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ABSTRACT

The present study 1s an attempt at reconstructing the history
917=5 of the Early Iliyas Shahi rule in Bengal embracing its political,

economic and social aspects.

Introduction deals with scope of the present work, evaluatles
the existing works and the significance ol the
period in the history of medieval Bengal is empha-

sized. An attempt is also made to analyse the sources.

Chapter [ attempts to discuss the main Leatures of the histowcy
of Rengal of the pre~Iliyas Shahi period under the
following heads : the establisluwent and expuansion of
the}Muslim Kingdom in Beungal; the spirit of 1udepen-
de;Le among the rulers of Bengal and their resistance-
to the Delhi authority; the toundation aud growth of
the Muslim society and the establishwent of a distinct
system of adniinistration uduer the new rulers of

Bengal.
384820

Chapter 11 deals with the origin and rise of Haji [liyas to Lhe
throne of fakhnauti. We have tried to clear the con-
fusions hitherto prevalent cegarding the rise of

[liyas Shah.
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Chapter 111

Chapter 1V

Chapter V

Chapter VI

11

gives an account of the political history of Bengal
under the early Iliyas Shahi Sultans. It also dis-

cusses the career and achievements of the early

Iliyas Shahi Sultans.

attempts to describe the administrative system. It
deals with the nature of the Early Iliyas Shahi
Sultanate, the power and position of the Sultan,

the Darbar (court) of the Sultan, the Royal House-
hold, the question of succession, the role of the
Nobles, Ministers and high officials. It also deals
with the administration of Finance, Army and Justice

and the administrative system of the different units.

deals with the economic condition of Bengal. It
discusses the rural sect:ements, rural classes
and urban settlements; the Agriculture and Stock-

breeding, the Crafts and Industries, Trade and

Commerce and the Cur.e.cy system.

384825

attempts to present the social life of Bengal.

It treats the Muslim society and the Hindu society
separately. Discussion on the Muslim society in-
cludes its composition and the social groupings,

status of women, character of the Muslim society,
dress with toilets aud ornaments, food and drink,

social ceremonies and amusements. Discussion on




111

the Hindu society contains the caste systen together
witn the social divisions, role of the Hindus in
politics, their family life, position of womne.i,
public women, dress toilets and ornaments used by
men and women, fooa and drink, religious festivals,
social ceremonies, recreation, social beliefs and

customs and social morality.

Chapter VII 1s devoted to study the architectural development.
It discusses the pre-Iliyas Shahi architectural
features, existing monuments of the Early Iliyas Shahi
period and its follow-up which is manifest in the
EFklakhi mausoleum. It attempts to polnt out the
development of the art of building in this transi-

tional phase of the art in Bengal.

Conclusion attempts to summarise the main issues discussed in

the above chapters.
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INTRODUCTION

It is desirable that every one should know the history of one's
own country. History is the sheet-anchor of a nation. A noble future
can be built only on the foundation of a correct realization of the
past. A nation without the knowledge of its history is like a boat
without a rudder in the midst of a stormy river. With this adage in
mind, no one can deny the need of a comprehensive socio-political
history of Bengal under the early Iliyas Shahi Sultans. 1t is unfortu-

nate that till now any specific research work on the history of this

period does not seem to have been attempted.

What we have are general works covering the entire period of

Muslim rule in Bengal. History of Bengal, vol.lI, edited by Sir Jadu
Nath Sarkar and published by the University of Dhaka in 1948 A.D., is
the first comprehensive modern work, though its scope is limited to
political history only.1 Since the publication of this work scholars
attempted to write the history of the period incorporating materials

which have come to light from time to time. Among them two works in

Bengali are outstanding : Sukhamay Mukhapadhyaya's Bangl3r Itihaser

Du$o Bachar;, Svadhin Sultander Amal (first published in 1962 and the

1. Of course, Charles Stuart's History of Bengal published in 1813 A.D.
1s possibly the first modern work on the Muslim rule in Bengal but,

to a great extent, not very comprehensive and out of date in many
ways.




3rd revised edition came autin1982) and Abdul Karim's Banglar Itihasa,

Sultani Amal (published in 1977). Authors of these two works have given
us an upto date comprehensive history of the Muslim rule in Bengal in
the Sultanate period, and both works include discussions on social, eco-

nomic and administrative aspects besides political history. Bangla DeSer

Itihasa, vol. II, edited by R.C. Majumdar and published in 19/3 A.D., 1is
another general work which i1s also an attempt to write a comprehensive
history of the period. Specialised works on social and cultural aspects
of the period have also been published.2 Recently Muhammad Mohar Ali's

History of the Muslims of Bengal ,in two volumes,is another attempt to

write a comprehensive history of Muslim rule in Bergal upto British
occupation.3 In vol. IA of this book, the author gives a general poli-
tical account and vol. IB deals with the administrative, social and
cultural aspects. All these are attempts to write the history of Bengal
from the coming of the Muslims, in some cases, to the end of the Sultanate
period and in others, to the British occupation. One work of outstanding

merit is an exception : M.R. Tarafdar's llusain Shahi Bengal (published

in 1965 A.D.) which attempts to highlight a particular phase of Bengal's
history focusing attention on political as well as socio-economic aspects.
This work has shown very clearly that it is possible to focus attention
on a narrower time scale and the result is a much clearer understanding

of the history. With this idea in mind we have attempted the present work.

2. A. Karim, Social History of the Muslims in Bengal, (Down to A.D. 1538),
published in 1959 A.D.;M.A. Rahim, Social and Cultural History of
Bengal, vol. I, published in 1963 A.D.

3. Published by the Department of Culture and Publication, Imam Muhammad
Ibn Saud Islamic University, Riyadh, 1985.




Though Sukhamay Mukhapadhyaya in his book gave rather an elabo-
rate treatment of the early Iliyas Shahi rule in Bengal, but so far
scholars have not attempted any comprehensive history of this period
of Bengal history - a period which is important in many ways in shaping

the history of Bengal in the succeeding ages. The present work is an

humble attempt to fill up this gap.

As to the choice of the period, a word is necessary. The early
Iliyas Shahi period is very significant. Several factors are responsible
to give this period a distinct place in the history of Bengal. First,
for the first time, the different parts of Bengal were united under
the sole authority of Sultan Shams al-Din lliyas Shah. From this time,
the united territories of Bengal received the name of Bangalah and its

people came to be known as 'Bangali'. This unification of Bengal also

integrated the Bengali - speaking peoples into one politico-social
union and laid the foundation of the history of'Bangélah’and'Béngélig.
Secondly, the independent Sultanate founded by Iliyas Shah continued
its independent existence for nearly two hundred years and this long
independent existence was not without significance. Thirdly, it appears
that the condition prevailing in the pre-Iliyas Shahl period was not
congenial for the development of any proper and systematic structure

of administration. But during the early Iliyas Shahi period things
changed greatliy and in this period, the rudiments of a well organised
system of administration started to take shape. Fourthly, Bengal's

economy also made great strides at that time. There was remarkable



prosperity in agriculture, industries and commerce. The abundance of
agricultural and industrial products and the large volume of trade,

both external and internal, evoked the wonder and admiration of the
foreign merchants and travellers. Fifthly, in this period, great changes
also took place in the field of architecture and as a consequence there
ushered in a new epoch in the art history of Bengal. The early Iliyas
oShahi Sultans made bold attempt to develop a grand architectural style
befitting the dignity of the new Sultanate. In fact, they set the trend
of a style in the field of architecture which was followed with great
success in the subsequent periods. In the field of the building art
early Iliyas Shahi period represents an amalgam of local and Muslim
elements. As a result, the Muslim architecture of the pre-I1liyas Shahi
period turns to be the Bengali Muslim architecture. Thus a comprehensive

study of the period is bound to shed interesting light on Bengal's past.

The objective of the present study is to throw sufficient light

on the socio-political life in Bengal of the period of our investigation

by analysing the factors or the forces that were at work.

Though we do not have enough materials on the subject, it is
not impossible, as it apparently poses to be, to carry on research with
the help of the Persian works, Bengali literature, coins, inscriptions
and some itineraries of foreign travellers. In view of the paucity of
materials at our disposal on some specific issues we have often been
compelled to use materials belonging to earlier and later times. Because
it is well-known that the socio-political structure of an area rarely

undergoes sudden change; many of the forces now prevalent must be regar-



ded as a continuation of earlier period and the continuation of the

present day trend can very well be expected in the future.

The sources for drawing a pen-picture of the socio-political
life of Bengal under the early Iliy&s Shahi Sultans may be discussed
under four broad heads : (i) Bengali literature, (ii) Persian and

Arabic works, (iii) Coins and Inscriptions, and (iv) Itineraries and

accounts of foreign travellers.

Bengali literature : The importance of the contemporary Bengali litera-

ture in the reconstruction of the history of Bengal under the early
Iliyas Shahl Sultans can hardly be overstated. Literature, indeed is

the mirror of the age in which it flourishes. There is, however, suffi-
cient scope for literary exaggerations, yet, making possible allowances,
it can be said that literature throws ample light on the various aspects
of the life of a people. Hence, particular care has been taken in the
present work to study the various aspects of social life of the people
of Bengal, during the period in question, as reflected in the contempo-

rary Bengali literature. We find two contemporary Bengali Kdvyas -

.'namely the-éri Krsna Kirtan of Candidasa and the Yusuf Zolekhd of Shah

Muhammad Sagir. These two Kavyas give us sufficient light on the various

aspects of social life of the people of Bengal. In the category of folk

literature, the sayings of DAk and Khana also contain many useful ins-

tructions which greatly help us in getting an idea about the behaviour

of the people of Bengal.



Besides, an attempt has been made here to utilize some of the
semi-contemporary works belonging to a period slightly earlier or later

than that under review. Buddhist work entitled the Caryapada belongs to

the earlier period. It consists of songs which throw immense light on

the different aspects of social life of the people of Bengal. Some

ballads - namely the Mauik Candra Rijar Gan, Gopi Candrer Gan and Mayna-

matir Gan, may have also been current in early medieval Bengal. These

ballads give us some light on the day to day life of the people of

( -
early medieval Bengal. Of the books of later period, Sri Krgpa Vijaya

of Maladhar Basu, Padma Purana of Vijaya Gupta, Manasd Vijaya of Vipra-

dasa, Rasul Vijaya of Joyeuddin and Candikavy of Mukunda Rama deserve

/
special mention. More over, materials gathered from the Sunya Purana

of Ramai pandit,'ﬁekh Subhadazg_of Halayudha Misra, Pdrva Banga Gitika,

Caitanya Bhagavata of Brindavandasa and many others have been utilized

with profit for our present study. Every possible effort has also
been made here to check up the date collected from the literary sources

by an analytical and corroborative comparison with the accounts of the

foreign travellers and Persian works.

Persian and Arabic works : In studying the Persian and Arabic works for

the period under review, a few facts are to be borne in mind. Though

the Persian and Arabic works are one of the main sources for reconstruct-
ing the history of the early Iliyas §béhi'period, the strictly contemporary
works of the category are only a few in number. Hence, attempt has been

made to use the works of the earlier and later period as well. Of the



Persian and Arabic works, the following are important :

1.

o B~ W

11.

12.

Tabagat-i-Nasiri of Abu ‘Umar Minhaj al-Din‘*Uthman bin Siraj al-

Din al-Jawzani.

Tarikh-i-Firuz Shahi of Diya al-DIn Barani.

Tarikh-i-Firuz Shahi of Shams-i-Siraj ‘Afif.

Futih al-Salatin of ¢Isami.

Tarikh-i-Mubdrak Shahi of vahya bin Ahmad bin ‘Abd Allzh al- Sitrindf,

Tabaqat-i-Akbari of Nizam al-Din Ahmad Bakhshi.

Ayn-i-Akbari of Abil Fadl.

Muntakhab al-Tawarikh of ‘Abd al-Qadir bin-i-Maluk Shah al-Badauni.

Tarikh-i-Firightah of AbUl Q&sim Hindu Shah Firishtah.

Akhbar al-Akhiyar fi Asrar al Abrar of Shaykh‘Abd al-llag Dehlawf.

Riyad al-Salatin of Ghulam Husain Salim.

Al-Daw al-Lani‘ li-ahl al-Qarn al-Tasi (A) of Shams al-Din Muhammad

bin ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sakhawil.

These Persian and Arabic works give us immense materials for

reconstructing the history of Bengal.

Coins and Inscriptions : Coins and inscriptions are also very valuable

source of information. sometimes, they unfold forgotten chapters of

history. They provide us with useful information about the dates and

reign period of Sultins, they often furnish us important facts about

them. Coins also contain legends indicating Sultans' attitude towards

the khalifah of Isladm, their love of power and show, their learning

and particular inclinations and sometimes dynastic relations. The



metals and execution of coins may often serve as an index to the eco-
nomic condition and artistic talent of the people. Though coins are
portable and may be carried away by the traders and merchants thelr
find-spots often help us to determine the extent of the Sultanate.

They also reveal the nature and extent of foreign influence upon the
country's civilisation. Like coins the contemporary inscriptions, though
a few in number, also offer us singular as well as corroborative infor-
mation in many ways. We have taken recourse to the analysis of the tills

that appear in the coins and inscriptions for finding various aspects

of administration and administrative set-up.

The itineraries and accounts of foreign travellers : The itineraries

and accounts of foreign travellers, who visited Bengal during the period
under review, also constitute indispensable and valuable contemporary
sources of information. Their chief importance lies in the fact that

the foreign travellers record in their accounts what they saw and expe-
rienced while they were in Bengal. But their records may not be accurate
in all cases, because they visited only a few places, their stay also
was very short and they did not have the opportunity of mixing with all
sections of the population. Nevertheless their accounts open a store-
house of information which, when sifted with care, provide materials

for reconstructing the socio-economic history.

The accounts of Ibn Batutah and the Chinese envoys who visited
Bengal during the period of our investigation are important. The Moorish
traveller Ibn Batutah who lived in Bengal for a few months in 1345-1346

A.D., supplies valuable information regarding the socio-economic condition
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of Bengal. He gives us a list of commodities he found in the markets

and their price. He has also described the state of plenty of the country.

The Chinese author Wang Ta-Yuan gives us valuable information
on the socio-economic condition of the people of Bengal. He was the
head of the Taxation Department of the Province of Fu-King. Though he
did not visit Bengal, he himself heard descriptions of many places of

the world. On the basis of these information he compiled the book Tao-

Yi-Che-lLeo in the winter of 1349-1350 A.D.

The Chinese envoys who visited the Muslim court at Panduah in
the early years of the fifteenth century, also recorded many things
that shed ample light on political, social and economic condition of
the period. Based on the information of the Chinese missions to the

court of Panduah, the Chinese authors compiled the following records

on Bengal

(1) Ying Yai Sheng lan, compiled by Kuo Chiung-1i long before 1433

A.D. It is a general account of Bengal without any reference to the

king or court.

(ii) Sing Ch'a Sheng lan, compiled by Fei-Sin in 1436 A.D., is also

a general account of Bengal with some information on the king and the

court but the name of the king does not occur. The earlier Chinese work

of Chau-ju-Kua has also been utilized.

Besides, an attempt has also been made to utilize some of the

Chinese records on Bengal of the later period. Of these records, Si Yang-

_Qh'ao—Kung tien-lu of Huang Sing-ts'eng, Shu Yu Chou Tseu-lu of Yen Ts'ong
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Kien and Ming-She are important. These records are valuable as supple-

mentary sources to other accounts of earlier period.

Valuable information can also be gleaned from the accounts of
the European travellers and traders. Of them, the names of Nicolo di
Conti, Varthema, Barbosa and Ralph Fitch deserve special mention. Every
possible effort has been made to utilize these sources of the later
period in order to clarify certain points not properly explained by

the so far available contemporary sources.

With the help of these materials an attempt has been made in
the following pages to reconstruct the history of early Iliyas Shahi

rule 1n Bengal.

We may not claim to have found any new startling fact of tne
history of the period under review. But we have tried to sift the
materials with care and reconstruct aspects of political, social and
economic life of the period in greater depth and details. We have attemp-
ted to high light various aspects of the period, which is so important
in the history of Muslim rule in Bengal. However, we must admit that
we have been restrained, to a great extent, by the limited nature of
the sources in formulating our hypotheses and in finding all answers

to the querries that naturally arise in the mind of an investigator.



Chapter

THE BACKGROUND

In order to place the history bf Bengal wunder the rule
of the early Iliyas Shahi dynasty in the right perspective, it is essential
to briefly dilate upon the main features of the history of the period from
Ikhtiyar al-Din Muhammad Bakhtiyar Khalji to the rise of Haji Iliyas, as
this was a period which witnessed the evolution of the distinguishing features

that had tremendous effect and influence upon the subsequent period.

The main features of the history of the period are (I) the establi-
shment and expansion of the Muslim kingdom in Bengal, (II) the spirit of inde-
pendence among the rulers of Bengal and their resistance to the Delhi authority

(ITII) the foundation and growth of the Muslim Society and (IV) the establish-

ment of a system of administration under the new rulers of Bengal.

In the winter season of 1204-1205 A.D. (from November, 1204 to

February, 1205 A.D.)l, Ikhtiyar al-Din Muhammad Bakhtiyar Khalji by a

1. The absence of any date in the accounts of the contemporary historians
has led modern scholars to suggest different dates for the conquest of
Naudiyah. Refuting all the earlier suggestions A.H. Dani asserted that
Bakhtiyar conqured Naudiyah in the early part of 1204 A.D. cf.I.H.Q.,
vol. XXX, June, 1954, pp. 133-147. But recently A.Karim, on the basis
of a gold coin found it reasonable to suggest that "Bakhtlyar s conquest
of Nadia took place in the winter season of 1204-1205 A.D. and to be more

precise, from November, 1204 A.D. to February, 1205 A.D." (Journal of the
Asiatic Society of Bangladesh, vol. XXIV-VI, 1979-81, P.10)
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- v
combination of stratagem, military skill and adtroitness conquefed Naudiyah%

the capital of Bengal3 which was then ruled by Lakshmana Sena of the Sena
dynasty and laid the foundation of Muslim rule in Bengal. Despite his success,
Muhammad Bakhtiyar Khalji did not think it wise to stay at Naudiyah4. He pro-
ceeded northward and captured Lakhnauti'(gauda)? in the month of Ramadén,(::)
601 A.H. corresponding to the month of May, 1985 A.D.? which he made his capi-
tal and brought the different parts of that territory under his sway? From
the contemporary sources, it is very difficult to get any light about the

actual extent of the kingdom of Muhammad Bakhtiyar Khalji. Some modern scholars

are inclined to underestimate the extent and importance of Muhammad Bakhriyar's
achievements. But from the circumstantial evidence it seems that the extent

of his kingdom was roughly bounded on the north by a north-easternly straight
line from the modern town of Purnea via Devkot to the town of Rangpur; on the
east and south-east by the Tista and the Karatoya; on the south by the main
stream of the Ganges; and on the west by the lower course of the Kosi and

from its mouth across the Ganges to the Rajmahal hills?

2. For details of the conquest of Naudiyah see. Journal of the Asiatic
Society of Bangladesh, vol. XXIV-VI, 19/9-81 A.D. pp. 1-10; A.Karim :

Banglar Ttihasa, pp. 67-69; J.N. Sarkar(ed.) : H.B., Vol.IL,pp. 4-8.

3. There is no reference in the documents of the Kings of the Sena dynasty
that Naudiyah was ever a capital of the Sena kings. It was merely a holy

1y place on the bank of lthe Ganges (J.N. Sarkar (ed.) : H.B., vol.Il,p.5).

.1 But Minhaj-i-Sir¥j mentioned it as the capital of Rai Lakhmaniyah (Minhaj :

\)’_,,.y/ T.N., P.148). G.H. Salim followed him (Salim : Riyad : P.62). N.B. Roy,

I e

on the basis of Dhoyi's Pavanadutam, Abul Fadl's AYn-i-Akbari and Sri
Caitanya Bhagavata expressed the opinion that Naudiyah was the Capital of
Lakshmana Sena (I.H.Q., vol. XVII, No.1l, 1941 A.D., P. 94-95). It is true,
however, that during his old age, Lakshmana Sena was staying at Naudiyah,

and so at that time it was his seat of Government. In this sense Naudiyah
may be considered as the capital of Bengal.

4. M. Habiﬁ'and Ahmad Nizami (ed.) : A Comprehensive History of India,
vol. V, pp. 174-175.

5. Minhaj : T.N., P.151. Minhaj did not mention any detail account of the
conquest of lakhnautTl.

6. J.V.R.M., vol. 4, 1975-76, pp. 29-33.
Minhaj : T: p. 151.
J.N. Sarkar . d.) : H.B., vol. II, pp.12-13.

o0 ~J
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This Muslim kingdom of Muhammad Bakhtiyar Khalji was nothing but
a small principality in the north-western part of Bengal. Still the greater
portion of Bengal lay outside their principality and the completion of the
task begun by Muhammad Bakhtiyar Khalji took qﬁite some time. During the
period of his two immediate successors, Muhammad Shiran Khalji and Husam-al
DIintIwad khalji, the expansion of the kingdom of lakhnauti came to a halt.

But afterwards, the rulers of Bengal continued the policy of expansion when

ever they found the situation favourable.

Ghiyath-al DIn ‘Iwad KhaljT (609-624 A.H./1212-1227 A.D.) was the
first Sultdn to make an attempt to extend the frontier in all directions.
Minhaj-1-5iraj says that he conquered and annexed Lakhnurg to his kingdom.
He also annexed Bétbakébﬁdlo, identified with modern Rajshahill, and a poi -~
tion of Sulaimanabad ’(Burdwan)12 to the kingdom of Lakhanuti. He re-annexed
south-Bihar and pushed his frontier upto Awadh as far as the mouth of the
Gandak in North Bihar13. He extended his southern frontier upto the bank
of the river Darnodar14 and in the east his territory extended to the Brahma
putra 5. Perhaps he was not so successful in the north. Minnaj-i-Siraj men-

tions that the neighbouring states of Lakhnauti such as Jajnagar, Bang,

9. Minhaj : T.N., p.163. Lakhnur was identified with Nagar in the Birbhum
district (J.N. Sarkar (ed.) : H.B., vol.II, p.10).

10. H.B., vol. II, p.29.

11. Su$ila Mandal : Bangadeser Itihisa, Madhyayug, pt.I,p.118.

12. H.B., vol. II, p.29.

13. Ibid.

14. Tbid,, p.22.

15. Salim : Riyad, p.9, f.n.I.
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Kamrup and Tirhut all sent tributes to Ghiyath-al DIn 'Iwad Kbaljil6. But

a careful study reveals that it was probably the result of raids and not of

annexation

During the governorship of Malik 'Izz al-Din Tughral Tughan Khan

(1236-1245 A.D.), Lakhnur was lost by the Muslimsl8. But Malik Ikhtiyar-al

Din Yazbak (650-655 A.H./1252-1257 A.D.) tried to recover the loss. By a well-
planned attack, he captured Urmardanlg, identified with Mandaran in-the Hughly
districtzo. Then he completed the conquest of Radha by capturing Naudiyahzl.
But unfortunately he lost his life in course of his Kamrup expeditionzz. The
next important move was taken by governor TUgbral (1272-1281 A.D.) who, having
consolidated his position in Lakhanutl, extended his authority upto the modern

districts of Faridpur, and Dhaka23 and annexed the reveraln tract on both banks

of the Padma as far as Loricalza.

The appointment of Bughra Khan as the governor of Lakhnauti in 1281 A.D.
marks an important phase in the history of the expansion of the Muslim Kingdom
of Bengal. It is known from Baranl that Sultan Balban gave instruction to his

"son Bughra khan to exert himself in the conqust of Iqlim Bangala and advised

him to consolidate his authority there25

It is not known what part did he play in completing the task given to
him by his father, but it is certain that from this time an all-round expansion

of the Muslim‘kingdom of Lakhnauti began. During the period of Ruknal-Din

16. Minhaj : T.N., p.163.

17. A.Karim : Social History, p.35.

18. J.N. Sarkar (ed.) : H.B., vol. II, p.49.

19. Minhaj :T.N., p.263. Malik 'Izzal-Din Yazbak made his first attempt to

capture Urmardan in 651 651 A.H./1253 A.D. This time he failed. But he was
successful in capturing it in 653 A.H./1255 A.D.)

20. J.N. Sarkar (ed.) : H.B., vol.II, p.51.

21. Md. Habib and Ahmad Nizami (ed.) : A Comprehensive History of India,
vol.v, p.1139. |

22. Minhdj : T.N., p.265.

(Footnotes cou: tinued next page)
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Kaikads (1291-1300 A.D.) and Shams al-Din Finwz Sah,..z  (1300-1322 A.D.), Muslim
Kingdom was extended to south and east Bengal and important centres were esta-
blished at Satg50n26 and Sunérgﬁon27. The appearance of Ghiyathpur as a mint
town™" indicates that the area round about the present town of Mymensingh was

annexed to the Muslim kingdom during the reiga of Shams-al-Din Firuz Shah.

Ffrdz Shah also extended his conquests across the Brahmaputra into the
district of Sylhetzg. It is said that during the period of the joint-governor-
ship of Bahram Khan and Ghiyath al-Din Bahadur, the Muslim rule was extended
beyond the Meghna river to the territory represented by modern Tripura state30

During the reign of Fakhr al-Din Mubdrak Shah Chittagong was conquered31 and

annexed to the Muslim kingdom of Bengal.

23. Md.Habib and Ahmad Nizami (ed): A comprehensive History of India, vol.v,
p.1141.
24. lorical (Narkila of Barani) is situated at about 25 miles due south of

Dhaka and about 10 miles south-west of Rajbari (J.N. Sarkar(ed): H.B.
vol.II, p.59.)

25. Baranl : T.F.S., p.92.

26. From the evidence of 1nscr1pt10ns, it is clear that Satgaon or Triveni
area was conquered by Zafar Khan in or about the year 698 A.H. /1298 A.D.
during the reign of Sultan Rukn al-DIn Kaikaus (P.P.H.C., 1956, p.237).
But Satgaon was flnally captured and annexed to the Musllm klngdom of
Lakhnauti in the reign of Shams al-Din Firdz Shah (J.A.S.B., New Series,
vol. XVIII, 1922 p.412) Satgdon, previously known as Saptagram, is 81tuated
about 20 mlles to the north of Calcutta, near the junction of the three
rivers-Ganges, Swarasatli and Jamuna - known by the poetic name of Triveni
(J.P.H.S., vol.I, part.IV, 1953 p.403). In the Muslim period the name
Satgaon roughly corresponded to south-west Bengal (P.P.H.C., 1956,p.235,f.n.I

27. The coin of Rukn al-Din Kaikads and the appearance of mint town in the regln
of Shamsal-Din Firdz Shah indicate that the conquest of Banga (East Bengal)
began in the reign of Rukn al-Din Kaikaus and it was finally annexed to the
Muslim kingdom of Bengal during the rein of Sultan Shams al-Din FirGiz Shah
(J.A.S.B., 1922, A.D. p.410; J.P.H.S. vol.I, part-IV, 1953 402; A.Karim :
Corpus, PP 25 158 Sunargaon 1s situated about 12 mlles to the south-east
of the city of Dhaka (J.P.H.S.,vol.I, part IV, 1953, A.D. p.402.

28. Ibid.,p.404; A.Karim: Social Hlstory, p.37. Ghlyathpur 1s identified with

a mauza of the same name near Enayetpur, about 15 miles south east of the
modern town of Mymensingh (J.A.S.B., 1922, A.D.P. 416 ff: A.Karim: Corpus,
p.159 B

29. The Sylhet inscription records that Sylhet was first brought under Muslim
Control in the reign of Shams al-Din Firaz Shah by his general Sikandar Khan
Ghazi (A.Karim : Social History,p.37, f.n. 3; J.A.S.B, New series, vol.XVIII,

1922, A.D. PP \13-T4; J.N. Sarkar (ed) H.B., vol.II, p.79).

30. R.C. Mazumdar -d): The Delhi Sultanate, p.195.

31. J.N. Sarkar : ¢ udies in Mughal India. n. 122




Thus within a period of nearly one i.ondred and fifty years, the ‘'isl
kingdom of Bengal extended over a vast teiritory with Devkot in the north,
Sylhet in the east, Chittagong in the souti east, Satgaon in the south and
Radha in the west. The small Muslim principality established by Muhammad

Bakhtiyar Khaljl turned into the Muslim kingdom of Bengal.

IL
The history of Bengal from Muhammad Bakhtiyar Khalijl to the rise of

Haji Iliyas was also charasterised by struggles for independence and resistance
to the authority of Delhi by the rulers of Bengal and their subjugation by the
Sul;ﬁns of Delhi. The peculiar geographical features and climate of Bengal, the

distance from Delhi and the difficult communication tempted the rulers of R
to declare independence whenever they found the situation favourable. For thi.
reason Bengal was always a problem to the Sultans of Delhi and it was known to

them as "Balghakplr' (Zone of strife)32. As a matter of fact, Bengal during

this period, except for short intervals, remained practically independent and

its rulers enjoyed a wide measure of independence in respect of administratioii

and in the fulfilment of their military designs.

It is very difficult to ascertain the nature of Muhammad Bakhtiyar
Khalji's relations with Qutb-al DIn Aibak of Dehli and Sultén Muizz al-Din
Muhammad Ghirl. Some historians are of the opinion that he subordinated himsel!

to the Delhi authority33. But Minhaj-1-Siraj, the near contemporary historian,

32. Barani : T.F.S., p.82.

33. Badaini: Muntakhab., Eng.tr.vol.I, p.82; Nizam al-Din : T.A., Eng.tr.,
p.50; Salim: Riyad., Eng.tr., p.59. T




did not mention anything like this. Moreover, from the circumstantial evidence
it seems that Qutb al-DIn Aibak ascended the throne of Delhi after the death of
Muhammad Bakhtiyar &halji34. Hence the question of Muhammad Bakhtiyar's sub-
ordination to the Delhi authority does not seem to be valid. But it appears
that he had an understanding with Qutb al-Din Aibak35. Minhaj-1-Sirdaj says that

Muhammad Bakhtiyar Khalji minted coins and caused the Khutabah to be read in

every part of his kingdom36. He did not mention explicity whether these were
done in his own name or in the name of Sult3n Miizz al-Din. But from his account
it is known that Muhammad Bakhtiyar had great regard for Mdizz .ai-hin Muhammad
bin Sém37. Recently P.L. Gupta tried to establish that Bakhtiyar 1ssued coins
in the name of Sultan Muizz al[hn;}{ However, whatever might be the relation

of Muhammad Bakhtiyar with the Delhi authority and Sultan Muizz @I-Din, it is
now almost certain that he conquered Naudiyah and Lakhnauti on his own 1initia-
tive and founded the Muslim kingdom there and his outward loyalty did not pre-

clude him from making administrative arrangements in his kingdom. His adminis-

tration points to his almost independent status.

34. From Minhaj-i-Siraj, it 1is known that till immediately before the death of
Muhammad Bakhtiyar Muslim kingdom of Delhi was under the away of Sultan
Muizz al-Din. " Muhammad Ghiiri and Qutb al-Din Aibak acted there as his viceroy.
Sultan Muiz al-Din was assassinated on the 15th March, 1206 A.D. (J.N.Sarkar
(ed): H.B. vol.IT, p.15) and it is said that almost at the sawe time Muhamma
Bakhtiyar died (Minhaj: T.N., p.156). As Qutb al-Din Aibak celebrated his
coronation at labore as an independent Sultadn of Hindustan on the 25th June,
1206 A.D./3rd Shaban, 602 A.H.(J.N. Sarkar (ed): Il.B., vol.Il, p.15), it is
clear thal he ascended the throne of Delhi after the death of Muhanmad
Bakhtiyar.

35. Muhanmad Bakhtiyar Khalji showed his diplomatic skill in appearing before anc
sending presents to Qutb al-Din Aibak after the conquest of Bihar and Naudi-
yah respectively. It was perhaps due to these gestures Qutb al-Din Aibak did

not interfare into the affairs of Bengal during the life time of Muhammad
Bakhtiyar.

36. Minhaj : T.N., p.151.

37. Ibid., p.156. It is ev1dent from Muhanmad Bakhtiyar's lamentation that he

uttered at his death bed : "'perhaps some mlsforLune has befallen my master,
Sultan Muizz al-Din that fortune deserted me'.
38. J.V.R.M., vol.4, 1975-76 A.D., p.34.




Muhammad Shiran Khalji (602-603 A.H./1206-1207 A.D.) the newly chosen
chief of the Khaljis, pulled on well with the administration of Bengal by
v
?Jv‘)}’showing more allegiance to the Delhi authority. But his authority did not
~

———-—"'—-q

o :
////// last long due to the enmity of 'Ali Mardan Khalji who, on being present at

the court of Delhi, instigated Sultan Qutb al-DIn Aibak to interfere into

the affairs of Bengal. Sultan Qutb al-Din Aibak took advantage of the internal
feuds of the Khaljis of Bengal to materialize his policy of imperialism and
ordered Qaimaz Rdmi, governor of Awadh, to proceed towards Bengal to settle
the affairs of the Khaljis. When Qaimdz Rami reached Bengal, Muhammad Shiran
Khalji did not submit, rather withdrew towards the north where he died in an
internecine strife. Thus Muhammad Shiran preferred death as a sovereign to
submission to the vassalage of DelhiBg. Anyway, after the tussle between
Sultan Qutb al-Din Aibak and Muhammad Shiran, Hus3m al-Din 'Iwad Khaljl con-
tinued to rule Bengal till he was replaced by 'Ali Mardan Khalji in 606 A.H./
1209-10 A.D.'Alil Mardan Khalji remained loyal to Sultan Qutb al-Din Aibak as
long as he was alive. But on his death in 607 A.H./1210 A.D. 'Ali Mardan Khalji

took advantage of the situation and asserted independence, styled himself as

Sultan and caused the khutbah to be read in his own nameao. This action of

'AIT Mardan indicates that he subordinated himself to Sultan Qutb al-Din Aibak
only to secure his position in Bengal, but he wanted to be independent in all

reality. Possibly this action gave rise to a sense of independence in the minds

39. Minhaj : T.N., p.158.

D ———

40. Ibid., p.159. No coin or inscription of the time of 'Ali Mardan Khaljl
has hitherto come down to us. Anyway, his period of rule is very important

.},in the history of Bengal. For, he was the first ruler of Bengal who openly

(o declared independence, assumed the title of Sultan and ruled the country
}G,S' .'#} 1ndependently.

s,.Y”}} - Q,}f}
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of the Muslim ruling elite of Bengal. This sense of independence had far
reaching effects on the history of the Muslim rule in Bengal. Husam al-Din

'Iwad Khalji (609-624 A.H./1212-1227 A.D.) also, on being elevated to the throne
by the Khaljls assumed the title of Sultan Ghiyath al-Din and began to functicn
as an independent ruler41. This independence of ‘Iwad Khaljl was not tolerated

by Shams al-Din Iltutmish, the then Sultan of Delhi and it was obvious that he
would attack Bengal at the opportune moment. So, ‘Iwad Khalji at first tried to
consolidate his authority in Lakhnautl in order to strengthen his position. In
this respect he succeeded in attaining his goal by doing good deedsaz. Minhaj-i-
Siraj says that people from all directions turned their faces towards him43.
'Iwad Khalji also took some military measures44 for the defence of his kingdom
against any aggression. The most important step he took was the building of a
flotilla of war—boatsas. Sultan Chiyath al-Din 'Iwad Khalji issued coins and
introduced the khutbah in his own name46. In order to stabilize his political

position against Sultan Iltutmish he tried to show his connection with the

Ghuride ruling family of Ghazna47. Besides, with the same purpose, he also

41, Minhaj : T.N., p.160-10l. -

42. For details, see. J.N.Sarkar (ed): H.B.,vol.II, PP.23-25; (II); A.Karim :
Banglar Itihasa; PP.93-95. -

43. Minhaj : T.N., p.161.

44, For the protection of the capital city of Lakhnauti, he founded the fortress
of Basankot (Minhaj : T.N., p.161). In order to facilitate the military trans
port and movement "Iwad Khaljl connected the two frontier cities of Devkot
in Dinajpur and Lakhnur (Nagar in the Birbhum district) with his capital by
building a highway (Minhaj : T.N., p.162).

45. 'Iwad Khaljl was the first Sultan of Bengal to realise the importants of
Navy for a country like Bengal.

46. Minhaj : T.N., p.161."'Iwad Khalji was the first Sultidn of Bengal whose in-
dependent coins have come down to us. |

47. For showing his connection with the Ghiiride ruling family of Ghazna, 'Iwad
Khaljil accepted the phraseology of Ghazna coins as a model for Bengal coiﬁage

applied to himself the regal titles assumed by Ghiyath al-Din Muhamuad bin
Sam and mentioned Muizz al-bLin Muhammad bin Sam's regal titles on his own
coins. (M.R. Tarafdar : Husain Shahi Bengal, p.3).




exhibited his legal sanction to rule the country by inscribing the na:.: of
the khalifah of Baghdad on his coinsas. All these activities prove that he
had sovereignty and claimed equal status with Sultdn lltutmish of Delhiag.

