A CRITICAL STUDY OF THE

COINS OF THE INDEPENDENT SULTANS OF BENGAL
(FROM 1205 A. D. - 1538 A. D.)

Md. Rezaul Karim

Thesis submitted to the University of Dhaka
(Faculty of Arts, Department of Islamic History and Culture)

For the award of the degree of

: Z0n4
Doctor of Philosophy 00465
‘ in
Islamic History and Culture
”e

i by

University of Dhaka

December 2001



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Declaration Certificate

Certified that the work incorporated in this thesis "A Critical Study of the Coins
of the Independent Sultans of Bengal (from 1205CE - 1538CE)", submitted by
Md. Rezaul Karim has been carried out by the candidate under my supervision. The

candidate has fulfilled all the terms and conditions for the Ph.D. thesis course.

/;_'-' || E——"

At an BB

December, 2001 (Perween Hasan)
Supervisor
Professor of Islamic History and
Culture
Dhaka University
Dhaka




Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Respectfully dedicated
To
My parents
Al-Hagj A. B. Moinuddin Ahmed
And
Begum Afiron Nessa

400465

3




Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Acknowledgement

I am much obliged and greatly indebted to my first supervisor Late Professor Momtazur Rahman Tarafdar
of the Department of Islamic History and Culture of the University of Dhaka who mitiated me i this
rescarch work and became my supervisor But 1t 1s a matter of great regret that he did not hive to see it
through

I am highly indebted and grateful to my respected teacher Professor Perween Hasan who became my
supervisor after Professor Tarafdar's expiry and helps me to fimsh my work.

| owe a great deal to the authonty of Bangladesh National Muscum for kindly granting me permission to
carry out the research work leading to Ph.D. degree and kindly permitting me to use the comn collection of
Bangladesh National Muscum. And also to my colleagues in the museum for their cooperation and help

Thanks are due to Dr Ishag Imam and Mr Ifteckhar Alam. two enthusiastic coin collectors of Dhaka and
Mr J. P Goenka. renowned comn collector of Caleutta for making their collection available for this
rescarch and providing several photographs of rare coins

I am deeply obhged to Professor Abdul Kanm. former Vice-Chancellor of the University of Chittagong,
Professor Emeritus A B M. Husain and Professor A K. M Yaqub Al of the University of Rayshahi for
their valuable advice and encouragement.

Thanks arc due to Department of Archacology, Government of Peoples' Republic of Bangladesh for their
cooperation and help.

My thanks go to Mr Abdul Qadir. former Director of Department of Archacology. Government of
Peoples' Republic of Bangladesh for his advice and encouragement

I am grateful to St Praup Kumar Mitra, Keeper. State Archacological Muscum. West Bengal, Caleutta.
for providing me some rare books from India and photocopies of rare journals and sale catalogues from

London and Miss Sutapa Sinha, Researcher in the State Archacological Museum, for their cooperation
and help

I would express my thanks to Mr. G M. Morshed Alam Siddiqui for lis continued interest in the
compilation of the work at all stages of the thesis Also my thanks go to Mr. Zakana Shahjahan for his

cordhal cooperation

I would also ke to express my earnest thanks to my colleague m the muscum Mr. Mizanur Rahman,
Clark cum Typist for his untiring coaperation.

Md. Rezaul Karim



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Contents
Part 1
Abstract m
Abbreviations v
Transliteration Vil
Chapter 1
Introduction |
Historical Background 7
Chapter 2
Coins of Bengal under Delhi Sultanat 17
Chapter 3
Coins of Independent Sultans of Bengal 92
Chapter 4
Coins of uncertain attribution 269
Chapter 5
Socio-Economic condition of the period as reflected on the coins 290
Chapter 6
Conclusion 303
Appendix |- An up to date chronology of the Sultans of Bengal 305
Appendix 2. Analysis of the gold and silver percentage of the coins of the Sultans 307
Appendix 3° Coin titles of the Sultans of Bengal 310

Select Bibliography 318



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Part 11

Catalogue of selected coins

llustrations of the selected coins

Illustrations of the selected coin-designs

324

424

438



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Abstract

Part |

The present study is an attempt to reconstruct the chronology of the Sultanat of Bengal on the basis of
coms of 1205 to 1 338CE and also history of the Sultanat peniod of Bengal (pohitical social and cconomic).

Chapter 1

Introduction: Gives the scope of the present work, enumerating and evaluating the existing works,
sources used are discussed

Background History: discusses the main features of political and numismatic condition of the penod prior
to the conquest of Bengal and establishment of the Sultanat. Revews the ancient medium of exchange and
the earlicst coins of the regions of Vanga and Anga as well as the coinages up to the advent of the
muslims.

Chapter 2

Coins of Bengal under Delhi Sultanat: deals with the comage of Bengal, struck in the names of the Delln
Sultans. by their appointed or usurper governors. A new classification has been made on the basis of the
comn legends. Also deals with comns in the joint names of the governors of Bengal and Delhi sultans and
with the coins of the sultans who tried to shake off the Delhi authority and struck coins independently
from Bengal

Chapter 3

Coins of Independent Sultans of Bengal: discusses coins of the various Sultans who ruled independently
during 737/1336 to 9Y45/1538 1n Bengal and their coins have been classified on the basis of the legends

Also attempts to interpret the message revealed through the coin legends,

Chapter 4

Coins of uncertain attribution: deals with the Sultans whose names are only known through their coms.

Chapter 5

Socio-economic condition of the period as reflected on the coins: deals with the socio-economic
condition of the penod. the currency system, mint towns and coin weights,
Chapter 6

Conclusion: attempts to draw a conclusion on the basis of the findings of the present study.
Appendix I reveals an up to date chronology of the Sultans of Bengal.
Appendix 2: gives the analysis of the gold and silver percentage of the coins of the Sultans of Bengal.

Appendix 3: appends the com- titles of the Sultans of Bengal

1
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Part If

Catalogue of selected coins: Contains the catalogue of the selected coms, which has been made on the

basis of the present study. More than four hundred gold, silver and denominational coins and their
classifications based on com- legends are given
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Chapter 1

Introduction

Com 1s a prece of precious metal having a definite weight standard issued by the authority, king or guild
and accepted by people as medium of exchange According to the Encyclopedia Britannica "A coin may
be defined as a piece of precious metal stamped with some mark or type or inscription showing that is
issued by some authority which guarantees its weight and purity"'. The coin either gold or silver or copper
can exist for long ignoring the wear and tear of the time. On the other hand coins whether big or small,
gold or silver. are desired because they can buy comfort, protection from poverty, hunger and safety
agamnst danger. Therefore. 1t was the practice of people to earn, accumulate and preserve them as treasure,
In medieval time for safety people used to bury them. Part of these 1s unearthed from time to time even to
day. Through the study of these coins we are reconstructing history, fixing of chronology of the rulers and
setting up a continuance of the events of the two hundred years of independent rule of Bengal Therefore.
the study of the coins for Bengal history is an unavoidable necessity. It may be remembered here that the
inscriptions of the pertod also rendering similar information but they are so limited in number. and not
every Sultan inscribes them, so their scope is limited. Therefore coins became the chief primary source of

history.

Comn and money are universally regarded as the vehicle of cconomic activity. At present there are various
types of cheques. ‘hundies’ and many types of credit cards to replace coinage. Yet old comns, as
archacological objects. evidences of the past. proofs of the forgotten record. above all as a primary
sources of history. have great importance. Not only for the reconstruction of history but also to understand
the socio-cconomic trend. the attitudes and tastes of their issuers, their political and religious affiliations.
expansion of their terntories sway as well as the over all condition of trade and commerce of the period

For the medieval period in general and for Bengal history in particular coins have a great role to play.

No contemporary history of Sultani Bengal has yet been discovered’, nor is a comprehensive work with
correct information of lustorical events available. Prior to Ghulam Husain Salim's Riyazus Salatin
(complete history up to 1788CE) not a single complete work on Bengal's two hundred years independent
rule is known' Though the court historians of the Delhi Sultans have made some sporadic citings on some
Bengal events from time 1o time. but they are scrappy and sometimes confusing. and much of them do not
corroborate facts' Therefore, it i1s useless to search for numismatic activities, minting and metrology in

these histories. which lack the normal chronicles of the period. Nor is there any contemporary treatise or

" Enevelopedia Britammica vol 16, (1963 edition) U S.A. P 616

* Abdul Karim. Banglar ItthastSultani Amol), Dhaka: Bangla Academy, 1977, First reprint 1993, (henceforth Sultani
Amaoly p35

* Ibid. pp. 39-40.

! Karim commented that there are many anomalies regarding the dates in the Riyaz, ibid, p. 40,
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manuscript dealing with the coining procedures, or function of mints, or organization on numismatics, of

Sultam Bengal

As there 18 no contemporary book on history there i1s no mention of comage in later works It scems as 1f
the chroniclers were not aware of the numismatics of Bengal at all. There, perhaps, was no Abul Fadl in
Bengal to record the minutes of Sultani Bengal. Riyazus Salatin did not deal with the matter of comnage,
nor is 1ts chronology of the Sultans corroborative with the facts. Even Tabagat-1- Nasiri, which covers the
carly histony of about sixty vears of Muslim Bengal, did not deal with the conage except some citings of
'struck coms' Therefore. in the absence of contemporary chronicles the history of Bengal in general 1s

shrouded in mist and information about numismatics or coinage of Bengal is almost ml.

At present the history of Bengal is mostly based on the reconstruction of the results of the information
gathered from comns and inscriptions. Even to day new Sultan's names. new information about known ones
are commg up from tume to tume through the coms. There are no other elements to rely upon except those
two 1e. coms and inscriptions. for the reconstruction of Bengal history Therefore the study of Bengal

coinage Is very important,

Striking of cons and reading of the kAuthah on Fridays in the mosques were the Muslim prerogatives of a
Sultan and demonstration or declaration of his sovereignty. It was the practice that whenever a Sultan
ascended the throne whether legally or by usurpation he used to strike coins, It was the general rule for the
Sultam peniod that a coin would bear the name of its issuer with full regal utle along with the subsidiary
titles kunvah and the proper name, sometimes with father's and grand father's name. his special claims or
notions towards rehigion ete. and the date of the i1ssue and the place of striking 1. the mint name. So. in

the absence of recorded history these comns help to rebuild history.

Therefore. the coms of the Bengal Sultans become the prime object and source matenals. besides
mscriptions. for the reconstruction of the history of Sultani Bengal 1. from the advent of the Muslims in

Bengal to the end of the independent rule from 1205 to 1538CE.

The chronology of the Bengal Sultans has been corrected largely on the basis of the evidence of conage
As examples it may be mentioned that some regnal titles of the Sultans has been properly ascertained
through the cons informations. viz, ‘Al Mardan Khalji was known to the historians as 'Alauddin 'Ali
Mardan but his regnal title 1s Ruknuddin. Likewise there was the controversy about the date of the victory
over Gauda by Bakhtivar Khalji but the discovery of 'Gauda Vijoye' coin reveals its date that in mid
Ramadan 601AH / May 1205CE the event had occurred. Even new Sultans' names came up through the
coins-carher Ikhtiyaruddin Ghazi Shah and Alauddin Firuz bin Bayazid were the two Sultans of Bengal
known only through their coins, Raja Ganesha's regnal name 'Danujmardana Deva was also known though
his comns only. At present from our study three new Sultan's names are known. Besides these many new
types of coms bearing newer information have been added to the previous known facts. Therefore.

research on Bengal numismatics is very important.
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The study of the coms of Bengal started in the mid nineteenth century when the civil and military officers
of British India took keen intercst in 1t and began to publish their findings through the journals i the form
of articles The first paper on Bengal coms, contributed by JW. Ladly. was published n JASB in
I1846CE" About twenty vears latter n 1862, C E. Bayley published a small note on Bengal comns”. But the
study on Bengal coms ganed impetus only after the discovery of the famous Cooch Bihar hoard n
I1863CE contamng 13,300 silver coms of the Pathan Sultans of Delln and the Sultans of Bengal Rajendra
Lal Mitra published a note on this hoard in I1864CE’ But the pioneering work on Bengal numismatics was
done by the distinguished numismatist of the mineteenth century Edward Thomas through the monograph,
‘The Initial Coinage of Bengal’. It was first published in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society”, and
reprinted in the JASE (vol. xxxvi)’dealing with ten Bengal rulers from Rukunddin Kaikaus to Ghiyasuddin
Azam Shah along with some Delhi rulers comns 1ssued from Bengal In 1873 supplementing to the above
he published another paper on the basis of 37 coins of the Bihar hoard'’. Based on the 85 coins found in
the district of Murshidabad in1883 A F.R. Hoemle published the next article on Bengal coins'', which
eliminated some obscunties of Bengal history farther. During 1873 to 1875CE Blochmann published three
papers in the 1ssues of JASB under the title Contributions to The Geography and History of Bengal
Muhammadan Period). In his papers he dealt with the coins of cleven Sultans of Bengal and by doing so
he tried to throw some more light on the obscure parts of Bengal history. Later on from 1873 up to 1896,
C E Bavley (1873). J G Delmerck (1876), ARF. Hoernle (1883) and R Bum (1896) published articles

on Bengal coms

This trend of publishing the newly found hoards and interpreting the historical implications of Bengal
coins were continued during the first two decades of the twentieth century by the nunusmatists and
historians. In 1922 N K. Bhattasali published his monograph Coins and Chronology of the Farly
Independent Sultans of Bengal on the basis of the Rupgnj hoard of Raipura, Dhaka. About the monograph
Abdul Kanim commented that " which has since proved to be the working basis for the chronology of
the carly Mushim Sultans of Bengal™ Then some valuable interpretative articles on coins were written in
various journals. specially The Journal of the Numismatic Society of India. which started in 1939 The
most notable work on Bengal cons was published in 1960, Corpus of the Muslim Coins of Bengal by
Abdul Karim Compiling and recording the earlier published coins along with unpublished comns of the
Dacca Muscum. Veranda Rescarch Muscum and  also analysing them. From the first decade of the

twenticth centuny some valuable Musecum Catalogues dealing with Bengal coins have been published

* PASB. 1864, p. 480. 579
“JRAS. 1l No.p 145
JASB. XXXVL p 1.
" JASB. XL (1873) p. 343
*JASB. LIL p 211
""E Thomas. "The Initial Coinage of Bengal under the early Muhammadan Conquerors, Part i1, JASB, 1873 p.343,
"' C.R.Singhal Bibliography of Indian Coins Part ii,p30
'* Abdul Karim. Corpus of the Muslim Coins of Bengal (down to AD 1538), (henceforth Corpus), Dacca: Asiatic
Society of Pakistan. 1960, preface. p. 1.



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

which facilitated the students of Bengal numismatics. viz Catalogue of the Coins in the Indian Museum
Calcutta Vol 11 1907, Catalogue of comns Collated by Sayvid A SM. Tatfoor of Kawser House, Dacea,
and presented to the Dacea Musem. 1936. Catalogue of Coins Collected by Mawlvi Hakim Habiubur
Rahman Khan Akhunzada of Dacea and presented to_the Dacca Museum, 1936, Catalogue of the
Provincial Comn Cabinet Assam, ( First &Second Edition, 1911&1930), Supplement to the Catalogue of
the Provincial Cabinet of Coins, Assam. 1919, Supplement to the Catalogue of Coins in the Indian
Museum. Vol 11, 1939 Earher to these Chronicles of the Pathan Kings of Delli and Catalogue of the
coins of the Muhammadan States of India in the British Museum were published in 1871 and 1885
respectively All these catalogues and books dealt with some Bengal coins as well as with other Provincial
coin series. It may be noted here that none of the catalogues dealt exclusively with Bengal coins. The
Chittagong University Museum catalogue published in 1979 also dealt with some Bengal coins as well as
others.

After the comprehensive and bnlhant work by Abdul Kanim i 1960 up to the present a long span of forty
vears. numerous significant issues connected with Bengal numismatics, fresh hoards containing several
types. mints and dates as well as some new Sultan's names have come to light. Due to the difficulty of
studyving nunusmatics 1t remamed unattended particularly lack of contemporary information about
monitory activities, scarcity of coin and catalogues. difficulty of correct reading of legends particularly the
degenerated form of later writing, problems of identifications of the Sultans in absence of date and mint
name, above all the undue nterference by chiscling or cut marks on the coin particularly of the portion
with date a vital aspect for the determination and identification of the ruling king, by the Shroffs are main
obstacles

After the Corpus no comprehensive and purely numismatic study or research on Bengal numismatics has
been undertaken Of course during these forty vears some of the information and results of the newly
discovered matenals have been published in the form of articles in both English and Bangla journals at
home and abroad Mention may be made of the latest catalogue on the Bengal coins, Coiny of Mediaeval
India. by Pratip Kumar Mitra and Sutapa Sinha published in 1997 based on the Chandi Jhar hoard found
m the village of the same name under the District of Alipurduar, West Bengal, India in 1986, Mention
may also be made of the journal of the numismatic Society of Bombay. the Numisuatic Digest. and

Oriental Numismatic Socicty's News/letters.

The study of Bengal numismatics is difficult as well as thrilling. The coins are unique, interesting, and no
comns of the subcontinent bear such versatility. in the context of legend. border design and vanety of
decorations. In absence of contemporary records and chronicles analytical inferences of the coins
regarding the history concerned are important and rewarding, and enjoyable. Moreover, with the passage
of time the carlier works have become almost obsolete because of the discovery of fresh coins in recent
times. Sir Jadu Nath Sarkar's remarks in History of Bengal vol. 11, are also provocative, "l cannot conclude
myv remarks without recording a wash that well trained students of Bengal Muslim numismatics should

4
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carefully study the dates and names on the comns of the early Sultans of Bengal ... The new light may

" Therefore. all these seem to make it worthwhile to launch a

entail a revision of our carlier chapters
fresh and analvtical enquiry on Bengal coms. which with the new discoveries and analysis have thrown

new light on Bengal history

It may be mentioned here that The Bangladesh National Museum (BNM) has a good number of Bengal
coins n its collection. This was another factor that tempted us to undertake this research The objective of
the present study 1s to throw sufficient light on the chronology and history of the Sultans of Bengal
through numismatic study. Attempt has been made to analyze critically the comns in the context of the
history of the period with a view to reaching the proper and up to date chronology of the Sultans, their

coin types and the messages revealed through them.

Roughly from more than two thousand coms of Sultani Bengal from the collection of BNM including
some nvaluable hoard comns. a selection was made for the study. The selected comns have been classified
on the basis of their legend Designs, due to their complexity and obscurity have not been taken, as the
basis of classification. morcover there 1s no accepted standard or norm of design. Sometimes the same
design has been described differently as a separate design due to its cut off in the middle. A variety of
designs have been described simply as ' in a decorative bordered circle’ or ‘ornamented circle' To avoid all
these problems a new classification has been arranged on the basis of legend and  metal: Type 'A ' for
gold. Tvpe 'B' for silver and Type 'C 'for copper have assigned. For each Sultan their gold. silver and

copper coms are described according to our classifications and a select catalogue has been made.

Bengal Sultan’s coins generally are of silver, a small quantty of gold is known. Copper cons are rare only
a few arc known and their genuineness 1s doubtful. The endeavor was made to mention as good as
possible the known gold comns of Bengal Sultans including the published and unpublished gold coms in
the collection of the Bangladesh National Muscum and of some private collections. Like the gold comns
fractional coms arc also rare and not commonly known. So, they have also been classified  according to
their denommations and legends. For the present study both original and sccondary sources were used
Primanly coms from the collection of Bangladesh National Muscum have been used. Besides these some
private collections at home and abroad were also studied. Firstly the endeavor was made to study the
ongmnal coms directly and in the case of non-availability of the oniginal. photographs of the comns were
used. As a sccondany source published catalogues and works, both books and articles were look into. For
accuracy 1n this case published photographs were preferred. Some sale catalogues and their photographs
are also been used and incase of less clear coin the photograph of the sale catalogue has been illustrated.
Some related unpublished research thesis of Dhaka Umiversity and Rajshahi Umiversity are also used and
the information of the inscriptions was used where needed. Known facts of  history on the basis of the

information’s obtained from the study of the coins have been reconstructed wherever necessary. For

" Sir Jadu-Nath Sarkar. The history of Bengal, vol 11, Muslim Period, 1200 -1757, Dacca: The University of Dacca,
(Isted 1948) Srd impression 1976, (henceforth, HB. [1). pp. 502 -3

5
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historically unknown events the endeavor was made to reconcile the information of the coins with history
to reach an acceptable conclusion for the accurate and latest chronology of the rulers of the penod For
practical rcason all the con dates of a ruler or every one of a type according to the marginal decoration
have not been mcluded The side of the coin with the Sultan's name or the beginning of the legend are
treated as obverse Also if the com bears the Kalima, that side 1s taken as the obverse. Hyri and Common

Era dates are ndicated by AH and CE. but when both appear together an oblique stroke separates the two

With the help of  matenals mentioned above, a humble attempt has been made to reach the objective, to
reconstruct an up to date history and chronology of the rulers of the period. By analysis of the coin based
mformation. inconsistencies of the events have been adjusted and investigations were undertaken to fill up
the gaps of Bengal history along with throwing some light on unrecorded events through comparative

explanations

We cannot claim to be fully satisfied with our attempts and objectives. But we have tried our level best to
reach our goal We have tnied to reconstruct accurate chronology of the Bengal Sultans and also tried to
rebuild the facts on the basis of the information of the coins, tried to describe the new coin types of the
Sultans and their new mints. also new dates based on new finds and discovenies. Through this endeavor, 1t
has been possible to know some new information, new comns, munts and dates along with a more accurate
chronology for the independent Sultans of Bengal from Fakhruddin Mubarak down to Ghiyasuddin
Mahmud 1 ¢ from 737-945AH. This will facilitate the reconstruction of the history of Sultani Bengal.
Above all. after about eighty vears three new rulers names come to be known for the first time through the
nurmismatic evidences. 1t s hoped that this research wall help to bring others to undertake similar rescarch

in future.
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Historical Background

In ancient umes the region which was later on known as Bengal, (1.¢. the Bengali speaking regions of the
north-castern India. present Bangladesh and west Bengal) was not a single country, and was divided into

several small principalities 1 ¢ Janapadas.

No rehiable information about the history of ancient Bengal 1s available. The prehistory is obscure. No
Paleolithic culture or Neolithic habitation is traccable’ There is no mention of Bengal i the Vedic
literature. The first mention of the name Vangas (people of Vanga) is found in Aitareya Aranyaka™ 1t is
known from the legendary story of the Mahabharata that the region which is later time called Bengal was
divided into five Janapadas: Anga, Kalinga, Shuhmma, Pundra and Vanga® At present these are known
as. Bihar (Anga) Onssa (Kalinaga), part of west Bengal (Shuhmma) and part of Bangladesh (Pundra and
Vanga) Dated lustory of Bengal begins from 326 BC in reference to the stand made by the Gangandai
and Parsiol against the probable march of Alexander® Vanga existed as a Janapada roughly from fourth
century BC to fourth century CE’. Pundra was the name of the northwest part of Bangladesh 1¢ the
Varendra region including Mahasthangarh. in Bogra district which has been identified as Pundranagar, the

ancient Pundravardhana and the southeast part up to the sea was known as Vanga.

The name of Vanga was not only mentioned n the legendary stories of the Mahabharata and Antareya
Brahman and m ancient Indian literatures like Harivamsa. Ramayana, Arthashastra and Brihar Samhita
but also mentioned i nscriptions. copper-plate-grants, and traveler's reports” At least up to twelfth

century CE Vanga meant south and cast Bengal’

According to Rivaz "The name of Bengal was onginally 'Bang’ and the reason why the word 'al' was
added 1o 1218 this: '@/" in the Bengali language means an ‘embankment’ or raised ground, which 1s placed

round a garden or cultivation. so that floods may not enter it. As in ancient tmes the chicftains of

' Firoz Mahmud and Habibur Rahman, The Museums in Bangladesh , Dhaka: Bangla Academy, 1987, p.36.
“ AL L 1 Keith . Ait. Ar. 101, 200, quoted in HB.i . p7. B. C. Law. Ancient Indian Tribes, vol. ii, London : Luzac
& Co. 1934, p 2
' Panchanan Tarkaratna (ed). \Mahabharata, Adi Parva chapter 104, the account is also found in the Puranas cf.
Vatsva. ch 48y 77T Vavu. ch 99.1. 85ff quoted m HB.1.p 36. fn.1
"Mohd Abdur Rahim and others. Bangladesher Itihas (History of Bengal (in Bangla), (henceforth Jiihas), Dacca:
nawroze Kitabistan, 1977.p.9: Gaurinath Shastri, Sanskrit Shahityer ltihas, Calcutta: Swaraswat
Library,1376B S.pp.29-36
* H.C. Rovchaudhury, ~The legendary period”, R C. Majumdar (ed), History of Bengal, Vol. 1, Dacca: University of
Dacca, 3rd impression 1976(henceforth, /B, 1) P. 35,
" Ruhul Quddus Mohd. Salch. Muslim Amale Benglar Takshal Nagari |204-1858 CF. Ekti Mudra Vitk
Anusaandhana (in Bangla) unpublished Ph.D. thesis (Rajshahi University) 1998) pp 7-8

Ibid 9. B.C Sen. Some Historical Aspects of the Inscriptions of Bengal Calcutta: University of Calcutta, 1942). p
&
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Bengal. . used to raise mounds about ten cubits high and twenty cubits broad, and to make homes.

cultivations and butlding within them, people used to call this country Bangalah”

After the coming of the Mushims in the beginning of the thirteenth century the name Bengal was applied
to the whole of Bengal for the first time, It was Shamsuddin llyas shah. the founder of the llyas Shahi
dvnasty. who for the first time by uniting all the north-west, south and eastern parts of Bengal 1.
Lakhnauti (Gauda). Satgaon and Sunargaon, renamed it as Bangalah and he was known to the historians
as ‘Shah-1-Bangalah'. 'Shah-i- Bangalivan' and 'Sultan-i-Bangalah”. Therefore, the name of Bengal or
Bangalah is the out come of Muslim effort. Incidentally it was Ilyas Shah who established the independent
rule of Bengal The political or geographical boundaries of Bengal during the Sultani period cannot be
fixed with certainty. The extant of the boundaries varied in different periods under different Sultans. The
arca which was within the jurisdiction of the Bengal Sultans up to 1538CE was termed Bengal.

In ancient times cach Janapada had a separate name and was different from its sister Janapadas and was
ruled i an individual style. There was no united rule of any central authonity. Each Janapada was self
sufficient for the necessities of its people. There was no large-scale trade within a single Janapada or in an
inter-Janapada basis in the carly stages. Perhaps the agniculture based sclf-sufficient villages did not need

it also and barter svstem or exchange of commodities prevailed'.

The carly history of Bengal is obscure and the history of its conage 1s more obscure. We are not n a
position to ascertain in the present state of our knowledge when moncy cconomy or coinage was
mtroduced m Bengal But it is reasonable to hold that like other countrics of the world in ancient times
barter system was in vogue in Bengal But with the passage of time, dire necessity. the growth of the
produce. and development of the society there evolved a common thing medium of exchange which
varied country 1o country and time to time. As an example cow'' and later time nishka'® (ornament) were
regarded as the medium of exchange in India. Probably in Bengal paddy or rice was used as medium of

exchange i ancient times. As the proverb records:
"FAGLE I A ¥R TRWR 1 (1)
DI o1 g 9 W e wlR )

“paddy 1s considered as the highest wealth next 1s cow,

gold and silver have some value. remainders are ashes (nothing)™.

* Ghulam Hossain Salim. Rivaz-us- Salatin. Enghsh Translation by Abdus Salam. Delhi: Idarah i Adabiyat-i
Delli, 1903. Reprint. 1975(henceforth Rivaz, P. 20, Ain- i -Akbari of Abul Fazal also explains the onigin of the term
Bangalah. (Eng. Trans) Vol 11 p. 115,

* Shams-i-Siraj Aff, Tarikh-1- Firuz Shahi, Calcutta 1890, P. 114-118 quoted by Abdul Kanm in Sultani Amol. p.
177

" Syed Amirul Islam. Bangla Anchaler ltthas: Natun Drishtikone Ekti Samikhsa (History of the Bengal Region, An
mterpretation with o new approach ( in Bangla), ( henceforth Ekti Samikhsa), Dhaka : Papyrus, 1996, P. 26

"' Surendra Kisor Chakraborty. .4 study of Ancient Indian Numismatics ( Indigenous System). Mymensing 1931, P.
19.



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

In most of the villages of Bengal in ancient times purchases were made by the exchange of paddy. Even
some hundred vears ago as a general rule, the payments of the Pami (Ferry). washer man. barber ete. were
made by paddy in the villages. In Bengal paddy gained currency probably due to flexible divisibility of it

according to need instead of cow or Nishka.

In Kalahan's Rajatarangim 'dinnarojjamacirika’ occurs side by side with 'dhanyojjamacinkja’, denoting
respectively a bond of debt for ‘cash' and a bond of debt for grain'™ also get currency in favor of paddy as
medium of exchange With the advancement of society and the development of various types of crafis to
facilitate the exchange of the surplus products, gradually metal took over as medium of exchange. But it 1s
not possible to ascertain when and by whom metallic coin was introduced first in Bengal. The earliest
coins of the Bengal are punch marked, as are the carliest coms of the sub-continent and are believed to

have evolved during circa 6th century BC

During the historic period under the Imperial Mauryas (C.322 BC- 185 BC) North Bengal was a province
under them with Pundranagar as its capital. Pundranagara has been identified with Mahasthangarh The
first recorded evidence about coins in the Bengal region 1s found in the Brahmi inscription of the Mauryan
period of 3rd century BC discovered from Mahasthangarh. It indicates that "Pundanagal’ (1 c.
Pundranagar. dentificd as present Mahastangarh) was under the jurisdiction of the Mauryans. This
mscription reffered to two comns named 'Gandaka' and 'Kakanika', probably they were small fractional
coin umts. Morcover. considerable number of silver punch Marked coins, which may well be placed in the
Mauryan period. have been found from vanous parts of Bangladesh. Recently m 1998 through systematic
archacological excavation in Mahasthangarh a hoard of 93 silver punch marked coins were discovered
from the specific stratum of the Mauryan period'. Bedsides some cast copper coins and some silver
punch marked coins were also found earlier from the Mahasthangarh area'” Bogra (Mahastangarh).
Rajshahi. Mymensing districts of Bangladesh and Wan-Bateswar villages of greater Dhaka also produced
considerable number of silver punch marked coins during casual digging of the earth’® Silver punch
marked coins of the Mauryan period of Mahasthangarh proves archaeologically not only the Mauryan
occupation of Pundra area but also indicate that their coins were used as medium of exchange. currency in
the region during Maurvan rule. These silver Punch Marked coins are, according to P L. Gupta. 'the

impenal senies’ of comns. having a group of five symbols on the obverse and found from all over India. P.

" Ibid. P. 2: The Vishka. Oniginally a gold ornament, was also at this time a unit of value. Ibid. p. 21. F.N. 19,

" Ragatarangini of Kalahan. Tr. M.A_ Stein, Westminster. 1900 . Vol, 111, p. 313, quoted by Kamrunnisa Islam.

"Coinage in Ancient Bengal". Journal of the Varendra Research Museum, (henceforth JVRAM), Vol. 1. Part 1, 1972,
40,

Fi Md. Shafiqul Alam and Jean- Francois Salles (ed), France-Bangladesh joint Venture Excavations at

Aahasthangark First Interim Report, 1993 -1999. Dhaka: Department of Archaeology, Bangladesh, 2001, p.229.

'* Pakistan Archacology. Journal of the Department of Archacology. Pakistan, Vol. 5. Karachi, 1968. p. 111.

'" Muhammad Rezaul Karim. "Some Silver Punch Marked coins of Wari-Bator," Proceedings of the Fourth South

Astan Archaeological Congress. Dhaka, (henceforth Fourth Congress 1991), (Department of Archaeology.

Bangladesh). 1991. p. 53
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L Gupta mchned to identufy these cons as the issues of the imperial Maurvans because before them there

was no ruler of the wholc of India 1o strike coins'’

But other than these impenal series of punch marked coins two separate groups of silver punch marked
coms were found from the Bengal region which are important. Some punch marked comns having three
svmbols cach on the obverse are found from Anga region. According to Michael Mitchiner they are the
coins of Anga. He also thinks that those coins were struck before the conquest of Anga by Bimbisara of
Magadha (¢ 500 B.C) These coins arc made of base silver and only found within the limits of Anga
through excavation in three sites in Bengal, at Bangarh, Harinarayanpur and Chandraketugarh. the
terntory of Anga All the twentv-three coins are of Karshapana weight standard (3.3-3.7 grams) of two
weights. one karshapana and one-fourth Karshapana'™ These coins have certain svmbols which
distinguish them from other series and have not been found from anywhere else. So, these comns may be

regarded as the local cons or Janapada coins of Anga.

Likewise there have been found some silver punch marked coins with four symbols in each and have been
indentified as early local coins of Vanga on the basis of the find place Wan-Bateswar in greater Dhaka,
the present Narshinghdi district. Wari-Bateswar also yielded several silver punch marked. Coins of the
‘impenal Maunvan senes’ There 1s no evidence to prove that the influence of Mauryans was extended
bevond the River Jamuna, the find place of those coins. But the presence of the considerable number of
silver punch marked comns of the Mauryan period indicates the engagement of large-scale maritime trade
in the region from 2nd century BC to 2nd century CE. We have no idea or evidence to ascertain whether
this arca was directly controlled by the Mauryans or by their feudatonies and we have no idea who were
responsible for the issuance of the local coins of Vanga as well as the impenal coins found at the Wan-
Bateswar But it may be assumed that the Vanga coins were produced locally as no such symbols, boat.
bird. lobster. fish including sun and six-armed symbols, are found in any other punch marked serics
discovered clsewhere: The imperial serics coins found in the locality are come through trade”. All the
Vanga punch marked coms are of the Karshapana weight standard. The world-renowned Mushn cloth
was produced in and around here. where was a center for export of Muslin and Elephants were also traded
there™. Therefore. it may be summarized that from Mauryan times or earlier coin cconomy was prevalent

in Bengal.

Mauryan rule lasted in Bengal probably from 324 BC to 187 BC. But the history of the penod, between
the end of the Maunans to the take over by the Guptas. is obscure and uncertain™. Periplus of the

Erythrian Sea recorded that Calniy a gold coin was current in the market town of Gange at about the first

" Parmeshwari Lal Gupta, Coins . New Delhi: National Book Trust, India. ( Third Edition, Reprint) .1979, p. 16.
" Michael Mitchiner. The Origin of Indian Coinage, London: Hawkins Publications: 1973, pp. 50-52

" Fourth Congress. 1991. pp. 53-56,

" Ekti Samikhsa. P 181

' Ithas, P11
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century CE Gange has been idenufied with Tamralipu of Bengal™. Shunga terracotta plagues were found
in Mahastangarh and some Kushana gold comns were also discovered from vanous places i Bengal, but
there 1s no evidence to prove Kushana occupation and rule in Bengal™ It is true that no Kushana coms are
found in the cxcavations in the region™ but through stray diggings some Kushana gold coms have been
discovered from Comulla regions. It may be mentioned here that Bangladesh National Museum has
procured several Kushana gold comns of Kamishka. Hubishka, Vasudeva and later Kushanas. said to have

been found in the Comulla region, the eastem part of Bangladesh.

The next rulers in Bengal were the impenal Guptas who ruled in Bengal from circa 300CE to 545CE™ It
scems that during the rule of Samudra Gupta all Bengal cxcept Samatata was under his sway. But
Samatata was a tributary state of the Guptas as the llahabad inscription reveals™. The Guptas issued both
the gold and silver coms. Some of their silver coins are also been found in Bengal but several types of
gold coms of varous Gupta rulers have been discovered from Bengal. Among these the archer type. a
king standing with a bow. and Lakshmi scated tvpe s the most common type and variously imitated by
subsequent rulers. Several Gupta gold coins are found in Bengal and preserved in the museums of both
Bangladesh and India The discovery of numerous gold coms of the Guptas indicate the affluence of
Bengal and are evidence of prosperous internal and external trade. The carly gold cons of the Guptas
followed the weight standard of the Kushanas as well as the coin standared after the Kushana prototype™.
The gold coins are known as dinaras and silver coins are known as rupakas. Earlier they used the weight
of the gold coms in average of 121 grams following the Kushana weight of which 107 grams are pure
gold and the rest alloy. probably it was the current standard of the time. In the later period the weight was
raised to an average of 144 to 146 grams.but the gold contents falls to an average of 70 grams only™
Their silver coms of the Karshapana standard was of 36 grams. Dunng Gupta rule the ratio between
diara and rupaka were 116 1¢ the rato between gold and silver. But 'the ratio between a dinara and a
rupaka was not a fixed one. and it varied from time to time and place to place™ ' During Gupta rule (circa
300-300CE) almost the whole of Bengal (Pundra and Vanga) was under their sway™. But the Maurvas,

had ruled only Pundra

After the dechne of the Gupta empire in the early part of the sixth century there sprung small principalities

all over northern India and during this time in the sixth century there emerged two independent kingdoms

“ Ibid, p.12: Kamrunnisa Islam, JIRM, p. 43.

A KM Zakana. Bangladesher Pratna Sampada (Arachacological Treasure of Bengladesh (in Bengla),
(henceforth. Prama Sampada) Bangladesh Shilpokala Academy: Dhaka, 1984 p. 13

“' M. Harunur Rashid."The Mainamati Gold Coins', Bangladesh Lalita Kala, Vol, 1 No. 1, (Journal of the Dhaka
Muscum), Dhaka 1975, P 42

f‘ Dines Chandra Sircar. Pal Purba Yuger amsanucharita ( in Bangla) Kolkata® Salitya Lok, 1985, P 188-18Y
* JVRM. Vol. |. Part 1 P43

© AS. Alickar. Contage of theGupta Empire. Banaras: The Numismatic Society of India. 1957. P. 296,
“JVRM. Vol I Pan 1. P 45.

“ibid. p 46

“"Nihar Ranjan Roy. Bangalir ltihas, Adi Parva, Calcutta: De's Publishing, 1400BS, P. 319,
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in Bengal. in south-cast Bengal and the southern part of the West Bengal (Vanga) and another one in the

north-west part of Bengal (Gauda).

Among the independent kings of Vanga three names are found from copper plate grants. Gopachandra,
Dharmaditva and Samachardeva. They all assumed the utle Maharajadhiraja which indicates their
independence and their status as. powerful kings. They ruled from circa 552-600CE™ . Before them one
Vamyagupta ruled the same arca as Maharaja™, a lower status than Maharajadhiraja. But Vainyagupta
ruled over castern. southern and western Bengal This impenal province of the Guptas constituted an
independent kingdom under Gopachandra and his successors” Among these three Shamacharadeva was

the only one who issued gold comns with the title Narendraditya.

During the sccond half of the seventh century while the Later Guptas were established in Magadha and
Gauda. there emarged the Khadgas in south-cast Bengal. From the copper plate grants two feudatory
familics Lokanath and the Ratas are known who ruled in Tripura-Noakhali regions and most probably
were the feudatories of Khadgas who later became independent™. After them the Devas, the kings of
Harikela. the Chandras and the Varmans ruled in succession. From the disintegration of the Gupta empire
down to the comig of the Senas this part of Bengal (sout-heast) was never occupied by north and west

Bengal

During the middle of the sixth century CE. Gauda was under the later Guptas, they were at war with the
Maukharies. Taking this opportunity Mahasamanta of the Gupta kings of Magadha-Malava, Sasanka
occupied the Gauda. sometime before 606CE. Sasanka established himself as an independent ruler of
Gauda making Karmasuvama s capital After the later Guptas three rulers of Gauda-Bengal issued coins
but only m gold They are Jayanaga, Samacardeva and Sasanka. Many of their gold coins have been
found, from different parts of Bengal™ They are of the 144 grains standard but much debased.

Few kings after Samacharadeva issued a large number of gold coins found in Sabhar and Kotalipara
These comns are much debased and crude. imitating the Gupta gold coins of the archer type. These comns
are found sometimes along with the cons of Sasanka and Shamacharadev. Only two names of kings from
these coins have been ascertamed-Prithuvi(ra)ja and Sudhanyaditya™ These two and coins of uncertain

names were most probably 1ssued in the Vanga area after Gopachandara’”

"' Ramesh Chandra Majumdar, Bangladesher [tihas, (in Bangla)Vol. 1, Calcutta: General Printers and Publishers
Pvt. Lid. 1992, P 37

 HB.1.pp.50-52

" Ioid. p. 52

" tihas. p. 80.

" JVRM. Val, I, Part 1. p47.

“B.N. Mukherjec opined that the reading of the name is wrong. it 'should now be attributed to vasuvarma or
Vasuvarman. He could have been a successor of Deva Varman in interalia Samatata’ See B.N. Makherjee, Post-
Cupta Comages of Bengal (henceforth P.G. Coinages). Caleutta: Coin Study Circle. 1989, P I8,

" HB.L.PP 53-54
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Gupta coms had considerable influence on the comage of the later period. Mainly the archer type of Gupta
coms were imitated by some known and unknown kings of south-cast Bengal A fairly large number of
imitations of Gupta gold coins have come to hght. These imitations were not a slavish copy of the Gupta
gold cons, but were a bit different in design, particularly on the reverse a six or eight armed goddess was
depicted and there were subtle differences in the execution of the standing king™. All these show the

prolonged influence of Gupta comage during subsequent periods in Bengal

After the death of Sasanka in 637-38 the political condition of Bengal became chaotic and anarchy
prevailed up to the emergence of Pala rule For nearly hundred vears Bengal is again i the grip of

Maishanyay was spht up into small principalitics who quarreled with one another.

In the muddle of the cighth century Pala rule was established in Gauda eliminating the anarchy. peace and
prosperity of the country was restored. Some of the Pala kings extended their sway beyond the limits of
Bengal  and they ruled for nearly four hundred years. Their rule ends circa 1140 - S5CE to give way to
the Senas in Bengal. Some Pala ruler temporanly extended their sway up to south-cast Bengal, c.g.

Mahipala 1"

Most probably duning Pala rule the country's economy was agam turned nto a non-coin based system.
From this period no coin from Bengal 1s found and most probably kauri was the only medium of
exchange. Though a type of silver coin of Sri Vigra type and a few copper cons are tentatively assigned
to the carly Pala empire. scholars have raised questions about them. Because the so-called Sri vigra type
coms arc very few and cannot by any means be definitely identified with Pala rule. According to Abdullah
Faruq that silver was mimported from outside and 1t would not been possible to import silver for certain
reason and probably an economic upheaval happened during this time, because afterwards gold coins

were also completely disappeared and kauri was current as medium of exchange”'.

With the fall of the Palas in the late eleventh century Hemanta Sena, a feudatory of Palas established his
own rule. This family ruled up to the middle of the thirteenth century in Bikrampur area. Bijoy Sena, son
of Hemanta Scna conquered almost the whole of Bengal. The famous Lakshman Sena the fourth ruler of
the dynasty was defeated by Bakhtivar Khalji in 1205CE. which paved the way of the Muslim rule in
Bengal The Palas and Scenas were powerful rulers no doubt. but no metallic coins, which can be assigned

to both these penods. have vet been found.

During Pala rule their contemporaries in south-cast Bengal ie. in Samatata there were the Devas who
ruled roughly between 750 and 800CE. Before them Vadras, Khadgas. Ratas and the family of Loknath

ruled in Samatata while in the northern part of Bengal the Gauda region was on the grip of anarchy. The

" PG comnage pp 21 - 24

" Pratna Sampada. pp.15-16.

" RK. Sharma, "Dakshin-Purba Bangler Pala Shasak ke"(in Bangla) Proceedings of the Tenth History
Congressm.Dhaka: Bangladesh Itihas Parisad. 1977, pp. 28-35.

"' Abdullah Faruq. Bangladesher Arthanaitic Itihas (Economic History of Bangladesh ) Dhaka: University Book
Society. Second ed. (1983) 1390 B.S. P 195
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kings of Hartkela ruled i the ninth century CE., the Chandras ruled between circa 900-1045CE and the
Varmans ruled between eirca 1080-1150CE™ in samatata. Which 1s comprised of present-day Noakhali,

Feni. Lakahmipur. Chandpur and Comilla districts of Bangladesh®

It is curious enough that the great Pala rulers of north-westen Bengal did not issue any metallic cons. the
rulers of varnous dynasties in the south-east issued coins on a regular basis. The Devas struck gold coins
with the epithet Sri-Vangala Mriganka and several of their gold coins were discovered from the Comilla-
Mainamati arca. from the capital of the Devas. Devaparvata™, Several post Gupta gold coins of later
successive debased metal and poorly exccuted design have been discovered from the excavations at
Mainamati (Comilla region) Al these gold coins may be assigned to the rulers of Samatata, south-cast
Bengal

Among the Khadga kings Deva Khadga, Rajabhata and Balabhata ssued gold coins following the Gupta
imitation of archer type”. Among the Ratas Jivadharanarata and Sridharanarata issued gold coins. A king
standing with a bow on the obverse and a six-armed standing goddess on the reverse®. i.e. an imitation of
the Gupta archer tvpe. Devakhadga also issued comns of the same archer tvpe mn gold but with some
minute differcnces Sometimes the goddess has eight hands and the object held by her differs™. Some
Harikela gold coms have also been found from excavations of Salban Vihara in Mainamati, dated to circa
8th century CE. BN Mukharjee thinks The types were borrowed from the silver coinage of Harikela™.
Mukharjec opines that by the end of the 7th century CE or carly 8th century CE the gold coinage of
Samatata ended and a pure silver currency linked up with the Harikela was adopted™. Samatata was the
main area of circulation of the "king as archer and standing goddess™ type of gold com. The weight of the
coins range from 3 6 1o 5 7 grams. They may have been struck of the 50 rati weight standard and may be

taken as aretha or half satamana following A S Altekar™'.

The Chandras came to power in the last quarter of the ninth century CE. They had a long reign and
Vikrampur was thar capital. They had some powerful rulers who were responsible for issuing regularly a
type of silver comn with recumbent bull in one side and tripartite symbol (Triratna) on the other side with
sun and moon symbols. These coins are found abundantly from the Comilla region through excavations
and casual diggings. Two hundred and twenty four silver coins were discovered from the excavations at
Shalban Vihara in Mamamati. It 1s the only known place to have yielded coms in scientific excavations,
and are popularly known as Mamamat Silver comns, likewise the gold comns of Smatata are generally

known as Mamamati gold coins These Mamamati silver coins bear on the obverse above the bull, a

“* Abdul Momum Chaudhury. Dynastic History of Bengal. Dacca: Asiatic Society of Bangladesh, 1967, pp. 144
"' P.G.Coinages. p.18.

"" M. Harunur Rashid. Mainamati. p. 49-50.

" Ibid. p.38.

* Ibid. p.39.

“ Ibid. p. 28.

“bid. p 29
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legend. which has been vanoush read as 'Yan Knva' Yanknya. Hankota. Can Kata, panketa or Pattikera,
B N Mukharjee proposes that some of the coms should be read as Harikela or Hankela. He also opined
that the kingdom of Hankela existed in the Chittagong region and sometimes extended up to Sirhatta
mandala These silver species must be related to the silver coins of Chandra dynasty of Arakan” But
Kamrunmsa has nghtly pomnted out that" The number of these coins (Mammamati comns) and their
associates, find-spot and other evidence. strengthen the view that these were issued locally by a

sufficiently powerful and prosperous dynasty of independent rulers and not imported from Arakan""

From the disintegration of the Gupta Empire down to the Senas, south-cast Bengal was never occupied by
north and west Bengal In south- cast Bengal the Khadgas, the Ratas. the Devas. the rulers of Harikela. the
Chandras. and the Varmans ruled in succession and most of them issued coins. The coins of these
Samatata kings probably existed up to the merger with the kingdom of the Sultans of Bengal The
issuance of coms on a regular basis by the Samatata kings 1s also supported by circumstantial cvidence of
the period Bengal was known to the Arab traders at least in the 10th century and some Abbasid gold and
silver coins were also discovered from the Smatata arca. A gold coin of the last Abbasid Khalifa Al
Mustasim Billah of Baghdad was discovered from Maimamat and also coins of thefamous Harunar Rashid
of Baghdad were recovered from Paharpur, and provide evidence of Arab trade with Bengal By then,
Bengal was most probably linked with the maritime international trade of the route which extended

through the Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean up to China.

In the early thirteenth century Muizzuddin Mubamad bin Sam's empire extended from Ghazna in
Afghamistan to Gauda-Verndra in Bengal. The first Muslim march happened in the middle of Ramadan
601AH corresponding to May 1205CE when the Turkish general Bakhtivar Khalp by defeating Lakshman
Sen captured Nadiva and Gauda™ Bakhtivar as a subordinate officer of Qutbuddin Aibak who was the
viceregal representative of Mwizzuddin Mubhamad bin - Sam, Bakhtiyar issued the gold comn to
commemorate the victory of Gauda from Bengal in the name of Muhammad bin Sam. Thus 1s the first
Mushim comn of Bengal. and a comn based economy was resumed after a long interval. After the new
conquest by the Mushms. Bengal expenenced a basic change in the economy. New construction of
religious buildings like Mosque. Madrasah and Khangahs. and non religious activity the bwilding of
infrastructure roads. brnidges. garrisons create a mobility in the economic field after a long static period in

Bengal

No coimns of the Sena penod have been discovered yet. It 1s a known fact that the preliminary coms of a
newly conquered land always follows the existing coin of the land. But Bakhtiver did not find a prototype

in Bengal. rather he issued coins following the indigenous weight standard of tola weight of 175 grams.

T AS. Alickar. The Comage of the Gupta Empive (and 1is Imitations). Banaras: Numismatic Society of India,
1975, P.335,

“B. N. Mukherjee. "The Original Territory of Harikela". Bangladesh Lalit Kala (Journal of the Dacca Muscum).
Dacca, 1975, Vol L. No. L. p. 117

“JVEM. Vol 1. Pant 1. p 52
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Ulumately this weight standard was adopted by the Delln Sultans for their national coinage of India, and
was followed by the Suns and Mughals nght up to the Briush rule. Therefore, it was Bakhuyar Khalp
who not only remtroduced a regular com based economy in Bengal but should be given credit for
introducing the tola weight standard i Bengal and a comn economy which never ceased But it took nearly
one hundred years to cstablish a firmly con based economy in the whole of Bengal. Although duning the
first phase of the Mushm conquest their Sultanat was confined in the north and north west Bengal But in
the end of the thirteenth century the whole Bengal was under the Mushm rule. And probably with the
possession of the Chittagong port which was connected with the international maritime trade route up to
China, the cconomy of Bengal got a momentum. Coin based commerce and trade flourished which
facilitated the establishment of the conage system of Bengal on a firm footing. But in the carly period
while Bengal was a province of the Dell Sultanat, problems of conquest, consolidation, administration
and organization in an alien country, it took time to take proper shape. It was only after the independence
of Bengal i 1337 CE that the currency system was established. Though some sporadic attempts were
made carlicr by some Bengal governors or adventures to shake off Delhi’s hold and declare independence
and striking coms n their own name.like Al Mardan, Iwad, Yuzbak these were short lived and could not
leave any permanent influence on Bengal ecconomy or the currency and comage system. In the comnage
system of the sub- continent Bengal played a great role. While Delhi was following the comage system of
Shahis and Delhiwally and Lakshmi type Indian coms. Bengal issued the 'Gauda Vijoye' coin with Mushm
and Turkish elements Bengal offered the tola standard weight for the conage system of Delhi. Agamn the
type mtroduced by Iwad in Bengal, for his independent coins, has been adopted by the Delli Sultan
ltutmish for s Delhi coms. Sull it was during the independent rule of Bengal that the coinage system get
a new shape and look which could be identified as Bengal coinage with regular metal weight and

iscriptions or legends

' Parmeswari Lal Gupta. “The date of Bakhtiyar Khalji's occupation of Gauda®, /I R\, Vol 4 1975-76. p.33
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Chapter 2

Coins of Bengal as a Province of the Delhi Sultanat

The vista of the Muslim conquest of Bengal opens with the advent of Muhammad Bakhtuvar Khalp at
Nadiya wm 601/1205. which he occupied after attacking and easily defeating the ruling king
Lakshmansena' Muhammad Bakhtiyar. an adventurer commander, was sub-ordinate to Qutb ud din
Aibak who was a viceroy n India under Muizzuddin Muhammad bin Sam, Sultan of Ghor. After this
victory “He (Bakhuivar) stopped only for a few days at Nudiya to collect booty... and swept forward to
strike at Gaur™ He conquered Gauda in 601AH. Thus Bengal was annexed as a province of the Delhi

Sultanat

Nearly for one and half centuries. from 601AH to 739/1205 - 1336 Bengal remained a province. In reality
some sporadic attempts were made to separate this region from the Sultanat during this period by certain
governors whenever they got the opportunity to do so and struck coins and read the Khutbah in their own

names. However. they were subjugated by the Delhi Sultans.

