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ABSTRACT SUMMARY

KINSHIP AND FRIENDSHIP NETWORK IN FERTILITY AND

FAMILY PLANNING DECISIONS

K.M.A. Aziz
Trinidad Osteria
Shushum Bhatia

This proposal aims to lock at the influence of kinship and
friendship network on decislons related to childbearing, family
planning acceptance and use continuation of methods. It proposes
to identify the kinship and friendship structure existing in .
certain communities, the communication pattern that operates which
affect decisions related to fertility ang family planning, the
modes of reinforcement and negation utilized to approve or dis=«
approve of specific behaviour patterns and define modes of indi-

"genous family limitation. Such goals would be achieved through

selection from a village of 3 groups - acceptors, drop-outs and

_continuing users. This study will include unstructured inter~

views as well as structured interviews among the selected res-
pondents and identified kins and friends.

{1} One village will be drawn randomly from the old contracep-—
tive distribution area. From the prevalence survey books 90 women
will be stratified into three categories -- non-acceptors, drop-
outs, and continuing users for pills. Indepth interviews will

be undertaken for these women, husbands, mother—-in~laws and a
maximum of three other most influential relatives or friends (of
whom one must be a friend). For this study no child will be takss
as a respcndent.

(23 Psychological, social or legal risks are involved. If
confidentiality of information to be obtained are not ensured then
the respondent might face embarrassment or even serious mis-
understanding with family members or friends.

(3) For minimizing the difficulty in obtaining information from:
female respondents the services of two female workers (Dais) will
be utilized tc assist two male field-workers during the inter-
viewing. All interviews would be conducted in comrplete privacy.
By ensuring confidentiality of data protection against potential
risks will be provided. The personal identification of every

respondent will be substituted by code&
. % !

%



(4) In the analysis the personal identification and address of
the respondent will be absent. The record sheets will be identi-
fied by code numbers only. The explanation of the codes will be
known only to the investigators.

(5) The purpose of the study will be explained to the subjects.
A consent form will be signed by every respondent. They will be
at liberty to refuse or withdraw at any time of the study.

{6} During the interview the areas of inguiry will include:

(i) timing and number of children, {(ii) contraceptive usage and
beliefs (both modern and indigenous), (iii) rewards and punish-
ments for non-conformity, (iv) degree and nature of kin inter-

action, {(v) sources of information regarding contraceptive use.

A maximum of 90 minutes time willl be needed tor every
interview. , ’

{7) Through participation in this study the respondent might

feel encouraged to discuss problems related to child-bearing with
knowledgeable relatives and friends. The findings of this

research might help in achieving the ideal family size by a coupla.
Such type of benefit might outweigh the risks involved in the

present study.

(8) The study needs to record the age, pregnancy history and
mortality history of children ever born. None of these are
confidential in nature.



SECTION I - RESEARCH PROTOCOL

Title: Kinship and Friendship Network in Fertility and
Family Planning Decisions.

Principal Investigators: K.M.A. Aziz, Trinidad Osteria, &
1 Shushum Bhatia

Jtarting Date: April, 1978

~ecmpletion Date: September, 1978
‘gtal Direct Cost: §$-3923<38-4,/2/77

Shstract Summary:

This proposal aims to look at the influence of kinship and
friendship network on decisions related to childbearing,
family planning acceptance and use continuation of methods.
Specifically, it proposes to identify the kinship and
friendship structure existing in certain communities, the
communication pattern that operates which affect decisions
related to fertility and family planning, the modes of
reinforcement and negation utilized tc approve or
disapprove of specific behaviour patterns and define modes
of indigenous family limitation. Such goals would be

achieved thru selection from a village of 3 groups - acceptors,

drop-outs and continuing users. Unstructured interviews
will be carried out for the respondents and identified kins
and friends.

Analysis will be carried out both in descriptive terms
and thru the use of correlations.

Reviews:

a4) Research Involving Human Subjects:

) Research Committee:

) Director:

Y BMRC:

¢} Controller/Administrator:




SECTION II -~ RESEARCH PLAN

. 'RODUCTION

Objective: The goal of this study is to determine the
processes by which the kinship and friendship network
operates in affecting adoption of contraception and
insuring its use~continuation.

Background: It was observed that despite aggressive
programmatic measures of fertility control in Bangladesh
the change in fertility was negligible. An examination

of the two-year contraceptive distribution project which
was initiated in Matlab thana in rural Bangladesh revealed
low rates of acceptance, declining rates of continuation,
and minimal impact in terms of fertility decline.
Furthermore, an assessment of intervillage variation in
acceptance and prevalence rates indicated that hardly any
of the field workers characteristics effected a predictive
value on acceptance and prevalence of contraceptive use.
Although the field workers level of knowledge was
significantly related to performance, this explained only
20% of the variation obtained in acceptance and prevalence.
The remaining 80% remaired largely unaccounted for. In
this light, the social and cultural processes operating

in the community which could affect both acceptance and
continuation need to be identified. Aziz indicated that
the "basic social structure and values of rural Bangladeshi
societies are anchored in a system of kinship relations
such that empirical recognition of the smallest units of
kin who operate in close contact and influence one
another's opinions and behaviour are of great importance

in understanding the workings of rural Bangladeshi society"”.