The assumption of the imperial title of ‘Sultan al-Salatin', as evidenced by
his coins, suggests that Sultan 'Iwad Khalji made a bid for founding an enpire
in Eastern India, incorporating the whole of Bihar and Bengalso. This step

of fended Sultan Iltutmish who took it as a challenge to his authority. Sultan
[ltutmish sent his forces in order to establish his authority over the Eastern
region. Mithaj-i-Siraj mentioned that Iltutmish first wrested Bihar from 'Iwad
Khalji, posted his own officers and then marched on to lLakhnautl in 622 A.H./
1225 A.D.51 Sultdn Ghiyath al-Din 'Iwad Khalji rose to the occasion and blockec
the way of the invading army with a strong navy and ultimately a peace treaty
was concluded between the contending Sultans of Delhi and Bengalsz. A careful
analysis of the event shows that though Bihar was separated from the kingdom

of lakhnautT and minting of coins by the Sultan of Bengal was stopped, the in-
dependent position of Sultan Ghiyath al-Din 'Iwad Khalji was not disturbed.
Moreover, soon after Sultan Iltutmish's return, 'lwad Khalji ousted 'Ala’al-Din

Janl from 3ﬁihar and recovered the lost territories, over which he could exer-

cise uninterrupted control till 624 A.H./1227 A.D. when he was finally attacked
and killed by the Delhi troops>>

g -

48. For details, see. J.P.lI.S., vol.lll, part II, April, 1955, p.116;
A.Karim : Banglar Ttihdsa, PP.99-106. On the basis of the coins, some
historians are of the opinion that Ghiyath al-Din 'lwad Khalji received
invesiture from the khalifah of Baghdad. But this theory has been challenge
(See, P.P.H.C., 1953, pp.l111-14).

49. Thomas ennunciated a theory that 'Iwad Khalji subordinated himself to the
Delhi authority at the initial period of his reign. But this theory of
'Iwad Khalji's vassalage has been refuted by scholars (For details see,

iiT.%agkar (ed) : W.B.,vol.ll, pp 39-40; P.P.H.C., Dacca session,1953 pp.
-14).

50. J.P.H.S., vol.Ill, part I1, 1955, p.116-117.
51. Minhaj : T.N., pp.163, 171.

52. Ibid., p.163.

53. MInh&j : T.N., p.163-164.




Though after the death of Chiyath al-Din 'Iwad Khaljil the kingdom of
Lakhnautl was ruled by governors appointed by the Delhi authority, still they
behaved almost as independent rulers. Nasir al-Din Mahmid (1227-1229 A.D.),
the first governor of Lakhnauti enjoyed much independence in the affairs of
Bengal. It is evident from his lofty title '"Malik al-Sharq'' (Lord of the Fu. )
On the evidence of coins55 it appears that governor Daulat Shih Khalji called
himself a Sultdn and assumed the Persian title of ''Shahan Shah' and used the
title ""Sultan al-Azam'' for Iltutmi§b56. This fact indicates that Daulat Shah
Khalji wanted to rule the country independently by showing nominal allegiance
to the Sultan of Delhi. But Ikhtiyar al-Din Balka kKhalji, who seized power
from Daulat Shah Khalji, discarded even this outward show of submission to
Delhi and ruled Bengal as an independent Sultdn, which warranted Sultan [ltut-
mish to come to Bengal in 628 A.H./1230 A.D. But Balka Khalji did not submit
easily; he fought against the army of Delhi and for a time eluded capture.

At last he fell a prisoner and lost his life58

The chaos and confusion that followed the death of Sultan Iltutmish
gave opportunity to the rulers of Bengal to assert their independence. After
the death of Saif al-Din (631 A.H./1233 A.D.), Aur Khan Aibaégmade himself
master of Lakhnauti. But his authority was challenged by Malik 'Izza al-Din

Tughral Tughan Knh&n, the governor of Bihar, who ultimately became the master

54, J.N. Sarkar (ed) : H.B., vol.lI, p.44.

55. Dault Shah Khalji is known to have issued a coin in 627 A.H./1230 A.D.
which bore his own name and also that of his sovereign Shams: . al-Din
Iltutmish (Indian Culture vol.XI, No.2, 1944, pp.54; A.Karim : Corpus,p.12

56. H.N. Wright : The coinage and Metrology of the Sultans of Delhi,coin no.53A,

p.21.

>7. lkhtiyar al-Din Balka Khalji and Daulat Shah Khalji have been confused and
are generally considered as one and the same person. But actually they are

not. (For details see, (I) Indian culture, vol.XI, No.2, 1944 A.D.pp.54-55
f.n. 2; A.Karim : Banglar Itihasa, PP.112-113).

58. Minhaj : T.N., p.174. J.N. Sarkar (ed): H.B., vol.Il, p.44,.

09. Aur Khan was a Turkish general and probably one of the slave officers of
Saif al-Din. - ' ‘
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of Lakhnautl with the permission of the Sultan of Delhi and embarked on the

design of establishing an Eastern Sultanate60. He ruled Bengal for about ninc
years (1236 A.D.-1245 A.D.). During this period with a show of nominal allegi-
o1

ance to the Sultans of Delhi, he exercised his power in Bengal independently

On the evidence of inscriptions, it is found that Jalal al-Din Masuu
Jani (1227-1252 A.D.), the next governor of Lakhnautl assumed the titles of
"Malik al-Sharq' (Lord of the East) and '§géh'bz, which clearly show his spirit
of independence. The next governor Malik Ikhtiyar al-Din Y&zbak63, after having
consolidated his authority over Lakhnauti, openly flouted the authority of

Delhi and assumed the title of Sultan and ruled Bengal independentlyba. After

his death Malik 'Izz al-Din Balbani Yazbaki also ruled over lLakhnautl for about
two years 1in virtual independence65. The evidence of the Barahdari inscription
of Bihar66 and the accounts of the Riyad al-Salitin, indicate that Malik Taj
al-Din Arsalan Khan ruled over Bihar and Lakinauti independently with the

title of Sultan. His son Tatar Khan also ruled Bengal independently (659 A.H./
1261 A.D.-666 A.H./1268 A.D.)°

60. Minhaj : T.N., p.242 ff; J.N. Sarkar (ed) : Il.B., vol.ll, pp. 45-47.

61. Though qubral Tughan Khan subordinated himself to the authority of Delhi
and maintained cordial relations with the sultans of Delhi, he had hlgh
ambition and enjoyed much independence in the affairs of Bengal This 1s
proved by the lofty title he assumed, as found in the inscription of his

time in Bihar : Majlis-i-Ala. Ghlyath al-Islam wa al-Fatha Tughral al-
Sultani (Shamsuddin Ahmad; Inscriptions, p.2).
62. Shamsuddin' Ahmed : Inscrlptlons, p./

63. Ikhtiyar al-Din Yuzbak, governor of Awadh was appointed governor of
Lakhnauti in 650 A.H./1252 A.D.

64. Minhaj : T.N., p.263; H.N. wright : Catalogue vol.lI, p.l46; A.Karim :
Corpus., P. p.139. J N. Sarkar (ed):H.B. vol. T, p.52.

65. Balbanl Ydzbaki succeeded Ikhtiyar a al- D1n Yizbak in 655 A.H. /1257 A.D.
J.N., Sarkar (ed) : , vol. II, p.55.

66. Shamsuddln Ahmad Inscrlptlons, pp.9-10.

67. Salim : Riyad., p./77.

68. Ibid : p. 78 J.N. Sarkar (ed) : H.B., vol.IL, 57; Thomas : [.C.B., p.34.




His successor Sher &bén69 acknowledged the suzerainty of Sultan
Balban of Delhi. He restored the name of Balban on his coins70. But the
next governor Tughral, again, declared independence71. He assumed a canopy

of state, caused the khutbah to be read coins to be struck in his own name

and took the title of Sultan Mughith al-Din7?. In order to strengthen his
position against the Sultan of Delhi, he also succeeded in winning the

support of the people by distributing his wealth lavishly. Sultan Balban

tried to subdue Tughral by sending royal forces twice. But his forces were
repulsed by the ruler of Bengal. Then Sultan Balban himself marched towards
Bengal with a huge army. Tughral avoided direct clash and for a time eluded
the Sultan. But eventually he was found out and was killed in an encounter.
Bughra Khan, the youngest son of Sultan Balban, was appointed governor of
Lakhnauti73. Though he began his rule in Bengal as a governor under his father,
he maintained a splendid court at Lakhnauti. On his father's death, he took

the title of Sultan Nasir al-Din Mahmud, caused the Khutbah to be read and

the coins to be struck in his own name74. His independent position was also

tacitly recognized by the Sultan of Dehli75. The next rulers of Bengal namely

Rukn al-Din Kaikads (1291-1301 A.D.), son of Bughra Khan, and Shams al-Din

69. Sher Khan was a member of the family of Taj al-Din Arsalan Khan. He was

not sent by the Sultan of Delhi to lLakhnauti. Probably he ruled Lakhnauti
upto 1272 A.D.

70. H.N.wright : Catalogue, vol.Il, p.34.

/1. Barani:T.F.S., p.81. According to Yahya, after the death of Sher Khan,

Amin Khan became the governor of Lakhnauti and Tughral became his deputy
(Yahya: T.M.S., p.40).

/2. Barani: T.F.S., p.83.
73. Ibid., PP.83-91.
/4. Ibid., P.139.

75. Ibid. PP.141-43; J.N. Sarkar (ed): H.B., vol.II, p.73.
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FirGz Shah (1301-1322 A.D.)’® and his son Ghiyath al-Din Bahadur’’ also rul.
Bengal as independent Sultans till 724 A.H./1324 A.D.78. It may be mentioned
that sons of Shams al-Din Firuz Shah, among whom the spirit of independence
was evident, sharing the sovereignty with their father, ruled some portions
of Bengal independently79. Anyway, in 728 A.H./1328 A.D. an attempt was made
again by Ghiyath al-Din Bah&dur, the joint governor of Sunargaon to assume
sovereigntyBO but he was repulsed and killed by Bahrénlgbén81. Credit goes

to Fakhr al-Din who, after the death of Bahram Khan, declared independence

at Sunérgéon in 739 A.H./1338 A.D.82 and assumed the title of Sulgén Fakhr
al-Din Mubarak §b§h83. On the other hand, his example was followed by 'Ali
Mubérak84 in 1339 A.D. after the death of Qadar Khan, governor of Lakhnautl.

Almost at the same time or a short while before, Hajl Iliy5585 occupied south

Bengal and gradually carved out an independent kingdom for himself.

From the above analysis it is clear that there was a constant factor
in Bengal history that its rulers tended to behave independently whenever the

opportunity arose and the spirit of independence that grew out of the tradi-

76. Shams al-Din FirGz Shah was a noble of Delhi and not a descendent of
Nasir al-Din Mahmid (Bughra Khan), as is generally believed (For details
see, I.H.Q., vol.XVII, 1942, p.65 ff; J.N.Sarkar (ed): H.B., vol.I1,93-94
A.Karim : Bangldr Itihasa PP.153-161). o

77. After the death of Firuz Shah, there was a war of succession in which
Bahadur succeeded (A.Karim : Corpus,p.l14).

78. In 724 A.H./1324 A.D. Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Tughluq of Delhi, on getting
advantage .of internal rivalry between two sons of Shams al-Din Firuz Shah,

Captured Lakhnauti and brought it under the gway of the Delhi authority
(A.Karim:Corpus, p.141).

79. A. Karim: Corpus, p.140.

80. Ibid, p.142. How long he could enjoy sovereignty is not definitely known.
From the evidence of coins it may be said that Ghyath al-Din Bahddur was
defeated, captured and killed in between 729 A.H. and 733 A.H.

81. Bahram Khan was the adopted son of Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Tughlug of Delhi.
He was appointed governor of Sunargdon and Satgdon in 724 A%H./1324 A.D.

But during the reign of Sultan Muhammad bin Tughluq he acted as governor
of Sunargaon only.

(Footnotes continued next page)



tion of this period helped to cement the independence that Bengal enjoyed
from 1338 A.D. to 1538 A.D. and it is possible to visualise that the spirit

of independence was an important factor in shaping the policies of the early

Iliyas Shahi rulers.
II1

Though Ikhtiyar al-Din Muhammad Bakhtiyar Khalji was a soldier, he
rightly thought that the Muslim rule would depend on the support and co-opera-
tion of the Muslim population of Bengal. So, he took steps to organize the
Muslim society in Bengal. Minhaj-i-Siraj mentioned that after the establish-

ment of the Muslim rule in Bengal, he built mosques, madrasah and Ebénqahs8§

These activities of Muhammad Bakhtiyar Khalji was the first planned attempt

to organize the Muslim society in Bengal. Subsequent rulers of Bengal followed

the example of Muhammad Bakhtiyar Kbalji87

. The Sultans of Bengal also patro-
nised the‘Ulamas (scholars), the Magbéﬁghs (Iearned in religion and law), the
Saiyyids (desceendents of the prophet) and the Sufis (saints)88 in order to
foster the cause of the Muslim society in Bengal. Besides, the Sultans of

Bengal by doing benevolent works and by adopting liberal attitude in the

affairs of administration, became successful in winning support of the local

82. Yahya : T.M.S., p.104.

83. A.Karim : Corpus, p.l143.

84. A.Karim : Corpus, p.143. 'Ali Mubdrak was the paymaster (Arid) of Qadar
Kban s army. He ascended the throne of Lakhnautl under the title of Sultan
‘Ala’al-Din(Yahya: T.M.S., p.105).

85. Haji Iliyas was the foster-brother of 'AlT Mubarak, the‘*arid of Qadar
Khan's army (Salim: Riyad., p.98).

86. Minhaj : T.N., p.151. Remains of any have not yet been discovered.
87. Ibid, p.161; J.R.A.S. vol.6, 1872 A.D. PP.371-372; J.A.S.B., vol.39,
No. IV, 1870 A.D. PP.285- 287 288.

88. Minhéj : T.N., PP.161-162, 198 199, 243. Barani: T.F.S., p.91.
Badauni : Muntakhab, vol. ,Imgtr,g)ﬂj




people89. The Muslim scholars and the Suffs also played a vital role iu the

growth of the Muslim society in Bengal. The Muslim scholars founded madrasah«,
wrote books and held discussion with the non-Muslims and won them over to the
religion of Isl&m. The Sifis, on the other hand, through their simple and
austere life and manner and their renunciation of worldy affairs, attracted

the local people and comverted them to Islam. Thus it is revealed that through
the combined efforts of three forces; namely (I) the Sultans of Bengal,(II) the

Muslim scholars and (III) the Safis and Saints, the Muslim society of Bengal

grew, developed and gathered strengthgo.

During the period under review, the Khalji nobility and the officers

of Bengal also came forward to provide facilities for the dissemination of
Islamic learning by founding madrasahg, for the propagation of Islam by help-
ing the dargahs and for the observance of religious duties by building mosques”
These works of the Khalji nobility and the officers of the rulers of Bengal
greatly helped the growth of the Muslim society in Bengal. Besides, a few
warrior-saints played an important role in shaping the Muslim society of

Bengal. They started their career as soldiers and earned reputation in con-
quering some portions of Bengal. But afterwards they changed their career and
adopted simple life of the saints and devoted their energies for the propaga-

. - _ D , .92
tion of Islam. Among them the name of Zafarkhan Ghazi is worth mentioning””.

89. A.Karim: Social History, p.59. Pierre Bessainget (ed) : Social Research
in East Pakistan, p.12.

90. For details see. A.Karim: Social History,PP. 62-76, 124-139.

91. Minhaj: T.N., p.151; J.A.S.B., vol.41, No.I, 1872 A.D., PP.103-104; J.A.S.B
vol.39, No.IV, 1870 A.D., PP. 285-287, 289.

92. Zafar Khan Ghazi conquered Satgaon during the period from 1298 A.D. to

1313 A.D. under Sultan Rukn al-Din Kaikalis and Sultan Shams al-Din Firuz
Shah (A.Karim : Social History , p.117).
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Initially those who founded the Muslim society in Bengal were all
immigrants. They poured into Bengal as governors, administrators, generals,

. . . 93
soldiers, teachers, missionaries, traders and fortune-seekers

Of the immigrants the Turkish Muslims came to Bengal in large number.
From the contemporary sources it is not possible to ascertailn the exact num-
ber of soldiers in the army of Muhammad Bakhtiyar Khalji. But a careful study

of the Tabagat-i-Nasiri reveals that the first contingent of Muslims who foun-

ded the kingdom of lLakhnautl numbered a few thousandga. Migrations continued
thereafter and fresh waves of immigrants came to Bengal with every new governor
and chief. But different tribes of the Turks gained ascendency at different
timesgS. In the wake of the Muslim conquest of Bengal, the Persians96 and the
Arabs”’' migrated to Bengal as peaceful settlers, traders and missionaries.
Besides, many central Asian families uprooted by the Mongal eruption, moved

out of their homeland and settled in Bengal. Along with these immigrants

came the poets, scholars, theologlans, craftsmen, architects and paintersg8

93. M.A. Rahim : S.C.H.B.,vol.I, p.4/.
94. Minhaj : T.N., PP.152, 156-158.

95. Upto the time of Balka Khalji, the Khalji Turks were predominant in
Bengal but thereafter, the Turks of non-khalji origin began to get
ascendency (Indian culture, Vol. XI, No.2, 1944, p.55). During the
period of Mughith al-Din Tughral, Turks obtained full supremacy.

9%. In the writings of Minhaj-i-Siraj, references to Persian merchants
and officers are available (Minhaj : T.N., PP.157, 159-160). Majority
of the Sufis who came to Bengal were of Persian origin (M.A. Rahim :
S.C.H.B., vol.I, p.49). -

97. M.A. Rahim : S.C.H.B., vol. I, p.47. Among the Sufis who preached and
taught Islam in Bengal, a large number were Arabs. It is said that every
one of the saints was accompanied by 120 disciples and follwers. Shaikh
Shah Jalal came with 360 disciples and they all settled down in Bengal.
Mongal leader Cenghiz Khan devasted the cities of Khurasan and Trans-
Ox1ana.

98. J.N. Sarkar (ed): H.B., vol.II, PP.27-28; M.A. Rahim : S.C.H.B., vol.I,
p.>0; A.Karim : Social History, p.141.
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There are also evidence that Muslims of diverse territorial groups came and
settled in Bengalgg. Besides, when the imperial siway passed to the house of
Khalji, many faithful supporters of the Early Turkish Sultans of Delhi, pri-
marily owing to the persecution of Sultan Kaikobad and finally on account to
the over-threw of his govermment fled to Bengal and placed themselves under
the protection of Bughra Ehénloo. A large number of people also fled to Bengal
to avoid disasters of famines that occured twice in Delhi during the reign of
Sultan Muhammad bin Tugbluq101. Moreover, there are references to show that
groups of recalcitrant people came to Bengal and settled thereloz. These

people maintained a strong sentiment against the Sultans of Delhi and had a

far-reaching influence on the Muslim society of Bengal.

There is another factor which was responsible for increasing the number
of the Muslims in Bengal, i.e. merger of the local populace in the Muslim
society after conversion to Islam. The local converts hailed from different
ranks of the non-Muslim society of Bengal. The democratic and humane ideals
of Islam, brought by the new-comers, initiated a revolutionary change in all
spheres of local life. As a matter of fact, Islam appeared with a new meaning
and outlook on life and it impressed the people so much that the suppressed

Buddhist and many humble and persecuted lower class Hindus accepted Islam

99. Pirre Bessoignet (ed): Social Research in East Pakistan,p.13.
100. Khondkar Fuzli Rabbee : The origin of the Musalmans of Bengal,p.19.
101. Ibid, p.21; Firishtah : T.F., vol.I, Eng..tr., p.428.

102. Barani : T.F.S., p.189; Nazim al-Din : T.A. vol.I, Eng.tr.p.137.
103. Ramai Pandit : Sunya Purapa, p.233. -
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in order to get rid of injustices and cast restrictions and to get good
position in the society. But examples are also there to show that higher
class people including the Brahmins gradually succumbed to the influence
of Islam either politically or religiously1

During the period under review, the Muslim society of Bengal was
divided into two broad classes; the higher class and the lower class.105
The higher class was mostly composed of the Turks (mainly Khalji and Ilbari),

the Persians and the Arabs. People, belonging to the upper or higher class,

were again grouped according to their professions as follows : (i) 'Ulama,

Mashaikh and Séd§t106 and others of similar nature. (ii) Official class
107

under the titles of Amir, Malik Khan and Sadr

—L-—.——-

The lower class of the Muslim society of Bengal was mostly composed
of the local convert8108. There is no detailed account of the professional
classes of people in the writings of the contemporary historians, though
they refer to their existence in the society. It is learnt from Minhaj-i-
Sirdj that people belong to different of professions used to get wealth
from Ghiyath al-Din 'Iwad Eh@ljflog. Barani mentioned that Mughith al-Din
TUghpal was very much liberal towards Qalandars (wandering darwish) to whom

he presented three maunds of goldllo. This proves the existence of a class

of people known as Qalandars in the Muslim society of Bengal.

104. During the reign of 'All Mardan Khalji one Bhojar Brahmin accepted the
religion of Isldm after his enquiry about that religion.
(ii) Caitanya Bhagavata, Adi parva, l4th., P. 292.
F2 3p0l Cor TN %RUT J1%9 1 7 &y 9ildr g0 Q609 g4 o1
Eng.translation : Some Hindus, though they are Brahmins, become
Yavanas according to their own wish.

105. A. Karim : Social History, P. 157.

106. Minhdj : T.NT,7P.7I61. The words 'Ulama, Mashaikh and Sadat mean scho-
lars, doctors in Muslim law and theology and descondants of the Prophet
respectively.

(Footnotes continued next page)
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The Muslim immigrants of different nationalities came to Bengal under
the banner of Islam and they brought with them their own cuitural traditions.
On the other hand, the local converts, though they accepted Islam, could not
altogether change their ways of life. These together formed the basis of the
Muslim society of Bengal which turned to be a breeding field of a new culture

that took final shape after a long process of gradual evolution.

IV
During the period under review we notice the development of a system

of administration in Bengal. In order to understand it properly we may discuss
it under four distinct periods, namely (1) the kingdom of Lakhnauti under the
KhaljI Maliks; (2) Lakhnautl under the Sultanate of Delhi; (3) the Kingdom of
Lakhnauti from Bughrd Khan to Ghiyath al-Din Bahadur and (4) Lakhnauti under

the Sultanate of Delhi from 1324 A.D. to the rise of Haji Iliyas Shah.

1. Bakhtiyar Khalji, whose relationshipwith the authority at Delhi 1s not

very clear, remained at least outwardly, loyal to Muizz al-Din Muhammad Ghﬁrill!
But this outward loyalty did not prevent him from making administrative arrange-
ment independently. After establishing his capital at Lakhnauti Muhammad Bakh-
tiyar Khaljl introduced elements of Muslim administration in Bengal. He minted

coins and caused the khutbah to be read in every part of his kingdomllz. From

the political and administrative point of view, he divided his kingdom into

a number of divisions113 and placed one military chief in charge of each divi-

10/7. Ibid, PP.151, 152, 15/-158; Badauni: Muntakhab, vol.1, Eng.tr.p.217.

108. Pierre Bessaignet (ed): Social Research in East Pakistan, p.52.
109, Minhaj: T.N., p.lol.

110. Barani: T.F.S. 91

111. For details, see Supra, chap.l, part II.
112. Minhaj: T.N., p.151.

113. The policy of dividing the territory into several divisions was a general
practice among the Muslims who themselves had developed it under the Abba-

sids. The Ghaznavids and the Ghurides (I.H.Quereshi : The administration
of the Sultanate of Delhi, p.122).
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sion. Each administrative division was called 'Iqta" and its governor was

known as 'Muqta” and names of two 'Muqtds' are found in the Tabaqat-i-Nasiri

'AlT Mardan Khaliji, the 'Muqta' of Narkotit1? and llusam al-Din 'Iwad Khaljf,

the Muqta’ of Ganguri or Kankurill6. These arrangements of Muhammad Bakhtiyar
Khalji indicate that he introduced a sort of tribal confederacy in the adminis-

tration of Bengal.

Muhammad Shiran Khalji (1206-1207 A.D.) followed his master's policy
and confirmed the Khalji amirs in their respective posts which they had been
holding117. He did not even punish the supporters of 'Ali Mardan Khalji, rather

maintained the status quo within his principality.

'Ali Mardan Khalji (606-609 A.H./12089-12 A.D. ) was the flrst ruler of

Bengal who declared independence openly}lé and his re1g;1(609 624 A.H. /1212~

1227 A.D.) marked a new epoch in the history of the Muslim administration in
Lakhnauti. Ghiyath al-Din 'Iwad Khaljl was the first Sultan of Bengal whose
independent coins have come to light, and the name of the khalifah of Baghdad

1s found inscribed on some119

114. Minhaj : T.N., PP. 156-158.

115. For variation of reading see Raverty's translation of the Tabagat-i-
N331r1, P.572, f.n.7. Ngzam al-Din Ahmad mentioned the name of the fief
of TALi Mardan Khalji as Barsul (T.A.Eng.tr., vol.l, p.54). Barsul is
identitied with the area of Sarkar Ghoraghat belonglng to the district
of Dinajpur. It is situated at the meeting place of three districts namely
Bogra, Rangpur and Dinajpur. A.Karim: Banglar Itihdsa, p.70, f.n.I).

116. Qanungo identified it with mahal Gankarah in Sarkar Tanda (J N.Sarkar (ed):

H.B., vol.II, p.3/.
11/7/. Minhaj : T.N., p.158.

118. TIbid., p.159.

119. J.A.S.B., 1873, p.358. On the basis of these coins, some historians
enunciated a theory that 'Iwad Khalji received investitute from the*ﬂu&éjuh
... of Baghdad But this theory has now been challenged. For details
see, P.P.H.C., 1953 A.D., PP. III-14; A.Karim : Banglar Itihasa, PP.99-107.
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For the first time he realized the importance of navy for a country like

Bengal and built a flotilla of war-boatslzo. He, was also the first Sultan of

Bengal to make a vigorous attempt to extend the frontier of his kingdom in all
directionslzl. All through his reign, Ghivath al-Din 'Iwad Khalji laboured
hard for the welfare of his peoplelzz. All these traits of his reign must have

had some impact on the administrative arrangements of his time. In the absence

of details nothing more than this assumption can be made.

2. After the death of Ghiyath al-Din 'Iwad Khalji Lakhnauti passed to the

Delhi authority. This position, except for short interva18123, lasted till the

time of Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Balban. During this period upto the year 1281 A.D.
we find hardly any development in the administrative system of Bengal, and
actually the Lakhnautl government became a replica of the Imperial court of
124

Delhi “". But Bughra Khan's appointment (1281 A.D.) in the province of Lakhnauti

marked a change. In the preceding period i.e. from 1227 A.D. to 1281 A.D.

125

Lakhnauti was termed as.'Iqta* or 'Wildyat but afterwards, 1t was called

Iqlim, a term which was also used for Bangélah126. It is learnt from Barani

that the territorial assignment like 'Iqté"continued127. llence, the use of

120. Minhaj: T.N., p.163.
121. J.A.S.P., vol.III, 1958 A.D., p./0.

122. In order to facilitate transport and communication, even during the mon-
soon, Ghiyath al-Din 'Iwad Khalji built embankment (pul) from Nagar to
Devkot passing through the capitalcity of LakhnautI. He also built a series
of dykes to protect the city of Lakhnauti from floods.Besides, he erected I
public buildings and bestowed property and goods upon the people of all
classes (Minhaj : T.N., PP.161-162).

123. The period when Balka Khaljl (1230 A.D.), Mughitlh al-Din Yuazbak,(1251-
1257 A.D.), 'Izz al-Din Balbani (1257-1259 A.D.), Taj al-Din Arsalan
(1259 A.D.-1261), Tatar Khan (1261 A.D.-1268 A.D.) and Mughith al-Din

Tughral (1279 A.D.-1281 A.D.) ruled over Lakhnauti independently. For
details, see Supra) Chap.I, part.II, PP. 22-24.

(Footnotes continued next page).
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the 'Iqlim' for Takhnautl is significant. In fact, by changing the term for

Lakhnautl, Sultan Balban wanted to enhance the position of Lakhnauti in order

to keep a vigilant eye over the activities of 'iqtddars'. So, the position of

Iqlim Lakhnautl seems to be higher than an 'Iqta®' or wilayat and thus the sta-

tus of the governor of Lakhnautl was enhanced and he acted as more than a gover-

nor128. It is evident from the account of Barani that Bughré Khan had a 'Dabir’

(Secretary) of his own129 and his father bestowed upon him 'chatr' (Umbrella)

and 'Durbash’ (royal staff)lBO. It is also clear from Barani that Sultan Balban,

who followed a policy of non-expansion, gave directions to his son Bughra Khan

to conquer and to bring Iqlim Bangalah under his controlljl. These facts refer

to the special position of the governor of Lakhnauti.

3. The next phase of the Bengal administration was run independently which

lasted for thirty seven years, i.e. from 1287 to 1324 A.D.132

death, Bugbré Kbén declared independence (1287 A.D.)133. But it is not known

. On his father's

whether he issued independent coins. But his son Rukn al-Din Kaikaus (1291-

1301 A.D.) not only minted coins with full regal titles, but also inscribed

124. J.A.S.P., vol.I1I, 1958, p.71, J.N. Sarkar (ed): H.B., vol.Il, p.42.

125. Minhaj : T.N., PP. 239, 242-43, 246, -

126. Barani: T.F.S., PP.92-93. In one place, Bangalah was termed as ‘Arsah by
Barani (Barani : T.F.S., p.93). This led K.R. Qanungo to suggest that
‘Arsah Bangalah meant Satgion and Iqlim Bangilah meant Sunargdon (J.N.
Sarkar (ed): H.B., vol.II, p.71). But actually these suggestions are not
correct. A careful reading of the Tarikh-i-Firdz Shahi reveals that ‘Arsah

e

Bangdlah was only a part of Iqlim Bangilah. (For details see, J.A.S.P.
vol.III, 1958 A.D., PP. 72-73, f.n. 40).

127. Barani : T.F.S., p.92.

128. J.A.S.P., vol.I1l1, 1958, p.73.
129, Barani : T.F.S., p.95.

130. Ibid, p.92.

131. TIbid.

132. Sultan Balban of Delhi died in 1287 A.D. In 1324 A.D. Sultan Ghiyath al-

Din Tughluq captured lLakhnautI and it under the control of the Delhi
Sultanate.

133. Barant : T.F.S., p.139.
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on these coins the name of the Khalifanof Baghdadl34. A careful study of the
inscriptions of Rukn al-Din Kaikads showns that he divided the Sultanate of
Lakhnauti into two provinces, namely Bihar and Lakhnauti, appointed governors
there and the Sultan and the governors assumed the lofty titleslBS. This clear-
ly demonstrates their mentality to under-mine the status of the Sultans of
Delhil3b. During the reign of Sultan Sham¢al-Din Firuz Shah (1301-1322 A.D.)
new administrative centres were established at Satgaon and Sunérgéon137. It
may, therefore, be said that during his reign, the kingdom of Bengal was divided
into four provinces - Bihar, Lakhnauti, Satgaon and Sunargaon. But the most
important and striking feature of the administrative reorganizations brought
about by him was that he shared the sovereignty with his three sons - that 1s
during the life-time of Sultan Shams al-Din Firuz Shah, his three sons, namely
(I) Jalal al-Din Mahmud, (II) Shihab al-Din Bughdah Shah and (IIl) Ghiyath al-
Din Bahadur Shah, ruled some portions of Bengal enjoying the right of issuing

: . : 1.
colns in thelr own names

134. A.Karim: Corpus, p.140. H.N. Wright: Cataloque, vol.IIl, PP.14/-148.

135. Shamsuddinn Ahmad: Inscriptions, PP.11-14, 17,19,20,22. The governors of
Bihar and Lakhnauti were Ikhtiyar al-Din Firuz Aitigin and Shahab al-Din
Zafar Khan Bahram Aitigin respectively. Sultan Rukn al-Din Kaikaus took
the following titles : "Sultan al-Salatin', "Al-Sultdn al-Muazzam Malik
Rigab al-usm Mawla Mulk al-Turk wa al-Azam'. -
Ikhtiydr al-Din Firdz Aitigin, was given the title of Khan al-Azam, Khagin
al-Muazzam, Khan al-Sharq wa al-Sin and Sikandar al-Thani. Zafar Khan Bahram
Aitigin, was given the title of "Khasru-i-Zamdn and Sikandar al-Thani'.

136. A.Karim: Banglar Itihasa, PP.149-150.

137. Though the process of the conquest of Satgaon and Bangalah (East Bengal)
was started in the reign of Rukn al-Din Kaikdlis, but these places were
finally captured and annexed to the Muslim kingdom of Bengal in the reign
of Sultan Shams al-Din Firdz Shah (A.Karim: Banglar Itihasa,p.163).

138. A.Karim: Corpus. p.140. This is how A.Karim ,after refuting K.R. Qanungo

(H.B., vol.II, 80-81) explains the concurrent issue of coins.
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4. The kingdom of Lakhnautl lost its sovereignty again in 1324 A.D. when
Sultan Chiyath al-Din Tughluq captured it139. After bringing Lakhnautl under
the control of the Delhi authority, Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Tughluq took steps

for its administration and placed Nasir al-Din Ibrahim at Lakhnautilao and

assigned the charge of Sunargaon and Satgaon to Bahram Khan alias Tatar Khéh141

Sultan Muhammad bin Tughluq of Delhi adopted a more effective policy towards
Bengal. He again divided Bengal into three administrative units - Lakhnauti,

142

Satgaon and Sunargaon -~ and appointed governors for each of them™ ™. In order

to run the administration of Bengal smoothly, he introduced the system of dual
governorship, appointing Bahram Khan and Ghiyath al-Din Bahéidur143 as governors
of Sunargaon and after reinstating Nasir al-Din Ibrahim at Lakhnauti, he appoin-
ted Malik Pindar Khalji entitled Qadar Khdn as joint-governor there. Satgaon

was placed under'Izz al-Din Yahyélaa.

The above facts show that during the period from Muhammad Bakhtiyar
Khalji to the rise of Haji Iliyas, the rulers tried to evolve a pattern of
administrative system based on thelr past experience and concepts and in accor-
dance with the need of the society and time. Theybrought about many necessary
and innovative changes in the system to make it more effective and efficient

and thus leaving scope for its continuity and further development by the

future rulers of Bengal.

139. This view also finds support in the fact that during the reign of Sultéan

Shams al-Din Firuz Shih, the frontier of the Muslim kingdom was extended
in all directions.

Yahya: T.M.S., p.9%6.
140. Barani: T.F.S., p.451.

141. Salim: Riyad., p.93. Bahram Khan was the adopted son of Sultan Ghiyath al-
Din TUghluq
142. P.P.H.C., 1955, p.209.

143. A.Karim : Corpus, p.16. Ghiyath al-Din Bahadur was the son and successor
of Sultan Shams al-Din Firuz Shah. He was taken as captive to Delhi in

1324 A.D. He was released by Sultan Muhammad bin Tughluq and was sent back
to Sunargaon as governor, but among scholars there are differences of

opinion regarding the respective position of Bahram Khan and Bahadur Shah,

the two rulers of Sunargaon (For details see, P.P.H.C.,1955, PP.212-213:
J.A.S.B.,1922, p. A23)
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Chapter [l

Origin and rise of Iliyas Shah

The origin of Iliyas Shah and his rise in the political arena of Bengal
are two big riddles in the minds of many scholars. The contemporary sources
furnish us very little information about his early life. However, the later
sources give some stray references and a critical and minute study of them

enables one to form an idea about Iliyas Shah's origin ard his rise tothe throne

of Lakhnautil.

Ibn-i-Hajar ‘Asqalani, the contemporary Arab historian mentioned in his

Inbaul ghumr that the ancestor of Haji Iliyas belonged to Sijistan, the country

to the east of Persial. Another Arab historian Shams al-Din Muhammad bin 'Abd
al-Rahman al-Sakhawi also mentioned that Haji 1liyas was a Sijistani by originz.
But we do not know anything from their accounts about the time and the way of
his coming to the Indian subcontinent. The coins of Sultan Saif al-Din Hamzah
Shah give us new information about Haji Iliyas. On the obverse of one of his

coins3, the legend reads thus : Saif al-Duniya wa al-Din Abu al-Mujahid Hamzah

Shah bin Azam Shah bin Sikandar §péh bin Iliyas Shah bin Sultan (Saif al-Duniya

1. Ziauddin Desai : "Some New Data Regarding the Pre-Mughal Muslim Ruler of
Bengal", Islamic Culture, vol.32, No.3, July 1985, p.199.