Striking coms and reading khutbah during Friday prayers were the prerogatives of an independent Sultan
and the msigma of his sovereignty. Therefore, we find coins from Bengal bearing the names of Dellu
Sultans. but struck by their appointed governors. Some of the coins have only the names of the Delh
Sultans (classified as group A). some have the governors along with those of the contemporary sultans
(group B). some coms have the names of the governors only. who had tried to make themselves sovereign
(group C) So. the coms issued from Bengal during the period mentioned above may be divided into three
groups. called A B C respectively. The last group includes the governors appointed by the Delhi sultans

and those who got no appoinments but assumed the power on their own,

Out of twenty-six governors only eight struck coins as sovereigns. Of their coms only gold and silver are
known Gold coms arc classified as Type A and silver comns as Type B. No coins of this carly penod

issued m anv other metal have been found

"HB. Il p4
“Ibid. p 8
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Group A' Coms of the Delhr Sultans issued by the respective Bengal governors. There are eight Sultans

whose coms arc known from Bengal They are

Sultan Muizuddin Muhammad bin Sam (Sultan of Ghor)

2 Sultan Shamsuddin Hwutnish (Sultan of Delhi)

3 Sultan Ruknuddin Firuz (Sultan of Delhi)

4 Sultan Jalalatuddin Radivah (Sultan of Delhi)

3 Sultan Alauddin Masud (Sultan of Delhi)

6 Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud (Sultan of Delhi)

7. Sultan Ghivasuddin Balban (Sultan of Delhi)

% Sultan Muhammad bin Tughlaq (Sultan of Delhi)
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A 1. Coins of Muhammad Bin Sam 599 - 602/1202 - 1206

Muslim nunusmatic activity in Bengal begins with the victory over Nadiya and Gaur by Bakhuyar Khalj
in 60171205 Commemorating this historic event he 1ssued gold cons from Gaur, “and instituted there in,
eveny part. the reading of the Khuthah and the coming of money™. But whether he read the Khuthah and
1ssued coms i his own name or in the name of Sultan Muizzuddin Muhammad bin Sam was a matter of
contention among medicval and modern historians’ The discovery of a gold coin has climinated this
controverss  The gold com. which commemorates the victory over Gaur, 1s now preserved in the Briuish
Museum’ 1t 1s an romy that a duplicate commemorative coin was noticed and published by H. N. Wnight
as carly as 1936CE" But a partial blur in the coin legend kept this contention alive till recently. This coin
is preserved in the National Museum Delhi, and the British Museum coin is a die duplicate of the Delhi

piece. A third com of this type ts in the Smuthsoman Muscum, in USA.
Bengal coms of Muhammad bin Sam are of three types, all are of gold and of two denominations
Type A: Gold Coinage

Type Al Gold Tanka

In commemoration of the conquest of Gaur the coin was 1ssued in the name of Muhammad bin Sam. On

the obverse the effigy of a horseman certainly indicates the portrait of Sultan Muizzuddin Muhammad bin
Sam. He 1s shown weanng a long jubba (tunic) and turban, The circular legend on the obverse margin is
in Arabic save the two words Gauda vijoye which are in Devnagri, which indicate that. the con was
issued on the occasion of the conquest of Gauda' The Arabic legend is fi muntayif ramadéan sanah ahad
wa sttt miyah w the middle Ramadan the year 601" 1e. 1t reveals that the conquest of Gauda took place
in the mid-Ramadan, 601/1205.

The reverse legend 1s i Arabic and 1s in Naskh style The reverse discloses the name of Sultan
Muizzuddin Muhammad bin Sam with the title ay Sultan w'l mu'azzam in five lines, as Swltan ul
i azzam Muié wd dumyva wa 'd din abii | mugaffar Muhammad bin Sam. the great Sultan prestige of the

world and the religion father of victory Mohammad bin Sam'. We have no idea as to whether the local

" Minhay-1-Siraj /abaqgat-i-Nasirr, Eng. trans. H, G Raverty, Calcutta: Asiatic Socicty of Bengal, 1881 (reprint

New Delhi. 1970). Vol | (henceforth 7°N), p.559.

' Nizamuddin Ahmad categorically states that Bakhtiyar used a canopy as a symbol of royalty, had the Khutbah

recited and coin minted in lus own name: Khwajah Nizamuddin Ahmad, the Tabagar-i-Akbari, Vol. 1. Eng. tran

Brajendranath De. ed . Calcutta: Asiatic Siciety of Bengal. 1927. (henceforth 7:4). p. 51

* Journal of the Numusmetic Society of India (henceforth JNS/), Varanasi. vol. xxxv. 1973, pp. 196-7. Journal of the

Varendra Research Muscumi. Rajshahi, (henceforth JIRM), vol. iv, 1975-76, p.34.

“H. Nelson Wright. The Coinage and Metrology of the Sultans of Delhi, (henceforth( vinage). p.6. coin no. 3A.
JIRM. Vol iv. p 34, P L Gupta, "On the date of the horseman type of coin of Muhammad bin Sam". JNS/, xxxviii,

pp 86 - 87
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engravers were emploved for this task or Bakhuyar had with him any artisan brought from outside. The
weight of the com 1s 11 17 gm . which is inconsistent with the fola weight standard of 96 ratis. The mint
15 not mentioned on the con and provenance of the comns is not known. But from the Nagri legend Gaur
vijoye it can be surmised that the coin was issued from Gaur (Cat. no.1). Only three coins of Type Al are

known and cach bears the same legend.

Type A2 Gold 1/4" Tanka
The obverse bears the effigy of a horseman to left brandishing aloft a mace in lus night hand. The marginal

legend 1s not clear The reverse bears the name of Muhammad bin Sam in Nagri script m three hines.

Weight of this type varnies from 2 29 gm | to 2 30gms. (Cat. no 2)

Type A3 Gold 1/4" Tanka

The obverse bears an cffigy of a charging horseman (like Type A2) with a lance on the night. The circular
Nagri legend is not distinet

The reverse bears the name of the Sultan in Arabic in four lines. (Cat. no. 4)

The importance of the Gauda Vijoye con 1s manifold. It marks the beginming of renewed numismatic
activity 1in Bengal after a long mterval of at least five hundred vears. Moreover., it was the maiden 1ssue as
far as the Mushm numismatics of Bengal 1s concemed. The words in the Nagri script Gauda Vijoye
indicate that 1t was struck in Geauer on the occasion of its conquest and that Bakhtivar was the issuer. The
coin also testifics to Ilus lovalty to his master Muhammad bin Sam against whom he did not revolt
although the 7abakar-1-Akhari mentions that he assumed independent status. The comn s a
commemorative one confirming the date of the conquest of Gauda®, which happened in the middle of
Ramadan. 601AH as confirmed by P. L. Gupta”.

Thus the issue scts at rest all the contentions of the historians about the date and year of the conquest of
Gaur and also about the 1ssuing of coins by a licutenant on behalf of a sovereign ruler. It i1s a bilingual
coin having Arabic and Devnagri scripts. The latter proves that the scrnpt was prevalent in and around
Giaur at the time of the conquest. The effigy of a horseman 1s not very common for a Muslim coin. It is a
small picce of art as well The comn not only depicts the image of the Sultan but also provides
documentany evidence of the costume of a Mushm soldier of this period. This horseman type comn also
reflects the mnovatine power of the early Mushm rulers, as there were then no comns in circulation in
Bengal. which could have been accepted as a model for their coinage'”. This horseman type was followed
by the successive rulers. namely Ali Mardan and Shams ud din Iltutmish for their Bengal coins. None of

“T4. vol i p 51
“INSL vol xasy, pp 210 - 211
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the Delhi Sultans struck coms in this model and the cffigy of the Chauhana horseman is quite different
from that of the Bengal type horseman. So it can be surmised safely that this horseman type onginated in
Bengal independently. The Central Asian experience of the Khaljis was probably behind this issue It also
reminds the marching horsemen of the advance party of Bakhtiyar, popularly belived to be eighteen in
number' Finally the Gauda Vijoye coin of Bakhtiyar set the weight of Muslim coins for the first time i

the tola weight standard of indigenous ongin, which was adopted by subsequent Delly Sultans.

The second categony of horseman type (Type A2) coin (gold) of lower denomination came to light in
1984 The com was issued i the name of Muhammad bin Sam but the mint and date could not be
deciphered due to the illegibility of the marginal legend, But Gupta states that the provenance of this coin
1s castern Bengal™ Then on the basis of provenance it may be assumed that the coin was struck from
Cianr. Morover the type of horseman depicted on this com has no similanity with coms of northern India
1e. Chauhana horseman nor even with the horseman of Type Al, sull there are certan subtle
resemblances I we aceept the view that these coins were produced in Bengal then it is evident from their
cffigy that the engravers of full Tanka (Tyvpe A1) and fractional Tankas (Type A2 and A3) were not from
the same school

The weight standards of these coins are 2 30gms. which is similar to the Indian coins. Still it has some
connection with the coms of Ali Mardan Khalji. which are of the same weight standard, and there is no
doubt that the comns of Ali Mardan were being issued from Bengal. Although the Arabic engraving of
these coms has no resemblance to the Gawda Vijoye comns still the style of rendening the alphabet noon in
the word “Sultan” of both the cons are alike (Gauda Vijoye and above coin Type 2). Therefore, there are
certain similaritics and dissimilaritics between these two types of coins and we are not in a position with
our present information to accept Tvpe A2 and A3 cons as the product of Gaur mint or issues of Bengal
with certamnty . Therefore. untl a coin with a firm date and mint is found these coins may be regarded as

unassigned coms of Muhammad bin Sam.

No inscniption of Bakhtivar's period has come to hight yet. Therefore, the only positive record of the
eventful victory over Gauda is preserved by the Gauda Vijoye coin, a numismatic evidence of significant

importance

" Imitating the prevailing coin type is very much evident elsewhere outside Bengal.
i ¥
HB. i p
P L Gupta. "Horseman Type Tankahs of Muhammad bin Sam", Numismatic Digest (henceforth N1JJ. x, 1986,
Nasik: Indian Institute of Research in Numismatic Studies, Maharshtra, India, p. 107
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A 2. Sultan Shams ud din Htutmish 607 — 633/1211 - 1235

Before Htutmish Qutb ud din Aibak and Aram Shah reigned in Delhi Htutnush ascended the throne of
Delhi in 607/1211 and ragned for 23 years upto 633/1235. The first two successors of Muiz-ud-din
Muhammad Ghuri at Delhi. Qutb ud din Aibak and Aram Shah did not issuc any coins in their names. For
the prime task of consohdation of the newly conquered country they did not feel the need to organize the
currency system. Even [tutmish had no chance of thinking of it just after his ascension and had to depend
upon the prevalent currency system introduced by Muhammad Ghuri.  During the weak rule of Aram
shah, Htutnish's predecessor, most of the distant land had gone out of control. And he had to reconquer
not only those territories but also to pacify other claimants of the Sultanat like Yalduz and Qubacha.
Therefore. he had to depend on the prevailing currency of Delhiwals. But it was litutnush who
reorganized the comage afler Ghun and struck coms from several mints including Bengal. His carliest
coms were struck i billon and copper  Afterwards he also struck coins in gold and silver. His gold comns

are found only from the Bengal mint, Gauda and silver coins are reported from Delhi and Bengal mints'

His carliest coins from Bengal are of gold and silver dated in 614/1217 issued by the Bengal governor
‘Iwad from Ciandda It continued up to 616/1219 before “Iwad’s declaration of independence in 616AH.
“Iwad 1ssued silver coms i his own name as a sovereign ruler of Bengal. In 622/1225 beng freed from
his north western troubles Htutmish turned his attention towards south, his Bengal affairs. Bengal sull an
independent state ruled by “Iwad’ readily submitted to him. A treaty matenalised, “lwad accepted to pay
an indemnity and khuthah and sikka were again issued in the name of Delhi Sultan™ Roma Niyogi
proposes that a silver com of lltutmish dated 622AH bears both the names of [ltutmish and “lwad on the
same coin I this conjectural reading of Nivogi 1s taken to be correct then it will also be an addtional
support in favour of the event'”. But soon after this ‘Iwad shook off the allegiance and ousted the Sultan’s
governor Alauddin Jani from Bihar in 623AH. In 624/1227 Prince Nastruddin marched agamnst “lwad.
defeated him and he was slain. Nasiruddin Mahmud took over the charge of governorship of Bengal.
Again coins began to be issued from Bengal mint in the name of the Delhi Sultan Htutmush,

lltutmish’s Bengal coms may be divided into two major groups (A) Gold coins (B) Silver coins

Probabaly no coins of copper or billon or denominational coins of silver were issued from Bengal

ltutmish’s gold comns are found only from the Bengal mint of Gaur. Only two of his gold coins have been
discovered so far and are of two types. These are coins of ‘horseman type’, modeled after ‘Gauda Vijoye'

comns of Muhammad bin Sam and comns of "Ali Mardan, struck by the Bengal governor ‘lwad in the name

" Conage. pp 15 - 21
"IN (Raverty). p 610
" Roma Nivogi. "A umque coin from Bengal and a review of Iwad's career”, JNSL XL, 1978, pp. 42 - 43 & 51
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of Htutrmsh One of the coms was acquired by the Amencan Numismatic Society (ANS). Washington
D C .. the other 15 1n the collection of Kaiser Friedrich Museum (KFM), Berlin'®

Type A: Gold Coin
Type Al Gold Tanka

The obverse bears the effigy of a horseman to left, i a circle, and the circular marginal legend contains

the Kalima. instrument of faith of the Muslims, and the date. [La ilaha illa] Allahu Muhammadur Rasul

Allah, batarikh sanah arba’ ‘ashara [wa sittu miyah] “there is no God but Allah, Muhammad His apostlc.

dated the vear six hundred and fourteen'.

The reverse bears in a dotted circle four lines of Arabic legend as Swltanu | mu'azzam Shams ud dunya
wa d din abii | muzaffar Himish al Quibt nastru amiri | mu 'minin, ‘the Sultan sun of the world and the

rehgion father of victory Htutmish al Qutbi helper of the leader of the believers™ (Cat. no. 6).

Tape A2 Gold Tanka

The obverse 1s the same as Type Al but the date 1s “sittu “ashara wa sittu miyah” that is 616 with the word

darb above the horse and hiGaur below the horse i.¢. “struck in Gauda’.

The reverse 1s the same as Type Al's reverse with replacing the word nasir after al Quthi replaced by

hurhan . proof . and the legend in five lines instead of four (cat. no. 7).

Both the coins bear on the obverse a Turkish charging horseman to left holding a mace in his right hand
and the rem of the horse in his left hand. He wears a turban on his head. “The form of the saddle” as
Thomas reports. “the scat of the horseman. the chanfrien or head-armour of the steed and his erect tail. all
seem to point to / urki idcals' In the field at the back of the horseman the word Jarb is mscribed and
below the horse between the forelegs and hind legs hi-Gaur in Type A2, In the circular marginal legend
the Kalima, and the date in Arabic words follows the Kalima

Both these gold coms reveal the same pattern of horseman and marginal legend, even the reverse legends
of both the coms are almost alike.  But they are not identical and not produced from the same die. The
Berlin com bears on the obverse the date 616, On the other hand the ANS coin’s date is 614, again the
former coin has the mint name hi-Gaur on the obverse, which the latter does not have. As regards the

reverse. both coins are almost the same but the Berlin coin legend as written m five lines. whereas the

i vinage. p. T
" Edward Thomas. 7he Chronicles of the Pathan Kings of Delhi. (henceforth Chronicles). London, 1871, (First
Indian ed . Delln, 1967). p. 79
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ANS com's legend 1s in four hines, and burhan after al quthi s replaced by nasir n the latter com
That 1s Berlin coin has hurhan (proof of) amiri’| mu minin whercas ANS has nésiru amire’l mu 'minin,

“helper of the commander of the faithful .

Type A3 Gold Quarter Tanka

The obverse bears the horseman same as Tvpe Al The reverse same as Type Al's reverse, mostly efaced

Silver coins of Htutmish are as below:

Type Bl Silver Tanka

Like the gold com ltutmish’s silver coins up to 616AH were also the horseman type and issued from

Gaur by “Iwad Only one silver coin (Type Bl) bears the mint name bt Gaur, like the gold coin of Berlin
(Type A2). but with slight difference in the reverse legend. In this coin there is in the 4" line nasir after
the word a/ quthi stead of hurhan of the gold coin Type A2'". A second type of silver coin (Type B2) is
same as the ANS gold Type Al 1.¢. it has no mint name on the obverse and on the reverse there is a slight
change in the legend Here the word burhanu amirt 'l mu 'minin has been placed after the word al-quihi
and the legend 1s in five lines ¢ the same as the reverse of the Berlin gold coin Type A2, Both these
stlver coms are dated 616AH. A third comn (Type B2) has been found, the obverse and reverse of which
are like the silver com Type B2. but the date in the margin is undeciphered. It bears a Nagr letter *Sa’
above the word “ltutmish’, probably to denote “shah’ All the three silver cons are different in size and

are 34, 25 and 28 Tmm respectively. They are of tola standard weight.

It is alrcady known that as the governor ‘lwad had declared independence in 616AH and 1ssued cons
from Bengal m his own name His independent coins are different from the horseman tvpe In 622AH
litutmush marched towards Bengal and “lwad submitted to the former, and again  Khuthah was read, and
stkka struck n the name of Sultan. Some silver coins of Iltutmish are found dated 622, 624, 632, and
633AH. These are of the Bengal fabric. and the arrangement of legends and pattern of the coins are the
same as “Iwad’s independent coins. but probably were not issued by “Iwad. Because just after the treaty of
622AH. “Iwad ousted the Delln Sultan’s governor from Bihar i 623AH. showing his hostility towards
Delhi. Thercfore. 1t does not seem possible that “Iwad should strike coins in the name of lHtutmish after
623 If i1ssued by “lwad. then only the 622AH coins could have been struck by him and they are from the
time of his sccond vassalage. [ltutmish’s silver comns of the latter period struck from Bengal are found in

SIN [ypes

The obverse bears the Kalima and the name of the Khalifah of Baghdad. Only in one type (Type B6) the
Khalifah’s name has not been mentioned. On the reverse the name of the Sultan along with his lagab .
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kuniyah. relation with the predecessors and affiliation to the Khalifa of Islam have been nscribed as
Sultan w'l mu azzam Shams ud dunya wa'd din abi'l muzaffar IHtutmish al quthi burhanu amiri’l
mu minin. Both the gold cons bear as Sultan w1 ‘mudzzam, “great sultan” and not as Sultdn w'l “dzam.
‘supreme sultan”. as s regal title. It matters hittle as “azam’and ‘'mu‘azzam’are used seperately and do not
indicate comparison. Therefore, al-mu’azzam does not indicate his inferior status. Again the word al-quthi
indicates his relation with Qutbuddin Aibak. that he was a freedman of the latter. or it may indicate the
Quihi group of the nobles separating the Mu izis burhanu amiri’l mu'minin means “proof of the
commander of the faithful” It shows some sort of connection with the Khalifa of Islam in the declaration
of the com It 1s known that Htutnush did not receive any authorization from the Khalifa of Islam at that
tme. Yet it was to demonstrate that [wtmish was on the side of the Khalifa and by domng so the

sovereigns of the Muslim petty states used to give a legal tender for their authority.

Type B3 Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the Kalima in two lines. an Nasir lidinil Allah name of the Khalifah in the third hine
and amiru 'l mu minin “leader of the believers™. in the last line. A circular legend in the margin contains
hazad darh fi shuhiiri sanah ‘isna wa ‘ishrin wa sittu miyah, ‘the coin was struck in the vear six hundred

twenty two 1e 622, But no mint name 1s mentioned.

The reverse bears the name of the Sultan with his titles in six lines in Arabic, as Sultan w'l mu ‘azzam
Shams-ud-dunyit wa o din abi’l muzaffar Htutmish as sultam yaminu khalifar Allah nasiru amiri’|
mu'minin but the word ‘al quihi” of the horseman type has been replaced by as sultani” followed by the
titles “nght hand of the vicegerent of Allah’™. “helper of the commander of the faithful”. In this coin some
enhancement of the position of the Sultan may be detected. “ay sultan al mu azzam’ has been retained but
the word “al quthi" has been replaced by a better title, *Khalifatu Allah's right hand’ is another lofty utle.
Varnieties of this tvpe exist according to various minor alternation and line arrangement of legends. In

some coins the reverse legend 1s arranged in five, six or seven lines. (Cat. no. B3)

Type B4 Silver Tanka

Same as above Type B3 but with the title of as Sultan u'l a’zam. and Sultan instead of as Swltani and

omitting vaminu khalifatullah. The date of the coin is not clear particularly the unit digit (62 7 AH.)"".
Therefore. 1t 1s not certain from which date lHtutmish began to use the title as sultan u'l ‘azam. No coins of
623AH have so far been found. In the carly part of this year “lwad drove away the governor of Bihar. So
“he would not strike coms i the name of Hwtmish, and this may be the cause of non availability of the
cons of ltutmish dated 623AH. Khalifa an-Nasir hdinillah died in 622AH and az-Zahir succeeded him;

NINSL XXXV (1973) pp. 200-202
" Comage. p 17 No 50
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therefore. the above mentioned variety’s unit may be 2 1e. dated 622AH therefore, we can assume that

Itutrmsh was proclaimed as as Sultan u 'l a’zam m 622AH in his Bengal coins

Type BS: Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the Kalima and name of the Khalifa, not an Nasir lidin Allah but az Zahir biamrillah
and dated 624AH" In thus type on the reverse ay Sultan u'l a’zam has been inscribed which shows farther
strengthening of his power But az Zahir died in 623AH and in 624AH al-Mustansir Billah was the
Khalifa The nnpe B6 com may help us in this regard It bears the date 626AH and also bears the
Khalifa's name al Mustansir Billah. So. it can be assumed that it took one year for the death news of the

prececding Khalifa az Zahir to reach Bengal.

Type B6. Silver Tanka

The comn bears on the obverse only the Kalima in two lines. Reverse bears /i ‘ahadi ‘| imam al Mustanyir

amiri’l mu” (minin). meaning. “in the time of the leader al Mustansir, commander of the faithful”, and in
the margin duriha hazis sikkatu bi Laukhnauti fi shuhiiri sanah sitta wa ‘ishrin wa sittu miyah, ‘This coin
has been struck at Lakhnauti in the vear six hundred and twenty six *. In this coin the name of the Sultan
or his governor have not been mentioned It was probably struck to celebrate the anval of the Khalifa's
emov to Delhi m 626AH"" Probably this is the first citation of Lakhnauti in a coin. It 1s also very
significant for the legend on the reverse. which has adopted as a model by the subsequent sultans of Delh.
Firuz. Radivah. Mas'ud, Mahmud upto Balban all used this formula for their comns. It was Balban who

replaced it by af Imam™

Type B7 Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the Kalima and the Khalifa's name al-Mustansir Billah. But some of the coms bear the
name of the Khalifa as al-Mustansir Biamrillah, “being helped by the order of Allah™ The actual name of
the Khalifa 1s al-Mustansir Billah. “being helped by the Allah™. The coins are dated 630 and 632AH but
though the muint 1s illegible. it may be assigned to Lakhnauti on stylistic and circumstantial evidences. On
the reverse the Sultan’s name is in four lines with as Sultan u'l a’zam and ends with nasiru amiri’l
mu 'minin and the last part of mudminin 1s written in the night segment of the coin. The mint’s name

Laukhnauti 1s doubtful (Cat. no 16)

Type B7a Silver Tanka
Issued from Lakhnauti dated 633AH bears on the obverse the Kalima and Khalifa al-mustansir’s name in

four lines. here the name of the Khalifa has been written properly as al Mustansir Billah amivi | mu'minin.

In the margin duriha haziht's shurfah bi (Lakur (sic)) Lakhnauti fi shuhiiri sanah salasa wa salasin wa

*Tbid. p. 18. no. 50A
! Cotnage. p. 71
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sttt mives 1as 10 be noted that here the word sikka has been replaced by “shurfa’, “noble” 1.¢. this noble

(metal or vikka) has been struck at Lakhnauti in thirty three and six hundred 1¢ 633AH (Cat no 18)

A joint comn has been reported in an article in JNSI by Roma Niogi® that the names of lltutmish and “Iwad
have been inscribed i the same comn. dated 622AH. But her reading of the name ‘Iwad. and the date are
not conclusive but conjectural If her reading 1s taken to be correct then it may have been issued by “lwad
just after concluding the treaty with Iltutmish. This comn bears on the obverse the Kalima followed by
‘ndgiru amiri’l mu minin° meaning helper of the commander of the faithful. but the Khalifah's name 1s
not mentioned on that side of the coin. The margin bears the date. The mint name 1s not given; it could be

off the flan. The unit digit of the date 1s not clear, only twenty and six hundred is clear 1.¢. 627AH.

The reverse has the name of the Sultan with the title as Sultan w'l mu'azzam and after the name *tutmish”
only two letters are retained on the comn Ain and waw. Roma Niogi suggested this to be Twad. The reading

1s rather conjectural, and a vital change in numismatic data should not be based on such conjectures.

Type BY, Silver Tanka
John Devell has reported about an interesting coin of Iltutmish struck at Lakhnauti by his governor

lzzuddin Tughral Tughan Khan in 633AH in the last vear of ltutmish’s reign. The obverse contains the
Sultan’s name with title as Sultanu | a’zam without any additional title, and the legend ends with Htutmish
as Sultan. The reverse bears the legend 1 ‘ahdi'l tmam al Mustansir amiri | mu minnin, in the margin,
Lakhnauti madafdt wn Arabic 1s clear but rest of the legend truncated. But the most interesting information
is on the obverse margin which is read as min kharaji Ral wa Barind fi shuhiivi sanah salasa wa salasin
wa sttt mivah 1 (this comn was struck) from the khara) of Radha and Barendra in the year thirty three
and six hundred' A note of interest 1s that for the first ime in Sultani coins of Bengal both the obverse and
reverse margins bear the same legend™ This coin is at present in a private collection in India™ It

commemorates the event of revenue collection from Radha and Barind

The discoveny of this com may help us to determune the rather clumsy relationship between Aibak Aor
Khan and Tughral Tughan Khan. Even Minhaj has not clearly described this, In onc place he said that in
631 after the death of Malik Saifuddin Aibak, governor of Lakhnauti, Tugral Tughan Khan got the
governorship™. and at that time ltutmish was alive. Elsewhere he said that after the death of ltutmish (i.¢
after 633AH). Malik Aibak Aor Khan governor of Lakhnauti and Tughan Khan fought against cach other
for the possession of Basankot. In this battle Aor Khan died and Tughan became the master of the two

“INSL XLL pt 2. 1979, pp 98 - 102,

“LINSLOXL (1978) pp 42-44.

NDOXIV (1990). p 45

** ) P. Goenka Collection. Caleutta. Ex Rampuriva Collection. Ex Farid Collection. India.
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parts of Lakhnauti = Ral and Bannd He also mentioned that Barind was not under Tughan's control for
some time” It seems that. Ral and Barind were divided and each one assigned to a governor But no
information about this s avalable from any source. Minhay refers to both Tughan and Aor Khan as
Jagirdars of Lakhnaut, which does not prove governorship. The other possibility 1s that Aor Khan
usurped Banind for some time and tried to be governor of Lakhnauti by possessing the fort of Basankot
from Tughan J.N Sarkar states that Aor Khan made himself master of Lakhnauti after the death or
murder of Saifuddin™

All the mstonans mcluding Minha) gave their own views about the above event, which complicated the
matter farther. and it 1s difficult to decide what really happened.

If the reading of the margin 1s considered to be correct, then this numismatic evidence and information

may help us to ascertain the event

First. Minha)'s statement and reading of the margin of the comn tallies with the fact that Tughan Khan
captured both Ral and Barnind by subduing Aor Khan, and the com is dated 633AH. Htutmish died in the
month of Shaban 633AH Therefore, the event probably did not happen after the death of THtutmish. or if it
did then it was within 4 months after his death 1.e. within the year 633, So Minha) may be incorrect in
saying that the fight of Tughral and Aor took place after the death of litutnush. But one question remains
unsolved. how and when did Aor Khan become the governor of Lakhanuti? If he captured it by killing
Saifuddin Aibak then where was Tughan? Tughan got the appointment or captured power after the death
of Saifuddin Aibak in 631AH. Whatever may be the case the comn commemorates the event. Tughan’s
victony over both the parts. “Ral” and “Banind’, apparently corroborates Minhaj. The coin was issued in the
name of Sultan ltutmish dated 633AH. Therefore. it was struck while the Sultan was alive, within the
cight months of 633AH

No com i the name of Tughan are known, so he did not i1ssue any comn in his own name or joint names
but inscribed the name of the Sultan Ttutmush. It proves s vassalage min kharaj Ral wa Barind idicates
the nature of commemoration and some sort of glory no doubt. But he did not claim for himself. Only
two words of the reverse margin are retained and readable. These are Lakhnauti maddfar, meaning the
'suburb of Lakhnauti'. perhaps the mint name Lakhanuti mazafat indicates Basankot, which 1s not far from
Lakhnauti.

TN, (Bangla translation. translated and edited: by A. K. M. Zakaria. Dhaka: Bangla Academy. 1983) p. 142, Text.
6l
“ Ibid p 6l
THBL pp A3-46
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In 610/1213. “Twad was sworn n as the governor of Lakhnauti and for the first two years he did not 1ssue
any comns in lis own name or n the name of Iltutmish. But in 614/1217 horseman type coins in the name
of llutmish were struck from Bengal The discovery of Gauda Vijoye coin and Al Mardan's coins with
the same horseman now confirms the horseman type's ongin in Bengal, which in 614AH. ‘lwad
voluntanily adopted for lwtmish’s comn This horseman type 1s completely different from the northern
horseman of the billon coms. which were depicted in coarse outline. Morcover. the Bengal horseman 15
Turkish stvled. the fullv capansoned galloping horse. and reminds one of the eighteen horseman of

Bakhtivar's advance party. a very appropriate thing for the commemoration™

lNtutmish’s Bengal coins show that his status was at the beginning as Sultan u'l mu ‘azzam. al-quihi and
as-sultant But later these comparatively lower titles were replaced with high sounding titles and instead
of helper of the amin’l mu minin. the name of the reigning Khalifa began to be inscribed  In 622AH a
completely new type of con came into bemng and 1t's fabric and pattern were like the independent coins of

“Iwad. There was no effigy in the coins of this later type.

It 1s to be noted here that ull 624AH. Deli had no regular silver comns, but afterwards [ltutmish
reorganmized the currenes ssstem and an impenal coin was adopted on the standard of to/a unit following
the style and fabric of I'wad's coms of Bengal. As Professor Tarafdar said “they imitate the coins of
“Iwad 1in weight. design and regal titles™ It may be said that Bengal rendered the pioneenng role in this
regard and the credit goes 10 ‘lwad no doubt. ‘lwad on the other hand took the Ghazna type" as the
prototype for lus com legend. For weight he depended on the local fola standard, which did s
predecessors. Bakhtivar and Al Mardan Khalji, adopt. From 617 to 621AH there was no coin minted in
Bengal n the name of Iltutmish. During his reign Bengal was governed by several governors.  Iwad
issued coms in his sultan’s name from 614 to 616 AH. The joint coin of 622 1s from his second vassalage.
The next governor. prince Nasiruddin Mahmud ruled Bengal for one year and some months. and coins
dated 624AH were minted m his time. After 624 up to 631AH there 1s no comn found m the name of
ltutnush, although there are some with an illegible unit digit, but they do not help us to draw any
conclusion Coins dated 632 and 633AH have been found in the name of lltutmish and apparently are the
products of Bengal mint. although almost all the coins are devoid of any mint name except one. Type B7
These coms were issued by the subsequent governors, after prince Nasiruddin Mahmud, namely. Alauddin
Daulat shah. Daulat Shah bin Maudud (joint coin). Alauddin Jani, Saifuddin Aibak and Tughral Tughan
Khan

=" Edward Thomas. “The initial coinage of Bengal under the early Muhammadan conquerors, part 11", (henceforth
ICB, 1), JASE, XLI1. 1873, p. 351

" Momtazur Rahman Tarafdar, "Bengal's Relations with her Neighbours: A Numismetic Study", Nalini Kanta
Bhattasali Commemoration 'olume. ed, A, B. M. Habibullah, Dacca: Dacca Museum, 1966, pp. 236 and 232.
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A 3. Ruknuddin Firuz (Delhi) 633 - 634/1235 - 1236

The next Sultan of Dellw was Ruknuddin Firuz. He succeeded his father Itutmish i 633/1236 and ruled
for about seven months ™ Tughral Tughan Khan the governor of Bengal at that time was loval to the Delhi
court and never tried to shake off the authonty of Delli though he was not appointed by the Delhi
authonty  His scizure of power was not at first legitimate, as he had captured power from the previous
governor Sarfuddin Aibak™ However, Tughral Tughan showed his alligiance to Ruknuddin Firuz and
struck coms from Bengal in his master’s name. Only two silver coins of Ruknuddin Firuz have been found
so far which were issued from Bengal. They are of one Tanka denomination and one tola weight standard.

Both the coms arc of the same tvpe.

Tvpe Bl Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the legend in a double square within a circle with three dots in each segment. The

legend 1s ax-Sultan w'l «’zam Rukn wd-dunyd wa 'd-din abii l-muzaffar Firuz Shah ibnus Sultan. ‘the great
Sultan piller of the world and the religion father of the victory Firuz Shah son of the Sultan” The reverse
bears the legend /i ahdi | Imam al-Mustansir amiri | mu 'minin “in the reign of Imam al Mustansir lcader
of the believers™ in double square within a circle. The margin outside the circle contains the mint name
and date. The munt 1s Lakhnauti. On one coin the date is readable as 634 A H. and each scgment has a

single dot. The date of the other coin is oft the flan.

His father Htutrmsh used the formula “fi "ahd 1l Imam. .. " 1.e the name of the Abbasid Khalifa in his comns
dated 632AH for the first ume. He followed his father’s style and coin legend. It was not possible on lus
part to strike coins in a new style within the short pericd of his reign. No coin of Ruknuddin Firuz i1ssued
from Bengal was known until very recently. His coins are rather scarce, Edward Thomas did not mention
Firuz's coms m s book The Chronicles of the Pathan Kings of Delhi, neither did Nelson Wright in his
book. the cotnage and Metrology of the Sultans of Delhi. Only one silver coin of Firuz has been
mentioned i /MC'. the mint and date of which is off the flan. Therefore, it is not possible to draw any
conclusion from that com. but its style shows that is not a Bengal product. In March 1999 a sale Catalogue
published for the first ime two of Firuz's Bengal coins with photographs™ The margins of both coins
bear the mint name A Lakhnauti, but one of the margins bears the date also (no. 685) as already
mentioned  Theretore. there 1s no doubt that the two comns are products of Bengal The Bengal governor

Tughral Tughan had struck these coins from Bengal during Firuz's short rule in Delhi

" Mohammad Habib and KA. Nizami (ed.) A Comprehensive History of India, vol. V(The Delhi Sultanat, 1206 -

1526AD), (henceforth Defli Sultanat). New Delhi: The Indian History Congress, 1970, pp. 234-236. TN, (Raverty)
636

b TN, (Reverty ), pp 736-37. Abdul Karim. Banglar Itihas (Sultani Amol), (in Bangla), Dhak: Bangla Academy,

Firsted 1977, First reprint 1993, (henceforth Sulrani Amol) p.112.

Y Singapore Com Auction - Taiser. Baldwin, Gillio. Catalogue 28, 1999. (henceforth SCA). Cat. p. 44. coin no_ 684

& 085, pl 40
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A 4. Sultan Jalalatuddin Radiya 634 - 637/1236 - 1240

Sultan Radiva. daughter of lltutmush succeeded her brother Ruknuddin Firuz in 1236CE in Delli and
ruled up to 1240CE. She was the only woman Sultan among all the rulers of Dellu and Bengal and also
struck coms m her own name During her rule Tughral Tughan Khan was the governor of Bengal although
he had not been appointed by the Delhi authonty. After Radiya’s ascension to the throne of Delhi Tughan

sent valuable presents to the Delhi court and procured a formal recognition from her™

Tughral Tughan issued comns from Bengal in the name of Radiya and her successor Alauddin Masud and

never tried to proclaim independence during their lifetime™

Three tvpes of comns have been discovered from Bengal in the name of Radiva. All the coins are of one

Tanka denomimation and in two metals viz gold and silver, although copper and billon were popular in
Delh

One solitary gold coin ™ has been found in Radiva’s name and is now preserved in the Prince of Wales
Muscum. Bombay. On the obverse she styled hersclf as as-Sultan u | a’zam and her regnal wtle Jalalat u'd
dunyd wa'd din No alam or proper name has been mentioned but only malikatu litutmish ibnatus sultan
(1.c. Sultana Radiva) has not been inscribed on the coin but she is mentioned as the dughter of [ltutmish.
The full legend 15 “the great Sultan glory of the world and the religion Malika 1 Htutmish daughter of the

Sultan. helper”” of the Icader of the believers”
The reverse has the usual legend in Arabic in three lines fi ahdt’l imam al Mustansir amiri T mu’'minin “in
the reign of the Imam al Mustansir leader of the behevers™. The circular marginal legend 1s indistinet and

illegible. Therefore. the mint and date are unknown

Tape Bl Silver Tanka

Only one tape of silver comn was issued in Radiya’s name from Lakhnauti with some vanations in
arrangements of lines and legends and vanations in dates. The obverse is the same as gold Type Al In
some coms the legend 1s in five lines instead of four of the Type Al, and in some coins the date i1s 635,

636 AH. The reverse of these silver coms are the same as the gold ones in design and legend. But the

“HB L p 46
“Ibid. pp. 46-47

" C. R Singhal. "Rare and Umque Gold Coins of the Early Muslim Rulers", JNS/ XVI pt. I (1954). pp. 126-127,
" Thomas has read 1 a coin the last line mohratu amivt'l mu'minin, ‘seal of the Amiru'l muminin. instead of Nusrat.
But on the illustration the word 18 missing, so the reading is doubtful. Cf. /nitial Cuinage of Bengal, Part 1. JASB,
1867, pl. 1. comn no. |
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circular marginal legend 1s durtha haza'l fiddatu bi Lakhnauti fi shuhiirt sanah arba” wa salasina wa sittu

miyah i Arabic "This silver (com) was struck in Lakhnauti in the vear six hundred thirty four'

It 15 interesting to note that her Bengal coms were found from the very first year of her accession to the
throne (1¢ 635AH) On the other hand the Delhi coins are dated to 635AH. Either Delhi comns of 634AH
have not been found or due to the unrest i Delhi at that time she could not 1ssue comns. But in Bengal the
governor issucd them on her behalf Another remarkable thing is that not a single coin dated 637AH either
from Delli or Bengal or from any other mint has yet been found though she was in power duning almost

the entire year of 637AH

No gold or silver coin issued from Bengal in the name of Radiya has given her full name i¢. her ‘alam
Radiva and only some Delhi coins of lesser metals ie. billon or copper have mentioned it. She scems to
have been happy to be known as the daughter of ltutmish, ibnaru’s Sultdn which she never fails to
mention. The opposition of the court at Delhi that was not ready to accept a woman's rule prompted her to
proclaim maltkatn Hiwimish thnatu s Sultéan, thus claiming her legitimate right as the legal heir apparent of
the deceased Sultan. Concealing her name “Radiva” she tried to establish that she was ruling on behalf of
her father Iltutmish. as some of her early Delhi coins show where she did not mention her name at all but
used only her father's name™, nusratu amirt | mu'minin on some coins indicates that her name has been
used jomntly with her father’s name with a lesser title as-Sultanu | mu ‘azzam as subordinate to her father.

who has been given the higher title as-Sultanu 'l a’zam, this has also been found in her Delhi issues"

All the Bengal coms of Radiya were issued by the governor Tughral Tughan Khan on her behalf The
govemnors of distant places like Bengal were defacto sovereigns and sometimes became governors without
the proper approval from Delhi. Some ventured to declare independence yet the contents of the comn
legend of Radiva show that loyal governors used to abide by the policy of the central authority

Onlv one mint of Bengal. Lakhnauti is represented in the comns of Radiya. A solitary gold coin of hers 1s
known and two more specimens are reported to have been heard of, but they are missing” All her coins
both gold and silver are of one Tanka denomination and one fola standard following the standard weight
in Delhi.

* Comage. p 40.comn no 161, only the indication of Radiya is in the last line nusratu (amiril mu'minin).

“Ibid p. 40. coinno. 161A. Cf footnote.

" NumismaticChronicle and Journal of the Royval Numismatic Society, London. 1885, pt. [1l. p. 216. Quoted by H
N Wright. ¢ otnage. p 76
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A 5. Alauddin Masud Shah 639 —-644 /1242 —-1246

After Radiva Muiz ud din Bahram Shah, her brother became the Sultan of Delhi and ruled for one vear
and few months (1240-1242CE) At that time Tughral Tughan was the governor of Bengal. but probably
he did not 1ssue coms No coms from Bengal have been found in the name of Bahram Shah, nor was

Tughral Tughan disloval to the Delhi authority

The next Delln Sultan was “Alauddin Masud. nephew of Bahram. He ruled from 1242CE to 1246CE. His
Bengal cons are a few in numbers and are of two metals, gold and silver. These coins were issued by the
Bengal governor on behalf of the Delhi Sultan. Tughral Tughan, the govemor of Lakhnauti. ruled Bengal
upto 642/1244  Probably he did not issue any coin in the name of Masud Shah. Tamar Khan, who
forcefully usurped power from Tughan but was loyal to Delhi, issued comns in the name of Masud Shah,
Sultan of Delhi Though Masud’s Bengal coms do not bear any munt_name and date stll from
circumastantial evidence it appears that these were struck in Bengal®'. These coins of Masud are similar to
those of Radiva's comns issued carlicr from Bengal by the previous governor Tughan Khan. Probably
Tughan did not 1ssuc any coms for the succeeding Sultans, Bahram and Masud or the cons of this period

have not vet been found

Two types of coms are found in the name of Masud Shah from Bengal These coins were modeled after

the Delhi comns of one-tanka denominations and after the same weight (tola) standard.

Tape Al Gold Tanka

The obverse of the com bears the name of the Sultan, The reverse bears the formula fi ahedi 1 imam al-

Mustansir Billah amiri 'l mu 'minin lillah e in the ime of the leader al Mustansir. leader of the believers'
Though Mustanir was not alive and had been succeeded by Mustasim in 640/1242 probably the news of
the ascension of the new Khalifa reached Bengal late. This coin has no margin so there 15 no mention of
mint and date but HN, Write pointed out its provenance and peculiar rendering of the word “amir”™ which

is distinetively of Bengal®

Another peculianty m these comns is an addition of the word “hilah™ at the end of “Amiru | mu 'minin”~
which 1s unlike the Dellw coms. The reverse of his Delhi coms contain the same legend but without
‘liah” 1t s difficult to presume the actual purpose of introducing this new style (i.¢. hillah) in the legend

Perhaps it was to rhvme with Billah™ of the line above.

" "lis provenance and that of the silver tanka resembling it together with the piculiar lettering (the distinctively
Bengal rendering of the amir may be instanced). indicate that these coins were struck in Bengal rather than in the
capital”. Coinage. p 77

“ Ibid. p. 77
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Type Bl Silver Tank:
The obverse and reverse legends and designs are same as gold Type A1, The coin is exactly the same as
the gold coin, the difference is only in metal and size. But wright informs us that he could not trace the

word /e/lah what has been read by Hoernle in JASB 1881, and Right has read the word ahmad stead of
lillah

Type B2 Silver Tanka
This type 1s almost hke Type Bl but wath slight difference in the reverse legend which omitted the words

hilldh after al Mustansir and last word ahmad ends with “Ahmad” instead of “lilldh ™"

Bengal gold and silver tankas of Masud discovered in Calcutta and Gauhati* do not have the marginal
legends. They may be distinguished from the Delhi coins of Mas'ud by the particular arrangement of the
Ines of the obverse legend This identification 1s attested by the whole findings also. The gold coin’s

provenance is Caleutta, silver coin of the first vaniety 1s found at Gauhati, Assam.

"'H. Nelson Wright. Catalogue of the coins in the Indian Museum Calcutta, Vol 11, (henceforth /MC). Oxford, 1907.
p 29 footnote |
" Coinage. p 77
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A 6, Nasiruddin Mahmud (Delhi) 644 — 664/1246 — 1266

The next Delln Sultan whose comns are found in Bengal 1s Nasiruddin Mahmud. In 644/1246 he was
clevated to the throne of Delln and ruled up to 664/1266. During his reign three governors ruled in
Bengal. viz Jalaluddin Masud Jani, Ikhtyaruddin Yuzbak and 'lzzuddin Balban Yuzbaki. They were all
loval to the Delln Sultan except Yuzbak, who declared independence later on and issued coins in his own

name

Tamar Khan, who usurped power from Tughan Khan, ruled for two years and died in 644 AH. the vear in
which Nasir ud din Mahmud ascended the throne in Delhi. But during the two years of Tamar Khan's rule
no coins were 1ssued from Bengal. The next governor Jalaluddin Masud Jani ruled for four vears from 645
to 649 AH After lum IKhtivaruddin Yuzbak was made govemor of Bengal Both issued comns from
Bengal in the name of Nasiruddin Mahmud. the Delhi Sultan Ikhtivaruddin even issued a joint comn with
the Sultan but later on he declared independence and issued coins in his name only, After Yuzbak's tragic
end in the Kamrup expedition [zzuddin Balban Yuzbaki became the governor of Bengal in 655AH. He
showed allegiance to the Delhi Sultan and issued coins in the name of Nasir ud din Mahmud™. Mahmud's
Bengal comns follow the styvle of his Delhi issues. which were copied from his predecessor’s comns of the
Delhi Sultanat. All lus Bengal cons are of one Tanka standard found in two metals, gold and silver. No
denomimational coins have been found so far. All are of one rola standard. Five tvpes of comns of
Nasiruddin Mahmud are reported from Bengal

Tape Al Gold Tanka

The obverse bears the sultan's utle (Jagah) kuniyah and alam. i double square within a circle as-Sultin

w'l=-azam Nay wd dnva wa'd din abii | muzafjar Mahmiid Shah bin Sultin “the great Sultan, helper of

the world and the rehigion. father of the victory Mahmud Shah son of Sultan’ In the legend a new word
‘Shah’ is also added

The reverse bears the formula in the same design like the obverse, fi ‘ahdi 'l imam al Mustansir Billih
amirt’l mu minin lilléh 1¢ “in the time of the leader al-Mustansir Billah who is amiri’l mu munin lillah’
(commander of the faithful for Allah). Unlike the other coin but following the coin legend of Alauddin
Masud an additional word “lillah™ has been added at the end, which means “for Allah™ No mint name 1s
mentioned on the con and there is no date. Actually there 1s no margin at all on the com and the four

segments contain four dots in each™.

" Sukhamay Mukhopadhsas. Banglay Muslim Adhikarer Adi Parva (in Bangla). (henceforth Adi Parva). Calcutta:
Saltyalok. pp 38 - 70
" Coinage. p 53, comn no. 219A. also pp. 78 - 79.
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Type Bl Silver Tanka

The legends. stvle, and arrangements are same as the gold coin Type Al mentioned above with a shight
alteration n the segmental design. In the case of the reverse of gold there are four dots in each segment. In
the silver com there are three dots instead. on the obverse of the silver there 1s an omamental scroll n
segments whereas the obverse segments of the gold are plain. The silver coin has no marginal legend, and
is devord of mint name and date like the gold one. Wright calls it a counterpart of the gold in silver”. It 1s
interesting to note that Nasiruddin Mahmud ascended the throne in 644/1246 and Khalifa Mustansir Billah
died 1n 64071242 But four vears after his demise the deceased Khalifa's name was stll being used in
Nasiruddin Mahmud's Bengal coins. It is only in 645AH that the change of the Khalifa's name occurs in
Bengal, Thomas attributed this comn to Nasiruddin Mahmud, eldest son of lltutmish. But Wright assigns
the ceins of Nasiruddin Mahmud (Tyvpe Al & B1) to Bengal.

Because the comn’s obverse i1s identical with Masud's gold and silver coins of Bengal. Moreover they are
also identical with the lettering and style of Nasiruddin Mahmud type B2 & B3's of Bengal coins. He
further assumed that “thus com (gold. Type Al) and its corresponding silver tanka were struck
644/1246. "a hurned 1ssue making use of an existing obverse die either in advertently or perhaps in

ignorance of the change m the Khilafate, because of the great the distance™.

y _Silver Tank
Type B2 is like Type Bl but the word “lillah™ at the end of the reverse legend 1s dropped here and the
Khalifa’s name has also been changed to al-Must'asim instead of al-Mustansir. In fact al-Mustansir died in
640/1242 and al-Must'asim succeeded lim, The margmal legend bears durtha hazihit tankatn b
Lakhnauit . “This tanka has been struck in Lakhanuti...”. But the date portion of the margin is illegible.
For the obverse. there 1s a marginal legend also in four segments, top segment contains Darb left segment
hilad. the 3 scgment’s legend is illegible. could it be Lakhnauti where the coin was struck and the 4th

segment Hind The date portion of segment 1s illegible.

It should be noted here that this type 1s very significant. In the whole history of Muslim numismatics the
word 7anka has been mentioned as a term in Arabic script. In all other conage either ‘as-yikkah or al-
I'nidelah” have been mentioned save the bilingual comn of Sultan Mahmud struck from Mahmudpur
(Lahore) in Devnagri script where it is ‘tanka®. But here the Bengali word has been translated into
Arabic. rather the official name of the coin is mentioned for the first time. The mint Lakhnauti 1s also

mentioned. The repeat of marginal legend on the obverse is a tradition introduced by Radiva.

b Comage. P78

" Ibid p 78

" Parmeshwari Lal Gupta, Coins. (henceforth Coins), First ed 1969, (Third ed ). (Reprint 1979), New Delhi:
National Book Trust, Indi. pp. 85 & 221, Pl XX. Coin no. 215
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Type B3 Silver Tanka

A jomt comn issued from Bengal by Yuzbak before his declaration of independence probably in 650 or
651AH. On the obverse the coin bears both the names of the Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud and governor

Yuzbak. the com has been discussed later with join comns in this chapter.

Tyvpe B4, Silver Tanka

The obverse of the comn bears the Sultan's name as usual. The reverse of the coin contamns the usual
formula /i ‘ahad al-imam al-Must ‘asim amira’l me 'minin and marginal legend all around. it read duriha
haziht 't tankatu bt Lakhnautt fi Safar sanah khams wa khamsin wa sittu miyah. That is ‘this Tanka was
stuck at Lakhnauti v the month of Safar, year fifty-five and six hundred 1.e 655AH' Here the month has
been mentioned and vear is the same in which Yuzbuk took over the governorship. So the comn may have
been struck by him and it i1s probable that he took the governorship in the month of Safar in 655 AH

which he delete mentioned in the coin,

All the governors of Bengal during the reign of Nasiruddin Mahmud except Yuzbak were loval to the
Dellt Sultan. Though Yuzbak was also loval in lis carly years and struck coins i the joint names of the
Sultan of Dclht and himself but later on he declared independence and struck coins in his own name. But
no measure was undertaken from the Delhi court. Because the palace intnigues among the courtiers n
Delhi that they were busy after pursuing their indivadual power. Yuzbak was allowed to do as he willed in
Bengal He even led an expedition to the west and captured Oudh, While Balban, the chief minister was
pursuing power i Delhe with Masud Jani, Kishlu Khan and Tajuddin Arsalan. Yuzbak ventured an

alll

expedition in 635 AH to Kamrup which became fatal for him and he lost his life in the battle ™.

It was lzzudddin Balban Yuzbaki who took over the charge of governorship of Lakhnaut after the death
of Yuzbak mn Kamrup. he showed his loyalty to the Delli Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud and struck coms
the latter's name Mahmud was lucky enough that no other governors excepting Yuzbak declared

independence in Bengal duning his reign

Sty

Sultani Amol. pp. 116-119,
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A 7. Ghiyasuddin Balban 664 - 686/1266 - 1287

The next Delhr Sultan whose cons have been found in Bengal i1s Ghivasuddin Balban He ascended the
throne in Delhe after Nasiruddin Mahmud in 664/1266 and ruled upto 686/1287. During these twenty-two
vears Bengal was governed by several governors, viz, Muhammad Arsalan Tatar Khan, Sher Khan, Amin
Khan and his deputy Tughnl and Nasir ud din Mahmud, Balban's son and successor in Bengal All these
govemnors were apointed by Balban and they all 1ssued coins in the name of Balban except Tughril who
declared independence and struck coms i his own name in the later part of huis rule (C. 678-681 AH)
Only one tvpe of Balban's silver coin of one Tanka denomination and of one fola weight standard with
certain vanation m designs and dates has been reported from the mint of Lakhnauti in Bengal No gold

com of Balban from Bengal is reported to be found

Type BL. Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the name of the Sultan with the title as-Sultan u'l-a'zam Ghiyas ud-dunya wa 'd-din
ahii | muzaftar Balhan as-Sultan. 1e. “The great Sultan, succor of the world and the religion. father of the
conqueror Balban the Sultan™ The obverse also bears the same marginal legend as the reverse The use of

this identical dual margin was introduced at first by Radiva for her Delhi issues”

The reverse bears the name of the Abbasid Khalifa al-Must'asim Billah with the utle al-imam at the
beginming and amir u J-mu 'minin at the end. placed in the center with a marginal legend around it The
margin bears the mint name and date. duriba hazihil fiddatu bi Khittah Lakhnauti fi sanah salasa wa sabin

wa sittu mivah The nunt was ascribed as bt Khuttah Lakhnauti. 1 ¢. the region of Lakhnauti dated 667

As regards the design. all the reverse designs are the same. The legend has been placed in a double square
within a circle On the other hand the obverse design is sometimes shghtly different, some coins have
legends m a single square within a circle with two pellets in the top and bottom segments, other coins

have legends in double square within circle. both having circular legends in the margin outside the circle

Balban's Bengal coms are dated 665. 6667, 669, 6717, 672 (Shawal)™ 673(Muharram)”*, (Jumada)™. and
of a doubtful reading of 674 and 676’ and 685AH™ (or 680AH 665AH to 676AH). Dated coins were
issued from Khitta Lakhnauti by Muhammad Arsalan Tatar, Sher Khan. Amin Khan and Tughnil,

TIMC I p 3 commo 155 (pl)
CNC L comno T13

* Ibid, coin no. 714

*Ibid. con no. 715

“ Ibid. con no. 716

* Ibid. con no 717

" Ibid. comn no. 718,

“Ibid. coin no 719,
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respectively Probably after 676 Tughnl stopped coming i his master’s name and struck comns in his own
name in 678 After suppressing the rebellion of Tughnl in Bengal Balban appointed his son Nasiruddin
Mahmud Bughra as the governor of Bengal and the coins dated 684 and 685AH. were 1ssucd by Bughra
Khan m the name of lus father All these governors of Bengal were loyal to Balban except Tughril who

rebelled in the last part of his rule

Three of these coms became significant due to the presence of the name of the month along with the year,
Shawwal 672, Muharram. 673, and Jumada 673 AH. The dates of governor Tatar Khan and Sher Khan's
rule have not been mentioned nor do we know the particular vear of appointment of Amin Khan.
Governor of Lakhnauti. by Balban. For the lack of contemporary sources we are not in a position even to
conjecture the events of particular months of the respective years mentioned on the coms. Tughnl was
probably the governor of Bengal at that time and most probably his own achicvements in the Jajnagar™
and Banga® arcas have been commemorated on the comns of Balban before Tughnl's assumption of
independence. Whateser the case may be those cons that record the months along with the years must

have been some sort of commemorative 1ssucs.