Rationale: A major criticism levelled against most social
service surveys {particularly the KAP) is the application
of methods in cultures other than those for which they
were developed. As Caldwell has aptly statedl/ : "Too
much research has been done too quickly and on too large a
scale with research instruments brought directly from
contemporary western society. Too often, the representatives
of the non-western society in the research have been
completely inculcated with western research approaches
- where it predetermines the range of findings and asks
guestions that provide the appropriate answers". There 15
a need to find out the real reasons people want contraceptives
and the extent to which contraception has anything to do
with restricting fertility. In Bangladesh, family and couple
" decisions are likely more tied to cultural and social

.\

1/John C. Caldwell, Toward a Restatement of the Demographic
Transition Theory, Population and Development Review,
September/December, 1976.

K¥A Aziz, Kin Terminologies and Family Structure of Muslims and

Hindus  in Matlab Thana and Neighbourhood, M.Phil thesis.
Rajshahi University, Nov. 1976.
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aj fferences than decision making by individuals. This calls
for an indepth socio-anthropological analysis to determine
the processes by which decisions concerning contraceptive
use and continuation are brought about,

SPECIFIC AIMS !

The specific aims of the study are:

1. To identify the kinship and friendship pattern of women
in three contraceptive status categories — non—acceptors,
drop-outs,-and continuing usexs.

2. To determine the communication pattern operating within
the kinship and friendship group and identify
individuals who are influential in decisions affecting
childbearing (timing as well as numbers) , family
planning-acceptance,-andrcontinuation. The source of
influence would be defined. ‘

3. To extricate the modes of reinforcément oY negation
implicit or manifested that affect decisions concerning
timing of childbearing, contraceptive acceptance and

continuation.

4. 70 determine indigenous modes of family limitation and
concerning mechanism of contraception as well as their
sources. '

METHODS OF PROCEDURE

One village will be drawn randomly from the old contraceptive
distribution area. From the prevalence survey books, women
will be stratified into three categories - nen~-acceptors,
drop-outs, (6 mos. Or less), and continuing userg (over 6 mos.
to a year) for pills. Indepth interviews.will be undertaken
for these women, husbands, mother-in-laws and a maximum of
three other most influential relatives or friends (of whom
one must be a friend). TFor every respondent the most
influential relatives OY friends will be identified within
the Matlab Field Surveillance Area of CRL. Interviews will
be conducted amongst their kin and friend on the following
areas: :

1. Timing and number of children.

2. Contraceptive usage and beliefs (both modern and
indigenous) . : '

3. Rewards and punishments for non~conformity.

4. begree and nature of kin interaction.

5. Sources of information regarding contraceptive use.



A maximum of about 30 women in every group is expected to he
included in the study. Furthermore, 1f an average of 5
relatives and friends could be interviewed, a total of 450
interviews will be completed.

First, there will be an indepth analysis which is descriptive
in nature and will attempt to generalize the findings
obtained. Likewise, specific cases will be singled out to
emphasize or underscore certain points. The second part

will be cross tabulations of characteristics of respondents
and kins, correlational analysis to determine the degree

of concordance or dissonance among kin, and a regression
analysis to determine the predictability of kins factors
towards acceptance and continuous use of specific methods.




Research Instrument
(For Respondent)

{dentification

Al, Name of Respondent ! .

AZ. Address

3. Contraceptive Use Catagory Non-acceptor
Continuing user
Drop-out

. Age of wife A5, No. of living children

A3, No. of living sons e A7. Education of wife

8. Occupation of Husband

. Land Ownership Owned

rented . {specify owner)

amount of rent' per bigna

sharecropper (specify owner)

mode of payment

A0, Family Structure - Nuclear .
Extended (specify type of
| ' composition)
Ail. Do you receive support from relatives? Yes No
From, whom? In what form?

identification of Kinship and Friendsnip Network

. Name 3 relative or friends (of whom one must be a friend) to whom you
are closest and with whom you discussed personal matters (particularly
fertility and family planning)

3



Nhpe Relationship Same H H

Frequency
of meeting

Occasions Topics of
for meeting |discussion

to respondent {Diff. HH
‘ b

$2.  Kinship universe of thne respondent

Paternal Maternal - Affinal,
" Interspouse Communication ‘
1. Do you and your spouse eat at the same time? Yes - No
2. Do you and your spouse sleep in the same room? Yes No

Same bed Yes

No

3. tow will you describe your relatlonsh1p with your spouse? Could you

speak easily with him? _“Ees _No
Is he friendly? Yes - _Neo
Is he supportive? _Yes No
_ 4. Do you have a time to discuss with your spouse? _ Yes [ e

What do you usually discuss (partcularly’fertility and family planning)?