2. glieacidY abell o] o)) oLl 2 I o g2 g lis  sidol o ol LB
G’ ' /rmhAJ‘}J o o ,?£;4UI;KZJ&JQ§;A>LTAALgJL” qul’
"Azam Shah son of Iskandar Shah son of Shams al-Din, Ghiyath al-Din Abg-al-
Muzaffar, al-Sijistani by origin, (was) the ruler of Bengal in the country
of India". Al-Daw al-lami4 Cairo, 1303 A.H. part II, p.313.

3. H.N. Wright : Catalogue II, coin No.87, p.160. We have personally examined
the photocopy of this coin.
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wa al-Din Abu al-Mujahid Hamzah Shah son of Azam Shah son of Sikandar Shah

son of Iliyas Shah son of Sultan). Thus the reading of this coin indicates

that Iliyas Shah was the son of one called Sultan.

The Sirat-i-Firuz ghahl informs us that Haji Iliyas was the father of

‘A11 Shah who was in service of Pindéra. It is also known from the same source
that Pindar, who was a servant of one of the servants of the court of Delhi,
addressed Shams al-Din Iliyas as his brotherS. These facts seem to be incredible.
Because, we know it clearly, that ‘All Shah was dethroned by Haji Iliy§S6. This
contention induces one to disbelieve the relation between Haji Iliyas and ‘Ali
Shah. A. Karim is also of the opinion that it is not possible for the son of
Haji Iliyas to serve under an official of Firuz §béh7. Besides, the account of

the Sirat-i-Firuz ghahl is not supported by any other source. Hence, it would

not be wise to accept its views.

According to Ghulam Husain Salim, Hajl Iliyas was the foster brother of
‘All MubérakS, the army chief of Qadar Ebéng. He also informs that both Hajl

Iliyas and ‘Al1 Mubarak were in the service of Malik FirGz (later on Sultan

Firdz Shah Tughluq) in Delhilo, On the other hand, Buchanan 1s of the opinion

4, Sirat-i-Firuz phahi, Extract translated by K.K. Basu in J.B.O.R.S.,
vol. XXVII, part 1, 1941, p.92.
Ibid.

5.

6. Yahya : T.M.S., p.105; Nizam al-Din: T.A., vol. III, p.262; Badaani:
Muntakhab, p. 230 Flrlshtah T.F., part rt II, p.295; Sallm : Rlyad,
p.95; Martln : History of Eastern India,vol.III, p 616.

7. A. Karim : Banglar Itihdsa; p.224.

8. Salim : Riyad, p.93.

9. @Qadar Khan was the imperial governor of Lakhnautl under Sultan Muhammad

bin Tughluq of Delhi. T

10. Salim : Riyad, p.93.
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that Haj1i Iliyas was a servant of ‘All Mubérakll.

A close study of the Persion works shows that Hajl Iliyas came of a
noble family. In the words of Badauni, Haji Iliyas was a man of family and

14

retinuelz. Yahya Sihrindi13, Nizam al-Din Ahmad™ " and Firigbtahl5 called him

16

Malik. Abdl Fadl™ also mentioned him as an Amir. lhese point to his high

lineage.

Thus collating the information of the above sources it appears that
Haji Tliyas was a Sijistanl by origin. He came of a noble family and his

father's name was Sultan.

The contemporary historians Diya' al-Din Barani and ‘Abd al-Malik ‘Isami
are completely silent on the rise of Hajil Iliyads in Bengal. Of the later his-
torians Yahya bin Ahmad Sihrindi mentions that Haj1l Iliyas, who had a big
army and a good number of followers, making friendship with the Amirs, Maliks
and the people of lakhnauti, put‘Al3i’al-Din (Al1 Mubdrak) to death and ascended
the throne of Lakhnautl under the title of Sultan Shams al—Dih17. We find simi-
lar account in the writings of Nizam al-Din Ahmad, ‘Abd al-Qadir Badauni and
Firigbtah18. Ghulam Husain Salim gives us a little more information. It is

mentioned in the Riyad al-Salatin that Haji Iliyas and‘Ali Mubarak were in

11. M.Martin : History of Fastern India, vol.IlI, p.616.

12. b YN 144;&.9 9 ghard Al .S Al L)l‘,flbo
BadaGni : Munatakhab., p.230. U o

13. Yahya : T.M.S., p.105.

14. T.A., vol.IlIl, p.262.

15. ., part II, p.295.

16. A., vol.II, PP.65-66.

17. T.M.S., p.105,

18. Nizam al-Din : T.A., vol.IlIl, p.262; Badauni : Muntakhab,PP.230-231;
Firightah : T.F., part II, p.2%.
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the service of Malik Firuz in Delhi. During the first year of the reign of
Sultdn Muhammad bin Tughluq, HajiI Iliy&s, doing something wrong, escaped from
Delhi. On being asked by Malik Firudz, ‘Al1 MubArak searched for him. But when
he failed to present Hajl Iliyds, Malik Firuz banished him as well. ‘Al1 Mubarak
started for Bengal and took service under Qadar Khan, the imperial governor

of Lakhnauti. Ultimately when he ascended the throne of Lakhnauti. H&j1 Iliyas
came to Pandudh. Sultdn‘Ala’al-Din (AlI Mubdrak) kept him a prisoner for some
time, but at the intercession of Iliyas's mother, who was the nurse of Sultan
‘Ala’ al-DIn, he released him and giving him an impart and position admitted him
to his presence. Hajl Iliyas, with in a short time gained over the army to his
side and one day with the help of the eunuchs slew Sultan ‘Ala’al-DIn and pro-

claiming himself Shams al-Din Bhangrah occupied LakhnautT and Bengallg.

The above narration does not give us a clear idea of the rise of Haji
Iliyas in the politics of Bengal and, in order to get a clear picture of his
rise, it 1s necessary to know the political conditions of Bengal after the

death of Bahram Khan, the imperial governor of Sunargaon under Sultan Muhammad

bin Tughluq of Delhi.

On the death of Bahram Khan, the governor of Sunargaon in 739 A.H./

1338 A.D., hisSilahadar (armour bearer) Fakhr al-DIn rebelled and assumed the

insignia of royalty under the designation pf Sultan Fakhr al-Din. On receipt
of this news Sultan Muhammad bin Tughluq directed Qadar Khan, governor of

Lakhnauti, ‘lzz al-Din Yahya, governor of Satgaon and Firtuz Khan of Kara to

19. Salim : Riyad, p.93-95.
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undertake a joint campaign against the revel Fakhr al-Din. The combined forces
marched to Sunargaon. Fakhr al-Din also came out with his men to meet them and
in the contest that followed he was defeated and took shelter in the nearby

jungle. Qadar Khan remained at Sunargaon, while the other Amirs returned to

their respective Tqtas (fiefs)zo.

. e

When the rainy season drew in, most of the horses in the army of Qadar
Khan died. He had collected much money and immense wealth. As he did not give
due share to his soldiers,discontent broke out among them21. Fakhr al-Din
carried on secret negotiations with the discontented soldiers of Qadar Khan,
and when he returned to fight with Qadar Khan, his soldiers sided with him
(Fakhr al-Din) and killed the latter. Fakhr al-Din took his seat at Sunargaon

and appointed his slave Mukhlis to Lakhnauti. But Ali Mubarak, the*Arid-i-

Laghkar(Paymaster) of Qadar Khan, put Mukhlis to death and possessed himself

of lakhnauti. He applied to the Delhi authority for his confirmation as governor
of Lakhnautl. Sultan Muhammad bin Tughlug,on the other hand, instead of confirm-
ing him, sent Malik Yusuf to assume the charge of lLakhnauti. But Malik Ydasuf
died on the way to Lakhnauti. As the Sultan of Delhi was engaged otherwise,

he could not pay attention towards lakhnautl anymore. In this situation, ‘AlTI
Mubarak, owing to his opposition to Fakhr al-Din assumed the insignia of royal-

ty and called himself Sul;én‘Alé’al—Dinzz.

20. Yahya : T.M. p.104. Firishtah : T.F., part II, p.295.

T.M.S.,
21. Yahya : T.M.S., PP.104-105, Badauni : Muntakhab, p.230.
22. Yahya : T.M.S., p.105. Badaani : Muntakhab,p.230; Firishtah : T.F
part 1[I, p.295. o
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It is difficult to ascertain the date of Sultan‘Ala’al-Din's accession
to the throne of lakhnauti. In the annotated volume of Ayn-i-Akbari it is re-
corded that Sultan‘Ala’'al-Din ascended the throne of lakhnauti in 1339 A.D./
740 A.H.23 But modern scholars like N.K. Bhattasali and Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay
have different opinion. According to them the date of Sultan‘Ala’al-Din's
accession was 742 A.H./1341 A.D. N.K. Bhattasali ascertained this date on
the basis of the assumption that the collision between Qadar Khan and Fakhr
al-Din took place in 742 A.H. and in that collision Qadar Khan was killedza.
On the other hand, Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay is of the opinion that as coin of
Sultan ‘Ala’al-Din bearing the date 742 A.H. has been found, so it is expected
that he ascended the throne in that year(742 A.H./1341 A.D.)25 He also argued
in favour of his view by saying that in 739 A.H./1338 A.D. Fakhr al-Din declared
independence and after that the following events took place successively :
supperssion of the rebellion of Fakhr al-Din by Qadar Khan, assassination of Qadar
Khan, capture of Lakhnauti by Fakhr al-Din, appointment of Mukhlis as governor
of Lakhnautl, murder of Mukhlis and recapture of Lakhnautl by ‘Al1 Mubarak,
application to the Sultan of Delhi by *All Mubarak for his confirmation as
governor of Lakhnautil, appointment of a new governor by the Sultan of Delhi,
death of the new governor on his way to lakhnauti, waiting for further appoint-
ment and finally *Ali Mubarak's accession to the throne of Lakhnauti. All these

events must have taken not less than three or four years. So, he ascertained

23. Abul Fadl : A.A., vol. II, Engtr., p.126.
24. N.K. Bhattasali : Coins and Chronology, p.15.

25. Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay : Bangldr Ttihaser Dufo Bachar, p.15.
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742 A.H./1341 A.D. as the year of Sultan‘Ala’al-Din's (Ali Mubdrak) accession

to the throne of Lakhnaut126

On a close examination neither of the above mentioned explanations seems
to be valid. For, N.K. Bhattasali did not mention the source of his information

Besides, as 1t 1s clearly written in the Tarikh-i-Mubarak Shahi that Fakhr al-

Din declared independence in 739 A.H./1338 A.D.27, we need have no hesitation
in assuming that Qadar Khan and his party marched towards Sunargaon to subdue
Fakhr al-Din just after they heard of his declaration of independence. The in-
tervening period could not have been a long one. llence it 1s reasonable to
think that the first collision between Qadar Khan and Fakhr al-Din must have
taken place in 739 A.H./1338 A.D. From the Persian works it is known that in
this collision Fakhr al-Din was expelled from Sunargaon, and some time later
when Fakhr al-Din returned to fight with Qadar Khan, the latter's discontented
soldiers sided with him (Fakhr al-Din) and killed Qadar Khan who was staying
at Sunargaon. These events indicate that Qadar Khan was killed either in the

end of the year 1338 A.D./739 A.H. or in the beginning of the year 1339 A.D./
739 A.H.

[t is mentioned in the Tarikh-i-Mubarak Shahl that after the assassiona-

tion of Qadar Khan, Fakhr al-Din took his seat at Sunargaon and sent his slave
Mukhlis to Lakhnaut128. On the basis of this Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay inferred

that Fakhr al-Din conquered Lakhnautizg. But this inference does not seem to

26. Ibid.
27. Yahya : T.M.S., p.104.
28. T.M.S., p.105.

29. Snkhaymay Mukhopadhyay : Banglar Itihaser Duso Bachar, PP. 4-5.
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be valid. The author of the Tarikh-i-Mubarak Shahi was not very clear in his

narration of the events. Moreover, the event of the conquest of Lakhnautl by
Fakhr al-Din is not mentioned in any other source. Besides, a careful study

of the Persion works leads us to believe that Fakhr al-Din did not have to
capture Lakhnautl seperately. It is known that Qadar Khan, the governor of
[Lakhnauti, was killed by his soldiers at Sunargaon. As lakhr al-Din became
victorious over Qadar Khan, it is quite natural that with a view to establish-
ing his authority, he would appoint his own man fo the vacant seat of Lakhnauti.
Actually, this is what llakhr al-Din did after the assassinalion of Qadar Khan.
On getting appointment, Mukhlis went to Lakhnauti where he was killed by ‘All
Mubarak, the*Arid-i-Lashkar of Qadar Khan, who taking possession of LakhnautT,
applied to the Sultan of Delhi for his confirmation as the governor. The Sultan
immediately sent Malik Yasuf to take the charge of lLakhnauti. But Malik Yusuf
died on the way. After that the Sultan could not turn his attention to the

affairs of lakhnautl, which lost all contact with Delhi after 740 A.H./1339 A.D.

Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay mentioned that after receiving the news of the
death of Malik Yusuf, ‘Al1 Mubadrak waited for some time for further appointment
from the court of Delhi30. But this view is not in agreement with the Persion
sources. In fact, it is revealed from these accounts that on getting the news
of the death of Malik Yusuf, ‘AlT Mubarak, owing to his opposition to Fakhr al-

Din, perforce, ascended the throne of Lakhnauti and called himself Sultan‘Ala’

al-Din™ . Hence, it would be resonable to think on the basis of the accounts

30. Sukhavmay Mukhopadhyay : Banglar ltihaser Duso Bachar, P. 15.

31. vahya : T.M.S., p.105; BadadnT : Muntakhab; p.230; Firishtah : T.F.
vol. 11, p.295. -
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of the later Persion works  that the events that took place between the decla-
ration of Fakhr al-Din's independence in 739 A.H./1338 A.D. and the rise of

of *‘Ali Mubdrak to the throne of lakhnauti, required not more than one year,

which in effect retifies the view that ‘Al1 Mubarak ascended the throne of

Lakhnaut in 1339 A.D./740 A.H.

Now, we find that of the three administrative units cf Bengal32, two -
namely Sunargaon and Lakhnauti - became independent under Fakhr al-DIn and

‘Al1 Mubarak respectively.

During the period in question what happened at Satgaon is very difficult
to ascertain with the help of the contemporary or the later historians. From
Yahya Sihrindi it is known that on Fakhr al-Din's declaration of independence
at Sunargaon tizz al-Din Yahya, governor of Satgaon, marched to Sunargaon with
the combined forces of the governors of Lakhnauti and Kara to subdue Fakhr al-
Din. It is said that after defeating lkakhr al-Din, Qadar Khan, governor of

Lakhnauti, remained at Sunargaon and the other Amirs went back to their res-

pective Iq;§%33, which in effect means that+¢lzz al-Din Yahya returned to his

Iqtd‘at Satgaon. We hear nothing of ¢Izz al-Din Yahya after this. The contem-

porary historian Baranl records that after the death of Bahram Khan, the Fakhra
trouble arose in Bengal. Fakhra and the Bengal troops rebelled in Bengal and

Qadar Khan was killed and his women, children, elephants and swords were cut

to pieces and the treasure of Lakhnautl was pillaged and LakhnautI, Satgdon

32. Sultan Muhammad bin Tughlug of Dehli divided Bengal into three adminis-
trative units : Lakhnautl, Satgaon and Sunargaon.
33. Yahya : T.M.S., p.104.
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and Sunargaon passed out of hands34. These accounts of Yahyad and Baranl lead
us to believe that «Izz al-Din Yahya, governor of Satgaon died either on his
way back to Satgaon or on reaching Satgaon in 1338 A.D./739 A.ll. or soon after3?

The rise of Hajl Iliy3s is to be viewed in the perspective of this vacant posi-

tion at Satgaon.

Ghulam Husain Salim gives us information that during the first year of!
the reign of Sultan Muhammad bin Tughluq, Haji Iliyds, who was in service of |

Malik Firuz, having committed some wrong, escaped from Delhi36. After this,

nothing is known about HJaji Iliyas till his appearance in the court of Sultan i
‘Ala’ al-Din (Al1 Mubarak) at Panduah. So, the question arises : where had he
been so long ? It is also known from Ghul3m Husain Salim that Sultan ‘Al&d” al-
DiIn, giving Haji Iliyas a position, admitted him to his presence37. But the
accounts of Yahya Sihrindi, Nizam al-Din Ahmad, Firishtah and AbTl Fadl clearly
show that Hajl Iliyas was holding the position of Malik before his coming to
Panduah. All of them mentioned that Malik Iliyas, sope time after ‘Ali Mubarak's
accession to the throne of Lakhnauti, by making friendship with his Amirs and

Maliks killed him38. Yahya mentions that he had a big army and a good number

34, Barani : T.F.S., p.480.

35. As the Tarikh-i-Mub3rak Shahi (p. 104) and the Tarikh- i-Firishtah (part II
p.295) furnish us the facts that on receiving the instruction from the
Sultan of Delhi, the governors of lLakhnauti, Kara and Satgidon marched to
Sunargaon to subdue Fakhr al-Din, it 1s very likely that this joint cam-
paign was under taken within a short time of Fakhr al-Din's declaration
of independence. We know that Fakhr al-Din detlared independence in 739 A.H/

1338 A.D. Hence, it is quite reasonable to ascertain that ¢Izz al-Din Yahya
died in 1338 A.D. or soon after.
36. Salim : Riyad., p.93.

37. 1Ibid., p.95.

38. Yahya : T.M.S., p.105; Nizadm al-DIn : T.A., vol. ITI, p.262; Firishtah :
T.F. vol. I, p 295 Abiil Fadl : A.A., vol. II, Engtr. p.161.
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of followers 9. Badauni mentioned him as a man of retinueao. In the Riyad al-

Saladtin, it is evident that Hajl Iliyas was not a Malik under Sultan‘*Ala al-

Din ~. Now the question is where did he obtain the position of Malik and

maintain a large army ?

We know that ‘Ali Mubarak, having been dismissed by Malik Firtz, started

Z

47 .
for Bengal and took service under Qadar Khan, governor ot Lakhnauti™“. It is
also known from the Persian accounts that in the preceding periods, people of

different groups and ranks, being driven out from the court of Delhi or oul of

fear of oppression, took shelter in Benga143. So it is quite likely that Hajl

Iliyas, doing something wrong, escaped to Bengal and took service under ¢Izz al-\\

Din Yahya, governor of Satgaon and by dint of his merit, obtained the position |

of Malik. In this capacity, he was also able to maintain a big army. So, when |

°Izz al-Din Yahya died in 1338 A.D., Haji Iliyas took the advantage of the situa-
tion and became the master of Satgaon. This view that Hajl Iliyas first esta- (
blishment his authority in south Bengal, is also confirmed by the discovery of /
the only inscription of Hajl Iliyas at a place known as Bina Pukur which lies
within about 30 miles from Satgéonaa. Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay expressed doubt

about this inscription as it is found in a modern mosque and there is no proof

39. Yahya : T:M.S., p.105.

40. Badaunl : Muntakhab., p.Z230.
41. Salim : Riyad., p.9>5.

42. Ibid.

43, Barani : T.F.S., p.189; Nizam al-Din. T.A.vol. I, Eng.tr., PP.137

Firishtah : T.F. vol. I an tr.p.428; Khondkar kuzll Rabbee : The’
origin of the M Musalmans of Bengal, PP 19,21, o

44, Shamsuddin Ahmad : Inscrlptlons vol. IV, p.32. The Bina Pukir Inscrip-

tion of Haji Illyas Shah refers to the construction of a mosque for the
reputed saint ‘Ala’al- Haq on the Z2nd Sh&ban, 743 A.ll./31st December,1342 A.D.
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that it originally belonged to South Bengal. It is evident from all sources
that the saint ‘Ala’al-Haq lived at Panduah and so there is little doubt that
the 1inscription originally belonged to PénduéhAS. These arguments of Sukhamay
Mukhopadhyay do not seem to be very strong. For, it does not matter whether
the saint ‘Ald’ al-Haq came to Satgaon or not. In fact, out of reverence to a
saint a mosque can be constructed any where at any time. It may not be un-
reasonable to think that Haji Iliyas constructed the mosque in honour of the

famous saint in South Bengal where he first captured power.

An indirect reference may also be found in the "letters of Ain-ul-Mulk
Mahrl'' ™ which contain a proclamation of Sultan Firtz Shah Tughluq. From this
it appears that Haji Iliyas was obedient to Sultan Muhammad bin Tughluq. This
implies that Haji Iliyas did not declare independence immediately after taking
his seat at Satgaon. This may be taken to be the result of his political pru-
aence in order to avoid immediate interference of the Sultan of Delhi. However,
the allegiance of Haji Iliyas did not last long, as from /740 A.H., that is dur-
ing the lifetime of Sultan Muhammad bin Tughluq we find an independent coinage
of Haji Tliyas™’

Thus it can be said that after the death of Bahram Khan, the imperial
governor of Sunargaon, Fakhr al-Din became independent in 739 A.H./1338 A.D.

at Sunargaon; Haji Iliyas became the sole master of Satgaon in 1338 A.D./739

A.H. and ‘AlT Mubdrak ascanded the throne of lLakhnauti in 1339 A.D./740 A.H.

45. Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay : Banglar Itihadser Duso Bachar, p.21.

46. Inghah-1-Mihru, Extract translated by Mvi. ‘Abdul Wali Khan in J.A.S.B.
1923; p.279.

47. Shamsuddin Ahmad : Suppl.I.C.M. II, coin No.22, p.43.
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This possibly led to a tripartite struggle between the three independent

rulers of Sunargaon, Satagaon and lakhnauti.

Of the three places. Lakhnautil enjoyed a special position in terms
of political importance. S0 immediately after taking his seat at Sunargaon,
Fakhr al-Din sent Mukhlis to conquer lakhnauti. But he failed. According to
Ibn Batutah, hostilities between Fakhr al-Din and ‘Al11 Mubarak of Lakhnauti
were going on. Fakhr al-Din led an attack against Lakhnauti in the rainy
season, for his naval strength was superior to that of‘*Ali Mubarak, while the
latter, who possessed better land forces, retaliated with equal vigour in the

dry season48. But in this intermittent fights neither Fakhr al-Din nor ‘All

Mubarak could achieve any success.

Similarly, when Haji Iliyas felt secure of his position at Satgaon, he
marched to Lakhnauti against ‘Al Mubarak in 1339 A.D./740 A.H.49 became victo-

rious. This is confirmed by his coin which he issued from Firuzabad in /740 A.H?O.

The Persian works51 refer to hostilities between Haji Iliyas and ‘Ali
Mubarak for the throne of Lakhnauti. On the evidence of coins Thomas and
Blochmanm also thought of a long drawn hostility between tlaji Iliyas and ‘AlT

Mubarak for the sovereignty of lakhnauti, sometimes one being the victor and

48. Ibn Batutah : The Rehla, Eng.tr. by Agha Mahdi Husain, p.237.

49. The accounts of Tdrfkh-i-Mubarak Shahi (p. 105), Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh(p.230)
Tabaqat-i-Akbari (vol I1I, p.262), Tarlkh 1- Flrlshtah (pt 1T, p.296) and
Riyad al-Salatin (p.94) show that soon after ‘Ali Mubarak's accession to
the throne of Lakhnauti, tlaji Iliyds appeared at LakhnautI. [lence it is

reasonable to think that taji Iliyas marched to Lakhnauti against AIT
Mubarak in 1339 A.D./740 A.H.

50. Shamsuddin Ahmad : Suppl. I.M.C.,II, coin No.22, p.43.
51. Yahya : T.M.S., p.105; Badaunl : Muntakhab.,p.230; Nizam al-Din :
T.A., vol. III, p. 262 Firishtah : T. F., , vol.II, p. 296 Salim : Riyad,p.9.
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sometimes the other52. Iliyas is seen to have coined money in Firuzabad in

. ad in /42
740 A.H., the chance seems to have been denied to him in 741/his adversary
‘Al1 Shah is found in full possession of the mint in question53. But N.K.
Bhattasali did not agree with the view of Thomas and Blochmann. He writes ''lt

should be borne in mind that the rights to coin money and to have benedictory

prayers recited in one's own name (Sikka and Khutbah) were the most cherished

and legalising rights of sovereignty, and no kimg could lightly proceed to

have these two operations performed without a firm hold on the throne. If he
did, the people would simply not obey, with the result that his sovereign
dignity would be nowhere. Coinage does not simply mean the occupation of the
mint town, but its concern is of more public nature. It means currency and its
acceptance by the people at large"sa. These remarks may be theoratically true.
But so far the practical side is concerned, Bhattasali's view does not stand.
For, though no king could lightly proceed to issue coins without having a {irm
hold on throne, there are ample evidcnce to show that capable persons immediate-

: . . 95 . . . . .
ly after capturing power 1issued coins™ . Even, a prince, rising in rebellion

52. 'Thomas : ‘Ilhe Chronicles., PP. 207-268; J.A.S.B., 1873, p.254.
53. ‘Thoimas : The Chronicles., PP. 2067-2068.
54. N.K. Bhattasali : Coins and Chronology, p.22.

55. Mughith al-Din Ydazbak, governor of lakhnauti, issued his independent coins
in 653 A.H./1255 A.D. Imnediately after his accession to the throne,
Ghiyath al-Din Bahadur issued coins in 723 A.H. We also find that soon
after his assumption of power Fakhr al-Din Mubarak Shah issued coins in
739 A.11./1338 A.D. (A.Karim : Corpus., PP.139,141,143; Journal of the
Bangladesh Ttihas Samiti, vol.IT, 1973 A.D., p.8).
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against his father, issued coins before his accession to the throneSb. S0,
it may be said that by issuing coins in turn, Haji Iliyas and ‘Al1 Mubarak did
not do a very unusual thing; rather, they coined money with a view to establish-

ing their own authority and make it known to the people.

N.K. Bhattasali also rejected the date 746 A.ll. read by ThomasS7, and|
Botham and Frie158, and corrected it as 754 A.H. He tried to establish his
belief that the date 740 A.H. was incorrectly read on the ground that ‘All
Shah (AlI Mubarak) had not risen to power at that time and Qadar Khan still
held supremacySg. But this view of Bhattasali does not seem to be correct,
for a critical analysis of the Persian works leads us to believe that *Al1 Shah

was 1n power at that time at Lakhnauti6o. On a close examination of the photo-

graph of the coin no. 2/42 of the Suppl. Shillong Cabinet it is found that the

coin was issued from Sunargaon, not from Firuzabad as is mentioned by Thomas,

and Botham and Friel®!. It is really astonishing how they read Firuzabad in

place of Sunargaon. N.K. Bhattasali's correction of the date 740 A.H. as

754 A.H. is als> not tenable. For, it can be emphatically said that the reading

6. Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah, rising in rebellion against his father, issued
coins in /90 A.H. cf. J.A.S5.B., vol. XXXVI, pt.I, 186/, coin No.33, p.68;
Lane-Poole : The Coins of tae Muhammadan States of India in the British
Museum, p.XII; H.N. Wright : Catalowue, vol. II, coin Nos. 80 and 81,
p.159; N.K. Bhattasali : Coins and Chronology, p.63; Shamsuddin Ahmad :

Suppl.l.sl.C. vol.II, coin Nos.86 and 102, PP.50,52; A.Karim . Carpus.,
PP. 144, 154, 182.

57. Thomas : 1.C.B., p.62.

58. Botham and Friel : Suppl.Shillong Cabinet coin No.2/42, PP.120-121.
59. N.K. Bhattasali : Coins and Chronology., PP.22-23. 60. See Supra, P.41-45.

61. Thomas : I.C.B., p.62; Bothail and Friel : Suppl.Shillong Cabinet,
PP.120-121.
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of the unit 4 by N.K. Bhattasali is wrong. It is, in any way other than 'Arba’

(four). As the unit is not clear and apparently does not seem to be in agree-
ment with any unit from 'Ahdi'(one) to 'Tasa'(nine), the correct reading of

the unit 1s impossible. Hence, it is difficult to draw any conclusion unless

a better and clearer specimen is discovered.

But after the publication of N.K. Bhattasali's work, Shamsuddin Ahmad
examined a few coins of Iliyds Shah discovered from Khulna. Of these coins he
noticed one coin of the year 740 A.H. which was issued from Firuzabad. Regard-
ing the reading of the coin, A. Karim is of the opinion that Shamsuddin Ahmad
did not give any reference to the objection raised by Bhattasali and followed
the reading of Thomas63. But the preface which he wrote for the Supplement to

the volume II of the Catalogue of Coins in the Indian Museum, Calcutta, shows

that he was aware of N.K. Bhattasali's work64. Possibly Shamsuddin Ahmad did

not think it necessary to make any reference to the objection which N.K.

Bhattasali raised after examining the coin no. 2/42 of the Suppl. Shillong

Cabinet as this coin was altogether a different coin from what is cited by him.

Any way, on an examination of the photograph of the coin no.22 of the Suppl.

1.M.C. 1[64,ait is found that the coin was issued from Firuzabad. Regarding

N4

the date, it may be said that the units are very indistinct. Though the units

are not legible, it would not be difficult to assume that the coin bears the

date 740 A.H. For, the unit after the word 'Sanata'(year) started with 'Alif',

62. Shamsuddin Ahmad : Suppl.I.M.C.,II, PP.43-44.
63. A.Karim : Corpus, p.143.

o64. See Preface of the Suppl.I.M.C.,II.

b4a. The photograph of the coin was brought from the Indian Museum, Calcutta
for our verification.
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which indicates to the units ‘'Arkla” (four) and 'Arba'in'(forty). This leads

us to infer the possibility of the following four dates of the coint/04 A.H.,

740 A.H., 744 A.H. and 754 A.H.

The possibility of 704 A.H. can easily be rejected for at that time
shams al-Din Firdz Shah was the Sultan of Lakhnautibs. Lt the date were /44 A.H.

or 754 A.H., it would have been written thus : Arba‘wa Arbain wa Sabamaita, or

Arba’ wa Khamsin wa Sabdmdita. But the space containing the units would not per-

mit in any way the accommodation of either of the above mentioned five words.
Thus the probability of the date being /44 A.H. or 754 A.H. can be ruled out.

In fact, as the probability of the word 'Arba' is nullified, it is quite reason-

able to think that the word 'Arbdin' is written there. Moreover, the space for

the units in the coin could contain only three words like Arbain wa Sabamaita.

Hence, it is revealed that this coin is the coin of /40 A.il.

Now, it is clear that hostilities between Haji Iliyas and ‘Ali Mubarak

began from 740 A.H./1339 A.D.; and in the first collision the former was the

winner. But this victory of ilaji 1liyas seems to be short-lived. For, we find

——

a coin of *All Mubarak of the year 741 A.H.66 which implies his victorious posi-
tion. Tt is also seen that ‘Ali1 Mubdrak issued coins in 742 A.H.67 and /43 A.H.68

Thomas also noticed ‘Al1 Mubarak's coins dated 744 A.H., 745 A.H. and 746 A.H.69

But N.K. Bhattasali challenged the reading of these dates and concluded that

65. A.Karim : Corpus., p.140.
o6. J.N.S.I., vol.I, p.37/.

6/. Thomas : The Chronicles., p.256. N.K. Bhattasali questioned the reading
of the date 742 A.H. and said that the unit should more probably be 3
(Coins and chronology, p.15). But A.Karim, after analysing Bhattasali's
description, holds the view that the unit is clearly 2(A.Karim: Corpus,p.40)

68. H.N. wright : Catalogue II, coin no. 22, p.150; A.Karim: Corpus., p.39.
69. Thomas : The Chronicles., p.265. |
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the last colnage of Ali Mubarak was dated 743 A.H.7O. A. Karim also holds the
same opinion ~. Besides, this is proved by the fact that 11dj1 Tliyads is found
to have issued coin in the year 743 A.H.72 After that we do not find any coin
of ‘Al1 Mubarak. So, the appearance of the coin of Haji Iliyas dated 743 A.H.

establishes the fact that llaji Tliyas, after finally defeating and killing

- e it

‘Al11 Mubarak ascended the throne of lakhnautl towards the end of the year /43
AM./1362 A.D.

—— -t ——

Thus it may be said in conclusion that Hajl Iliyas was a Sijistanl by
origin and came of a noble family. Ilis father's name was Sultan. During the
initial stage of his career Hajl Iliyds was in the service of Malik Firuz.
But having comitted some wrong, he escaped to Bengal and took service under
tIzz al-Din Yahya, the imperial governor of Satgdon, Hajl Iliyas, by dint of
his merit, rose there to the position of Malik and whent‘lzz al-Din Yahya died
he became the master of Satgaon in 1338 A.D. After consolidating his power
at Satgaon, Haji Iliyas marched towards lakhnautl against ‘Ali Mubarak in 1339
A.D./740 A.H., and this ensued a long drawn hostility which ultimately came
to an end with the defeat and death of ‘Al1 Mubarak in 743 A.U./1342 A.D. [liyas'

capture of the throne of Lakhnautl may be taken to mark the beginning of the

rule of his family as paramount rulers in Bengal.

/0. N.K. Bhattasali : Coins and Chronology., p.1l6.
/1. A.Karim : Corpus., PP.40-41.

/2. Botham and Friel : Suppl. Shillong Cabinet, coin no. 2/65, PP. 126-127.
On the authority of H.E. Stapleton, N.K. Bhattasali corrected the date
743 A.H. as 748 A.H.(Coins and Chronology., p.24). But A. Karim, after

examining the photograph of the coin,did not find any reason, why the
reading of 743 A.H. should be corrected (Corpus., p.47).




Chapter I11

Farly Ilivas Shahi Dynasty

The rule of the early Tliyas Shahi dynasty opened a new chapter in
Lhe history of Bengal. Under the rule of this dynasty the Bengali speaking
peoples were integrated into one politico-sacial union and laid the foundation
of the history of Bangalah and the Bangalisl. In fact, from this period Bangalah
became the common name of the vast region from Teliagarhi to Chittagong and
from the foot of the Himalayas to the Bay of Bengal. This dynasty established
an independence for Bengal that lasted for nearly two hundred years, and the
Sultans of the early Iliyas Shahi dynasty initiated a policy of giving the
administration a popular character by soliciting the co-operation of the local

people.

The early Iliyas Shahi Sultans ruled Bengal for a period of seventy
years, from 743 A.H. to 814 A.H./1342 A.D. to 1412 A.D. and four rulers ruled
during this period : (1) Sultan Shams al-Din Iliyas Shah; (2) Sultan Sikandar
Shah; (3) Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah and (4) Sultan Saif al-Din [lamzah
Shah.

1. In the pre-Iliyas Shahi period the Muslim kingdom of Bengal was known as
the kingdom of Lakhnautl. But with the foundation of the early Iliyas
Shahi Sultanate, Lakhnautl was replaced by the term Bangalah. Upto the
middle of the fourteenth century, only Eastern and Southern Bengal were
known as 'Bangalah’'. After uniting the territories of Satgion, Lakhnauti
and Sunargdon under his sole authority, Iliyas Shah gave tq the imited

tenrx&9:4eshﬂheﬁggggh9£_8angalah and to the people thus 1ntegrated the
name of Bangali.
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Sultan Shams al-Din Iliyas Shah

)
HHaji Iliyas, ascended the throne of Lakhnauti in 743 A.H./1342 A.D.”
and thereby founded a dynasty which, with an interuption of about twenty
five years in the beginning of the ninth century of the llijrah, continued

to rule over Bengal till 893 AH.

On his accession to the throne of lLakhnauti, llaji Iliyas assumed the
title of Sultan Shams-al-Din". According to Nizam al-Din Ahmad Bakhshi, Haji

Iliyas took the title of Sultan Shams al-Din thnegarahS, which means Sultan

Shams al-Din, the just. But the word 'Behnegarah’' is misread by the histo-

rians as_@hangrahb. Firishtah informs us that with the consent of the Amirs,

Haji Iliyas assumed the title of Shams al-Din Shah Bhankrah7. It appears

from his writings that he does not know the origin of the word 'Bhankrah'.

H. Blochmann is of the opinion that 'Bhangrah' is a corruption of the tiindus-

tani word ''Bhangera', a seller or eater of the drug bhang(hemp)s. Ghulam

Husain Salim gives a similar explanation of the title of 'Bhangrah' as

I1iyas Shah took much Bhang(hemp), he was called 'Bhangrah'g. It is to be
noted that Haji Iliyas ascended the throne of Lakhnauti against the authority

of the Dehli Sultanate. Not only that, he, for the first time in the history

of Bengal, united the different parts of Bergal udrer his authority ad gave the united

See Supra, P. 4.

A. Karim : Banglar Itihasa, PP. 308, 334.

Salim : Riyad., P. 95; Badauni : Muntakhab., P. 231.
T.A. vol. III, P. 262.

Salim : Riyad, P. 95.

T.F., pt. 1II, P. 296.

H. Blochmann : Contributions to the Geography and History of Bengal,P.49.
Salim : Riyad, P. 95. Here Salim spells the word as Bhang .