" Habibulah quoting Zafar al-Walihi. 111, p. 965, Ferishta (1, p. 79), said that Jajnagar had been raided by Tughril in
672AH. Therefore, he may have struck coin in Sawwal 672AH to commemorate that event. A B. M Habibullah,
Foundation of NMustin Rule o Tnedta, Caleutta, p. 192

673 1o events happened one in Muharram other in Jumada cither of this month for commemorating the victory
over Banga (Loncol) another may be to show lus loyalty to commemorate the recovery of Sultan Balban from the
illness. /B, 1. p 60
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A 8. Muhammad Bin Tughlaq 725 - 752/1325 - 1351

Muhammad bin Tughlaq succeeded his father Ghivasuddin Tughlaq on the throne of Delhi in 725AH. His
father Ghiyasuddin Tughlag came to Bengal in response to an appeal of Shihabuddin Bughda and
Nasiruddin Ibrahim (bin Shamsuddin Firuz of Bengal) who wanted relief from their brother Bahadur's
atrocities i 724AH"" On the Sultan’s retumn journey to Tirhut™ he established a mint there naming it as
Tughlagpur Tirhut"" Tughlaq returned to Delhi in the beginning of 725AH and Bahadur was sent to Delhi
as captive Before his departure from Bengal he gave the governorship of Lakhnauti to Nasiruddin
Ibralum as a reward for his submission and Sunargaon and Satgaon were given to Bahram Tatar Khan, the
adopted son of Tughlag™ Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq spent nearly a year on his Bengal expedition and was so
busy with conquests and consolidation that it 1s not clear whether he i1ssued cons from Bengal. We know
of only one tvpe of joint coin of Ghivasuddin Tughlaq and his governor Nasiruddin Ibrahim which must
have been issucd from Lakhnauti. This 1s discussed separately in this chapter. No other com of
Ghivasuddin is known so far from Bengal. Various types of coins of Ghivasuddin’s successor Muhammad

bin Tughlaq are found in Bengal

It 1s known that following his father Muhammad adopted the same policy for the administration of
Bengal. According to /drikh + Mubarak Shahi and Riyad us Salatin, in 725AH after his ascension to the
throne he divided Bengal into three parts and appointed three separate governors, viz. lzzuddin Yahiva
Azam ul Mulk i Satgaon. Malik Pindar Khalji alias Qadar Khan in Lakhnauti and Tatar Khan (adopted
brother of Muhammad) in Sunargaon. From the testimony of coins of Muhammad it is evident that all the

three governors issued coms from the three mints of Bengal in the name of Muhammd binTuhlag.

It should be noted here that Nasiruddin Ibrahim. joint governor of Lakhnauti. appointed by Ghiyasuddin
Tughlag 1ssued coms jomtly in his own name and Tughlaq Shah®. Therefore when Muhammad appointed
Pindar Khalyi as /gradar 10 Lakhnauti it 18 assumed that he was subordinate to Nasiruddin. The joint coin

of Nasiruddin and Muhammad testifies to this fact (joint coins discussed separately)

There are three types cach of gold and silver coms of Muhammad bin Tughlaq and only one of copper has

been found so far from Bengal.

“HB. Il p $4

"> Basatinu -0 nx. quoted by Aga Mahdi Hossain in Tughlag Dynasty, Calcutta 1936, p. 78,
““HB. 1l p 84

“* Aga Mahdi Hossain. Ibid. p. 76.

" Discussed in this chapter separately, see B 3,
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Type Al Gold Tanka

The obverse bears the Kalima in a arcle and the surrounding marginal legend contains durtha hazihis

sikkatu fi shahar Lakhnauti sanah arba’ wa saba™ miyah “This comn was struck in Lakhnauti city i
734AH"

The reverse contains the name of the Sultan with the title in the middle and the names of the four Khalifas
on the four sides, all in a circle. The Sultan’s name is prefixed by his title and is proclaimed as al mujahid

fi sabil Allah Mubammad 1hn Tughlag Shah “The Warrior in the Path of Allah Muhammad ibn Tughlaq
Shah’

Tape Ala. Gold Tanka
A similar gold com hke Tyvpe Al but was struck from the mint Tughlagpiir urf Tirhut dated 735 with the
name of the Sultan inscribed in the third line instead of the end of the second line. Before the name of the

mint there 1s an additional word /g/rm which was an administrative unit.

The obverse 1s similar to Type Al, but the margin is different, hazad dinaru bi Satganw fi xanah arba wa
salasin wa sabd miya “this “dinara” (was struck) in Satgaon in 734AH’. The reverse is completely
different but the design 1s the same, i a circle. The legend 1s duriba zamamil “abd ar Rayi Rahmat Alldh
Muhammad hin Tughlog “struck in the ume of the servant hoping for the mercy of Allah Muhammad bin
Tughlaq™ It 1s to be noted that this coin 1s named “dinara” instead of sikka of the Type Al and it's weight
1s more than Type Al The weight is 198 6 grams (sixteen rati above weight). No qualifying word is used
before the mint name. and the legend is a humbler one. This type is also found with dates 728 and 729AH.

Type A3 Gold Tanka

A jont comn n the names of Muhammad bin Tughlag and Ghivasuddin Bahadur. govemnor of Sunargaon

dated 728 1t 1s described in this chapter under jont coins.

Type Bl Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the Kalima in a square within a circle in three lines. The margin. a portion of which is

out of the flan. contans /i Lakhnauti . 1.e. m Lakhnut in [7] 29AH.
The reverse bears the name of the Sultan in a square, The legend is the same as of Gold Type Al but the

word “Muhammad™ 1s placed at the beginning of the third line instead of at the end of the second hine and

the four Khalifahs™ names are in the segments outside the square, from the top. in an anti clockwise
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direcction. This type 1s onls known form the Lakhnauti mint. The Simgapore Auction Catalogue mentions

one such comn dated 726AH™

Type Bla_Silver Tanka
The obverse 1s as above Type Bl but in a circle. The marginal legend 1s outside the circle and contains the
name of the mint and date The dates are 727, 728, 729, 730, 733AH"" and the mint is Shahar Lakhnaut

The reverse legend s the same as gold Type Al, but the word (Muhammad), 1s at the end of the second
line. This type has also been struck from Shahar Sunargaon dated, 733, 734 and from Satgaon dated 728-
731 and 733 - 735AH"

All the silver varnities of Type Bl bear the alam Muhammad of the reverse legend. in the beginning of the
third line nstead of at the end of line two. The mmnt is Sunargaon dated [72]9. The Smgapore Comn
Auction Cat has illustrated one coin of silver, Type Bla. the margin of which mentioned This “fiddah®
(comn) was struck in the city of Lakhnauti”.

It 15 to be noted here that Muhammad binTughlaq imtiated the 1ssuance of coins from various mints n
Bengal. These munts were designated variously as ‘Shahar” (city), viz. Shahar Lakhnauti and Shahar
Sunargaon But Satgaon was mentioned without any qualifying name. Tughlagpur urf Tirhut was
designated as “lIghm’ It may be recalled here that the gold jomnt coin of Bahadur and Muhammad bin
Tughlaq 1ssued from Sunargaon has been qualified as “bi Hadrat Sunarkanw' indicating the presence of
the ruler there As jont ruler Bahadur's residence was in Sunargaon. There he used the uttle of * bi-

hadrat” for the mmmt. After hus rule it was dropped and “Hadrat Sunargaon™ became “Shahar Sunargaon’

Copper comns were not familiar in Bengal and in the presence of “kauries” (sca shells) there was no need of
any copper currency. But Muhammad bin Tughlaq inititated hus famous forced token currency replacing
the silver in 730AH and abandoned 1t in 732. During this period he also struck copper coins from Bengal
as he did from other places of his empire. Few specimens of forced copper coins of Muhammad bin
Tughlaq have been found from Lakhnauti and Satgaon munts dated 730, 731AH. In this type Lakhnaut

was mentioned as “Iqlim” and Satgaon as Arsah "

“ SCA.PL 43 com no. 738

" Comnage. pp. 127-128 mcluding Foot notes: SC4 1999 mentioned first three dates,p 48. coin no.73Y9
F Comage p 127

"N 1999.p1 44, coin nos 741, 742

" Coinage. p 142 coin no 593 B & 593.
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Type C 1 Copper Tanka

The obverse bears i a circle a completely new legend, man ata‘as Sultan fagad ata‘ar Rahman, “He who
obess the Sultan. truly he obeys the merciful  (Allah)’, and the margin is (dar Arsah Satkanw si ¢k) ‘In
Arash Satgaon (this comn was struck) in [7] 31 AH™ The marginal legend is again enclosed by a double

circle

The reverse bears the legend in a double circle, muhur shud Tankah rdij dar rozgar handah umidwar
Muhammad Tughlag “this tanka was stamped as current in the time of the hopeful servant Muhammad
Tughlaq™.

It 1s to be noted here that probably for the first ime the legend of the con and the date 15 composed n
Persian. The designation of the mint, arsah (or district) and ig/im (province) also appear in this forced or
token currency . No such coms bearing the mint Sunargaon were found. No copper com or billon coins of

Muhammad Tughlag other than these forced currency were found from Bengal mints.

The language of the legend “hopeful servant” indicates the Sultan’s hesitation and he humbly hoped that
this token would be accepted by his subjects. Therefore, he devised the formula *he who obeys the Sultan
obeys Allah™ for the obverse. In the reverse legend this copper coin is named as Tanka and it was hoped
that this stamped as one tankh 1 raij, like the circulated money. The language of the coin 1s similar to the

promissany note of present times.

Various types of gold and silver coins, save a few copper ones of Muhammad bin Tughlaq. from various
mints of Bengal indicate his supenor administration and the economic activity of the province. Probably
by this ime Satgaon was not a city in the contemporary sense, as a port it nceded an casy supply of coins
for the sca gomng trade All these mints were admimistered by governors. The presence of both gold and
silver cons speak of the affluence of Bengal at that time. The word “Tanka™ was mentioned for the second

time in Bengal in the comage probably in these forced currency after Nasiruddin Mahmud of Delhi.

The gold and silver Tankas are of one fola weight standard of Muhammad bin Tughlaq save his two new
gold and silver coms The gold dinar weighs 198.6 grains and the silver Tanka 141.5 gramns known as
Adli”. gold was 16 ratis higher and silver 16 ratis lower in weight, No gold or silver coin of the Adli

weight were minted i Bengal.

It may be mentioned here that in the Bengal coins of Muhammad bin Tughlaq all the three terms for coins,

iz, sikka, fiddah and Tankah were used.
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B. Joint Coins of the Bengal Governors with Delhi Sultans

Some comns have been found n the joint names of the Delhi Sultans and the Bengal governors issued by
the Bengal Governors. They belong to Group B of our classification In all four Sultans and four
governors have been represented by their respective joint coins. They are:

I Sultan Shamsuddm Hwtmish with Daulat Shah bin Maudud
Sultan Nasiruddim Mahmud with Ikhtivar uddin Yuzbak
Sultan Ghivasuddin Tughlaq and Sultan Muhammad bin Tughlaq with Nasiruddin Ibrahim
Sultan Muhammad bin Tughlaq with Ghivasuddin Bahadur

:II-WM

B 1. Daulat Shah bin Maudud's joint coin with Shamsuddin Htutmish

Following the death of prince Nasiruddin Mahmud Iktiyaruddin Balka Khalji rebelled in Bengal 7abagat
- 1 - Nasiri simply mentioned that after the demuse of Prince Nasir ud din Mahmud Sultan Htutmish
marched to Lakhnauti. quelled the disturbance of Malik Ikhtiyaruddin Balka and after returning to Delln
in Rajab 627AH conferred the governorship of Bengal to Malik Alauddin Jani”. Therefore. Balka ruled
for about one¢ vear from Jumada 1 626 to Rajab 627 AH. In some old copies of the Tabagat-t -Nasiri and
in the majority of Jabagdar-i-Nasiri the date of subjugation of Balka is given as 628AH instead of 627AH
extending Balka's rule by one year™ Alauddin Jam was removed from the governorship of Lakhnauti
veny soon and Malik Saifuddin Aibak was elevated to the throne of Bengal Saifuddin ruled Bengal as a

governor upto 631/1234

During this penod one silver coin, bearing the names of Khalifa Al-Mustansir Billah and Sultan IHtutmish
on the obverse and "Alauddin Daulat Shah bin Maudud on the reverse. has been found™. Its date 1s either
627" or 629AH™ The difference in reading the date is due to the reading of the unit which can be read as

Saha or 71y ‘o The description of the comn is given below:

Type Bl Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the name of the Khahifa along with the tltle Amirr 'l mu’ mimin' and the name of the
Sultan Htutnmsh with a kuniyah “Abu’l Fath™ and utle “burhdnu amir'ti mu minin. No coin of lltutmish
bears the kunivah Abul Fath. Instead. Abul Muzaffar has been used. The title ‘Burhan’ tallies only with

the horseman type gold comn bearing the mint name Darh bi Gaur issued by ‘Ilwad during his carly

! Comage_p 158
_: TN text, p. 174, quoted by Thomas in JASB (1873). p. 363 Fn,
TN, (Raverty). p. 617 Fn. 5.
YICB, 1. JASE (1873). p. 364, coin no. 13.
* Ibid. p. 364
“Coinage. p 21, coin no. 33A, H N. Wright gave the reading as 629 (?) with a question mark
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vassalage and which refers to ltutmish as burhéanu amiri’l mu'minin. On all other comns Htutmish has the
tle of nasirn amirr | mumimin. The word “Burhan™ means “proof™ i.¢. the proof of the Commandcr of the

Faithful. assigned to tutmish by the governor of Bengal, Daulat Shah bin Maudud.

The reverse bears the name of the govemnor, he himself proclaimed high sounding titles on the reverse,
such ay Sultanu'| Adil (the just sultan), “Shahan shah 1 Bazil, (munificant king of the kings) Abi | ghazi
(father of the Champion). ‘edada Khalifatullah, (the arm (helper) of the vicegerent of Allah) and zahiru
amirt T mu minin (supporter of the commander of the faithful) No mint name is given on the coin. The
date 1s on the reverse margin. The identity of the name of Daulat Shah bin Maudud is a puzzle, as there is

no record of such a name in the list of governors and rulers in Bengal”

Most of the scholars hold that Daulat Shah bin Maudud of the coin was identical with Ikhtivaruddin Balka
Khaljr Thomas on the basis of a manuscript of Tabaqat considers this view. m which the name 1s Malik
[khtivaruddin Daulat Shah 1 Balka and associates more directly the title with the name. The name of Balka
Khalp recorded varously as “Daulat Shah Khalp, Malik 1+ Lakhnauti, Malik Iktiyaruddin Balka™ (7N,
Calcutta text. P 162), and Malik Ikhtiyaruddin Iran Shah Balka Khalji™. Raverty identified him as the son
of ‘lwad Khalji” But in Habibi's copy of Tabagar-i-Nasiri only ‘Malik Daulat Shah Khalji Malik i
Lakhnauti* is mentioned. K- R. Qanungo also holds the same view i¢. Balka and Maudud are identical,
but he presumed that Balka was a partisan of “Twad®'. The above views arc based on the reading of the
com’s date as 627AH But some scholars question why Balka should inscribe the name of Iltutmish,
against whom he had rebelled on his coins™. The other question i1s why would Balka mention Maudud if
he was Iwad’s son On the other hand Abdul Karim holds that Daulat Shah and Balka are different
persons. He argues that since Sultan Htutmish’s name has been inseribed Daulat Shah was not a rebel But
according to Minhay Balka rebelled agamst the Dellu Sultan. Again there 1s no valid reason to proclaim
Daulat Shah i the coms of Ikhtivaruddin Balka. Therefore. Balka and Daulat Shah arc not identical
Karm presumed that after the death of Nasiruddin Mahmud there was disorder among the soldiers of
Htutmish at Lakhnauti prior to the appomtment of a governor from Delhi. At that time, Daulat Shah. a
commander of the forces. assumed power and struck comns in the joint names of Iltutmish and himself in
627AH. This act of a fellow soldier encouraged Balka to assume power and by killing Daulat Shah he

(Balka) usurped the throne and declared independence™.

T IMC I pp. 130131 Comage, pp. XVII-XVILL, TV, (Raverty), pp. 625-627.
I" JASB (1873). p. 364 Fn Quoted by Thomas

" TN, (Raverty). p. 617,

“'TN (Bangla Academy Ed ). p. 76 Fn. 5

Y HB, Il p. 44

** Sultani Amol. p. 110

“lbid. pp. 112-114
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Mohar Ali states somewhat differently that after assuming power in Lakhnaut Mahk Balka Khalji 1ssued
coms n 627/1230 i the jont names of ltutmish and himsclf, this however did not satisfv the Delhi

Sultan™

Considering the above views we presume that if 627AH 1s accepted as the coin's correct date then the
issuer of the con was Ikhtiyaruddin Daulat Shah Balka, sometime he was mentioned as ‘Iran Shah™ The
comn was struck at the very beginning of his assumption of power at Lakhnauti. To camouflage the other
rival Malik. he put the Sultan’s name 1¢. ltutmish on the coin and the high sounding title Shahanshah 1
Bazil mdicates s intentions. Moreover the reverse legend 1s more emphatic and more at par with the
titles of the Sultan on the obverse. Sultan Iltutmish is given the title of As Swultanu’l A'zam and himself
instead of the usual Sultanu | Mu 'azzam he assumes the title of As Sultanu 'l “Adil, (the just king). Again
he calls hmself Shahan Shah + Bazil but gives no equivalent title to Hitutmish. Then after the regnal ttle of
Httnush which was Shamsuddin. his own title of Alauddin follows. There 1s a kumyah for both, for
ltutmish 1t 1s Ahit 7 Fath (father of victory) and for himself abu | ghazi (father of the champion (who
became victonious). with almost equivalent meaning. It is to be noted here that all the coins of Iltutmish
bear abu 1 muzaffar. here the governor calls him abii 'l fath. Again the Sultan was given the utle hurhanu
amirs T micmimin 1e. proof of the amir’l mu'minin not the usual nasir'u amiri ‘| mu'minin  which was
used in the comns of ltutmish. And for himself he chose (hand (helper) of the vicegerent of Allah) not
Amin’l Mu'mmin Interestingly it 1s to be noted here that the Delhi Sultan 1s “proof™ of Amiri’l Mu minin
and the governor limself 1s helper of the Khalifa (vicegrent) of Allah. Therefore. in the coin legends the
governor's superiority over the Sultan is clearly indicated No equal title was given to the sultan but
governor himself m addion proclaimed an equivalent of burhanu amiri’! mu ‘minin, 'supporter of the
Amiri’l Mu'minm'’. at lcast two more titles like shahan shah i hazil and adada Khalifatulleh along with

his father's name have been put by Daulat Shah on the comn.

There is no independent coin of Daulat Shah bin Maudud. Probably he did not have the time to strike any.
as soon he was captured and probably slain by the Sultan. A coin of Daulat Shah of Bengal was published
n 1977 by P L Gupta in the Journal of Numismatic Digest and in 1979 by Manik Lal Gupta in the JNSL
But both the scholars made mistakes in identifying the sultan with Daulat Shah bin Maudud. The con of
Daulat Shah reported by these scholars has no connection with the coin of Daulat Shah bin Maudud. The
names of the Khalifa Mustansir Billah in the coins of Daulat Shah bin Maudud and Mustasim Billah in the
coin of Daulat Shah may be the deciding factor. Daulat Shah's comn will be discussed in the proper place

later on

If the 629AH date of the con of Daulat Shah bin Maudud is taken to be correct (H. N. Wright) then

obviously the issuer of the com would be Alauddin Jani whom ltutomsh made governor of Lakhnauti after

YHAB 1A p 2
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suppressing the revolt of Balka. Malik Alauddin Jam was “Shahzada’ of Turkistan so he may have struck
coins”  Both Daulat Shah bin Maudud and Jani had identical title of Alauddin and as a vassal he issued
coins jomtly with the name of Sultan [ltutmish. The high sounding utles reflect his ambitions for
mdependence. We have no information about the activities of Aluddin Jami and “for some reason he was
removed from the governorship of Lakhnauti, hus short rule lasted one year and a few months only™ After
that Malik Saifuddin Aibak, governor of Bihar, was given the governorship of Lakhnauti He died in
633AH after ruling for three vears. Therefore, we may count backwards to determine the last date of
Jant's removal and ascension of Saifuddin. Three years backwards from 633 is 630AH. Jani was given the
charge i Rajab 628AH So. in Rajab 629 he completed one year. That same year he was removed and
Saifuddin appointed. This is according to the Tabagat’s calculation but we do not have any information
about the cause of Jani's removal, even the Tabagat is silent on this. The coin legend, the assumption of
high-sounding titles on the joint coin, his attempts to proclaim independence in Bengal, might have been
the cause of his removal  All these assumptions will only be applicable 1f we accept the date of the jont
comn as 629AH as rcad by Wright.

Only one com of Daulat Shah bin Maudud has been found. It 1s of silver, of full Tanka denomination and
of onc tola standard. No munt name 1s mentioned. Discovery of a clearly dated coin may solve the
problem. whether the issuer of the coin bearing the name Daulat Shah bin Maudud was Balka Khalji (627)
or Alauddin Jani (629) or a third person.

** Sultani Amol. p. 110,
“IN. Raverty. p. 617.. fn 5. Adi Parva, pp.47-48,
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B 2. Malik Ikhtivaruddin Yuzbak's Joint Coins with Nasiruddin Mahmud

The governor of Bengal, Jalaluddin Mas “ud Jam was succeeded by Malik Ikhtiyar ud din Yuzbak,
governor of Oudh. Though he 'was a habitual rebel™ still he did not proclaim independence at first. At the
carly peniod of his rule he was loyal to the Delhr court and struck coins from Bengal in the joint names of
the Delhi Sultan Nasir ud din Mahmud and himself. But very soon he declared independence and struck

comns in his own name

Only one type of jomnt coms are found which was issued by Yuzbak from Bengal and are of one Tanka
denomimation. The weight standard was after the fola weight and in silver only. No coins in other metal or

any denominational coins are found in join names.

ype Bl Silver Tanka
A joint coin beanng the names of Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud of Delln and Yuzbak, the governor of
Bengal has been found The obverse bears the legend n the circle ay Sultanul azam Nasir ud dunya watl
din abiil muzattar Mahmiid bin as Sultan fi nawbat al 'abd Yiizhak as Sultani, “the great Sultan helper of
the world and the religion father of the conqueror Mahmud son of the Sultan in the vice royalty of Yuzbak
as Sultani®

The reverse bearing the legend in Arabic fi ‘ahadil Imam al Musta'sim amiri | mu'mininn, “in the time of
the leader al Musta'sim commander of the believers™ The margin gives the mint name of Lakhnauti and
the date. The com was first published by Thomas and Hoernle, later on. it finds its place in the Indian
Museum. Calcutta (IMC. Il p. 22 no.140). But the legend of the last two hnes of the obverse was not
deciphered fully and though the mint name Lakhnauti was there but the date’s umit was not clear and are

off the flan. The first and second digits which are readable show 65(7).

In this type the Delht Sultan is given the title as Sultan u'l a’zam and the governor is represented as fi
nawhati I- 'abd Yuzhak as Sulfani. That 1s mn the governorship or during the viceroyalty of the slave

Yuzbak as Sultam

The joint com Type Bl s not dated but there is a comn of this type in SCA which bears the mint name and
date. “Lakhnauti 6517 So it 1s certain that Yuzbak did not proclaim his independence till 651 and as a
loval governor to the Sultan of Delhi he inscribed the Sultan’s name as as Sultan ul a’zam Nayir ud dunya
wa d din abit | muzaffar Mahmid bin as Sultan. His own name appears as a humble submission to the

Sultan as fi nauhan 1 wbd-Yizbak as Sultani (1¢. in the period of the governorship of the slave Yuzbak)

" Already he was revolted twice against Sultan Naisruddin and each time been pardoned and promoted through the
favoure of Ulugh Khan Balban. /8. I1. p 51
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On the reverse 1s the usual name of the Khalifa. On some coins Lakhnauti is clear on the margin but the
date 1s mussing On the basis of his independent coin which is dated 652 and on the basis of SCA coin
dated 651 1t may be ascertained that this join coms were stuck before his declaration of independence in

652AH
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B 3. Nasiruddin Ibrahim's Joint Coins with Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq and Muhammad Bin Tughlaq

Nasiruddin Ibrahim was one of the sons of Sultan Shamsuddin Firuz of Bengal who issued coins. But he
issued them after Ius father's death jointly in the names of Ghiyasuddin Tughlag and Muhammad bin
Tughlag

[bn Batuta informs us that in 722AH. Shihabuddin succeeded his father Firuz but was challenged by his
vounger brother Bahadur, who seized the kingdom and killed most of his brothers. Two of them,
Shihabuddin and Nasiruddin fled to Delhi to Ghivasuddin Tughlaq and sought help. Accordingly Tughlag
Shah marched to Bengal and Bahadur was captured in battle and sent to Delhi as captive™, Nasiruddin
Ibrahim was given the governorship of Lakhnauti for his submission and loyality™. Therefore, Nasiruddin
was appointed as joint ruler in 724AH/1324CE by Taughlaq Shah. Nasiruddin was also allowed to strike
coins in the jomt names of himself and Ghiyasuddin Tughlag. Ghiyasuddin annexed Satgoan and

Sonargoan and placed them under his adopted son Bahram alias Tatar Khan.

Tughlag dicd at Afghanpur on the way during his retum journey to Delhi in 725AH. His son Muhammad
succeeded him and he released Bahadur Shah and appointed lim as governor of Sonargoan on certain
conditions He was also given permission to strike coins jomtly as has been discussed separately in this
chapter. Also. Malik Pindar Khalji was made the governor of Lakhnauti with the title of Qadar Khan by
Muhammad Tughlaq. therefore, it 1s evident that Tughlag made Qadar Khan a joint governor with
Nasiruddin and the latter was called off to Delhi. Nothing has been heard about Nasiruddin except that he
performed well i the battle to quell Bahram Kishlu in Multan mn 727AH as an aid to Muhammad
Tughlag™

Two types of Nasiruddin Ibrahim’s coins are known. All are of silver one Tanka and of onc tola weight
standard It 1s to be mentioned here that both types are joint coins with two Delhi Sultans, Ghiyasuddin
Tughlag and Muhammad bin Tughlaq respectively

Type Bl Silver Tanka

The coms with the jont names of Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq and Nasiruddin Ibrahim The obverse bears in a

square the name of the Delhi Sultan with the title as Swultan u'l a’zam. The full legend on the obverse is as
Sultan w'l a'zam Ghivay ud dunya wa 'd din abi'l muzaffarTughlaq Shah as Sultan, *The supreme Sultan
succour of the world and the religion father of the conqueror Tughlaq Shah the Sultan™.

™ 1bn Batwia, Rehlar, p. 439, quoted by Mohar Ali in fA/B. Al p. 115
" Barani. p. 450, quoted by Mohar Al in //A/B. Al p. 115
YHMB 14 p 116
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The reverse bears the name of the governor with the humbler title as Sultan 1l mu ‘azzam Ndayir ud dunya
wdd din abii | muzaffar Ihrahim Shah as Sultan hin as Sultan. *The great Sultan helper of the world and
rehigion father of the victory Ibrahim Shah the Sultan son of the Sultan’. Nasiruddin used the formula as
Sultan bin Sultan” r.e. Sultan son of a Sultan as his father Firuz was a Sultan”™

Tyvpe B2 Silver Tanka

The obverse bears as Sultan w'l a zam Muhammad Shah as Sultan bin as Sultan, ‘the supreme Sultan

Muhammad Shah the Sultan son of the Sultan”, in a double square within a circle with no margin.

The reverse bears the name of the Governor with the lesser title of as Sultan u 'l mu'azzam Nasir ud dunya
wad din abii | muzaffar Ibrahim Shah as Sultdn bin Sultan, “the great Sultan helper of the world and the
religion father of the conqueror Ibrahim Shah Sultan son of Sultan”. No margin is traceable”™

Both coins are different in design and arrangement of legend. But the Sultan of Delhi has been given the
supenor Utle al a’zam and the governor 1s al mu “azzam.  Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq's comn legend ends only
with ay Sw/tan but Nasiruddin has been given the ttle as Sultan bin as Sultan as his father Firuz was the
Sultan of Bengal On the other hand Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq’s father was not a Sultan. In Muhammad
lughlag s com both the Sultan and governor used the utle “Sultan bin Sultan™ as both were sons of a
previous Sultan. As there was no date or mint name on the coin it is reasonable to believe that both the
coins were struck from Lakhnauti and Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq's comn struck in 725 or before 725AH as
Ghivasuddin died in 725AH” Muhammad Tughlaq’s coin’s date was between 725 to 727AH, the year
Nasiruddin was called off to Delhi. Stapleton proposed Muhammad Tughlaq’s coin’s date as 726AH™.

There 1s a pecubianty in depicting the word “al a'zam™ and ‘as Sultan’ in the coin of Muhammad bin
Tughlag. It 1s not casy to understand why the word al a'zam and as Sultan have been broken up and
placed separately  Traditionally they are placed together on the coins. It was done due to the shortage of
spacc. 18 not concenable, then why these two words are engraved like this? In fact, the text of the obverse
of type Blis longer than the obverse of Type B2 and issuer of both the coins are the same person,
Nasiruddin Ibrahim even the reverse legend (beaning his own name) 1s longer than the obverse vet that has
not been broken. Why these two words are engraved like this 1s not casy to explan. It may also be noted

here that exeeution of Muhammad's joint coins were also a bit crude in comparision to Ghiyasuddin's.

It may also be noticed that on the coin only Muhammad Shah has been inscribed to denote Muhammad
bin Tughlaq. It can be assumed that Nasiruddin struck coimns in the name of Mubammad bin Tughlaq from

“UJASB (NS NV 1922), p. 421 Numismatic Suppliment, xvi.. 1911,p.699,pl.xv.coin no.3.
* JASB. bid, p. 424. Cuinage, p.129, coin no.505 B,

" JASB INS. sviii 1922 | p 421

" Ibid. p. 424
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Lakhnauti to show his allegiance to Muhammad Tughlag, as soon as he received news of the death of

Ghivasuddin. the new Sultan

As he issued coms i the names of two Sultans who ruled successively in Delhi, it can be inferred”™ that

Nasiruddin's profile was an amiable one in contrast to his brother Bahadur who rebelled again and again

" Suttani Amol. pp 159-160

L
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B 4. Ghiyasuddin Bahadur's Joint Coin with Muhammad Bin Tughlaq

Ghivasuddin Bahadur was freed from captivity in 725AH by Muhammad bin Tughlaq and was appointed
governor of Sunargaon jointhy with Bahram Khan, on certain conditions. He was allowed to strike comns
and have the Khutbe read jomtly with the Delhy Sultan. The only condition he did not comply with was to

send his son Muhammad (Barbet) as a hostage to the Delhi court™.

According to the agreement Bahadur issued coms from Sunargaon mint. Comns in the joint names have
been found in both gold and silver dated 728AH. All his coins are of one tola weight standard.

The joint cons of Muhammad bin Tughlaq and Ghiyasuddin Bahadur may be classified as three types:

Type Al: Gold Tanka (1oint 1ssue)

The obverse bears the name of the Delhi Sultan Muhammad bin Tughlaq with an indication that the coin
was struck by the order of Tughlaq Shah. durtha bi amiri’l wasik billah Muhammad bin Tughlag Shah,
(This com) was struck by the order of al - Wasik billah Muhammad bin Tughlag Shah. The circular
marginal legend 1s hazihi s sikkatu bt Hadrat Sunarganw sanah saman wa ‘ishrin wa sab 'a miyah 1.¢ this

coin (was struck) at Hadrat Sunargaon in the year cight and twenty and seven hundred 1e. 728AH.

The reverse bears the name of Bahadur with the epithet as Sultan u'l-mu ‘azzam, meaning great Sultan,
(not " the greatest'. al- azam) and after the name 1s the formula “Sultan bin as Sultan” i.¢. Sultan son of a

Sultan. Weight of the comn is 10.6 grams following the weight of one tola standard.

Type A2 Gold half Tanka
A half Tanka gold i the joint names of Muhammad bin Tughlag and Ghiyasuddin Bahadur Shah was

recenthy discovered from Comulla town from a jeweller. Obverse of the coin bears the same legend as the
com Tape Al of gold except the word “darb™ of the begmming. The obverse design has a square within a

circle.

The reverse legend is in a square as Sultdn w'l mu ‘azzam Ghiyas ud dunya wa'd din, duc to the shortage
of space the legend 1s incomplete. There is no margin on any side. The weight 1s 545 gm and

measurement i1s | 7mm- So. it is a half tanka gold, joint coin known for the first time.

Tyvpe Bl Silver Tanka

Same as the gold com Type Al including date and mint
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Type Bla Silver Tanka
The obverse legends of both the sides are the same as above coin Type BI but the arrangement and weight

are different

The legends of Tape Al and BI are arranged in a square wathin a circle. The reverse legend is in double
squarc within a aircle On the other hand the obverse legend of Type Bla is placed in a double circle. The

reverse legend 1s ina circle The legends of both gold and silver coins are the same.

The weight of Type Bla is 0908 grams after the weight of “adli” comn introduced by Muhammad bin
Tughlaq for lus South Indian coins

Earlicst and only known date of the jont coin issued by Bahadur from Sunargaon is 728AH. No coins
carher than the comn of 728AH are known but he was given the charge in 725AH. In 728AH he rebelled
and declared independence 1ssuing coins in his own name only. This 18 discussed elsewhere in this

chapter.

It 1s very difficult 1o guess why he waited for three years to strike coins jointly. According to the
agreement he could have done this night after his appointment in 725AH It is also not easy to conjecture
why he rebelled 728 AH the same year in which he issued joint coins. From the reports of the historians
the cause of his revolt i 728 could be that the pressure from Delhi to send his son as a hostage was
gradually ncreasing. as well as the co-governor, Bahram’s interference in the admunmistration. This

compelled the rebellious Bahadur to declare independence”

The assuance of jont coms i 728 was hus last effort to sausfy Muhammad bin Tughlag. On the other
hand. Muhammad Tughlag was after the fulfillment of all the terms of the agreement, particularly the last
one of the sending of the son of Bahadur to Delhi as a hostage, which provoked Bahadur to rebel
Consequently 1t brought about Bahadur's brutal death. bringing s an end to the independence of Bengal

for the time being

" Sultani Amol. p.160
" Sultant Amol, p.160
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C. Coins of the Governors who Proclaimed Independence
C 1. Ruknuddin Al Mardan Khalji 607 - 609/1210 - 1212

The first independent Sultan who 1ssued coins in Bengal was 'Ali Mardan Khalji™ Coins of Ali Mardan
belong to group "C of our classification 1.¢. cons of the Governors who proclaimed independence. He was
a general of Bakhtivar Khalji and had led an eventful life. Firstly an assassin of his master Bakhtiyar, then
a captive of Shiran Khalp. fugitive to the court in Delhi, a prisoner at Ghazna and finally govemor of

Bengal ™

‘Ali Mardan obtamned the governorship of Lakhnauti from Qutb ud din Asbak, the Emperor of Delhi in
1210CE After Bakhuvar's death ‘lzzuddin Shiran Khalp and Husamuddin “lwad Khalji were governors
before the assumption of power by 'Ali Mardan. As revealed in the chronicles both the governors were de-
facto sovereigns and did not procured any formal appointment from Delhi, nor did they issuc any coin

{111

during their rule up to 1210CE. None of their coins have been discovered or reported so far

After the brutal assassination of Bakhtiyar Khilji in 1206CE by 'Ali Mardan''. the Khalji Chiefs of
Lakhnauti opted in favour of Shiran Khalji who become the governor of Bengal and ruled for about a year
n 1207-1208CE. “lwad was replaced by Al Mardan who received an appomtment from the Emperor of
Delhi in 1210CE"" As a governor Ali Mardan ruled in Bengal hardly for cight months As soon as
Quibuddin. the Emperor of Delhi. died in November 1210 CE he declared independence as Sultan of
Bengal. Minhaj tells us that Khuthah was read in his own name'”. Evidently *Ali Mardan was the first
independent Sultan of Bengal and according to the historians he proclaimed the “Title of Sultan among

the govemnors of Bengal ™

Undoubtedly "Al Mardan was an able soldier but impolitic, blood thirsty and of murderous disposition’.

furthermore. due 1o his tyranny and vengeance agamst his Khalp kinsman he was ulumately, killed by

1]

them and Husamuddin was chosen as their ruler (c.1213 CE)

Before the recent discovery of the cons of Ali Mardan historians were not definite about the existence of

his comns. But now we are definite that he had 1ssued coins in both gold and silver.

VAR B WY Pp 198--199
“HB .pp 17 - 18
" Ibid.
"IN (Bangla Academy . Ed ) Text. (Habibi), p. 12.
"S B p. 18
TN (Raverty), p. 378 (Text, Bangla Accademy Ed p. 14, Tabaqat did not mention about sikka)
"B L p 19 HAIB, 1L, p. 7T: Adi Parva, p. 32.
" TN (Raverty). p. 580. (Text Bangla Accademy Ed. p. 14). HB, /1. p. 20,
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Presently ar least four of” Al Mardan's coins are known They may be divided into two categonies: A Gold

coms, B Silver coms. descriptions of which are given below
A. Gold coins

There are two gold coms. both of which are fractional denominations of one Tanka and both are of the
same type In 1973 a gold coin of "Ali Mardan along with two other horseman type gold Tankas of
Muhammad bin Sam and ltutmish were published (all the three coins are preserved in the British
Museum'"). The second gold coin is a die duplicate of the British Museum specimen and published in an

auction sale catalogue of Spink & Sons Numismatic Ltd. Zurich'”.

Iype Al Gold one-fitth (/<) Tanka

The obverse bears an cffigy of a horseman in the centre within a circle. The Arabic legend in the

surroundig margin contains the Kalima.

The reverse legend 1s i a dotted circle, arranged in five lines and consists of the name and title of the
Sultan i a plain area. having no date and mint name, as Sultan u'l mu'azzam "Ala ud dunya wad din abii 'l

muzaffar "Alt Mardan. “the great Sultan glory of the world and religion father of victory Ali Mardan®

We are not sure whether there was any date or mint name in the margin, Not a single margin of a known
com 1s clear and fully decipherable. The Zurnich coin has an illegible word. of non-Arabic character after
the kalima. which ends at six positioning of a clock. Though beginning of the kalima is partially cut off
the flan Stll if we allow space for the kalima some space will remain blank, this space might have been
used for the date i Devnagrr like the denominational horseman coins of Muhammad bin Sam

hus

Another com of this type was recently published in SCA™ The date of the coin is not clear but struck in

the month of Safar Weight 1s 2.27gm and diameter 1s 1 7mm.

The effigy of the sultan on the coins of Ali Mardan looks like the Gaud Vijoye coin, the nding of the
horse. pose of holding the club. the turban of the horseman, even the posture of the galloping horse are
alike. All these indicate a close affinity with the Gaud Vijoye comn. If we admit the hypothesis that the
'Gaud Vijove' coms were struck in Gaud, then we can conclude that the coins of Ali Mardan were also

struck in Gaud

"NSE XXXV (1973 p 198

"UUNSE XLIX (1987), p. 52.

" Singapore Comn Auction, Taiser - Baldwin - Gillio, Cat. 28, 1999, (henceforth SCA), p. 43, coin no.662 pl.39.
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The obverse legend shows that Ali Mardan proclaimed himself ‘al mu'azzam’ not al-a'zam. Though both
the words bear the meaning of "great"”. al-a'zam 1s a superlative. The most important factor in the legend is
the lagah. which 15 “Ala ud din," but his regnal or julus name was Rukn ud dunya wa d-din abu'l

muzaffar Alr Mardan

Both Lowick'" and Nizamuddin'"'have informed us that there is a mistake in spelling the word 'Ala
which has been written Ala nstead of 'Ala, 1.¢. alif instead of ‘an. But in fact, what both the writers
identified as alif 1s actually Ra, and the fatah above alif is nothing but an oblique stroke of kaf' The last
letter 15 a noon, which 1s not i full form, so, both the writers have mistaken the word Rukn as Ala because
the straightly written letter Ra looks almost like an alif Silver coin Type B2 reveals the word Rukn very

clearly and engraved in full form.

All the history books mentioned his name as 'Ala ud din "Ali Mardan, it is only the coin which reveals that
his title 18 Rukn udedin

Theretore. with this numismatic evidence we may conclude with certainty that Al Mardan's regnal utle

was Rukn ud din " Al Mardan. not "Ala ud din as recorded by the chroniclers and historians.
B. Silver coins
The two silver coins of Ali Mardan are different and are of two types. Type Bl and Type B2,

Type B1- Silver Tanka

A full 7anka silver coin, which is almost the same as his gold coins in arrangement are preserved in a

private collection m Dhaka'" The margin of the coin is illegible. The obverse contains a similar
horseman with club and turban, as in the gold comns the horse prancing to the left. They all speak of the

production of the same mint and probably of the same engraver

The reverse legend s also same as the gold Type Al 1s i five hines. The word Rukn s at the end of line
two. similar to the gold com. At first sight it looks like Ala, the Nun's 1.¢. nun of the word Rukn of all the
coins are half curved having a dot, to some extent like the letter 'Ra’, but the word in the coin 1s effaced

Provenance of the com according to the collector is Rajshahi- Naugaon region in the northern part of
Bangladesh

"CHB 11, P. 19, (All the History books mentioned his name as Alauddin Ali Mardan, it 1s only the coin which
reveals hus title as Rukn ud din.)

M INSLXXXV(1973).P.199

UL INSLXLIX.(1987).P 52,

"> Dr Ishaq Imam Collection. Dhaka.
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Type B2: Silver Tanka

The obverse 1s as the same as Type Bl but it 1s from a different die. Though the horseman and horse are

alike but some difference can be traced in minute details. The reverse legend 1s arranged in five lines like
other coms but with mmor alternation in line two which contains only the word al_mu'azzam. Again the
letter Ra of Kikn 1s not clearly visible and the word Rukn 1s placed at the beginning of line three instead of
end of line two Morcover, the word Rukn i1s written differently from coin Type Al and Bl In this coin
the word Rukn is very clear and 1s in the possession of another private collector in Dhaka'"* Another
photograph of the com of this type has been shown in a price catalogue published in India without
revealing any information of the coin and its provenance'” The coins of both the private collection and
sale catalogue do not possess the word "Mardan' fully on the coin. But a coin of “Al Mardan (Type B2)
published in the Singapore Coin Auction List (p. 39 no. 663) has 'Mardan in the last line very clearly. This
type B2 1s a umique com of Ali Mardan bearing his julus title, Rukn ud dunya wa 'd din very clearly. None
of the hterany sources or chromicles has informed us of any other regal utle than “Alauddin for lam. Full
Tanka silver coms of Ali Mardan are few, and few comns have been published. Type Bl and B2 of Ali
Mardan have been located in two private collections in Dhaka but are unpublished Other than this one
coin a photograph of Type B2 was published in a Bulletin in Calcutta. One coin of Type B2 has been
published in JNST by G S. Fand of Calcutta, which was again reproduced in Eaton's The Rise of Islam and

the Bengal Fronter

One com of Type B2 has been published in Rajgor's List. It 1s uncertain whether the same coin of the
bulletin finds its way via G S. Fand to Rajgor or 1t is a separate comn. Another com of Type Bl is reported
in the Sigapore Auction List. However, no coin of Ali Mardan reveals a clear-cut date on the margin. But
Type B2 of the Dhaka comn’s margin which looks like Saba’ or Tis'a wa sittu miyah. 1.¢. 607 or 609AH,
though G S Fand has rcad his coin’s date as ‘Ayhra 1.c 610 AH. As regards the weight, the gold coins
are fracuonal denominations of a gold Tanka weight 2. 26 gram Both the gold coins are of same weight
and size as they are dic duplicates as mentioned carlier. The size of the coin is 7 mm in diameter.
Thercefore these two gold coins may be identified as 1/5th of a gold 7anka. Lowick has raised the question
whether the denommation s really a fifth of a Tanka, as the Tanka of the later medieval period was
cquivalent to 96 rartis In companson to the gold 7anka of Muhammad bin Sam (Gaud vijove coin) it is

shightly over ane fifth Therefore, he has differentiated between theoretical weight and observed weight''

Silver coins of Ali Mardan are of one role standard weight set by Bakhuvar Khalji for his Gaud Vijoye
coms. It s revealed from the coin that the indigenous fola weight was adopted by Ali Mardan, which has
been followed by the subsequent Bengal Sultans as well as the Sultans of Delhi. The weight of the silver

""Mr. Iftckhar Alam Collection,Dhaka.
" Rajgor. p 13
T INSLXXXV.p 200
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com of the Dhaka collectors are 10.5 and 10 74 grams respectively and 27 mm in diameter The other one

1s also of one rofa standard. but the weight was not been mentioned in the catalogue.

No full gold 7anka of Ali Mardan has been discovered. On the basis of his fractional gold comn it can be
assumed that he had issued full gold 7ankas which may come to light in future. On the contrary there is
less probabihity of discovery of his silver fractional denomunations, because the Kauri shells were i
vogue for small transactions. Moreover, fractional denominations in silver were very scarce as far as the

Sultam coms of Bengal are concerned.

Due to the lack of clear dates on the coin’s margin it is not possible to infer any choronology on the basis
of cons No nscription of the period of Ali Mardan or in the name of Ali Mardan has yet been found
Therefore. on the information of history we may assume that Ali Mardan proclaimed independence in 607

AH and ruled up to 609/1213 as the first independent Sultan of Bengal.
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C 2. Ghiyasuddin Iwad 610 -624/1213 - 1227

After the murder of Ali Mardan Khalp in 1213CE Khalji nobles of Lakhnauti chose Husamuddin Iwad as
thewr ruler Minhay the only contemporary source sayvs “A party of the Khalji Amirs conspired together,
and slew Ali Mardan. and placed Malik Husamuddin Iwad upon the throne' '™

He was a fellow countrvman of Ikhtiyaruddin Muhammad, 1e. a man from Garamsir or modern Dast-1-
Margo. His father's name was Hussain. Iwad'’s early carcer was of a simple ass-driver who had to cam a
hard living by carrving loads to distant places. During one of his journeys he met two dervishes and

tempted by them for a bright future migrated to Hindustan and joined Muhammad bin Bakhtiyar'"”.

Like Ikhuvaruddin. Iwad was also a bold adventurer and by dint of his courage. sagacity and valour
became the Sultan of Bengal. As Minha) says. . and his affairs reached such a point that the coin of the
territony of Lakhnauti was stamped, and the Khutbah thereof read in his name and they styled him by the
title of Sultan Ghinvasuddin. He made the aity of Lakhnauti, the seat of Government, and founded the

fortress of Basankot''™”

This report of Minhaj may lead one to assume that after capturing power with the help of Khalji Maliks
Iwad struck comns. Khutbah was read in his name. and he proclaimed the utle Ghivasuddin. Circumstances
also advocate in favour of the above view, that though Ali Mardan had a formal appointment from Delhi,
after the death of Qutbuddin Aibak he declared independence and remained so till his death. As Bengal
was an independent Sultanate when Husamuddin captured power he (Iwad) must have been an
independent ruler. Mohar Al suggests that “On his accession to power for the second tme Husamuddin
took the name of Ghivath-al-Din “Twad Khalji. But about his assumption of the title Sultan “whether he
assumed also the ttle of Sultan from the beginning is not certain''™, Minhaj said that his affairs and
activities reached such a mark that sikkah was issued and Khutbah read in his name in Balad 1 Lakhnauti.
He was also addressed as Sultan Ghiyasuddin Iwad, His carly known coins are dated 616/1219 o
62171224 Then what was his status prior to 616AH a gap of at least 6 years from 610 to 616AH. It can
be assumed that either he did not issue coins till 616AH or if he did they have not been found. On the
basis of the study of his coins Thomas hold that he owed allegiance to the Dellu Sultan for the first few
years of his rule'™' Some scholars hold that “Iwad assumed the title of Sultan from the beginning and did
not show allegiance'™" to Delhi. But the coins dated 614 and 616AH of ‘horseman type’ bearing the name

TN (Eng Tr). L p 381 (Text Bangla Academy Ed p.14).
" lbid. p 581
" lbid pp S81-582
"UHABIA p 78
" JASE (1873). p 353
= Sudtans Amal pp. 98100 Corpus, p. 138: HB, I1. pp. 39 - 40.
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of Htutmish. scttled all their doubts and proved that these coins were issued from Gauda (Lakhnauti) and

undoubtedly by “lwad. This view was first postulated by Edward Thomas'*

After accession to power Iwad faced the task of consolidation at home and abroad 1.e. pacification and
winnmng over of the Khalp Anurs. particularly the partisans of Ali Mardan. and warding off the Ganga
rulers of Onssa He became loval to the Delli Sultan in whose name coins were struck. But m 6 16AH
‘Iwad proclaimed independence and struck coms m his own name and took the title of Ghiyas ud din
mstead of Husam ud din. At this me lltutmish was busy with the northern affairs of the state as in
617/1220 Khwanzm Shah Jalaluddin Mangbarni, occupied Lahore. Thus as revealed by his coins ‘Iwad
remained undisturbed nll 621AH. In 622AH Iltutmish freed from his northern troubles, marched against
Bengal. A treaty was made and ‘Iwad submutted to Delhi and paid an indemnity. Minhaj says that again
Khutbah was read and coins were stuck in the name of Iitutmish'™. Roma Niyogi has reported that a coin
is found bearing both the names of “Iwad and Htmish jointly on the same coin, issued i 622/1225AD"*.

It 15 an additional proof to the statement mentioned above

Now the question is. were the horseman type coins issued from Bengal and by ‘Iwad? On the answer of
this question rests the basis of s issuance of coms in favour of ltutmish and consequently the basis of
his early allegiance to Delli Because these horseman type of coins were found in Assam and a gold one
dated 614/1217 bears the miat name darb ba Gaud, it is established that the coins originated in Gauda 1.¢.
Bengal then 1t may be establhished that the issuer of these coins was ‘Iwad. Other coins of this type are of
silver with no mint name and dated 614 and 616/1217 and 1219CE. The place of onigin of the horseman

type of comn was a subjeet of contention among the histonans and numismatists for a long time

The basis of contention was the reading of the Arabic word ha Gaud There was no dot (nukta) on the
comn for the letter ha Therefore. the possibilities of various readings are there. By placing the dot on top
or below 1t may be read as Nagor or Ba Gaur or without dot Lakore. Edward Thomas first suggested ba
Gaur and accepted that “lwad showed allegiance to Delhi during the carly years of his rule But some
scholars read it as Lakore or Nagore'™'. a place i Rajsthan and Birbhum respectively. They concluded
that horseman type comns were not familiar in Bengal so their origin must be somewhere else. It 1s to be
noted that at that time no coins were known from Bengal, (prior to the horseman type coins of lltutmish of
614AH). Now horseman type comns dated 601AH in the name of Muhammad bin Sam are known and
they were struck by Ikhtivaruddin to commemorate the victory over Gauda. A similar horseman type coin
was also issued by Alt Mardan.  Therefore, the plea of the scholars that horseman type coins were not

famihar to Bengal 1s not tenable. Rather the presence in Bengal of these coins (horseman type) bearing the

2ICB, 11, (JASB. 1873). pp. 352. 353,
" TN (Eng. Tr). p. 610
STINSE XL (part | & 11). p. 42,
"** Qanungo. Hodivala. Karim, sce, /53 11, pp. 39, 40, Corpus, p. 138,
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names of Muhammad bin Sam. Ali Mardan and lltutmish, particularly the Gauda Vijoye coin and Darb ba
Gauda cons have proved undoubtedly that their ongin was in Bengal. It 1s significant that Al Mardan's
nfluence was not extended outside Bengal  Therefore, his horseman coins are additional proof of their
Bengal ongin.  Thus we may conclude that Thomas™ reading of ba Gaur, his supposition that these
horseman coms of Htutmish originated in Bengal and that the issuer was ‘Iwad on behalf of Itutmish are
all correct This proves “Iwad’s carly allegiance to Delhi. The earliest of Htutmish's horseman coins 1s
dated 614AH. For at least a period of three years (610 to 613AH) Bengal was devoid of any coms,
because no coins were found until 614AH. So, it is probable that for some reason Husamuddin did not
strike cons and ruled Bengal for sometime as a governor of the Delhi Sultanat and issued coins only in
the name of Htutmish before s Independence,  He declared independence in 616AH with the title

Ghiyasuddin which he publicised through his coins

One may raise the question why “lwad turned an independent Sultanat into a provience of Delhi. One may
argue that as “Iwad took over the sultanat after kilhng Ali Mardan who was an independent ruler. he
should have succeeded to an independent Sultanat'™. We do not have any information whether he did this
by direct or indirect support from Delhi. nor 1s any reaction of the Delhi Sultan reported about the Bengal
affairs (killing of Ali Mardan and taking power by Husamuddin “Iwad). Therefore, it may be inferred that
there was some sort of silent approval in favour of Iwad from Delhi. Probably for the prevailling situation
Iwad thought it wise not to declare independence at first. Particularly because of the disintegration of the
Khalji Maliks at home. and the fear of the aggression of the Ganga rulers of Orissa. There was also the
possibility of intervention by the Delhi Sultan himself Therefore, he showed his allegiance to Delhi
which led him to strike horseman type coins in the name of Iltutmish from Bengal in 614AH  Otherwise 1t
must be assumed that “Iwad’s assumption of power in Bengal had the direct or indirect approval of Delhi.
That 1s why Itutmish did not consider it necessary to interfere. Lakhnauti scemed to have remained with

Delhi after its separation duning the reign of Al Mardan Khalji.