FOR ACCEPTORS ONLY (Contiﬁuing users and Drop-outs}

] N
1. From where did you learn about the family planning program?




2. Did you discuss this with friends and kin?

3. Did you consuit them regarding vour decision?

IF YES:

Whom did you consult?

3.

Yes

No

1

How d

id he/she react?

r

4. After acceptance. how did your husband, relations/friends react?

7OR DROP OQUTS

5. Why did you stop  taking the pills?’

Was anybody influencing you in your decision,’

HISTONS REL

ATED TG CHILDBEARING

L. How soon should a woman have her first child after marriage,

2. How many children did you expect to have?

3. What is the age of your youngest child?

Are you aware of indeginous methods of contraceptives?

oldest child?

Method

Source of knowledge

Mode .of .action.

Effect




Questionnaire
(FOR RELATIVES)

Name of Relation

aied

Address

Relationship to Ego

Education , . Occupation

Decision Related to Childbearing

1. How soon should a woman have her first child after marriage?

2. .How many children does she except to have?

. N t - .
3. With whom do you discuss personal matters?

4, What is the age of your youngest child?. oldest child?

Naecisions Related to F.P.

1. Have you heard of F,P.7

2. Are you in favour of it?

3, Do you favour any of your relatives to accept F.P. Yes _No

For what reason

4. 1If any of your relatives decide to accept contraceptives how do you
react to this?

) ‘ : N I‘ . - -
Has any of your relatives accepted F.P.? how do you view this?

i

. How do you show dissatisfaction?

~OR FEMALES 15-44

Have you accepted any. method? Yes No

-

2, If yes what method did you accept?

Aye youw still using the method?




hat is the attitude of your husband/mother-in-law/rel

-2 -

atives/friends about it?

10w do they manifiest their attitude?

1f any of your friends accept F.P. agaihst your will bho

p

W will you react?

people to limit family size?

Ty ..
.

Contraceptive Knowledge : Are you aware of indigenous methods used by

Yes Ho . -

! [N r

Method Source-of Knowledge _- tlode of action .} Effects

1 % £ . i _‘\.
1 > =
¥ .
- o L .
[ .*"! | *
vave you heard of the more modern methods? .
-4
Effects

Method

sode of action

Source of Knowledge

=

fills

1D

Condom

Tubectomy

Rhythm

Abstinence
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INFORMED CONSENT

1

1 want to have a detailed talking session with you aiming
research on the influence of kinship and friendship network
in fertility and family planning decisions. This may be
helpful in providing useful knowledge on our vital population
problem “though your,statements,may pe confidential and personal
in certain respects.’ Little research has been conducted in
different countries and particularly in our country involving
detailed talking session on the proposed topic related to the
influence of paternal, maternal, affinal relatives, and friends
inside and cutside the household. We have undertaken this
task considering the lack of materials in the required research.
We need your cooperation in achieving successS in this work.
1 am reguesting. you to express your views openly without any
hesitation.

Under no circumstances your name, address and given views
would be disclosed to any one which could be the cause of social
aor pecuniary damage. : .

please sign Or put your thumb impression below if you are
willing to give the required information and personal opinion.
There will be no difficulty in obtaining treatment OI othex
penefits from the cholera hospital if you decide not to
participate in this work. Participation in this work,
continuation and discontinuation of participation would depend
entirely on your personal wish. '

On my own pehalf I am putting signature/thumb impression
voluntarily-

Siggature

Thumb impyession

Address

Date '
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5.

Personnel Service

Name

K.M.A. Aziz

T. Osteria
§. Bhatia

Field Assistants (2} for 4 months
for 2 months

pais (2)

Section I1I - Budget

A. Detailed Budget

Supplies and Materials

Items

Stationaries
Ballpoint pens

Pencils

Writing Pads

CRL Transport
10 hours of speedboat

service of 2 country boats for 2 months

Mimeography

Feood/Camp Rllowance

TOTAL

TOTAL $ COST

% of Annual
position <Effort Salary
Investigator 10% Tk. 20,000
Co-Investigator 10% $ 25,000
Co-Investigator 10% $ 21,250

100% Tk. 18,800
100% Tk. 3,100
Sub Total:
Amount Unit cost

10 Tk. 1.75

10 Tk. 1.00

10 Tk. 7.00

sub Total:
service in Matlab
Sub Total:
Tk. 27,139.16 $ 2,312.50

(¢ 1,809.27

$ 4,121.77

Project Requirementis

TAKA

4,525

12,533.34
1,033.32

DOLLARS

1,250
1,062.50

18,091.66

6,000.00