Lo~ WNe
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territories the name 'Bangalah' and it is for this reason, ‘AfIf mentioned him

as '5héh~i-Bang§lath. This elevated position of HajI Iliyas became the eye-
sore to most of the historians of the Delhi Sultanate. So, they out of malice

may have depicted him as 'ghah-i-Bhangrah'or 'Bhankrah' instead of 'Shah-i-

Bangélah'l. A.H. Dani rightly maintained that Haji Iliyas, in no way can

assume the title of Bhangrah. But it appears that he made a mistake in making

a proper reading of the word 'Behnegarah', which he read as 'Bhangrah'. The

word 'Behnegarah' is a compound word: 'Beh' and 'negarah'. 'Beh’' means better

and 'negarah' means one who observes. 'The compound world 'Behnegarah' Lhus

_—
expressed the following meaning : One who observes well, i.e., one who 1is just.

The word 'Behnegarah' may also be read as 'Pahannegarah', which is also a com-

pound word of 'Pahan' and 'negarah'. 'Pahan' means wide. Hence, the compound

word 'Pahannogarah' carries the meaning : One who widely observes, i.e., one

who is just. This variation of reading of the word 'Behnegarah' is due to the

fact that in the medieval period one dot is used for ¢ and hfr' 12. Besides,

7.
gfa4¢¥’) cannot be read as 'Bhangrah' meaning Bhang

the word ''Behnegarah' (

A4
eater. Because the Persian word for hemp is ( ( L1 ) as used by Salim in the

/.
Rix§§}3, not as (.ﬁﬁa&é) as is mentioned in the Tabaqat-i-Akbarit?.

10. sAfif : T.F.S., PP. 114-118.

11. A.H. Dani : Shamsuddin Iliyas Shah : Shah-i-Bangalah', Sir J.N. Sarkar
Commemoration Volume, PP. 50-58.

12. For all these explanations 1 owe greatly to Mr. Mortaza Sarraf, Professor

of Persian language, Institute of Modern lLanguages, Dhaka University,Dhaka.
13. Riyad, p.95.
14. T.A., vol.lII, p.262.
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The circumstantial evidence also leads us to belive that Iliyas Shah,

after his accession to the throne, assumed the title of 'Behnegarah'. Histori-

cally 1t 1s true that Iliyas Shah founded an independent Sultanate in Bengal.

As a statesman, he rightly realized that his success in founding an independent

Sultanate would not go unchallenged from the Delhi Sultan./So, in order to -

P
defend his Sultanate he must have the support of the local people. With this '¢ —

= e e
—

end in view, Haji Iliyas, immediately after his accession, tried to prove him-

e =

—_——

self to be a man with a strong sense of justice, meeting out equal treatment

to all his subjects. Hence, the title assumed by Iliyas Shah was not 'Bhangrah,

but it was 'Behnegarah' or 'the Just', which is significant in the context of

the contemporary situation. Probably, the word 'Behnekaga'15 wrongly read as

'Bhankrah; is a corruption of the word 'Behnegarah’.

In the Tarikh-i-Firuz ghahi of Diya’al-Din Barani, Iliyas Shah is men-

. 7.
tioned as Iliyds Bahangi ( (;ILLéV}Qr“L?J!)16, which is wrongly translated

. , . ) . 7 ;
as lliyas - the Bhang-eatter17. lhe Persian word for Bhang-cater 15(JLA¥ (bung%%

not 'Bahangi'. The word 'Bahangi' means a kind of yoke for carrying burdens

across the shoulderslg. This meaning indicates that on his accession to the
throne, Iliyas Shah took the responsibility of his subjects on his shoulders.

lHence, Barani rightly styled lliyas Shah as Iliyas 'Bahangi' which means Iliyas,

the yoke-bearer.

15. Firishtah : T.F., pt.II, p.29%6.

16. T.F.S., p.593.

17. N.K. Bhattasali : Coins and Chronology., p.l163.
18. M. Morin : A. Persian Dictionary, vol.I, p.574.

19. John Richardson : Dictionary, Persian, Arabic and English,
vol.I, p.203.
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llowever, Sultan Shams al-Din [liyas Shah, after consolidating his power
at lLakhnautI, initiated an era of brilliant achievements in the history of
Bengal. As Lastern Bengal was yet to be conquered by Iliyas Shah, 1t was ex-
pected that he would undertake a plan of annexing this area. But instead he
decided to extend his dominions in the west. The reasons for taking this dece-
sion are not far to seek. Firstly, as a true military strategist, I[liyas Shah
rightly realized that it would not be easy for him at that time to conquer the
riverine tract of Eastern Bengal. Secondly, the political conditions that pre-
valled at that time on the western frontier of Bengal allured him to turn his
attention towards the west. Sultan Muhammad bin Tughluq, beset with various
problems, could not pay attention to his eastern frontier. As a result, the
Hindu Rajas and chiefs threw off their allegiance and practically became in-
dependent. But there was no unity among them. Taking advantage of this feeble
hold of the Delhi Sultan and of the absence of union among the Hindu Rajas,
Iliyas Shah came out of his capital to extend his dominion towards the west.
He first attacked Tirhut. At that time, Tirhut was torn by internal discord
and was ruled by two rival Hindu rulers, Sakti Singh, grandson of Harisingh
Deva, holding his court at Simraon, and Kamesvara, the nominee of Sultan
Ghiyath al-DIn Tughlug, at Sugaon, near Madhubani in Darbhanga district™.
This internal feud between the two rival Hindu rulers facilitated the task

of Iliyads Shah who, without facing much difficulties, occupied Tirhut easily

in 745 A.H./1344 A.D.%L

20. J.N. Sarkar (ed) : H.B., II, p.103-104.
21. Su§ilad Mandal : Vangadesher Itihdsa, Madhyayug, pt.I, p.197.
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Then in the year 1350 A.D. Tliyas shah made a bold thrust across the

inhospitable region of Terai in Nepal which was yet undtrodden by Muslim

soldiers. He advanced as far as the capital Kathmandu,destroyed the temple

of Svayambhunath and captured immense wealth. It is learnt from a Nepal Ins-
cription, dated 1371-1372 A.D., that "in the Nepal year 467(1346 A.D.) in the
month of Marga-Sirsha, on the 10th day of the bright fortnight, on Thursday
in the reign of king Jayarajadeva, Suratarana Samsadina (Sultan Shamsuddin)
along with a large army of Bengal, having come into Nepal, broke and burnt
completely the Dharm-dhatu Stupa (the pious relic shrine), the banner of the
Muni (Budha) which had been founded by the predecessors of the king (or by

earlier peopléyzz. But the Nepal Rajvamsavali states that in 469 Newari year

(1348 A.D.) Joyraj Malla, king of Nepal took money from the treasure of Pashu-
] e

patinath. After this Sultan Shams al-Din of the East, having come into Nepal,

broke Pashupati into three pieces and burnt the whole of Nepal. The nation

loudly lament323. It is further noticed in one of the inscriptions of Svayam-

bhunath Temple at Kathmandu that Iliyas Shah attacked Nepal in 470 Newari year
24

i.e., in the year 1350 A.D. This also finds support in the inscription of

Patan25. From the above sources it would be reasonable to hold that Iliyas Shah
invaded Nepal, but did not really annex any part of it to his kingdom, and re-

turned with booty after destroying some temples26

22. J.B.O.R.S., 1936 A.D., p.84.

23. Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay : Banglar Itihaser Duso Bachar, 3rd edn., p.22.
24, Ibid. ) .

25. Ibid.
26. A. Karim : Banglar Itihdsa, p.202.
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Then Iliyas Shah led a campaign against Eastern Bengal. He defeated
Ikhtiyar al-Din Ghazi Shah, the ruler of Sunargaon and annexed his dominions

in 753 A.H./1352 A.D.27 It has been mentioned earlier28 that Hajl Iliyas

first captured the seat of Satgaon and then occupied the throne of Lakhnauti
in 1342 A.D. Now, on capturing Sundargidon in 1352 A.D. he became the master
of the whole of Bengal, which no Sultan before him could claim. For this

reason, ‘Afif adorned him with the titles of Shah-i-Bangalah, Shah-i-Bangaliyan,

and Sul;én—i-Bangélahzg. So, the conquest of Sunargaon by lliyas Shah was an

important event in the history of Bengal.

Iliyas Shah's success in Eastern Bengal emboldened him further and accor-
dingly he led an expedition to the South-West of Bengal and invaded Jajnagar
(Orissa)BO. Orissa is described as a land of plenty. As a result rulers of both
the east and west cast their eyes on it. Sultan Shams al-Din Iliyas Shah advan-
ced through Jajpur and Katak as far as the Cilka Lake?_ﬂe destroyed the temples

of Orissa and came back with immense booty including 44 elephantsjz.lhun Lliyas

27. Tkhtiyar al-Din Ghazi Shah issued his last coins in 753 A.ll. from Sunérgéon
(A.Karim: Corpus, p.38). On the other hand, we also find [liyas Shah's
first coins issued from Sunargaon in 753 A.H. (Ibid.; Shamsuddin Ahmad :
Suppl. I.M.C.,II, PP. 45-46). Thus coins emphatically prove that Ghazi

Shah was defeated by Iliyas Shah in 753 A.H./1352 A.D.
28. See Supra, P.46-48, 54.

29. ¢Afif : T.F.S., PP. 114, 116-118, 120.

30. T.A.,III, p.263; T.F.,II, p.296; Riyadd, p.96. There is a lot of contro-
versy among scholars regarding the identification of Jajnagar, most of
them accept the identification of Orissa. cf. N.K. Bhattasali : Coins
and Chronology , P-24-25; R.D. BanarJee :History of Orissa, vol.I, p.282;

Jarret in his translation of Ayn-i-Akbari, vol.II, p.219, Cambridge Hlstory
of India, wvol.IIIl, p.263.

31. J.N. Sarkar (ed): H.B.II, p.105.
32. Firishtah : T.F.II, p.296; Nizadm al-DIn : T.A.,IIl,p.262.




62

Shah invaded Bihar which was at that time, under the rule of the Delhi Sultanate
and was governed by Imperial governor Malik Ibrahim Bayyﬁ33. That Iliyas Shah
waged war on Ibrahim Bayyu, governor of Bihar, is revealed by Buchanan on the
basis of his Pandudh manuscript34. Iliyas Shah's attack seems to be either as
the continuation of the policy of extending his frontier on the western frontier,
or as a step ahead towards the fulfilment of his ambition, or as a war of re-
venge on the governor of Bihar who might have interfered in the affairs of
Bengal, or just as an attempt to annex the province of Bihar which for long
formed a part of the Bengal Kingdom and was very recently separated35. Though
we do not know anything about the result of the war between Iliyas Shah and
Malik lbrahim Bayyu, it 1s certain that Ibrahim Bayyu died on the 13th Dhil
Hajj, 753 A.H./20th January, 1453 A.D.® From this we may infer that possibly
[liyas Shah gained a victory and that Malik Ibrahim Bayyu was killed in the

battle against Iliyas Shah, SIrat-i-Firtiz ShdhI informs us that [liyas Shéh

further extended his authority beyond Bihar to Champaran and Gorakhpur. It is
also said that he went to Bahraich twice with the object of visiting the tomb
of Shaikh Masud §Q52137. tle finally extended his dominions right up to Banarasxg.
[t is said that on returning to Lakhnautl from Bahraich and Banaras, lliyas Shah

said in grief that "what a fine thing it would have been if with such plentitude

33. J.B.0O.R.S., Patna, 1919.
34. Martin : History of Eastern India, vol.III, Delhi, 1976, p.olo.
35. For details see Abdul Momin Chowdhury: 'New light on Sultan Firuz Shah

Tugbluq's First invasion of Bengal', J.A.S.P., vol.VIII,'No.1,19637?P.47—54.
36. Epigraphia Indica, vol.IlI, p.292.

37. J.N. Sarkar (ed): iI.B., vol.II, p.105; A.Karim: Banglar [tihasa, p.204.
38. Nizam al-Din : T.A., Ing.tr. by B.De.vol.I, p.244; Salim : Riyad., p.96.
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of strength and resources, army and fleet, T had passed to the city of Delhi
(instead of going to Bahraich) and paid my respects to Shaykh-ul-Islam Nizam
al-Din. Who could then have dared to oppose me and my forces'?? We do not
know exactly whether Iliyas Shah made this remark or not. If there is any

truth in this remark, surely it bears testimony to the success of I[liyas Shah's

march i1n the west.

But the success of Iliyas Shah did not go unchallenged from Delhi. For,
Sultan Firuz Shah Tughluq, after restoring peace and order in the realm, came
out of his capital and marched towards Lakhnauti on the 10th Shawal, 754 A.H./
November, 1353 A.D.40 and came back to the capital again in the month of Shaban,

755 A.H./September, 1354 A.D.41. It is learnt from the Sirat-i-Firuz Shahi that

when the atrocities of Shams al-Din Iliyas Shah became unbearable to the people
Lakhnautl they sent a written petition to Firuz Shah Tughluq of Delhi request-
ing his protection in the matter. When Firuz Shah read the petition he was
highly offended at the attitude of Iliyds and wrote a letter warning him; but

to no effect, because the latter did not refrain from his atrocious activities.
These activities of Iliyas Shah induced the Sultan of Delhi to lead an expe-
dition against Bengalaz. Regarding the causes of Sultan Firdz Shah's expedi-
tion towards Lakhnauti, Barani writes, 'when it was made to reach his auspicious

ears that Iliyas, the governor of lakhnauti who was forcibly holding that coun-

39. J.N. Sarkar (ed): H.B., vol.II, p.105; J.A.S.P., vol.VIII. No.I,
1963 A.D. p.49.

40. Barani : T.F.S., p.586.
41. 1bid, p.596.

42. J.B.0.R.S., vol. XXVII, 1941, PP. 79-83.
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try, had at that time assembled a multitude of paiks and dhdnuks (bowmen)

made plump with waters of Bengal and had raided Tirhut rashly and had oppressed

the Musalmans and the Zimmis and had molested the country on that frontier....

he had been devastating the towns of the Musalmans. On account of zeal for
religion .... Firdz Shdh .... came out with victorious army from Delhi ....
and was pleased to march towards Lakhnauti™>. Tt appears from Barani's account
that lliyas Shah was a Lyrant and in order to restrain him Sultan Firuz Shah
Tughluq attacked Bengal. On the eve of his Bengal expedition Firuz Shah Tughluq
issued a proclamation which reads as follows :

"Whereas it has come to our auspicious ear that Iliyas 114j1 has been

committing oppression and high-handedness upon the people of the terri-

tory of lakhnauti and Tirhut, shedding unnecessary blood, even shedding

the blood of women, although it is a well established proposition in
every creed and doctrine that no women even if she be kafir should be
slain. And (whereas the said Iliyas Haji) has been levying illegal

cesses not sanctioned by the law of Islam, and thus putting the people

into trouble; there being no security of lite and property, no safety

for honour and chastity. And whereas the territory was conquered by

our masters and has come down to us by inheritance, and also as a gift

of Imam (Abbasid Khalifa of Egypt) it devolves upon our Royal and coura-
geous selves to safeguard the people of that State. And as llyas ilajf
during the life time of his late Majisty was obedient and loyal to the
throne; and even during our auspicious coronation he confersed his sub-
mission and fealty, as becomes a subordinate, sending petitions and
waiters to attend upon us; so if, heretofore it were brought to our

august notice an infinitesimal part of the oppression and high handedness

43. Barani : T.F.S., p.580.
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that he had been committing on God's creatures, we might have admonished
him, so that he might have desisted therefrom. And whereas he was ex-

ceeded the limit and publicly rebelled against our authority, therefore,

we have approached with an invincible army for the purpose of opening

this territory, and for the happlness of the peoale thereof; desiring

thereby, to convert the wounds of his oppr8881ons by the salves ol
justice and mercy, and that the tree of their existence, withered by

the hot pestilential wind of tyranny and oppression, might flourish

and fructify by the limpid water of our bounty"44
In this proclamation also, Iliyds Sh&h was pictured as a tyrant and

efforts were being made for putting up a justification for a military campaign

by Sultdn Firdz Shdh Tughluq against Bengal.

Among the other causes, it is mentioned in the proclamation that Tliyas
Shah was loyal and obedient to Muhammad bin Tugbluq and even during the coro-
nation of Sultan FIrdz Sh&h Tughluq he confessed his submission and fealty.
Regarding Iliyas Shah's obedience to Sultdn Muhammad bin Tughluq, it may be
said that to avoid immediate interference of the Sultan of Delhi, he did not
declare independence after becoming the sole master of Satgdon in 739 A.H./
1338 A.D.45 But this outward allegiance to the Sultan of Delhi did not last
long, for, from 740 A.H. we find an independent coinage of Iliyas §héh46

Depending on the evidence of coinsa7, 1t can be said emphatically that the

question of Tliyas Shah's submission to Firlz Shah Tughluq during the period

44, J.A.S.B., 1923, PP. 279-280.
45. See Chapter 1I.
46. Shamsuddin Ahmad : Suppl.,I.M.C.II, Coin No.22, p.43.

47. Botham : Shillong Cabinet, PP.146, 150; Shamsuddin Ahmed : Suppl.I.M.C.,II,
PP. 43-44; Thomas : The Chronicles, p.269.
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of coronation does not arise at all. It also appears from the Nishan (procla-

mation) that as Iliyads Shah publicly rebelled against the authority of Delhi,

Sultan Firtiz Shah Tughluq marched towards Lakhnautl to bring him under his

———

——— e ——— ——n —

control This is possibly not the sole cause. Because, there were other rebels

e

who severed the connection with Delhi, but Sultan Firdz Shah ‘lughluq is not

seen to take any action against them. A careful study of the Tarikh-i-Firdz

ShahtT of Baranl leads us to exonerate lliyas Shédh from the charges of oppre-

ssion. It is found in the writings of Baranl that the paiks of Bengal were

ready to sacrifice their lives for the cause of Iliyas §béh48. It is also seen
that he successfully withstood the onslaught of the Delhi forces with the help

of the local soldiers. If Iliyds Shdh had been a tyrant and a slaughterer of

women, it would not be possible on his part to mobilise the support of the

Bengal soldiers. We also learn from the Nighan of FirGz Shah Tughluq that he

gave assurance to the people of lakhnautf to remit duties wholly for the current

year and he had given direction to levy the revenue and duties in accordance

with the regulation promulgated during the reign of the late Sultan Shams al-
Din49 from the next year. He also gave assurance to the effect that the extra
or 1llegal taxes imposed upon the people were remitted and removed entirelySO.
These assurances given by the Sultdn of Delhi indicate that the main purpose

of issuing the Nighdn (proclamation) is to bring the people to his side by

48. BaranY : T.F.S., p.593.

49, This Sultan Shams al-Din is identified with Shams al-Din FirGz Shah of
Bengal who ruled Bengal from 701 A.H./1301 ALl D to 722 A.H./1322 A.D. cf.

Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay : Banglar Itihaser Du So Bachar, 3rd edn. PP.39- 40, v
50. J.A.S.B., 1923, p.280.
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giving them concessions and privileges. Actually, the Nighan which 1s

issued on the eve of the Bengal expedition is nothing but a paper of

propaganda. hence, on the basis of this Nishan and the Tarikh-i-Firuz Shahl

of Barani, which was written to get favour from the Sultan, it would not be
fair to conclude that Iliyas Shah was a tyrant. Ghulam Husain Salim mentioned
another cause of the Bengal expedition of Firuz Shah Tughlug. Iliyas Shah
built a bath, similar to the Shamsi bath of Delhi. Being furious by this
event, Sultan Firdz Shah Tughluq set out for Lakhnautl to punish Haji

Iliyas™ . This view also does not seem to be reasonable. For, a large

scale invasion like the Bengal expedition cannot be undertaken on such a
trifling ground. As a matter of fact, there were obvious reasons for the
Bengal expedition of Sultan FirGz Shah Tughluq. We know that Bengal was
incorporated into the Delhil Sultanate by Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Tughluq in
1324 A.D. But during the later part of the reign of Sultan Muhammad bin
Tughluq different administrative units in Bengal ~severed their connection

with Delhi at different times under Fakhr al-Din Mubarak Shah, Haji Iliyas
and ‘Al1 Mubé'rak52 and with the passage of time. Haji Iliyas became the

sole master of Bengal by capturing LakhnautI in 1342 A.D. and finally by
occupying Sunargdon in 1352 A.D. Sultan Firtz Shah Tughluq, who had

succeded Muhammad bin Tughlug on the throne of Dehli in 1351 A.D.,naturally
viewed with great concern the rise of a powerful independent kingdom in Bengal.
This concern of the Sultan might have induced him to bring back the lost pro-

vince of Bengal under the imperial rule. But the real and immediate cause of

51. Riyad., P. 96.
52. See Supra, 2nd Chapter, P. 43,
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FirtGz Shah Tugbluq's Bengal expedition was the encroachment made by Iliyas
Sh3h upon the eastern region of the Delhi Sultanate. It is seen that Iliydas
Shah, aftter becoming the master of the whole of Bengal, captured Bihar and
extended his authority beyond Bihar to Champaran, Gorakhpur and KashiS3. This
encroachment by Iliyas Shah tentamounts to a direct threat on the Delhi Sulta-
nate. If there were any truth in the boast of Iliyas §béh54, there were ample
reasons for Firdz Shah Tughluq to feel alarmed. A careful reading of the

TarTkh-i-Firtiz Shahf of Baranl also reveals that lliyas Shah had been invading

the territories of the Delhi Sultanate even when Sultan KFiruz Shah Tughluq was
on his way towards LakhnautISS. Hence,it is obvious that Sultan Firdz Shah
Tughluqg, in spite of the presence of serious troubles in the Deccan and other

parts of his empire, had to turn his attention towards Bengal for its reannexa-

tion to the Sulténate of Delhi.

We get information about the Bengal expedition of Sultan Firdz Shah
Tughluq in the contemporary and later Persian works. Though the authors of
the Persian works differ on a few points in their narration, all of them give
the same description about the Bengal expedition of Sultan Firuz Shah Tughluqg.
It is learnt that leaving Wazir Khanjahan at Delhi, Sult&dn Firuz Shah Tughlug
started for lLakhnauti on the 10th Shawal 754 A.H./November, 1353 A.D. with an
army consisting of /0,000 Khans and Maliks, 80,000 cavalry, 470 elephants in
addition to infantry and artillery56. After a continuous march the imperial

army reached the province of Awadh and secured the support of the Rajas, Ranas

53. Sirat-i-Firyz ShahI, Quoted by A.Karim : Banglar Itihasa, p.204.
o4. See Supra, p. 60-61.
55. Barani : T.F.S., p.586.

>6. Ibid. ‘Afif : T.F.S., PP.109,144. According to ‘Afif, at the time of fighting,
the imperial army had 90,000 cavalry. The additional 10,000 must have been

the contribution of neighbouring rulers who had recognized the suzerainty
of the Sultan. |




69

and the chieftains of Hindustan who willingly and gladly accompanied the im-
perial army with their cavalry and infantry57. Then the imperial army crossed
the river Sarayu. On receiving this news, Iliyas Shah retreated from these
frontiers and retired to Tirhut. After crossing the Sarayu, the imperial army
entered the country of Kharosa58 and Gorakhpursg. The rais of Gorakhpur and
lharosa, who had been evading payment of tribute for a long time, submitted to
the Sultan and paid their dues in lakhs of silver coins. ‘lThey also helped him
with their infantry and cavalry and joined the army which continued 1ts march
till it arrived on the bank of the river Kosi60. When Tliyas Shah received this
news, he swiftly went to Panduah from Tirhut and encamped on the opposite bank
of the river Kosi. As this river was very deep and its current was strong,
Iliyds Shah thought that the imperial army would not be able to cross it.
Sultan Firuz Shah Tughluq finding the difficulties moved 200 miles upwards and
arrived at a place where the river issued from the mountain and though the
water was not so deep there, its current was so strong that it could wash off
a load of 500 maunds®?. But the Sultan, using the elephants, crossed the river
with great difficulty. As the imperial army was proceeding fast, lliyas Shah
left Panduah and took shelter 1n the fortress city of Ekdélahbz. It 1s men-

tioned in the Riyad al-Salatin that Iliyas Shah left Panduah keeping his son

there with an army63. Iliyas Shah's decision of taking shelter in the fort of

5/. Barani : T.F.S. PP. 586-587.

58. It is very difficult to locate the exact position of Kharosa. In the Ayn-i-
AkbarI we find a Mahal Kharosna(Abll Fadl : A.A.lng.tr.by Jarret, vol.II,
p.93). But it is very difficult to infor that it was 1dentlcalunth.kharosah
of Barani. Probably it is situated in Bihar near Tirhit.

59. It is in the United Province. The city lies near the left bank of the Rapti

and the junction of roads to Ghozipur and Fayzabad(Imp.Gaz,vol.XIT,p.341).
60. ‘Afif : T.F.S., p.40.

61. [bid., p.111.
62. Barani : T.F.S., p.589.

©3. Salim : Riyad, p.96. A. Karlm(Ba_glar Itihasa,p.216) does not accept this.
But he does not put forward any argument in support of his contention.
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Ekdalah proves that he was an expert military strategist. lle rightly realised
that it would not be possible on the part of Firdz Shah Tughlug to capture the
fort of kkdidlah which was surrounded by water on one side and by jungle on the
other. Moreover, as the rainy season was approaching soon, he thought that it
would also be very difficult for the Sultdn to stay there for long. Anyway, the
Sultan occupied Pandudh without any opposition. He ordered his troops neither
to harass the citizens nor to destroy the gawxdens of the palace of Iliyésba
Then he attempted to win the sympathy of the local people by issuing a procla-
mation65. He proclaimed complete security of life and property to the inhabi-
tants of Pandudh, and having declared Iliyas Shah a rebel and an impious Muslim
called upon the people to disown him as their Sultan. He made very tempting

offers to those who would desert the cause of Iliyas. To the captains of paiks

(infantry) he promised to double their allowance on joining with their full
quota of contingents; to the land-owners, remission of the current year's re-
venue and other pecuniary advantages; and to the Muslim theologians, increased

land grants and stipends. We are not able to judge whether these measures had

any tangible effect.

llowever, Sultan Firuz Shah Tughluq marched to [kdalah®®. on reaching

there, the imperial forces encamped at a place juét opposite to the fort of

64. Barani : T.F.S.,PP. 589-590,
65. J.A.S.B., 1923, p.279.

66. There is a lot of controversy regarding the identification of I'kdalah.
But now most of the seholars accept the view of Westmacott who identified
Ekdalah with a village of the same name in the Dhanjar Parganah of Dinajpur
district,about 23 miles north of Pandudh in Maldah district, 42 miles north
of Gaur, 15 miles west of Ghoraghat on the Malda side of the river Tangan
(J.A.S.B.,1874, PP.244-245). For details see J.N. Sarkar (ed) : H.RB.IL.
p.107 fn.1; A.Karim: Banglar Itihasa, PP.218-220. -
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Ekdélah67. We have a detailed description of the subsequent happenings 1in

‘Afif's account 68, which i1s as follows : Every day the army of Iliy&s Shah
"Bsed to come out of the fort and indulge in sporadic raids. This continued
for a long while, at length the Sultdn held a council to decide the future
strategy. In the course of discussion it was pointéd to the Sultdn that Shams
al-Din had taken shelter in the fort of Fkdilah because he was certain of the
retreat of the imperalists during the reiny season, which was approaching fast.
Once the rain had set in the low lands in which the imperialists had pitched
their camp, would become water-logged. As such it was stressed that the opera-
tions should be completed before the rains. But this was not possible unless
Shams al-Din had been lured out of the fort to meet the inperialists in an

open engagement. The council devised a stratagem according to which they feigned

retreat towards Delhi leaving behind a few spies disguised as Qalandar monks.

The latter were directed to move to the fort of Ekdalah and were asked to in-
form Shams al-Din that the Sultan had retreated with all his forces. The stra-

tagem worked satisfactorily. When the fake monks (Qalandar) were brought to

Sultan Shams al-Din, they told the latter that Sultdn Firtiz Sh&h had retreated
with all his forces. Shams al-Din fell a victim to the stratagem. He, believing

the words of the fake Qalandars, came out of the fort to deliver a charge upon

the retiring imperialists. He pushed ahead with 10,000 cavalry 2,00,000 infantry
and 50 elephants. Firuz Shah was lying in wait for the enemy. He disposed his

army in battle array dividing it into three commands i.e. the right wing under

6/. Barani : T.F.S., p.590.
68. ¢Afif : T.F.S., p.l1l1li-1le.
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Malik Dilan, the left wing under Malik Husam Nawa and the middle under T4tar

Khan. EFach wing was supported by 30,000 cavalry. The Sultan moved from one

“plance to another goading his soldiers to action.

When Shams al-Din saw these preparations he understood that he had been

deceived by the fake Qalandars. Anyway, the action started with full force.

Shams al-Din attacked the left wing of the imperial army;the right wing fell
on another group. A violent contest then ensued. The Bengalis, particularly

the paiks, fought with reckless valaur. The imperial troops hurled back the

Bengalis repeatedly as they surged forward, and before the sun had set, the
Bengalis were seen fleeing away from the battle field in confusion and dis-

order. The battle thus ended in the discomfiturte of the Bengalis.

The court-historians, as usual, magnify the success of the imperial
arms. BaranT writes, At the very outset of the fight, the army of Islam cap-
tured the umbrella, the royal staff, the royal trumpet and the standard of the
governor of Lakhnauti and 44 elephants. Iliyas, who had in his head the idea
of leadership and kingship, became vanquished in the twinkling of ar eye and
fled in such a hurry that he could not distinguish the bridle from the back-
string and stirrup from the side ... ... The victorious soldiers of the army
of Islam cut off with their swords the heads of the cavalry and the infantry
following the vanquished Iliyas, ... ... The rebels became so much bewildered
and confused from fear of the victorious soldiers of Islam, that they lost all

sense and could not find the way to flee nor knew the right from the left"69

69. Barani : T.F.S., p.>92.
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‘Afif echoes the same tone when he writes, "After much fighting and slaughter,
Shams al-Din retreated and fled towards his own city ... ... ... forty seven

MHlephants were taken and three were slain. The king of Bengal, out of all his

, . Al
enormous force, fled with only seven horsemen and his whole army was scgE}ered%).

P
e e e,

——— - e

According to Yahya, Iliyas fled without any fight and a large number of his
s,

soldiers were killed71.The authors of the later Persian works have followed
suit72. Bul such a view 1s hardly compatible with the events that followed.
‘AfTf further mentions that Sultan Firlz Shah proceeded after his victory to
llkdalah and again besieged the town. 'Thereupon ail Lhe ladies and respectable
women went to the top of the fort and when they saw him they uncovered their

heads and in their distress made great lamentation7

The mild-hearted Sultan was moved by this pathetic scene and he stopped

[ i

fighting remarking, "I may enter into the fort and capture it, and the khutbah

may be read in my name but all these Muslim ladies would fall into the hands of
our indisciplined soldiers and their honour will be at stake ... ... How shall

I answer to God on the day of my judgement"7a? Though Tatar Khan repeatedly

urged the Sultan to capture the fort, but he remained firm in his resolve and
abandoned the siege75. Having decided to quit Bengal the Sultan gave an order

"for collecting the heads of the slain Bengalis and a silver tanka was offered

/0. T.F.S., PP, 117-118.

71. T.M.S., p. 125.

/2. Nizam al-Din : T.A., vol.l, Eng.tr. by B.De, p.245; Badaini : Muntakhab
Eng.tr. by Ranking, p.325;Firightah : T.F., vol.T, Eng.tr.by Briggs,p.260;
Salim : Riyad, Eng.tr. by A. Salam, p.102.

/3. T.F.S., PP. 118-119.

74, Ibid, p. 119,

75. Ibid.
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works of Badadni’® and Firigbtah79. Nizam al-Din Ahmad also writes that Sultan

‘-__’F

—
A

Firuz Shah concluded peace with Shams al-Din and released the captivesSO. But

neither Brani nor ‘Afif mention anything about peace. Moreover, it is found 1n

the Tarikh-i-FirGz ShahT of ‘AfIf that Iliyas Shah, after Firiz Shah's return to

Delhi, entered Ekdalah (most probably Panduah, because Ekdalah was always under

Illyas Shah) and killed its governor who was appointed by Firﬂz_§béh81. But the

—— " -———

o

_ i e ——
—_ —

subsequent exchange of presents between the two sovereigns and the fact that

Firuz Shah never again attempted to conquer Bengal as long as Iliyas Shah lived
’

lead us to give credence to the conclusion of a peace between IFirtz Shah and

Lliyas Shah.

Though we do not know the terms of peace, it is obvious that Shams al-
DIn continued to rule as an independent Sultan. Yahya tells us that in 756 A.H.
when ambassadors with valuable presents came from the court of lakhnauti to the
court of Delhi. Sultan Firuz Shah addressed them in the following words : ''My
humble servants possess better effects than those you have brought here, hence-

forth you should bring such picked elephants which a king should present to a

n82

brother king ~~. Tabaqat-i-Akbari mentions that in /757 A.ll. Tliyas Hajl sent

[ighting Lribute, and became the recipient of the imperial tavour. At Lhis
time the entire country of Hindustan was in the possession of the Sultan except
lakhnauti and the Dakhin; since the death of Sultan. Muhammad Tughluq Shah, Sultan

Q2
Shams al-Din Iliyas Hajl was in possession of the former””. As a matter of fact,

/8. Muntakhab, p.244.
79. T.F., vol.l, p.l4b.
80. T.A., vol.I, tr. by B.De, p.245.

81. Elliot and Dowson : History of India, vol. III, p.298.
82. Yahyd : T.M.S., p.126.

83. Nizam al-Din : T.A., vol.l, Eng.tr.by B.De, PP.245-246. Badaini also tells
us the same thing. cf Muntakhab., p.245.
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almost every year after the return of Firuz from Bengal, plenipotentiaries

from Haji Iliyas of Lakhnauti with valuable presents came to Delhi. They be-
came recipient of cxcessive favours and endless affections. Such exchanges

of presents and tokens of goodwill, as obtain only between two sovereigns, con-
tinued till the death of Sultdn Shams al-Din and these leave no doubt that Firuz

Shah recognized the sovereignty of Iliyas Shah in the kingdom of Bengal.

Though Barani and ‘Afif speak highly of the magnaminity of the Delhi
Sult3n and tried their best to conceal his failure to crush Tliyas Shah by say-
ing that Firuz Shah had prohibited his soldiers from plundering and trampling
down the fort of Ekdalah out of his piety as the women of the fort were seen
mourning, there cannot be any doubt about the fact that the Bengal campaign of
Firuz Shah was not successful. lhe authors of the later Persian works had this
feeling as Firishtah writes that Firuz Shah returned without effecting his
object84. The thinly veiled pretext of the contemporary historians to explain
the retreat of the Sultan is not likely to convince a critical investigator.
Firuz Shah Tughluq was fighting in a distant land where supplies were difficult
to replenish, the approach of the rainy season, the damp condition of the coun-

try side -- all these possibly made it difficult for the Sultan to press home

the initial success he may have had.

But there cannot be any doubt about the fact that Sultan Firdz Shah
failed to conquer Bengal. But he was successful in recapturing the other terri-

tories of the Delhi Sultanate. As a result, the high ambition of Tliyas Shah

84. T.F., vol.I, p.146.
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was checked. This is the only direct result of Firuz Shah's Bengal expedition.
On the other hand, the nett result of the Bengal expedition ot Firuz Shah was
the creation of friendly relations between the Sultan of Delhi and Iliyas Shah

of Bengal which were further cemented by exchanges of gifts and envoys which

85

took place in 756 A.H./1355 A.D.,52 757 A.1L/1356 A.D.C°, 758 A.l./1357 A.D.S7

and in 759 A.H./1358 A.D.88

The amicable settlement with the Sultan of Delhi gave Iliyas Shah an
opportunity to exert his influence on the neighbouring territories and to extend
his territory further. This time Iliyas Shah turned his attention towards eas-
tern frontiers. It is noticed that he succeeded in exerting his influence on

the neighbouring kingdom of Tippera. Rajamala informs us that Dangar Fa had

eighteen sons. He was thinking of the problem of succession. One day he exa-
mined all his sons and found that Ratna Fa, the youngest, to be the most clever
one. So, he nominated Ratna Fa as his successor. At this all the other sons be-
came angry and after the death of their father plotted against Ratna Fa, and
ousted him from the kingdom. Ratna Fa, took shelter in lTakhnauti and sought
assistance from the Sultan of Bengal. With his assistance Ratna Fa, recovered
his own throne from the hands of his brothers. As a mark of gratitude, Ratna

Fa, presented a manik (jewel) and some elephants to the Sultan of Bengal. In

return, the Sultan of Bengal, being very much satisfied, gave him the title

of ManikyaSg. From this time onward, the king of Tippera assumed this title

85. Yahya : T.M.S., p.126; Nizam al-Din : T.A. vol.l, p.230.
86. Salim : Riyad, p.98. -

87. Ibid, PP. 98-99,

88. Badauni : Muntakhab., p.246.

89. Rajamala, part I, ed. by Kali Prasanna Sen, PP.60-71; part 11, ed.by
Kailas (handra Simha, p.28.
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of Manikyago. Now the question arises : which Sultdn of Bengal helped Ratna Fa,

and gave him the title of Manikya ? K.R. Qanungo took him to be Tughral, the

rebel governor of Sultan Balbangl. At the time of Tu%hral's governorship, one
Danuj Rai ruled Sunargaon. Though Tughral conquered some territories in Eastern
Bengal, still vast areas of that part were outside his authority. At that time
there was also no link between the kingdom of Lakhnauti and the kingdom of
Tippera. S0, it was not possible on the part of ‘Tughral to have helped Ratna
Fa. Hence, K.R. Qanungo's view cannot be accepted. -Besides, Lhe discovery of
two coins92 of Maharajah Ratna Manikya of the date 1288 Saka era has upset the
view of K.R. Qanungo. 1288 Saka era is equivalent to 1366 A.D. In this year,
Sultan Sikandar Shah was on the throne of Panduah. There 1s no evidence to the
effect that Sikandar undertook all round conquest. Besides, there is also no
reason to believe that 1366 A.D. is the first year of Ratna Fa's reign. We
know that it was Iliyas Shah who extended his territories before the year

1366 A.D. He became the sole master of the whole of Bengal and his dominion
extended upto the frontier of the kingdom of Tippera. So, it is likely that

Iliyas Shah helped Ratna to capture the throne of Tippera and gave him the

title of Manikya.