“Iwad’s independent comns are found dated 616, 617, 619, 620 and 621AH, and falls into three categories.
according to their legends However there are vanations in each category due to the arrangements of lines,
design and dates. including the name of the month.  None of his coins bear the mint name but by
circumstantial evidence it can be assumed that they were struck at Gauda, Lakhnauti. [t 1s noted that all of
his known coins are of silver and of one Tanka standard. No denominational coins or coins in other metal

has yet been reported

Type Bl Silver Tanka

The comn's obverse bears the Kalima and in the margin the date. On the reverse the name of “Iwad with

his lagab. kuniyah along with his father's name followed by nasiru amiri ‘'l mu 'minin, “helper of the
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commander of the faithful’ The full legend 1s as Sultanu | muazzam Ghiyasud dunya wad din abii'l fath
‘Iwad al Husain nasirn amir 11 mucminin - In his carhiest discovered comns dated 6 16AH as well as 617AH
he styled himsclt as Siltanud muazzam meaning great sultan. He did not claimed to be as Sultan ul
a zam. grealest Sultan: Probably he wanted to observe the reactions of the people as well as that of the
Delhi Sultan: The very next year in 618 he proclaimed himself as Swultanul a’zam. In this type. ‘lwad
ntroduced the Kalima mstead of the effigy of a horseman as was depicted on the coins of Iltutmish dated
614 and 616AH. So 1t 15 proved from the coms of “Iwad that he wanted to introduce Islamic type con.
Afterwards all the Bengal Sultans followed him and the effigy of the horseman never appeared. Kalima
was first introduced an Islamic type of coins by the Umayyad Khalifa Abdul Malik'” Again on the
reverse “lwad claimed himself to be “helper of the commander on the faithful” to legitimize his claim as an

independent Sultan which was the common practice.

Type B2: Silver Tanka
Introduced m 61771220, the obyverse bears along with the Kalima the name of the khalifah an Ndsir i din

Allah amirt | mucmimn. ‘an Nasir lidinillah, commander of the faithful' name of the reigning khalifa of
Baghdad. Like the Type Bl the date is in the margin. A vanety of this type (B2) is found with altered
marginal legend bearing the name of the month, Rabi 11 along with the year. Here we find for the first

time the specific month along with the year

On the reverse “Iwad claims himself as Switan ul a’zam Ghiyasud dunya wad din abi’l fath Twad bin al
Husain nasiru amiri 'l mu 'minin wa wali “ahadhi "Alaul Haque wad din," greatest Sultan'. then the name of
the sultan. his father's name were retained as in Type Bl and ‘nasiru amiri’| mu'minin” After that he
added the word walt ahadhi “Alaul Hague meaning “and his heir apparent Alaul Haq”. This shows that
he was not sausfied by only proclaiming himself as Sultan ul azam® but he was appointing his heir
apparent through proclamation in coins. Most probably to commemorate this event 1.¢ nomination of his
herr. he issued some special comns inscribed with the month Rabi 11 Similar coins are also found of
619AH. there are none of 618AH. But this does not indicate non-issuance of coins or temporary loss of

power. Because from 616 1o 621 AH his coin legends indicate growing power.

Type B3: Silver Tanka
The obverse bears the Khalima and name of the khalifah as in Type B2, the date including the month and

the year in the margin. But no munt name has been mentioned. This type appears with the date 620 and
continued to be struck ull 621AH, Here we find for the first time the specific date of the month along with
the year It goes fi tarikh'tl ishrin min shahar rabi'ul akhir sanah ishrin wa sittu miyah meaning '[the coin
was struck] on 20" of the month Rabi I1. Year six hundred twenty i.e. 620AH'.

U HB L pp 3.0
" Yaqub Al Vushon Vudra O Hasta Likhan Shilpa. Dhaka: Bangla Accademy, 1989, pp- 61 -63
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The reverse starts with simply Ghiyas ud dunya wa 'd din abil fath ‘Iwad' bin al Husain gasimu amirt’l
mu minin Sultan ws Saldtin Nur (muiz) wd dunya wad din abii'l muzaffar Ali (Sher) burhanu amiri’l
mu minin. Without mentioning Sultanu 'l muazzam or al a’zam. After his Father’s name there appears a
new utle gasimu amiri ! mu 'ninin “partner/sharer of the commander of the faithful’® which was carlier
'helper of the commander of the faithful' a bigger title than ndsiru amiri | mu 'minin then Sultan us Salatin
1 ¢ “Sultan of the Sultans . then a new name starts Naruddin/Muizuddin abid muzaffar AlT Sher who is the
helper of the commander of the faithful. The reverse of this third type shows that “Iwad used for himself
the title “Sultan us Salatin® which was a higher title than that used on comm Type B2. He probably
abandoned “as Sultan ul a'zam’ for this type to accommodate the longer legend. He proclaimed himself
“Sultan of Sultans” and “partner of the Khalifa® (*Sultan us Salatin® and qasim amuril mu’minin) for

himself

All his coins bear abul fath “father of Victory™ as kunivahh. For his son Muizuddin he selected “father of
conqueror” and 'helper of the khalifa' which was used in the other two Types Bl and B2. The legend of the
last half of this comn indicates that Ali Sher whose title was Muiz uddin was mentioned along with his
father Ghivas ud din in the same coin. but the son had lower status. The date 20 Rabi Il on the con
indicates the com’s commemorative nature and probably this Muiz ud din was another son of Ghiyas ud
din “Iwad. Ala ul Hag mentioned 1n coin Type B2 was also probably his son who was made heir apparent
carlier but his whercabouts had not been recorded anywhere, nor 1s it mentioned by Minhaj. Therefore, it
may be inferred that first son Ala ul Haq was heir apparent and the second son Ali Sher was appointed as
governor in the Sivan region. ie. Lakhnor, Iwad’s newly conquered territory in the south western part of
his kingdom. or perhaps his second son Ali Sher got the heir apparentship only after the death of Ala ul

Haq.

The legend of Type B3 was misread by earlier scholars. Some read as ‘ala yad i nésiru amiri’l mu'minin’,
‘on the hand of nasiru amiril muminin’, but there are other readings. The Siyan inscription dated 7"
Jumada I1. 618AH/29 July 1221CE found in the dargah (Shrine) of Makhdum Shah of village Siyan in the
district of Birbhum. records the establishment of a khangah for sufis, where the name of one “Ali Sher son
of “lwad. hurhdanu amiri ! mu minin has been mentioned. Dr. Z. H. Desai identified this Ali Sher bin Iwad
as identical with Muizuddin of the coins of ‘Iwad dated 621AH and ala yad was read by him as “Ah
Sher”. Dr. Desar wrote. “Alt Sher mentioned in our record (inscription) as the son of ‘lwad 1s identical
with him (Muiz uddin) and the “Iwad of the record is none other than Ghiyasuddin ‘Iwad'®. Recently a
coin has come to light also with the name ‘ali Sher bin Iwad' in a sale catalogue'. So, it is evident from

the inscription and com that Ali Sher was the son of Iwad and a subordinate ruler in the western part of

'** Epigraphica Indica. Arabic & Persian Suppliment, 1975, pp. 7 - 8, quoted in Adi Parva, pp. 40 - 41
" SCA. pl 39. coinno. 671.
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Iwad’s kingdom m Birbhum region, In the south “Iwad also conqured some part of Orissa and placed 1t

under his son “Al Sher

Type B3 Com of “Iwad and the Siyan inscription reveal his conquest towards the north west of his
kingdom and also states that s able son or sons were associated with him in the conquest and

admistration of the arca. After about hundred years Shamsuddin Firuz made similar arrangements.

About ‘Iwad’s expansion Minha) writes that as a whole ‘Iwad was a liberal ruler. patron of learning and
fine arts. lis picty and gencrosity was proverbial. After the tyranny of Al Mardan his just and benevolent
rule was a veritable blessing for the subjects, he not only extended his kingdom towards north west and

south west but all lus ncighbours showed respect to him'™

From close obscrvation of ‘Iwad’s coins one may draw the conclusion that gradually he was gaming
power and proclamming higher titles. from “Sultanu’l mu “azzam™ to “Sultan u'l a'zam” and from "Sultan” to
‘Sultanus Salaun™. and. from “nasiru amiri’l mu’minin’ to 'qasimu amiri’l mu'minin’. Morcover on his
com Type B2 the name of the Abbasid Khalifa ‘An Nasir i dimllah’, were mscribed from 617AH
onwards. Thomas thought that use of the legend nasiru amiril muminin and gasimu amiril muminin
indicates that “lwad had received an ivestiture from the Abbasid Khalifa'"'. Scholars speak on this topic;
according to I. H Qureshi allegiance to the khalifa is only expressed here and there is no question of
recogmition from him Dr Dam points out that although lltutnmsh’s coins bearing the khahfa’s name are
found in Bihar dated 622 and 624AH he received the Khalifa's investiture on 22 Rabi 1 626/9 Feb 1288,
Therefore. for political reasons “Iwad may also have used the name of the khalifa without any recognition

182
or investiture -~

From the above discussion 1t 1s clear that from 610/1213 to 613/1213 - 1216 No coin was found cither in
the name of “Iwad or Htutmish. And from 614/1217 to 616 to 1219. *Horseman type’ coins bearing the
name of [ltutmish are known in both, gold and silver. Among these coins one varity bears the mint name
“Ba Gaur™. Then from 616/1219." Iwad’s own coins are found which continued up to 621/1224 and a type
in the joint names of “Iwad and Iltutmish, bearing the date 622/1225 is reported'. Lastly some coins in
the fabric of “Iwad’s comn style are found from Bihar region dated 622-624/1225-1227 in the name of

Hrutmish alone

"MHMB L. p. 83, Quated by Mohar Ali.

""" Edward Thomas. "The Initial Coinage of Bengal under the early Muhammadan Conquerors. Part 1", (henceforth
ICB. I1). JASB, 1873, p. 338,

"2 For detail discussion of the scholars see /MB, /4, pp. 82-83

" Roma Nivogi. A Unique Coin from Bengal & A Review of Iwad's Career®, JNS/, XL, part 1 & 11, (1978), pp. 42 -
43
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From the report of Minhay 1t scems that after the assumption of power for the sccond time Husamuddin
‘Iwad took the utle of Ghivasuddin. But Mohar Ali doubts whether he assumed the title of Sultan from the
beginning ~ Minhay has not said anyvthing clearly. The numismatic record of 616AH reveals that “lwad
became Sultan and used the lagabh Ghiyasuddin from 6 16AH. If we accept the view that “Horseman’ coins
were issued by “lwad in the name of Htutnush and he ruled as a vassal of the Delhi Sultan ull 616AH
there would stll be a gap of three years from 610 to 613AH when no coms were found. Before Iwad, Al
Mardan and Bakhtivar 1ssued coins occasionally for the purpose of commemoration. Probably “lwad was
the first ruler in Bengal to issue coins on a regular basis. It is to be noted that before Muslim rule there
were no regular coins or sikka system in Bengal. Therefore in the early period of his reign the striking of
coms was not a prime factor either for commercial activity or political legiimacy. He was busy
consohdatng his power As a governor he 1ssued coins in the name of Ttutmish from 614 to 616AH In
616AH he issued coms i his own name proclaiming independence and assumed the title of Ghivasuddin

in the same vear

As a nival of the Delln Sultan. to be at par with him and for the legitimacy of his power and kingdom in
the eye of Islam as well as his subjects. He used the name of the Khalifa of Islam in his own coins (coin
type 2 & 3 obv ) without anv proper recognition or recommendation from the Khalifa, gradually he gained
power by consolidating his affairs. This i1s demonstrated best through his coin type 2 and 3 1.¢. assumption
of lofty titles like su/tanu 'l mu a’zzam, Sultanu'l dzam’, Sultdn us Salatin, nasiru amiri 'l mu 'mimn. and
qasimu amirt’l mu'minin, as mentioned carlier. Furthermore, announcing wali @had, heir apparent
through his coins. “Iwad had issued his own coins without hindrance up to 621AH. The reported coin of
622AH bearing the jomt names of “Iwad and Htutmish was comed to oblige the Delln Sultan: Soon after
the return of the Delh sultan from Bengal in 622AH “Iwad drove away the newly appointed governor of
ltutmish Malik Alauddin Mas ‘ud Jani from Bihar probably in 623AH Consequently litutmish’s son
Nasiruddin marched to Bengal and “Iwad was defeated and killed by him in 624AH. No coins in the name
of ‘lwad have been found after 622 AH.

The coms which are in the Bihar-Bengal region following the coin fabric of “lwad bearing the name of
Htutnush date 622, 624 AH were not issued by “lwad. Had lltutmish’s coin of 624 AH been struck by
‘Iwad then there would not be any need of attacking ‘Iwad in 624AH by the Delhi forces. However no,
comns of “Iwad bearing the date 623 /1226 has yet been found.

According to Hoernle. when no mint name 1s found in the case of the Delln emperor then one should

134

automatically conclude that it 1s the imperial mint of Delhi’ ™ Dr. K. R. Qanungo opines that the coins of

lltutnush found i Bengal were carried from Delln by lus invading armues or governors, He also pleads

“UHAB, L1 p T8
" Hoernle. "A New Find of Early Muhammadan Coins", JASB, 1881, p. 35 f, quoted by Quanungo in HB. I1. p, 39.
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that Gaur was not mentioned as a city by Minhaj'™ Also Wright's ‘Lakur” and Hodivala's “Nagore™ were
never muint towns  But i the "Horseman® type comn ha Gaur was not prefixed by any Balad name. That
Gaur was an important place has been established with the citings of Gauda Vijoye in the commemorative
coms of Mohammad bin Sam. The "Horseman™ type coins of Al Mardan now confirm that all these
(horseman tvpe) onginated in Bengal Therefore, the reading of Iltutmish’s comn 1s most probably “Ba

Gaur™ Bemg issued by “Iwad, his early vassalage and allegiance to Delhi may be established.

Dr. Qanungo also points that as ‘lwad always used the Abbasid Khalifa's name on his coms, if he cared to
acknowledge the Delln Sultan, he would have associated his own name with the Sultan as Daulat shah bin
Mahmud had donc. But already we have scen that the use of the name of Khalifa did not require any
recommendation. To use the name of governor jointly with the Sultan required prior permission, which he
was given after the peace treaty of 622, This was probably followed by the issuance of coins in joint
names, If the Bengal fabric coins of ltutmish beaning the date 622AH, are assumed to be i1ssued by ‘lwad
then it may be presumed that permission of joint coin was cancelled very soon, or it was “Iwad's first
attempt to violate the terms of the treaty by putting his own name alongwith Iltutmish on the same coin.

However. the jomnt comn of 622 shows that “Iwad was the first governor to introduce joint comns in Bengal.

In the context of removal of Alauddin Jani from Bihar by ‘Iwad and attack of Bengal by prince
Nasiruddin in 624AH. it is doubtful that ‘Iwad had struck the coms of 622 and 624 in the name of
lltutmish  Therefore. the truth may lic on what professor Tarafder suggested that, “These coins were
issued from the region of Bihar south of the Ganges, over which Delhi governors had uninterrupted
control'”. During ‘Iwad’s time the circulation of coins increased to a considerable level: there is a issue
of almost eveny vear from 616 to 622AH in comparison to the previous reign, It speaks of a regular
economic activity based on com. Thus 1t may be presumed that money based trade and commerce was

emerging gradually

On the other hand after the treaty with the Delhi Sultan no comns were found in Bengal ull the end of
“Iwad’s rule save the joint coin of 622. This was probably duc to the drainage of precious metals hke gold
and silver from Bengal as indemnity money, which according to Minha) amounted to 80 lacs. ‘lwad had
no chance to compensate for this dramage by fresh conquests. Furthermore, the next govemor,
Nasiruddin. probably called back all the circulated coins for restriking. Thus no coins of ‘Iwad dated 623
& 624 have been found in Bengal.

The weight of the coins was based on the tola weight standard, set by Bakhtiyar and followed
subsequently by both Ali Mardan and’lwad. Coms of “Iwad do not exceed 166 grains. Generally the

"HRIL p 28
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13K

weight range of lus coms are between 150 grams to 166 grains, physically’™ Probably the standard
weight was fixed at 170 grams. and it was fallowed by the Delli Sultans for their own coins struck from

various mints including the munt of the capital in Delhi.

From his carly vassalage. coms in the name of lltutmish (1.¢.. following the type and comns of Ali Mardan
and Bakhtnar s G viyove comn (1e the Horseman type). were the model before him. His own coins
from 616AH were completely different from the horseman type. He declared independence in 616 AH
and qualitatve changes in coms were made, Also the declaration of sovercignty was dependant on the

message circulated through coins

" M.R Tarafdar. “Bengal s Relations with her neighbours: A numismatic study”, Bhattasali Commemoration
volume, Dacca Museum. 1966, p. 236
YIMC. 11 pp. 145-146
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C 3. Ikhtivaruddin Yuzbak 651 - 655/1253 - 1257

Alauddin Dulat Shah bin Maudud was governor of Bengal i 627 or 629/1229 or 1231 He may be
identified ether with Ikhtiyaruddin Balka Khalp (627AH) or “Alauddin Mas’ud Jani (627AH). Already

we know that he issued comn in the joint names of THtumish and himself.

From the period of Alauddin Jani 1e. 628/1230 to “lzzuddin Balban Yuzbaki (¢. 657A H.) for the history
of nearly 30 years our onginal source Tahaqat-i-Nasiri is piecemeal'”. However, after the demise of
Saifuddm Asbak (d 631). governor of Lakhnauti, Aibak Aor Khan, a Turkish general and probably one of
the slave officers of Sairfuddin Aibak usurped the governorship of Lakhnauti in 631/1233 Tughral Tughan
Khan the appomnted governor of Bihar challenged Aor Khan and marched against him and defeated and
killed him in battle. Qanungo informs us that the battle was fought between the city of Lakhnauti and the
fortress of Baskor and as a result Tughral Tughan became the master of both the wings of the Mushm

territory, Radha and Varind in addition to his own province, Bihar'®’

Tughral Tughan Khan ruled Bengal as a governor for mine years from 633/1235 to 642/1244. Both the
governors (Aor Khan and Tughan Khan) were loyal to the Delhi Sultans and no coins in their own name
have been found. but they 1ssued coins in the names of contemporary Dellu Sultans. The next governor of
Bengal was Malik Tamar Khan-i-Qiran who was the governor of Qudh and had been sent to help Tughan
to ward oft ot the Onssa forces. He had forcefully compelled Tughral Tughan to hand over the governor-
ship. Tughan Khan returned to Delhi in 643AH'' Both Tamar Khan and Tughral died on the same day.
one in Lakhnauti and the other in Oudh in 644 AH'*

On the death of Malik Tamar Khan_i_Qiran the governorship of Bengal and Bihar was granted by the
impenal court to Jalal ud din Mas'ud Jani. son of Malik "Alauddin Jam. (644 AH) None of the above

mentioned governors issued any coin in their own name

Malik Ikhtivaruddin Yuzbak, governor of Oudh succeeded “Alauddin Mas'ud Jami in 650 AH in
Lakhnauti'”' Hc was a habitual rebel, having already risen twice against Sultan Nasiruddin, pardoned
cach time and promoted through the favour of Ulugh Khan Balban. Malik Ikhtiyaruddin Yuzbak, a slave
of Shamsuddin lltutnish was a bold. brave and expert soldier. Under royal patronage he served the

kmgdom from vanous positions from time to time and was ulumately given the governor-ship of

Y Adi Parva.p 49
" HB.ILp A6
"' Adi Parva.p 55
Y HBILp.S0
" bid.p 51
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- «u]oded
Lakhnauti  Fhs Rashness and imperiousness™ ™ became  evident when he very soon  declared

independence in Lakhnaut and struck comns in his own name

Three types of coms of Yuzbak have been discovered so far All arc of silver and one Tanka
denomination. No comn of Yuzbak in any other metal or denominations have yet been found A joint comn
bearing the names of both Sultan Nasir ud din Mahmud of Delhi and Yuzbak 1s discussed separately i
this chapter and two types of his independent coins have come to light. His independent coin types arc as

follows:

Type Bl Silver Tanka

Chronologically . the first independent comn of Yuzbak It bears on the obverse the name of the Sultan
along with his titles ax-Sultan 1l a'zam Mughiy ud dunya wa 'd din and kuniyah, abii 'l-fath. He claimed as
ax-Swltan ul a’zam and ndstru amirt’l muminin (helper of the commander of the faithful). On the reverse,
fi ‘ahdi’l imam has been mscribed. The legends are in Arabic. On the margin of the reverse, circular
legend 1s duriha Niidiya fi suhurt ‘isnin wa khamsin wa sittu miyah i.e.the coin was struck at Nadiya in

652AH. This type 1s only known by a solitary coin reported by Rroma Niyogi in INSI'.

Type B2 Silver Tank

Bears on the obverse Yuzbak's name with title as Sultan 1 'l ‘azam regnal title Mughis u'd din and kunyah
ahii’| Muzaffar. Reversce 1s the same as Type B1 but the margin is hajaz Darb bi Lakhnauti min khiray Az
mardan wa Nidiva fi Ramadan sanah salas wa khamsin wa sittu mivah 1.¢'this (coin) was struck at
Lakhnauti from the taxes of Azmardan and Nidiyva in the vear fifty-three and six hundred' 1.¢. in 653 AH.
This 1s the most popular type of Yuzbak's coin and has been found in the largest number. Type B2 coins

are dated 653 and 634 AH'™ In a recent sale catalogue one coin dated 653 is illustrated'"’.

From the Type Bl com. it 1s clear that Yuzbak proclaimed full independence and assumed the title as
Sultanu’l ‘azam_ The regnal title Mughis u'd din instead of his name Ikhtiyaruddin and the kuniyah, abii 'l
fath (father of victonn) Furthermore as subscquent titles after his alam “Yuzbak', he used as-Sultdan and

nayiru amirt | mu monn (helper of the commander of the faithful).

The reverse is like other Delhi coins of the period fi * ahdi 'l imam. This Type B1 coin was struck in
Nidiya wn 652/1254 Thus we may assume that the joint coin of Yuzbak was struck prior to this
independent comn. probably in 650 or 651 AH when Yuzbak was governor of Lakhnauti,

" oid.p. 51

MEUNSL NIy (1983).p. 180, PLix. no.2.
PEINSE XN (1979).p.137

""" SCA. pl. 41.coin no. 711
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This is the first time that Nadiya 1s shown as a mint in the comage of the Sultans of Bengal In this comn
from the loyal salve. @/- abd he became the great sultan with the proclamation of the regnal title Mughis
u'd din and Kunveh abiil fath . (Father of Victory). Roma Nivogt 1s probably night to presume that after
the victors oser Azmardan or Umardan he proclkumed independence and assumed the kuniyah abii’l

fath'™ . father of victory

The legend of Yuzbak's Type B2 comn 1s very simple. On the obverse only the Sultan’s name was given
without any additional title. But the reverse margin is very significant. It indicates that the coin was struck
i Lakhnauti. but from the taxes of Umardan and Nadiya in the month of Ramadan, 653. This type is also
found with the date of 654 and 655 AH but without the name of the month. Therefore, it can be assumed
that 653 Ramadan was the first commemoration and completion of the victory over Umardan and Nadiya.
That 1s why the month has been mentioned. but the coin of 654 and 655AH was a usual continuation of
the commemorative coin from the Kharaj of Umardan and Nadiya. Therefore, the name of the month was

dropped

The place which was conquered by Yuzbak from the Ganga ruler’s feudal chief Sabantar varously read
as ‘Azmardan’. Umardan “Armardan’, has generally been identified with modermn Mandaran which 1s
situated 8 miles from the town of Arambag sub-division of Hoogly district'’

After Bakhtivar's first invasion of 601 AH Nadiya appeared on the coin in the history of Sultani Bengal
after a long nterval It i1s apparent that the place was reconquered by Yuzbak and taxes were collected

from there. This was the reason why it was mentioned on the coins. Therefore, Type B2 coin is

commemorative and reveals the glory of Yuzbak

Roma Nivogi n her article in JNS/ explained why the “habitual rebel” wanted to be announced as “al abd
Yuzbak™ m s jomt coms The Ganga rulers were very powerful rivals of the Turkish govemors of
Lakhnauti and Yuzbak fought three battles with them. In one of those he was defeated and sought Delhi’s
help. Prior to this appeal he publicized his vassalage to the people for strategic reasons, to show that the
Delhi Sultan was in possession of Bengal and might interfere at any time to protect his realm, and also to

show his own subordination to the Delhi Sultan.

But he did not get any help from Delhi due to the chaotic condition of the court there and had to fight his
own battle with the Ganga rulers. He was victorious and commemorated this in his coin Type B2, but
before this victony he would have conquered Nadiya in 652/1255 and declared independence. From there

he struck com m his own name.

MEINST XLV 19K p IRy
YONSL XLV 1983 pp 1%2-83
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He ruled Bengal for five years, the first two years as a governor and the rest as Sultan of Bengal He was
an ambitious governor and ultimately his desire for conquest, the last one being the attempt on Kamrup.,
brought his end But he will be remembered as one of the successful Sultans of Bengal to follow ‘lwad

and as anissuer of imdependent coins

His coms are tound from the two mmnts of Bengal, viz. Lakhnauti the capital, and Nadiya His first
independent com was 1ssued significantly from the new mint of Nadiva. His vassalage coin, jomntly with
the Delln Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud, and independent commemorative coin was struck from Lakhnaut.

Though the mint of the jot com 1s illegible 1t can be assumed that it was struck from the capital mint of
Lakhnauti.

Starting a new munt outside the capital 1s very significant and indicates the importance of the place and
decentralization of the muints. Probably by this time Nadiya had become an eminent city and commercial
center for export trade by the rniver route to the sea and may also have been an outpost against Orissan
aggression. It may also be presumed that when he declared his independence in 652 AH. Yuzbak was
residing i Nadiya. Therefore, 1if the capital was temporanly there, it may have been the cause of

recording the place name on the cons. Yuzbak ruled independently from 652 to 655AH., about four years
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C 4. Mu'izuddin Tughril 678 - 680/1279 - 1281

On the death of Sher Khan, the governor of Bengal, Balban appointed Amin Khan, a Delhi noble, as
governor of Bengal with Tughril Khan as Deputy Governor'™. This exceptional arrangement was made
perhaps for the prevention of frequent rebellions in Bengal Tughril was oniginally a slave of Balban but
possessed all the charactenistic virtues of a Turk, indomitable will, reckless bravery. resourcefulness and
boundless ambition'" Tughnl enjoyed defacto rulership of the province and made several expeditions
He brought a large portion of castern Bengal under his control particularly the Dhaka-Faridpur region'™
He also built a strong fort at Loricol (Narkila), about 25 miles due south of Dhaka, which 1s known as
Qila-i-Tughril™ He also led some campaigns towards Jajnagar and captured immense booty in treasure
and clephants. which he did not send to Delhi. By spending lavishly on charity and presents he won the
hearts of his associates and ultimately declared independence He struck cons and read the Khutbah in his
own name. According to Isami Tughnl rebelled against Balban in the eighth vear of the latter’s reign in
1275 CE But Baram savs that Tughnl rebelled in the fifteenth or sixteenth vear of Balban's rule'™

After two unsuccessful efforts under the leadership of the Oudh govemor Malik Turmati (676/1278) and
under another Oudh govemor Bahadur (677/1279) to suppress Tughnl's rebellion, Balban himself
marched with a large contingent towards Lakhnauti in 680/1280-81 and after defeating and killing Tughnil
returned to Delhi i 682 AH™

Only onc tvpe of silver con of Tughril dated 678 AH has come to light. It is of one Tanka denomination

of one (ola weight standard.

Tape Bl Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the Sultan’s name as-Sultan ul a'zam Mu'iz ud dunya wad din abic'l muzaffar Tughril

ay Sultan There 1s no margin,

The reverse bears the name of the Abbasid Khalifa Al-Must'asim with the title al-imam and amir 'l
m uminin at the begmning and at the end. The marginal legend reads |duriba fi| Lakhnauti fi sanah saba’

wa samanin wa sittu mivah, '|Struck in) akhnauti in the year eighty seven and six hundred' 1.¢. 687TAH.

" HB.ILp 57

U Deli Sultarat p 1141 alsomn p.239

"= HB.11pp 38-39

"ibid. p 39

! Elliot and Dowson . The History of India as told by its own Historians, The Muhammadan Period,
vol iti,London 1871, p.112,

" Delhi Sultanat, pp 293-94 HB, 11, p. 59
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The reverse legend shows that the use of the name of the Abbasid Khalifa. who died in 1258 CE, became
customary 1n Bengal and was m use long after his death. It indicates the attitude of the ruler as well as the
people and their vencration of the Khilafar. The margin gives us only one date that is 678/1279 and the
mint name of Lakhnauti According to Isami, Tughnl rebelled against Balban in the cighth year of
Balban's reign But Baram savs that in the fifteenth or sixteenth year of hus reign Tughnl rebelled. As the
com of 67% 1s the only tvpe of Tughnl’s com that has come to hight 1t secems reasonable that Barani's view
1s nght and probably the coin dated 678 was the proclamation of his independence. Balban ruled for 22
vears and (f Tughnl rebelled n the eighth vear of Balban's reign, is 1t believable that Balban waited for
eight years to punish his slave’s audacity” It is also impossible that the news of his rebellions reached
Delhi after eight vears Therefore, the date of the coin may indicate that 678 was the year of Tughril's
rebellion. The same vear Balban sent his first expedition under Turmati alias Amin Khan against Tughnil.
The next vear e 679 a second expedition was sent under Bahadur but both expeditions failed. Tughnl
was able to repulse the elhi forces twice and ultimately the Sultan himself took the lead. Balban spent two
vears 1280 to 1281 CE to settle the task. Therefore Tughril ruled in Bengal independently for about four
vears 1.¢. from 678 to 681 AH,
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C 5. Nasiruddin Mahmud Bughra Shah 686 - 689/1287 - 1290

Sultan Ghiyasuddin Balban. Sultan of Delln after supressing the revolt of Tughnl and setthing the affairs
of Bengal returned 1o Delln in 681/1282(4)™. He appomted his younger son Nasiruddin Mahmud Bughra

as the govemor of Bengal, who accopmpanied him in the expedition to Bengal

Up 1o his father Balban's death Nasiruddin Mahmud Bughra ruled Bengal as a governor of the Delhi
Sultanat. He was once summoned by Balban to Delhi after the death of Balban's eldest son Muhammad
Khan-i1-Shalid. Bughra responded to the call but did not accept the ofter of kingship of the Sultan and
soon retumed to lis capital Lakhnauti aganst his father's wishes. Therefore, Balban named a grand son as
his heir apparent at the time of his death. “A weck after Balban's death, sometime in September 1287
(686AH) during which he moumned his father’s death Bughra assumed the utle of Sultan Nasiruddin

wis7

Mahmud and caused Khuthah and the coins to be put in his name"™" in Bengal. So Bengal once again

sphit from the Delln Sultanat and became an independent Sultanat, this time under the leadership would be

crown prince of Dellu

According to the above statement he became Sultan in 686/1287, and one coin of Nasiruddin Mahmud
recently published in a sale catalogue confirms this date (7). His coins dated 687 and 688 are also been
known 1n recent tumes (3). The comn dated 688AH, which 1s known to belong to a private collector in
Dhaka'”. They arc one 7anka denomination of one fola standard and are of silver.

Tyvpe Bl Silver Tanka

The obverse of the comn bears the name of the Sultan with his title as-Sultan u'l-a’zam Nasir-ud-dunya

wa d-din abi | muzaffar Mahmud as-Sultan bin as-Sultan.

The reverse bears the name of the Abbasid Khalifa al-Must'asim (Billah) with the ttles a/-timam and
amiru l-mu ‘minin prefixed and suffixed respectively and a circular marginal legend ‘Duriba haza al-
fiddatu bt Hadrat Lakhnauti min kharaj* Bang sanah sab'a wa samanin wa sitta miyah. "This coin was
struck at Hadrat-Lakhnauti from the land tax of Bang in the year seven and eighty and six hundred 1.¢ in
H87AH '

As usual the Abbasid Khalifa's name was used on the reverse though he had died long ago. But the
marginal legend 1s very important and sigmificant. 1t reveals that the com was 1ssued i the capital mint

Lakhnauti and i the vear 687 AH. That 1s the comn was struck in the second year of his independence.

" Delhi Sultanat, pp. 1142-1143,
" Barani. pp. 128. 141-143. 160, quoted in Delhi Sultanat, p. 1144
" Mr Ifikhar Alam. Dhaka. posses a coin dated 688AH
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Above all the com was struck from the land tax of Bang, which indicates victory in the region. Curniously
enough the same formula (from the land tax of Bang) has been used in the com of Jalaluddin Mahmud,
whose identity 1s still a puzzle ", and Ruknuddin Kaikaus (689-690 AH) used this formula for two to

three vears of s reign

Thus the formula was used for about six years from 687 to 690. After 691 the use of such formula ceased.
Probably the process of the conquest of Bang took about six years to complete and only after the final
subjugation of Bang the use of such formula in the com legend ceased. Mahmud also claimed his royal
parentage by using ay-Sultan bin-as-Sultan and s claim is nght that his father was the Delhi Sultan,
Balban

It 1s to be noted here that Nasiruddin Mahmud Bughra preferred to be a subordinate governor under his
father's reign than be a crown prince in Delhi and also preferred to be the Sultan of Bengal than a Sultan
of Delhi. He struck comns from the very first year of his independence 1.e. 686 consecutively in cach year

upto 688. Therefore. s independent rule lasted for three years.

" Discussed under Jalaluddim Mahmud Shah in Ch. 1v.
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C 6. Ruknuddin Kaikaus 689 - 699/1290 - 1300

Ruknuddin Kaikaus was the son and succeessor of Nasiruddin Mahmud Bughra in Bengal and Bihar
Qanungo and Kanm presumed that after the death of Kaikobad, son of Mahmud and Sultan of Delhi,
Mahmud abdicated the throne of Bengal and Bihar'™, But the Rivad holds that for fear of the Khalji
Sultans of Delhi he abdicated the throne in favour of his younger son'®'. Some historions hold that grief
over the death of his cldest son was the cause of the death of the old Sultan'” By the numismetic
evidence Qanungo fixed his reign upto 689 and his succeessor Kaikaus' rule starts from 690. But it is
evident now that Kaikaus™ rule started in 689AH.

Both the gold and silver coins of Kaikaus have been discovered and the silver coins are of two types and

of one tanka denomination. But the gold com is a fractional coin

Type Al Gold Fractional Coin
The obverse the name of the Sultan in a circle Kaikaus. The reverse bears in a circle Ibn u's Sultan. The

only known gold com is preserve in the Varendra Rescarch Museum, Rajshah,

Tvpe Bl Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the legend in double square within circle in four lines, ay Sultan u'l a’zam Rukn ud
dunya wa'd din abi'l muzaffar Kaikaus as Sultan bin Sultan bin Sultan.

The reverse beras the legend in double square within circle al imam al Musta'sim amiru'l mu'minin margin
bears durtha hazthil fiddatu bt Hadrat Lakhnauti min khiraj Bang sana tisa’ wa samanin wa sittu miyah,
‘this silver (com) was struck in Hadrat Lakhnauti from the Land-tax of Bang in the year Eighty-mine and

s1x hundred'

His regnal name was Rukhnuddin abu'l muzaffar Kaikaus, his grand father was Sultan Balban, and his
father was Nasiruddin Bughra which has been revealed through the comn legend as Swltan bin as Sultan

bin ay Sultan This type 1s found dated 689 and 690AH.

Type B2: Silver Tanka

The obverse and reverse are the same as Type Bl (with some mmute differences in ormamentations) but
only difference 15 in the marginal legend which is devoid of 'min kharaj Bang' and the dates were
different. The observed dates are from 691 to 699AH.

B 1L p. 74 -
™ Rivaz. p.90. also quoted in /1B 11, p. 74.
"% Adi Parva. p. 99
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This type 1s almost the same as Type Bl of Kaikaus so far as the legend is concerned with some mmor
vanation in the design on the obverse. An arabesque has been placed above the *ma’ of the word “al-
Imam’ to fill up the blank space. This arabesque sometimes has been replaced by a *fatah™ or sometimes
with a scroll type motif But the marginal legend of type 2 is different. Its reading 1s duriba hazal fiddaru
bt Hadrar Lakhnauti sanah ahda... ve. 'this coin was struck at Hadrat (capital) Lakhnauti' and the date and
mint name are prefixed by bi-Hadrat which indicates the glory of the place as the capital and residence of
the Sultan This com Type B2 like Type Bl also bears lus name with the formula “Sultan bin Sultan bin
Sultan’. but not “as-sultan”. The difference i1s the marginal legend of the reverse. In Type B2 the term

Kharaj Bang has been dropped.

All of Kaikaus' coms are struck from the single mint bi-Hadrat Lakhnauti i.¢. the mint of the capital, and
also indicate that the Sultan resided there. Both types bear an extra pillet above the word “Ain’of al-A'zam

on the obverse probably for adjusting the extra gap there.

Kaikaus™ carliest dated comms were struck from Lakhnauti. They bear on the reverse the name of the
Khalifa al-Musta “sim with the lagab “al-Imam’ and "amiru’l mu'munin’. In the circular marginal legend
the name of the mint Lakhnauti and the date appear. In this Type B, in the margin it has been recorded
that the coin was struck from the Kharaj of Bang 1 ¢. from the Land tax of Banga and the mint’s name was
Lakhnauti This particular mention indicates that the com was a commemorative one and it 1s clear from
the legend that Banga or castern Bengal was annexed to the Lakhnauti kingdom during his reign. As the
date 68YAH indicates the vear of his ascension to power, the annexation of Banga happened in the same
year or a couple of vears earlier. Because in the previous year we have alrcady seen a coin with such
proclamation by Jalaluddin Mahmud Shah The same formula has also been used his father's coin dated
687

Either Banga was conquered by the Muslims one or two years carlier and striking of coins were imitiated
to commemorate the event. The tradition was started by the previous rulers, and Kaikaus followed his
predecessors, Nasiruddin Mahmud and Jalaluddin Mahmud. Or it may be assumed that the conquest of
Bang was a gradual process and some part was annexed by the carlier rulers. The process continued
during the rule of Kakaus who had conquered some more arcas of Bang Therefore, it may be presumed
that the conquest of Bang took several years to complete. Or 1t may be assumed that the practice of

striking coms from the taxes of Bang became customary and Kaukaus himself followed the custom.

His coins arc found for cach year of his reign from 689 to 699AH save the year 692AH. No comn of
700AH or prior to 689 has been reported or discovered yet. It 1s interesting to note that his coins struck
from the land tax of Banga are 1ssued in the beginning of his rule, say for two (or three) years 689 to
690AH. Later comns only mention the mint name and date from 693 to 699AH. Thercfore, it can be
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assumed that the expedition towards Banga was completed carly in his reign, and Banga arca was
included within the realm of Kartkaus Karnim mentioned his coms dated from 690 to 691 and 693 10

698" But the carliest date of his coin is 689 and the latest is 699AH. No coins dated 700AH have yet
been found.

Therefore the duration of his reign may be fixed from 689 1o 699AH 1.¢. eleven years

s Corpus, p. 24
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C 7. Shamsuddin Firuz Shah 700 - 722/1300 - 1322

The next Sultan afier Ruknuddin Kakaus was Shamsuddin Firuz Shah. He ruled in Bengal independently
from 700 to 722AH Modem wnters from Blochman to Stapleton regard him as the son of Nasir ud din
Mahmud Bughra as a Balbami ruler and brother of Kaikaus'™, their source being Ibn Batuta's Rihla. At
least twice Shamsuddin was referred to as the son of Nasiruddin Mahmud in the Rikla'® But actually he
was not the son of Bughra as proved by Abdul Majed Khan in 1942'% the History of Bengal also upholds

this view . Kanm and Sukhamoy give four arguments agamst his Balbani descend.

I. None of his coins or inscriptions bear Sultan bin Sultan, which has been used by every
contemporary sultan who was the son of a Sultan. Kaikaus’s coin cven bears the phrase Sultan bin
Sultan hin Sultin 1.e. his grand father was also a Sultan.

2 AL least three of Shamsuddin's sons had struck coms (Shihabuddin Bughdah. Ghiyvasuddin
Bahadur. Nasiruddin Ibrahim) and cach of them used the phrase Sultan bin Sultan on their coins
but none of them used Sultan bin Sultan bin Sultan. Had Shamsuddin Firuz been the son of
Nasiruddin Mahmud. then the sons of Shamsuddin must have used the formula Sultan bin Sultan
hin Sultan like Kaikaus Shah

3. The known names of the grand sons of Balban are Kaiqubad. Kaikhasru. Katkaus and Kaimurs.,
but Shamsuddin or Firiz are not close to those phonetically

4. From the reference of Qiran us Saadain it is known that in 1287 Kaiqubad, elder son of Bughra
was 18 vears old. If we consider Shamsuddin as Bughra’s son, how old would he be at that time?
Thirteen years later Shamsuddin appears as the father of five capable sons who were helping lum

67
in administration and in new conquests'®’.

Therefore we may conclude as i the History of Bengal, that 1t is a reasonable guess that Firuz Aitgin
governor of Bihar and Shamsuddin Firuz are identical. Sukhamoy Mukhapadhaya also holds that though
Firuz was not a dircct decendeant of the Balbam Sultans there may have been some sort of relationship. It

15 to be remembered that Ruknuddin Kaikaus died without any 1ssue and as “next to kin' Shamsuddin took

over the Sultanat'™

Two types of Firuzs coms, cach in gold and silver, have been found and are of one Tanka denomination

with vanation of mints and dates. His coins were found from the mints Hadrat Lakhnauti, Khitta

" HB 1L p. 77

" Aedi Parva. p 108

N0 1942 p 65 0T

" Sultami Amol pp 135-144. 1di Parva, p. 108
""" Sultani Amol. pp 146-148. Adi Parvap 115
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Lakhnauti and Hadrat Sunargaon. The weights of lis coins are of one tola standard both in gold and

silver

Type Al Gold Tanka
The obverse  (as recorded in IMC 11 P 17) bears the name of the Sultan with the utle as Sultanul adzam
Shams wd dunva wa d-din abii | muzaffar Firiiz Shah as Sultan. On the reverse is the usual “al-imam al

Mustdsim amirstl m umimn, the margin is gone, and traces of letters are illegible.

[vpe B2: Silver Tanka
The obverse and reverse legends are the same as the gold Type Al but the reverse has the marginal legend

duriba haphil fiddatu bt Hadrat Lakhnauti sana sitty miya, struck in hazrat Lakhnauti year seven hundred
1e TO0OAH.

Variety exists duc to differences in design. Some coins have legends in a double square within a circle on
both sides some legends are on the obverse in a single square within circle, and in some the legend is n a
double square within circle on the reverse. Some have decorative marks above the first “mim” of al-imam

have been depicted vanantly. like a fatah (<) or hike a sign of "Mad (~) or scroll like signs (<)

It 15 to be noted here that during the reign of Sultan Firuz two of his five sons struck coins concurrently
with their father with the full regal title, styling themselves as as Su/tan ul a’zam. This is a puzzle for the
period of Shamsuddin Firuz, morcover, sometimes father and son issued coins from the same mint having
the same date. Again at least one person struck coins independently with the title ay Sultan ul a'zam
during Firuz's rule, who was not a royal decendant and probably a pretender named Jalaluddin Kirman

Shah whose coin has been discussed separately in chapter V

The cons of Ghivasuddin Bahadur and Shihabuddin Bughdah are similar to the coins of their father Firuz,
except at the end of the obverse legend the sons used as-Sultan bin as Sultan (instead of only ‘as-Sultan’)
Also a mmor vanation m the decorative mark could be noticed. Besides those used by the father Firuz,

Bughdah i additon used a plus mark, and Bahadur three dots above the first “mum™ of al-tmam

respectively
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A hist of Firuz's dated coms with nunt names along with the comns of his two sons are given below.

AH  Shams ud din Firuz Ghiyasuddin Shahabuddin
Year Bahadur Shah Bughdah Shah

700  Hadrat Lakhnaut
701 Lakhnauti
702 Lakhnaut. Banga
703 Lakhnauti, Banga
704 Lakhnauti
705 Sunargaon. Banga
706 Lakhnauti,

707

708

709 Lakhnauti.

710 Lakhnaut. Sunargaon Lakhnauti, (710)
711 Lakhnauti. Lakhnauti, (711)

712 Lakhnaut. Lakhnauti. (712)

713 Lakhnauti.

714 Lakhnaut. Lakhnauti, (714)

715 Lakhnaut. Khitta Lakhnauti (715)

716 Hadrat Lakhnauti.

718

718 Lakhnauti (718)
719 Khtta Lakhnaut

720 Lakhnauti Lakhnaut (720)

721 Lakhnauti (721)

722 Lakhnauti Lakhnauti (722)

Qasbah Ghivaspur (722)

o

This revised chart 1s after John S Devell, who quoted 1t from Stapleton™ . Both lists included Sultan
Jalaluddin Mahmud Shah (Sultan bin as Sultan) as a son of Firuz due to the date 707/709AH of lus coins
from Lakhnauti munt.  But the date’s tenth digit 1s not clear, Now a clear date has been found and

Jalaluddin Mahmud's date has been fixed as 687 AH'™ So. his reign was prior to Firuz's, the alleged

"ND, 1 pt 1L (1978), p 58,77
""" Discussed seperately in Ch, V
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father of Jalal ud din Mahmud Therefore, Jalaluddin Mahmud was excluded from the list and the list has

been brought up to date with the recently gathered informations'”

Earlier. on the evidence of numismatics it was presumed that the reign of Firuz started in 701AH but n
1985 Stan Goran published a coin of Shams ud din Firuz dated 700AH'”, which extends his rulea year

carlier

Comns of Firuz dated 707. 708, 718 and 721 are not represented in the above chart. Except 707 and 708
other dates arc available on the coins of his sons, particularly 718 AH in comns struck from Lakhnaut
bearing the name of Shihabuddin Bughdah Shah and in 721 of Bahadur. Therefore, at first sight it may be
presumed that Shams ud din Firuz did not 1ssue any coins of these dates (718 & 721). But we know only
of the coms struck by his two sons at that ime. It 18 possible that we cannot ascertain those dates on
Firuz's com from difficult marginal legends, which are generally retained partially on the coins. On the
other hand concurrent coins of father and sons are also found sometimes issued from the same mint,
Therefore. this revised list'” supports the theory of Abdul Karim of peaceful association of Firuz's sons in
the admimistration of their father's expanding realm. In contradiction to this views Stapleton states that the
Sultan’s sons competed with each other for the right to “share sovereignty™ with their father. John Devell
who supports Qanungo states that the strifc was not strictly intra-fraternal, but on occasion involved the

supplanting of the authority of Firuz Shah himself' ™

But how 1s 1t possible on Bahadur’s part to supplant his father from power in 710AH as concieved by
Qanungo” Firuz's coms of the same date were simultancously i1ssued from Lakhnauti Moreover,
Bahadur's Lakhnauti comns are dated only from 710 to 714 whereas his father Firuz's cons continued to
be struck till 716AH. theory of supplanting of father and sons by each other has no ground at all, this has
been discussed in detail by Mohar Ali'™ and Karim'™. Therefore, the independent issues of Firuz's two
sons Bahadur and Bughdah were not the result of a revolt on the part of the sons, rather it was a reflection

of the association of children with the administration and the sharing of sovereignty by the fahter'”’

Firuz's comns are issued from three mints, namely, Lakhnauti (either with a pnifix ‘hi Hadrat' or bi
kiittah), b1 Hadrar Sunarganw and b Hadrat Bang. Hadrat indicates the presence of the Sultan or
residence of the Sultan. Lakhnauait was the capital and residence of the sultan so the use of Hadrat before

Lakhnauti 1s acceptable But both Sunarganw and Bang mints also bear the phrase ‘4 Hadrat ™ Therefore,

" Informations from the Catalogue of Rajgor and Singapur Coin Auction have been used
"END, N, pp. 1004101
" With the new informations and excluding Jalal uddin Mahmud this list has been revised
CEND, I PUIL (1978), p. 39
"SHAMB, LA, pp. 112-113
U Sultant Amel. pp. 1532156
" Corpus, p. 28
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it can be nferred that both Sundrganw and Bang were visited by the Sultan or that the sons of Firuz were
also Sultans as they claimed on their comns and they were residing in those places as co-sharers of
sovereign power or governors and therefore the & hadrar title. It can also be presumed that dunng the
reign of Firuz, Lakhnauti region had two munts, one in the capital with the title one in the capital with the
title of by Hadrat Lakhnauti and another mint for the suburb which used “h1 Khira Lakhnauti Khirtah
mecans admimstrative umt ke a distnet. Thus father and sons 1ssued cons from all three mints and none

was reserved for any one
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C 8. Shihabuddin Bughdah Shah 717 -718/1317 - 1318

Sultan Shams ud din Firoz's (700-722AH) two sons Shihabuddin Bughdah and Ghiyasuddin Bahadur
struck coms concurrently with their father. Five of his sons are known from the various sources- coins,
inscriptions and literature. Three of them struck coins in their own names, two during the life time of their
father as mentioned above, and Nasiruddin Ibrahim after the death of his father. Only one type of coin of
Bughdah has been discovered so far which was struck from Lukhnauti dated 717'™ and 718AH'”. The
coins of Bughdah arc scarce and the marginal legends mostly are truncated. Therefore, no other dates are
certain. These two dates fall within the reign of his father Firuz. So he did not strike coins independently
but in peacctul association with his father. Though Ibn Batuta informs us that after the death of Firuz
Shihabuddin took over the Sultanat but was driven by us brother Bahadur to take refuge with Sultan
Ghivas ud din Tughlaq along with another brother Nasiruddin to seek for hus help. Consequently Bahadur
has defeated and Nasiruddin appointed as a vassal. But nothing has been mentioned in any source about
Shihabuddin who had probably died by this time'™’.

Earlier scholars had rcad the name Bughdah Shah as Bughra on the notion that he is the grand son of
Nasiruddin Bugra Shah and they sought a similarity between the names of grandfather and the grand son.
But Abdul Karim has nightly read the name as Bughdah. There is no direct descendence between Firuz
and Bughra Khan 1.¢ Firuz was not a Balbani Sultan. This has been settled by later scholars after Thomas.

So Thomas" assumption does not hold any ground'™

A single tvpe of silver comn of Bughdah Shah 1s known. They are all of one 7anka denomination after the

one fofa weight standard.

Type Bl Silver Tanka
The obverse bears the name of the Sultan with the full regal ttle, as Sultan ul a’zam Shihab ud dunya
wa d din abic | muzafiar Bughdah Shah as Sultan bin as Sultan. All the coins” legends arce arranged in

double square within circle on both obverse and reverse.

The reverse bears the name of the Abbasid Khalifa al Must'asim Billah with the epithet of al imam at the
begmnmg and amir 1l mu ‘minmin at the end like his father’s coin. The design and arrangement of the coins
are the same as the coms of s father Margin contains the name of the mint and date. which in most

cases has almost disappeared.

"FJASB (1922). p 418 Corpus. p. 32.
" Corpus, p. 31
™ Adi Parha. p 124, quoted from Rihla
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Though the coms of Bughdah are of a single type there exist some varietics. On the basis of the vanations
of the decorative mark above the letter, first mim of al imam three vaneties can be fixed. One having

crossed or plus mark. another a “mad " and the third a floral mark.

It is to be noted here that no independent coin of Shihab ud din has been found dated 722 or 723AH. But
Bahadur struck cons from Lakhnauti in 722 and 723AH Probably Shihabuddin Bughdah did not have the

chance of striking any comn

It is also to be noted that Bughdah™ s coins are very rare and there were only three in the 13,500 coins of
the Kooch Bihar hoard™. Another coin procured by Stapleton has the date 717AH. Provenance of the
coin 18 Murshidabad This 1s the only known coin dated 717AH. Stapleton mentioned that “The few coins
of Shihab ud din previously recorded are all dated 718" There are four coins of Bughdah in a private
collection in Dhaka of the three varieties mentioned but only in onc the date is readable as 7I18AH™ The

mint name 1s absent from the margins.

It 15 curious that no coms of s father Firuz or brother Bahadur dated 718 1s found from any mint, though
Bughdah's vounger brother Bahadur continuously struck coins from 710AH and his father Firuz from 700
AH. Probably coins dated 718 of Firuz were i1ssued but they have not been found. On the basis of this
absence of Bahadur's coin dated 718AH Stapleton has built up the fraternal conflict among the sons of
Firuz™ Abdul Karim has enumerated 22 comns of Bughdah Shah from various published sources. All are
of the same type, and their margins have disappeared. Only four have readable dates and excepting
Stapleton’s one (717AH) all three are dated 718AH'. Singapore Coin Auction cataloguc of 1999
informed us about six coms (with three photographs) of Bughdah Shah' Their mnt is not clear and only
one date. 7I8AH has been mentioned BNM has also posseses a dated com of 718 stuck from b khitta
Lakhnaut: So. on the basis of explanation of Kanm it may be presumed that Bughdah Shah struck coins
during his father's lifeume and with the approval of his father. Therefore these comns reveal the peaceful

assosiation in the administration and shanng of sovereignty by the father with his sons.

M Corpus. pp 28 & 32
“ICB. 1. p 50
MU LISB (NSXVID. 1922 p 418
"™ Dr. Ishaq Imam. Dhaka,
'** JASB. [N.S.xvii] p. 418
" Corpus, pp. 31-32
™ SCAL (1999), P43, coin nos. 732,733,733
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C 9. Ghiyasuddin Bahadur 710 - 730/1310 - 1330

After the death of Shamsuddin Firuz i 722AH s son Ghivasuddin Bahadur became the Sultan.
Ghivasuddin's comn dated 723AH from Khitta Lakhnauti™ indicates that Bahadur succeeded his father
But according to Ibn Batuta, Shihabuddin succeeded Firuz but was overpowered by Bahadur who
captured the throne and killed his brother Qutlu Khan and others'™ Two of his brothers, Shihabuddin and
Nasiruddin fled to Sultan Firuz Tughlaq in Delhi, who marched forth with them to fight the fratricide'™ in
724AH.

