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Dated, (he. 1.r.

| have pleasure 1in testifying the
researchabilityandcretical acumen of Mr. Md,
Kamrul Hasan, Ph-D. Research student in
the Department of Arabic, University of
Dhaka. He completed his Thesis i1n Bangali
under my direct supervision. The title of
his Thesis Is, ““ W <« -
While writting the thesis, he worked hard
and collected materials from the original

Arabic sources and utilized a good number
of hitherto untapped data. This thesis has
brought to light some new facts. His
dissertation IS quite rich in original

thoughts and novel ideas.
I certify that the thesis 1is fit for

submission for the degree of Ph.D. in the
Department of Arabic, University of Dhaka.
I wish him success, 402479

A.T.M. Muslehuddin.
Associate Professor (Retired)
Department of Arabic,
University of Dhaka.

Bangladesh.
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The rule of the Rashidun was Islam’ first experience without
the leadership of the Prophet Muhammad. His example,

however, in both private and public life, came to be regarded as
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the norm (sunnah ) for his successors, and a large and
intliiential body of *nsar (companions of the Prophet) kept close
watch on the caliphs to insure their strict adherence to divme
revelation (the Quran) and the sunnah. Tiie Rashidun thus
assumed all of Muhammad's duties except the prophetic; as
imams, they led the congregation in prayer atthe mosque; as
khatibs, they delivered the Friday sermons;and as amiraal-
muminin”(“commanders ofthe faithful”), they commanded the
army.

The caliphate of the Rashidun, in which virtually all actions had

religious import.’
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y Editors, Encyclopedia Britanica, RASHIDLfN England, 2004 .
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Most of Abu Bakr’s short reign was spent putting down a
series of local rebellions against Islamic rule, known as the Wars
of Apostasy, or the Riddah wars. Shortly after the news of
Muhammad’s death reached them, many Arab tribes renounced
their allegiance to Islam in favor of new, local prophets. This was
less a religious choice than a political and economic one, since the
tribes used this as an excuse to govern themselves and stop paying
the zakat, or alms tax. Abu Bakr took part in some of the lighting,
but the main militarv® leadership w'as provided by Khalid ibn al-
Walid. The Riddah wars established Medina’s authority over all of

Arabia and the inclusion of all of Arabia in the ummah, or

community of Islam. »

Editors, Microsoft® Encarta ® Encyclopedia 2004. © THE ERA

OF THE RIGHTLY GUIDED CALIPHS, (f*EWTR) ,dvnainic timeline Arabs Capture Egypt

MIT1
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As caliph, Umar was the first to call
himself “"comjr.ander of the faithful” (amir
al-mu — minin) . His reiqgn saw the
transformation of the Islaraic state from an
Arabian principality to a world power.
Throughout this vremarkable expansion Umar
closely controlled general policy and laid
down the principles for adniinistering the

conquered lands. The structure of the later
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Islainic empire, 1including legal practice, 1is

largely due to him. 2

@) "

Umar, aided by brilliant field generals,
conducted military campaigns against the two
leading empires of his time, the Sassanian
Empire in Ilran and lrag and the Byzantine

Empire Iin Syria and Egypt. In 644, I"hen the

new state was rapidly expanding.

A strong ruler, stern tov/ard offenders,
and himself ascetic to the point of
harshness, he was universally respected for

his justice and authority. A~

(@Y l
n I
Encydopedia Ebtanica, llmar London, 2004.
i, Mcrosoft Ehcarta Encyclopedia, Umar U. S. A 2004.

3. Encydopedia &itanic3s Llmar (RcsH”X London, 2004.
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