Towards the close of his reign Iliyas Shah added one more laurel to his
crown by leading a successful campaign against Kamrup. Neither contemporary

Persian nor Assamese sources mention anything about this campaign. But we get

90. A.Karim : Banglar Itihasa, p.o621.
91. J.N. Sarkar (ed) : H.B., II, p.59.
92. Kali Prasanna Sen (ed) : Rajamala pt.I, p.196.
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a coin of Sultan Sikandar Shah, son of Sultan Iliyas Shah, of the year 759 A.ll.

(first year of his reign) bearing the mint name Chawalistan 'urf Kamrup93

Sultan Sikandar Shah, just after his accession, had to face the formidable
army of Delhi led by Sultan Firuz Shah. So, it was not possible for him to
lead an expedition and conquer Kamrup in the first year of his reign. Hence,
it 1s quite reasonable to think that the conquest of Kamrup had taken place
towards the close of the reign of Sultan Shams al—Din I[liyas Shah. As Kamrup
was a flourishing kingdom from rcmote antiquity, it drew the attention of the
Muslim rulers of lakhnautI from time to time. Ghiyath al-Din‘lwad Khaljl (in
1227 A.D.) and Malik Yazbak (in 1257 A.D.) had advanced as far as Kamrup, but
both of them failed to capture it. After a century, Iliyds Shah again invaded
Kamrup in 758 A.H./1357 A.D.gq. At that time, the ruler of Kamta was Indra
Narayan. !k was a weak ruler. le possessed neither the material resources nor
probably the ability to check the invadersgs. In these favourable conditions

Iliyas Shah quite easily conquered a portion of Kamrup. But the old Sultan

did not live long. Soon after his victory he died.

At present, it is not very difficult to ascertain the last date of
Sultan Shams al-Din Iliyas Shah. 1t is now clear that Iliyas Shah issued coins
in his own name upto 758 A.H./1357 A.D.gb. On the other hand, we get a coin
of Sultan Sikandar Shah of the year 759 A.H./1358 A.D.97. According to the

Sirat-i-Firuz shahi, Iliyas Shah's death occurred in 759 A.H./1358 A.D.98

93. H.N. Wright : Catalogue I1, p.152.
9. J.N. Sarkar (ed): H.B.II, p. 110.
95. Ibid.

96. cf. N.K. Bhattasali : Coins and Chronology, PP. 38-41.
97. H.N. Wright : Catalogue I, p.152.

98. J.B.O.R.S., vol. XXVII, 1941, p.91; J.N. Sarkar (ed) il.B.11,p.110.
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Ihis date is confirmed by the Tarikh-i-Mubarak §Eéhi99. It 1is also learnt

from the writings of the later histories that the Sultan of Delhi despatched

some Arab and Turki horses with other fine presents for Sultan Shams al-Din
Iliyas Shah in 759 A.H./1358 A.D. When the Delhi embassy arrived at Bihar,
they heard that Sultan Shams al-Din had dieleO. So, on the evidence of coin

together with the information gathered from the Persian works, it can be safely

concluded that Sultan Shams al-Din Iliyas Shah died in 759 A.H./1358 A.D.

(Undoubtedly Sultan Shams al-Din I1liyas Shah was an illustrious figure
in the history of Bengal. He was one of those fortunate men who, by dint of dgggp
their merits and sustained efforts, rose to the position of power and glory
from humble origin. In his early life he had neither the means nor any follow-
ing at his disposal to assist him in his struggle for power and position.
Beginning his career as a personal attendant to a Delhi noble he escaped to
Bengal and, in course of time, became the sole master of Bengal by uniting
the territories of Satgaon, lakhnautl and Sunargaon. It was no mean achieve-
ment on his part. In fact, to him goes the credit of laying the foundation of
the tirst independent Muslim Sultanate in Bengal. An ambitions Sultan like

him could not remain satisfied with what he had achieved by thal time. lle

wanted to raise the glory of his empire by an aggressive policy of expansion.
tle succeeded in fulfiling his desire by conquering territories beyond the

boundaries of Bengal. 5

99. T.M.S., p.126.
100. Ibid; Badaunl : Muntakhab, p.246; Firishtah : T.F.,l1., p.1l46.
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[liyas Shah was a darimz soldier amd a general ot high calibre. He
possessed all the qualities of a successful military leader. He commanded
the absolute loyalty of his soldiers who were ever prepared to sacrifice
every thinz tfor the sake of their leaderml. It was because of his good zene-
ralship that he won wonderful victories azainst his adversaries in Bengal and
outside Bengal. His success against Tirhut, Nepal, Orissa and Kamrup clearly
shows his eminerce as a military leader. He was also a great military strate-
Zist. He showed zreat farsizhtedness when he left Panduah and took shelter
in the fort of Ekdilah without giving any resistance to the Delhi forces. lle
rightly realized that it would not be possible on the part ot the Sultan of
Delhi to conquer Ekiilah which was surrounded by water on one side and jungle
on the other. He also couprehended that as the rainy season was approaching
soon, the Sultan could mot possibly continue the seige tor long. These assump-
tions of Iliyas Shah came to be true and we tind the Sultan retreating without

effecting his object.

Iliyas Shah was also a successtul statesren. He realized that it would
not be easy for him to unite the whole of Bengal under his parasol at a stretch,
and so he bided his time until circumstances turned in his favour. lle attacked
‘Al Mubarak at a time when the latter was still busy with his formidable enemy
Fakhr al-Din of Sunargaon, and was finally able to capture lakhnautl. He did
not march against Ikhtiyar al-Din Ghazl Shih of Sundrgdon until he sufficiently

strengthened himselt by his successtul raids to the west and north west. In

101. Barani : T.F.S., p. 593.
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dealing with Sultan Firuz Shah he proved himself to be a shrewd statesman.

He did never engage himself in frontal war with the Sultan of Delhi. But

when the war was inevitable he fought bravely. Again, when Sultan Firuz Shah
made overtures for peace, Iliyas Shd&h did not ignore the peace proposal.After
the conclusion of peace, Iliyas Shah maintained friendly relations by sending
envoys and rich presents to the Sultan of Delhi. On the other hand, Sultéan
FirGz Shah maintained good relations with the Sultan of Bengal and so long
Sultan Shams al-Din Iliyas Shah was alive, Sultan Firuz Shah did not attempt
to capture Bengal. Firtz's second invasion of Bengal immediately after the

death of 1liyas Shah tends to suggest that Firuz Shah was respectful to the

ability and prowess of his adversary.

Although Sultan Shams al-Din was almost constantly engaged in wars
throughout his reign, he was not unmindful of the need of putting his adminis-
tration on the right track. Ghulam Husain Salim gives testimony to this fact.
According to him, Sultan Shams al-Din, with absolute independence devoted
himself to the administrative afiairs of Bengalloz. Because, trom the very
beginning of his reign he realized that his success in Bengal would not go
unchallenged for a long time. So, for his own sake he felt the necessity of
winning the support of the local people. With this end in view, he tried to
give the administration a popular character by offering liberal concessions
to local elements. These concessions were expressed in terms of patronage
given to ''local culture, art and literature and also in the formation of a

party of local Zamindars as opposed to the party of foreign elements that had

102. Riyad, p.96.
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so long been strong in the capital"loj

. Iliyas Shah opened the government
service to talent without any distinction of caste, creed or colour. He was
probably the first to make a large recruitment of the local people in his

army. This is supported by the writings of Baraniloq. Yahya mentions one

Sahdeo as one of the commanders of Iliyas §béh105. The Inshah-i-Mahru(letters

of ‘Ain-ul Mulk Mahrd) throw some light on his administration106. Khans, Maliks,

Unara, Sadrs, Akabers and Mdarifs, mentioned in the proclamation of VFiraz Shah,

were probably charged with civil and military administration. Possibly the
Khans, Maliks and Umara were grandecs of the kingdom holding ficfs and villages.
Some of them might have been advisers to the Sultadn as ministers of State. A
council of such ministers was called by Sultan Shams al-Din in the fort of
Fkdilah, while he was besieged by Sultan Firﬁz_§béh107. These facts show that

Shams al-Din Iliyas Shah was an able administrator whose liberal policy worked

well and formed the basis of the administrative system of the later period.

Sultan Shams al-Din Iliyas Shah was a deeply-religious man. This con-
tention finds support in the attachment of the word Haji (one who performed

Hajj) with his name Iliyas. 1liyas Shah had great veneration for Muslim saints.

During the period of his reign Shaikh Siraj al-Din and Shaikh Biyabani came
to Bengal. The former is known as the mirror of Hindustan. Shaikh Biyabani
died in 754 A.H./1353 A.D.108 L1liyas Shah respected him very much. For this

reason, even when he was besieged by Sultan Firuz Shah at the kkdalah fort,

103. A.Karim : Social History, PP. 28-29.
104, T.I.S., p. 593.

105. T.M.S., p. 125.

106. J.A.S.B., 1923, p.279fft.

107. baranf : T.F.S., p.589.
108. Salim : Riyad, Eng. tr. by A. Salam, p. 102, f.n.I.
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he came out in disguise to attend the funeral of Shaikh Biyabani. This
highly speaks of his devotion to saintly personalities of his time. Though
a devout Muslim, he showed tolerant attitude towards the non-Muslims. This

fact is revealed in the Ingha-i-Mahru in which it is noticed that the non-

Muslim hermits, Sains (Sanyasis) aslo received stipends as the S&dat, 'Ulama

and Maghdikh received stipends from the Sultan''’

Muslim historians of Delhi passed adverse judgement about Shams al-
Din Tliyas Shah. They described him as a rebel, an oppressor of Muslims
including women, a bhangi, a leper and what notllo. But doubts can be cast
about the correctness of these remarks. A careful study of his activities
shows that Iliyas Shah was a popular Sultan. Baranl informs us that the

Paiks of Bengal were ready to sacrifice their lives for their leaderlll.

Iliyas Shah was also adorned with the titles of Shah-i-Bangalah, Sultan-i-

Bangalah, and Sbéh-i—Bangéliyénllz. It appears from these titles that he

was not only the Sultan of the Muslims alone but also of the whole community
consisting of both the Muslims and non-Muslims of Bengal. Actually, his
independence with a separate court at Lakhnauti and his popularity became
the eye-sore of the Delhi historians and as such adverse comments from

the Delhi historians can well be understood. Hence, their assertions about
him cannot be accepted at their face value. In fact, he was a noble man

and was held in respect and love by his subjects in Bengal and this possib-

ly led to the ascriptions like Shah-i-Bangalah and Shah-i-Bangaliyan.

109. J.A.S.B., 1923, P. 279.

110.  Inshadh-i-Mahru, J.A.S.B., 1923, P. 279 ff; Barani : T.F.S., P. 593;

Sirat-i-FirGz Shahi, P. 34; J.N. Sarkar (ed) : il.B.vol.II, P. 110.
111. Barani : T.F.S., P. 593.

[ ]
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112. 'Afif : T.F.S., PP. 114-120.
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ohants al-Din Iliyas Shah also showed great qualities of a nation
builder. In the history of B._ngal, it was he who for the first time founded
an independent Sultanate by uniting the territories of Satgann, Lakhnauti and
Sunargaon. He gave to this united territories the name of 'Bangalah' and to
the people thus integrated the name of 'Bangali'. llenceforth, the people,
either of East Bengal or of North Bengal, or of West Bengal or of South
Bengal passed for under the common name of the 'Bangali' and the people of
other countries called them by this name. On the other hand, Iliyas Shah,
declaring himself as a national monarach, Look up the cause of Bengal as his

own. le did his best to advance the political, social, economic, and cultural

—

m—

——
-

interests of this country. In fact, he infused a new life in the sociely by

[ _

adopting a liberal policy to bring a cohesion among the people. As a result,

= — o —

all the people of Bengal came under the banner of one politico-social and

-,

linguistic platform. Like a true national leader he gave equal treatment to

—

—

all his people. His achievement as a nation-builder, were not merely personal.
He intused such a spirit in his administration and his liberal policy became
a model for the future rulers of independent Sultanate in Bengal. lliyas Shah

can rightly be given the credit of initiating such . w.. a liberal policy for

the independent Sultanate of Bengal.

Shams al-Din Iliyas Shah was a builder too. According to tradition, it

1s said Lhat he was the founder of the city of Hajipurllj. ghulam Husain Salim

informs us that he built a bath like §bamsi bath of Delhi1]q.

113. Charles Stewart : History of Bengal, p.108.
114, Salim : Riyad, p.96.
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Thus in conclusion Sultan Shams al-Din liyas Shah may be said Lo
have 1naugurated a glorious period in the history of Bengal, which lasted
for nearly two hundred years (i.e. from 1352 A.D. to 1538 A.D.) and in ini-
tiating the policies and values which helped the Sultanate to thrive for
such a long time. Iliyas Shah's contributions, though not very clearly and

elaborately recorded for us to draw upon, should not be underestimated.
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Sultan Sikandar Shah

Sultan Shams al-Din Iliyas Shah was succeeded by his eldest son

Sikandar Shah in 759 A.H./1358 A.D.! Tabagat-i-Akbarl records that on the

third day after his (Iliyas Shah) demise, the Amirs and the chiefs of different
groups placed his eldest son on the thorne, giving him the title of Sikandar

Shah®. Sirat-i-Firdz Shahi informs us that Sikandar Shah had a brother, ‘Al

Shah by name, who was in service under Pindar Khalji, an official of Sultan
I“Truz Shéhg. The credibility of this statement has been disputed by A.Karim4
and it 1s not likely that a son of Iliyas Shah served under an official of
sultan Firuz Shah qubluq.(On his accession to the throne, Sikandar Shah

Y

"oroclaimed the gospel of justice and beneficence and occupied himself with

the duties of the Sul@anate"sb

Immediately on accession, Sikandar Shah rightly realized that in order
to consolidate his position on the throne, he should maintain good relations
with the Sultan of Delhi. Accordingly he sent an envoy, named ‘Alam Khan to
Delhi in the very year of his coronation6. Within a short time, he also sent
five elephants as gift through Malik Saif al—Dih7. But in spite of his earnest

desire and efforts, Sikandar Shah could nol avert the hostility of the Sultan

of Delhi.

1. Yahya : T.M.S., p.127/.

2. Nizadm al-Din : T.A., vol.Ill, p.264.

3. Extract translated by K.K. Basu in J.B.0.R.S., vol. XXVII, pt.1,1941,p.92.
4, Ban%lar Itihasa, p.224.

5. Nizam al-Din : T.A., vol. III, p.204.

o. Yahya : T.M.S., p.128.

/7. Nizam al-Din : T.A., vol.Ill, p.264.
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We have noticed earlier that during the reign of Sultan Shams al-Din
Iliyas Shah, Sultan Firdz Shah of Delhi first attacked Bengal. But without
achieving his objective, the Sultan had to go back to Delhi. Of course, good
relations were maintained between them so long Iliyas Shah was alive. The
Sultans of Bengal and Delhi exchanged envoys and presents on a number of
occasion88. It is even recorded that at the time of Iliyas Shah's death, the
envoys from Delhi were coming to Bengal with presents. When Lhey reached
Bihar, they heard the news of the death of Iliyas Shah and did not proceed
furtherg. But we find Sultan Firuz Shah Tughluq leading a second expedition
to Bengal immediately after the death of Iliyas Shah. Possibly he was waiting

for an opportune moment.

Writing by way of an explanation for the second Bengal expedition of
Sultan Firuz Shah, Shams-i-Siraj ‘Afif accused Shams al-Din Iliyas Shah. Accord-
ing to him, soon after the retreat of Sultan Firuz Shah from Bengal, Tliyas
Shah invaded Sunargaon and captured Fakhr al-Din. He then killed him and
occupied his vleritory. As a result, the followers and friends of l'akhr al-
Din were put to flight. At that time, Zatar Khan, son-in-law of lakhr al-bDin,
was busy with examining the accounts of the revenues. When he received the
news of his father-in-law's death, he, in sheer fright of the turn of the
events, fled by water. tle first reached Thatta and then proceeded towards
Delhi. lle met the Sultan at Hisar IFiruzah and related to him the pathetic

tale of his sufferings. lle solicited royal help for avenging Lhe wrong done

8. See Supra, p. 77.
9. Nizam al-Din : T.A. vol. Ill, p.264; Firishtah : 1.1 ,11, p.2%.

———
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to his father-in-law and for his reinstatement in Sunargaon. The tender

hearted Sultan promised the refugee fullest support. He advanced to him and

his followers a sum of four lakhs of tankah (rupees) besides conferring on
him costly robes. Furthermore, an important post in the Diwan-i-Wizarat was
assigned to Zafar Khan in addition to 1000 horsemen and innumerable infantry.
But these gifts and rewards did not soothe his mind. He repeatedly broached
the subject with the Sultan. The latter consulted with Khanjahan and decided

to lead a second expedition to Bengal with the avowed object of reinstating

the exiled Zafar Khan in the territory of Sunérgéon10

But this explanation of ‘Afif does not seem to be Lenable. Because, it
is clear that‘Afif was not aware of the facts related to the second Bengal
expedition of Sultan Firuz Shah. Numismatically it is proved that Iliyds Shah

conquered Sunargaon from Sultan Ikhtiyar al-Din Ghazi Shah in 753 A.l./1352

11

A.D. Whereas, the first Bengal campaign of Sultan Firuz Shah took place

in between 754 A.H./1353 A.D. and 755 A.H./1354 A.D.12 So, it 1s obvious

that ‘Afif made a mistake in respect of the time of the conquest of Sunargion
by Tliyas Shah. Besides, there is no reason for Sultan Firuz Shah helping the
son-in-law of Fakhr al-Din. For, I'akhr al-Din too, like lliyas Shah, declared

independence against the authority of Delhi. The author of the Sirat-i-Firtz

Shahi mentioned another cause of Sultan Firdz Shah's second Bengal expedition.

10. T.F.S., PP. 137-144.

11. N.K. Bhattasali : Coins and chronology; PP. 24,27-28.
12. Barani . T.F.S., PP. 587, 596.
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He mentioned that Sikandar Shah showed impudence after his accession to the

throne of Bengal and this led Sultan Firuz Shah to attack Bengal. This view
can also be doubted. Sikandar Shah inherited sovereign position from his
father. So, the question of showing impundence to Delhi does not really
arise13. Actually, the fact is that by his first Bengal expedition, Sultan
Firuz Shah could neither overthrow Iliyas Shah nor reduce him to vassalage.
This independence of Iliyas Shah was galling to his pride and prestige and

he remained watchful for a favourable turn of events to amend this failure.

r ~

L

So, Iliyas Shah's death revived Sultan Firuz Shah's hope of redeeming
his prestige by conquering Bengal. He must have thouhgt that at the initial

stage of his reign Sikandar Shah would find it difficult to check the ons-

S

laught of the Delhi forces. Hence, immediately after Sikandar Shah's acces-

.;ion Sultan Firuz Shah sent an ultimatum from Zafarabad calling upon Sikandar
to tender him allegiancela. Although Sikandar Shah tried to please the Sultan
of Delhi by sending presents of five elephants and other valuable presents

to Delhi, the army of Sultan Firuz Shah marched towards Bengal in the month

15

of Zil Hajj,759 A.H./1358 A.D.” . This time the force consisted of eighty

thousand cavalry, 470 war elephants, barrier breaking bhoats, and a huge

13.  A.Karim : Banglar Itihdsa, p.226.

14. J.N.Sarkar(ed) : H.B. vol. II, p.111.

15. 1t appears from the writing of Yahya that Iliyas Shah died towards the
end of the year 759 A.H. (TMS.,p.127). The invasion of Bengal occured
just after Iliyas Shah's death As such it 1s very probable that it
occured in 759 A.H./1358 A.D.: Sirat-i-Firuz Shahi, extract translated
by Sukhamay Mukhopadhy ay: Banglar Ltihaser DuSo Bachar, p.48.
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fighting infantry. Besides this, there were two reception tents, two sleep-
ing tents and two tents for cooking and domestic work, 180 flags of various

kinds, 84 drums and trumpets loaded upon asses, camels and horses in large

number163/'

The imperial army marched through Kanauj, Oudh and reached Jaunpur
where the Sultan stayed for six months and founded a city after the name of
his illustrious predecessor Jaunan §b§hl7 and then he marched to Bengal. When
Sikandar Shah, the successor of Iliyas Shah heard of the approach of the impe-
rial army, he followed the strategy oi his father and having avoided and open
engagement took shelter in the island fortress of EkdélahlB. As on the pre-
vious occasion the imperial forces opened the siege of the fort signalising
their action with a heavy discharge of arrows and ballistac. In the midst
of these operations, one of the bastions of the fort collapsed causing much
confusion on either side. There was a great uproar. In sheer nervousness
Prince Fatah Khdn cried out, "The Bangalis are coming to fall upon the impe-
rialists"lg. On hearing the uproar, the Sultan went to the scence. There
Hisamul Mulk informed Firuz Shah that the chief tower has falled and asked
the Sultan for immediate assault to capture the fortzo. Firuz Shah thought
over and said that if it were taken by sudden assault thousands of worthy

women would be subjected to violence and indignity. Hence, the Sultan did

16. ‘Afif : T.F.S., PP. 144 - 145.
17. Tbid., PP. 148 - 149,

18. Ibid., p.149.
19. Ibid., p.150.
20. 1Ibid., p.151.
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not agree to the proposal of capturing the fort and asked tlisamul Mulk to
walt till the following dayzl. Once more the Sultan, becuase of his chicken
heartedness, failed to rise to the occasion and play the role of a success-
ful general. His hesitation proved a boon to the enemy, who, during the night
repaired the breach and strengthened their defences. Desultory warfare con-
tinued for days together till at length both the parties, getting tired of

war opened negotiations for peace

‘Afif dwels at length how the negotiations were conducted and peace
was concluded23. He mentioned that Sikandar met his minislers in a conference
to consult them. The ministers advised him to seek peaceza. On this Sikandar
Shah remained silent and the ministers retired. This ministers then, of their
own accord, thinking that silence of the Sultan meant consent, sent a clever
confidential agent to the ministers of Firuz Shah to open negotialtions for
peace on the pretext that the combatants were Muslims and war among them

meant considerable loss of Muslims on both sideszs. It appears that the

21. “Afif : T.F.S., p.151. ‘Afif mentioned the same motive which persuaded
Firuz Shah not to storm the citadel of Ekdalah in the first expedition
(Ibid, p.119). It could not have been unknown to Eirtz that the ignom-
iny of Muslim women was an inevitable consequence of military campaigns,
and if therefore this consideration weighed with him in not pressing
the campaign to a victorious conclusion, he should not have undertaken
the second. Actually, ‘Af1f applies the same argument as is applied in

the first expedition to save the face of Firuz Shah.
22. lbid., p.152.

23. Ibid., PP.152-163.

24, Ibid., p.153. It is by no means clear how the imperialist author came

to know of this secret conference of the council Chamber of Fkdalah.
25. Ibid., PP.153-154.
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agent who was sent to the ministers of Firtz Shah had no royal authority
in the truest sense. However, when the proposal of the Bengali agent was
comnunicated to Sultan Firuz Shah, he agreed to conclude peace only on con-
dition of reinstatement of Zafar Khan on the throne of Sunérgéon26. Sultan
Firuz Shah sent one of his Bengali official named Haibat Khan for the mission
of conducting negotiations with Sikandar Shah. Though the minister of Sultan
Sikandar met and received the envoy, Sikandar himself pretended to be in
ignorance of the negotiations. llaibat Khan, however, set forth the terms
on which peace might be made and when he perceived that Sikandar Shah also
spoke in favour of peace, he said that the chief reason why Sultan Firuz had
undertaken the campaign was the establishment of Zafar Khan in the country
of Sunargaon. At this, Sikandar replied that if it was his intention, then
why should he come to Bengal personally; if the Sultan sent message to that
effect, he would have surrendered Sunargaon to Zafar gb5h27. Here it is to
be pointed out that the circumspection with which the subject of Sunargaon
was launched, deserves notice. Certainly it does not look like the demand
of a victor and the show of the victor to the vanquished; for, the settlement
of the terms of peace is absolutely unique. Anyway, Haibat Khan returned
joyfully and reported to Firuz Shah the result of his negotiations, that is

_ 28

Sikandar Shah agreed to surrender Sunargaon to Zafar Khan™ . This greatly

pleased the Sdlpén and he proclaimed, '‘There should be no war now and ex-

26. Ibid, p.156.
27. 1bid,PP.156-158. oc
28. Ibid, p.158. JR4EK2
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- pressed his desire to look upon him as a nephew"zg. He sent a 'Kulah'

(Crown or Cap) worth 80,000 tankahs and 500 Arab and Turki horses to Sikandar

Shah as presents through Malik Qabll with an expression of wish that he
might not be again at war with Sikandar §béh30. In return, Sultd3n Sikandar
Shah also, to show his satisfaction, sent 40 elephants and other valuable
presents expressing a desire that every year there should be such exchanges
of friendly feelings between them>L. The Sultan then asked Zafar Khan to
proceed to Sunargdon offering to remain with his army near Fkdalah till his
arrival at the destination. But Zaftar Khan consulted his followers and they
pointed out to him the impossibility of staying at Sunargaon. He, therefore,
gave up his idea of going there and said to the Sultan, that he and his
family were so happy and secure under the Government of Delhi that he had
given up his desire for Sunargaon. In spite of the pursuation of the Sultan,
Zafar Khan did not go to Sunérgﬁbn32. Here it is to be noted that the reason
given in favour of Zafar Khan's refusal to go to Sunargaon, does not seem

to be true. Because, if the argument advanced by Zafar Khan was sincere,

why was the campaign undertaken at all ? What about avenging the claims of
Zafar Khan, which according to‘Afif, was the sole motive of Firdz Shah in
undertaking this campaign ? Actually, Sikandar Shah appears to be so power-
ful in the eyes of Zafar Khan that he even in spite of getting assurance of

the support of the imperial forces, did not dare to resume sovereignty in

Sunargdon, situated in the interior of the Kingdom of Sikandar Shah.

29. Ibid., p.159,

30. Tbid., PP. 159-160.
31. Tbid., p.161.
32. 1bid., p.162.
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lHowever, it may well be said that the introduction of this story of Zatar
Khan is an ill concealed attempt by the contemporary historian to save the
face of the Delhi Sultan, who like his first attempt, did not fare very well
even in his second. Anyway, Sultan Firuz Shah left kkdalah for Jajnagar in

the month of Zil Hajj, 761 A.H./1360 A.D. and reached Delhi in the month of

Rajab, 762 A.H./1361 A.D. .

Thus it is clear that the second invasion of Bengal by Sultan Firuz
Shah, like the first, was a failure, as he could not achieve the object for
which he had undertaken the expedition. It also shows that Firuz Shah was
eager for peace with Sikandar=". According to N.K. Bhattasali, ''A perusal
of the accounts of the negotiations for peace leaves a clear impression that

it was the the imperial side that sought peace, and not the Bangalee Sulpén"3§

33. Yahya : T.M.S., p.129.

34. According to“Afif, Sikandar Shah's ministers initiated the proposal for
‘ &L / peace first. Thereupon Sultan Firuz Shaéh agreed to conclude peace with
,Q?’ the only condition of reinstating Zafar Khan on the throne of Sunargaon.

4§L It is noticed in the Tarikh-i-Firuz Shihi of ‘Afif that Sikandar Shah
accepted the condition. But Zafar Khan refused to go to Sunargaon and
he expressed his desire to remain in service under Sultan Firdz Shah.
Sirat-i-Firuz ghahi informs us that when Sultan Firuz Shah besieged
the fort of Ekdalah, Sikandar became pale out of fear and he sought
mercy to Firuz Shah. Firuz Shah evinced magnanimity by showing mercy
to Sikandar (Extract translated by Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay in Banglar
Itishaser Du $o Bachar, 3rd edn. p.48). It is needless to say that
there the Delhi historians are not really impartial, Firstly, it is
not easy to understand why Zafar Khan, in spite of getting the offer
of reinstatement on the throne of Sunargaon, did not accept the proposal.
Secondly, if Sikandar Shah, on becoming pale out of fear, surrendered,
why then Bengal was not incorporated into the Delhi Sultanate ? Thirdly,
we find that the Bengali agent went to the ministers of the Firuz Shah
without having any royal authority. On the other hand, Sultan Firiz
Shah sent as his envoy one of his Bengali officials named Haibat Khan
to settle the terms of peace with the Sultan of Bengal. So the details
about the conduct of the peace negotiations induce us to believe that

it was Sultan Firtz Shah who took the initiative in opening the overtures
for peace.

35. Coins and Chronology, p.49.
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{
The formal recognition of Sikandar Shah as an independent ruler by Sultan | js’

Firuz Shah marks the last attempt by the Sultans of Delhi to reassert suze-

rainty over that province and for nearly two centuries Bengal was left in \

peace without any interference from the imperial court.

Sikandar Shah had a long and prosperous reign of thirty four36 years

(759 A.H.-793 A.H./1358 A.D.-1390 A.D.). He was an able ruler and a military
leader of high calibre. He possessed great personal courage and wonderful
patience. He successfully defended his Sultanate against the aggression of
Delhi and maintained its integrity. A careful study shows that in his second
Bengal expedition, Sultan Iiruz Shah came with greater preparation than that
of his first. His first campaign of Bengal did not last even one year and

he took decision to retreat mainly on the approach of the rainy Season37

But the second expedition of Bengal covered a period of two years and seven

20
months. This time Sultan Firuz Shah stayed in Bengal for nearly two years™;

-

—

even the rainy season could not deter him. This long stay of the imperial

forces did not shake Sikandar Shah; who did not face even a nominal defeat

at the hand of the imperial forces as was faced by his father. Hence, as a

general, his achievement may be said to be greater than his father.

Sultan Sikandar Shah was an able administrator. He devised efficient
and useful administrative system. tle devided the Sultanate into seven adminis-
trative units namely - Firuzabad, Satgaon, Shahr-i-Naw, Muazzamabad or Sunar-

gaon, Fathabad, Chatgaon and KémruBg.

Jo. On the basis of Hijra years.
37. See Supra.

38. Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay : Banglar Itihaser Du 4o Bachar 3rd edn. p.50.
39. For details - see chapter IV (Administration).
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Sultan Sikandar Shah was a great patron of art and architecture.
His age saw a remarkable development of architecture. His liberal attitude
led to the fusion of indigenous and foreign elements in the domain of archi-
tecture. The most magnificent building of his reign is the Adina Masjid at
lladrat Pandudh. According to an inscription fixed on the western wall of
the mosque, it was built in Rajab, 776 A.H./1375 A.D.QO. This mosque was
planned in the conventional style with an extensive courtyard and arched
recess and ways. According to Marshall it was the most ambitions structure
of its kind ever essayed in eastern Indiaal. This mosque engrafted new fea-
tures in its plan and design. It called forth the best of masons, stone
workers and materials that were then available. It is a bold creation unique
in its kind

l.ike his father, Sultan Sikandar Shah was also a devout Muslim. He

held the‘Ulamas and the learned in the highest esteem. It is said that in

honour of Mawlana ‘Ata, he built a mosque at Devkot in the district of Dinaj-

pur in 1363 A.D.*>. He had close contact with Shaikh ‘Ala’al-Huq and Shaikh

Sharf al-Din Yahya ManerI who lived at Pandudh and Bihar respectively. It
is revealed in one of the letters of Mawlana Muzaffar Shams Balkhi, addressed
to Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah of Bengal that Sikandar Shah was in corres-

pondence with Shaikh Sharf al-Din Yahya Maneriaa. Though Sikandar Shah had

40. A.ll. Dani : MAB., p.55.
41. Cambridge History of India, vol. III, p.602.

42. A.UH. Dani : MAB., p.26; For details of the Adina Masjid - See
Chapter VII TKFChltecture)

43, Shamsuddin Ahmad : Inscriptions, vol. PP. 34-35,

44, J.B.R.S., vol.42 Part-IIE_§56 P. 178
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profound respect for Shaikh‘Ala’al-tiug it appears that in the end of his
reign there was a clash of opinion between them. As a result Sultan Sikandar
Shah turned the Shaikh out of Pandudh and banished him to SunérgéonaS. ‘The

author of Akhbar al-Akhiyar mentions that by a super human power, the Shaikh

spent so much money in feeding the beggars, pupils and wanderers that even
the State treasury could not have borne such a huge expenditure. The Sultan
grew jealous and ordered the Shaikh to leave the capital. From a minute
observation of the events of the subsequent period, it appears that the

reason put forward by the author of Akhbar al-Akhiyar is far from satisfac-

tory. We have noticed earlier that Iliyas Shah first laid the foundation of
the Muslim Sultanate in Bengal against the authority of Delhi. Iliyas Shah
rightly realized that the newly established Sultanate of Bengal, for its
survival, must be broadbased upon the sympathy and co-operation of the local
people. Hence, he followed a policy of toleration and co-operation towards

the local people. As a consequence, the local people were employed in the

e e e

different fields of administration in large number. They were also getting

key positions 1n the administration. Other concessions were also granted to
them in the social and cultural fields. This liberal policy towards the local
people was followed by his successors. But the Sifis were against this liberal
attitude of the Sultans of Bengal as is gleaned from the letters of Hadrat
Muzaf tar §bamé Balkhi. He admonished Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah about

the bad effect of the appointment of the Hindus to the key—position46. Now

45. ‘Abd al-tlaq : Akhbar al-Akhiyar, p.143.
46. J.B.R.S., vol. 42, pt.II, 1956, PP.186-187.
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if Ghiyath al-DIn Azam Shah could be warned by a Suafi of Bihar, was it not
possible for Shaikh ‘Ala’al-Huq to do the same in the time of Sikandar Shah ?
Thus the estrangement between Sikandar Shah and Shaikh ‘Ala’al-lluq may be
sald to have been due not to any personal jealousy as Shaikh ‘Abd al-Huq
Dehlawl would have us believe, but due to their wide difference on matters

of state policy towards the local non—Muslim47; It is recorded in the Rafiq

al“Arefin of Farid bin Salar that Sikandar Shah was praised repeatedly as a

king and as a man by Shaikh Husam al-Din Manikpﬁr148

But the last days of Sultan Sikandar Shah were not happy. It was

embittered by palace intrigues. It is mentioned in the Riyad al-5Salatin

that "Sikandar Shah had seventeen sons by his first wife, and by his second

wife he had one son, named Ghiyath al-Din who, in polish of manners and other

- .