Though Barami's account of the same event agrees substantially with Ibn Batuta he mentions that it was
not the brothers but certain amirs of Lakhnauti who went to Delhi to complain. However, Sultan
Ghivasuddin Tughlaq sent his general Tatar Khan with troops against Bahadur, They defeated Bahadur
and while he was flecing to the cast to his new city Ghiyaspur he was captured and and “brought with a
halter round his neck into the presence of the king™ 1.e. Tughlaq Shah. Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq conferred the
governorship of Lakhnauti on Nasiruddin Ibralum, brother of Bahadur for his loyalty and submussion. He
was allowed to rule jointly with Tughlag Shah as revealed in the coin 1ssued from Lakhnautr bearing the
joint name of Tughlaq and Nasiruddin dated 724AH. Sunargaon and Satgoan were given to Tatar Khan,
But nothing 1s reported about Shihabudin. Tughlag on his way back to Delhi captured Tirhut and
established a mint there, naming it “Tughlagpur urf Tirhut’. In the same journey he died when a pavilion
fell at Afghanpur, near Delhi, in 725AH. But Bahadur reached Delhi as a captive,

Ghivasuddin Tughlagq was succeeded by his son Muhammad bin Tughlaq who pardoned Bahadur and sent
him back to Sunargaon with abundant gifts- money. horses and elephants- to rule the territory jontly with
Bahram on condition that he should send his son to Delhi as hostage. Bahadur was also allowed to strike

coins and have the Khuthah recited jointly with Mohammad bin Tughlag'™'.

Bahadur carncd out all the terms and conditions of the agreement excepting sending his son to Delhi A
jomt com bearing the names of Bahadur and Mohammad bin Tughlaq was found dated 728AH from

Sunargaon munt

The same vear he rebelled again and struck coins from Sunargaon in his own name, but very soon Bahram
Khan. jomt governor of Sunargaon, defeated and killed Bahadur and sent his flayed skin to Delli

™ Corpus. p. 33,

™ Adr Parva, quoted from Rihla, p. 24,

"™ Quoted from Rkl (Arabic texi). by Mohar Ali in HAME LA, p. 115, 2.
CUHNB. L quoted Trom Rl p 117, I )

87



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Three types of coms. minted by Bahadur of three status, have been discovered, viz (a) struck during his
father's reign as a co-sharer of sovereign power (b) Joint issues with the name of Muhammad bin

Tughlaq. (c) Sultan Gluvasuddin Bahadur as an independent ruler of Sunargaon.

Type (a) and (c) are of silver and Type (b) 1s of two metals, both silver and gold. All three types are of one

Tanka denomimation following the one fofa weight standard

(a) Coin struck during his father's lifetime

T'vpe B1: Silver Tanka
The obverse bears the name of Sultan Giyasuddin Bahadur with full regal titles, as-Swltan u'l
deam Ghivas w'd dunyi wa ‘d-din‘abi 'l-muzaffar Bahadur shah/as-Sultan bin as-Sultan, i four lines in a

double square

The reverse has the name of the Abbasid khalifa with the prefix al-imdm and suffixed with amir 'l
mu mmin This legend has been placed in three lines in double square within circle. Three dots above the
first mini of wl-tmem. 15 usually found on the coins of Bahadur. The marginal legend bears the name of the

mmt and date

It may be noted here that duning his fathers reign he was striking coins with full regal utle. as-sultan u’l
a'zam (not al-mu’azzam) and sometimes concurrently with his father from the same mint. also mentioning
that “he 1s sultan and son of a sultan”. Therefore, recent historians have drawn the conclusion that it was a
peaceful co-sharing of power, and not otherwise, 1.¢. how could it be possible to allow each other to strike
comn from the same mint if one 1s occupying the place after driving out the other as conceived by some

| 2
histonans

Sometimes the designs of the coin vary with single square on the obverse on some coins with annulets.

But the reverse legend 1s invanably within double squares and there 1s no change in the legend.

The margmal legend particularly the name of the mint and dates are very difficult to ascertain from the
incomplete margins. However. from the available coins of Bahadur of this peniod (that 1s up to 722AH
during his father's reign) Lakhnauti issues dated 710, 711, 712, 713, 714 and also 720, 721 have been
ascertained and the mint Lakhnauti is sufixed by b7 Khitta an administrative unit like district (or region).
On some coins of Bahadur “Shakr" and “Hadrar" have been deciphered'™' but the date is not certain. So.

it s very difficult to comment whether these coins were struck during his father’s reign or later. It is

" HB 1. pp. 80-81
“Lerae pp 31-35 comono. 15, 16
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curtous to note that concurrent issues of s father of the dates mentioned above have also been found
from Lakhnauti mint with the same epithet bt Khitta® Coins of Bahadur of Type Blhave been issued
from the mints hi-Khuta Lakhnautt, Hadrat Lakhnauti ot Shahr/Qashah Lakhnauti. Qashah Ghiyaspur
and Sunarganw. dated T10-714. 720-722 (Lakhnauti). 717 (Sunarganw), 721 and 722AH. (Qayhah
Giyaspur). 721 1s dated Safar. Cons of Bahadur dated 721 may be regarded as the last date when he co-
shared power with his father. At first sight it may seem that Bahadur did not issue coins from 715AH to
719AH as no coins of those dates have been found. But in practice, he probably issued coins every year
from 710 to 723AH But the dates cannot be ascertained due to partial retention of the date on the com

margin

(b) Joint coins

The jont coms both n gold and silver beaning the name of Delhi Sultan on the obverse side and

Bahadur's own name on the reverse. It has been discussed seperately in this chapter.
(c) Independent coins of Bahadur
Type B2 Sliver Tanka

The legends are the same as Type Bl (group (a)) and dated 722, 723, 724 and 730AH. These independent
coms of Bahadur arc found from the mimts Khia Lakhnauti (722, 723AH.), Sunargdnw (728AH.) and

CGhyaspur (T30AH ). The weights of the coins are one fola standard. But one coin has been reported by
Rajgor as below this weight and after the standard of 'Adli"™ coins of Muhammad bin Tughlag which 1s
Y 08 gram  Also a billon coin of Bahadur has been mentioned in Rajgor'”.

The last dated comn of Bahadur's father Firuz i1s 722AH. After the death of Firuz his son Shihabuddin took
over the Sultanat but Bahadur defeated him and became the Sultan of Bengal in the same vear as his comns
of 722 and 723 from Khitta Lakhnauti testify. The use of month’s name in the coin of Qasbah Ghiyaspur
mayv indicate his first conquest of that place or some other important event. So this may also be regarded
as a commemorative coin It may be mentioned here that in the year 721AH he issued coins from Khitta
Lakhnauti'”. Shahar Lakhnauti'”’ and Qasbah Ghiyaspur'™. It may be conjectured from the coins of
Bahadur dated 721 from Lakhnauti, both with the epithet of Khitta and Shahar. and also from Qasbah
Givaspur dated 7220 that in 721 he went to Ghiyaspur and probably in Safar 721AH occupied it or

magurated the new nunt. Bahadur established a new mint there and the coins of Lakhunuti with the same

" 16™ (one sixth) lower than a silver tanka, Coinage, pp. 158-159.

" Rajgor, p.17. coin type 160,

M"Supp!. Shillong Cat. pp. 110-111. coin no. 2/9

" Ibid. pp. 112-113. coin no. 2/16.

"™ Ibid, pp. 110-111. coin no. 2/10. but this coin 's date has been corrected by Stapleton as 722.JASB. 1922, p430.
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date were issucd by lum carhier. It s also to be assumed that while his brother Shihabuddin succeeding his
father at Lakhnauti he was at Ghiyaspur and by 722AH he successfully overthrew Shihabuddin and 1ssucd
coms from Lakhnauti dated 722 and 723AH. But he was stopped by Ghiyasuddin Tughlag who came to
settle the fratncide of Bengal on the invitation of Shihabuddin and Nasiruddin, Bahadur's two brothers.
In the battle against Ghivasuddin Tughlag's troops Bahadur was captured and as captive was sent to
Delhi. But he was freed by Muhammad Tughlag, the successor of Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq in Delhi and

Bahadur was made Governor of Sunargaon on certain conditions (discussed clsewhere)

It 1s evident from the history books'” that Bahadur was re-appointed as the joint governor of Sunargaon
in 725AH. But no coins prior to 728AH in the joint names of Bahadur and Muhammad bin Taughlaq has
come to hght although he was given the authority to do so. Nor are there any coins in his name prior to
that date  As a jomnt governor with Bahram Khan he reached Sunargaon and assumed power in 725AH™,
It 1s curious that he waited for three long vears to strike coins. It is also very strange that after 1ssuing joint
coms n 728AH he proclaimed independence and struck comns in his own name the very same year.

Whether we did not find his coins or he did not issue coins at all prior to 728AH 1s not certain,

‘Isami and Ibn Batuta both have informed the event of Bahadur, his revolt and his sad end But there 1s
some discrepancy in the two reports. According to ‘lsami the news of Bahadur's rebellion and it's
suppression by Bahram and the end of Bahadur reached Sultan Taughlaq at the same time. But Ibn Batuta
reports that first Muhammad Tughlaq received the news of the rebellion and sent a contingent (under the
command of Dulziut Tatari) to help his brother Bahram and they both fought Ghiyasuddin Bahadur, killed
him and sent his flved skin to Delli with Kishlus. Discussing this in detail Dr. Agha Mahdi Husain
concluded that “Here 1s a difference between the narrative of Ibn Batuta and that of “Isami”. "lsami
considered the flved skins to be those of Ghiyasuddin Bahadur Bura and of Kishlu Khan™"" Kishiu Khan

2

rebelled in 728AH. Earher Gurshasp's rebellion took place. which was quelled in 727AH°

Kishlu Khan s revolt ook place in 728AH as assigned by Dr. A, M. Hussain™". In the same year Bahadur
also revolted as s coms as an independent Sultan dated 728AH reveals. But Dr. Hussain has given the
date of this rebellion as 730AH/1330-31"". The date of the suppression of these two revolts (Kishlu &
Bahadur) are not certain but both happened very close in time.  Non-availability of Bahadur's coin bevond
728 AH until the recent past confused the matter further. Now we have Bahadur’s last dated coin of
730AH " It was issued from Qasbah Giyaspur. and indicates that he continued to issue his independent

" Adi Parva. pp. 124-125. quoted several references in this regard
““HRIlp 87
“" Tughlaq Dvnasty. Caleutta (1936), pp. 219-220,
“Zbid, p 218
“lid, p 220
“ Ibid. p. 223
" Chromicles. p 201, coin no. 170(pl. v1, 5),
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coins upto 730AH at least Though no coin of 729AH has yet been found. Therefore, on the basis of this
numismatic evidence 1t can be assumed that s second independent rule lasted for two years, from part of
728 1o part of 730AH Therefore. on the basis of this numismatic evidence of 730AH it can be concluded

that the suppression of Bahadur Bura and Kishlu Khan took place not before 730AH.

Thus Bahadur struck comns with full regal title during his father’s lifetime concurrently with his father
from 710 to 721AH. Then his dependent coms were 1ssued from 722AH and continued until he was
captured by Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq in 724, Only the dated coins of 722 and 723 have come to light. He
issued joint coms in 728AH according to the agreement. The very same year he issued independent coins

of his own and continued to do so until 730AH.

91



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Chapter 3

Coins of the Independent Sultans of Bengal

From the last part of the third decade of the 14th century Bengal agan spht off from Delhi and became an
mdependent sultanat. This independent status of the realm lasted for two centuries without any external
interruption Seven dynasties and a few pretenders ruled in Bengal during these two hundred years: They
are (1) Mubarak Shahi (2) llyas Shahi (3) Bayazid Shahi (4) House of Raja Genesh (5) Later llyas Shah
or Mahmud Shali (6) Habshis (Abyssimans) and (7) Husain Shahi. Among these Mubarak Shahi and
Bayazid Shahi rulers were each two in number. Ilyas Shahi, House of Ganesh, Habshis and Husain Shahis
were cach four in number and Mahmud Shahi (Later Ilyas Shahi) rulers were five in numbers, in all 25
sultans ruled in Bengal Besides these, there were also Ali Shah and Ghiyasuddin Nusrat, two individual
Sultans are there of the said period. Including these two the number of the independent sultans of Bengal

will reach to 27
Mubarak Shahi 738 - 753/1337 - 1352

Muhammed bin Tughlag. Sultan of Delhi, on his accession to the throne in 725/1325 divided Bengal into
three parts and cach part was placed under a governor. So we find Mahk Pinder Khalji entitled Qadar
Khan in Lakhnauti. 'lzzuddin Yahiva entitled. A'zam ul Mulk at Satgaon and Ghiyasuddin Bahadur Shah
son of Firuz m Sonargaon For the better admimstration and prevention of the future rebellion
Hishamuddin Abu Raza was associated with Qadar Khan as the Wazir and Sultans half brother Tatar
Khan entaitled Bahram Khan was made joint ruler with Bahadur in Sonargaon. However. this
arrangement did not go smoothly for long. Bahadur rebelled agam in 729/1329 but was killed and flaved
However. Bahram Khan became the sole governor of Sonargaon and continued to rule as a governor until
lus death n 1337 - 38/

After the death of Bahram his silahdar Fakhra seized the throne of Sonargaon and declared independence,
struck com n s own name and rule upto 750/1349. His son Gazi Shah ruled from 750 to 753AH. While
he was killed by Ilvus and Sonargaon was annexed for the first time to the Lakhnauti Sultanat. It was llvas

Shah who established the Bengal Sultanat in a wider prespective of all Bengal

"HB, Il pp. 97 - 98
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1. Fakhruddin Mubarak Shah 737 - 750/1337 - 1339

Fakhruddin Mubarak and his son Ikhtuyaruddin Gazi Shah were the two sultans of this dynasty in Eastern
Bengal with the capital in Sonargaon. Fakhruddin was the first ruler to maugurate this 200-yvear
independent rule of Bengal After the death of Bahram Khan, the Taughlaq govemor in Sonargaon, his
armour bearer (vilahdar) Fakhruddin Mubarak assumed the power and decleared independence n
739/1338 - The latter also 1ssued comns in his own name and assumed the tit le of as Sultan u'l A'zam’
Fakhruddin and lus son reigned for a penod of sixteen years and struck comns from the only mint of the
capital “Sonargaon  Fakhruddin's gold and silver comns are of tanka weight standard following the tola
weight. No denommational coms i silver or copper have so far been discovered of the Mubarak Shahi
rulers. Fakhruddin's gold and silver coins are known and only silver comns of Ikhtiyaruddin are found. One
gold tanka and a denomunational coin of a quarter gold tanka of Fakhruddin have been found. According
to their legends the gold and silver coins of Fakhruddin may cach be classified into two types. There is
also a common legend. wihich is shared by both. The silver coms may be divided into 4 types according to

their legend and design: Comn types: Gold - A, Silver - B

Gold Coins

Tvoe Al Gold Tanka

The observe bears in a vare the legend. full regal name of the Sultan in Arabic m four lines Sultan u |

a’zam  Fakhr-wd-dhonva wa d din - abii’l muzaffar Mubarak Shah as Sultan, ‘great Sultan pnde of the

world and religion father of the victory Mubarak Shah the Sultan.

The reverse bears o a square within a circle in three lines yamin ' khalifar Allah ndsirn amirt 'l
Mu'minin 'nght hand of the Khilafat of Allah helper of the leader of the belicvers' and the marginal legend
out side the circle having the mint name and date but only  sanah tisa’ salasin wa saba’ mivah,'vear
Thirty mine and seven Hundred 1¢. 739AH portion 1s readable rest of the part cut off the flan. This is the
onh full tanka gold com of Fakhruddin Mubarak so far known and published’, at present preserved in the
Bangladesh National Muscum (Cat.no. 94)

- 400465
it
Ay

“Yaluva bin Alimad bin 'Abdullah Sichindi. Tarikh ¢ Mubarakshahi. Eng Translation by K. K. Basu, Baroda: Oriental
Institue. 1932 (henceforth 700, p. 106,

Corpus, p.io
" First Published i /tihas Simity Patrika, Vol. 11, Dhaka (1973), p. 2 ff (in Bangla), by Firuz Mahmed: Then by M.
R Tarafdar m S 1A Tienua (ed). C'ultural Interaction in South Asia, Delhi (1993)henceforth Culural interaction),
p. 168
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Type A2: Quarter tanka gold

The overse bears the legend and seems to be on a plain surface Fakhr ud-dunyd@wa'd din in two lines but

ad-din s placed on the upper line after Fakhr and waw in the second line before ad-dunya. It can be read

as Fakhrud din wa 'd dunya without any alteration.

The reverse bears the legend within a square in three lines, with an annulet at the centre of cach side, abi '/
muzaffar Muba  rak Shah cs Sultan. Weight 1s 2.7 grams and size 13mm. No mint or date, actually the

coin has no margm at all. The comn is now preserved in the Kawale Collection in India’ (Cat.no 95).

Silver Coins

Type Bl Silver Tanka

The obverse bears in a square within circle the full regnal name of the Sultan in Arabic as

Sultanu 'l a’zam Fakhr  ud-dunya wa'd din abii 'l muzaffar Mubarak Shah as-Sultan.

The reverse bears mn a square within a circle the legend in Arabic yaminu khalifat Allah nasiru amiri’l
mu ‘minin. There are traces of writing on the margin, which is almost fully cut off. In the comn the Sultan
claimed himself as the 'nght hand of the Prophet (vicegerant of Allah 1.c. Prophet) and 'helper of the
leader of the believers” The execution of this type is very crude. It shows some sort of affinity with the
coins of the pervious governors of the regime of the Tughlags particularly the word *Allah™ of the reverse
and of shape. which 1s dumpy. Though these coins bear no date still this type may be considered as early

1ssues of the reign of Farukhuddin (Cat no 96).

Tvpe B2: Silver Tanka

Both the obverse and reverse in a square within circle with an annulet at the centre of cach side. The
legend 1s as in Tyvpe Bl also crude in execution but the lettering 1s different and comparatively bigger in
flan. Only two coins are known one in Shillong Cabinet’, where no date or mint is readable, another from
mint Sonargaon is in a private collection in Dhaka'. Both Types Bl and B2 are rare and crude exccution

and probably of the carly 1ssue (Cat.no. 97).

" Stan Goron. " The Gold Coins of the Sultans of Bengal”, Ortental Numismatic Society Newsletter, (henceforth
ONS). Part [ No. 147, winter 1996, p. 12
“ Cf. Word .1/lah of the comns of Muhammad bin Tughlaq in the Coinage, pl. xx, coin no. S00A; pl. xxiv, coin
no.479A.

A W. Botham and R Friel. Supplement to the Catalogue of the Provincial Cabinet of Coins, Assam. (henceforth
Suppl. Shillong cahiner). Allahabad, 1919, pl. 1. coin No. 3,
" Mr. Iftekhar collection. Dhaka.
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Type B3 Silver Tanka

The obverse has a square within circle with an annulet at the centre of each side. The name of the Sultan

in Arabic 1s the same as Type Bl but the lettering is better inscribed. The reverse bears the legend in a
circle m Arabic as in the reverse legend of the Type Bl but the lettering 1s different. Marginal circular
legend contains duriba hazad dindru fi Hadrat Jalal Sonarkinw (Sonargaon) sanah saman wa salasin wa
saba’ miyah "This dinar (silver coin) was struck i Hazrat Jalal Sonargaon in the year thirty-cight and
seven hundred 1¢ 738AH (Catno. 99). There 1s another comn of the same type with a similar margin

except the word saba ' place of saman dated 737AH” (Cat.no 98).

Type B4 Silver Tanka

Both the obverse and reverse legends are the same as above coins but the legends are inscribed in a circle

The marginal legend on the reverse bears duriba hazihis sikkatu bi Hadrat Jalal Sondrkinw . instead of
hazad dinaru. hazihis sikkatu 1ethis sikka (coin) was struck in Hadrat Jalal Sonargaon and the date
(Cat.no. 100).

Tvpe BS: Silver Tanka

Both the obverse and reverse designs are in a circle and the legend is also same but the reverse bears

yamlnu 'l khalifar wstead of yaminu khalifat Allah. Margin 1s as Type B4, (Cat.no. 101).

It may be noted here that sab @ and fiva” look similar in the absence of diacnitical dots. But in the cons of
Fakhruddin it has been observed tha fisa’ has been written as ¥ without a fold and saba’ has been
written as ¥— with a fold In this light Thomas' reading of saba’ i ICB. I, and the date as 737 1s most
probably correct'” Tixa' as corrected by Blochman scems to be wrong. In the collection of the Bangladesh
National Muscum there 1s a coin of Fakhruddin which shows a clear saba’ and after that salaxin
which 1s not so much clear but cannot be read as arba'vin. Therefore, the date is 737AH as all the

circumstancial evidence shows.

The reverse legend of the said coin is yaminu khalifat Allah, it will be shown that after 744AH the term
yaminu khalifar Allh was abandoned and replaced by yaminu'l khilafar. This is an additional proof in
favor of a 737 date. The design of this com 1s the same as the comn of 738AH.

Recently a photograph. published in a Singapore Comm Auction catalogue shows that the unit word has
been written with a fold in the middle though not very clear but not cursive like Leitisa Saba’ The

main plea of Blochman was “numerous coins hithaerto found do not give the intervening year (738)"'. But

" The coin 1s in the collection of Bangladesh National Museum (henceforth BNM), Acc. no, 781839
"ICB., 1. p.57.comno 11, pl. 1. no. 7.
""'H. Blochmann. "Contributions to the geography and History of Bengal (Muhammadan Period)" (henceforth
Contribution), .LISB, 1873, p. 252
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there are at least two coms of Type B1 in the collection of Bangladesh National Museum bearing the clear
date 738AH and there are two more m two other private collections, onc in Bangladesh and another in
India dated 738AH It we aceept 737AH as the correct reading of the com in the BNM collection then
Fakhruddin has only a gold com and no silver coins in 739. His cons dated 740 and 741AH are few i
number'". the contemporary political situation was perhaps responsible for this. First Fakhruddin
proclaimed independence just after the death of Bahram Khan and 1ssued coins in 737AH (if we accept
the BNM reading as correct™) probably at the end of the year. Then he issued his second year coin in 738,
Before he probably issued the coin Type Bl which in design and calligraphic style are a bit different from
his usual comns and have a close affimty with the previous Tughlaq 1ssues of the region at least in design
and outlook. This type (Type Bl) may be considered as Fakhruddin's early attempt of assuming
sovereignty as expressed by Bhattasali™

However, Qader Khan, the Lakhnauti governor, along with others' marched against Fakhruddin probably
in 738 and the latter had to flee and remawned in hiding for some time, Qader Khan stayved in Sonargaon
Fakhruddin reappeared in the scene and captured the throne of Sonargaon and Qader khan was killed. In
this process probably the vear 739AH had lapsed. This may be the cause of non-availability of his silver
coins; the only gold tanka dated 739AH was probably struck at the end of that vear when Fakhruddin
resumed power for the second time. Coins of 740 and 741 are also scarce. During this period Fakhruddin
was busy consohdating his power in Sonargaon and to holding on to Lakhnauti. From 742 to 750 coins of
Fakhruddin are available in abundance. Silver coins dated 737 and 738 were called dinara in the marginal

legend

The margin of the gold com 15 off the flan. Probably both the gold and silver cons were officially called
Dinara. as also confirmed by Ibn Batura, who writes about ad-dinaru'l fidd:i silver Dinar 1.¢. one taka
silver and one Diner gold as ad dinaru minaz zahab'™ or the coins dated 737 and 738 may have issued
from such a dice which ongmally was made to strick gold comns but circumstances did not permit that
Later on the name of the silver comn was changed to sikka as seen in other silver comns. Or the comns dated
737 and 738 AH may have issued from such a dice which origmally was made to strike gold coins but

circumstances did not permut that

"* Present wriler personally seen both the coins and have a photograph of the private collection of Dhaka.
"' Only 2 coins dated 740 is known, Suppl. IMC, ii, p 42 No. 8, PL. Il and Suppl. Shillong cabinet, p. 118 - 119.dated
740, no.2/33.dated 741 no 2/34
" If we accept the reading of ICB. 1. and SCA, cat. as correct.
"* Nalini Kanta Bhattasali. Coins and Chronology of the Early Independent Sultans of Bengal, Cambridge: W. Heffer
& Sons 1922, thenceforth Coins & Chronology), p. 13
" Mustaufi-i-Mamalik Hishamuddin Abu Raza, Malik of Satgaon, 'lzzuddin Yahia. and son of the Amir of Kara
Firuz Khan joined with Qader Khan in this expedition. TALS, p 106
" HMB. 1A pp 13-131 thetextinp 131, ff
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Both m the gold and sihver coms Fakhruddin claimed himself as Sultanul A'zam 1¢. great Sultan
indicating s supreme authonity - Likewise on the reverse he proclaimed himsclf yaminu Khalifar Alldah
re nght hand (helper) of the Khnlafa of Allah that is the Prophet. and helper of amiru'l midminin, the
commander of the faithful By announcing this he ncluded hmself within the Muslim Ummah All these

mdicate his absolute sovereignty

The gold com's date 1s correctly read as 739AH. Perhaps after resumption of power by killing Qader

Khan he struck this gold com in 739AH. It could be even his coronation coin

He did not record hus father's name on the coins neither did he use the formula Sw/tdn bin as Sulian as he
was not the son of a Sultan. The reverse sides of both the gold and silver coms bear the utles of either
vaminu | khalifat or yaminu khalifar Allah 1.e. nght hand (helper) of the Khalifat of nght hand of the
Khalifatullah (1¢ prophet) respectively. By announcing these he showed his solidanity with other
Mushms and legitmized his usurpation of power. He also claims nayiru amirn’l mu‘minin 1.¢. helper of
the commander of the believers All these indicate hus absolute sovercign. The title. yaminu | khaltfat has
been continuously used from 744AH onwards. His carly coms up to 744AH bear only  yvaminu
khalifandlah (744AH). But both the titles yaminu khalifatullah and vaminu'l khilafar have appeared
simultancously in the coms of 744AH only. No coins after 744AH have yaminu khalifatullah. Therefore
that 1s the vear i which he changed the title khalifar Allah for only khilafat. He made the capital in
Sonargaon and used a horonfic utle for it Hadrat Jalal "*. for all his coins bear this prefix with the mint

name. It indicates the presence of the Sultan. i.e. Sonargaon was the capital and mint city as well as the

residence of the sultan

The most notable contemporary report of this period is the account of Ibn Batuta who visited Bengal in
746AH  According 1o Ibn Batuta Fakhruddin conquered Chatgaon and sent his general Mukhlis to scize
Lakhnautr but the latter could not succeed and was killed by Ali Mubarak the general of Qader Khan
Probably Karnim 1s right to assume that Fakhruddin did not make Chatgaon his alternate capital at all. On
the basis of Tarikh-I-Mubarak Shahi Mukhapadhyay assumed that Fakhruddin has conquered Lakhnaut
and Mukhlis was the governor there on the former's behalf™. As no coins are found in the name of
Fakhruddin other than the mint Hadrat Jalal Sonargaon. Kanm is also right to assume that Fakhruddin
could not conquer Lakhnauti but only sent his slave Mukhlis to occupy it. Had Mukhlis succeeded then
the comns beanng the name of Fakhruddin of Lakhnauti mint would have been found. Tbn Batuta also

informs us that gold comns were in use in Sonargaon and he himself bought a slave girl in exchange of a

" Corpus. p 36
i Ty « )‘H‘r.l.fi'nfulm p- 16
* Mukhapadivan . Hanglar finhasher Dusho Bachhar: Swadhin Sultander . imol. 4th ed.. Caleutta: Bharat Book
Stall. VIRK. (henceforth Dusher Bachhar). p 3
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gold tanka™ The quarter gold tanka of Fakhruddin also confirms the report of Ibn Batuta. In fact gold
coms with denomination were not unfamiliar in Bengal particularly m Sonargaon It should be
remembered here that Ghivasuddin Bahadur struck gold tankas and denominational gold tankas (joint

com. Cat no 40) from Sonargaon a decade carlier

From the evedence of com it s certain that Farukhuddin ruled for fourteen years from 737 to 750AH. His

silver comns are represented by each Hijra year though his gold comns are few and are only of 739/1338

' Coms and Chronelogy. p. 136, Sultani Amel, p.172
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2. Ikhtiyaruddin Ghazi Shah 750 — 753/ 1349 - 1352

Iklvuvar u'd din Ghazi Shah was the son and Successor of Fakhr ud din Mubarak Shah After the death of
Fakhruddin. probably a normal death™. i 750/1349 Ghazi Shah ascended the throne of Sonargaon No
contemporany historian nor any chromcle cites his name. He 1s known only from his coms All the coins
bearing the name of Ghazi Shah were 1ssued from Hadrat jalal Sonargaon, like his father. He struck cons
from 750 — 733 In the latter vear he was defeated and killed by Ilvas Shah, the Sultan of Lakhnauti. After
the death of Ghazi Shah. Ilvas for the first ime umited the whole of Bengal into a single unit, the Sultanat

of Bangalah llvas began to strike coins from Sonargaon from 753AH.

A single silver com type of Ghazi Shah has been discovered which was continuously struck every year
from 750 onwards Though the coins of Ghazi Shah are not abundant those dated 750, 751.752 and 733
have been found All the coms were struck from “Hadarat Jalal Sonargaon’. like his father's coms All are
of one tanka denommation following the one-tola weight standard; no denominational coin of Ghazi Shah

has been reported

Type Bl Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the name of the Sultan with the full utle of as Sultan u'l a'zam Ikhtiyar w'd dunyd wa 'd
din abit’l muzafiar Ghazi Skah as Sultan bin as Sultan. “the great Sultan Ikhtiyaruddin Ghazi Shah who is

also son of a Sultan” The legend 1s either in a circle or n a lettered surface

The reverse bears in a aircle i the center vamin u'l khalifar nasiru amirt’l mu'minin, *Right hand of the
Khalifat and helper of the leader of the believers’, a margmal legend with the mint name “Hadrat Jalal

Sendirkanw " and the date Itis a copy of his father Sultan Fakruddin’s coin type (Cat. no, 103)

The avanlable reports of Shams-1-Sira) Afif and Yahya bin Ahmad Sirhindi give the date of 741 which
Thomas nghth defined as ‘manifest error . because coins of Fakhruddin with continuous dates from 741
to 750 have been discovered abundantly. Again comns of Ikhtiyaruddin have been discovered from 750 -
753 without any break and from 753 llyas Shah's coins from Sonargaon are also found™. Therefore, it is
obvious that it was not Fakhruddin but Ikhtvaruddin, son of the former, whom Ilyas killed in 753 and
both the authors probably omitted the word /bn. “son of before the name of Fakhruddin®™ Thomas

reported three coms of this Sultan form the Cooch Bihar hoard and describe one-dated 7517 but

= Com and Chronology. P. 17
fICRLp 5Y. M2
“lbid. pp. 60 and 63, Corpus. pp. 38 and 43.
“Ibid
“lbid. p. 60. also pl no 1 fig. Y
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Blochman corrected the date as 7537 The Asiatic Society of Calcutta has one coin dated 751/1350. which
was published in IMC. 11 no. 21, Bhattasah examined the con and confirmed the date as 751 Suppl.
Shillong catalogue has one com dated 750, which was also examined and confirmed by Bhattasali™"

There are two comns n two private collections in Dhaka and both are dated 752AH™.

There is no dircet indication on the coins that Ghazi Shah was the son of Fakhruddin, rather Ibn Batuta
reports aganst it Ibn Batuta said that Fakhra had only one child (son) who was killed by the rebel Shaida
From the continuity of the con type of Fakhruddin by Ghazi Shah and continuity of date and use of the
term ‘as Sultan bin as Sultan . use of the same epithet “vaminul Khalifat' in both the coins of Fakhra and
Ghazi Shah. scholars have concluded that Ghazi Shah was the son of Fakhruddin, who inherited the
Sultanat from lus father i 750AH and continued to rule up to 753AH when he was attacked and killed by

llyas Shah Thomas imtiated this interpretation. which has been accepted by later scholars o,

There 1s a peculiar com of Ghazi Shah i a private collection in Dhaka dated 752AH of Sonargaon mint
duly prefixed with Hadrat Jalal but on the obverse the name of the Sultan is given as ‘Fakhruddin Ghizi
Shah” instead of Ikhtiyaruddin (Cat. no,105). All the other features hike design, weight, size, shape, and
legends are similar to the cons of Ghazi Shah. Most probably this is an error coin of Ghazi Shah as the

date reflects. Fakhr has been engraved instead of /khrivar by mistake

Only two rulers represent the famly of Fakhruddin Mubarak Shah, he and his son Ikhtiyaruddin Ghazi
Shah The latter 1s known through his coms only except a reference in The Malfuj us Safar” recently been
mentioned by Syved Hasan Askan. Fakhruddin's family ruled for sixteen years from Sonargaon as thair
capital. Fakhruddin ruled for thirteen years from 737 to 750 and Ghazi Shah ruled for three vears from
750 to 753, m which vear lvas Shah annexed the kingdom of Sonargaon Fakhruddin issued both gold
and silver including gold denominational coins. His son Ghazi Shah struck only silver tankas. Both the

Sultans used only the mint Hadrat Jalal Sonargaon

* The plate /CH L PL L fig 9 show that Blochman's reading is correct

* Cons and Chronology. p. 18

' Dr. Ishaq Imam and Mr [fickhar Alam,

" Coins and Chronology. p. 19

" Prof Sved Hasan Azkari records that “The same Malfuz provides a very interesting piece of information that on
the 24th Jumada | AH 762 .. The wife of Sultan Ikhuyaruddin the deceased, who had been among the devotees of
the saint of Bihar". (JBRS. 1966, p. 146-7.) Qauted by Mukhapadhyay in Dusho Bachhar. P 11
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Alauddin Ali Shah 741 - 744/1340 - 1343

Al Mubarak latter known as Alauddin Ali Shah was the Ariz-i-Lashkar or paymaster of Qadar Khan. the
governor of Lakhnauti. under the Delln Sultan Muhammad bin Tughlag. After the death and defeat of
Qadar Khan at Sonargaon by Fakhruddin. Ali Mubarak, asumed power in Lakhnauti with the title of Al
Shah and declared independence. This account is based on the history of Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahi” and all
the modern histonans accepted this view though there are lots of anomalies 1n the accounts of early and
modern historians about this period”’ Ibn Batuta informs us that there was a continuous fight between the
two Sultans of the two parts-East and West 1.e. Fakhruddin and Al Shah and one was powerful in water
and another in land respectively So they used to attack cach other in rainy and dry seasons respectively
without any victory . No coins of Ali Shah are found outside the Lakhnauti region, and all are struck in
the mint of Firuzabad 1.¢ Pandua. It also indicates the shifting of the capital from Lakhnauti to Pandua by
Al Shah™" It was Ali Shah who for the first time initiated the muint by the name of Firuzabad and the

name Lakhnauti totally excluded from cons.

According to Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahi. Mukhapadhyay assumed that Fakhruddin conquered Lakhnauti and
appointed there Mukhlis. his servant, who was killed by Al Shah. Abul Karim thinks that Mukhlis was

sent to lakhnauti to conguer 1t

Al Shah’s coms are found i silver only and of one tanka denomination from the sole mint of Firuzabad
No denommational comn of Ali Shah has been reported vet and the weight of his coins 1s one tola standard
Comns of Ali Shah arc scarce and found only in two types Al Shah's coms are dated 742/1341 10

743/1342 as considered by Bhattasali. Kanim also accepted this view in his Corpus®’

Type Bl Silver Tanka
The obverse bears the name of the Sultan with the title as Sultan w'l a zam “Ald w d dunya waid din abit'!

muzaffar “Alr Shah as Sultan in four lines within a square.

SN p T
"' Kanm. Mukhapadhvay. Mohar Ali. Jadunath, Bhattasali are among the modern historians on the other hand carlier
and almost contemporany lstortans like Badaum, Shams-i-Siriy Afif, Abul Fadal and Gulam Husain Salim have
informed contradictorily about the period and relations between the two Sultans of the two parts of Bengal - East and
West 1.e. Lakhnauty and Sunagarogn respectively.,
“1n Coiny and Chronology, (Eng Tr.) p.137
* Dusho Bachhar. p. 16
" Dusho Bachhar. p. 14
Y Coins & Chronology. p. 15. Abdul Karim, Corpus of the Muslim Coiny of Bengal, Dacca: Asiate Society of
Pakistan, 1960 (henceforth Corpus). pp. 40-41
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The reverse bears the legend sikandar uz zaman al makhsus bi ‘inayatir Rahman amiru’T mu minin and
margmal legend outside the aircle, hazal fidda tus sikkatu fil balad Firuzabad sanah, 1c. this silver comn

was struck m the city of Firuzabad in the vear (date) (Cat.no. 106).

Type B2 Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the name of the Sultan with the utle ay Swirdn 1l a' zam and the regnal ttle “Ala wd
dunya wadd din. Then another titleam. iskandar wz zaman, and the Kunyah abii'l muzaffar then the “Alam.
Al Shiih as S wltdn 1 ¢ 'great Sultan Alauddin who 1s the Alexander of the age, father of the victory, Ali
Shah'

The reverse bears the name the last Abbasid Khalifa a/ Musta 'sim Billah with the prefix of a/ Imam
suffixed by amir 1l mu minin, with the marginal legend outside the circle. It may be noted here that this
tvpe 1s shghtly different in design. The obverse legend 1s inscribed in a double square and the reverse
legend n a double square within circle. The margin particularly of the date portion 1s not clear as most of
Al Shah’s comn's margins are illegible, either it 1s illegible or partially retained to serve only the confusion
(Cat no 109)

The coms indicate that Al Shah assumed high sounding titles like Alexander of the Age. not only that,
‘distinguished by the grace of the compassionate’, and leader of the believers ete. In ICB, [, the reading of
the reverse (coin Type B1) has been given as nasiru amiril” muminin and that has been followed by the
BMC. IMC. and Corpus, but the photograph of the coins in IMC™ and BMC" do not bear the word nasir
before amirn’l mu'minin. Pracucally after the word ar Rahman of *bi ina@yal ur Raphman * there 18 no space
to nsert ndyir Specimens i the BNM of Type Bl also in favour of this view. Therefore the reading of the

legend should be correeted as amiru | mu 'minin " instead of ndsiru amirt 'l miminin

This legend of the comn reflects the contemporary political situations. Ibn Batuta’s account may be recalled
here agamn that there has continuous fight between Ali Shah and Fakhruddin Mubarak of Sonargaon and
Al assumed the throne of Lakhnauti by Killing Mukhhis and protected the Sultanat form the Sonargaon
aggression. And 1f we are to believe the 7arikh-i-Mubarak Shihi, that he did not proclaim independence
at first but wrote a letter to Dellu Sultan™ for appointing a governor for Bengal, it indicates the legitimacy
of his assumption of power. On the other hand he was the ariz-i-lashkar of Lakhnatuti, a superior post
than Stlahdar of Sonargaon. Therefore, these may have reflected through these high sounding titles of Ali
Shah And if not done out of mistake on the part of the engravers, according to the legend, he assumed
amirul mu minin. Because Fakhruddin, his rival assumed the utle yaminu khalifatullah, ‘rnight hand of the

vicegerent of Allal'. that 1s Prophet and also nasiru amirt’l mu’minin. So Ali Shah may have assumed

S AP 130, cotn no. 22,

Pl 1
Y'BMC. P 14 coinNo 15 Pl |
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amirul mu mmin title to show his supenonty and legitimacy. Not a single inscription of either of the two

has been discovered vet. therefore other than com there 1s no evidence to confirm our propositions.

The reverse of com Type B2 shows the allegiance to the last Khahfa of Baghdad though he had died long
ago. It was the custom to cite the name of Abbasid Khalifa on the comns in India as well as Bengal
Probably Ali Shah s com was the last in this tradition. No comn of Type B2 bearing any clear date has been
discovered vet. so their date and mint is not known Most probably this type was struck earlier and
probably from different mint than Firuzabad®. There is the possibility of their being issued from

Lakhnauti before the shifting of the capital to Firuzabad, which was due to strategic considerations ™.

Ali shah’s coms are reported to have been dated 7417, 742, 743, 744 745 and 746" But there are
anomalics in dates of 741, 744, 745 and 746. Bhattasali corrected the dates of 742 read by Thomas and he
also corrected the two coms published m IMC. But Thomas™ coin of 742 show that the reading 742 1s
correct which Bhattasali wants to read as 743 There 1s no need of correction as rightly observed by Kanm
in the Corpus™ . Isna 1s written on the margin without the alif of the beginning and written 35' L. instead of

LSt (without nuktas). Another coin of IMC which has been read as 744 seems to be also 742 as the
examination of Bhattasali reveals, though Bhattasali was inclined to read it as 743, Thercfore, the dates
742 and 743 arc confirmed dates for Ali Shah™ but the date of the ascension of Ali Shah and the last year
of his reagn 1s not certain. 1f we accept the reading of the Kalna hord con dated 741 as correct. then that
will be his date of first accession. Already we have seen that Qader Khan was killed in Sonargaon at the
end of 739 (described n connection of Fakruddin in this chapter) and Ali shah may have waited for
sometime for the response to his letter to Delhi. So 741 may fairly be set for Al Shah’s proclamation of
Sultan™. between these two dates he wrote the letter and waited and defended the aggression of Mukhlis.

Fakhruddin’s veneral

If the date 740 of the com of llvas Shah from Firuzabd mint” is taken to be correct™ then it can be
assumed that duning this hegemony after Qadar Khan's death while Ali was awaiting Delhi’s response,

llyas perchance declared independence and struck comns from Firuzabad mint in 740AH. But Ali’s prompt

"TM. P 107
" {n Suppl. IMC. one coin of Type B2 (pl. I1. no. 21) has been illustrated and the mint name is given as firuzabad,
but the reading of Firuzabad is not certain,
* Sultani Amol. p. 198
"INSL L p 37
“ICB. L p 38
" Corpus. p 40
"IMC. 11 p. 43. com no 23
"1t was Bhattasali. who lunited the coin of Ali Shah only to 742 and 743 Later scholars -~ Karim. Shkhmoy and
Mohar Al accepted the view of Bhattasali See Coins and Chronology. pp. 14-17 and 19-24.
"HB, 11. PY9. given the date as 1339 CE/ (740 - T41AH.)
¥ Suppl. IMC 11 p. 43 coin no. 22
“"This date has been rejected by the scholars like Bhattasali, Kanm etc. it has been discussed properly under llyas
Shah
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action compelled him to leave the Lakhnauti-Firuzabad region for the ume bemng. This action of llyas
may have hastened Al declaration of independence in 741AH. We have also a coin of Ali Shah clearly
dated 744AH (Cat. no 108). Thercfore, Ali Shah’s reign may be fixed from 741 — 744AH on the evidence
of s comage But the question remains open about the date 745, which is given by Thomas in ICB. 1, and
746AH as given by S Ahmed of the Kalna hoard™ again one coin dated 745 has been illustrated in BMC
But Bhattashali rejects the reading altogether”. BMC's illustration of the coin dated 745 shows that the
unit number 18 not clear Karim also commented that the Kalna hoard coin does not yield better result™
Until we find 745, 746AH clear dated coins of Ali Shah we may take the last vear of his reign as 744AH.
Therefore Ali Shah ruled on the western part of Bengal 1.e. Frruzabad ~ Lakhnaut for at least 4 vears and

not for one vear and some five-months ™.

All the comns of Al Shah issued from only the mint of Firuzabad so far his clearly written coins show

"UINSL L p 37 (Without photograph)
= Corpus. p. 40. cited by Karim
“Ibid p. 40 Karim discussed the problem elaborately but want of photograph or clever dated coin could not reach to
any conclusion
* Rivaz gives for Ali shah one year and five months quoted 1n Dusho Bachhar, pp. 15 - 16.
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Ilyas Shahi 744 - 815/1343 - 1412

llvas Shah man from Sigistan m Iran and foster brother of Ali Shah succeeded in establishing his own rule
fast m northern Bengal and gradually the whole of Bengal, the west, cast and south, came under his sway
as well as some of the neighboring areas for the first ime™. He faced successflly and avarted the bartle
with Delhi Sultan, Firuz Shah Tughlaq™. Four rulers of this dynasty ruled in Bengal, successively with the
capital m Firuzabad (Gaur). for about seventy-five years. This dynasty is known after the name of its
founder, Ilvas Shah Other rulers of this fanuly are his son, grandson and great-grandson, Sikandar Shah,
Ghiyasuddin A'zam Shah and Saifuddin Hamzah Shah respectively. All of them struck coins both i gold
and silver from varnous mints of Bengal except Hamzah, whose silver coins only are known, No coins in

copper or other metals have been found vet

I. Shamsuddin Hyas Shah 744 - 758/1343 - 1356

By killing Alauddin Ali Shah Malik Ilvas Haji ascended the throne of Lakhnauti and assumed the title of
Sultan Shamsudin llvas Shah'” According to modem historians llyas™ reign began in 743AH™ But duc to
the clear dated coin of 744 of Ali Shah and the corrected reading of Ilyas™ coin of 743AH as 748AH by
Bhattasal™”, llvas’ proclamation of Sultan may be fixed as carly as 744AH. if not later. All the history
books inform us that [lvas ascended the throne by killing Ali Shah.

llvas struck coms m both gold and silver having some denomunational coins also i both the metals
following the /e weight standard. No coin in copper or other metal other than the one mentioned above

has vet been found.

llvas Shah's gold comns may be classified into three types, among these one 1s gold double tanka, a full

tanka (two m number) and another one 1s a half tanka gold

** Sultani Amol. pp.175-76. HB. 11 pp.103-105.
' Ibid. pp 106-109
" TM. p 106 Dusho Bachhar. p. 20 Coins and Chronology. p. 21
" HB. 11, p. 89. Dusho Bachhar. p. 21. Coins and Chronology. p. 21. HMB. Al p 132. Corpus. p. 143 Sultam
Amol. p 198
* Coins and Chronology . p. 24.
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Gold Tanka

Type Al Gold Doublg Tanka

The obverse in a circle bearing the name of the Sultan in Arabic with the utle probably as Sultan aldadil

but the last two letter of Adil are not present on the field, therefore it may be read as as Sulténu'l ghazi
putting a dot (nukta) on ‘ain' of al Adi/. Kunyah is as usual abii’! muzaffar, he never used any other
Kunyah in his comns. so the obverse bears the full name of the Sultan as Sw/tanu l'adil or al ghazi Shams
w'd dunya wad din abii | muzaffar lyas Shah as Sultdn in four lines, ‘The just or The champion Sultan sun
of the world and the religion father of the conqueror Ilyas Shah as Sultan”.

The reverse in a square within a circle sikandar u's sant yamin 'l khilafar amiru'l mu 'minin, “second
Alexander right hand of the Khilafat, commandeer of the believers™. The margin bears a circular legend
with date and mint which 1s almost illegible. The weight 1s 21.8 grams and diameter 1s 28mm. This gold

coin is presenved m a private collection in India” (Cat.no. 110).

[vpe A2: Gold Tanka

The obverse seems to be in a lettered surface, legend as Type Al n four lines in Arabic. The reverse
legend in a circle 1s the same as Type Al but margin is partially readable .. Firazabad [sanah] khams wa
khamsin wa saha’ miyah, * _this coin was struck in firuzabad in the year 55 and 700. The name of the
mint 1s Firuzabad and the date is 755 AH®' The coin is same as IMC. 11, coin no. 232 (Cat. no. 111).
There are also three other gold coins of llyas Shah in the Kawali collection m India, same as Type A2
bearing the dates 752 and 750/756AH. The date of the third is illgible (Cat. no. 111, 'remarks').

Tape A3 Gold Half Tanka

The obverse bears m a plain arca in two lines as sultanu 'l ghazi, * the champion Sultan’. The reverse i a
circle also m two lines Shams w'd dunya wa'd din. The margin bears .. ay sikkatu fi' | balad Firizabad
sanah . khamsin wa vaba' mivah, *.. coin was [struck] in the city of Firuzabad in the year ... fifty and

seven hundred™ The umit digit is illegible™

All these gold coms are struck following the tola weight standard weight of the Type Al is just double the
one tanka gold. Type A2 weighs 10.9gms and 23mm in diameter. The IMC, 11, gold tanka (Type A2)
welghs 10.74gm and diameter 22 5Smm, There are other three gold coins of the type A2 in the Kawali
collection i India. cach weighs 1lgms and 23mm in diameter. Type A3 the half tanka gold weighs

5 3gms and the diameter s | 7mm (Catno 112).

“ 1 P. Govanka Collection. Calcutta. India
*' Kawale Collection. India. ONS. No. 147, winter 1996, p. 12.
““IMC 1. p. 150. coin no 23a. PL_ |
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Silver Coins

According to the legend llvas” silver coms may be classified into five types. They are as follows:

Type Bl Silver Tanka
The obverse bears the name of the Sultan with the utle as Sultdnul ghazi and the reverse has the central
legend as sikandar ux xam’ vaminul khilafar naytru amire’! mu'minin. This type is found mn both the

obverse and reverse in aircles (Catno 113)

Type B2 Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the full name of the Sultan of the title ay Sultdanu | ghazi as type B1 and the reverse also

like as Type Bl's reverse only omitting the word ndayir after al Khilafat. Both obverse and reverse have
squares within circles and in the margin of the reverse mint name al Balad iriizabad. The dates are 747,
750. 752 and 757 (Cat.no.114).

Type B3, Silver Tanka
The obverse bears the legend as Switanu ! adhl Shamsud dunya wa'd din abu’l mugaffar llvas Shah as

Sultan.  four lines

The reverse bears the title sikandar s sani yaminu'l khilafat amirw | mu 'mimin. The margin around zuriba
hazihis sikkatue b Hadrar Jalal Sunarkanw sanah...” In this type letterings are more graceful than the

Types Bl and B2 and the word a/‘adil 1s in most cases complete (Cat.no.117)

This type 1s observed the obverse legend in a double square within circle, annulets at the middle of the
four sides. The reverse 1s i a circle and in the margin name of the mint and date (Catno. 1 1Y) This type 1s
struck from Sonargaon and as previously in the coin of llvas the epithet Hagrat Jalal was used before the
word Sonargaon It may be noted here that ndsir before amiru | mu 'minin has been omitted in these coms.
The dates are 733 - 758AH.

Type B4 Silver Hall Tanka

The obverse bears the legend in three lines ax Sultan al ghazi Shams: w'd dunya wa'd din i a lettered

surface

The reverse bears the rest of the legend al muzaffar: llyas Shah' as Sultan/ m three lines within a circle.

The marginal legend around the circle 1s illegible (Cat no. 120).

“ONS.No. 147.p 12
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Type BS Silver Quarter Tanka

The obverse bears only Shams ud dunv@ wa 'd din in two lines seems to be i a plain arca
The reverse bears the rest of the legend aba 1 muzaffar lyas Shah in two hines in a circle (Cat. no. 121),

[lvas™ coms have been found in three denominations, each in gold and silver. Gold coins are of two tanka,

one tanka and quarter tanka And silver coms are of one tanka. half tanka and quarter tanka

There was a controversy among the historians and numismatists about the reign of Ilyas Shah, particularly
the date of his accession to the throne of Lakhnauti — Firuzabad, We know that by killing Alauddin Ah
Shah llvas ascended the throne™ Again the end date of Ali Shah is controversial. Though numismatists
liked Bhattasali and Karnm tried to settle this problem by information from the coms of Ali Shah and llvas
Shah. and 743AH was. tll recent times, the accepted chronology for the period The chronology was
primarily set by Bhattasali and followed by the subsequent historians™ with slide alterations due to new

information gleaned by the discovery of new coins.

Bhattasali fixed the death of Al Shah in 743AH and the same vear llyas ascended the throne. Ilyas™ coins
of Firuzabad mmnt dated 744 has been found. Al Shah also used the same mint for his comns. Therefore,
apparently there 1s no controversy or confusion. But due to the discovery of a clearly dated comn of Al
Shah of 744AH 1t 1s apparent that both Al Shah and llvas ruled during 744AH.

The margmal text of the coms of the Sultan’s of Bengal 1s very problemauc. Particularly the flans of the
coms of Ihas Shah arc so narrow and sometimes off the flan, or the marginal legend especially the date 1s
written so crudely and in such a small space so intncately that it creates confusion. Keeping in mind this
particular hmitation we should consider only the clearly dated coms of any conclusive result. For these
rcasons one of llvas Shah's com which has been read by Shamsuddin Ahmed as dated 740. cannot be
accepted and we have to agree with Bhattasali who has accepted the comn as llyas Shah's but could not

agree with the date of 740AH™.

Al Shah’s clear dated comn of 744 from Firuzabad munt proves that in 744AH Al Shah was alive and
striking coms from Firuzabad We also have coins of Ilvas Shah dated 744AH (Cat no.113) from the same
mint. Therefore. We may fix the last date of Ali Shah as well as ascension of llyas Shah as 744AH. But
there 1s a com of Ilvas Shah dated 743 in the Shillong Cabinet which on the authonity of Stapleton,
Bhattasah corrected from 743 to 748. But again Kanm raised the question after examining the photograph

of the com by saving "I am unable to read the unit as “saman” and I do not find any reason why the

“T™M. p 107
© Coms and Chronologs p 21.Corpus. p42. Sultant Amol, p 177
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reading of 743 should be corrected”” Thanks to Karnim that he had published the photograph of the com
in s Corpus™. Staplcton and Bhattasali both are correct in identifying the saman (eight) as the umt which
has been written very intricately, 743AH as the starting date of Ilyas’ reign as has been accepted by Karnim
may be due to the inscription of Ilyas Shah from Beniyapukur dated 2° Shaban, year 743AH

The question of the comn of llyas Shah dated 740AH of Firuzabad mint remains unsolved though
Bhattasali once corrected this reading of Thomas and Botham & Friel as 7SAH”. But after this in suppl
IMC, Shamsuddin Ahmed read a coin, dated 740AH™ but there was no photograph or reference to
Bhattasali He was aware of the corrected reading of Bhattasali as S, Ahmed mentioned and commented
about Bhattasali's book “Coms and Choronology™ m the preface there 1s no reference to reading of

740AH or its correction by Bhattasali”

A B M Shamsuddin trnied to establish that Hlvas Shah at first took over at Satgaon and was loval to Sultan
Muhammad bin Tughlag for sometime but soon declared independence. When he declared himself in
Satgaon he marched against Ali Mubarak in 740/1339 was victorious and struck coins from Firuzabad in
740AH. He also referred to the hostilities between Haji llvas and Ali Mubarak, as the “tripartite struggle
between the three independent ruler of Sonargaon, Satgaon and Lakhnauti” after the death of Baharam

Khan. the impenial governor of Sonargaon™

But Ibn Batuta only has mentioned the bipartite struggle between Fakhruddin and Ali Mubarak, no source
cited any tripartite struggle (f we accept S Ahmed's reading of 740 (Suppl. IMC. Con no. 22) as correct
(1c 740) supported by A B M Shamsuddin”, (F.n 54) then it may be assumed that llyas Shah had
captured power i or around Firuzabad for sometime in 740 and struck coins i his own name. Probably

this act of llvas hastened Al Shah’s declaration of independence™

The reign of llvas started from 744AH and continued to 758AH ull hus death. During this period he struck

comns of vanous types from four munts - Firuzabad. Sonargaon. Shahr-I-naw and Satgaon

He used as his utle both “as Sultanul Ghazi* and ‘as Sultanul Adil” on the obverse. He chose the title as

Sultanul Ghazi (the victonious Sultan) as he had captured power from Ali Shah, a clear victory besides

" Coins and Chronology p 23

" Corpus, p 47
“Iud, pl 11 com no Y
"~ Comns and Choronology. pp. 23-24.

" Suppl IMC. 11, p. 43. coin no. 22

"Ibid. preface. p 111

- A B M Shamsuddin. unpublished Thesis, pp.48-49.
" A BM Shamsuddin. p. 51, unpublished thesis.

" Ali Shah's first date 1s 741
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conquering many a places including Nepal™ And battle with Firuz Shah Tughlag may also be meant Thus
justifving his title of Ghazi But one thing should be carefully observed that what has been read, as al Adil
m the comns of Hvas Shah. in most cases may not be correct. Particularly the last two letters or at least the
last letter of «/ Adi! has been cut of the flan and in the absence of diacnitical dots there is no difference
between the words Am and Ghatn ve between al Adil and al Ghazi It seems reasonable that most of the
as Sultdnul Adil” of the coms of llyas Shah should be “as Sultinul Ghazi® Only the cons of the
Sonargaon mint have clear al Adil. Even in the BMC pl. 11, comn no. 17 and 22 which have been read as as
Sultainul Adil must be corrected 10 as Sultanul Ghazi. There is a faint line in the margins of coin 17 and 22

T’}
which 1s undoubtedly a yea

The reverse of the comn bears in the center the title sikandar us yani (second Alexander), yamin ul khildafat
(right hand of the Khilafat) and on some comns only amiru | mu 'minin (commander of the believers). On
others nayirn amiru’l mucminin (helper of the commander of the believer') if Nasir is left out the meaning
changes to second Alexander, helper of the Khilafat who 1s commander of the believers 1. in some coins
he proclumed himself as commander of the believers while on others he is only a helper of the
commander of the believers All these titles indicate s supreme authonty and sovereignty in comparison

to the other Sultans particularly of Delhi

The munts of Firuzabad. Sonargaon, Satgaon, Shahr-i-Naw have been used for striking lus coins and the
date range 1s Firuzabad 744 - 758AH, Sonargaon 754 - 758AH, Satgaon 747, 751, 754, 757 & 758.
Shahr-i-Naw. 746. 748 - 750 & 754" Firuzabad is designated as a/ Balad, the city or Hadrat Firizahad
1. Firuzabad the capnal or residence of the Sultan. Sonargaon was qualfied in llyas™ com as Hadrat
Jalal Sonargaon. following carhier precedence of the previous regime of Fakhruddin and Ghaz Shah
Hadrat Jalal means glonous or the roval residence. Use of that epithet indicates that though the Sultan was
not restding i Sonargaon sull the place was very important as the capital of the province and was the seat

and residence of the govemor

llyas Shah conquered many lands and due to his successful marches the treasury was full of wealth. He
has the credit of umting all of Bengal east, west and south. People were happy and prosperous as the gold
and silver denomination coins came into circulation. The vanous dated comns i gold indicate that these
were incorporated mto  the regular currency system and were not tokens or medallions for
commemorations. The overall look particularly the calligraphy of the comns of llyas Shah are not as
pleasing as the cons and calligraphy of Fakruddin and his son Ghazi Shah. This can probably be
explained by his pre occupation. During the later part of his reign some beautiful bigger flan coins with

the title as Sultanul Ghazi with graceful Naskh inscriptions were issued. Probably due to the pre

* For the conquest see Sultani Amol, pp. 177- 178: Dusho Bachhar, pp.21- 24.
“BMC. pp. 15- 16, PL 1l
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occupation with consohdation. conquest and fare of aggression by impenal forces of Delhi he could not

pay much attention to the orgamization of numismatic activity in the earlier part of his reign. He reigned

fifteen vears from 744 10 738AH

. Crpus. pp 4347
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2. Sikandar Shah 758 - 791]?|/1356 - 1388]?]

After the death of Thvas Shah in 758 his son and successor Sikandar Shah ascended the throne. According
to Bhattasali llyas died at the end of the year 758. Some comns of Sikandar Shah dated 758 have been
found. on the basis of which and also from historical analysis Bhattasali confirms the date of the death of
llvas Shah and also the ascension of Sikandar in 758”. We know from history that at the end of the vear
760 Firuz Shah. Sultan of Delhi attacked Sikandar and seized the latter in Ekdala, first for about six
months in 760 and 761" A truce was made between the two Sultans and Delhi forces withdrew from
Bengal. Sikandar ruled in Bengal for thirty-three vears™. None of the Bengal Sultans reigned for such a
long period. His comns are found from 758 to 792. Sikandar Shah struck coins in both gold and silver; all
are of the tola weight standerd Some fractional coins of the Sultan have been found but they are all in

stlver

Gold Coins

According to the legend Sikandar Shah's gold coins are of three types and only six gold cons are known,
Type Al: Gold Tanka

The obverse bears the legend in a circle: the legend is in four lines in Arabic Shah Sikandar ibn Hyas
Shah as Sultan. 'Shah Sikandar son of Ilvas Shah the Sultan'

The marginal legend in a small circle on four sides contain with the names of the first four Khalifahs on in
cach circle anti-clockwise and between each two circles these legends are inscribed again anticlockwise al
wasig. batayvid or Rahman and abii’l mujahid. That is the circular legend is o/ wasiq batayyid ar Rahmdn
ahit'l mugdhed Interspersed with the names of the four Khalifas. on top circle Abu Bakr. Therefore the full
legend 15 'the confident by the support of the Merciful father of the warrior Shah Sikandar son of llvas
Shah the Sultan’. 1¢. the full legend should be read from the margin conjoimng with the legend in the

circle.

The reverse legend 15 n a mulufoil (octofoil) in Arabic nasiru amiri’ | mu'minin ghausu'l Islam wa'l
mushimin. 'helper of the leader of the faithful help of Islam and the Muslims'. The Marginal legend is
incomplete. duriba haghi's sikkam fi baldati Firizabad sanah... "This coin was struck n the city of
Firuzabab. year..." The date 1s off the faln.(Cat. no. 122)

2 Comy and Choranology p 40
“lbid P46
™' Dusho Bachhar. p 44. Banglar ltthas. p. 229
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This com's photograph 1s purhshed by Rajgor’ weight and measurement were not record and no further

reference given
Gold Tanka

The obverse legend 1s 1n a circle having four lines of Araber text al wdg:’q,'bar&z?ﬁ r Rabman abit'l mwahid
Stkandar Shah ithn Ilvas Shah as Sultan. The Marginal arrangement 1s the same as the above Type Al
with the four Khalifa's names in small circles. But the rest of the legend is al imamu'l a'zam wa'l khalifar

u'l mu'azzam 'the supreme leader and the great Khalifa'
The reverse bears the legend in Arabic in an eightfoiled circle

The legend 1s the same as the reverse of Type Al but with the addition of yaminu khalifat Allah at the
beginning and khullida khilafatuhu at the end. Meanming of the first part 1s 'right hand of the Khalifa of
Allah' and the last portion's meaning is 'lis Khilafat may be perpetuated'. Margin: obliterated. The weight
of the comn 1s 158 grains and diameter 0.75 inches, This com is mentioned in the Corpus corresponding to
tvpe E¥. Thomas also mentions it"™'. There is another coin of this type in a private collection in India™.
The munt name 1s in the margin - o/ Baldatd mu'azzam Mu'azzamabad, ‘the great ity Mu'azzamabad' but

the date is cut off the flan. the weight is not available and measurement is 26 mm (Cat. no. 123)

A 3. Gold Tanka
The obverse bears the legend n a circle in five lines in Arabic al-imam al a’zam abi’l mujahid Sikandar
Sbah ihn Hyas Shah as Sultan. "The supreme leader father of the warrior Sikandar Shah son of Ilyas Shah

the Sultan' There 1s no margin on the obverse
g

The reverse bears the legend also in a circle in four lines yaminu khalifar Allah nastru amirt'l muminin
khallada Alldhu kinlaiand. 'Right hand of the Khilafat of Allah helper of the leader of the believers may

Allah perpetuate hus Khilafat'. Margin: Mutilated, mint is not recorded”’.

Another coin of the same type is in a private collection in India® (Cat.no.124). Weight and measurement
are not available. A third comn of the same as type B3 published in 1954 (Cat. no.126) and a fourth coin of
Tyvpe A3 is reported by Stan Goron in ONS which is in the Kawale collection in India"’ (Cat.no.127). The

' Rajgor. p 21. Type 220
* Corpus. p. 51.
"' ICB. 1. P.72. coin no. 30
*! Goyenka Collection. Calcutta. India
“*This cotn was reported in JASB 1889, pp. 32-33. pl V. coin no. 5.
™). P. Goyenka. Collection. Calcutta. India.
" ONS. no. 147, winter 1996, p 12,
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mint name 1s given by Goron as Mu'azzamabad but date 1s not present on the comn. The weight 1s 11 gram

and diameter 25 mm

These six cons of the three types are so far known, Among which Type A2 and A3 correspond to the
silver types of B6 and B3 respectively. But the Type Al seemed to be a new type for the coins of Sikandar
Shah

Silver Tanka

Various types of Silver tankas of Sikandar Shah have been found. They may be classified into nine types
according to their legend. But including the fractional coins the types will be of thirteen. It s to be noted
here that all the fractional coins are of silver and not a single coin in copper or in any other metal 1s

reported

Type BI: Silver Tanka
The obverse bears the legend in a circle in four lines in Arabic as Sultanu'l mu'azzam Sikandar Shah ibn
Ilyas Shah as Sultan. "The great Sultan Sikandar Shah son of llyas Shah the Sultan’. There 1s no margin on

the obverse. and some coins have only a lettered surface.

The reverse bears the legend in a circle in three lines vaminu khalifar Allah nasiru Amiri'l mu'minin. Same
as the reverse legend of Type A3 but only upto mu'minin  (omitting Khallada Allah). But the margin 1s
duriba haghis sikkatu bt Hadrat Jalal Sonarganw sanah saman wa khamsin wa saba" miyah. "This coin
was struck in Hazrat Jalal Sonargaon in the year seven hundred fifty eight™ (Cat.no. 128). Thus type 1s also
found dated 739

Type B2 Silver Tanka
The obverse bears the legend in a circle in Arabic al muyahid fi sabili'r Rahman Shah' Stkandar ibn Ilyas
Shah Sultan "The wanor i the path of the Merciful Shah Sikandar son of llyas Shah the Sultan'.

The reverse legend also in a circle same as the reverse of Type Bl But the Margin 1s durtha hazihi's
sikkatn Mulki Chawlisian urf ‘Arsah Kamrii sanah tisa’ wa khamsin wa saba’ miyah. This coin was struck
n the country of nice alias 'Arsah Kamru in the year seven hundred and fifty nine' Only two such comns
arc known so far one i the IMC, No. 38 and another in the collection of BNM, which is unpublished™
(Cat. no 129).

" IMC. 11 p. 156 coin no. 64. P I1.
*BNM. Acc no 81 440
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Type B3 Silver Tanka

Type B3's legend 1s simple the obverse legend of Type B2 has been divided into two sections and cach
one put on cach side of the con. The obverse side beras Shah Stkendar ibn lloyas Shah ax Swltan, The
reverse has al mujihid fi sabili'r Rahman and the margin is duriba hazihi'l fiddatus sikkatu fi'l Balad
Firtizahad sanah tiva" wa khamsin wa saba’ miyah. "This silver comn was struck in the city of Firuzabad n
the vear seven hundred fifty mine 1e. 759, This type was also struck from the mint Ighm Mu'azzamabad
(date 1s uncertam). Shahr-i-Naw (dated 763); and Satgaon (date cut off ). It may be mentioned here that
the comn 1s quabfiecd with an adjective @l fiddah, ‘silver' and also the mint with al Balad, 'the city'
(Cat.nos. 132-133).

Type B4 Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the legend in a circle also of a simple one in four lines abti’l mujahid Sikandar Shah as
Sultan thnus Sultan. 'Father of the warnior Sikandar Shah son of the Sultan’ Father's name has not been
mentioned  The reverse bears in a circle an nayiru lidini'liah al Qahir a'dd Allah "Helper for the religion
of Allah and the strong for the foes of Allah' The margmn 1s obliterated but nunt name is readable which s
'Arsah Satgaon (Catno |36)

Tvpe B4 (a). Silver Tanka

Another comn of the same type. from the mint 'Hadrat Jalal Sonargaon' i1s known, published i the Corpus
dated 758, This comn's lettering 1s different and the reverse legend 1s i three hines instead of four of the
type B4 (Catno 137)

Type BS Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the legend in a cirele in five lines, al-imam al-a’zam ahi'l mujahid Sikandar Shah ibn

Ilvas Shah ax Sultan "The great leader. Father of the warnor Sikandar Shah son of [lvas Shah the Sultan'

The reverse bears the legend in a circle in four lines and the marginal legend 1s outside the circle yaminu
Khalifat Alich nasiru amirt’l muminin khallada Allahu khilafatahu, ' right hand of the Khalifat of Allah,
helper of the leader of the behievers may Allah perpetuate his Khilafat' The Margin bears the legend
duriba hazihis sikkatu bt Hadrat Firizabad sanah sab'in wa saba" miyah."This coin was struck in Hadrat

Firuzabad in the vear seven hundred seventy', i.e. 770 (Cat.no. 138).

Type BS (@) Silver Tanka

Same as above Type BS but the writing style of the obverse. particularly the word a/ /mam s different and

the reverse legend in five hines dividing the last word 'Khilafatahu' in two parts Khila and fatehu the con

is struck from the mint Ighm Mu'azzamabad. date not clear (Cat no. 139).
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Type BS (b) Silver Tanka

The legend and design are same as Type BS but the arrangements of the legend on obverse in four hnes
instead of five and the reverse legend omitting the word (Allah) after khallada, mint 1s also the same
(Cat.no 140)

Type BS (¢) Silver Tanka

Another variety of the type BS. similar to Type BS (a) but without mint and date (Cat.no.141).

Type B6 Silver Tanka

The obverse bears i a circle the Arabic legend in four lines al wasig ba tayvidi’r Rahman abi'l muyahid
Sikandar Shah 1hn [lvas Shah as Sultan. "The confident by the support of the Merciful father of the warrior
Stkandar Shah son of llyas Shah as sultan'. In the margin four circle on four sides contain the names of the
first four Khahfas read anticlockwise as Abu Bakr, Umar etc. between the circle are these legends starts
from the top night agamn anticlockwise al imam al a'zam wa'l khalifatul mu'azzam, ' the supreme leader

and the great Khalifa

The reverse bears n an octofoil the legend in five lines yminu khalifar Allah ndsiru amivi’l muminin
ghausu'l Islam wa'l mustimin khullidat khulafareh. "Right hand of the Khilafat of Allah helper of Amirul
Mu'minin Succour of Islam and the Muslims may his Khilafat be perpetuated. The margin reads duriba
hazhis sikkatu fi balden! mahrisahFirizabtd sanah 1sna wa samanin wa saba” miyahk'. This coin was
struck i the tortified city of Firuzabad in the year 782" This type is found with different dates and mints

also (Cat no 142)

The mmt Firuzabad has been designated vanously as 'Baldat’l Mahrasah', fortified city. In some of the

coms of this type, Mu'azzamabad mint designated as a/ Baldatul Mu'azzam, 'the great city' (Cat.no. 143)

Some vanetics of this tyvpe have also been found with change of the reverse design only. A comn from the
mint Baldat Firuzabad has the reverse legend m a hexagon with extended loops (B6, a) (Catno.144) and
another variety . the legend i a haxagon from the mint Hadrat Firuzabad (B6. b) (Cat no.145)

Tuvpe B7 _Silver Tanka

The obverse legend 1s i a quarterfoil in the centre in three lines. The margin 1s outside the legend
Nikandar Shiih ibn iy Shah ay Sultan, 'Sikandar Shah son of llyas Shah the Sultan’. The marginal legend
contains the names of the four Khalifahs in a small circle on each on the four sides. Name of the first
Khalifah Abu Bakar is on the top. In between cach two circles from top right al Imam, al Alim, al Adil, al

Mujahtd have been inscribed. 1.¢ the obverse legend starts from the margin and the full legend 1s @l Imam,
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al'@lim. AI'Ad]. al Mugahid Sikandar Shih ibn llvas Shah as Sultan “The leader the learned, the just, the

warrior Stkandar Shah son of Ilyas Shah"

The reverse legend bears (in a hexagonal star) four lines yaminu khlifat Allah nastru amirt'l muminin
khallada Alldhu khildfandie: '‘Right hand of the Khilafat of Allah helper of leader of the belevers. May
Allah perpetuate s Khilafat. The margin has the usual marginal legend but with ay sikkatul mubarakatu
“This auspicious com was struck i 'Arsah Satgaon in the year cight hundred and eighty one (Cat.no. 146).
This type was also found with dates 782, 786 and 787.

Tvpe B7 (a). Silver Tanka

Variety of the above Type B7. the legends of both obverse and reverse and designs are same as Tyvpe B7

but the reverse design 1s a sixfoiled circle instead of hexagonal star, date not clear (Cat.no. 147).

Type BY: Silver Tanka

The obverse bears in a circle i three lines abiil mujdhid Sikandar Shah ibn livas Shah as Sultan. The
name of the Sultan with the Kunyvah 'Abul Mujalud', father of the warrnior and the marginal legend 1s the
same as Tyvpe B7 but the legend between the Khalifahs names are from top nght anticlockwise a/ imam, al

a'zam, al wasig, httd'vyvid, ar Rahman, the great leader, the confident by the support of the Merciful',

The reverse legend 1s in a hexagon with loops. which are outside. The legend 1s the same as the reverse
legend of Type B7 but with the addition of ghawsul Isidim wa'l muslimin after "Amiru’'l Muminin' It means
he 18 'succour of Islam and the Mushms'. Marginal legend 1s,'this auspious coin was struck i the city of

Firuzabad in the vear seven hundred eighty seven' 1.e. 787 (Cat.no. 148).

Type BY Silver Tanka

The obverse legend 1s i an octagon contaming the simple legend. the name of the Sultan and his father's
name 1n three ines and the marginal legend 1s al wasig batayyid ar Rahman abu'l Mujahid, mterspersed
with the names of the four Khahifahs as on the previous types, Type B6. B7, and BS. The full legend
stands 'the confident by the support of the Merciful father of the warnior Sikandar Shah son of llyas Shah
the Sultan’'

The reverse bears the legend. n an ornamented lozenge design, just as the reverse legend of Type B7. But
nstead of Khalladalldhu Mulkahu, (Khullida mulkahu) omitting the word Allah. Marginal legend is This
comn was astruck i "Arasah Shahr-i-Naw n the year seven hundred and eighty three (Cat no 149). The
vanety exists with the shght change of design and also with the legend khulhda khilafatuhe may his

Khilafat be perpetuated
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Some fractional comns of Sikandar Shah were also found. All are of silver and in two denominations, half
tankas and quarter tankas The flames are narrow so there are no marginal legends. Thercfore. no mint

name and date has been mentioned in the fractional comns
Among the known four fractional coms two are half tankas and two quarter tankas.
Tape B10_ Sulver half Tanka

The obverse legend is in a circle the name of the Sultan and his father's name in three lines Shih Sikandar
thn llyas + Shah'

The reverse legend 1s also i a circle, bears only the word as Su/ / t@n in two lines' as Sultan'. The lettering

in the margmn 1s not clear. weight of the comn 1s 5.12 gram. and 21 mm diameter (Cat.no. 150).

Tvpe B 11_Silver half Tanka

The obverse contains the legend as Sultan  al Muazzam in two lines in a plain arca or a lettered surface

The reverse legend 1s the Sultan's name i two lines Stkandar’ Shah as Sultan. There 15 no munt or date on

the con and no margin. The weight 1s 5 gram and diameter 18 mm (Catno 151).

Type B12. Silver quarter Tanka

The obverse legend bears n a plain area i two lines, simple name of the Sultan Shah - Stkandar The
reverse legend in a cirele records the parentage also in two lines /bn [lyas - Shah. The weight of the coin is

2 54 gram and diameter 1s 15 mm (Catno 152).

Type BI3 Silver guarter Tanka

The obverse bears the fegend in a circle only the word al Muahid as @/ Mwya  hid mto two parts and n
two lines af muja hid. ¢ ‘the Warrior'. The reverse bears the legend in a circle in two lines Sabilir
Rahman as sahil ar Rahman |in the] 'path of the Merciful' Only the title has been mentioned not the
name of the Sultan. The weight of the comn 1s 2.71 gram and diameter 15 mm (Cat.no.153).

Bhattasali. on the evidence of comns and analysis of the history fixed the death of Ilyas Shah in the last
month Zul Hija of 758AH™ alrcady been mentioned carlier. Due to the presence of the two coins of
Sikandar dated 758 he opined that the reign of Sikandar begun in 758" But Kanm in the Sultani Amol
opined that Sikandar's reign started in 759" Bhattasali rejected two coins of Ilyas Shah dated 759 and 760

on the ground of the misreading of the umit digit and no comms with such date arc known yet. Therefore, on

" Coms and Chronology . pp 39 - 40,
“bid. p. 41
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the basis of com Type Bl of Sikandar we may assume that Sikandar struck coins in his own name from
758 But all the three coms known so far dated 758 are struck from 'Hadrat Jalal Sunarkanw' our com
Type B1 (Cat no.128) (IMC. No 63, one coin) and Type B4 (a) two coins (Corpus P1 11, No 4. and Suppl.
Shillong Catalogue No  2/;5,. No comn dated 758 has come to hight from the Firuzabad mint. Curiously
enough i IMC comn Sikandar claimed himself as 'as Sultan u'l Muazzam' not 'al Azam', therefore, it may
be presumed that in 758 during his father's hfetime Sikandar as a governor struck coins from Sonargaon in
his own name and the epithet Hazarat Jalal before the mint name indicates the Sikandar was residing in
Sonargaon as govemor. llvas' comn with the date 758 from Sonargaon arc also found so either as an
empowered governor or as Sultan at the end of the year, Sikandar struck coins from Sonargaon. If he had
struck cons as a Sultan i 758 then it should be considered Sikandar's first issue before coming to the
capital Firuzabad and before his coronation.

It 1s to be noted here that com Type Bl has a great resemblance to the coin of Fakhruddin Mubarak Shah,
particularly the reverse. the only change s the date. The placement of the word a/ mu'azzam of the
obverse 1s also the same as Fakhruddin's coins placement of the word 'al a'zam'. It indicates the continuity
of the com tradition. Though the family was replaced but the coin tradition prevailed and probably the
same artisans who once made dies for Fakhruddin and Ghazi Shah now were working for Ilyas and his
son Sikandar Tyvpe B1 was also found dated 759" probably issued in the early part of the vear

Type B2 dated 759 struck from two mints viz Chawlistan uff 'Arsah Mamru and Hadrat Jalal Sonargaon
(Cat. nos 129, 130). The munt Chawlistan appeared on the comns for the first time in the reign of Sikandar
Shah Though Karm did not agrec with the reading of IMC and corrected 1t as 'Awalistan’. But
Chawlistan and the reading of IMC seemed nearer to the correct, long since the publication of IMC that
was the only known con beaning the mint name Chawlistan urf ‘Arsah Karmu. But in the collection of
BNM a second con has been found and not been published earlier. The date munt, and style of calligraphy
of both the coms are the same. The legend of the obverse 'Warrior i the path of the Merciful' 1s
significant. for this new mint Kamru. Most probably duning the last par of the reign of llyas Kamru was
subjeted 1o the Saltanat by crown prince Sikandar who led the expediton. This was commemorated

through the striking of this coin

Type B2 also 1ssued from Ighm Mazzamabad, dated 760 and 762 Sikandar changed the name of the mint
Sonargawon for Muzaaamabad n 760, because from 760 on wards on coin of Sikandar was found bearing
the name Sonargaon It is evident that this change was made in 760, Muazzamabad appeared on the con
for the first tme in Sikandar's reign with various epithets-Iqlim Muazzamabad as mentioned and also al

Baldatu'l Muazzam Muazzamabad in later tmes (Type B6, dated. 781).

“ Sultani Amol, p. 193
" Corpus. pp 57 & 160 - 161
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Type B3 consists of a simple legend Infact the obverse of the Type B2 has been divided into two parts
and each part engraved on cach side of the comn Type B3 partiallly corresponds with the gold Type Al 1s
(gold coin) as issucd form Firuzabad mint but the date is illegible. So it 1s difficult to asserting 1if this was
his coronation comn Type B3 coms were struck from albalad Firuzabad dated 759, the gold comn Type Al
also has an epithet ‘al balad’ Tvpe B3 also was struck from Ighm Muzaaamabad (Date NA) and Shahr-i-
Naw. dated 763 This new munt Shahr-i-Naw imtiated by llvas continued to 1ssue comns dunng his
successor Sikandar's time. Type B3 1s also issued from satgaon the date 1s cut off. It 1s a new mint for this

type and not published carlier. The com is in the collection of BNM (Ace. No. 81.453).

Type B4 also consists of a simple legend for the obverse and in this type the Sultan's father's name has not
been mentioned, only the formula ‘as Sultan ibnu's Sultan' 1¢. Sultan who 1s son of a Sultan. ' Abu'l
Mujahid' of this coin and the reverse legend ‘helper of the rehigion of Allah and subduer of the foes of
Allaly’ indicates that the Sultan was busy at that time with the conquest of lands from the non-muslims,

may be to the north and south frontiers of the Sultanat.

One comn of this type (B4) was 1ssued from the mnt 'Arsah Satgaon. 'Arsah Satgaon is a new mint for this
type. The com is n the collection of BNM, but date is not available on the comn (Acc. No. 85 556) This
type 1s also found without date and mint (BNM Acc. No 66.&00), which has been illustrated in the Corpus
pl. I no. 4 dated 758, Karim did not give the mint name. the mint is 'Hazrat Jalal Sonargaon. So this type
may have been one of s carly coins. Most of Sikandar's cons bear his father's name directly but in this
type he used only the term' son of the Sultan' without mentioning father's name The flans are
comparatively smaller due to which in most of the cases the mint and date are cut off the flans. The
known coins of this type are less in number. Through this coin legend Type B4 Sikandar expresses his
nighteousness. It 1s a general rule for the rulers to show his impartiality and justice to the subjects
particularly at the begimning of the reign. While consolidation, was considered the prime factor, Sikandar
did the same and i this reverse legend there i1s a hidden warming that the "Sultan is helper for the rehigion
of Allah and also subducr of the enemies of Allah'

Sikandar Shah's coin Types BS, B6, B7 arc very important The claims of Khalifah and Khilafat have been
expressed through these com types. In Type BS Sikandar expressed using the word "al Imam al-Azam"
directly on the obverse com legend. But the reverse legend reveals the allegiance to the nstitution of the
Khilafat by using the tme honored formula, 'Right hand of the Khilafat of Allah and helper of the
Amiru'l Muminin”. It 1s to be noted that the benedictory word these coin types show that the benediction
is for Khilafat. The formula is ‘may Allah perpetuated his Khilafat, (not ‘Mulk’, [kingdom]), It indicates
that during the striking of these comns the state was a Khilafat not mulk, a constitutional difference of
claim. It 1s not possible to ascertamn all the dates from the illegible or incomplete marginal legends of the

mentioned types. So. from which date 'mulk’ transformed into Khilafat is not casy to ascertamn. Therefore
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the related causcs behind the proclamation of Khilafat also 1s not easy to determine. Though the historians

assumed that to be at par with his Delhi rival Sikandar probably proclaimed this titles.

In coin Type B6 Sikandar sued the formula al-imam al a'zam wa khalifatu’l mu'azzam w the obverse
margin. The direet clamm of Khalifah The suprime Imam (Chief) and a great Khalifah, here he used ‘al
Khalifatu'l muazzam, though the meaming of both the words Azam and Muazzam are same 1.¢ the great,
but when both are used in the same sentence af a’zam is the superlative. The main legend in the centre
shows that the Sultan 1s confident by the help of the Merciful and he 1s father of the warrior, This legend
1s not less sigmficant The claimant of Khilafat 1.¢. the Sultan 1s confident i hus claim by the merey of the
Merciful and as a 'Mujahid’ he had the ability to retain this title. Though he claimed himself as Khalifa
still he showed honour to the supreme Khalifah of Islam ie. allegiance to the institution of Khilafat, in
reality the Abbasid Khilafat was extinct a hundred years ago. He used as reverse legend the usual yaminu
khalitar Allah and also helper of Amiru'l Muminin along with a new ttle ghausu'l Islam wa'l musiimin

defender of Islam and the Muslims. In thig type the benediction for his Khilafat has been mentioned also.

In comparison to Type B6, Type B3 seems to be carlier and struck from Hadrat Firuzabad, Iglim

Muzaaamabad and also coins without the mint name and date.

On the other hand Type B6 1ssued from Firuzabad, has been used with vanous eipthets such as 'Baldatu'l
Mahrusah' (cat no 142) and Baladat cat no (Catno.142a), Probably the same Firuzabad has been
designated with Hadrat. Baladat and Baldat al Mahrusah at different times. But due to non availpability of
all their dates the ume of the different assumption of epithets are not ascertained. Coins of this type are

also found with the mint pame Baldatu'l Mu'azzam Mu'azzamabad (Cat no. 143)

Type B6 s also been found in two different (vanetics). Type B6 and Type B6 (a) beanng two different

designs for the reverse legend. But the obverse designs are the'same.

It i1s a known fact that to mscribing the name of the Khalifah of Islam on the comns has a long tradition. In
India lltutmish was the first Sultan to mscribe the name of the Abbasid Khalifah on the coms (IMC coin
no 38). This was followed by all subsedquent rulers including the Sultans of Bengal. Long after the death
of the last Abbasid Khalifah, Mu'tasim Billah in 1238 the use of the Khalifa's name on the coins was
continued up to 1342 duning the reign of Alauddin Al Shah.' He was the last Sultan of Bengal to use this
formula and n Dellu the last ruler was Jalaluddin Firuz Khalp (1290-1296), Later on Fakhruddin
Mubarak of Sonargaon abondoned 1t and Ilvas Shah did like wise. But both of them used the formula

'helper of the leader of the believers' to show their respect and allegiance to the Khilafat,

121



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Sikandar Shah for the first ume in Bengal proclaimed the .mh: of 'Khahfat Allah' by using @/ imamu'l
a'zam wa'l khalifand'! m'uazzam. 'The supreme Imam and the great Khalifah' It should be remembered
that the word "al-lmam’ 1s equivalent to Khalifah, As it can be seen in the com legend fi ‘ahadil imam al
Musta'sim that the word ‘Imam' was used before the name of the Khalifa™ Though Sikandar Shah
proclaimed himself Khalifa yet he continued to use the term yaminu khalifar Allah on his coin's reverse, (o

show his respect 1o the Khilafat.

It may be noted here that Sikandar Shah through his coin Type BS probably first declared his claim of

Khalifa and subscquently proclaimed al imamu'l a'zam wa'l khalifat'l mu'azzam in his Type B6

Now the question 1s why did he proclaim Khalifar Alléh n his coins” Kanm probably gave the right
answer, "There also must have been pohitical consideration in Sikandar Shah's assumption of the title. He
was a contemporany of Firuz Shah Tughlaq of Delhi and he actually had to fight aganst the latter for his
very existence. Now Firuz Shah Tughlaq not only received verstiture form the Abbasid Khalifa of
Egypt, but proudly records his belief in the necessity of obtaining recognition from the Khalifa™'. Karim
further explamns that, "The arrogation of such an authority by the Sultan of Delhi was a real menace to the
Sultan of Bengal The Sultan of Bengal (Sikandar Shah) thercfore, went one step further and forestalled
his adversary of Delhi by taking the utle of Khalifah or Imam for himself ~ The Sultan could not do 1t
without the consent of the Ulama of the country and the Ulama of Bengal ghould be given credit for this

oy

igenuity . Therefore, on the context of the political situation of the period this proclamation by

Sikandar Shah is very important and significant

Kanm by quoting Dr Gafur explained in detail the legiimacy of this constitutional issue of the
proclamation of the Khilafat that "the sunni jurists i formulating the doctrine of the Khalifah have always
kept in view the existing historical and political condition and tried to harmomze the political reality with

the framework of the Sharia™

The leading Junst of the I4th century Ibn Jama'a compromising with the polincal reahty 'legahized
delegation of all Khalifal prerogatives to the wielder of the power™. Therefore, to cope with the political
situation and for survival aganst the rival Sultan of Delhi Sikandar proclaimed himself Khalifa to legalize

his separate Sultanat in Bengal

“IMC, 11 p.146 &147. coin nos 6,7.9
“ Abdul Karim. Corpous of Arabic Persian Inscriptions of Bengal. Dhaka: Asiatic Society of Bangladesh,
(henceforth CAPIB). 1992 p 92
* Abdul Kanm, Catalogue of Coins in the Cabinet of the Chittagong University Museum, Chittagong. 1979
(henceforth CUV/CY. p 16
“bid pp. 12 - 106
“ Quoted by Karim in CUMC. pp. 15 - 16,
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Type B7 comns of Sikandar also bear the title ' Al Imam' on the margin along with additional titles like ‘al
Adil'. 'the just'. "al Alm'. the leamed'. al Mujahid, the warnor. These are all the qualities of an able Sultan
and 1f the claims of the coms of Sikandar are considered as correct and real then these indicate that he was
really a good admimistrator having all the qualitics of a great Sultan. Most probably all these claims were

true as Stkandar regned for thirty-three vears, the longest reign among the Sultans of Bengal.

This type was struck from the mint Satgaon and in two designs and B7 (a) Satgaon is designated as Arsah.
Observed dates are 781,782,786 and 787

It is to be noted that all these types claiming Khalifah or Imam except one bear on the reverse the
benediction khullida khilafatuh his Khilafat may be perpetuated It indicates the status of the state as a
'‘Khilafat’ which 1s admimistered by a Khalifah, not a "Mulk' But Type B8 bears the term Abullida mulkahu
and 1s 1ssued from the mint Firuzabad with the epither ‘al Balad', dated 785 and 787 Some of the coins of
Types B6. B7 and BS bear an extra adjective in the margin qualifving comn Sikkaru'l Mubarakatu, ‘the
auspicious comn’ Why these coins are auspicious 1s not mentioned. Probably these coins were minted for
recording some auspicious occasion. may be at the time of the construction of the Adina Mosque or of
some of his conquest. Type BY's obverse 1s same as the legend of the obverse of Type B6 omitting the
margmal legend. This type 1s only known from the mint Shahr-i-naw, ‘new city', dated 783 This city was
designated as ‘Arsah Shahr--Naw a new mint mutiated by llyas and continued by Sikandar Location of
this city has not been identified most probably in the subarb of the capital a new city was cstablished by
llvas which remained as a new ety i.e. Shahr-i-new duning Sikandar's reign but later. it was renamed or
no longer remained as new so the name Shahr- 1-Naw can no longer traced

All the coms claimimg Khalifah contamns on the margin along wath the marginal legend the names of the
four Khalifahs n four cardinal ponts 1¢. types BS, B6, B7 and B8 All these cons also bear on the
reverse the formula 'nght hand of the Khalifat Allah and helper of the Amuru'l Mummnin', in tvpes B6 and

BY with an addition of ‘defender of Islam and the Mushms' along with the above mentioned ones

Some fractional cons of Sikandar Shal's are known in half and quarter denomimnations. Though the
fractional comns of the Sultans of Bengal are rarc but in comparison to other carly Sultans, Sikander's
fractional comns are many i number. [t indicates that the fractional coins were also in circulation and were

used side by side with the full tankas.

No new mint has mitiated by Sikandar Shah except 'Arshah Kamru. The mint Sonargaon has been
renamed Mu'azzamabad probably, and it was shifted to a new place. which has been identified as
Muzampur alias Mu'azzampur, fifteen kilometer away from Sonargaon. The nunt of the capital Firuzabad

has been cited variously in Sikander's coins with either bi Hadrat or al Balad or Baldatu'l Mahrusah.

123



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

fortified city Mu'azzamabad the sccond important mint of the Sultanat, former capital of Fakhruddin, also

had various epithets during this period-Ighim Mu'azzamabad or Baldatu'l Mu'azzam Mu'azzamabad.

Bhattasali on the basis of the last dated comn of Sikandar Shah minted from Firuzabad i 791 fixed the
reign upto that date and expresses that it would be between 791 1o 795 of any vear. There 1s a coin in ICB,
1. read by Thomas as dated 792 but as there 1s no illustration of the con Battasali did not take that into
consideration. So. with the firmly dated coin Sikandar's reign may be fixed upto 791 It may be noted here
that his son and succession Azam Shah rebelled agamnst his father in the last part of Sikandar's reign A
battle ensued between father and son in which Sikandar lost his life but the date of the fight could not
ascertained  Therefore. Sikandar's last date, on the basis of his dated coins. may tentatively be fixed in

791, So, the duration of his reign is at least thirty three years
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3. Ghiyasuddin Azam Shah 79217] - 813/1390|?] - 1410

After the death of Sikandar in the battleficld of Goalpara lns rebel son and successor Ghivasuddin Azam
Shah ascended to the throne probably in 793 There are controvercies about the last date of Sikandar's
death and first date of Ghivasuddin Azam's ascension. Earlier Azam had rebelled against his father in the
eastern part of the Kingdom in Sonargaon and his coms from Satgaon have been found dated 890 while his
father was still alive. The last date of Sikandar's coins is 792 as has been mentioned carlier. Due to the non
availability of clear cut last dated comns of Sikandar and first dated coins of Azam from Firuzabad it 1s not
possible to ascertaun the actual date of the death of Sikandar and accession and rebellion of Azam. This
event has been placed between 791 to 795, Bhattasali is inclined to fix the death of Sikandar in 795 giving

him a reign of 37 vears and Azam Shah seventeen years some months upto 813AH.

Bhattasal assumcd the date of the revolt by Azam in 777 as 'no com of Sikandar Shah from an eastern
mant of date later than 777AH (IMC 11, no. 50) has yet been found” However, Mukhapadhyay'*. and
Karim'"' gave Sikandar a reign of 33 years and presumed the death of Sikandar i 792 and 793

respectively

All the lustorians agree on Azam's early revolt of that date 1¢ 792 as Azam Shah corresponded with the
famous poet of Persia. Hafiz, as a sovereign and Hafiz wrote a poem n response and as Hafiz died in 791
so the correspondence happend one or two years carlier while Sikandar was alive. So, Azam Shah's date
of revolt may be presumed with certanty before 890, Azam Shah like his father and grand father was an

able ruler with some gencerous qualities of love for poetry and justice and ruled upto 813,

The most remarkable cvent of Azam Shah's life 1s us revolt aganst lus father. 1t is said that he rebelled
due to his stepmother's machination and took shelter in the eastern part of the kingdom in Sonargaon. He
waged war agamnst his father in which Sikandar died. then to acquitted himself from all troubles he cither
blinded all of Ius seventeen brothers or put them to death. Even then he was depicted as an able and just
ruler. Historians spohke loudly of hus justice and kingly ature. he wrote a letter to the Persian poet Hafiz
mviting hus to visit lis kingdom. He held the Kamrup arca for sometime after conquering some and
communicated with the contemporary king of many countries including China and made charitable
endowments in the holy cities of Makkah and Madina establishing a madrasah in Makkah. Cowmns of Azam

Shah are available i gold and silver only. All lus coins are of tola weight standard.

* Coins and Chronology. p. 70
" Dusho Bachhar. p. 54
" Sultani Amol. p 198, Corpus. p 154
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Gold Tanka

Two types Azam Shah's gold comns are known and probably four in number One comn in the collection of
BNM 1s unpublished. One com in the Kawale collection in India in published i the ONS No 147 by Stan
Goron, the thiord one 1s pubhished i Rajgor and the last one in the collection of Varendra Rescarch

Muscum. Rajshahi is unpublished

Type Al: Gold Tanka
The obverse bears the legend i quarter foil i four lines Ghiyasud dunya © wdd din abi'l muzaffar / Azam
Shah - ay Sultan 'Succour of the world and the religion father of victory Azam Shah the Sultan'

The reverse bears the legend in a circle in four lines but the first line 1s not decipher able. The second hne
starts with __ / ghausul Islam  wa'l Musiimin: khallada . 'Succour of Islam and the Muslims May Allah

perpetuate No margmal legend is traceable. The weight of the comn s 10 56 grams and diameter 25 mm.

Type A2 Gold Tanka
The obverse. which 1s m a plamm arca, bears the legend in six lines af muwyvad batay yid ar Rahman

ghivasudelbve wad din ahitl mugffar A'zam Shah  ihn Sikandar Shah ibn lyas Shah as Sultan,

'Strengthened by the dhelp of the Meraiful Succour of the world and the relition father of victory Azam
Shah. son of Stkandar Shal son of llyas Shah the Sultan '

The reverse bears the legend m a plam are i five lines yaminu khalifat Alldh - ndsiru amivi’l muminin

ghausul Islam wal Mustomin khallada quu mulkah 'Right hand of the Khalifa of Allah helper of leader
of the believers succour of the Islam and the Mushms, may Allah perpetuate his kingdom. The weight of
the coms 1s 11.6 gram and diameter 23 mm. One com of this type has been illustrated in Rajgor without
any reading weight 1s 107 grams, diameter not avatlable. Another ¢omn 1s mn the collection of VRM,

description 1s not available
Silver Tanka
The descriptions of the silver coms of Ghiyasuddin Azam Shah are as follows

Type B1. Silver Tanka
The obverse bears the legend in a square in Arabic al-muwyyad batayyidhy Rahman Ghivisud dunyé wa'd
din abit'l muzaffar A'zam Shith as Sultan, Steengthened by the Merciful succour of the world and the

rehgron father of the victory A'zam Shah the Sultan'
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In the marginal scgments there are the names of the first four Khalifahs of Islam, starting from the top
arranged anticlockwise The reverse legend s in an octagonal star also i Arabic nayiru'l Islam wadl
muslimin vaminu amiv'l mominin, helper of the Islam and the Mushims right hand (Helper) of leader of
the believers Margmal legend 1s. durtha haghi's sikkatu fi'l Balad muazzamabdd frs Saliy tivina wa saba'
mivah  This com was struck m the city of Muzzamabad in the year three minety and seven hundred 1¢
793

In this type there are coms with a vanety of designs, which may be described as subtypes of vaneties, but

the legends arc the same

Type Bl (a) Suver Tanka

The obverse and reverse legends are same as Type Bl but the designs are different, the obverse design

within a square and the reverse i a circle and the mint 1s'Jannat adabd', date not clear

Type Bl (b). Silver Tanka
The obverse legend i1s m a square having a mihrab design on cach side of the square and the reverse in a
quatreforl. The names of the four Khalifahs are i the four mihrabs. The reverse margin s not clear but the

mint name 1s Satgaon

Type Blfc): Silver Tanka

The obverse design and legend are the same as Type Bl (b). The reverse 1s in a octofoil but the mint name

on the reverse margin 1s Muazza mabad. date is not ¢lear,

Type B (d) Silver Tanka

The obverse 1s 0 a square with i a circle, names of the Khalifahs are in the marginal scgments. The

reverse is in an octoforl and the margin illegible. The legends on both sides are the same as Type Bl

Type B2 Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the legend m a square the The same as above type B but in the fourth hine after Azam
Shah is ay Su/tan bin and the last line 1s Shah Sikandar 1¢. his father's name 1s cited in this comn but the

execution 1s very crude The margimal segments are not clear but probably contain the names of the four
Khahfahs

The reverse legend is i a square within a circle, same as the reverse of Type Bl but with the addition of

Khuthda mulkahn wn the Last line. The margin is indistinet most probably having the date and mint name.
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Tvpe B3: Silver Tanka

Both the obverse and reverse designs are the same. with the legends are circles The obverse legend 1s
Sultan - Ghiyasud dunyd wad din Abi'l muzaffar: dzam Shah - as Sultan. The name of the Sultan without

mentioning parantage The legend 1s in five lines.

The reverse legend s Ubbada Allah  dauletahu khallada Allahe mulkahu, '"May Allah ctermze lus

Empire and perpetuate hus kingdom: In the margin the mint name s Satgaon but the date is not clear

Type B4 Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the legend in a quadnfoil in four lines the same as Type B3 but omitting the word
‘Sultan' at the begimning The margin bears the legend as Swltanu'l a’zam al muyyiad batayyid'il Malik ar
Rahman i four scgments "The great Sultan strenghened by the help of the “Merciful god'. The reverse
bearse in a circle the Arabic legend in four lines nasiru amiru'l muninin - ghausul Istdm  wa'l Muslimin
khullida mulkahu, helper of the Amiru'l muminin, Succour of Islam and the Mushims hus kingdom may be
perpetuated. The reverse margin bears the legend dunba hazihis sikkatu fi Hadrat Firuzabad sanah salasa
wa tis'in wa saba' miva The com was struck from the mint Hadrat Firuzabad dated 793", This type was

also found from Satgaon mint but the date is not clear””.

Tvpe B3 Silver Tanka

The obverse legend 1s i a quarterforl 1 five lines and bears the name of the Sultan the same as Type B4
but with an additon of Ius father's name ‘ibn Sikandar Shah as Sultan' 1¢ son of Sikandar Shah the
Sultan. The margin on the top left anuclockwise reads af muwyyad ha tayyidi’l Malik al-Manndn,

'Strengthened by the help of the generous God'

The reverse legend 1s the same as the reverse of Type B4 but with a different arrangement. The Marginal
legend 1s dunba hazilus sikkatu fi "Arsah Satgaon sanah salasa, 'ashra wa samnu muiyah. 1e. the comn was
struck in ‘Arsah Satgaon n the vears 813 A similar coin 1s in the collection of BNM and bears the mint

name Sikandrabad 813"

Tvpe B3 (a) Silver Tanka

Same as above Type B3 but the obverse legend is in a quarterfoil having a semicircular curve instyead
mstead of the ogee of Type B3, The reverse is in a circle; obverse margin differs in arrangement. The

reverse margin has the date 812,

"2 IMC. Type B. p. 137, comn no. 67,
""" BNM. Acc no. 70922
"M BNM. Acc no. 70, 993
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Tvpe B6. Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the same legend as Type BS i a quadnfoil within circle with the addition of Jhn [lyéy
Shah as Sulian. 'son of llvhas Shah the Sultans’, after the word Sikandar Shah, the legend 1s arranged in

six lines and the marginal legend is the same as the marginal legend of Type B4

The reverse legend 1s the same as the reverse legend of Type BS 1e the legend and design are the same.
The marginal legend 1s the same as Type B4 1 ¢ Hadrat Firuzabad bdated 893" BMC has the dates 794.
795 and 796"

Type B7. Silver Tanka

The obverse legend 1s i a quarterfoil. The legend s the same as the obyverse legend of the Type B6 but

the margm 1s 1 ¢. onutting the word "‘Mahk' of Type B6

The reverse legend 1s the same as Type B6 but in a square and the arrangements are a bt different. The
Margin also differs a bit Il Hadrat al ﬁmixﬁhad in Hadrat Firuzabad dated 812 (BNM 66.220) also 813
(BNM 66.227)

Type B8. Silver Tanka

The obverse legend is in a quadrilobe the as same as Type B7 and the legend s also the same as Type B7

having no marginal legend The reverse legend 1s i a octagonal star i six lines Yaminu Khalifandiah
'right hand of the Khalifah of Allaly'. which has been added at the beginming the rest of the legend 1s the
same as above comn Tvpe B7 but the last line 1s Khullida Khilafathu mstead of Khultida Mulkahu 1.¢. may
his Khilafat be perpetuated The margin is illegible. There are some varieties of this type only with the

change of the design legends of all the vaneties are the same as tvpe B,

Type BY (b) Silver Tanka
The obverse design 1s the same as Type B8 (a) 1.¢. m a plan area; the reverse is in a multifoill (BNM 66
243)

Tvpe BY: Silver Tanka

The obverse bears a legend sinilar Type BS in a aircle having no margin. The reverse bears the legend in
a circle i five lines af Imam  yaminu'l kbelafar nastr - ghausul Isldm wal Muslimsit is to some extent
Yaminu Khalifat Aildh, ve right hand of the Khilafat of Allah third line is missing which may be
conjectured as amiri] muminin. IMC mentioned one such coin having no margin with a note "very poor

execution” (IMC p 139 com no. 83)

"IMC. p 137, coinno. 73
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Tyvpe B0 Silver Tunka

The obverse bears the legend in a plain arca. The legend 1s the same as Type A2's obverse The reverse
legend 15 10 a multfoil but ductoille gibihty IMC did not any reading. No other specimen of this type 1s

known. Only three fractional coms of the Sultan are known, two quarter tanka and one one-cight tanka

Type BI1 Silver guarter (V) Tanka

The obverse legend is i a circle in two lines Ghiyds w'd dunya wa'din "succour of the world and the
religion” the regnal name of the Sultan. The reverse bears the rest of the legend i a aircle abitl muzaffar
Azam Shah  as Sufran. 'father of the victory Azam Shah the Sultan' The Kunyah and the proper name
have been inscribed on the reverse. There 1s no date or mint name on the coin. The weight is 2 56 gram

and diameter, 17 mm

Type B12: Silver gquarter Tanka

The obverse bears the legend i three lines in a plain arca, Shah? Azam - bin Sikandar. The legend should
be read from the sccond hine uqwards then the last line 1.¢. Azam Shah son of Sikandar'. The reverse bears
the legend i a plam arca i three lines 1o ilyas Shah as Sultan 'son of llyas Shah the Sultan'. There 1s

no date or mint name on the com: the weight 1s 2.20 grams and diameter 15 mm

Type BI3 Silver one esght ('4) Tanka

The obverse m plam arca bears the legend e two hines Mugaffar Azam Father of victory Azam. The
reverse 15 a plam arca with two lines also Khallada Allah Khilafarahu, '"May Allah perpetuates his

Khilafat'" The weight of the com s, | 26 grams and diamater 10 mm

We have been informed that Azam Shah rebelled against his father and set lus admimstrative head quarter
in Sonargaon But the dates of most of his coins from Muazzamabad (Sonargaon) are not clear So. it 1s
very difficult to ascertamn lus date of revolt as well as his date of ascension to the throne in Firuzabad, as
well as the date of the death of Sikandar. As the coins struck from Muazzamabad and Satgaown have no
mention about this father's name and nor cven the formula 'Sultan ibn Sultan' They show his rebellion, the

coins are Type Bl mncluding its vaneties, Type B3 and Type B4

Tvpes Al, Bl. B3 and B4 reveal that i these types Azam did not mention his parentage. usc the formula
sultan 1bn Sultan ' to denote his roval ancestry. Among the Type Bl including its venties should get
special notice because probably this type was the issued by the Sultan during his rebellion. In this type
Azam Shah did not claim limself ‘the great Sultan' but was contented with the 'Strengthened by the

support of the Meraiful' On the reverse of this Type Bl Azam Shah introduced a new formula "Nasir ul

" Stanley Lanc - Poole. The coins of the Muhammadan States of India in the British Museum (henceforth BMC),
London: British Muscum Trustees, 1885, pp. 26 - 27. Coin nos. 60, 61 & 63, P1 111
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Islam wal Mushmin' never used by any previous sultan. He also used 'mght hand of Amirul Muminin
instead of ‘Nasiru' (Helper) Amirul Mununin, He probably did all this to differenciate from his father's
coms. It would be possible to know the actual date of revolt if clearly dated cons were found. But most
these comns have unclear dates Only one con from Satgaon munt has a clear date of 790 (Tvpe BI (b))
and a comn of Muazzamabad munt given in BMC (no. 57, pl. 1ll) most probably also has the same date
Type B1 (c) Though the BMC gave the date as 790 but there 1s no room for unit digit between abad of
Mu'azzamabad and Tis'in (Ninety). if we do not omit the word Sanah therefore, the reading most probably
will be 790. Sikandar's comns from Satgaon are found with the date 787 so between 787 to 790 the revolt
happened and probably A'zam Shah started to strike coms in his own name from Muzazzamabad i 790 or
one or two years carlier. Type Bl (a) 1s issued from the mint 'Jannatabad' as described in the BMC (comn
No.52 & 353)""" But all these coins have dates cut off the flan or are of unclear datc and also the mint
name 1s punched or effaced including the BNM specimens. Most probably the mint name could be

]

'Chatgaon' as suggested by Bhattashali™ 1f it is taken to be correct then it would reveal that after Azam's
revolt he gradually spread his sphercof power over the lands adjacent to Sonargaon and in 790 he captured

Satgaon also. which brought ulumately both father and son to the battlefield

Type B2. Only one com 1s known. though father Sikandar's name has been msenibed in this type vet it
could be an carlier type of A'zam Shah. the execution is very crude, The reverse legend of Type Bl 1s also
used n the reverse of this type. This could be the earliest comn of Azam Shah just as a test case before hus

proclamation of the rebellion, which is demonstrated, by Type Bl coins.