——— — —

qualities, was superior to his other brothers, and was proficient in the art

of government. Consequently, the first wife kindling the fire of envy and
jealousy and wishing the destruction of Ghiyath al-Din, sought for an oppor-
tunity to injure him. One day, finding an opportunity, she respectfully
placed the hand on her chest in the presence of the King and desired to
state her object. The King guessing from the manner of the wife said :
"Speak out what thou hast to say'. The wife said "T would submit my prayer,
if the King would take an oath to fulfil it and try his best to fulfil it'"'.

he King swore to fulfil it, and indulging in a bit of hyperbole said :

47. For details see A.Karim : Social History, PP.126-130.
48. Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay : Banglar Itihdser Duso Bachar, 3rd edn. p.55.
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"Unbosom the desire that thou hast, and make thy lip the mirror of the

dust of thy heart'". The shrewd queen said : "I am in great anxiely, in
consequence of the conduct of Ghiyath al-Din. He is scheming to mount the
throne, by killing the King and destroying my sons. Although he is in the
position of a son to me, and I do not wish that he should be killed, yet

as the safeguarding of the life of the King is incumbent, you should not

let slip from the hand the rein of alertness, but provide previously against
any mishap. The best course would be that you should imprison him, or blind
his eyes. The King on hearing this became perturbed and said, 'What is this
aim of thine which thou hast mingled with the liquid of my welfare and what
is this fire of envy that thou hast mixed with solicitude for me 7 Thou
feelest no shame that thou hast seventeen sons, whilst the other frail lady
has only this one son. What you do not like for yourself, do not desire unto
others". The queen again anxiously said : "Envy and jealousy have nothing

to do with my suggestion. The duty that I thought incumbent upon myself in
the interests of thy well being. I have discharged; after this, my sovereign
is at liberty to do what he pleases'. The King putting the padlock of silence
on the portal of the tongue, kept quiet, and said within himself, ''As Ghiyath
al-Din is a dutiful son and possesses capacity for ruling, even if he seeks
to take my life, let it be so ! Happy it is, if the son is dutiful. But if

he is undutiful, may he perish "! After this he put the reins of authority
entirely into the hands of Ghiyath al-Din. But Ghiyath al-Din, who suspected
always the wiles and stratagems of the queen, one day on the pretext of

hunting escaped towards Sunargaon and in a short time mobilising a large
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army, demanded the throne from his father. Shortly after, in order to
wrest the Kingdom, he marched with a large army from Sunargaon and encamped
at Sunargadhiag. From the other side, the father also with a powerful army

advanced. On the next day, on the battle field of Goalparaso, both sides

C——

marshalling their forces prepared to fight. There was no love and affection

e ——

——

between the father and the son. War started between the two parties. Ghiyath

A —

- —~—~—— —_—

al-Din had gi;en strict orders to his soldiers and commandars that to the
utmost they should capture the King alive. But, as fate willed otherwise,
Sikandar Shah was unknowingly killed at the hands of one of the commandars
of Ghiyath al-Din. On knowing that Sikandar Shah was killed, the slayer in
fright went to Ghiyath al-DIn and said, "In case we fear thalt by restraining
our hands, we may be killed, can we kill him'" ? Ghiyath al-Din said, 'cer-
tainly you may kill him" and after some reflection he said; "'Apparently thou
hast killed the King'. The slayer said; ''Yes unknowingly T inflicted a cut
with the spear on the heart of the King. Still he has some remnants of
life". Ghiyath al-Din proceeded swiftly, dismounted from the horse, and
placed the head of the father on his lap, and tears trickled down his cheek
and he said : '"Father open thy eyes and express thy dying wish that 1T may
fulfil it". The King opened his eyes and said : "My life's work over; the
Kingdom 1s welcome to thee. May you prosper in your sovereignty. As 1 have

quitted the World". After saying this he died. Ghiyath al-Din left behind

some nobles to attend the burial of his father, and himself rode forward

towards Panduah and ascended the throne51

49. Not identified; but A. Salam thinks that it must have close to Suniargaon
(SalTin : RiyAd, Eng. tr. p.107, f.n.I.).

5. Wise identified Goalpara with a village near Jafargunge in Dhaka
district (J.A.S.B., 1874, p.89).

51. Salim : Riyad, PP. 101-105.




102

lhe above description of Ghulam Husain Salim shows that during the
last years of Sikandar Shah's reign, his son Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah,
suspecting that his father's ears were poisoned against him by his step
mother; fled to Sunargaon and openly revolted against his father. As a

result, a battle ensued in which Sikandar Shah was defeated and killed,

Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah ascended the throne of Bengal. We do not find

any reference to this fact in the contemporary sources. Of course, as

there was a complete separation between Bengal and Delhi, it is not expected
to get any information about the event in the writings of the historians of
Delhi. But Ghul3m Husain Salim's description finds support in the accounts

of Buchanan. Buchanan says, ''Ghyashuddin, having also taken disgust, returned
to the same place (Sonargang), and afterwards made war against his father,
who, after a reign of 32 years, fell in battle at a place called Satra, near

Goyalpara''"“. Here it is to be mentioned that Buchanan's information about

the period of Sikandar Shah's reign is corroborated by the evidence of coins.
Hence, his description of war between Sikandar Shah and Azam Shah appears

to be true. It is found in one of the letters of Shaikh Muzaffar Shams Balkhi,
addressed to Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah that Sikandar Shah was mentioned

as ''Sultan-i-Shaheed" (martyred Sultan)53. This fact indicates that Sikandar

Shah became a martyr in the war and gives a hint that the father was killed

by his son. If N.K. Bhattasali's reading of the date of one of the coins of

52. Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay : Banglar [tihaser Du $uo Bachar, 3rd edn.p.56.
53. J.B.R.S., Vol. 42, Pt.Il. 1956, p.184.
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Azam Shah as /90 A.ll. is correct, then we may say that numismatically it

is also proved that Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah rose in rebellion against his

fal:herS4

[t 1s not easy to ascertain the date of the death of Sultan Sikandar

oshah. Numismatic evidence shows that the Sulgén issued coins from 759 A.H.55

to /92 A.H.SQ. On the other hand, the first undoubted date noticed in the

coins of Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah is 793 A.H.57. On the basis of this

evidence, it 1s suggested that Sultan Sikandar Shah died sometime in between

792 A.ll. and /93 A.ll.

54. Coins and Chronology, p.63-/0.

55. H.N. Wright : Catalogue, II, coin nos. 3/, 38 and 39, PP.152 - 153;
Botham and Friel : Suppl. Shillong Cabinet, p.133.
50. A. Karim : Corpus, PP.50, 154.

5/7. IH.N. Wright : Catalogue II, coin nos. 67, /3 and 74, PP. 157 - 158.
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Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah

On the dealth of Sultan Sikandar Shah the rebel prince Azam Shah
ascended the throne with the title of Sultdn Ghiyath al-Din’ in 793 A.H./
1390-1391 A:D.2 Apparently it would appear that Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah
was a patricide. As we have seen in the preceding section that the cons-
piracy of his step mother compelled him to rise in rebellion against his
father and ultimately a battle took place between the son and the father
al Goalpara in which the latter was killedB. The first act of Sultan
Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah was to seize his half brothers, whose eyes he
ordered to be eradicated and sent to their mothera. According to Buchanan,
the Sultan killed his step brotherss. To kill or blind the rivals is not
a new thing in the history of the Indian Sub-continent. ‘There are many

examples of such events in the history of Delhi Sultans and of the Mughal

emperors. So, it would not be wise to judge the character ot Sultan Ghiyath
al-Din Azam Shah on the basis of his initial acts. As a Sultan he earned

fame for his love of justice and for his good administration.

l.ike his predecessors, Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah was also a
very capable ruler. But his greatness does not lie in the field of war.

He earned reputation for his noble characteristics; patron of scholars

l. Nizam al-Din : T.A., vol.lII, p.265.

2. Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah's coin bears Lhe date 793 A.il., which comenced
on 9.12.1390 A.D.@N.K.Bhattasali :’ Zoins and Chronology, p.176). ‘lhere-
fore, it may be considered that he ascended the throne some time in
between 1390 and 1391 A.D.

Salim : Riyad, PP.102-105.

ibid., p.105,

A.Karim : Banglar Itihasa, p.23].
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and poets, profound respect for the sufis, establishment of Madrasah in

the city of Makka and for his maintenance of good relations with the em-

peror of China.

There is very little information about his conquest. According to
Buchanan, GChiyath al-Din Azam Shah was in a long conflict with one Shahab
Khan. But he could not achieve any success. Shaikh Nir Qutb‘Alam tried to
bring them to an understanding. In these circumstances, on an opportune

meoment Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah captured Shahab Khénb.

Previously A. Karim expressed his doubt on the testimony of Buchanan.

Because no contemporary of Sultan Ghiyath al-Din with the name of Shahab
Khan was found to exist in the history of Bengal. lence, it is not possible
for a common man without having any royal background to fight for a long
period with the Sultan of Bengal7. But recently one coin of Shahab al-Din
Azam Shah has been discovered8. On the basis of this coin A. Karim revised
his former opinion partially and writes, "Although in the absence of date
in this coin, we cannot firmly identify Shahab al-Din Azam Shah of this
coin with Shahab Khan, the contender of Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah as stated
by Buchanan, the probability of such an identification is very great. A
final decision in this point should, however, be deferred until fresh

coins with date and the name of the mint are available"g.

Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay : Banglar Itihaser Duso Bachar, 3rd.edn.,p.77.
A. Karim : Banglar Itihasa, p.232.

6.

/.

8. A. Karim : Catalogue of Coins in the Cabinet of Chittagong University,p
9. 1Ibid., p.18. '

.17
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|t appears that during the reign of Ghiyath al-Din AZzam Shah, war
took place between Bengal and Kamrup. It has been mentioned earlier that
Iliyas Shah conquered a portion of Kamrup and Sikandar Shah issued coins

from the mint of Kamrup in 759 A.H.lo

But it cannot be said with certainty
that Kamrup was always under the rule of Sikandar Shah. No coins of Ghiyath
al-Din Azam Shah issued from Kamrup has been discovered till now. One ins-
cription of Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah is preserved in the Museum of Ghuhatil%
but its place of origin is not know If it belonged to any part of Kamrup,

it may be said that some portion of Kamrup was included in the empire of

Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah. It is stated in the Yogini Tantra that the Muslims

invanded Kamrup in 1394-95 A.D. and held that country for twelve years12
If this statement is correct, it may be assumed that Ghiyath al-Din Azam
shah conquered Kamrup during the first years of his reign and kept it under

his control fQr twelve years.

During the reign of Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah, a conflict arose
between the Ahom Rajd Sudangpha (1397-1407) and the Rajah of Kamta. It is

stated in the Assam Buranjis that the Ahom Raja Sudangpha went to war against

the Raja of Kamta for harbouring a noble Tao Sulai who had of fended the Ahom
Réjélj. Taking advantage of this situation, Sultan Ghiyath al-Din intended

to extend his authority and invanded the territory of the Raja of Kamta.

10. See Supra, p. /8-79.

11. Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay : Banglar Itihaser Du$o Bachar, 3rd end.p./8.
12. Ibid.,p./8.

13. J.N. Sarakar (ed): H.B., vol.II, p.118.
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In the face of Muslim invasion the two llindu Kings made up their quarrel
and appeared against the Sultan with their combined forces. Ghiyath al-

Din could not face them and his army was forced back to the river Karatoyél4

Meng - tsau - mwan (Narimekhala), the King of Arakan, being expelled
from his Kingdom took shelter in the court of Sultan Ghiyath al-DIn Azam
Shah who made an unsuccessful effort to restore him to his thronels. It 1s

known from the Purusa Pariksha of Vidyapati that Raja Shiva Singha of Mithila

defeated one King of Gaudal6. Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay is inclined to identify
this King of Gauda with Ghiydth al-Din Azam Shah. The reign of Raja Shiva
Singha ended in 1415 A.D. llence, war between Shiva Singha and the King of
Gauda can be said to have taken place before 1415 A.D. or before 1410-11,
upto which date Ghiyath al-DIn Azam Shah is known to have ruled Bengall7.
But Shahidullah is of the opinion that the Mithilian Poet Vidyapati wrote

his book Purusa Pariksha in 1413 A.D.18. Hence, the King of Gauda who was

defeated by Raja Shiva Shingha does not appear to be Sultan Ghiyath al-Din
Azam Shah; he may be identified with a later King of Bengal. Besides, we

do not know anything in details where, how and when the war took place
between the King of Gauda and Shiva Singha. Moreover, the sayings of Vidya-
pati regarding his patron may contain a lot of exaggerations. So, on its

basis, it would not be fair to say that Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah was

defeated by Raja Shiva Singha of Mithila' .

14, 1bid.
15. R.C. Mazunder (ed) : The Delhi Sultanate, p.203.

16. Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay : Banglar I1tihd3ser Dudo Bachar, 3rd edn.PP.79-80.
17. 1Ibid.

18. P.P.H.C., Dhaka,1953, p.212.
19. A. Karim : Banglar Itihasa, p.233.
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[f Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah cannot be said to have carned any great
fame for his conquests, he, however earned a good name for his ideal charac-
ter, patron of learning and for his good administration. Reflerence may be
made to two anecdotes which throw interesting light on the character and
personality of the Sultan. Riyad mentions that one day while the King was
amusing himself in the practice of archery, one of his arrows by chance
wounded a boy, the son of a widow. The widow immediately sought for redress
from Qadi Siraj al-Din. The Qadi was in anxiety; for if he showed partiality
towards the King, he would be held culpable before the tribunal of God, and
if he did not do so, the summoning of the King would be a difficult affair.

After much reflection, he sunmonded the King and himself salt on the tribunal

of justice, placing a whip underneath the masnad. When the Qadi's peon reach-

ed the palace, finding access to the King impossible, he commenced shouting
out the call to prayer (Azan). The King hearing this untimely call to prayer,

ordered the Mudzzin (caller to prayer) to be brought to his presence. When

the servants carried the latter to the royal presence, the King enquired

as to this untimely call to prayer. He (peon) replied, "QadI Siraj al-Din
has deputed me, in order that I may take the King to the tribunal of justice.
Since access to the King was difficult, I adopted this device to obtain
access. Now get up, and come to the tribunal. The widow's son whom you woun-
ded with an arrow, is the complainant'. The King instantly rose and conceal-
ing a short sword under his arm-pit, went before the Qadi, who, far from
paying him any mark of respect, said to him, ''Consolate the heart of this
old woman". The King consolated her in a way that he could and said; '"Qadf,

now the old woman is satisfied". Then the Qadi turning to the old woman
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enquired, 'Have you received redress and been satisfied ?'" The woman said,
"Yes, T am satisfied'". Then the Qadil got up in great delight, and showing

respect to the King, seated him on the nasnad. The King drawing out the

sword from his armpit said, ''Qadi, in obedience to the injunctions of the
sacred Law,l have appeared at your tribunal. If to-day I found you deviat-
ing by one hair breadth from adherence to the injunctions of the lLaw, with
this very sword I should have severed your head. God be thanked, that every-
thing has been all right". The Qadi also drew his whip from underneath the

masnad and said, ''Sir, if today 1 found thee in the least transgressing the

injunctions of the sacred law, by God, with this very whip 1 should have
turned your back red and black', and added, "A calamity had come but has
ended well". ‘The King was much pleased and handsomely rewarded the upright
judge and returnedzo. How far this anecdote 1is true, we cannot say with
certainty. This story is not corroborated by any other source. But this
anecdote gives testimony to the fact that the Sultan's fame as a great lover

of justice had transcended to the time of Ghulam llusain Salim,

We also find other qualities in the character of Sultan Ghiyath al-
Din Azam Shah. He himself was a scholar and held literary men in great esteem.
lle was also a poet. lHe used to compose poems in Persian language. Once he
invited the famous Iranian poet llafiz to Bengal. ln this respect also, there
is a fine anecdote in the Eiz§§21. It i1s related that once Sultan Ghiyath

al-Din Azam Shah falling seriously i1l despired of life and selected three

maids from his harem named Sarv (the cypress), Gul (the Rose) and Lilah

20. Salim : Riyagd, PP.106-108.
21. Ibid., PP.105-107.
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(the Tulip) to perform the last bathing ceremony. 'lhe Sultan recovered on
that occasion and considering them auspicious he bestowed attentions on them

more than before. Jealous of the Sultan's attention to them, the other maids

gave them the mocking epithet of Ghassalegl (corpse - washer). One day, while

the King was in a jolly mood, they related to him this affair. One hearing

this, the King recited the first line. "Oh cup - bearer, this is story of

Sarv (the cypress) Gul (the Rose) and Lalah (the Tulip)", but he could not
canpose an apt second line. None of the poets attached to court also could
supply 1t. Then the King writing this line, sent it through an envoy to

Shams al-Din Hafiz of Shirdj. Hafiz quickly supplied the next line, "This

story relates to three bathers'. Hafiz also sent another ghazal to the Sultan

which runs thus:22

"Saqi the tale of the cypress and the rose and the Tulip goeth.

And with the three washers (cups of wine), this despute goeth.

Drink wine; for the new bride of the sword hath found beauty limit
(is perfect in beauty).

Of the trade of the broker, the work of this tale - goeth.

Sugar - shattering (verse of Hafiz devouring), have become all the
parrots (poets) of Hindustan.

On account of this Farsi candy (sweet Persian ode) that to Bengal - goeth.
In the path of verse, behold the travelling of place and time. This child
(ode) of one night, the path of (travel of) one year to Bengal - goeth.

That eye of sorcery (of the beloved) Abid fascinating behold.

How, in its rear, the caravan of sorcery - goeth.

22. Diwan-i-Hafiz,E.tr. by H.W. Clerk, vol.I, PP.310-311; A.Karim :

- e el A Sy ey

Banglar ltihasa, PP. 2306-237.
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Sweel expressed, the beloved proudly moveth; and on the face of the white
rose.

The sweet (drops) of night dew from shame of (the beloved's) face - goeth.
I'rom the path, go not to thw world's blandishents for this old womaun.
Sitteth a cheat : and a bawd, she - goeth.

Be not live Samivi, who beheld gold; and, from assishness, let go Musa;
and, in pursuit of the (golden) calf, - goeth.

From the King's garden, the spring - wind bloweth.

And within the Tulip's bowl, wine from dew - goeth.

Of love for the assembly of the Sultan Ghiyasu-d-Din llatiz.

Be not silent, for, from lamenting, the work - goeth''.

From the historical point of view, this ghazal of llafiz bear a great
importance. Firstly, in it the intention of coming of llafiz to Bengal is
clearly written. In it, the name of Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah is
also mentioned. These facts clearly indicate that this ghazal was written
for the Sultan of Bengal and was sent to him. Secondly, in the last two
verses of the ghazal, Hafiz expressed his grief for his incapability of
coming to Bengal. This fact shows that Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah in-

vited the Iranian poet Hatiz to come to Bengal.

Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah built madrasahs in the holy cities
of Makkah and Madinah at an enormous cost and richly endowcd it for the

support of the teachers and students. We find references to this fact in

the writings of Ibn Hajar, al Fasi, Qutb al-llanafi and Al Sakhawi. Quoting
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from Qutb al-Din Hanafi's Tarikh-i-Makkah, Ghulam Al Azad Bilgrami also

relates Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah's benevolent activities in Makkah
and Madinah. 'This same account is also available in the works of Hamid

Allah Khan who copied Bilgrami verbatim23. All of them furnish us with

the following facts : Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah had a wazir, Khanjahan
by name, whose real name was Yahya son of Arab Shah. He inspired the Sultan
to build madrasahs in the cities of Makkah and Madinah and under his insti-
gation the Sultan, also sent valuable presents for the inhabitants of Makkah
and Madinah through their slaves Yaqut and Haji Igbal. But before they could

reach, the boat carrying the gooods etc. capsized near Zeddah24.

Al-Sakhawi furnishes the following information about Sultan Ghiyath
al-Din Azam Shah. Ghiyath al-Din Abu'l Muzaffar, al Sijistani by origin was
the ruler of Bengal in the country of India. lle was a llanafi (belonging to
the school of Abu Uaanah), favoured with learning and illealth, loved in the
circle of theologians and pious men, brave, generous and bountiful. He built
a madrasah at Makkah at the gate of Umme Hani and spent for it and for its

endowments twelve thousand Lkgyptian mithgal, established lectures in it for

the people belonging to four maq}_'lhabs25 and the lectures came to an end

there in Jamadi II, in the year 14 (probably meaning 814 A.H./1411 A.D.)
Similarly he tounded a madrasah in the city of the Prophet (Madinah) at

a place called the '0ld Fort' near the 'Gate of Peace'. This is in addition

23. A. Karim : Social llistory, PP. 47-50; lslamic culture, vol.XXX1I, No.3,
July, 1958, PP. 199-207; Itihas Patrika, Tritio Barsa, Pratham Sangkhya,
PP. 1-10.

24. A. Karim : Banglar Itihasa, p.238.

25. ‘lhe four madhhabs are, Hanaff, §b§féyf,‘§éleki and tlanbali named after

their founders. il
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to his sending rich presents for the people of Haramayn (Makkah and Madinah)

several times

The writings of Ibn Hajar and Taql al-I‘asi coroborate the accounts
of Al-Sakhawi and add that the construction of the madrasah began in the
month of Ramadan 813 A.H., and though the madrasah had started functioning
at the begining of the year 814 A.H., when the endowment was made, the build-
ing was completed about six months latter27. It is learnt that Taki al-Fasi

belonged to the madhhab of Maleki and he was himself a Professor of the

madrasah at Makkah. He taught the students about the Malikite School of law.
There were sixty students attending this institution, of whom twenty were
studying shafite law, twenty Hanafite and ten each Malikite and Hanbalite.
Some property - two plots and four water reservoirs in the vicinity were
purchased and endowed for covering various heads of expenditure in the runn-
ing of this institution. The income accruing from the endownents was to be
spent thus : One fifth of the amount was meant to cover the salaries etc.

of the teachers, three fifth to meet the expenses of the students and of

the remaining one fifth, two third was meant to defray the expenses of the
residents of the building (presumably caretakers, attendants etc.) number-
ing ten, while the remaining one third was to be utilised for the proper
upkeep of the building, oil for camps, water and such other things. A house

opposite to the madrasah was also purchased at a cost of 500 gold mithqals

and was made wakf (enddowment) for the madrasah28.

26. Al Sakhawi : Al-Daw al-lami’, Cairo, 1303 A.H. pt.ILl, p.313.
27. Islamic Culture, vol. XXXII, No.3, July, 1958 A.D., p.199.
28. Islamic Culture, vol.XXXI1, No.3, July, 1958, p.200.
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Ghulam ‘Al Azad Bilgrami records a similar account about the esta-
blishment of the madrasah and endowments and adds that Chiyath al-Din
wrote a letter to Mawlana Hasan bin ‘Ajlan, the Sharif of Makkah and sent
him valuable presents. The Sharif accepted the presents and ordered the
works to be done according to the wish of the Sultéan. The Sharif took one
third (of the wealth sent) according to his family custom and the rest were
distributed among the learned and destitutes of the holy cities. So much
wealth was sent that everyone of the two holy places got his own share

there of. Yaquit purchased two houses near the place known as Bab-i-Ummehani

for building the madrasah and the sarai. The two houses were demolished and

the madrasah and the sarai were built on the same site. ‘lwo asil and four

rahba29 of land were purchased and endowed to the madrasah. He appointed

S g

four teachers of four madhhabs and sixty students were gathered, the expen-

diture was to be borne out of the proceeds of the endowment. le bought an-

other house in front of the madrasah at five hundred gold mithgal and end-

owed it for the benefit of the sarai. Mawlana Hasan charged twelve thousand

gold wmithgal for the two houses over the site of which the madrasah and

the sarai were built and the two asll and four rahba of land. In addition

to this he took a large amount, which no one can tell. Sultan Chiyath al-

Din also sent money (about thirty thousand mithqidl) for the excavation of

a rivulet at ‘Arafah through the said Yaqdt and Mawlana lHasan accepted it

and said, '"We shall do the needful . it is also known that Ghulam‘AltT

29. Asil is derived from Asl (root) and technically it means the original
site of a house. Rahba means the courtyard of a house or open place
(A.Karim : Banglar Itihasa, p.240, f.n.2; See also lIlihas Patrika,
Tritio Barsa, Pratham Sangkhya, Baishakh, 1376, p.7, £.n.24,25).

30. Ghulam ‘All Azad Bilgrami : Khazanah-i-<Amirah, Newal Kishore edition,
PP. 183-184; A.Karim : Social History, PP. 48-50.
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Azad Bilgrami himself visited the places and saw the madrasah, sarai and

the rivulet of Sultdn Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah>..

The above discussion shows that Sultan Qbiyégb_al-Dih Azam Shah spent
a large sum of money for building madrasah and sarai and also for digging
canals in the cities of Makkah and Madinah. These activities of the Sultan
clearly shows his interest in the development of learning and his attachment
for the holy cities of Makkah and Madinah. Unfortunately, we do not have: any
evidence to show that Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah built similar institutions
in Bengal. But, as almost all Sultans of Bengal patronised 1earning32, it
is quite reasonable to infer that Sultan Chiyath al-Din Azam Shah also spent

a lot for the cause of promoting learning in Bengal.

Like his father and grand-father, Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah
also respected the ‘Alims and the Sifis. Of his contemporaries, Shaikh Nur
Qu;b‘ﬁlam, son and spiritual successor of Shaikh ‘Ala’al-Huq was well known.

After the death of his father, he established khanqah at Panduah and assumed

the spiritual leadership of the Sufis in Bengal. According to the Riyad, he

was a fellow student of Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah and both of them
received education from Qadi Hamid al-Din Kunjanashin of Nagawri33. There
was a good relationship between the families of the Sultan and Shaikh Nar

Qu;b‘ﬂlam. It .is asid that Azam Khdn, brother of Ndr Qutb‘Alam, was the Wazir

of Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah. It is also known that the Sultan often

31. A.Karim : Social llistory, p.50.
32. A.Karim : Social History, p.51 ff.
33. Salim : Riyad, p.108.
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sought advice on the different affairs of the Sultanate from Shaikh Nar
Qupb‘ﬁlamBq. It also appears that the Sult3n paid great homage to Shaikh
Muzatfar Shams Balkhil of Bihar. Muzaffer Shams Balkhi was the disciple of

the celebrated saint Shaikh Sharf al-Din Yahya Maneri, with whom Sultéan

Sikandar Shah had correspondence. Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah had similar
correspondence with Shaikh Muzaffar Shams Balkhi.It is found in the letters
that Mawlana Muzaffar Shams Balkhl advised Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah

on the religious and administrative affairs. In one of his letters, we find
that he requested the Sult3n to issue an order to the officials of Chatgaon
so that they would take necessary steps to accommodate him and his followers
in the first ship bound for Makkah35. The admonition which he gives through
his letter on the administrative affairs, is worthy of notice. He says, ''The
exalted God has said 'Ye who believe ! take not into your intimacy those
outside the ranks'. The long and short of the matter is that in commentaries
and lexicons they have said that the faithful should not make the unbelievers
and strangers their confidents and ministers. If they say that they do not
make them their favourites and friends but for the sake of expediency, the
reply is that God says that it is not expediency but the cause of trouble

and sedition. He says, 'La Yalunakum Khabalan' (they will not fail to corrupt
you) i.e., 'la Yagseruna Ifsad-i-Amrekum' (they will not hesitate or spare
themselves inAcreating troubles for your). Therefore, it is incumbent on

us that we should listen to the divine command and cast aside our weak judge-

ment. God says 'Wadduna Ma Anittum' (may only desire your ruin) i.e., when

34, 1bid., P.P.H.C., Dhaka session, 1933, p.5.

L e e

35. J.B.R.S., vol. 42, pt.II, 1956, p.190.
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you make them intimate with yourself they will love to involve you in evil
deeds. An infidel may be entrusted with some work but he should not be made

Wall (chief supervisor of Governor) so that he may have control over and

impose his authority on the Muslims. God says 'Let not the believers take

for friends or helpers unbelievers and neglect God : if any do that, in
nothing will there be help from God except by way of precaution, that we

may guard yourselves from them.There are severe warnings in the Quran, the

lladithand historical works against those who have given authority to the

unbelievers over the believers. God grants oppulence and provisions from
unexpected sources, and he gives deliverence from them'. There is an autho-
ritative promise of provisions, victory and prosperity. The vanquished un-
believers with heads hanging downward, exercise their power and authority
and administer the lands which belong to them. But they have also been
appointed (executive) officers over the Muslims, in the lands of Islam, and

they impose their orders on them. Such things should not happen"36

‘The above admonitions indicate that the Sufis were against the prin-
ciple of appointing the Hindus to the high posts in the Muslim Kingdom. We
have noticed earlier that Shams al-Din Iliyas Shah had to follow a liberal
policy towards the Hindus for the protection and survival of the newly es-
tablished independent Sultanate of Bengal37. As a result, a new phase of
the éscendency of the UHindus in the society started. They were getting

appointments in most of the branches of administration. 'lhey also took part

30. Ibid., PP. 186-187.
37. See Supra, p.g82-83,
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in the war withothe Muslims against the Delhi forces. 'lhis policy of appoint-
ing the Hindus in the administration continued. Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam
shah, on his accession to the throne, also followed the policy of his pre-
decessors. It is seen that during the period of his reign, the Hindus, even

got the post of Wazir. In this respect, the name of Raja Ganeéa is to be

mentioned. He was a Zamindar of Bhaturiya in the district of Rajshahi38
Gradually, he got the upper hand in the administration and was ultimately

appointed to the post of Wazir under Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah. We do

not know whether the Sultan accepted the advice of Shaikh Muzaffar Shams
Balkhi or not. But the events of the later period point out the reality of
the counsel of the Shaikh. It was the Hindu Officers who toppled the early

Iliyas Shahi Dynasty and founded the Hindu empire under the leadership of

Raja Cane$a.

38. ‘Ihis is a controversial issue. No help is received from the contemporary
sources for lacating Bhaturilya. Buchanan intended to identify it with
Dinajpur. But it appears that he was not even satisfied with his own
explanation. He writes, ''Whether or not, it is the same with Dynwaj,
the governor (Hakim) of which, Gones, usurped the government of Gaur,

I cannot say (Martin : History of Eastern India, Vol.IIl, p.624). But

we find a place named Bhaturiya in Renell's Bengal Atlas (Sheet No.6).
This place was bounded by the rivers Mahananda and Punarbhava on the
west, by the Karotoya on the east and Dinajpur and Ghoraghat on the
north. References to Bhaturiya are also available in the documents of
ancient period. In Jaffr Khan's settlement (1722 A.D.), it was included
in chakla Ghorghat. Grant tells us that Bhaturiya belenged to Sarkar
Bazuha and in the Ayn-i-Akbaril, we find a Bahuriabazu or Bahsuriya as

a large mahal in that Sarkar.H. Beveridge thinks that the name Bhaturiya
became Bhuriya or Bahsuriya by mistake (J.A.S.B., 1892, pt.I, No. 2,
p.120). However it appears that Bhaturiya belonged to the district of
Rajshahi and there is good evidence of the antiquity of the name. VFor

details see,J.A.5.B., 1892 A.D., pt.I, No.2 and Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay:
Banglar Itihaser Duso Bachar 3rd, end. PP.102-104.
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Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah is known for his friendly relation-
ship with foreign countries. In reality, his efforts to cultivate friend-
ship by sending envoys are a novel and laudable characteristic of his reign.
It has been mentioned earlier that GhiyAth al-Din Azam Shah sent his envoys
to the famous Iranian poet Hafiz. By sending his agents to Makkah and Madinah,

he also made necessary arrangements to build madrasah, sarai etc. there.

el = o —

Besides these examples, there are evidence to show that the Sultan established
cordial relations with the Kings of other countries. At first, Sultan Ghiyath
al-Din Azam Shah sent his envoys to Khwaja Jahan who founded the independent
Kingdom of Jaunpir and sent elephants as gift to him39. Ghiyath al-Din Azam
Shah also exchanged ambassadors with the Emperor of China. The contemporary
Chinese I'mperor Yong-lo initiated a policy of opening up relations with

Bengal. Hence, envoys were exhanged between Bengal and China almost every

year. It is found in the Si Yang Ch'ao Kung tien lu, the Shu Yu Chou tseu lu

and the Mingshe that Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah sent ambassadors to

China in 1405, 1408 and 1409 A.D.%Y The Chinese Emperor received the envoys
cordially and sent presents for the Sultadn and his wife*!. Kuo Ch'ung-1i

who visited Bengal in between 1409 A.D. and 1411 A.D., has left a very in-

teresting account of the people of Bengal, particularly their dress, manu-

factures and pastimes

39. Yahya : T.M.S, Eng.tr. by K.K. Basu, p.165.

40. Annals vol.l, 1945, PP. 96-134.

41. TIhid. |

42. Hitherto, the account of Kuo ch'ung-li is known to us as the account
of Mahuan. Because, it 1s believed that Mahuan came to Bengal with the
chinese embassy that visited Bengal in 1409 A.D. (R.C. Mazumdar (ed) :
The Dehli Sultanate, p.204). But this is not true. In the words of J.V.
Mills, Mahuan visited Bengal during the first half of 1432 (Ying-Yai
Sheng-Lan : Cambridge, llakluyt Soci=ty, 1970, p.35). Actually, Kuo
Ch'ung-1i came to Bengal in 1409 - T411 A.D. and writing the account
of Bengal, he included it with Ying Yai Sheng-lan. For details see -

Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay : Banglar Itihaser Du$o Bachar 3rd.end.PP.319-322.
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Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah issued coins upto the year 813 A.H./

1410-1411 A.D.43 Numismatically it is also proved that his son and successor

. - - . . : 44 . .
Saif al-Din lamzah Shah coined money in 813 A.ll. 7" lHence, Li can be said

without doubt that Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah died in 813 A.H./1410-
1411 A.D. It is said in the Riyad that by the stratagems of Raja Ganesa,

the Sultan was treacherously killedqs. We have noticed earlier that the

Hindus obtained the high posts during the early Iliyas Shahi period and be-
came very powerful. In this respect, Mawlana Muzaffar Shams Balkhi admonished

sSultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah to follow the policy laid down by the Quran

and the Hadith in State affairs and not trust the non-Muslims with respon-

sible offices of the State. The words of the Shaikh came true. The Hindus

under the leadership of Raja Ganeéa went against Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam
Shah and it was under the instigation of Raja Gapeéa that they killed the
Sultan. According to Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay, Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah,
on his accession to the throne of Bengal, followed the liberal policy of his
predecessors towards the Hindus and gave them high posts. But afterwards

the Sultan, being influenced by the advice of Mawlana Muzatfar Shams Balkhr,
became fanatic and adopted anti-Hindu policy. As a result, Raja Ganeéa acted
in vpposition to the Sulpén46. But it is not clearly known how far the Sultan
accepted the advice of Mawlana Muzaffar Shams Balkhi and acted upon them,

and the circumstances of the death of the Sultan is also not clearly known.

43. A. Karim : Corpus, PP.38, 144, 154,

44. Ibid, p.154; Shamsuddin Ahmad : Suppl. IMC.,11, p.53.
45, Salim : Riyadd : p.108.

46. Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay : Banglar Itihaser Dugo Bachar 3rd end.p.91.
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Thus it is seen that Chiyath al-Din Azam Shah was a great Sultan of
the early Iliyas Shahi dynasty and one of the greatest Sultans of medieval
Bengal. lle was a worthy son of a worthy father. After the death of his
father, he became the master of a vast empire and it goes to his credit that
he successfully maintained his father's empire intact. He was also an able
administrator. But he excelled his father and grand-father in respect of his
ideal character his patronage of learning and of his love of justice. Sultan
Chiyath al-Din Azam Shah was a man of polished culture and taste. He was
himself a learned man and is reported to have written poems. e contributed
a good deal to the development of Bengali language. It is said that it was

under his patronage that Shah Muhammad Sagir wrote his famous Kavya Yusuf

Zulekha®’. Probably, the Sultan also ordered Krittivas to write the Ramayana

in Beng31148. By building madarasah and sarai and by digging canals in the
cities of Makkah and Madinah, the Sultan set examples of public services in
the one hand and on the other, showed extreme respect for learning and re-
ligion. For these activities, Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah is known to
the whole Muslim World. He was a great lover of justice and showed preat
respect for the rule of law. Of all the Sultans of Bengal, Sultan Ghiyath
al-Din Azam Shah was probably the most interesting personality. In some of
the events of his life about which description are available, we get a fine
picture of a witty mind of high order and the events of his life are so

variegated that he may be placed at par with a prince of fairy tale.

47. M.E.Huq (ed) : Yusuf Zolekha, PP.3 - 4; Ahmad Sharif : Bangali O Bangla
Sahitya, PP. 339 - 363. =
48. A. Karim : Banglar Itihasa, p.247.
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Sultan Saif al-Din Hamzah $Shah

Sultan Chiyath al-Din Azam Shah was succeeded by his son, Saif al-
Din Hamzah Shah, who was raised to the throne by the amirs with the title

of Sultdn al Salatin’. Numismatically, it is also proved that Saif al-Din

Hamzah Shah had the title of Sultan al Salatin.2

No inscrtiption of Sultan Saif al-Din Hamzah Sh&h has yet been found.
But he issued cuins from the mint towns of Firhzabad, Satgdon and Mfazzama-
béid3 and they are dated 813 A.ll. and 814 A.H.a. So, on the evidence of coins,

it appears that Sultan Saif al-Din Hamzah Shah had a short reign of two years,

1411-1412 A.D.

One notable thing about his reign is that he continued the friendly

relations with the Chinese court. [t is recorded in the Ming she-

that in the 10th year of his reign (i.e. in 1412 A.D.), the Chinese Ekmperor
Yong-lo, just before the arrival of the envoys of Bengal to China, sent
ministers to Chen Kiang to arrange for their reception. When arrangements
had been made the ambassadors arrived with the news of the death of their
King (Ghiyath al-DiIn Azam Shah). The Chinese Emperor Lhen sent officials

to attend the mourning ceremony of the dead King and the coronation ceremony

of Lhe prince Sal Wu ting (Saif al-Din)°.