Type B3 com's flans are too small to contamn the margmal legend so most of the coin's mint name and
dates are cut off. In this type's reverse Azam Shah used a new formula never used before by him n his
coms. ‘may Allah perpetuate his government and may Allah perpetuate his kingdom'. In one such coin the
mint 1s clear. ‘Arsah Satgaon. So. the legend indicates that his coin may be one of his carly comns during

his rebellion. Here for the first time 'Sultan' has been prefixed to his name Ghivasuddin

Type B4 has. for the first time the title “as Sultanu'l Azam" in the margin and also the words al
muwayyidi hatdvyidid Malik ar Ralman in the margin without mentioning his parentage. The mint name
1s 'Hazrat Firuzabad', and indicates that the sultan was residing there. That is 1t was struck from the
capital. So. its date 1s very important. The earliest of this type starts from 795 Tlus date could be decisive
factor for the chronology of Azam Shah. It may help us to fix the date of the death of Sikandar Shah.
Unfortunately no clearly dated comn earlier to 794 1s found"”. Though IMC. II, gave the date of such coins

as 793" and the supplement to the IMC also recorded such dates but did not give any illustrations'"".

" BMC. p. 24. both the coms dated 790AH.

" Coins and Choronology. p 78

" BMC. Coin no. 60 pl 1. clearly reveals the date
" IMC type B. com No 67
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Bhattasali rejected the date of IMC and Karim did not accept the report of the suppl. to IMC due to the
lack of illustrations of said coms of 793 Therefore at present state of our knowledge we may stick to, 791
as the last date for Sikandar and 794 for Azam's. though there 1s every possibility of extension of one year
for both 1¢ 791AH mayv extend upto 792 and 794 may advanced to 793 Thomas mentioned Sikandar's
coin dated 792" and we have comns of Azam dated 793 in suppl. IMC, 11 If these two dates are correct
(due to the non avalability of the photographs we are not in a position to fix the chronoloty with
certainty) then the war between father and son may be fixed n 792 and from 793 Azam assumed power in
Firuzabad The reverse of Type B4 is similar to the reverse legend of Sikander's Types B6. B8, omutting
the first portion of Yminu Khalifar Alldh. Type B4 ranges from 794 to 799AH and have been struck also
from the mint 'Arash Satgaon but date not readable. Type BS is same as Type B4 but with an alteration in
the obverse margin with af muwyvad ba tayyidil Malik al Mannan omitting 'As Sultanul Azam al Malik
ar Rahman' Al Malik ar Rahman. and al Malik al Mannan both the legends have the same meaning and
there in a shight change in the obverse design. The obverse legend has his father's name after A'zam Shah
in the third line there is (Ibn Sikandar) and fourth line is (Shah). The reverse design and legend are same
as Type BS. but Type BS coins are only from Satgaon with a later dates 812 and 813, One of this type
shows a new munt name Sikandarbad dated 813, the coin is in the collection of BNM (Ace No. 70.993),

not been noticed 1n any catalogue or sources

Type B The legends and designs are as same as Type B4 but only with the addition of 'lbn Sikandar
Shah ibn llvas Shah as Sultan' after the third line revealing the complete gencology of the famuly. For the
first time the names of the father and grandfather are used in comns. The obverse margins are also same
though type B6 obverse contams the legend m six hines. One of the coms of this type described m IMCL 11,

No. 73 dated 793 but Bhattasali on re-exammning the coin rejected the date in favour of dated 800 plus'

Type BT 1s almost the same as Type B6. The only difference is in the obverse margin, which is similar to
the marginal legend of Type BS. only omitting the word al Malik, and replacing al Manndn with ar
Rahman. The obverse desizn 1s in a quadniobe but the reverse design is a square and the mint s Hadrat
Firuzabad dated 812, The date 1s given in numerals which have been wrongly read in IMC, 11 the obverse
margin has not been mentioned in IMC, but is visible in the illustration. Karnim also noticed it i his

Corpus' "

Types BS. BY and BI0. The obverse legends are shghtly different i line arrangement and design. The

reverse legends arc also same as B7's. B8 has an addition of Yaminu Khalifar Alldh at the beginning and

" Suppl. IMC. pp. 49 - 50, coin nos. 80 - §1

"> Edward Thomas. Initial Coinage of Bengal. introduced by the Muhammadans on their conquest of the Country.
AHG600 1o 800 (AD 1203 - 1397). (henceforth ICB. 1). Hertford: Stephen Austin, 1866, pp. 71 - 72 no. 26.

"'* Coins and Choronology . p

Corpus. p.5Y. Type. B

(RE )
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Khullida Khilafatuhu. In Type BY the beginning 1s ‘al Imam Yaminu'l Khilafat., In B 10 only one coin
mentioned in IMC, 1l the reverse legend is not decipherable. But Type B 8 and BY are more important
because they denote the state as 'Khilafat' and claim of ‘al Imam’ which indicates that like s father A'zam
Shah also brought constitutional change from mulk to Khilafat. The ruler 1s the Khalifa as indicated by
‘Al-Imam’. though he. hike hus father called himself "Yaminu'l Khulafat ¢ right hand of the Khilafat or
Khalifar Allah He did not use the word Khalifa for himself but has contented with ‘Al-Imam’ an
equivalent for 'Khalifah® It indicates that for the need of the hour he claimed himself as Khalifa and his
kingdom 1s a Khilafat but at the sametime could not throw away the veneration for the Khilafat. It may be
mentioned here that he did not show his allegiance 1o any particular existing Khalifah but to the Khalifat
Allah 1. the Institution of Khilafat established by the prophet. The reverse design of Type B8 is a new
design introduced by A'zam Shah- an octagonal star. Type B 10 obverse shows the culmination of the
obverse legends of various types of Azam Shah. In the absence of dated coins of various types it is not
possible to ascertam the date when A'zam Shah proclaimed the Khalifa as well as the Khilafat. A'zam
Shah’s fractional coins are rare and only three are known and published in SCA. No half tanka has been
found. Because of a one- cighth tanka, it 1s reasonable to assume that lus half tanka denomiation was also

In use

On the basis of the above discussion we may fix the starting date of A'zam Shah's independent rule from
794 upto 813 with certamnty. Though some coins are being read with the date 793 but there is every
possibility of that being 796 So we shall have to wait for a clearly dated coms of 792 and 793 of either
Sikandar Shah or A'zam shah to settle the controversy. At present we may fix his duration of reign as an

independent Sultan sixteen vears and lns rebellious period may be counted from the year 788 upto 792.

Azam Shah issued coms from the mints used by his father Sitkandar except the mints of 'Arsah Kamru and
Shar-1-Naw. A new nunt named Sikandarabad ' was introduced by A'zam Shah in commemoration of his
father. The location of the place 1s not known, as the coins dated 813 are also struck from Firuzabad the
mint Sikandarabad may be (comn date also 813) in the suburb of the capital Firuzabad or it could be the

new city' Shahr--naw of father and grand father's time renamed after Sikandar by Azam Shah
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4. Sifuddin Hamzah 813 - 815/1410 - 1412

On the death of the third Sultan of the llyas Shahi dynasty Ghiyasuddin A'zam Shah his son and successor
Saifuddin Hamza ascended the throne and assumed the title of Sultan-us Salatin'® Hamzah's coins show
that he was sworn i 813AH""" Mohar Ali quoting the contemporary Arab historians including Al-Fasi.
categorically tells us that, A'zam Shah died m $14/1411-12 and not in 813, as has hitherto been supposed
on the basis of lus com dates'"”. On the other hand Abdul Karim mentioned. in the Corpus. that coins of
Hamjah dated 815 and 814 AH have been found from the munts of Firuzabad, Mu'azzamabad and
Satgaon'” Shamsuddin Ahmad has given Hamza Shah two years, on the evidence of coins, 1411-
12CEie. 813 and 814AH"" Let us first look into the coins of Hamzah Shah Only his silver coins have
been discovered and are of tola weight standerd. Though he ruled for a short period but two types of
denominational coins have been found. Total seven types of comns may be acertained on the basis of

Hamzah Shah's coin legends. Five types in full tanka and two types of denominational tankas.

Type Bl Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the name of the Sultan simply with his name Satf w'd dunya wa'd din and Kunyah as

abu’l myahiel. then the alam Hamzah Shah, and the parentage line up to llvas Shah ending with Sultan.

The reverse bears the formula nagirn amir o'F mcCminin ‘helper of the amirul mu'minin' i.¢. Khalifa and
ghaus 1l Iskim wal musliming’ succour of Islam and Mushms'khulhida mulkahu. may his kingdom be
perpatuated. The margimal legend is durtha hazas sikkane fi Hadrat Firizihad sanah salaya ‘ashara wa
samanu miyah. this com was struck from Hadrat Firuzabad in the year 813 Karim gave only one date §14

for s 'A' type coms from the munt Firuzabad, but we have a photograph which bears the date of
S13AH"™"

Tvpe B2 Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the same legend as type Bl but only upto his father's name, i.¢. Saif ud dunya wad din
abi] myahid Hamzah Shath as Sultan, the legend inscribed in a square and four segmental margins bear al
muwyvad ba ta 'ty id ar Rahman, ¢ 'strenghthened by the support of the Merciful'. The reverse is the

same as Type B1's reverse. mint Firuzabad This type struck from Satgaon also. dated 813"

YETAL vol. 111 p.265; Rivaz p 109

"UHB.ILp 119

"UHMB. 1A pp. 144 - 146, al Fasi was a teacher of the Madrasal built by the donation of A'zam Shah in Makkah,
Arabic text footnote 2. p. 144

Tiw Corpus‘ p H“9

""" A B. M. Samsuddin Ahmed, unpublished thesis, p. 122

" Photograph provided by Dr 1 S Devell.

! Corpus. type B. p 67
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Type B3 Silver Tanka
The obverse bears the legend i a plam arca al muwyyad ba téayidir Rahman Saif ud dunya wa'd din abic'l
muyahid Hamzah Shah vhn d7zam Shah as Sultan . s legend 1s to some extent the same as the legendof

type B2 1 we begin from the marginal legend of Type B2

The reverse bears n a cirele nasir w'l wxldm wa'l musiimin yaminu amir il mu'minin. 'Helper of Islam and
the Mushms. night hand of the leader of the believers' The munt name and date are inscribed in the

marginal legend around the cirele. which is illegible (Cat. no. 180).

Type B4 Silver Tanka

The obverse bears in a plan arca al Iméam al a'zam al bazil Saif u'd dunya wa'd din abit'l mujdhid Hamzah

Shihthe great Imam (leader). the generous Sultan. sword of the world and the rehgion. father of the
warnor Hamzah Shah as Sultan Shamsuddin Ahmad placed this com as 'F' tvpe in the Suppl. 1o IMC. 11
and gave the reading differentlhy The com was illustrated. Kanm just followed this reading But duc to

the blur both scholars musread 11, and should be corrected.

The reverse bears also in a plain surface yaminu khalifar Allah nasien amiri'l pe” minin Sultan uy Salann
iskandar us sani khullida khilafathe'Right hand (i.¢. helper) of the vicegerent of Allah, helper of amiru’l
mu'nunin, Sultan of the Sultans, second Alxander, may his Khilafat be perpetuated The reading of the

reverse legend sekanedarns sani has been misread by both scholars (Cat no. 181)

Type B3 Silver Tanka
The obverse is inscribed in a plain area. The Arabic legend i six lines is Saif w'd dunya wa'd din al
mujahid 1 sabilt'y Rahman khalifand! ‘ahad wa'z zaman Hamzah Shah as Sulran, "sword of the world and

the rehgion the warrior i the path of the Mereiful Khalifa of the time and age Hamzah Shah the Sultan

The reverse legend 1s i a hexagonal arca yaminul khildfat nagiru amivi’ | mu'minin Sultin us Salétin
iskinder wx sani klndlide khilafatahu, ‘night hand of the khilafat helper of the leader of the believers Sultan
of the Sultans sccond alexander may his kingdom be parpetuated’ 1e. the reverse legend s the same as the
reverse of Type B4 Thiee segments of the margin are illegible, but the other three are clear and contain
the mint name and date Mua'zzama — had sanah’ 813 1ethe con was struck in Mua'zzamabad i
815AH"" (Cat no_ 182)

" Ibid. p. 66. Suppl IMC. 11 p. 54, Coin no. 115.pl 111
" Mohd Rezaul Kiarim, "Rare Coins of Beanbazar Hoard and Choronology of Sultans of Bengal" in Svihet: History
and Heritage. Sharifuddin Aluned (edited). Dhaka: Bangladesh ihas Samitt, 1999, p 677 This is a new type and
new dated coin published for the first ime
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T'yvpe B6: Silver Half Tanka
The obverse bears the legend, Saif ud dunyd wald din abi'l mujahid Hamzah Shah as Sultan ic. only the
Sultan's name without lus parentage. The reverse bears the legend nasirw amir 11 mu’minin. no mint or

date on the margin. The weight of the con is 512 gram (Cat no. 183).

['vpe B7_Silver one-cighth Tanka
The obverse bears the legend only i two lines, Hamzah Shah The reverse contains the legend m three

lines. as Sulidin thi A'zcom Shath, no munt or date on the margimn. Both the sides are plamn

Denomimational coms of the Sultani period as a whole extremly rare Probably these two are the only

known fractional coms of Hamzah Shah'™* (Cat, no184)

As regards the use of legend n the coms of Saifuddin Type BI shows simply the name of the Sultan and
his parentage as imtbated by Sikandar and followed by Glayasuddin a’zam and his son Saifuddin.In some
coms the father’'s name was used only, in some others upto the name of the great grand father 1.¢ llyvas
Shah_ In the absence of any record this facilitates the gencologyof the family. The reverse shows the usual
formula naytru amiri’! mu'minin. ghausu'l islim wal muslimin which became a tradition for coins of the

llvass Shaht rulers except Hvas Shah the dates are 813 and 814, struck from Firuzabad mint

Type B2 and B3 bear before the name of the Sultan the words "one strengthened by the support of the
Meraiful'. This as already used in his father's and grand father's cons, Sikandar used ‘al wasig' instead of
‘al muayvvid' and i these two types the gencology was only upto the father's name, most probably it was

due to the shortage of space

The reverse legend of type B2 is the same as Type Bl's but type B3's reverse has a new legend in which
the Sultan proclamed himself ‘helper of Islam and Mushms' and ‘night hand (help) of the leader of the
believers' This formula 'nasiru’l Islam wa'l Muslimin' was introduced by Hamzah's father A'zam Shah'™
and was followwed by the former Type B2 has been found from Firuzabad munt and Satgaon munt but type

B1's mint 1s illeible

Type B4 and BS are verv important in respect of the legend. in Type B4's obverse Hamzah proclaimed
himself as ‘al Imam al A'zam''greatest leader’ and @/ hazi! "the mumficent’ a new term used in his cons
In type B3's obverse he proclaimed like his grand father af mujihid fi sabil ar Rahmdn and also
proclaimed himself as Khalifa, khalifaun'l ‘ahd wa'z zaman.'Khalifa of the time and age' Already we

noticed that all Hvas Shaln rulers except llyas Shah proclaimed themselves as Khahfa. Sikandar used both

“USCA. p. 50, coin no. 78S, 786
FUIMC 1L p 143
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the term ‘al Imam and Khahta'. A'zam's coin with al Imam has not vet been found but 1t 1s evident that it
will come out one day . Because Hamzah with a short rule used both the utles af Imam al A'zam and
Khaltfatu'l ‘ahd wa'= zaman on the other hand Stkandar only used ‘as Sultan u'l A'zam wal Khalfat u'l
Mu'azzam’. 1¢ ‘greatest Sultan and great Khahfa' but Hamzah bad the greater ttle 'Khalifa of the age and

nme' and also ‘al Imam', the great leader.

The reverse of both types B4 and BS bear almost the same legend--he was not only ‘night hand of the
Khilafat or helper of Anmuru’l Mu'mimim " but he was 'Sultan of the Sultans * and also sccond alexander' and
in the end of the legend a wish 1s recorded that 'his Khilafat (not mulk) may be perpetuated’ So these two
types are important. Type B4 having no margin or date but BS has a new date for Hamzah 1 ¢ 815 AH and
the mint 1s Mu'azzamabad. Type B3 s a new type for Hamzah and indicates Hamzah's position. We are
told that the nobles gave the utle "Sultan us Salaun” to Hamazah Therefore. lis com tvpe B4 and B3
reveals that he was Khalifa of the time and age. Sccond Alexander and also Sultan of the Sultans. all these

indicates that before s murder by his slave in 8135 he managed to consolidate his power and prestige

All this mformation from the coms supports the praise of Hamzah made in Tawarnkh-i-Finshta and
Tabaqat-i-Akbari ™" Though some historians probably mistakenly ascribed his credentials to his father'’
At least his coms speak well of lim. His munts show that he retained all the termitories that he inherited
from lis father As a successor of great rulers like llyas, Sikandar and A'zam Shah. Hamzah inherited a
firmly estabhshed machinery of Sultanat His father A'’zam Shah send lots of money for the chantable
deeds in the holy cites. Makkah and Madima and made himself internationally known As successor of s
father Hamzah might have had s qualities. which has been mentioned by the historians He could have
flounished but the machmation of Ganesh and untimely murder by lus slave stopped everything. It may be
assumed that s father and forefathers carned name and fame and left a firmly established sultanat, As an
mertia that has been continued during his short rule because it 1s reasonable to believe that only Sultan
Ghivasuddin A'zam was dead but whole admmistrative machinany of the Sultanat was left intact to be

mherited by Hamzah

Hamzah Shal's coms arc struck from the three munts. Firuzabad (with al Firuzabad, or Hadrat Firuzabad),
Satgaon (with 'Arsah) and Mu'azzamabad (with Iqlim). as has been mentioned carlier. The date of the
coms of Hamzah are 813, 814d.and 813 AH. Al Fasi's report that Ghivasuddin died in 814 and presence of
the Hamzah's coms of 813 c¢reate a problem for the time of death of A'zam and succession of
Hamzah Most probably al Fasi 1s correct in lus narration because he was the teacher of the Madrasah

estabhished and run by the endowment of A'zam Shah. And the com date of Hamzah. 813 1s cristval clear

" Quoted i HB. 11" he was o king. brave. patient and kind Beacause of s intelligence and practical expenience.
his officers conducted the admimmistration very carefuly. The neoughbenng Rajahs obesed him and pad their tributes
regularly'. p. 115
“UHBL L p. 116
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therefore, 1t may be assumed that Ghiyvasuddin A'zam for some reason (health or other) retired from the
activity of the Sultanat m $13. crown prince Hamzah took over the charge of the Sultanat and began to
admimster us roval duties ncluding stricking of the coms n lus own name from 813 But Ghivasuddn
was alive then and he probably died i 814AH as reported by al Fasi This proposition 1s also supported
by the coms of Hamzah dated ¥13AH of Firuzabad and Satgaon munts There 1s no scope for assuming
any revolt on the part of Hamzah Otherwise it could not be possible for Hamzah to strike comns

simultemtously from the capital Firuzabad and Satgaon mints and probably also from Mu'azzamabad
Riyaz, on the reference of the Pandua manuseript. alloted for Hamzah 3 years | month 35 days'™

If we count 813 (including) it could hardly be 2 and half years. There 1s a chronological problem with
Hamzah and Bavzid Bayaid's smgle coin mentioned i Suppl. IMC, 11, is dated 814AH" there is no mint
name on the com. Hamzah 1ssued coins beaning the date 815AH from Mu'azzamabad Therefore. the
plausible solution of this problem s very difficult no doubt We have no cluc to solve it There 1s not a
smgle direet or indiredt contemporany source at our disposal to understand the situation or actual
happening. From these two coins we may conjecture that while Hamzah issued comns from Mu'azzamabad
i 815AH he was residing there. and Bayzid in Firuzabad with the help of Raja Ganesh struck coms from
814 probably at the end of the yvear But soon Bayzid assumed power by killing Hamzah Another
controverey has been rused by Mohar Al Quoting al Sakhawi. who mentioned that by removing or
killing Hamzah Shah. Raja Ganesh assumed power but * Shihabuddin a mamluk (slave) of Hamzah led a
revolt agamst Kans and for a time succeeded in confining hum and eclipsing lus authority™™ On the
contrary most of the modern histonans including Ibn Hajar. Buchanon and Finshta hold that Shihabuddin

T =] 1)
ruled Bengal as a puppet m the hands of Ganesh'

Four rulers of the lvas Shale dynasty from llvas Shah to Hamzah Shah ruled in Bengal succeeding cach
from lus father except Hvas Shah Their chronology 15 as bellow  Iyas Shah 744 - 758, Sikandar Shah 758
= T90("). A'zam Shah 795(7) - 813 Hamzah Shah 813 - 813

* Rayaz. p. 112, according to Rivaz he ruled for ten years and according 10 a second report three years one month
five days,

"’ Suppl. IMC. 11 p. 58. coin no. 131

YYHMB. 1A, p 147 also footnote 1.

"M Reffered 1n Swltan: dmol. p. 211. also in Dusho Bachhar, Mukhapadhyay rejected the report of Al Sakhawi as a
mistake, p 94
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Bayazid Shahi 814 -817/1411 - 1414

1. Shihabuddin Bayazid Shah 814-817/1411 - 1414

After the death of the last llvas Shali ruler Sarfuddin Hamzah Shah one of his slaves Shihabuddin
Bayazid assumed power According to Ibn Hajar, by defeating and killing Saifuddin, Shihab usurped the
throne'~ and proclaimed himself as “Sultan” Buchanon'" gave the identity of Shihabuddin as slave of
Sarfuddin, which 1s also supported by a sccondary report of the Riyaz'™ The principal report of the Riyaz
mforms that after the death of Saifuddin luis son Shamsuddin ascended the throne. "Am 1 Akbari.
Tabagat-i-Akbari ™. Tarikh 1 Finshata also hold this view'™ According to Blochmann. Shihab ud dn was a
puppet monarch set up by Ganesh Bhattasali's view 1s likewise™ We know that coins bearing the name
of Shihabuddin Bavazid arc found dated 814 to 817AH'" Therefore. it indicates that Shihabuddin a slave
of Smfuddm. succeeded the latter either by killhing him or was a puppet king put on the throne after the
assassmation of Saifuddin According to Buchanon he ruled for three vears Rivaz gave him 3 years 4

Ix
months and 6 davs'

Bavazid's coms are found only i silver. They are of tola weight standard and found in full tanka and half

tanka denominations only - They are of six types according to their legends

Tvpe Bl Silver Tanka

The obverse bears in five lines the Arabic legend af mu ‘wavvid bha tayyd  ar Rahman Shihabh  wd dunya
wa'd din  ahii | muzaffar Bayvazid ~ Shih as Sultan, ‘one who was strengthened by the help of the

Merciful. bright star of the religion and world, father of victory Bayazid Shah the Sultan'

The reverse bears the legend m a cirele in four lines i the centre, néisirn amirt’l mu'minin ghawyu't Isicgm

wa 'l mustimin  khallada mulkah. ' Helper of Anirul mu minin, defender of Islam and Musalmans, may
his kingdom be perpetuated”. and the marginal legend is duriba haghis sikkatu fi Hadrat Firiizabad sanah
khams wa 'u.\-}n-u wer samdme mivah, “this coin was struck. in Hadrat Firuzabad m the year eight hundred

fifteen e 8ISAH(Cat no 183)

" Quoted in HMB. Vol 1A p

""" Quoted in Dusho Bachhar p. 93,

" Riyaz p 112

" Sultam Amol. p 211, Islami Culture, 1958, p. 201,
" Riyaz .p 112.f 1 Coins and Chronology,pp Y8-99
" Sultanmi Amol.p 248

" Rivaz, p. 112,
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Type Bla Silver Tanka
There 15 a com m the BNM. legends are the same as Type B but with different design and margin: The
reverse design 1s ' square wathin circle * and the top segment bears Sha'ban! the Month name, but

without munt name and dated 817 (Cat no 186)

Type B2: Silver Tanka

The obverse legend is the same as Type Bl but in six lines and i a multifoil. The reverse legend 1s also
the same but onutting Abulltder mudknhu and with a different design-mn an verted scallop of cight arcs
within circle. The margmal legend also differs, within the eight curves (1) Ahie Bakr (2) duriba (3) 'Umar

(4) Firiiza (3) "Uyman (6) abad sanah (TYAl (8) 816 1.¢.the date

Tvpe B3 Silver Tanka

The obverse bears i a hexagon the legend in four hnes i Arabic. The margin outside the hexagon
startung from top right margm contamns the legend av Sultdn 'l a'zam. al muwayvid ba tdavwidi’l Malikir

Rahman and mside the hexagon Shihab wld dunya wa 'd din abi'l muzafjar Bayazid Shih as Sultan

The reverse bears in the centre 1n a circle the same legend as the reverse of Type B1 but omitting khullida

mulkwhu. Margmal legend outside the cirele bears the date and mint driba hegehi . sanah 816

Tvpe B4: Silver Tanka

The obverse m a mulutoll bears the name of the Sultan i four lines Shvhah wd dunva wa'd din abi’l

muzaffar Bavazid Shivh ay Sultan. The reverse legend 1s in an inverted scallop of eight arcs within a circle
The text as as Type B3 ve ndsirn amir’l mu'moun. ghawsu'l Ixlam wa'l mustimin: In the margin 1¢
cach curve the mnt name and date with the names of the four Khahfas placed alternately. same as Type

B2's reverse. The date s 817AH

Tvpe B3 Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the same legend as Type Bl an five hines but the word arrangements are shightly
different and the design i multiforl, in some cases i plam area. The Reverse bears the usual nasiru
amirt | muminin. ghausul Islam wa'l Muslimin, but with an addition of Khu/lidat Khilafatuh 1 ¢. may his

Khilafat be perpetuated  On the margin outside the circle duriba - Firiizabad sanah khamsa ‘ashara wa

saba’ mivah ¢ 813

Type B6_Silver half Tanka

The obverse m a plam arca has the legend i four lines the name of the Sultan without any regnal utle

same as Type B
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The reverse bears n a circle the legend i three bnes nd@siru amir - al mu'minin - khullda mulkuhu, 1 e
“Helper of the commander of the fathful. may his kingdom be perpetuated ™ There 1s no muint name. date.
or margin on the coms The weight 1s 4 94 grams and diameter 26 mm. Probably this is the only known

and published denommational com of Bayazid Shah. recently came to light in a coin auction catalogue' ™.

Shihabuddin’s coms are the copy of Ghivasuddin A'zam Shah’s coin types He has only two legends, once
with “al mu wayyid ba ta'vidir Rahman.” either starts from the margmn or centre and the other “Shihab ud
dunya wa'd din” which 15 always mseribed i the centre. They are copies of the coins of A'zam Shah
except the hexagonal design i the com Type B3 This may be traced to the comn design of Sikandar Shah.
Shihabuddin used “Abul Muzaffar™ (Father of victory), as his 'Kunyah® for his one tanka coins and “Abul

Mujahid 1 ¢ Father of warnior for his denominational coin,

In reality Shihabuddin took over power at such a time that Bengal politics was turning to a stern shape.
Either he was a puppet in the hands of Ganesh™ or he was struggling to survive competing with
Ganesh'™'. In @ither casc he had no time to orgamize mints during his short rule of three vears, his prime

objective being to consolidate his power and position,

Coins of Shihabuddin have been found dated 815 o 817AH and from the munts of Firuzabad (with al-
Balad or Hadrat). ‘Arshah Satgaon and Muazzamabad. Probably his rule began at the end of 814AH. So.

hig 3 year rule. as told by the lustorans. 1s some what correct but Riyaz’'s 3 years 4 month 6 days 1s very
difficult to fulfil

Mention may be made to is comTyvpe B3 (Cat.no 190). which bears on the reverse khullidat khilaftuhu
some coins. Khullicko khilafathu portion of the legend 1s very significant as it claims the status of Khilafat
for the Sultanat and good wishes for it “may his Khilafat be perpetuated™. 1t s to be noted here that all the
Sultans except Hyvas Shah of the previous dynasty claimed themselves as “al Imam’, a term equivalent to
Khalifa, mscribed this “dua’ in their coms. just succeeding the existed Khilafat Bayazid also inscribed

his coins the sad formula as a routine activity

Two of Bayazid's coins mayv be mentioned for their importance. One of dated 814AH in Suppl. IMC, 1'%,
in the contest of extension of Hamzah's rule upto 815AH. It simply creates a contention that both Hamzah
and Bayazid were alne i 814AH. Another comn. having the date with the month “Sha'ban” 817AH
(Cat.no. I86).

"YSCA. pl 47. coin no 790

" Dusho Bachhar p 94

"I HMB 1A pp 146-147

" Suppl. IMC. 11, p.58. comn no 131
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It we rely on Shamsuddim Ahmed’s reading of the comn dated 8 14AH of IMC which indicates that while
Bayazid ascended the throne in Firuzabad, Hamzah was not only alive but issued coin from Muazzamabad
in 815, then the view of that Bayazid ascended the throne by killing Hamzah must be abandoned. There 1s
no possibihty of posthumous coins of Hamzah because after the killing of Hamzah who would strike comns
in Hamzah's name The fact demands carcful judgment of the situation. Quoting Al-Sakhawi’s a/-Daw al-
Lami” Mohar Ali  on the subject informs us that 'Raja Ganesh succeeded by killing or removing Hamazah
Shah. But Shihabuddin. a mamluk (slave) of Hamzah Shah led a revolt against Kans and for a time
succeeded n confinng lhim. - Shibab then assumed the title of Sultan and issued coins in his name'"
Kanm and Mukhapadhyvay took the struggle between Bavazid and Ganesh as to ward off the puppethood
on the part of Bayazid as both the histonans assumed, “probably Bayazid was killed and Ganesh placed on
the throne another puppet Bayazid's son, Firuz'®. In presence of the coins of Bayazid, and Hamazh dated
814 and 815 respectively could it be possible that Hamzah was not killed but removed. or due to place
intnigue took refuse in Sonargaon and from there he issued coins dated 815AH 1n his own name. By this
time. f the contemporary: Arab historians are to be relied upon, Byazid succeeded in s struggle with
Ganesh’s machmation and assumed power. The dates of Bayazid's coins from Mu'azzamabad mint are not

readable'®". We have no informations for that how long in 815AH Hamzah survived in the eastern part of

Bengal

The use of the month “Sha'ban” in the com of Bayazid 15 very significant (Cat. no. [86). But we have no
idea what was the occasion to inscnibe the month. If we assume and accept this “Sha'ban” as the month of
coronation of Bavazid which has been celebrated i 817AH then obviously 1t 1s evadent that after
Bayazid's assumption of power Hamzah was alive at least for 5 months (allowing onc month of 815AH to
strike coins in 815AH) The coronation of Bavazid in the month of Sha'ban corroborates with his three
years 4 month's rule as reported by Salim™™. Because there 1s a coin of Firuz bin Bayzid mentioning the
month Shawwal, 1f we take that also as the coronation month of Firuz then the total reign of Bayazid
stands - 5 months of 814, and 815 and 816 full tow years and up to Shawwal 817 - 10 months (including
Shawwal). then the total reign becomes 3 years 3 months. one month short of Riyaz's counting. Allowing
for this one month’s anomaly we may fix the accession of Bayazid in “Sha'ban” 814AH and his reign’s

end in Shawwal. ¥17AH in which his son and successor Firuz succeded him

As denommational comns of Sultam Bengal are rare probably this was the only denominational coin of

Bayazid ever published'"” and known

"UHMB. 1A, p 147, Ibn Hazar Al-Asqalani also told about the struggle between Ganesha and Shihabuddin, Ibid,
FN. 1

' Dusho Bachhar. p 95

""" Corpus gave two coins of Muazzamabad and one coin also in SCA, p.51 coin 10.788 but none of the dates
legible.

" Riyaz. p. 112

""SCA. Pl 4 no. 750
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2. 'Alauddin Firuz bin Bayazid Shah 817/1414

After the death of Bavazid Shah lis son Firuz ascended the throne of Lakhnauti in 817AH. No histon
books or chromicles ever mentioned s name. He became known for the first time i 1922 when five of
his coms were discovered m the Rupgan) hoard. The credit of this discovery of a new kg in Sultam

lustory goes to Dr Nauln Kanta Bhattasali'™

Firuz struck silver coms following his father Bayazid Shah, all of tola weight standard. No other metal or
denomination than one tanka has been discovered. He rutled for a very short peniod, therefore, his coins
are hnted and rare Only about a dozen of his coins have been published so far. May be a dozon of his

comns are preserved i vanous private collections

According to the legend 'Alauddin Firuz's comns are of a single type only. But according to the design

there will be lour tyvpes at least

Type BI. Silver Tanka

All the coms bear on the obverse the name of the Sultan simply with the regnal ttle 'Alau d dunya wa'd

din abit'l muzaffar Firiz Shath bin Bavazid Shah ay Sultan. His regnal title. 'Ala-ud-din and Kunyvah Abul
Muzaffar No added utle at the begimning like as Sultan al A'zam cte. has been used. The full legend goes
hke “Ala-ud-dunva wa'd din Abul Muzaffar Firuz Shah bin Bayvazid Shah as Sultan.” The reverse of all
the comn’s bear ncsten cmenr ! mu'minin. ghaus w'l-Islam wa | Muslmin®, and i the margan the name of the

mint and date

According to the design "Alauddin Firuz's coins may be classified into four varities.

Vr 1 The obyerse legend m a eircle and reverse in a square within a circle'”

Vr 2 The obverse legend in a raved circle and reverse within a multifoil of twelve concave foils'™
Type 3: Obverse i a plam area or i a circle, reverse also n a circle'”'.

Vr. 4 Obverse legend i a circle and reverse in a twelve concave foils'

¥ Coins and Chronology. pp 107-108

""Type 'A". Corpus. p.74

" Type 'B'. Corpus. p. 74

" Type 'C". Corpus p 74. Suppl. IMC, 11 p.38, coin no 133, PL 111
"2 SCA. plate no 47, com no 192, new type.
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Vanety | struck at Satgaon. Variety 2 and 4 in Firuzabad. and Vanety 3 from Muzzamabad This
identification of vaneties with mints are not conclusive. There are some coms where the mint has not been

deciphered duc to llegibility and shroff marks

Bavzid Shah's last dated com s of 817AH as 1s Firuz's. Therefore, Firuz must have ruled during 817AH.
although we do not have any ifnormation about the length of lis rule. There 1s a comn of Type Bl n the
collection of BNM. which bears on the top segment of the reverse a clear word Shawwal. which s the
name of a month mstcad of munt name. I we accept this reading as correct and consider it as his
coronation month then there were only two months left to complete the vear 817AH In 818AH the reign
of Julalud-din Muhammad Shah began and no comm of Firuz beyond 817AH has been discovered
Therefore. Firuz may have regned hardhy for two months. Because between Firuz and jalaluddin there

was also Gancsh. tather of Jalaluddin.

In the recent past Firuz s coins from Firuzabd munt have been discovered Based on lus carly mints
Satgaon and Mu'azzamabad. Bhattasali and Abdul Karim held that after the death of Bavazid Shah
Mulsims under the lcadership of Firuz tried to make a stand m south and East Bengal'"' But the
discrovery of Firuzabad coms belies that proposition and supports the assumption of Mukhapadhyay'™.
He (Mukhapadhyay) holds that Firuz was a pupet Sultan in the hands of Raja Ganesha. So long as the
latter felt the nacessity of keeping Firuz on the throne. Firuz continued as Sultan and probably by killing
Firuz Ganesh ascended the throne’ Thus with the end of 'Alauddin Firuz the rule of Bavazid's family
ended. Both fahter and son were probably puppets m the hands of Raja Ganesha and their reign lasted for

three vears only. from the end of the year 8 14AH to 8 17AH

158

Coins and Chronology. p. 109; Sultani Amol, p. 212,
"*! Dusho Bachhar. pp 95--96
" Ibid. p. 95
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House of Raja Ganesh 818 - 837/1415 - 1433

The end of the first ves Shahr rule was not a happy event. The last Sultan Hamzah Shah was killed by s
slave Shihabuddin and the latter was succeeded by his son Firuz. Bayazid and Firuz were puppets in the
hands of an influcntial anir. Ganesh as has been reported in history' The Rivaz depicted him as very
powerful noble and 'by the strategem of Raja Kans', the Rivaz continues, 'he (Shihabuddin) died. The true
account 1s. the Rajah Kans who was zamindar of Bhaturiah attacking him (Shihabuddin). slew him, and
usurped the throne Raga Ganesh (Kans of the Muslim historians) became successful in establishing his
own rule m Bengal. most remarkable event i the history of “Sultam Bengal'. During the rule of the
Muslim Sultans beng a Hindu Zamindar how he became Rajah 1s very interesting. No contemporary
history 1s avanlable bearng the name of Ganesh. Some sources like Ain-i-Akban. Tabgat-i-Akaban,
Masir-1-Ralumi. Tank-i-Finshta, Rivaz us Saltain and accouts of Buchanan mention the history of Ganesh
and his famuly© He s credited not only for establishing his own rule but his successors, i all four rulers
ruled Bengal for nearly two decades. though last two rulers of the family, Ganesh's son and grand son

were Mushims His son Jadu became Mushm by conversion and was loyal to Islam till his death

Four rulers of the family of Ganesh were 1) Ganesh: alias Danuymardana Dev, 2) Mahendra Dev, 3) Jadu
alias Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah and 4) Shamsuddin Ahmad Shah. As an influential noble Genesh's
influence can b traced from Ghivasuddin Azam's time but in practice he exercised power from the reign
of Bavazid Shah Ganesh assumed the throne at the end of 817/1415 and the rule of his family continued
ull 837/1433-34 All four rulers of the family are known through their coins. Ganesh and his sucecsor
Mahendra 1ssued only sihver coms and the other two Sultans both struck gold and silver coms in their own

Names.

1. Raja Ganesh alias Danujmardan Dev 819 - 820/1416 - 1417 (1339 - 40 Saka)

There 1s doubt that the name of the Raja 1s Ganesh, Mushm histonans call him 'Kams', "Kans' Kansi and
‘Kans Rar” Only o a report Buchanan mentioned him. on the basis of an Old Persian manuscript, as
‘Ganesh® However, the Rivaz mentioned him as a zamindar of Bhaturia', comprising the present district of
Rajshahi According to Buchanan. "Ganes. a Hindu, and Hakim of Dynway (perhaps a petty Hindu chief
of Dmajpur). scized the government”. But Buchanan himsclf was i doubt about the explanation of

Dinwaj® However, after removing Alauddin Firuz, the son and successor of Bayazid. Ganesh ascended

' Sultani Amol. p. 210-211- Dusho Bachhar. pp 93-95

“Riyaz. p. 112

' Dusho Bachhar. pp 101104

' Dusho Bachihar. p 99 Sultam Amol. pp 222 - 223

‘Rivaz. p 112

"M Martin. Eastern India. vol 11 p. 624, Dusho Bachhor. p 103, Mukhapadhyay claborately discussed the matter
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the throne i 817/1414, for the first ume for a short period. But duc to the opposition of the saints
(darvishes) hke Nur Qutbul Alam he was compelled to abdicate mfavour of his son Jitmal alias Jadu. who
was converted to Islam and proclaimed the Muslim name Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah’ The latter 1ssued
coms m BISAH But no coms of Ganesh have been found prior to that date. It may be assumed that
Ganesh did not 1ssuc coms during s first assumption of power. Some silver coms beanng the name of
Danwmardan Doy have been found dated 1339 Saka corresponding to S1YAH/I417CE. This
Danuymardan Dev has been identified with Rajah Ganesh. The coins are of one tanka denomination

followmng the tola-weight standard having the legend in proto Bangla scnipt
Silver Tanka

All the coms of Danujamardan Dev are of single type according to their legends, Karim hsted about
twenty-three coms of Danwjamardan Dev. These coin's designs are varied and on this basis Karim devided
them into six types in the Corpus’. Ketun (Rupganj) hoard contains only three of his coins. Besides
describing those three Bhattasali enumarated seven more coins of Danujamardan Dev’. He also informed
that Stapleton possesed about 15 coins of Danujamardan and Mahendra". But in Numismatic Suppliment

(1930) vol. XLHI Stapleton only published five coins of Danujamardan and four coins of Mahendra''

A hoard of coms. about four hundred, containing the coms of carly lvas Shahi Sultans and the family of
Rayja Ganesh was disconered from Tangail distnict in 1990 In this hoard maximum coins were of
Jalaluddin. There only seven coms of Danujamardan but most of their dates and munt names are illegible,
and none of them show any new type or design, In another hoard i Bargerhat about 360 Sultani cons
were found. Only two coms were of Dnugamardan. Besides these nine cons a few others are also known
but their find place 15 not recorded The Chittagong University museum cabinet posses one coin of

Dnujamardan dated 1339 Saka struck from Chatigram nagarat"”

Type B1_ Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the name of the king i proto Bangla seript in three lines (Sni Sri Da/ niija mardda/na

De va) “Srt S Damyamardan Dev. The reverse bears the legend in proto Bangla i three lines (Sn
Chand/ Charana Pa/ravana) “on the feet of the goddess Chandi® A few coms have on their obverse

‘Devasva’ in place of Deva in the third line

"Riyaz. pp. 113 - 116
" Corpus, p. 191
“ Coins and Choronology. pp. 118 - 121.
" Ibid, p. 121. Fn.
"'NS. XLIIL (JP.AS.B.. XXIVL 1930), PI. 1.2,
" CUMC. p 30, coin no. 108: 1t may be noted that in the Corpus no new coin of Danuzmardan and Mahendra after
1930's five comns ol Stapleton in NS XLII has been included.
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Three mints viz 'Pandi Nagara™, “Suvamna grim' and “Chatigram” have been identified from the available
coms of Danujamardan and two dates 1339 and 1340 Saka Era have been acertamed from lus coins
corresponding to 819 and 820 AH/1416-17 and 1417 ~18CE The weight of the coms varied between
1030 to 10.70 grams It has already been mentioned carher that no com was issued durning Ganesh's first
assumption of power. at the end of the vear 817/1415. But we have the carliest comns of Jalaluddin
Muhammad dated 818/1416. As there 1s no coin of Ganesh prior to 818AH and the coms of Bayazid and
Firuz arc dated 817AH some scholars question whether Ganesh ascended the throne or only assumed
power before 8ISAHT But both Abdul Karim and Mukhapadhaya discussed the matter very clearly in

therr books

If Raja Ganesh was ruling in the name of Firuz, then there would not have been any nessecity to replace
the latter by Jadu Conversion of Jadu and his assumption of power by stricking coins in the year 818

mdicates that Ganesh ascended the throne for some time i between Firuz and Jadu - Jalaluddin™

However, Jalaluddi's coms of 8§18 are found m abundance but his coms dated 819 are very himited and
there 1s no Muslim com of 820AH. On the other hand cons of Danujamardan Dev dated 1339 and 1340
from Pandua to Chittagong are found These two Saka dates correspond to the vear 819 and 820AH. They
were struck from Pandunagara to Chatigram, from so vast a land Bhattasali who first concluded that
Danujamardan was identical with Raja Ganesh argued that a listorically unknown person or regional petty
king could not suddenly strike coins concurrently from such a vast area from Pandua to Chittagong'’ This
15 the accepted view of the scholars ull today Dam tnied to establish that Chandradivpa’s Danuy was
identical with Danujamardan of the com™ But Danujamardan king of Chandradivpa was only the king of
that arca and there 1s no testimony of his influence in the whole of Bengal'™ Therefore. the coins bearing
the name of Danujamardan are of Ganesh and they were struck during the tme of his second ascension to
the throne by removing lus converted son Jalaluddin. During this time the former tried to reconvert the
Jatter (son) to Hindwism. and arranged the shuddhi but that had no effect on Jalaluddin, so, he was

impnisioned by lis father. Danujamardan is the regnal title of Ganesh the father of Jadu

Danuymardana meaning subduer of Danujas, refers to a geographical arca ““conqueror of Danuja area”. as
has been revealed from the report of Buchanan- "Gones. a-Hindu, and Hakim of Dynwaj'™" 1.¢. Hakim of

Danuy. 1s a place as concieved by Buchanan But Bhattasali has taken 'Danuymardan” meaning “subduer of

" JASP. Vol. XVIIL 1952, p 149

" Sultani Amol. pp. 228 - 229: Dusho Bachhor. pp. 107 - 108

"* Coins and Choronology. p 114

" JASP. Vol. XVIIL 1952 pp. 149 - 158,

" Though Dani tried to wdentify Danujmardan with Danuja of Chandradvipa but the argument of Dani was not
convineing very correctly shown by Karim and Mukhapadhyay indeatail in their books, Sultani Amol. pp. 233 - 236
& Dusho Bachhor. pp 129 - 134

"™ M. Martin. Eastern India vol 11 p. 624
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Mushms™, as he explamms. “as he (Ganesha) rose to the throne after overpowering the Danujas a
designation which nught have been very meanmgly applied by the then Hindus to their Muhammadan
aggressors  Bhattasat s explanation of 'Danu)” meanmng 'Mushims' should be reexanmimed in the context
of the contemporary  poliical conditions. Raja Ganesh was a shrewd politician no doubt and his

assumption of power was not out of a mere conflict of Hindus and Muslims

Bhattasali admits that there were Mushms on the side of Ganesh too. Firishta reports that after the death
of Ganesh some Mushims were for burving the Raja according to Muslim custom™ He was compelled to
convert lis own son to Islam and by doing so he averted the battle with Ibrahim Shargi and was obliged to
surrender to Noor Qutb ul Alam. Therefore, a politician of his stature could not assume the regal title of
‘Danuymardan’ meaming subduer of the Mushims as Bhattasali proposes. It is also impossible to believe
that he had used the title n s coms at a time when there were many Muslim nobles with him. Otherwise
how was 1t posstble for lam to strike coms from Suvamagrama and Chatigrama within the very vear he
occupied the throne at Gauda There are examples of using “mardana” with place names i Sultani coins
like “Kamta Mardana’ i the coms of Muzaffar shah, Tirhut Mardana™ in the coms of Nusrat. Firuz and
Mahmud of the Husam family  So, 'Danu)’ may safely be taken as a place name, and the meaning of
Danuymardan as “conqueror of Danug arca” It may also be inferred that Raja Ganesha was popular prior
1o his ascention as congucror of Danuj area or subduer of Danujas. a tribe. or race like the Koch, Mech

cte. and thus carned the title of Danuymardan, which he used in his coins as a regal utle

IR
The reverse legend shows that the issuer off the com Ganesh or Danujmardan was a devotee of Chandi It
also probably reveals that the ehite society of the Hindu commumity of Bengal ware followers of
Vaishnavism and 1t can be assumed thats why he used such formula (Chandi charan. ) to cam ther
support Just comung for a short penod he had changed the con legend i Bangla instead of Arabic. This

com bears specimane of carly fifteenth century Bangla seript

Danuymardan ahas Ganesh ruled for two vears and died in the year 820AH/1418CE (1340 Sak). He was
such a powerful noble that he not only played the role of kingmaker for about  seven vears according to
the Rivaz™'. but also estabhished himself on the throne and ruled for two years. As a powerful ruler he
changed the Arabic seript of previous times for his com legend, and expressed lis own religious behief
through the coms This mdirectly supports the general view expressed in the report of Firishta in the
contest of Jalaluddin's address to the nobles that “we follow the king i worldly affairs and have nothing

to do with rehgion’

" Coins and Choronology. p 114
*"Tarikh 1 Firishta vol 11 p 297
* Riyaz. p 117
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2. Mahendra Dev  820/1418 (1340 Saka)

After the death of Danuymardan Deva his son and successor Mahendra Deva ascended the throne in
821AH/1419CE (1340 Saka) No details are available mn history and chronicles about Mahendra Coins
are found bearmg the name of Mahendra Deva following the coin stvle of his father. Ganesha or
Daniymardna Deva dated 1340 Saka (1419CE) corresesponding to 821AH. These coins of Mahendra are

also in Bangla script struck from Pandua and Chatigrama,

All his comns are ol silver and are of one tanka denommation Coins of Mahendra are very limted. He
ruled in 821AH/1419CE (1340 Saka). in the same year that Jalaluddin's comns are also found. Therefore,
three rulers ruled between April 1418 to January 1419, a period of nine months. After Bhattasali™,
Stapleton”™ and Karim ™ no onc clse discussed the coins of Danujamardan Deva or Mahandra Deva.
Bhattasali mentioned. m his book Comnys and Chronology, only two coin of Mahendra and published one.
Staplton published four coins in Num: Suppl. 1930 (JPASB XXVI). The obverse bears the name of the
king i Bangla script and the reverse contams Sri” Chandi Charana Pardiyana, in a square or double

square. The margin bears Pandu nagarat Shakabda 340, “struck at Pandu nagara in 1340 Saka

Stapleton published four photographs of the comn of Mahendra in Num. Suppl. 1930, and Bhattasali carlier
published one com of the Rayvpura hoard m his Comys and Chronology. All but one of the published coin
are multforl in a circle and the rest n a square within a circle. double half circle design in four segments.
The reverse design of the last one 1s in double square within circle. others having single square in a circle.
All the coms struck from Pandu Nagara except one which is of Chatigrama, the dates are same 1¢ 1340

Saka corresponding to 821AH and [418CE.

Except these coms there 1s nothing else which may help to identify Mahendra No indication of his identity
or his father's name 1s mentioned on his coms. It follows the com type of Danujamardana with the same
coin legend on the reverse “Sn Chandi Charana Parayanasva’, the Bangla scnpt and the date of 1340 Saka
of the Chatgaon munt n the collection of Stapleton may provide some clue that he was the successor of
Danujamardan Dev Bhattasal comented on the reference of a coin of Mahendra dated 1340 Saka. "This
coin scttles the identity of Mahendra. for only undisputed successor of Raja Ganesh could have minted
coms in 1340s - 821H simultancously from the mints of Chatgaon and Pandunagara, his last comment is

"Mahendra. theretore. can hardly be any body ease than Jadu™"

** Coms and Choronology. pp. 117 - 123.
' "Coins of Danujmardana Deva and Mahendra Deva, Two Hindu Kings of Bengal”. in Numesmetic Suppl, no.
XLIIL pp. N5 - NI3

“ Corpus. pp. 191 - 197

** Coins and Choronology. p. 123
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On the other hand Stapleton quoting Finishta's report of Jalaluddin's sccond accession-sermon  that

otherwise let my vounger brother be king and excuse me” infers that the vounger brother of Jadu was
Mahendra who “had probably been placed on the throne i succession to Raja Ganesa™ We may quote
directly from Stapleton that ‘faling any definite proof of the wdentity of Mahendra it seems reasonable o
read between the hines of Fenshta's account and idenufy Mahendra with the younger brother of Jadu.
Jalaluddin ™™ Most modem histonans aceept Stapleton’'s view, but Momtazur Rahman Tarafdar s
nchined towards the view of Bhattasah and commented n a recient deliberation that Stapleton tried to
correct the Danuymardana and Mahendra episode partially, But Stapleton's proposal should not be taken as
conclusive rather 1t 1s reasonable to consider it as a matter of debate or alternate hypothesis™ Our own

view i1s that Mahendra was the younger son of Ganesh,

As Jalaluddin again struck coms m s own name from 821AH and lus father Ganesh's comns are also
found bearmg the date 1340 Saka 1.e 821AH therefore, Mahendra ruled for a very short penod in between,

about two to three months at best

NS, XLIIL 1930, p. N13
* Preface to Bangla translation of the Coins and Choronology: Banglar Prathomic Yuger Swadhin Sultander Mudra
() Kalokrom, by Mohd Rezaul Karim, Dhaka: ICBS. 1997, p 8
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3. Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah  818-819/1416-1417 & 821-836/1418-1433

At the advent of Ibralum Shargr into Bengal at the invitation of Shaikh Nur Qutbul Alam. Raja Ganesh
made a peace deal with the samt. The latter converted his son Jadu to Islam and abdicated the throne in s
favour Jadu assuming the name of Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah ascended the throne Later. on the request
of the saint Ibralim Shargs retumed to s own kingdom™ Jalaluddin 1ssucd coms dated 818/1415-16 and
819/1416-17. during s first term of rule. Some silver comns of Jalaluddin have been found bearing the
name of the month Rabr ul Awwal, 818AH. His cons dated 818 have been found abundantly but the cons
beaning the date 819AH are few. The reason is that after the death of the saint Nur Qutbul Alam in 818
Raja Ganesh ¢jected his son from the throne early in 819AH (perhaphs the summer of 1416CE) seized the
kingdom of Bengal . and struck coins in his own name, Danujamardana Deva. During this time the Raja
tried to reconvert his son to Hindwism and arranged his “shuddhi™ . This had no effect on the son who
showed his devotion towards Islam' Jalaluddin was imprisoned and Raja Ganesh ruled this time for
about two vears for a second term™ After the death of the Raja m 1340 Saka/1417-18CE lus younger son
Mahendra assumed the throne m the same vear. But very soon by removing Mahendra Jalaluddin resumed

the throne agam for the second term in 821/1418 and ruled upto 836/1433

Jalaluddin struck both gold and silver comns. His silver coins have been found dated 818 and 819AH and
from 821 to 836AH there is no gold from the first term of his rule. A few gold comns found are from his

second term of rule

All his coms are of tola waght standard. gold coms are of one tola weight and no denominational coins
are found His fractional coms are found only i silver i two denominations. half and one cighth tankas.

As usual for Bengal Sultam comns gold as well as fractional coins are in gencral very rare
Gold coins
Seven gold coms of the Sultan are known all of one tanka gold Onc 1s published in the Bntish Muscum

Catalogue by Lane Poole”". another by R Bumn in JASB 1897 Both of these dealt with by Tarafdar in an

article on “The gold comage and the Currency System in Pre-Mughal Bengal™ . Again there are three

* Rivaz. pp. 115 - 116.