1. Nizam al-Din : T.A. vol.Ill, p.265; Firishtah : T.F., pt.II, p.297;
Saltm : Riyad : p.109.

2. A. Karim : Corpus, p.09.

3. Shamsuddin Ahmad : Suppl. T.M.C.TI, PP. 53-54; A.Karim : Corpus; p.60.

4. A. Karim : Corpus, PP.66, 154. |

6. Amnals, 1, 1945, p.133.
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According to Nizam al-DIn Ahmad, Saif al-Din [lamzah Shah was a
merciful, patient and brave ruler7. Firishtah writes about him that "he
was a King, brave, patient and kind. Because of his intelligence and prac-
tical experience, his officers conducted the administration very carefully.
''he neighbouring Rajahs obeyed him and paid their tributes regularly”S.

J.N. Sarkar expressed his great doubt on the these writings of Firishtah.

tle is of the opinion that Firishtah used the compliments for Hamzah ghah

by mistake. Actually, the compliments made by Firishtah are applicablz to
Sultan Chiyath al-Din Azam §héh9. But a careful observatiou shows that the
view of J.N. Sarkar is not correct. Because, if J.N. Sarkar's view is taken
to be true, then it is to be believed that Hamzah Shah was a weak ruler.
tlence, it would not be difficult for Raja Ganeda to exert his influence on
the weak Sultan and there would be no reason for him to conspire and kill
him. But in reality, we find that within a short period of ilamzah Shah's
reign, Raja GaneSa conspired against the Sultan to dethrone him. This in-
dicates that possibly, Hamzah Shah, who was placed on the throne by influen-
tial nobles, immadiately on accession, tried to free himself from the hands
of Raja Gapeéa and to run the administration on his own. In these circumstances

R3jd Ganefa had to hatch a conspiracy against the Sultan and Shihab al-Din,

a slave of the Sultan under the influence of Raja Ganesa, killed his master

and ascended the throne himself.

7. Nizamal-Din : T.A.1Il, p.265.
8. Firishtah : T.F. pt.II, p.297.
9. J.N. Sarkar (ed) : H.B. vol.I1T, PP. 115 - 116.
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But recently one coin of Sultdn Muhammad Shah bin llamzah Shah has
been discoveredlo. This coin shows that Saif al-Din Hamzah Shah was succeeded

by his son Muhammad Shah who ruled Bengal at least for some time. It is

learnt from Tabaqat-i-Akbaritl, Tarikh-i-Firishtah'? and Riyad al-Salatinl>

e

that after the death of Hamzah Shah, his son Shams al-Din ascended the throne

of Bengal. But the contemporary Arab historian Ibn Hajar clearly wrote in

his Inbaul ghumr that Saif al-Din Hamzah ShZh was succeeded by his slave
Shihab al-Dihla. This contention finds support in the account of Buchanan

Hamiltonls.

the recently discovered coin of Muhammad Shah does not bear any date
or mint name. Even 1t cannot be said emphatically that this coin b=longs to
any Sultan ot Bengal. Hence we cannot say anything with certainty. Of course

it is found that Muhammad Shah claimed himself as Hami Millat-i-Rastl al-

Rahman (the protector of the people of cthe messenger of the Merciful i.e.

Prophet)16. Possibly this statement is made from the view point of the
capture of power by Raja Gapeéa and it may be inferred that after the kill-
ing of Saif al-Din HamzAh Shah, his son Muhammad Shah declared himself Sultan
some where in Bengal and issued coins in his name and posed himself as the
King of the time and age and the protector of the people of messenger of

the Merciful, i.e., Prophet (al-Sultan al-ahd Wa'l Zaman Hami Millat-i-Rasal

e — ——— U u—

al-Rahmén)l7.

10. A. Karim : Catalogue of Coins in the Cabinet of Chiltagong Uiiversity,
P.69. —

11. Nizam al-Din : T.A. vol.Ill, p.

12. Firishtah : T.F. .t.1ll, p.297.

13. Salim : Riyad, p.109

L4, Islamic Culture. 1958 A.D., p.201. ,

15. Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay : Béngﬁér Itihaser Duso Bachar, 3rd edn.p. 97.

16. A. Karim : Catalogue of coins in the Cabinet of Chittagong University
p. 19, 69. ~

17. 1bid, p.19.
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In the coin, the full regal title of the Sultdn does nut appear.
We get only Abu'l Mizaffar Muhammad Shah bin Hamzah §béh18. Sukhamay
Muknopadhyay is of the opinion that probably his real name was Shams al-
Din Muhammad‘§béhlg. But this i1s a mere conjecture. However, 1t 1s not un-
likely that after a very short reign, Muhammad Shah was defeated by Raja
Gapeéa and Shihab al-Din. Ibn lajar, the contemporary ‘Arab historian, did

not hear aboui this interregnum, and so he did not mention the uame of

Muhammad Shah in his book.

Thus the conspiracy of Raja Ganesa during the reign of these succe-
ssive Sultans led to the fall of the early Iliyas Shahi dynasty in 814 A.H./

1411-12 A.D. marking the end of a significant period of the history of

Bengal.

18. JIbid.
19. Sukhamay Mukhopadhyay : Banglar Itihdser Duso Bachar, 3rd edn.p.97.




Chapter - IV.

Administration under the early Iliyas Shahi Sultanate

The rule of the early Iliyas Shahi Sultans is an important phase 1n
the history of the administration of the Muslim Sultans in Bengal. In Lhe
preceding period, that is, from Mubammad Bakhtiyar Khalil to the rise of
Hajl Iliyas, the Muslim Kingdom of Lakhnauti1 passed through a phase of
transition. During this period, Lakhnautl was sometimes ruled independently
with a show of allegiance to the Dehli Sultanate; sometimes independently
1n the truest sense of the term and sometimes it was ruled as a province of
the Sultanate of Delhi. In fact, the history of Bengal of the period in ques-
tion was marked by the struggle for independence by the governors in the one
hand and by the subjugation of the independent rulers by the Sultans of Delhi
on the otherz. So, it appears that the condition prevailing at that time was
not very congenial for the developnient of any proper and systematic structure
of administration. We have observed earlier that Muhamnad Bakhtiyar Khalji,
after establishing his authority in Bengal, tried to introduce the Iq@é‘syste%.
In most of the regions, then coming under Muslim rule, methods of revenue
collection of the pre-Muslim period must have continued till they were accep-

ted entirely or in a modified form under the Iliyas Shahi rulers.

1. Before the foundation of the independent Sultanate of Bengal, Lakhnauti
was uscd to denote the Muslim Kingdom of Bengal.

For delails, see the Background chapter.

See Supra, p.31-32literally the word Iqta‘means a portion; technically
it was the land or revenue assigned by the ruler to an individual (W.H.

Moreland : The Agrarian System of Moslem India, Appendix, PP.216-223).
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But during the early Iliyas Shahi period things changed. For the
first time in the history of Bengal, its different parts were united under
the sole authority of Sultan Shams al-Din Iliyas Shah. From this time the
united territories of of Bengal also received the name of 'Bangalah' and
its people where known as 'Bangali'a. Besides the independent Sultanate of
Bengal founded by Haji Tliyas continued its independent existence for nearly
two hundred years. hence, it is expected that during the period of our
investigation, the rudiments of a well organised system of administration
took a definite shape. It is 1n this context that the early Iiiyés Shahi
administrative system is to be viewed.

But there is dearth of materials on the topic. The contemporary and
later Persian works, the coins and inscriptions and the accounts of the
foreign travellers give us inadequate information. Depending on these scanty
materials it is very difficult, yet not impossible, to form an idea of the
administration of the early [iilyas Shahil period. Fortunately, we gel an
over all detailed picture of the Husain Shahil administration of Bengal ,uhich
definitely was not a sudden development, but its gorwth and formation has to
be naturally referred to the preceding age. Therefore, the early lliyas Séhi
period has to be looked into for finding the genesis of the administrative

system which we get in a developed stage in the Husain Shahi period. Besides,

4. ‘lhe term 'Bangilah' to denote Bengal as a whole, is first traced in
Af1f's Tarikh-i-Firaz gh&hi (Afif : T.F.S., PP. 110-118). ‘Afif calls
llaji Iliyas Shah-i-Bangalah, Sultan-i-Bangalah and Shah-i-Bangaliyan.
Hadrat Ashraf Jahangir Simnani referred to Shaikh Nir Qutb ‘Alam as
Shaikh Nar Bangali (M.A. Rahim : S.C.H.B., vol.l, P.6). Sultan Ghiyath
al-DIn Azam Shah was also referred to by the famous poet Hafiz as the
Sultan of Bangalah (Salim : Riyad, PP. 105-106). The Chinese record
also mentioned the whole of Bengal as Pang-Ko-la (Bangalah)-Rockhill :
Notes on the Relations and Trade of China, Pt. II, PP. 69,76, 79-80,83:;

Sukhaymay Mukhopadhyay : Banglar Itihdser Duso Bachar, 3rd edn.,P.322.
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there are also sporadic references to the administration of the period in
question. So, the administrative structures of both the central and the

other admninistrative units under the early lliyas Shahi Sultans may be re-
constructed on the basis of the available contemporary sources, particularly
on the information supplied by the inscriptions, coins, and Bengali literature

and supplemented by the sources of the later period.

The early Iliyas Shahi sovereign and the nature of the Sulfanate :

The record of the early Iliyas Shahi Kingship in the imperial line
centres round four personalities - namely Sultan Shams al-Din lliyas Shah,
Sultan Sikandar Shah, Sultdn Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shahf¥nd Sultan Saif al-Din
Hamzah Shah. All of them enjoyed sovereignty and ruled independently and the

fact is best illustrated by the titles assumed by the Sultans.

Haji Iliyas, the founder of the early Iliyas Shahi dynasty, took the

title of Shah Shams al-Din lliyas Shah and caused the Khutbah to be read in

— —— e .

his nameS. He is also known to the people as ébah:i-Bangalah and Shah-i-Banga-

1iyén6. Shams al-Din Iliyas Shah also assumed the titles like 'Al-Sultan al-

‘Adal, (the just Sultan)7, 'Al-Sultan al-Ghazi' (the Sultan who is the champion

of the faith)8 and Sikandar al-Thani (Alexandar the Second)g. Numismaticlo and

epigraphicll records show that he used the titles of Shah and 'Al-Sultan at

the end of his name. All the later Sultans of the early Iliyas Shahi dynasty

followed this tradition. ’

5. Firightah : T.F., pt.lI, p.296.
6. ‘Afif : T.F.S., PP.114, 116-118,120.
7. H.N. Wright : Catalogue, vol.II, coin No.24, p.150.
8. Thomas : I.C.B., coin No.1l4, p.62; Botham : Shillong cabinet, coin
No. 33, p.150.
9. ‘Thomas : I.C.B., coin No.l4, p.o2,.
10. Ibid; H.N.Wright : Catalogue, vol.II,PP.150-159; Botham : Shillong Cabinet,

PP. 150 ff.

11. A.ll. Dani : Bibliography, p.10; Shamsuddin Ahmad : lnscriptions;
vol. IV, p.33.
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A careful study of the titles of Iliyas Shah reveals that his actual

title was él-Sulgénlz. All the Turkish and Afghan rulers of Delhi used the

Litle of '§Eltén'13. Hence, it may be said that by assuming the title of
Sultan, Iliyas Shah placed himself on an equal footing with the Sultan of

Delhi. Tt also appears that Iliyas Shah took the title of 'Shah' in the

W et e c—

general sense of the term14 to give a high impression of his position and
to put up a show of difference between the Sultans of Bengal and the Sultans

of Delhi. Anyway, his titles indicate that he had an independent status with

soverelgn power.

Coins and inscriptions of Sikandar Shah show that he assumed the

4 C
r 10

16
titles of 'Al-Sultdn'"~’, 'Al-Sultadn al-Muazzam' (the honoured Sultan)'”, Al-

18

Sultan al-Azam (the great Sulpan)17,‘§L-Imém

A — g Pt el cm—

and Al-Imam al-Azam (the great

leader)!”. Sikandar Shah is also found have used the title of 'Shah' before

. _ . 20 : : . . ..
his name (Shah Sikandar)® . A close examination of his titles indicates that

Sikandar Shah adopted higher titles than his father to enhance his position.

12. 1t is still somewhat obscure exactly how and when the title of Sultan
originated. But 1t has an interesting history behind it. It is used in the
Quran in the sense of strength or might (Hughes : Dictionary of Islam,
P. 622; also cf. 1.H.Q., vol.13, P.432). As a title, it was first used
by the rulers who set up as independent Kings in the former provinces
of the Caliph of Baghdad (Arnold : The Caliphate, p.202). later on the
independent princes who after the disruption of the Khilafat, divided
the Islamic world among themselves, assumed this title. Mahmud of
Ghazni is regarded as the first important Muhammadan ruler to set this
example (I.11.Q., vol.13, p.432). The Mamluks of Egypt, the Turks and
Afghans of Delhi and the early Iliyas Shahi Sultans of Bengal uniformly
followed this practice.

13. I.HLQ4,vol.13, 1937 A.D.,p.432.

14. Shah 1s a Persian title meaning a King. But in the Indian Sub-continent,
it appears to be used as honourary title. Tts general meaning is the
high posilion withoul having any constitutional significance. 'lhe usage
of the title Shah also indicates that ilaji Iliyas took it as a part of
his name.

(Footnotes contained in the next page)
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His titles Al-Imam and Al-Imam al-Azam deserve special note. Because, the

assumption of this title is an epoch making event in the history of Bengal.
Before him, no Muslim ruler of Bengal did ever use‘this title. So long we

knew that Jalal al-Din Muhammad Shah was the first ruler of Bengal to take

the title of Khalifah. But this is not true. Actually, among the Muslim rulers

of Bengal, Sikandar Shah is found first to assume the title of Al-Imam or

Ebalifah21. The assumption of this title is against the tradition of the
earlier Muslim rulers of Bengal.So, the question arises : why did Sikandar

Shah take the title of Al-Imam ? To answer this question it 1s necessary to

have a glimpse of the prevailing political situation in the Indian Sub-conti-
nent. Sikandar Shah was contemporary of Firuz Shah Tughluq of Dehli. We have
seen that soon after his accession to the throne, Sikandar Shah had to face
the onslaught of IFiruiz Shah quhluq. Firuz Shah Tygbluq received recognition
from the Abbasid Khalifah of Egypt. He inscribed the names of the Khalifahs
Abul ‘Abbas Ahmad Abll Fath al-tutasid Billah and al-Mutawakkil ‘ala-Allah Abu
‘Abd Allah MUhammadzz. The practice of receiving recognition from the Abbasid
Khalifah of Egypt was actually started by Muhammad bin TUgblquB. "Firiz

Shah proudly records his belief in the necessity of obtaining recognition

from the Abbasid Caliphs as well as the fact that he received letters patent

15. A. Karim : Corpus, p.49.

16. H.N. Wright : Catalogue, vol.ll, coin No.63, p.156.
17. Shamsuddin Ahmad : Inscriptions, vol.lV, p.38.

18. A. Karim : Chittagong University, Cabinet, p.12.

19. H.N. Wright : Catalogue, vol.II, coin Nos.47,50, PP.153-154; Botham:
Shillong Cabinet, p.153.

20. H.N. Wright : Catalogue, vol.lIl, coin Nos. 37,38, p.152.

21. Al-Imam stands for Khalifah, cf A. Karim : Chittagong University Cabinet,
p.12.

22. Thomas : The Chronicles, PP. 274-277, 298; H.N. Wright
and Metrology of the Sultans of Delhi, PP.172-174.

23. A.Karim Chittagong University Cabinet, p.14.

: The Coinage
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granting him 'absolute authority, and the lieutenancy of the Caliphate with
the title of the Chief of the Sulpéns”za. The arrogation of such an authority
by the Sultan of Delhi was a real menace to the Sultan of Bengal. In this
situation, Sikandar Shah went one step further and forestalled his adversary
of Delhi by assuming the title of Al-Imam or‘gbplifah for himselfzs. lle did

this for establishing his legal claim to the throne of Bengale. It is diffi-

cult at present with the available materials, to guess whether this assump-
tion of the supreme title by the Sultan, was popular among his subjects. In
this respect it may be assumed that the Sultan could not do it without the
consent of the‘Ulamas of the country. But still there is reason to think

that there was some sort of reaction against Sikandar Shah: 's assumption of

the title of Al-Imam or Khalifah. It is evident that Sultan Sikandar Shah

was not in good terms with Shaikh‘Ala’al-Haq and ultimately he, on political

grounds, banished him from Panduah to Sunérgéon27. Anyway, the assumption

of the title of Al-Imam or Khalifah by the Sultan points to his sovereign

status.

Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah took the titles of Al-Sultan“” and Al-Sultan

al-Azam (the great Sultén)zg. He is also found to take the title of Al—ImémgO.

In the inscription he is referred to as Sultan-us-Salatin (the Sultan of

Sul;éns)Bl. Thus it is clear that he also maintained sovereign status.

24, T.H. Qureshi : The Administration of the Sultanate of Delhi, p.36.
25. A. Karim : Chittagong University Cabinet, p.14.
26. Because no monarchy considered itself legally established without re-

cognition by the Commnander of the Faithful - [.H. Qureshi : The Adminis-
tration of the Sultanate of Delhi, p.24.

27. *Abd al-llag : Akhbar al-Akhiyar, p.148.

28. A. Karim : Corpus, p.D8.

29. H.N. Wright : Catalogue, vol.II, coin No.67, p.157.
30. A. Karim : Corpus, p.>8. |
31. Shamsuddin Ahmad : Inscriptions, vol.IlV, p.43.
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Saif al-Din Hamzah Shah also assumed the titles of Al-Sul;énBz, Sultan

§l—Salétin ( the Sultan of Sul;éns)33 and Al-Imam al-Adal al-Bajal (the just

and generous leader)34. These titles of Saif al-Din llamzah Swah prove that

in spite of his weak position he maintained the show of regality in his titles.
Thus the analysis of the titles of the early Iliyas Shahi Sultans shows that
they had undisputed sovereignty from the very beginning of the Sultanate of

Bengal and they gradually enhanced their position to increase the confidence

of the local people.

Though the early Iliyas Shahl Sultans assumed the regal titles, they

at the same time, recognized the theoratical sovereignty of the Khalifah and

showed great respect to the institution of the Khilafat.

At the commencement of Islam, the Prophet was the chief of the Muslims
in temporal and spiritual concerns, as he was the ruler, judge, law-giver,
priest and general of the faithful followers of Islam. After his death
Hadrat Abl Bakar became the leader of the Muslims as his Khalifah. In this
way the conception of Khalifah and the Khilafat came into being and ultimate-
ly the Khalifahs took leadership of the Muslims both in temporal and spiri-
tual field. During this period it is established that as Islam is indivisible,
so also the Khilafat is indivisible. But with the rise of the independent

Muslim state in the outlying areas at the weak point of the Abbasid Khalifahs,

32. A. Karim : Corpus, P.o6.

33. Ibid; Nizam al-Din Ahmad : T.A., vol.1II, p.265; Firishtah : T.F.,
pt. 11, p.297. a

34, Shamsuddin Ahmad : Suppl. [.M.C.,LL, coin No.115.p.54.
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this theory of indivisibility of the Khilafat does not hold good.Muslim
Jurists then passed the opinion that things which are not prohibited by the
Khalifahs are permissible. As a result the independent status of the Muslim
States was recognized. In this circumstance also, the legal power of the
Khalifah remained unchallenged, because to avoid internal feuds among them-
selves, the Muslim rulers of the different parts sought recognition from him.
It is seen that powerful ruler like Mahmud of Ghazni, who could threaten the
Khalifah, and the mighty Saljugs who ruled the largest empire of their day,
could not ignore the Khalifah's legal position. 'Nizami-i-Arudi has put the
legal position well when he explains that a monarch is a lieutenant of the
caliph to administer the outlying parts of the commonwealth which can not

be easily governed by one authority from the centre. Just as the Prophet is
the vicegerent of God and the caliph the vicegerent of the Prophet, the
monarch is the vicegerent of the Caliph"35. Besides, most of the independent
rulers considered it expedient to call themselves the deputies of the Khalifah,
because, it did not at all mean any reduction in their power, but on the other
hand, it gave their rule a legal sanction. Moreover, the Muslim jurists be-

lieved that no monarchy considered itself legally established without recog-

nition by the Kbalifah36.

But with the fall of Baghdad in the thirteenth century, the concep-
tion of the Khilafat had undergone a great change. During the fourteenth

century, due to the changed political condition of the Khilafat, the position

35. I.H. Qureshi : The Administration of the Sultanate of Delhi, PP.24,26.
36. Ibid,p.24.
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of the Khalifah was relegated to that of a figure head. It was in this

political milieu that the early lliyas Shahi Sultans of Bengal were

f lourishing.

A study of the coins issued by the early Iliyas Shahi Sultans of
Bengal reveals that there were two strands in their attitude towards legal

sovereignty of the Khalifah :

(i) coins without the name of the Khalifah but still declaring
faith in Khilafat.

(i1) coins claiming khilafat for the Sultdn himself.

In the first type of their relation with the Khalifah it is found
that all the early Iliyas Shahi Sultans declared their belief in the legal
power of the Khalifah by assuming the titles like Yamin al-Khilafat (right

hand of the Ehiléfat)37, Nasir-i-Amir al-Muminin (helper of the commander

— - — e— v SE—

of the faithfu1)38, Yamin-i-&halifat Alléh‘(right hand of the vice-regent

- — e cl—

of God)j9 and Yamin-i-Amir al-Muminin (right hand of the commander of the

faithful)™Y.

The second type of their relation marks an epoch-making event in
Bengal. It comes in with Sikandar Shah. In the earlier years of his reign
Sikandar Shah followed his fatheir i.e. he issued coins declaring himself

Yamin al-Ehiléfat_(right hand of the Khilafat) and Nasir-i-Amir al-Muminin

e — - — ma

(helper of the commander of the faithful). He also took the title of Yamin-i-

37. H.N. Wright : Catalogue, vol.II,PP.150,152; A.Karim : Corpus;p.42.
38. H.N. Wright : Catalogue, vol.II,PP.150,152,156,160; A.Karim : Corpus,
PP. 42, 49-50, >8,66. |
39. H.N. Wright : Catalogue, vol.Il, P.152; A.Karim : Corpus, PP.49-50,58,606.
40, H.N. Wright : Catalogue, vol.II, P.158; A.Karim : Corpus, PP.58,66.
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Khalifat Allah (right hand of the viceregent of God)*'. Sikandar Shah also

: : . - . s . .42
inscribed the names of the first four rightful Khalifahs on his coins"

But from 704 A.1l./1362-1363 A.D. he himself categorically assumed the title

of Al-Tmam or Khalifah. This is of special interest to the students of

P ————

Bengal historyaB. Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah declared himself Nasir-i-Amir al-

Muminin (helper of the commander of the faithful), Yamin-i-Khalifat Allah

(right hand of the viceregent of God) and Yamin-i-Amir al-Muminin (right

—_— —

hand of the commander of the faithful)aa. In some of his coins he also i1ns-
cribed the names of first four rightful Khalifahsas. But he is also found

Lo assume the title of_gl-ImémA6. His son Saif al-Din llamzah Shah also follow-

ed his father and took the title of Al-Imam alJAdal al-Bajal (the just and

T e e ee—

generous leader)47.

The above analysis of the coins shows that the attitude of the early
| liyas Shahi Sultans towards the Khilafat underwent a slight change from
the tradition of the rulers of the preceding period. Before the foundation
of the independent Sultanate of Bengal, ¢Iwad Khaljl, Mughith al-Din Ydzbak,
Rukn al-Din Kaikaus, Shams al-Din Firuz and his sons recognised the legal

authority of the Khalifah. They inscribed the name of the Khalifah on their

41, A. Karim : Corpus., p.>8.

42. Botbham : Shillong Cabinet, coin No. 12, p.154.

43. Tor details see Supra, P.

44. A. Karim : Corpus, p.>d8.

45, I.N. Wright : Catalogue, vol.Il, coin No. 74, p.158.

46. A. Karim : Corpus, p.>d8.
47. Thid, p.oo.
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coins48 and declared themselves Nasir-i-Amir aleuhinin (helper of the commander

of the faithful). Some of them also inscribed the Qalimah on their coinsag. Here

it would not be out of place to mention that the Delhi Sultans of the Tughlug
and Sayyid dynasty are of the opinion that no monarchy could be lawful without
a recognition from the Khalifah. 'lThey also believed that any monarch who re-
igned without an express decree from the Abbasid Caliphs was an usurperso. In
view of this belief, they recognized the legal authority of the Khalifah. They
received investiture of Sultadn's office from the Khalifah51 and inscribed his

name on their coins52 and included his name in the Khutbah. They also declared

themselves Ndsir-i-Amir al-Muminin (helper of the commander of the faithful).

But in actual practice they were independent of the Khalifah.

But they early Iliyas Shahi Sultans gave up the practice of inscribing
the name of the Khalifah on their coins and mentioned instead legends like

'Yamin al-Khilafat' etc. etc. It is also observed that Iliyas Shah and Sikandar

Shah discontinued reference to the Khalifah in the inscripsions. They did not

inscribe the Qalimah in the inscription853. These facts led Idward Thomas to

48. (a) ‘Iwad Khalji - J.A.S.B.,vol.42, pt.IV, 1873 A.D., coin Nos. 4,6,7, PP.
354, 356-357.

(b) Mughith al-Din Yuzbak - H.N. Wright : Catalogue, vol.II, coin No.6,
p. 146.
(c) Rukn al-Din Kaikaus - H.N. Wright : Catalogue, vol.II, coin No.7, P.147.
(d) Shams al-Din Firdz - H.N. Wright : Catalogue, vol.II, coin No.9, P.147.
(e) 1. Shihab al-Din Bughra Khan - H.N. Wright : Catalogue, vol.II, coin
No.13, p.148. o
ii. Ghiyath al-Din Bahadur Shah - H.N. Wright Catalogue, vol.II, coin
No. Ta4, p.148.
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say that the tenor of the inscriptions was usually of independent conception

especially in the ''refusal to adopt the ever recrurring Kalimah'' and the

"mutations of titles assigned to the lieutenants of the Prophet on the earth
whose names they did not care to learn"Sa. But this view of FEdward Thomas 1is
not correct. Because ignoring numismatic records he made such statement. In
fact, numismatic records show that Sikandar Shah and Ghivath al-Din AZzam Shah
inscribed the names of the first four rightful Khalifahs on their coins. In-
vocation of the names of the first four Khalifahs on their coins implies res-
pect towards them. Hence, the allegation of Thomas levelled against the Sultans
of Bengal does not hold good. Actually, the omission of the name of the Khali-
fah in the coins and inscriptions was not due to disregard of the Sultans of
Bengal towards the Khalifah. The reason behind this was that the real Khilafat
had ceased to exist after 1258 A.D. and the Khalifah at Cairo was just a puppet
at the hands of the Mamluk Sultans of Lgypt. In these circumstances, the Sul-
tans of Bengal considered it useless to inscribe the name of the Khalifah who
had neither power nor status. So, they simply maintained the tradition by in-

scribing legends like Nisir-i-Amir al-Muminin (helper of the commander of the

faithful) etc. on their coins. These facts indicate that they accepted the
theoretical sovereignty of the Khalifah and they had respect towards the Khi-
lafat. But this acceptance of the suzerainty of the Khalifah was only in name.
The assumption of the various titles by the Sultans only reveals their mental

attitude towards the Khilafat though for all practical purposes they were in-

54. J.A.S.B., vol. 36, Pt.I, 1867 A.D., P.10.
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dependent. In order to give a legal status to their recently acquired inde-
pendence, the early Iliyds Shahi Sultans invoked in their coins their cornnec-

tion with the Khilatat, though in practical terms, they possibly did not have

any relationship with the Khilafat.

Muslim law, which is based on the Qur¥n and the Hadithss, was prevalent

and it was the principal law in the period under review. For this reason, the
‘Ulamas played a vital role in administration. They acted as adviser to the
Sultans in the affairs of the Sultanate and they considered it their duty to
keep the Sultans on the right path. The letters of Shaikh Muzaffar Shams Balkhi
give testimony to this fact56. Though Muslim law was prevalent and the ‘Ulamas
played an important role in the affairs of the Sultanate, the local laws and
customs were not ignored altogether. In fact, the early Iliyas Shahi Sultans
ran the administration with the help of the local people. They considered the
local people to be their partners in the affairs of the Sultanate. As a result
the administration appears to be liberal in character. This 1s proved by the
fact that the local people, especially the Hindus were being appointed in
higher posts in the administration57. The earliest reference to the appointment
of non-Muslims to the key positions of the state may be traced in the letters
of Hadrat Muzaffar Shams Balkhi addressed to Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah

of BengalSS. The local people also played an important role in the army of

Hajf Iliyas. Diya al-Din Barani gives us a detailed account of the local soli-

ders under Haji Iliy&s. According to him the well-known paiks of Bengal used

55. I.H. Qureshi : The Administration of the Sultanate of Delhi, p.42.
56. J.B.R.S. Vol. 42, 1956 A.D., PP. 178-195.
I'ir
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57. TFirishtah : T.F. Pt. I, P.297.
58. J.B.R.S. vol.42, 1956, PP.186-187.
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to call themselves 'Abd Bangdl' (Father of Bengal) and they promised before

I1iyas Shah that they would sacrifice their lives for him (Iliyas)>’. Yahya
mentioned the name of one of their leaders as Sahdeo who was of great help to
Haj1 Iliyés60.‘AfIE used the terms lashkar-i-Bangalah for the army of Iliyas
_§béh61. In the inscription of Nepal, the Bengal army is termed as vangala-
bala62. These indicate that the composition of the army was not confined to

the Muslims alone, it was a mixture of Muslims and non-Muslims. Barani's re-

ference to 'paikan-i-Maraf' suggests that they were not merely mercenary sol-

diers recruited temporarily, rather they belonged to hereditary warrior fami-
lies with past tradition. Yahya's reference also indicates that Sahdeo belonged

’
to old aristocracy. In Sri Krsna Kirtan, there is an indirect reference to

P e——

these warrior families63. That the local people were keenly associated with
the administration is proved by the fact that they identified the cause of

the Muslim Sultan with theilr ownba. This contention also finds support in the

letters of Hadrat Muzaffar Shams Balkhi addressed to Sultan Ghiyath al-Din

Azam Shah.

Another important aspect of the early Iliyas Shahl administration was
that it allowed to continue some traits of the previous administrative system
of Bengal. It is found that the Hindu Zamindars were allowed to govern their
territories only on payment of yearly taxes. The declaration of Sultan Firaz
Shah Tughlug, which he proclaimed during the period of his Bengal expedition,

reveal the existence of local Zamindars

59. Barani : T.F.S., p.>93.

60. T..M.S.,p.125.

ol. T.F.S.,PP.114-118.

62. J.B.0.R.S.,1936, p.93.

63. Candidasa : S.K.K., Dan Khando, 2nd edn., P.47.
64. Barani : T.F.S., P.593.

65. J.A.S.B., 1923 A.D., PP.280 ff.
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In the running of the administration, the early Iliyas Shahi Sult&ns
valued the sentiments of the local people and customs. Accordingly, Bengali

language and talents were patronised and encouraged. If the Sultdns did not

follow this policy, it would not be possible for the poets of the period in

question and ol the later period to attain fame for their works.

Another important side of the administration was that there was no per-
secution for religious differences. No where it is recorded that the people
were harassed on religious ground. It is worth mentioning here that when Muza-
tfar Shams Balkhi advised Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah not to appoint any
Hindu to the key-position of the state, the Sultan did not comply with his

request66. It is also found that Sultan Sikandar Shah, considering the politi-

cal ideas of Shaikh ‘Ala’al-llaq as detrimental to the interest of the Sultanatg
banished him from the capitalb7. Besides, there was no imposition of Jiziya
on the non-Muslims. Further, the system of punishment during the period under

review was also humane. The Chinese accounts give testimony to this fact68.

Position and Power of the Sultan : During the period of our investigation,

the Sultan and the state could not be distinguished, that is to say the Sultén
was the State. There was no limit to his authority or duties. Infact, he was

all in all and the pivot of the entire administrative system. He used to appoint
officers to help him and relieve himself by delegating to faithful persons a

portion of his authority. He centralised all departments under his own personal

66. J.B.R.S., vol. 42, 1956, p.18/.
67. ‘Abd al-Hlaq : Akhbar al-Akhiyar, p.148.
68. Annals, vol.I, 1945 A.D., P.117.
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control. There was no customary or statutory body to whose advice the Sultan
was bound to listen or whose assistance he was obliged to utilise in adminis-
tering the empire. Everything depended upon the personality of the Sultan.
The Muslim State, in the words of J.N. Sarkar, ''depended for its existence

(
on the absolute authority of the monarch'™®”. ‘The truth of this observation

will be made clear by an analysis of the various duties performed by the

Sultans of Bengal.

The Sultan was the head of the executive. Hence, he managed all affairs
with the assistance of such ministers and officers as he might choose to appoint.
HHe had no regular council of ministers, no cabinet in the modern sense of the

term. In this respect he may be compared with the Mughal emperors70

The Sultan was the chief law-giver and the final court of appeal. The

title Al-Sultan al-Adal (the just Sultan) indicates that the Sultan was the

custodian of justice.

The Sultan was the supreme commander of the army. ‘The Sultanate being
primarily military in character, its dependence upon the army is obvious. The
Sultan did not think it wise to delegate the command over the army to generals
whose loyalty was often questionable. Hence, the early Iliyas Shahi Sultans
were not a mere ornamental head of the army. The Sultan had to pay more atten-
tion to the army than to the problems of every-day administration. Often he
himself was a good general and Look an active parl in the conduct of warfare.
We find that Shams al-Din Iliyas Shah himself took the field and led the army

2 | o 79
in the battles’ . Ilis title of Sikandar al-thani (Alexandar the Second)’® also

69. J.N. Sarkar : Mughal Administration, p.16.

70. Ibid, PP.17-18.

71. Baranf : T.F.S., P.586 f[f, Nizam al-Din Ahmad : T.A.,vol.111,P.263:
Firishtah : T.F., Pt.I[, P.296.

72. Thomas : t.C.B., Coin No. 14, P.62.
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hints at his military accomplishments. From the titles it also appears that
2

the Sultan was the highest living exponent of the faith7J. Thus it is clear

that the Sultan had to bear the heavy burden of the Sultanate almost single

handed. He was not restrained by any of those checks which are usually asso-

ciated with constitutional monarchy.

Though the Sultan of Bengal enjoyed absolute and unlimited power, he
had to submit to certain well-marked modifications in actual practice. In the
first place, the Sultan was surrounded by a group of nobility (not heriditary)
whose support and co-operation he always needed74. In fact, the Sultan had to
ensure the co-operation of the nobles for successful running of the adminis-
tration. He always tried to please and pacify the nobility rather than anta-
gonise 1t. It was not easy for the Sultan to impose royal will on the nobles.
For, some of the nobles had great strength and influence in the society. They
were in a position to limit the absolute authority of the Sultan. Secondly,
with a view to stabilizing their authority over Bengal, the early Iliyas Shahi
Sultans had to honour the sentiments of the local people and local customs.
These consideration restrained the Sultans of Bengal from applying their auto-
cratic authority75. Thirdly, the power of the Sultan was also limited by the

supremacy of the Sharia and the influence of the iplamé'7b. The titles of the

Sultans and the legends like Al-Sultan al-Ghazi (the Sultan who is the champion
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of the Faith)i Al-Mujahid fi Sabil al-Rahman (the warrior in the path of Mer-

ciful), Al-Mawayyadu i Batayyid al-Rahman (one strengthened by the support of

—_——— D Tt

the Merciful), Al-Nasir al-Din Alléh (the helper of God's lFaith), Al-Wathiq
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73. See Infra, P. 131-132.

74. See Infra, P. 142-143.

75. M.A. Rahim : S.C.H.B., vol.II, P./2.

76. Ibid; T.H. Qureshi : 'The Administration of the Sultanate of Delhi,p.42.
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al-Islam Wa al-Muslimin (the help of Islam and the Muslims)77 lead us to be-

lieve that the early Iliyas Shahi Sultans were respectful to the Muslim law
and could not pass any law which was not in conformity with the Sharia. ehese
titles and legends also indicate that the Sultans of Bengal had profound res-

pect for the Sharia. It is also found that at the time of need, the Sultans

consulted the 'Ulama about the affairs of the State and usually they respected

their advice and opinion78. For, the learned Muslim theologians and lawyers
wielded considerable influence on the Muslim masses. But there are also instan-
ces to show that at the time of necessity, the Sultadn acted according to his
own will. It is related in the Akhbar al-Akhiydr that when Sultan Sikandar

Shah considered the political ideas of Shaikh Ald”al-Haq as detrimental to

the interest of the country, he banished the Shaikh from Panduah to Sunargéon79
Another instance of the same attitude may be cited when Mawlana Muzaffar Shams
Balkhi advised Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Sh&h not to appoint the unbelievers
to the posts of responsibility, as it was against the principle of Islam, the

Sultan, despite his great devotion to Mawlana Muzaffar Shams Balkhi, did ignore

his advice.SU

Much of the success or failure of the Sultanate depended upon the per-
sonality of the Sultan. A strong and powerful Sultan could bring under his

control the powerful nobles and 'Ulama, but under a weak Sultan the nobles

and high officials exercised immense influence and they even attempted to

77. A. Karim : Corpus, PP. 188-190; H.N. Wright : Catalogue, vol.IT,PP.143,
1 50-160,

78. M.A. Rahim : S.C.H.B., vol.Ill, P./72.

79. Abd al-llaqq : Akhbar al-Akhiyar, p.148.

80. .J.B.R.S., vol.42, 1956, Pt.1l, PP.186-187/.
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establish their independent Kingdoms. In the absence of a rigid and written
law of succession, no Sultan felt safe on the throne of Bengal. During the

L
life time of Sultan Sikandar Shah, his son rose in re?illion81.

The Sulian's Darbar (court) : The early Iliyas Shahi Sultan of Bengal held

his darbar (court) in the royal palace. It is known from the Chinese account

that the royal palace was well-protected and was heavily guarded by the army.
The Sultan used to sit on a high throne inlaid with precious stones. He also
malntained a magnificient darbar in a luxuriously decorated hall. Fei-sin
says, ''The dwelling of the King is all of bricks set in mortar, the flight of
steps leading up to it is high and broad. The halls are flat-roofed and white-
washed inside. The inner doors are of triple thickness and of nine panels. In
the audience hall, the pillars are plated with brass, ornamented with figures
of flowers and animals, carved and polished. To the right and left are long
varendahs on which were drawn up (on the occasion of our audience) over a
thousand men in shining armour and on horseback outside, filling the courtyard,
were long ranks of (our) chinese (soldiers) ia shining helmets and coats of
mail, with spears, swords, bows and arrows, looking martial and lusty. To the
right and the left of the King were hundreds of peacock feather umbrellas and
before the hall were some hundreds of soldiers mounted on elephants"82. The
majesty of the Sultdn and magnificience of his court can also be gleaned from
the court ceremonials and the entertainments and presents of the Sult3n to the

Chinese envoys. It is learnt from the Chinese accounts that the Chinese envoys

81. See Supra, P.99 ff.
82. Annals, vol.I, 1945, Pp. 121-122, 126.
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were received in the court amidst grand ceremonies and ettiquetteg. Two offi-
cials with silver staffs and two other officials with gold staffs led the

chinese envoys alternately to the royal presence and offered salutations at
intervals. Regarding the entertainment, luang Sing ts'eng writes, ''Carpets
are spread on the floor and the King entertains the Chinese mission with a
feast of both smoked and roasted beef and mutton, rose water and sweetened
water of different kinds of perfumes'. According to Fei-sin, '""lhe King enter-
tained the imperial envoys at a banquet and our soldiers were given many pre-
sents. When the banquet was over, the King bestowed on the emoys gold basins,
gold griddles, gold flatons and gold bowls; all assistant envoys receiving
the same articles in silver and each of the lower officials a golden bell and

Q2
long gown of white hemp and silk. All soldiers of the escort got silver money"”.

The maintenance of such a splendid court shows a spirit of competition
in the minds of the early Iliyas Shahi Sultans of Bengal. Actually, they wanted
to outshine the Sultans of Delhi and other neighbouring rulers in pomp and splen-
dour of the court. Political considerations also induced the Sultans to main-
tain a magnificient court, because the independent Sultanate of Bengal came
into being against the authority of Delhi. S0, in order to win support and
confidence of the people, the early Iliyas Shahi Sultans adopted the expedient
of surrounding themselves with great pomp and ceremonials to demonstrate their
majesty and might. Thus they made their capital and court the most splendid

and reSplendent84.

83. Ibid., PP. 121-122, 126~-127.
84. M.A. Rahim : S.C.iL.B., vol. [, PP. 244245,




146

The darbar was attended by the greater number of nobles, amirs and

high officials of the state. A good deal of administrative work was carried

oul here by the Sultan.

The Royal Household : The diversity of administrétion and requirements of a
speclacular cercmonial necessiated the presence of many officials and servants
of difterent ranks in the royal household. They had to be carefully selected,
appointed and marshalled. Their order of precedence was cautiously determined
and maintained. The dignity of the Sultan required that every thing should
work smoothly and with precision. All this required a large number of servants,
officers, heralds, personal attendants, body guards, palace workers etc. Be-
sides this, a few departments of the State were part of the palace organisa-
tion. The Royal Household was an important part of the administration of the
Sultanate. Of the functionaries of the Royal palace, the lldjibs were very
important. They managed the court formalities. The Hajibs were placed under

a chief Hijib. We do not know the designation of the chief Hajib. But in Delhi

there was an officer called Amir-i-Hajib or Bérbek85 who was the master of

ceremonies at the court and whose duty was to marshal the nobles and officials
in accordance with the precedence of their rank86. A similar post may have

existed in Bengal as well. The Hajibs were of different grades. This is evi-

dent in the account of Fei-sin. He mentioned, "Two men bearing silver staffs
and turbaned heads came to usher (us) in ........ On reaching the middle of
the hall, they halted and two other men with gold staffs led us" to the royal

presence87. Though Fei-sin did not mention the designations of these ceremonial

85. Barani : T.F.S., PP. 24,61; ‘Afit : T.F.S., P.42. ‘
86. T.H. Qureshi : The Administration of the Sultanate of Delhi, P.61.
87. Annals, vol.I, 1945 A.D., P.121.
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functionaries, their nature of work indicates that they were Hajibs of diffe-

rent grades. Two officials bearing silver staffs were Hijibs and the other

two officials bearing gold staffs were possibly khas lajibs whose ranks were

Pe— - e e

higher than Hajibs. There was also a Hajib who was called lidjib-i-fagl. It

was his duly to make inventories of all presents received by the Sultdn as is

known from the set up of the Sultanate of Delh1OQ

The Hajibs conducted all the visitors to the Sultan and nobody could

come to royal presence without being introduced by them. It is known that

when Q4di Siraj al-Din sent his piyadah (peon) to summon Sultan Ghiyath al-

Din Azam Shah, it was the Hajib who carried the peon to the Sultan. Sometimes

the llajibs used to act as envoys of the Sultdn. It is proved by the fact that

when Sultan Sikandar Shah was besieged in Ikdalah fort, he sent his Hajibs to

Sultan Firdz Shah Tughluq with a present of five elephantsgg. A Naqib was
atlached Lo the court. It was his duly to announce the coming of the Sultan
to the court and the names of visitors at the presentation ceremonygo. He also

prociaimed orders of the Sultan.

The Sultan had a number of bodyguards. From the later Persian works,

it is known that the guards of llusain Shah replaced the paiks who together

with their chiefs were playing important role in the preceding periodgl. This
indicates that the bodyguards of the early Iliyds Shahi Sultan were known as

paiks. The paiks were placed under a chief bodyguard whose title was probably

e e

Chatri as is evident from the example of the lHusain Shahi periodgz. 'lhere was

88. [.ll. Qureshi : The Administration of the Sultanate of Delhi, P.62.
89. Salim : Riyad, PP. 100-107.
90. M.A. Rahim : S.C.U.B.,vol.II, P.75.
91. Nizam al-Din Ahmad : I A. vol I11,PP.268-270; Firightah : T.F. Pt.II,
PP. 299, 301-302; Sallm : Riyad, PP 119-120. T
92. Kedab Chatrf was the bodyguard of *Ala’al-Din llusain Shah cf. Brindavandasa:

Caitanya Bhagavata, P.350; Krsnadasa Kaviraj : Caitanya caritamrta, P.76;
JiN.-SérEar%Eaj—Euigj, vol.II, P.151.
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another officer called Silahddr. The term Silahdar suggests that he was the

armour bearer of the Sultan and was necessarily attached to the royal person.
With a body of armed soldiers which formed the outer circle of royal bodyguards,

he (Silahdar) waited upon the Sultdn when he gave public audience or rode out93

The Tarikh-i-Mubdrak Shahi furnishes us with the fact that Fakhr al-Din Mubarak

ohah, before his accession to the throne, was the Silahdar of Bahram Kh&n, the
Q/
imperial governor of Sunargaon under Muhammad bin Tughluq of Delhi)q. There

was also the provision of guards for the protection of the female quarters.

Though there is no direct evidence of the existence of minor officials,
it is likely that such officers did exist in the royal household, but under
what nomenclature we do not know. It is noticed in the Sultanate of Delhi that
there were large number of minor officials organised according to their duties,

for example, Kitabdar (Librarian), Chashnigir (Supervisor of the Kitchen),

—_——— -

bhdrabddr (responsible for drink), Masha lahdar (responsible for the lights),

N e Y

e

Farrash (responsible for furniture and tents), Tashtdar (ewer-bearer who helped

- .

the Sultan in his ablutions), Dawatdar (Keeper of the royal writing case),

aghachi (personal attendant), Dabir-i-Sarﬁ (Registrar of the palace), Khazinadar

Wi v — e rea— Gm—

(Keeper of the privy purse) Sar-chatrdar (chief umbrella bearer), Amir-i-tuzuk

— - G e— .

(looked after the royal insignia), Qirbeg (responsible for the Sultan's arms),

Malik-ul-hukama (royal physician)95 etc. In the Bengal inscriptions of the

later period we find the following officials : Sharabdar-i-Ghair Mahalf,

—-_--h‘“ - —_— e e ——
—— e —

Jamdar-i-Ghair Mahali, Jangdar, Qastﬁrgb etc. pharabdar-i-Ghair Mahali was

"_ C— i - —— - e - v ——

93, T1.H. Qureshi : The Administration of the Sultanate of Delhi, P.63.
94. Yahya : T.M.S., P.104. |
95. Minhaj : T.N. PP. 232, 242, 248-249, 251, 254, 2061, 205;
Barani : T.F. S., P. 120, 183, 241, 454-455, 527.
96. A.l. Dan1 . Bibliography., PP. 21, 23, 53, 57, 108.
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the cup-bearer of the Sultan outside the palace. Jamdar-i-Ghair Mahali was

Pp— — - a—— - —— — — — —g= g — e

the Keeper of ward-robe outside the palace. These facts indicate that there

were sharabdar and Jamdar inside the palace as well. Sharib means anything

to drink and Sharabdar was the royal cup-bearer in charge of drink, may be

.97 .
of water or wine” . The Chinese record shows that there was no system of

drinking wine in the court of Bengal, because it was held to be a breach of

(0%0,
decorum but they used to drink Sharbat or sweetened water”>. So it is quite

logical to infer that there were officials to serve the Sharbat. In the royal

household of Delhi, there was an official named Sharabdar who was responsible

for drink served by Séqi-i-ﬁbésgg. Jamdar was in charge of royal ward-robeloo.

The Jangd&r was a picked soldier who belonged to the royal bodyguard101. The

Dastir was most probably the Tashtdar, the ewer-bearer who helped the Sultan

in his ablutions!”?, In the Tirfkh-i-Firishtah we find another minor official

named Darwan. Darwdns were the gate-keepers of the palace. [t appears that

. . ... 103
they sometimes took part in the court polltlcsl

Though the royal family enjoyed great prestige they seem to have exer-
cised remarkably wittleinfluence in politics. We do not know any thing about
the titles of the queens. In the Sultanate of Delhi, the senior queen was
styled Malikah-i-jahénloa. There is also little reference to the power they
may have exercised behind the scenes. During the period in question only one

queen is found to meddle in the affairs of the Sultanate. She is the first

97. J.A.S.P., vol.III, P.80.

98. Annals, vol.I, 1945 A.D., P.122. But such a piece of information from a
Chinese account does not probably preclude the possibility of drinking
privately.

99. T1.1l. Qureshi : The Administration of the Sultanate of Delhi, P.65.

100. J.A.S.P., vol.III, P.80.

101. A.H. Dani : Bibliography., P.23; M.A. Rahim : 5.C.H.B., vol.Il, P.76;

Also cf. [.I[. Qureshi : The Administration of the Sultanate of Delhi.P.63.

102. M.A. Rahim : S.C.l.B3., vol.1l, P.76.

103, Firishtah : T.F., Pt. 1I, P.299.

104. I.H. Qureshi : The Administration of the Sultanate of Delhi, P.65.
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wife of Sultédn Sikandar Shah. This queen, out of envy and jealously, tried
to poison the ears of the Sultdn against Ghiyath al-Din who was superior to
his other brothers. But the Sultén did not pay any heed to her advice. Instead

he put the reins of authority entirely in the hands of Chiyath al-Din. It is

also said that because of her interference in the affairs of the Sultanate,
Ghiydth al-Din had to rise in rebellion against his fatherlos. But for this
single instance, early Iliy4s Shahi Sultanate seemed to have remained remark-
ably immune from petticoat intrigue and wire-pulling. In so strenuous a period,
only a man's strong hand could steer the ship of the state. The princes were
given a good general and literary education, the Sultanate produced a number

of cultured prince8106. They also received military training and were soon
trusted with commands in the army or with governorships. Other royal relations

were treated according to their antecedents and the temper of the Sultan and

his supporters.

The Sultdn had a number of slaves attached to the royal palace. Tt
appears that the slaves used to serve the Sultanate in various capacities and
played an important part in the administration. We find that during the reign

of Sultan Sikandar Sha&h one slave of the court received the title of Zarrin

Dast (golden hand) for his beautiful hand writing107. It is also found in the
writings of Ghulam‘AlI Azad Bilgrami that Sultdn Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shadh sent

his personal servant Yaqit 'Ananl to Makkah and Madinah with a huge sum to be

105. Salim : Riyad., PP.102, 107. ]
106. Sikandar Shah's son Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah etc.
107. A.H.Dani : Bibliography., P.12.
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distributed among the inhabitants of both the holy places and also to establish

. 108
a madrasah and to open a sarai in the holy city of Makkah after his name .

The slaves were first given minor household offices, and if they showed pro-
mise, they were gradually promoted to higher posts according to their merit,
no office in the state being considered too high for Lhem. As a result of Lhis
policy, it is gleaned from the history of the later period thalt the slaves be-
came an integral part of the government machinery. Besides, they attained so
much power that they ultimately succeeded in establishing their own rule in

()Y
Bengall)).

Though we have no direct reference to the existence of comnissariat,
a big institution like the i1mperial household obviously required a large
comnissariat. In the Sultanate of Delhi we notice the existence of a large
comnissariat which was divided into a number of departments known as Karkha-
Dahs” " 7. ‘lhese Karkhanahs were factories to manutacture acticles For court

use. ‘The Chinese referenceslll to the lite of the courtiers of the Sultanate

of Bengal lead us to believe that the royal household had a large conniissariat.

The royal household played significant role in the actual administra-
tion of the Sultanate. The royal body guard and picked household troops not
only kept the nobles under discipline but also fought the battles of the em-
pire whenever the need arose, the llajibs commanded arimies and acted as general

T ——— ety — o

staff. The Karkhanahs manufactured the goods required by the army and other

P—— — —— ———

—_— - — —r——— T e—— — —

108. Bilgrami : Khazanah-i-4Amirah, Quoted by A.Karim : Social llistory,P.48.
109. A. Karim : Social History, PP. 31-32.
110. I.ll. Qureshi : The Administration of the Sultanate ol Delhi, P.6Y.
111. Annals, vol.l, 1945 A.D.., PP.117-134. T
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departments of the state and the palace served as the training ground for
future administrators and statesmen. The royal court was the greatest patron
of learning and fine arts and it was instrumental in promoting culture. Thus,

it can be said that politically, socially and culturally the royal court at

Panduah was the heart of the Sultanate.

The Nobles : The nobles occupied an important position in the court and

played a vital role in the administration. They considered themselves the
backbone of the Sultanate. In fact, the throne of the Sultan largely depended
on their support and loyal service. Because, they were all great military
persons and held a position of great influence in the State and society. So,
in order to establish firmly the independent Sultanate of Bengal and for with-
standing the enmity of the Sultans of Delhi, the early Iliyas Shahi Sultans
naturally tried to mobilise the support and co-operation of the nobles.

- 112 113

The nobles used to take the titles of Khan "7, Malik and Amir

R —————

The highest among the nobles bore the title of Khan which signified the upper-

most grade of nobility. As a special distinction some of them were given the

11
title of Khan al-Azam *". Next in rank came the title of Malik, and lastly

that of Amirlls. Epigraphic records of the preceding and the succeeding periods

of the early Tliy3s Shahi dynasty warrant us in surmising explicitly that the

nobles used to receive high honourary titles like Khan al-Azam al-Mutizzam al-

.

Mukhatib, Khagin al-Muazzam, Khan Muazzam, Khan Azam wa Khaqan Muazzam Bahlvi

SR

al<Asr wa al-zaman, Khan Majlis ‘AlT, Khan Azam wa al—Muhzgam, Majlis ‘Ala;

112. A.H. Dani : Bibliography., PP.12-13.

113. Nizam al-Din Ahmad : T.A., vol.III, PP.264-205; Firishtah T.I"., Pt.l1,
P.296; Salim : Riyad., P.99.

114. A.H. Dani : Bibliography., PP. 12-13.

115. H.S. Bhatia (ed) : Political, legal and Military History of India,P.117.




153

Mijlis al-Azam al Muazzam al-Dastlr al-Sa'i, Majlis al-Majalis, Majlis al-

- .

Muazzam al-Mukarram, Khan Azam Khaqan Muazzam, Malik al-Muazzam, Al-Wathiq

———— —— — ———

bil-Mulk al-Mannan Khan al-Muhzzam and Sshib al-Saif wa al—Qalam116. From

- — —— — —— ——— v — ——

these evidence we may infer that the nobles under the early Iliyas Shahi
Sultans also took such high sounding honourary titles. The high sounding

titles also indicate that there were different grades of nobles in each

group of Khan, Malik and Amir. The title of Khan was generally given by

the Sultan on an officer for some distinguished service or in recognition

of some meritorious work. The Malik was a title conferred usually on the

Iqtadars (governors) and higher officials. This titile was also used by

the princes™ . In a generic sense the title Amir may be applied to all

the civil and military office holders of the StatellB. The official status
of a noble was determined in relation to the office at court, title and
the Iqta$ the titles of honour and the assignments of revenue respectively.

| c————

There was no fixed rule for the award of offices at court or the distri-

bution of titles of honour.

he nobles influenced the government as administrators, generals
and sometimes as kingmakers. But their influence is nowhere best illustrated
than in determining the succession to the throne. Thus, we find that lliyas
Shah is required to take consent of the nobles at the time of his accession

to the throne.of Lakhnautl 19 " then he died, the nobles and the generals,

on the third day, placed Sikandar Shah on the throne of Belgaiﬂ),ard after the death

116. A.ll Deni : Bibliography., PP. 13,17,21,23-26,28-29,31-37; Shamsuddin
Ahmad : Inscriptions, vol. IV, PP. 12-14.
117.M.A. RahIm : S.C.H.B., Vol.I, P. 255.
118.H.S. Bhatia (ed) : Political legal and Military llistory of India,,P.117.
119.¥Firishtah : T.F., pt.II, P. 296.
lZO.Ni;ﬁﬁfal-Din Ahmad : T.A., vol.III, P.264; Salim : Riyad, P. 100.
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Sikandar Shah, the Amirs and the chiefs of different groups of people con-

ferred the title of Sultdn Ghiyath al-Din to his son and put him on the thro%gl

On his death, the nobles also raised his son on the throne, giving him the

title of §u1§én al—Salétinlzz. These tacts show that, though the choice of

the nobles was confined to the royal house, it was necessary Lo take consent
of the nobles at the time of one's accession to the throne. lhis practice was
deep rooted and gained the status of a political concept123. Actually, the
condition was such that no Sultan of Bengal could feel secure unless he was

accepted and supported by the nobles.

The nobles also acted as the advisers of the Sultan. Besides, during
the period of foreign attack or at the time of internal chaos and conflicts,
they were engaged in repulsing the invasion or in establishing peace and order
in the country. It is known from Diya al-Din Barani and Shaws-i-5irdj ‘Afit
that Sultan Shams al-Din ITliyas Shah consulted his courrtiers and took counsel
when Sultdn Firdz Shah Tughlug of Delhi attacked Bengallza.‘Afif also mentions
that Sultan Sikandar Shah, after consulting his courtiers, sent a clever con-

fidential agent to Sultan Firuz Shah Tu&bluqlzs.

The nobility was primarily military and official in character. 'lhe
nobles usually supported the Sultdn in power, but at times usurped his func-
tions, and if a ruling Sultan grew weak and effete they stepped into his shoes

and founded a new ruling dynasty of their own. Thus we find that Raja Ganesa

121. Nizam al-Din Ahmad : T.A., vol. III, P.265.

122. 1bid.
123. J.A.S.P., vol. III, 1958 A.D., PP.81-82.

124. Barani : T.F.S., P.589; Afif : 1.F.S., p.l12.
125. 1Ibid, PP.T153-154.
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exercised his influence considerably in the reign of Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah
and Saif al-Din Hamzah Sh&h and ultimately displaced the early Iliyas Shahi

dynasty by stratagem and founded his own dynasty126.

The nobility does not seem to have had any hereditary nature. It was
based more on merit than on blood. It appears from the later Perisan works
that most of the nobles started their career from the lowest rank and by dint

of thelr merits they obtained the status of AmIrs, and a few of them rose to

the royal dignity. It is seen that Raja Ganesa started his career as a petty

officer in the revenue department. From this position he rose to the important

. - 127
office of Wazir = .

The nobility was not restricted to the Muslims only. We come to know

from the Tarikh-i-Mubdrak Sh&hi that Sahdeo was the commander of the army of

Sultan Shams al-Din Iliyas Shah. It is also noticed that Raja Ganesa obtained
a very high position in the court and exercised enormous authority in the

affairs of the Sultanate.

Though it is very difficult to ascertain the nature of income of the
nobles, it seems that those who lived in the capital used to get salaries and
others living outside the capital, enjoyed the jagirs. 'This contention is
proved by the fact that when Sultan Firuz Shah Tughlug of Delhi led his ex-
pedition towards Bengal in 754 A.H./1353 A.D., he made a promise in his pro-

clamation to increase what the nobles received from their fiefs, villages,

126. See Supra, P.123 ff. |
127. Firishtah : T.F., Pt.Il, P.297.
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lands and salarieleB. Besides we know that the somewhat feudal basis of

Bengal administration under the Palas and the Senas does not seem to have

undergone any appreciable modification in the early period of Muslim ru1e812g.

Bakhtiyar Khalji divided his Kingdom into a number of divisions known as Iqta®

2N
and placed one military chief in charge of each lq;éJJ“. This type of govern-

ment was at work even long afterwards. In the Husain Shahi period, the nobles

also were enjoying jagir. llence, it may be said emphatically that the Iq;édé%fl

or a similar system was prevailing in the early Iliyas Shahi Sultanate of Benga:

The Ministers and the high officials : Though the Sultan was all in all for

all practical purposes, he could not manage the task of administration single
handed. He needed the assistance of efficient ministers and high officials.

Accordingly the early Iliyas Shahi Sultans appointed some ministers and high
officials and entrusted them with the responsibility of different departments

like financele, judiciarleB, military affairs134 etc.

The ministers played an important role in the administration, and it
may be said that, next to the Sultan, were the ministers. ‘Afif informs us that
the ministers of Sultan Sikandar Shah advised the Sultan to make peace with
Sultan Firdz Shah Tughluq and through their efforts an agreement of amity was
concluded and presents were exchanged between the two Sulgénsl35. This indi-

cates a very important position held by the ministers in the court.

128. J.A.S.B., 1923, P.280.

129. M.R. Tarafdar : Husain Shahi Bengal, P.98.

130. Minhaj : T.N., PP. 156-138.

131. Iqta'menans country or certain portion of a country. Dar means holder.
HE%Ee, Iqtadari means the practice of holding of a country or a certain

portion of a country.

Firishtah : T.F., Pt. II, P.297.

Salim : Riyad, PP.107-108.

Annals, vol.I, 1945 A.D., P.118; Yahya : T.M.S., P.125.

‘Afif : T.F.S., PP. 153-154.
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The chief minister was called the waziIr. He was an inseparable officer

of the court of the Sultan of Bengal. Regarding the importance of his position,
it has been aptly said that '"No empire can be stable or prosperous without a

wazir'', and that "sovereignty and dominion could not attain the pinnacle of

, : . . — nl3 , .
their height without the help and co-operation of a Wazir" Y lhese assertions

polnt out that the wazir was the most important figure in the administration.

The nature of responsibility of the post of wazir required great technical

knowledge, wisdom and experience. The Sultan therefore, took great care in

choosing his wazir.

The relationship between the Sultan and the wazir varied according to

the character and capabilities of the Sultan. If the Sultan was strong, the
wazir acted as a mere adviser of the Sultan. He could never influence his
master's policy except by arts of gentle persuation and veiled warning. On
the other hand, if the Sultan was weak, he utilised him as a puppet. It is
found that Raja Ganesa became supreme in administrative and revenue functions
during the late phase of the early Iliyis Shahi dynastey >’ The nature of his

power indicates that he exercised unlimited authority like some wazirs of the

Sul;anate of Delhi.

The Diwan-i-wizarat was the office of the wazir. He acted as the head

of all the departments. He kept a vigilant eye on the works of each department
In fact, no branch of public administration was outside his purview. But his

immediate concern was finance. Akhbar al-Akhiyar gives us information that

136. I.H. Qureshi : The Administration of the Sultanate of Delhi, P.78.
137. Firishtah : T.F., Part II, P.297.
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Kzam Khan the elder brother of the famous Shaikh Nuar Qutb ‘Alam was the wazir

of Sultdn Ghiydth al-Din Azam Shah and he was responsible for the administra-
tion of revenue and treasury138. Firishtah also mentions that Raja Ganesa
assumed supreme control over both administrative and revenue functions. He
also advised the Sultan and participated in his advisory council. We do not

have any reference to the assistants of the Wazir of the Sultan of Bengal.

But we find that the wazir of the Delhi Sultanate was assisted by a naib-

wazir (Deputy Wazir), an accountant-general (mushrif-i-mumilik) and an auditor-

— ——— i . < ——

general (mustaufi-i-mumalik) at the higher level. Besides, he was also assis-

ted by four secretaries (the chief mushrif, the chief mustaufi, the nazir and

—.

40
the waquf) with a staff of three hundred clerks 14”. It is likely that the

wazir of the Sultan of Bengal was also assisted by similar officials. There

1s a reference to Malik Husam al-Din Abu Reza, who was the auditor-general

(mustaufi-i-mumalik) of Qadar Khan, governor of Lakhnauti during the reign
41

of Sultan Muhammad bin Tughlug®

Besides the wazir and his ministry (Diwan-i-Wizarat) others forming

the pivot of the state administration were Diwan-i-Risalat, Diwan-i-Insha

and Diwan-i-Arid. The Diwan-i-Risalat dealt with diplomatic and foreign

correspondence and kept in close touch with the envoys sent to and received

142

from foreign rulers” ~. The Diwan-i-Inshd dealt with royal proclamations and

despatches. Every royal order was first drafted in the department of the

138.Abd al-tlaq : Akhbar al-Akhiyar, P.152.

139.T.F., Pt. II, P.297.

140.T.H. Qureshi : The Administration of the Sultanate of Delhi, PP.84-85.

141.Yahya : T.M.S., P.104; Badauni : Muntakhab., P.230.

142.According to I.H. Qureshi, the Diwan-i-Risalat dealt with religious matters
pious foundations, stipends to desrving scholars and men of piety. 'This
along with the Diwan-i-Qada were mostly looked upon as the branches of a
department(1.H.Qureshi : The administration of the Sultanate of Dehli,l’.85)
Others propose that it dealt, as the term suggests, with foreign and dip-
lomatic correspondence (A.B. Habibullah : Foundations of Muslim rule in

India, PP. 223-224).
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Diwan-i-lnshd, and after taking the royal approval it was copied in a regis-

ter and then despatched. The chief of this department was Dabir-i-Khas. He

occupied a position of great trust and confidence in the court. Besides dis-
charging the function of correspondence, he wrote farmans, legislations and
orders of the Sultan. The nature of his job required of him to be a well read
person, expert in the art of composition and a master of style and diction.
Barani informs us that Shams al-Din Dabir who gained fame in the art of com-
position and writing and worked as the Secretary of Sultan Ghiyath al-Din
Balban, was the Dabir-i-Khas of his son Nasir al-Din Bughra Khan, governor

of Bengallaj.

The Dablr-i-Khas was assisted in his work by a number of Dabirs, Katibs

and Kar-i-farmans. The Dablrs were writers, Katibs were copyists and Kar-i-

farmans were probably responsible for the despatch of farménslaa. On the basis

of the Devikot Inscriptionm5 of Sikandar Shah it can be said that the Katib

was sometimes honoured with titles like 'Zarrin dast' or golden hand for his

skilful writing in different styles.

The Diwan-i-Arid dealt with army matters. Arid-i-Lashkar was the head

of this departmentlAb. He was the counterpart of the ‘Arid-i-Mumalik of the

Delhi Sultanate who acted as the controller general of the military departme%%?

143, Barani : T.F.S., P. 95,

144, M.A. Rahim : S.C.H.B., vol.li, P./4; M.R. Tarafdar : Husain Shahi Bengal,
P.100.

145. A.ll. Dani : Bibliography, PP. 11-12.

146. The minister for war was different from the commander-in-chief who was
not a permanent figure in administration but was appointed for every
campaign (Habib : Third Oriental conference - Madras, PP. 316-317.

147. I.H. Qureshi : The Administration ol the Sultanate of Delhi, P.85;
M.A. Rahim : S.C.H.B., vol.II, P.74.
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It is known from the Persian works that ‘Ali Mubarak was the ‘Arid-i-lashkar
148

of Qadar Khan, governor of Lakhnauti™ . The ‘Arid-i-laghkar was concerned

with the mustering of the army and supply of war material. He was the keeper
of the military register and was also the pay-master of the royal forces.
High ranking military officers were appointed as Sipah-Sélérlag, Sar-i-Lashkar,

wazir lashkar and Mir Bahr of the armylSO. References of military ranks, such

as sar-i-khail, amir, malik and khan are available in the different sources%51

Though we do not have any direct reference to the existence of the
above mentioned departments in the administrative set-up of Bengal of the
period under review, still there are reasons to believe that those departments
did exist in Bengal. In this respect the advice given by Bughra Khan to his
son Kaiqubad is very pertinent. His asked his son '"'to select four wise and
experienced men from amongst your officers and consider them the four pillars
of your government. Place all public affairs in their hands. Entrust one of

them with the Qﬁwén-i-wizérat and raise his status above others. Give the

DIwén-i:Risélat to the second and believe in his words and advice. To the

third assign the Diwan-i-Arid and ask him to look after the management of the

army. Give the DiIwan-i-Insha to the fourth and leave him to reply to the peti-

tions of the provincial governors and officers to the best of his knowledge
and judgement. Keep the all four equally near to yourselft and make them your

advisers in all political affairs, of which they know the difficulties

148. Yahyd : T.M.S., P.105. Nizam al-Din Ahmad : T.A. vol,III, P.261;
BadAdni : Muntakhab;, P.230.
149. Annals., vol. I, 1945 A.D., P.118.
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150. A.ll. Dani : Bibliography, PP. 21, 23, 34-36.
151. A.ll. Dani : ijlio%raphy, PP. 12-13, 21; Nizam al-Din Ahmad : T.A.,

vol. II1, PP. -265; Firishtah : T.F. Pt. II, P.296; Salim : Riyad;,
P.99,
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and dangers. Do not throw the business of the government into disorder by
entrusting everything to one man. Do not let any one of your ministers or
your courtliers have too much influence over yourself or the administration.
[F'urther, any scheme you may have thought of and every order you pass concern-
ing the business of any of the ministers, and all confidential secrets of the
state must be discussed in the presence of all the four ministers. Though the
position of the wazir is higher than the position of other ministers, it will
not be prudent for you to favour any of the four pillars of your kingdom to
such an extent as to wound the feelings of others and alienate their heads”152.
This advice of Bughra Khan leads us to believe that he also introduced his

administration in Bengal in accordance with his above belief. Possibly this

administrative set-up also continued in the early Iliyas Shahi period.

In addition to the four ministries there were a number of departments
which were non-political. The main department was that of justice presided
over by the Qadi. Ghulam llusain Salim mentioned that Siraj al-Din was the

_ . . wo b9
chief Qadi in e reign of Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah "

The officer, known as the Kotwal, was also an essential officer attached

to the court. lle was the head of the Police. He was in charge of maintaining

peace and order in the city. It was also his duty to keep the Sultan informed

of all daily occurences in his jurisdiction.

The officers mentioned above formed the central administration under

the early fliyas Shahi Sultanate of Bengal.

152. Barani : T.F.S., P.153; also cf. M. Habib : Third Oriental Conference -
Madras, PP. 314-315.
153. Riyad, P. 107.
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The question of succession in the early Iliydas Shahi Sultanate : There was

no definite law of succession to the throne of the Sultanate of Bengal under
the early Iliyas Shahi Sultans. Such absence of the law of succession often
meant anarchy and it introduced the law of the survival of the fittest, and
the fittest was the one who could drive away all other claimants to the
throne. Thus, it is found that Chiyath al-Din Azam Shah was compelled to
settle the question of succession by taking recourse to the sword even in the

life time of his father Sikandar §_kjéh154

. But if we survey the history of
succession in the Sultanate of Bengal, we find that though there was no
written law of succession, sometimes customs and conventions were considered

strong forces and were followed.

(i) eriditary claims : The principle of succession was based on hereditary
claims and it was adhered to as far as possible. According to the hereditary
claims, the first claimant of the throne was the son of the Sultan. Among the
sons of the Sultan, the fittest son could ascend the throne.* 1t is seen that
the nobles also were in favour of placing on the throne a scion of the royal
dynasty than any one else. It is observed that when Shams al-Din Iliyas Shah

155

died, the nobles placed on the throne his eldest son Sikandar Shah™~~. After

Sikandar Shah's death, the amirs and the chiefs of the different groups placed
his most competent son on the throne156. When Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Azam Shah

departed from the world, the amirs raised his son on the throne157.

154. Salim : Riyad, P.101 ff. |
155. 1Ibid, P.lﬁg; Nizam al-Din : T.A., vol.III, P.204; Firishtah:T.F., Pt.
I1, P. 2906.

156. Nizam al-Din : T.A., vo. LI, p.265.
157. 1Ibid.
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(ii) Change of Dynasty : When such legal descendents were not available,

a change of dynasty was allowed as in the case of Shihab al-Din Bayazid

shah!°®. The nobles allowed the change of dynasty.

(iii) Nomination by the ruling King : While determining the succession of

a person to the throne, nomination by the ruling king was also an important
factor. 'The Sultan usually nominated his son who was receiving training in
administration and state craft under the Sultan himself and about whose
talents and abilities the Sultan was fully aware. Thus, it is found that
Sultan Sikandar Shah, in spite of the ill-words of his first wife, put the
reins of authority entirely in the hands of Ghiyath al-Din who possessed a
most amiable disposition and surpassed all his other brothers in learning and
accomplishments. Even before his last breathe, Sikandar Shah said, '"My life's

work is over and the Kingdom is welcome to you”lsg.

(iv)  Flection of the new Sultan by the nobles : The nobility played a very
important part in the succession question in the early lliyas Shahi Sultanate.
ft is found that Iliyas Shah took the consent of the nobles at the time of

his accession to the throne ot Lakhnauti160. It is also revealed from the
later Persian works that the nobles used to place the new Sultdn ceremoniously
on the throne of Bengall61. I.H. Qureshi praised the principle of election

by the noblesléz. For, election of Sultan by the nobles could provide some

able Sultans of Bengal.

158. Stuart : History of Bengal, P.I16.

159. Salim : Riyad, P. 104.

160. Firishtah : T.¥F., pt. IT, P.2%.

161. Nizan al-bin: T.A., vol. LILL, PP. 204-265; Salim : Riyad, P.100.
162. I.1. Qureshi : The Administration of the Sultanate of Delhi, P.56.
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The above discussion points out that there was no definite law of
succession. Though this absence had the usual drawbacks, sometimes it allowed
the right person to come to the right place. This is proved by the fact that
because of the absence of a definite rule of succession, Ghiyath al-Din Azam

Shah who was superior to this other brothers, was able to occupy the throne

of Bengal. Secondly, it is revealed that the nobles played a very significant

role in the succession question. Thirdly, it is. also observed that the Sultan

had a say in nominating the ablest among his sons.

Finance : Finance is the source of administration whether it is run by a

king or oligarchy or any form of Government. So the Muslim political thinkers
and administrators have always recognised the importance of a sound state of
finance and accordin<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>