* JASB, (NS. XXVI). 1980, p N 10

“HB, 1L p 124

" Rivaz pp. 116 - 117

 Sultani Amol, p. 231

' BMC. p. 34. coin no 81

M R Tarafdar. in cultural prespective in South Asia (ed ) SIA Tirmizi, New Dellu. 1993, table 1, p. 166, nos. 16 -
17
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more gold coms mn the Kawale collection in India and Published by Stan Goron n ONS". he also
enumerated the other two mentioned above, including another one mentioned in the Skanda auction as lot
302%, but having no description of the last three coins. There 1s another gold com of Jalaluddin
Muhammad Shah w a Private collection in India, which i1s unpublished, and most probably the only con

with a clear dawe

Type Al Gol nk

The obverse bears the name of the Sultan i Arabic in a multifoil i five lines Jalal  w'd dunya wa 'd din
abi'l muzaffar  Muhammad Shah - ay Swltan. The reverse legend 1s in a square within a circle. also m
Arabic. The margmal legend in scgments bears the mint name and date The central legend 1s i three
hines nayirn ! Iskim  wa ! Mustimin - kbullida mulkuhu, “Helper of the religion (Islam) and the believers
(Muslims) may his kingdom be perpetuated”. The marginal legend 1s on the top segment duriba (haz thi).
The left scgment 15 illegible. the bottom segment Firizibad and the right segment bears the date (821) in
number 1¢ 821AH The diameter 1s 24 mm and the weight is not available At present it is m a private

collection m India”’

Type A2 Gold Tanka

The obverse bears the name of the Sultan in Tughra characters  Jaldlu 'd dunyi wa'd din abiil muzaffar
Muhammad Shah ax Sultan, “Glory of the world and the religion father of victory Muhammad Shah the
Sultan™ The reverse, also i Tughra, bears according to the reading of Lane Poole with a question mark in

BMC com no 81 (as Sultanul “Azam). * the great Sultan or Soveraign

But the reverse legend of the com is Khalifar Allah nayirn'l Istam wa'l Mus (hmin)), 'Khalifa of Allah
helper of Islam and. Mushms' Lane Poole has misread the legend in BMC and put the question mark. as
he was aware that the reading 15 not correet. Due to partial absence of the legend 1t could not be
deciphered properls But comparing the legend to the silver Tughra comn of similar type and style we may

now confirm the BMC gold's reading

Type A3: Gold Tanka

The obverse bears the legend in Arabic i a circle as Sultan u'l, ‘adil Jaldlu'd dunya wa'd din abii'l
muegdhid Muhammed Shah as Sulta@n. The just Sultan glory of the world and rehgion. father of the warnor
Muhammad Shah the Sultan’

The reverse bears the legend in Arabic in a quarterfoil nasiru amivt 'l mu 'minin ghausu'l Islam wa'l

Mustimin. “Helper of Amirul Muminin Succour of Islam and Mushims. The Margin is illegible so the mint

" No. 147. winter 1996, p. 13
“Ibid. Fn. no. 10



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

and date are not decipherable. The weight of this com 1s 160 grams and the diameter is '957 inches and the

coin 1s smaller in size than the silver ones

Stan Goron has given the desenption of three gold coms of Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah of the Kawale

collection in India™ All the three comns are of Tughra character but have three different legends

Type A4 Gold Tanka

The obverse bears the lgerd in Arabic i a circle in Tughra characters Jalalu'd dunyi wa'd din. “Glory of

the world and rehgion™ The margin outside the circle 1s mostly cut off from the flan. Only durtha haghis
sikkatu, “This com was struck” is readable” The reverse bears the legend also in Tughra characters in
Arabic abii'l mazafter Muhammad Shah as Sultan khallad Alldhu mulkahu, *Father of victorny Muhammad
Shah the Sultan. may Allah perpetuated lns kingdom . This reading of Goron 1s  doubtful  There 1s no
com of Jalaluddin wath s name divided i to two parts on two sides of the same com. The weight of the

coin is 109 grams. and the diameter 1s 23mm

Type A5 Gold Tanka

The obverse bears the name of the Sultan in Tughra characters in a circle. The script 1s in Arabic, Jaldal u'd

dunva wa d din abii'l muzaffar Muhammad Shah as Sultin. 'Glory of the world and the religion father of

the victorn Muhammad Shah the Sultan.

The reverse bears the legend in Arabic also in Tughra characters in a circle, nasirnl Islam wa 'l Muslimin
khullida  mulkahu. “Helper of Islam (rehgion) and the mushms (believers). may s kingdom  be

perpetuated” Marem gone Weight 111 grams and diameter 24mm

Type A6. Gold Tanka
The obverse of this type 1s the same as the obverse legend of Type AS. Goron gave a probable reading of
both sides khaltfar Allih nasir seems to be a correct reading of the reverse. The weight is 11 grams and

the diameter 1s 29mm™

The Skanda auction com has not been described or illustrated by Goron It 1s only mentioned n the
footnote. But Rajgor llustrated it (Cat no 207)". there is no date or mint on the com and the letterings are

of crude form corresponding the silver coin Type B3

" 1. P. Goenka Collection. Calentta.
" ONS. no. 147. winter 1996, p. 13
“ONS.no. 147.p. 13

" Ibid
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Silver coms of Jalaluddim are found m abundance and are dated 818-819 and 821-836AH following the

tola weight standard They arc as follows

Type Bl Silver Tanka
The obverse bears the legend i Arabic in a mulufoill and n five hines av Swltan al-‘adil Jalil w'd
dunyd wa'd din abii’l muzaffar Muhammad Shah. "The just Sultan glory of the world and the religion

father of victory Mubammad Shaly'

The reverse bears the legend m a reverted multforl n a circle nasirw amiri | mu'minin, ghausu'l Islam
wa | Mushmin. the cight scement of the margin bear the names of the four Khalifas with cpithet, starts
from | o'clock anti clock wise. segment (1) Abii Bakr. (2) Siddig, (3) Omar. (4) Khattab. (3) Usman, (6)

Affan. (1) Al (8) Murteredar, there 1s no date or mint name on the com (Cat.no 208)

Tyvpe Bl (a): Sihver Tanka

The obverse legend and design are the same as Tvpe Bl The reverse legend and design are also the same
as above but the scemental legends are a bit different. The names of the four Khalifas are without epithet
and altermatehy placed with date. The first segment starts from 10 o'clock anti clock wise with (1) Abii

Bakr. (2) sanah. (3) Omar, (4) saman, (5) Usman. (6)'ashara (T)'Al, (8) samiinu miverh (Catno.209)

Tyvpe Bl (b) Silver Tanka

The obversc is the same as Type Bl but the legend is in four lines the word Muhammad is in the begining

of line four. The reverse is the same as the reverse of Type Bl (a) but with slight difference in rendering
p— i ] . ! i ]

the date. The marginal legend in segments starts from 10' O' clock with Rabi ul Awwal. then in scgment 2

1, - - L4 =1 . [ g
" Omar’ segment 3 'sanah saman’ scgment 4" Usman! segment 5 "ashara’ segment 6"AlL’ segment 7samianu

mivah! segment 8 Abii Bakr'(Cat no.210)

Type B2 Silver Tanka

The abvers bears the name of the Sultan n a cirele with the ttle as Sultan al “Adil same as the type Bl in

five lines but at the begmnimg of the line four there is al miyahid mstead of al miezaffar of the Tvpe Bl

The reverse bears the legend in a square within another square; the legend is the same as the reverse of
legend of Type Bl But the margmal legend m the comer tnangular scgments though not very clear.
seemed to be [orizdahad on the top left segment. The Tower left s illegible. the lower nght segment
‘ashara and the top right ,;mm"zj! miverh, The unit number s illegible. the margin stands for “Firuzabad. (1.¢

struck at Frruzabad m 8 17AH (Cat.no.211).

" Dilip Raygor. Standard Catalouge of Sultanate Coins of India. Bombay: Amrapali Publications. (henceforth
Rajgor). 1991, p 26, 1vpe M|
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Tvpe B3: Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the name of the Sultan in a multifoil Scalloped circle made out of sixteen arcs. the

legend is in five lines Jaldl  wd dunyd wa d din Abiil Muzaffar Muhammad Shah as Sultan

The reverse legend 1s i a quarterfoil. The segments contain the date and mint name. In the quarterfoil
ndyiru'l Istdm wa'l mshmin khullida mwdkuhu, “Helper of Islam and Muslims may his kingdom be
perpetuated’ The marginal legend from the top right anti clockwise duriba haghis sikkatu fi al-Finizabéd
vanah 818 'this com was struck m al-Firuzabad in the vear 818AH. This tyvpe s also found dated 819

from the same munt and from Jannatabad There are four vanations i this type

Tvoe B3 (a): Silver Tanka

Another vanets 1s found dated 819, mint name illegible with a different design. The legends of both the

obverse and reverse are same as Type B3 but both are in a circle

Type B3 (b): Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the name of the Sultan in an eight foiled circle n five lincs, same as the obverse legend

of Type B3. The reverse bears the same legend as Type B3 in a circle but the arrangements are different
In the margins the circular legend is duriha haghts sikkatu fi Hadrat Firiizibid sanah 821, ‘This coin was
struck m Hadrat Firuzabad m the year 821AH' (Cat no 217). This varity 1s also 1ssued from the mint

Iglim Mu'azzamabad but date's unit digit 1s illegible (Cat. no. 216)

Tvpe B3 (c) Silver Tanka

The legends are same as Tyvpe B3 but the obverse 1s in Tughra character and the reverse design a circle
The mint 1s Dakhil Bangalivah dated 831(Cat no 218)

Type B3 (d). Silver Tanka

The legends are same asType B3 but both the obverse and reverse are also found with some variations in
design. The letterimg s crude. The obverse legend s either i a lettered surface or in a circle and the
reverse 15 i a square within a circle like the reverse design of the gold Type Al but without the date and

mimt (Cat no 219)

Tvpe B4 Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the legend. the name of the Sultan, the same as Type B3, in a aircle. The reverse bears
the legend 1n a square within a circle and the legend 1s the same as the reverse legend of Type B1 but with
an addition of kbullide mulkerhu at the end. No mint name 1s on the coin and the umit digit has disappeared.
But the second digit. the wenth. s ‘ashara ve. ten and eight hundred (1¢) 817, so there 1s no doubt that the

date 1s either 818 or X19° Thus. this type was 1ssued during Jalaluddin’s first term of rule (Cat no. 220).
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There are some vaneties available with the same legend but designs are different The obverse 15 a thirteen
arced. multforll Some have a scallop of ten arcs with different dates and munts. one com bear a clear mint
name which 1s difficult 1o ascertamn but seems to be ¢uriba hagihis sikkani i Dakhil Banjalyah 832AH
"This com was struck 1n Dakhil Banjalivah in 832AH" The prefix ' Dakhil” means entrance The date 1s

clear Although the readmg of Bamjaliyah 1s doubtful. there is noalternative reading (Catno.221)

Type B3 Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the legend o Arabic in a circle al-mujdhid fi sabili'r Rohmen-Jalalu'd dunya wa'd din
abit'l muzaffar Muhanmad Shah as-Sultdn, *The warrior in the path of the Meraiful glory of the world

and religion father of victory Muhammad Shah the Sultan”

The reverse bears the same legend as Type Bl's reverse [t is also in a circle. In the margin duriha hagihi s
sekkane bi Mu azzamabad This com was struck at Mu azzamabad'. The date is illegible. This Type B3 1s
a new type for Jalaluddm. It has not been mentioned in the Corprs. The obverse legend begins from line
two where al muyahid fi 1s mscribed and line one is a continuation of this 1.¢ sabili'r Rahmdn The third

hine 15 i normal order (Cat no. 222)

Tyvpe B6: Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the Kalima mside a circle i three lines La tlaha illa Allidhu Muhammadur Rasil Allah,

“There 1s no God but Allah Muhammad 1s the Messengers of Allah™, the margin outside the eircle bears
durtba haphis sikkatu fi Dékhil Banjaliyah sanah 821, “This coin was struck n Dakhil Banjalivah i the

vear 8217 The reverse bears the name of the Sultan wath lus tutles and Kunyah in Tughra (Cat no 223)

Tvpe B7: Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the Kalima same as com Type B6. with the circular marginal legend contaming the

munt name and date. The reverse bears the name of the Sultan m Tughra with an addition of o/ muayvid ba
1o 'd ar Rahman before the name Jalaluddin: The full legend 1s al-muwayvid ba tayyi 'd ar Rahman
Jalalud dunyva wa 'd din abit T muzaffar Muhammad Shah as Sultan, 'Strengthened by the support of the
Merciful, Glory of the world and religion father of victory Muhammad Shah the Sultan™ (Cat.no 224).

All the coms of Jalaluddin having the Kalima on one side (obv), the other side generally in Tughra has
either his name only as the reverse of Type B6 or prefixed with af muwayyid ha 1a'yvi'd ar Rahman as the
reverse of Type B7 These coms mayv be called the Kalima type with a single Tughra. Type B6 coins are
found from al-Firuzabad mint dated 824 and 827 and 'Arsah Satgaon munt of uncertain date 8-7. Type B7
is found from al Firuzabad dated 824, 'Arsah (Jatgaon) Chatgaon dated 827 with some vanations in

designs and also m size 1 ¢ with a bigger flan having the diameter 33 mm
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Type BY: Silver Tanka

Thus 1s another tvpe of single Tughra com The obverse bears the name of the Sultan in Tughra as Type
B6

The reverse bears m the centre a small cirele surrounded by a circle of arabesque, the central circle
contams the legend i Arabic ‘abdic T Jabhar. *Slave of the All powerful” Al-Jabbar is one of the nintynine
beatific names of Allah. Why Jalaluddin used this type of legend in hus cons 1s not known In the lower

portion of the design the date 834 has been mseribed No mint name 1s mentioned (Cat no 225)
Thus type 1s not much known. IMC has illustrated one com with the date part punched. Recently the date
has been acertaned from the coms of Biyam Bazar hoard. There were several cons of this type in the

hoard all with the date 834

Type BY: Silver Tanka

Another types of sigle Tughra bearing the same legend and arrangement on both sides like Type 8,but
the shape 1s eight petalled Only two of this unique type is known so far. One was published in Rajgor™
another 1s n a private collection m Dhaka™ Not a single coin of this shape is known among the Sultan or
Mughal coms or among the coms of the Sultans of Delhi. Both the coms are dated 834 as the usual 'abdid!

Jabbar type's date. No munt name 1s recorded

Type B10: Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the name of the Sultan i a circle or n a lettered surface in Tughra character as in Type
A2 (i c. gold Type A2)

The reverse bears the legend in a plan area or in a lettered surface also in Tughra character khalifat Allah
nastrul Islim wal Musfomin, ‘vicegererent of Allah helper of Islam and Mushms' It 1s a crude type and
may be compared with the gold com number 81 of BMC. In most of the coms the word ‘Khalifatu' 1s
either off the flan or partially wvisible. No mint. date, or margin on the com. There exist some varities n
silver. which are simmlar to this type with the same legends on both sides but the execution 1s better and

have the mimt name and date i numerals in flanks of the reverse

In these double Tughra comns the mints Chatgaon dated 831. Dakhil Banjahiyva dated 831 and 832 and
Muazzamabad. date illegible have been identified (Cat. nos. 227, 228 & 229).

** Private collection, Dhaka. Dr. Ishaq Imam
* Rajgor, p 25. type 280
“ Private collection. Mr Iftekhar Alam
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Type BI1. Silver Tanka

The obverse 1s the same as the above Type B1O. The reverse legend also in Tughra i a cirele but the
legend 1s khalitar Aligh il ardin ndsieul Iskim wal Mustimin, "vicegerent of Allah on the Earth helper of
Islam and Mushims' Margimal legend outside the aircle encircled by another cirele contamns the mint and
date duriha hazihis sikkatu fi'Arsah Jatkdnw (Chatgaon) sanah 836 "This coin was struck at 'Arsah
Chatgaon i the sear 836 This tvpe 1s only found with the mint name Chatgaon and with fine exeeution

of the Tughra and having a bigger flan, the diameter is generally about 31 to 33 mm (Cat. no 230)

Type B12. Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the name of the Sultan in a circle of tramngular rays with a dot in cach tnangle. The
legend 1s Jalal ud dunya wa'd din abit’l muzaffar Muhammad Shah as Sultan. The reverse bears an image
of a stylized hon facing cither the nght or left and a line of Arabic legend above the hon, which was read
by Bhattashali as hn Kany Shah son of Kans Shah. Later scholars all aceepeted Bhattashali's reading. This
one line msenption on the reverse varies m different coms. No coin of this type bears any mint name or

date (Catno. 231)

Type Bl2a: Silver Tanka

A rare vancty of Type B12 the lion type m which the hon s on the left and bin Kans Shah has been
written in two lines which clearly show that the last word is not 'Shah' but ' »\~" may be rcad as ‘abtar’
below the Tion between the four leg and hind legs some writings It has been read as 8th Julus but the

reading 15 not free from doubt (Cat. no 232)

Type B13: Silver Tanka

Same as Type B12 but the shape of the coin is hexagonal; there is no mint name or date on the coin (Cat,
no 233)

Type Bl4 Silver Double Tanka

Same as Type B12 but the weight of the com is a double tanka, 21 44gms

The obyverse bears the name of the Sultan in Tughra in a square within a cirele The four segments contain
duriba hazilil ‘adlivam fi ol Firtzabad sanah arba’ ishrin wa saménu mivah, 'this com was struck in

Firuzabad in the year twenty four and cight hundred' 1e. 824AH.

The reverse 1s the same as the above com Type B12 but the weight of the com is 105gms and the diameter

1s 67mm. a gigantic com (Cat no 233)
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Denominational coins

Type B16 Half Tanka Silver

The obverse bears the anme of the Sultan i a decoratve circle in four lines Jalal ud dunya wad din abiil

muzattar,'glory of the world and relegion father of victory ' The reverse bears the rest of the legend n
three lines also in a decorative circle Muhammad Shah ay Sultan khullida mulkuhie, "Muhammad Shah the
Sultan may s kingdom be perpatuated No date or mint 1s inseribed on the comn. The weight 1s 5 41gm

and 22mm in chameter (Cat no 236)

Type B17. One-cighth SilverTanka

The obverse bears the legend i plam arca abii T muzaffar Muhammad Shah, the regnal name Jalal is not

visible on the com. The reverse bears the legend on a plam arca n two lines, ay Sultan  mulkahu wa
Sultanahn No margm. munt or date 1s recorded. The weight s 1. 24gm and diameter 15 12mm (Cat no

237). Only two fractional coms of the Sultan are known

It 1s known that no contemporaray sources or reference. except a few private letters of sants like Nur
Qutb ul 'Alam of Pandua and Ashraf Jahangir Simnam of Jaunpur have been discovered to judge the
events of Raja Ganesh and his son Jadu Their coins and inscriptions are the only contemporary sources of

the penod concerned

As the only dated gold coms of Jalaluddin 1s of 821. Tvpe Al ndicates the vary begimming of hus second
term of rule. So. this may have been of his coronation comn of the second term. All his gold cons bear on
the obverse the name of the Sultan with the regal ttle Jalaluddin and Kunyah cither ‘abu'l muzaffar’ (Type
Al A2 A3 and A6)or abu'l mugad' (Type A3) Type A3 also bears m addition ax Sultanu | “adil and
mstead of abu | muzattar, abu’l mujahid which indicates that these coms were sinilar to his imutial comns
m silver (e §I8-819 coms) both m the legend style and design: Due to the illegibility of the marginal
legend of Type A3 the date and munt could not been deciphered. No dated silver com of the second term
show the title “as Sultan’| “adil”, therefore, the gold type A3's date may have been of the first term of his
rule. In that case it may be assumed that Jalaluddin struck gold coins from very begimming of s rule and

it may have been his coronation or commemoration comn

As regards the obverse legend of Jalaluddin's silver cons of the first term (1.¢ coins bearing the dates 818
and 819). all coms bear the name of the Sultan cither with only the regnal title Jalaluddin or with the
additional utle of as Sultdnml Adil 'the just Sultan’ as in com Types B1l. B2 and B3 But among those in
Bl. and B3 the Kunvah is "Abul Muzaffar' and in B2 Kunyvah s '"Abul Mujalid'
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Type B1 has three varieties according to the marginal legend otherwise all three coins are same. Varnety
Bl (a) has the four Khalifas names with their epithets written anti clockwise in eight segments, cach
Khalifas name followed by cach epithet as Abu Bakr. Siddique. Umar, Khattab etc No mint name or date

has been mentioned

Variety Bl (b) bears the four Khahfas names in four marginal segments alternately placed with the date
but without the mint name, the date 15 $18AH. Type Bl (b) is most important due to presence of the
month Rabiul Awwal i one of the segments of the reverse margin. All the three coms of Type Bl and
Type B2 bear on the reverse ndagiru amivi’l mu'minin ghausul Isidm wal Musiimin which means that the
converted Jadu now Jalaluddin became the 'helper of the leader of the believers' and he 1s 'succour of
Islam and Mushms' Therefore, he will uphold the cause of Islam and Mushms. As if he 1s announcing
that the Mushm commumty should not be worried The harm was done by Ganesh to the Mushms
Jalaluddin Muhammad will redeem that as a just Sultan. Type Bl comn's marginal legend is same as Type
B1 (b). names of the four khalifas being placed alternately with the date n words. But instead of 'sanah’ of
the com Type Bl (a). i Type Bl (b) the name of the month has been msenbes as Rabi I This is the only
known com of Jalaluddin in which the name of the month has been included. Bhattashali misread this

dsVh &/ Rabul Awwal as }“:L'Sonargaoni‘ and following him other scholars read it as Sonargaon™
But Rabi 1. 1s clear on the com and m no way could it be read otherwise. Sonargaon as a mint was stopped
during Sikandar Shah's rule and mstead he introduced Mu'azzamabad as a munt i 760AH. The name
Sonargaon as a nunt was only revived by Danuy mardan Dev i 1339 Saka (820AH) as Suvarnagram and

never reappearcd i the Sultani coins of Bengal

Now the question 1s why did Jalaluddin put the name of the month Rabi | in his comns of 8I8AH. There is
no evidence to explan this. But as 818 1s the date of his first ascension to the throne, so it can resonably
be comjectured as his coronation month and he may have been enthroned m May 1415CE or converted to
Islam in Rabi I which has been commemorated on the coms Tlis 1s the only known coin bearing the
month as alrcady been mentioned earlier. Therefore, it must carry some special significance for the reign

of Jalaluddin

Type Bl (a) has no munt name and date but comparmg with the other dated coins and also comparing with
Type B2, it may be assumed that all these four coms bearing the title as Sultanul Adil have been struck

from the same mint of Firuzabad and were issued during his first term. Likewise the gold com Type A3

** Coins and Chronology. p 127 (Type D. 2b)
“ Corpus. p 80 &82, Type D
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Type B3 comns bears on the obverse the name of Jalaluddin and Kunyah "abul Muzaffar' and the reverse
bears the legend ‘helper of Islam and Mushms' In this type there are also some vanties. multifoil as

obverse design and quadntorl as reverse (Type B3 (a)) or both sides are withm a cirele

The reverse of Type B3 bears the legend helper of Islam and the Mushms and a benediction. 'may his
kingdom be perpetuated” The margmal legend contamns the mint and date. Type B3 coms bear n the
margin the mint names Firuzabad, dated X 18, 819 and Jannatabad dated 819 Type B3 (a) bears the date
819 but the munt name 1s illegible Type B4 1s also an carly coin type of Jalaluddin dated cither 818 or
819AH.

The comns dated 819AH of Jalaluddin are a few in number. Karim mentioned in the Corpus only two, one
in BMC (comn no 72). the other in IMC (coin no 94). We have noticed only three more coins of 819 in the

. . . " n
collection of BNM and two more in two private collections

Thercefore. 1t can be surnused that Jalaluddin ruled in 819 for a short time. say two or three months
S19AH start m Ist March 1416, so he may have reigned upto May- June 1416CE. There 1s no con of
Jalaluddin or any other Muslim dated 820 AH But a coin bearing the name of Danuymardana Dev has

been found dated 1339 Saka. which corresponds to 820AH.

From 821 AH Jalaluddin repeated the types of lus carlier coms of 818 and 819 but with variant designs
¢y Type B3 (b) dated 821 (Cat.no 217) Type B3 (c¢) dated 831 and B4 (a) dated 832 both struck from the
mint ‘Dakhil Bangalival'. a new mint. He also struck new types in silver during his second term. Type B3
with the additional ttle of ‘al Mujalud fi sabil ar Rahman' from Mu'azzamabad munt. Though the formula
was not a new one and used carlier by Sikandar Shah Jalaluddin also mtroduced some new types of
legend, design and shape. having no affihation to his family regarding the comn tradition. He reintroduced
the Kalima after a long mtenval of about tow centunes and introduced Tughra characters for con legends.
single Tughra only on reverse as shown m Type B6 coms dated 821.836 from the mints of Dakhil
Banjahyvah. Chatgaon. Satgaon. Firuzabad and double Tughra, Tughra on both sides of the coin as shown
m Type Bl and B12. mvanablly clammimg the title “khalifat Allah™ on the reverse. Type B3 (¢) 1s the only
com bearmg the name of the Sultan in Tughra among the single Tughra coms. This type B3 (¢) may also
be considered as a tvpe of single Tughra com (Cat no 218). Jalaluddin also mtroduced several new shaped
coms and of vanous weights A new type of Jalaluddin 1s represented by Type B 8 (Cat no 225), a new

shape as shown in Type BY (Cat no. 226). both bear on reverse the legend “Abdul Jabbar

" One coin with Ishaq lmam of Dhaka another with J S Deyell. Canada
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Only one com of the Type BS was published in IMC but there was no date or mint name on the coin™
Recently more than four such coms were reported to be found i the Biyam bazar hoard the present writer

has seen two dated coms of this hoard, of 834 There 1s no munt name,

Jalaluddin mnovated a new shape with the same legend and arrengement as type BR thats why it may be
regarded as a vanets of Type BE. But Type BY bears an eight pettalled shape on the edge. a design umique

not only for Sultam coms of Bengal but for the entire sub continent

So, 1t s treated as a separate type Only two of these are known and preserved m private colllections. one

m India and published in Raygor™. the other in a private collection in Dhaka™ whuich 1s unpublished.

Jalaluddin Muhammad introduced for the first time Tughra characters i Bengal nunusmatics. Many of
his Tughra varcties have been discovered both in gold and silver and single (¢ither obverse or reverse). or
double (both sides) Jalaluddin introduced many new types of gold and silver coins. His double Tughra
coms. of gold are classificd as Types A2. Ad, AS. A6, and silver ones as Types BI10 and BII these are
popularly known as sigle Tughra, double Tughra™ and * Abdul Jabbar coins to the Colllectors and

dealers

Jalaluddin mtroduced very significant legend Khahifatullah which has been revealed through s double
Thghra coms, Khalitatullah™ means vicegerent of Allah. Though this proclamation was not at all new as
already we have scen i the coins of the llyas Shahi dynasty’', the direct claim of “Khalifatullah™ has not
been seen before. Bemg a converted Mushm this was a very bold step on lus part Ibn Hajar al”Asqalam
(Inba’). al-Sakhavi~ (Al-Dawu’). Abdul Karim and Mohar Ali mentioned that after receiving Khahfa
Barsbay's messengers from Egypt in 833AH. who came with a letter of nommation and a robe' Jalaluddin

issued a new comn assuming the title Khalifatullah' for himself in 83471431

But the coms of 831 (comno ) and 832 (com no ) reveal that before receiving the formal letter of
nomination and robe. Jalaluddin had stared to strike coins with Khalifat Allah title. Several tvpes of such
coins are minted from Frruzabad. Chatgaon. Dakhil Banjalivah dates of 831.832, and 834&836. Not only
was he proclaimed ‘Khabfat Allah fi'l ardin. nasiru’l Islam wal Mushmin 1.¢ 'Vicegerent of Allah on the

Earth, Helper of Islam and mushms "Even the theologians did not object to the proclamation of such high

"IMC.ILp. 164.coinno 111

" Rajgor, p.25. coin Type 286

UM Lftekhar Alam, Dhaka

AT s and al Khalifato't Mu'azzam i the coins of Stkandar and Khaliftu'l Mu'azzam in the coins of A'zam Shah
liave been used. IMC_ L p pl33-133. coin nos 47, 32, S6and p. 159 coin no 83, For Hamzah Shah our Cat no 181,
* Tbn Hagar al Asqalani. Inba’ al Ghumar, 11, pA97. Al Sukhawi. Al Dawu' etc. VI p, 280, both the texts quoted in
HMB. IA. p 162 F n no2

 Sultani Amol. pp 243-244. HMB. 1A p.162.
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sounding titles by a converted Mushm As a zealous convert Jalaluddin started from the very beginning to
redeem the harm done by lus father towards the mushm saints and community™ He also took revenge on
the Brahmins mvolved m lus 'Shuddhi' ceromony” He established justice for all and by taking such
measures achieved the confidence of the nobles as well as the commumity i general His peaceful
seventeen-year reign speaks of this No doubt he was an able admimstrator and successful ruler. His
foreign policy was also enviable. He not only exchanged enissaries with foreagn countries hike china and
Persia but also castablished contacts with Makkah and Madima' where he estabhished madrasahs and made
charitable deeds By domg all these he carned prestige for Bengal and made it internationally known™’. All
these played a vital role m the support of the theologians. Kanim quoting Dr. Ghafur's deliberation on the
subject has expluned i detail the legal aspect of claiming 'Khalifat Allah') After the fall of Baghdad. the
leading junists of the time admitted the changed position of the Khahfa to a figure head Ibn Khaldun's
opmion s that there nught be two Imams at the same tume’ provided that they were not in the same
country or in contiguous ones. Therefore. taking advantage of the jurist's view as well as the support of the
ulema of Bengal Jalaluddin proclaimed himself as 'Khalifat Allah' in his coins after 830 A_H if not carlier.
The nvestiture of Khalifa of Egypt was a sccondry support, What led him to declare 'Khahfat Allah' 1s
clear to understand as Dr Ghafur has explamed,"His rival the rular of Jaunpur used to mint the name of
the Abbasid Khalifa m Egypt. The Sultan of Bengal out-bidded himself by this legal device  For this
legal mgenuity the Ulema of Bengal were to be thanked. It was undoutedly a constitutional issuc. It could
not be solved without the support of the 'Ulama of Bengal'™ He also took measure to ward off the

Jaunpur agression by establishing diplomatic contact with China and Persia

The most mteresting comns of Jalaluddim are a series with valuations of one two, and ten tanka. and one of
a unique hexagonal shape of (one tanka) (TypesB12. B13. B14, B135). All these coms bear on the obverse
a grotesque lon with a line of Arabic legend above the lion as mentioned carlier. Bhattasali reads this
Arabic hine on the reverse as bin Kans Shah'" Al these types from B12 to B13 bear the same legend and
design except type BIS. which was read by Fand as 'bin Kans Rao’. There are differences in the depiction
of the hon Type B13 is a hexagonal shaped coin of one tanka hon type A considerable number of lion
type one tanka coms of Jalaluddin have been found, but only one of hexagonal shape and published in
Raygor™  His two tanka coms are also very rare and only five coins were found in Nawgaon district of
Bangladesh m 1996 A total of five 2 tanka coins were found in a chance digging from the village
Akhirpara. about 10 kilometer to the west of the Thana head quarter of the Mahadevpur Police Station in

Nawgaon All the two tanka coms of the hon type are of the same design and arrangement as the one tanka

“'HMB. Al p 161
“HBL L pl123: Rivaz pll6
" CUMC. pp.12-17
*" Coins and Chronology. p132
" Rajgor. p.25. Type. 282
163



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

lion tvpe. but are of double weight. 21.44 grams. Only one of these 1s known 1o be with a private collector
in Dhaka™

The ten tanka com has been noticed by G S Fand in INSI” The one and two tanka coins are alike and
bear no munt name and date. but there 1s a sharp difference i the depiction of the hon between the two.
The 10 tanka lion has some affinity with a dragon. particularly the spike like hair, spear hke mane, the
foot which 1s like a claw rather than paw.and the neck and tounge G. S. Fand opines that the lion on the
ten tanka com may be an imtanon of a Chinese dragon and that was due to prevalent trade relation
between China and Bengal. could it be the ‘silver coins' which used to be presented to the soldires of the
emissaries of China who visited the court of Jalaluddin, as reported in the Chinese sources” . But in one
and two tanka coms the depiction of the lion's details, mentioned above, are more natural. The obverse
legend in ten tanka has been placed in a square area within a circle i Tughra character and the four
segments contam the date and nunt but m one and two tanka's legend of obverse are in an ornamented
cicle and without Tughra Morcover. the reverse legends of one and two tanka have been inscribed
differently,. We have no idea why Jalaluddin preferred this type for his vanied denominations. The weight
standard and shape of one and two tanka indicate that these were regular issues rather than medallion but

no mint and date were imscribed on them

Not a single coin of Jalaluddin bears the time honoured nunismatic tradition of inscribing the parentage
either by putting the name of s father or at least by using the formula ‘as Sultan bin as Sultan’, save the
lion type coin according to Bhattasalt So. the legend inscribed above the lion should be reexamined
which has been read as 'bin Kans Shah or Rao' that mught not be so Lion type coin of one tanka
denomimation bears this legend vanously, in some coins the first word which has been read as hin looks
clearly as #ar with a dot and the last part 1s not Shah but looks like avter with a clear ta and alif and the
middle portion kasar could it be nar kaisar or keshor or nar kisan aveer It is to be remembered here that
not a single mstance s present of citing fathe's name by Jalaluddin on coins and inscriptions. So, why he
will use us father's name i this single type of com m 8247 Could it be possible that as Jalaluddin
proclumed ‘Khalitatllah' for s Mushm subjects like wise for his non-Mushm or Hindu subjects he

proclaimed himselt as incarmation of Knishna avater or nar kishor avater. imcamation of a powerful one”

' Dr Ishaq Imam posses a coin of 2 tanka silver. all other four coins found their way in abroad probably
" G.S Fand. “A New and Unique Ten Tanka Commemorative Coin of Jalaluddin Mohammad Shah of Bengal (818-
SATUINSL XXXVIIL 1976.88-95
' Xi vang Chaogong Dianlu. text. p 91,quoted byHaraprasad Ray inTrade and Diplomacy i India € hina Relations
A Study of Bengal during the Fifteenth Century, New Delli: Radiant Publishers 1993 (henceforth Trade &
Diplomacy). Table 2. Vovages. Sixth Voyage.p.40: Fei Hsing Ch's she'ng lan. in W W Rockhill, “Notes on the
Relations." T'oung Pao 16.p1 2. sec 419151442, Quoted in Eaton's The Rise of Isfant and the Bengal 'rontier 1204-
176018t Indian Edenon 1994, (Oxford India Paperback 1997)(henceforth The Rise of Islam) Delhi. p.58.(n.75
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It has been suggested that coms bearmng no munt name, arc the product of the mint of the capital.
Therefore. these coms, as there 1s no mint name on them, might be the product of the mint of the capital
Firuzabad Onc of the hon type coin of Fath Shah bearnng the mint name Mahmudabad that corroborates
the above view [t indicates at least the minting place of those cons of lion type, of the norther region

than castern region of the country

The ten tanka shows its commemorative nature no doubt. We know from the Chinese sources that under
the leadership of Zheng We a group of voyagers came to Bengal in 1421-22CE. 1421CE 1s equivalent of
824AH So. striking of ten tanka, depicted lion's simily with Chinese dragon (according to Fand) the date
of com could be explamed tentatively by fixing this ten tanka silver as a present to the Chinese soldiers of
the pan_\'“ According to Mukhapadhyay 1t was the commemoration for the victory of second mvation by

nii

Jaunpur ruler 1o Bengal in 823AH which was celibrated by striking com in 824

Some scholars opmed that the use of lion as a coin motif is an assimilation of Hindu Culture™, Chandi's
vehicle 1s hon (Jalaluddin's father was a devotee of Chandi. (Chandi charan Parayana) 1s promoted by
Jalaluddin. But it docs not secem so. Danuymardana did not use the figure of a lon on lns coms. and
Chandi charan Paravana does not mdicate lion. On the contrary lion 1s the universal symbol of power and
vigour and not only Jalaluddin but also subsequent Muslim rulers like Nasiruddin Mahmud and Fath Shah
also used such hon mouf i their coms. Ghiyasuddin Azam's inscription of Gauhatt also bears a lion
motif” Chinese sources tell us about the lion decorated Shield of Nusrat Shah's court™ Again Tarafdar
opined “used the figure of a lion on some of their coins to symbolise their power and strength®’

Therefore. the presence of lion on the coms has no connection with Chandi

From where did Jalaluddin borrow the hon motf? Bhattasali and Dam think that it was an adoption of
Tripura comage™ But the first Tripura coin with a lion motif was struck i 1462CE, at lcast forty years
after Jalaluddm's hon tvpe On realizing this anti-dated condition Tarafdar thinks that it was first
troduced 1 a part of Tripura conquered by Jalaluddin, and was minted for his newly conquered Hindu
subjects Subscquentls Trpura rulers hike Dhanya Manikya wrested the lost territory but retained the
figure of the lion m lus coms. which became their roval emblem: Rather Tripura imitated it from Bengal”'

Trafder presumes that the lion was borrowed from the Licchavi - Suryavamst and Thakuri coins of 7" and

8" century. Nepal

“ Trade and Diplomacy, 144
“ Dusho Bachhar. p 176 Ginnexure al the last page without number)
“bid p. 167
“ Ibid. p. 168
™ The Rise of Islam_ p.65
* MR. Tarafdar."The Gold Coinage and the Currency System in Pre- Mughal Bengal”. (ed ) S.LA Tirmizi. Cultural
Interaction in South \xia. New Delli. 1993.p 174, .26,
™ Coins and Chronolugy. p 131, Dani, JASP. XVIII, PL.2. 1952,p.164.
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Gluvasuddin Azam Shah's Gauhati iscription bears a lion scribed on 1t and subsequent to Jalauddin,
Nastruddin Mahmud and Fath Shah used the hon motif on their coms. Therefore, 1t may be assumed that
Jalaluddin might have subjugated a part of Nepal from where he borrowed this hon motif and introduce 1t
on s coms of the terrtory including Gauhati: Subscquently Nasiruddin Mahmud and Fath Shah retained
it for their respected coms. It 1s to be noted here that one of Fath Shah's hon type coms possesses a munt
name Mahmudabad” Mahmudabad has been identified as the capital renamed after Nasiruddin Mahmud.
so. duning Fath Shah's raign lion type coms were issued from the capital Firuzabad which mn the north-

west,

Jalauddin Mahmud had 1ssued various types of coms from several mints, carlier known mints reported by
Kanm i the Corpus were seven, Firuzabad, Satgaon, Rotspur, Mu'azzamabad. 'Arsah. Chatgaon,
Fathabad and Sonargaon But Sonargaon was not a mint for Jalauddin and what was read as Sonargaon in
fact that 1s Rabi |. alrcady been mentioned. Agan Fathabad's date 840 1s doubtful”’. and we are not in a
position to verify 1t due to non-availability of the photograph of the com. So the mints known are ix, n
addition to that at least two more mints may be included for Jalaluddin Muhammad. Once 1s Jannatabad

another 1s Daklul Banjalivah

As regards the new two munts of Jalaluddin. the first one Jannatabad 1s well known, Mughal emperor
Humayan gave the name to Lakhnauti 1s very widely known but before that it was used as a mint for the
first ime on the coms of Ghiyasuddin Azam Shah dated 790" and 7987 Jalaluddin's only clearly dated

coin of the sand munt 1s dated 818

Another new munt 1s Daklul Banjalivah, several types and various dated coms of this mint are 1ssued n
the name of Jalaluddin. But the reading of the munt 1s not conclusive It might be read as Fathabad with

acception of some nusspelling but Fathabad never appeared with the prefix Dakhil

But in no way 1t could be read as Dakhil ba Khulna as the reading given in Rajgor and in SCA™ Because
Khulna i1s a modern name and did not exist at the tyme of the com The district of Khulna came under the
Mushims from the nuddle of the fifteenth century and was known as Khalifatabad. During the reign of
Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah one Khan Jahan Al was the general and governor of Khalifatabad and

the latter was responsible for the occupation, inhabitation as well as Islamization of the arca, including

Bagerhat, a part of the then Jessore™.

" SCA. p.56. com no. 867

"' Corpus, p.85.

" BMC, p. 24. Coin no 32

= Suppl. INC 11 p. 52, com no 100
"Raggor. p 26, Typeil5. SCA. p5l. 799
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Dhakhil Banjaliya mught have been the famous city of Bengala mentioned by Varthema'. Barbosa™,
Tome Pires” and Blochmann Blochmann quotes from Purchas. "Gouro. the seat Royall. and Bengala are
farre cities  Rennell w lus memorr mentions 1t s placed near the castern branch of the Ganges and that
it may have been carnied away by the niver™ G- P Badger. editor of the English version of the book of
Varthema wrote that ‘m an old Dutch Latn Geography Book,  with wonderfully good maps. by J and C

Blean. 1 find Bengala put down as a town close and opposite to Chatigam (Chittagong)™. Commenting
on Varthema's cited 'aity of Bengala' Mukhapadhaya said that. “this so-called ety of Bengala was situated
on the opposite stde of Chittagong and 1t was under Chittagong. Probabaly the name was not Bengala but
perhaps the foreign ships custom duty was received ther and traders from foreign lands enter to this first

city their way to Bengal Many of them did not use to visit other places even. so they called it Bengala™

There 15 no reference except those foreigners report about the city of Bengala. Now on the coms for the
first time we have got reference about this city. Dakhil means ‘entrance’ so port ety of Bengala was the
‘entrance of Bengal® For the commercial need Jalauddin established a new nmint in this eity in addition to
Chittagong. There are some atfimity between these two munts' products also particularly of the coms of
Tughra type. Barbaso categorically mentioned the Bengal Kingdom as a country and city of Bengala as a
separate port ity at the head of the lagon of the Bay of Bengal Jalaluddin reigned from 818 - 836 with an

interval of about two vears: So he ruled seventeen years as stated by the Riyaz is conforming to the faet.

K.G M Lauful Ban. cd. Bangladesh District Gazzetteers, Khulna. Dhaka: Bangladesh Govt. Press1978, pp 45-47
* Dusho Bachhar, pp 517-18
“ Ibid, pp. 520-521
" Ibid, p.527quoted by Mukhapadhyay.
* H.Blochmann. Contributions. JASE. XLII, no.3. p.233.
’ Dusho Bachhar. p 517
“Ibid. p.517.
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4, Shamsuddin Ahmad Shah 836-837/1433-1434

After the death of Jalaluddim Mubammad Shah i 836/1432 his son and successor Ahmad ascended the
throne with the ttle of Shamsuddin Ahmad Shah. According to the report of Ibn Hajar he ascended the
throne at the age of fourteen. Ibn Hajar also tells us that he lived upto 839/1435-36"  According to Ain-i-
Akban. Tabagat--Akbari. Tankh-1-Finshta Rivazu-s Salaun. Ahmad ruled for sisteen or cighteen years™
This has been rejected by Mukhapadhyay Mukhopadhyay  Buchanan gave him three years™, which
Mukhopadhyay aceepted and commented that there is no controversy according to the evidence of Thn
Hajar and Ahmad's coms™ But our research on the basis of Ahmad's dated coins show that he hardly
ruled for two vears. perhaps. only one year and some months. As Jalaluddin Mubhammad’s comns are found
dated 836AH and his mscription’s last date 15 10" Jumada | of 836/2nd January 1433, so Ahmad barely
nuled for 7 months of the year 836AH and few months of 837 there should be room for the other two
Sultans namely Ghiyasuddin Nusrat and Nasiruddin Mahmud in the same year 1f we presume that Ahmad
ruled for about cight months of the year 837 then his total reign would be only fifteen months. At best we
can say that he ruled for about one and a half year. Like his father he issued both gold and silver coms, all

of tola weight standard No demoninational com of Ahmad 1s found

Type Al. Gold Tanka

The obverse bears i a circle the legend in Arabic Shamsu'd dunya wa'd din Ahmad Shah ibn

Muhammad Shah oy Sultn. “The Sun of the world and religion Ahmad Shah. son of Muhammad Shah.™

The reverse fegend also in a arcle in Ababic nasiru amirt "l mu ‘minin, ghowsul Islam wa 'l Muslimin.

“helper of the leader of the behievers, dehverer of the religion 1.¢ Islam and Mushims.”

The circular marginal legend outside the circle 1s not fully decpharable due to a cut mark and chipping of

the edge but the date is clear. The text is duriba hazibs sikkatu fi Firtizabad . sanah 837
Silver coms of Ahmad Shah according 1o therr legend are as follows

Type Bl Silver Tanka
The obverse bears the Kalima i Arabic in a circle in three lines (L3 ilaha illa/ Allahu Mauhammadur

Rasiil Allah) The mstrument of faith of the Mushms, ‘There is no God, but Allah and Muhammad His

" Ibid. pp. 1 74-75. (quoted from. 1958.pp 205-206.)
“ bid. p 174,

* Quoted in Sultam Amol. p 254

™ Dusho Bachhar. p 174
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Messenger” The margmal legend durtha hazihis stkkatu fi Ditkhil Banjalivah sanah 836 “This comn was

struck at Dakhil Bangalivah. vear 836AH.

The reverse bears i Arabic the name of the Sultan with his titles and parentage in five lines, as Sultan al
A'zam Shamsu d dunvi wa o din al mwjahid Ahmad Shith 1hn Muhammad Shah: as Sultan, ‘the great

Sultan the Sun of the world and the religion the warrior Ahmad Shah son of Muhammad Shah the Sultan'

Similar com dated 837 of the same nmunt and with some vanations n design, arc now n a pnvate

collection in Dhaka The reverse of this 1s in a rarled circle with dot in cach segment.

Type B 2 Silver tanka

The obverse bears in a lettered surface or in a circle the legend in Arabic in five lines. It 1s the same as the
reverse legend of Tyvpe Bl The reverse bears i a circle the legend i Arabic nasiru amirt’l mu'minin
ghausu'l Islam wa | Mustimin, khullida mulkahu. Gold coin Type Al bears the same reverse legend except
the last line of bendiction khnellida mulkuhu, which means his kingdom. may be perpetuated In the
margmal legend around the circle. which is encircled by another circle, the legend s partially off the flan
so the mint name 1s cut off but the date is sanah $836AH" is rcadable. Another coin of the same type

L1

published i SCA has the mint name Dhakil Banjaliyah but the date 1s illegible

Type B3 Silver Tanka

The obverse bears m a circle the legend n Arabic al muwyyad ba 1avid ¢ d Dayan Shamsu'd dunyd wa'd

din abit’l muzafiar Ahmad Shah bin Mubammad Shah as Suitan. 'Strengthened by the support of the
Requiter (Allah!'y the Sun of the world and the rehgon, father of the victory Ahmad Shah son of

Muhammad Shah the Sultan

The reverse legend wiich 1s as the reverse legend of the coin Type B2 except the last word “‘mulkahu’
which has been replaced by Ahallada Allah: may Allah perpetuate (his kingdom). The marginal legend
around the circle chrtha hazili s sikkatu _ff ‘Arsah Jatkanw (Chatgaon) Sanah 836, "This coin was struck at
arsah Chatgaon 1 ¢ Chittagong in 836AH. This type is generally of bigger flan and has some vanation in
calligraphy, changes m depicting the words as well as the placement of words. In some comns
‘Ahmad’ 15 at the end of third hine at the left. i others at the begining of the fourth hine on the nght. In
some coms ‘Ahf of “ibn' cannot be traced. n some coins Ahmid’s Aa 1s almost round as <@ In some
others like = the letter ha 1s angular. Another vanation of crude calhigraphic style 1s completely
different from the other coms which may be defined as a new tvpe. but the legends are the same as coin

tvpe B-3 But the margm of these comns 1s almost out of the flan so it 1s not possible to trace the mint

** Private collection. Dr Ishaq Imam. Dhaka.
¥ SCA, p 49. com no 813
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name. Certam letters particularly lhf..‘::'ud.f;cr are similar to the letters of the coms of Qutbuddin Azam

(discussed m Chapter 1V)

Following his father's coms Ahmad put his name Samsuddin for lis gold coms Only a sigle gold comn of
Ahmad Shah 15 known It 1 10 be noted here that he did not use any extra title or Kunyah for ns gold
coms. rather he contended with the regnal title Shamsuddin It 1s also to be noted that the traditional
proclamation of a Kunvah i the coins either “Abul Muzaffar™ or “Abul Mujalid” has also been dropped
here. On the reverse he claimed as the "Helper of the leader of the faithful and succour of Islam and the

Muslims™ but the usual benedictory formula kallada A/lahu mulkahu has not been used.

The margimal legend 1s most important for a coin because it revels the mint and date. In this coin the date
wiven i numerals as 837/1433-34 and the nint name Firuzabad. are clear But there is a couple of words
‘Firuzahad™ and “Sanah 837" which due to partial absence of the letters and clippings could not been
deciphered with certamity. but the present writer read them as Sah ‘@ or niy ‘@ Rabi L 1t is apparent from the
dated silver coms of Ahmad Shah that he asended the thome in 836AH his father's last dated coms are
also 836AH. The last inscription of Muhammad found at Mandra near Dhaka also dated 10" Jumada 1.
836" Therefore. Ahmad's gold com (837AH) is not a coronation coin rather it may be a commemorative
con either on the occasion of s own first anmiversary. or regular gold currency. or it may be the
observance of lus father's reclamation of power (if our tentative reading of Rabi 1. 1s taken to be correct

His father's type of silver com Type Bl (b) bears the month of Rabi I 818AH(Cat no 211)

According to Ibn Hajar Jalaluddin died i Rabi Il 837AH™ But both the coms of Muhammad and Ahmad
dated 836/1332-33 has indicated that Jalaluddin died in 836AH. Mukhopadhyay commented that Ibn
Hajar might have heard the news late 837", As Tbn Hajar’s given vear 1s not correet there is very

possibility of doubt in s given month,

Not only the gold com but also Ahmad’s silver coms are rare. Probably the gold coin s the only known
coin and it has not been published™ The Bangladesh National Muscum does not have a rich collection of
Ahmad Shah’s coms  About a dozen comns of Ahmad Shah have come to the Muscum as a hoard find n
1989 Most of them are severly punched. chiselled. or have cut marks. or most of thewr margins are out of
the flan. In the late Eghties the Biyam Bazar hoard m Sylhet became known. It 1s believed that i this
hoard, there were about fifty coms of Ahmad Shah. But not a single coin of that hoard found their way in

1o any Muscum

* Abdul Karim. Corpus ol the Arabic and Persian Inscription of Bengal, Dhaka: Asiatic Society of Bangladesh,
1992(henceforth CAPIB) p 106,

™ Tbn Hajar al- "Asqalani. Inba' _vol 1Lp 497, Cited in HMB, [Ap 164,

" Dusho Bachhar p 173

“Private Collection. J.P Goenka. Caleutta, India.
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It may be noted here that Ahmad Shah did not proclaim ‘Khalifatallah' utle w is coms hike s father or
like some other Sultans betore or after him. Though he ruled for a short peniod hardly for one and a half
vear probably. as already been mentioned carhier. But that was not the cause of non-proclamation. Already
we have seen that he ascended on the throne at the age of fourteen only So he could not proclaim
Khilafah”. for this reason we do not find the benidictionary formula with kbullida khilafandi i his cons

but msted only Khulhda Mulkahu

In the com Type Bl & B2 he did not proclaimed any Kunyah like “Abul Muzaffar™ or “Abu’l Mujalud'
rather he satisfied with another ttle “al-Mujahid' the warior™ It may have been a. mustake, that abu has
been dropped before "Al Mujahid'. But hisType B3 bears the Kunyah as 'Abul Muzaffar' This type also
bears the words ha tdvvid 1'd Dayén not ar-Rahman as has been read by Lane Poole i BMC™ and

following him others ™

His coms show that he ruled in 836 and 837AH He was murdered by s slaves Nasir Khan and Saad
Khan and on¢ of them ascended the throne for a very short penod and struck comns i 837AH most
probably with the regnal name Ghiyathuddin Nusrat, There 1s also a com of Nasiruddin Mahmud dated
837AH and the latter's coms contimued till 864AH . Therefore, there 1s no possibility of Ahmad being alive
upto 839AH as reported by Thn Hajar

With the murder of Ahmad Shah the rule of the family Ganesha’s came to an end. Although regarded as
an interlude the comvertion to Islam of Jadu alias Jalaluddin marged the family into the main flow of

Muslim rule

The chronologs of the family of Raja Gonesha may now be fixed with the help of the information gleaned
from coms. A fresh chronology of the famuly, on the basis of the above discussion based on cons of the
four rulers of the famuly. 1s given below. This chronology filled the prevailing gap between the last ruler
of that fanuly of Raja Ganesha and the first ruler of the Mahmud Shahi (Later Ilyas Shahi) Dynasty. 1.¢

the gap between Shamsuddin Ahmad Shah and Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah

Raja Ganesha ascended the throne i the last part of 817, and ruled up to Rabi 1. 818/1415. a total of four

months and did not 1ssu¢ any coms during this period.

Jalaluddin Muhamimad ascended the throne for the first term m Rabi |, 818/1415

*' Sultani Amol. p 253

" In the Corpus Karim did not mention this type, Corpus. p.83.
“ BMC. p.36. coin no 89

" Corpus also followed Ha tavvid ar Rahman, Corpus, pX3
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Death of the Saint Noor Qutbul Alam in Zul Q ada 8 18AH /January 1416CE

Jalaluddim Muhammad was allowed to rule for a short tme after the death of the samt about two or three

months. that 1s why a few coms are dated 819/1416. Probably he ruled upto Safar 819/ Apnl 1416

No Muslim coms are known from Bengal dated 820/1417. Ganesha abias Danujamardana Deva resumed

the throne for the sccond time n §19, say from May 1416CE

Comns are found dated 1339 Saka. (begins on [9th march 1416CE) and 1340 Saka bearing the name

Danujamardana Deva, Most probably in the first quarter of the Saka vear 1339 he struck coms

Mahendra Deva The vonger son of Ganesha succeeded him in 1340 Saka. 820AH/1417CE coins dated

1340 Saka are found bearmg the name of Mahendra

Jalaluddin Muhammad (Sccond time) ruled from 821AH to 836AH/1432. Shamsuddin Ahmad Shah
reigned from 836 1o K37AH/1432 to 1433
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Ghiyasuddin Nusrat Shah 837/1434

A umque silver com has recently been noticed 1n the collection of Bangladesh National Muscum. It was
procured from a lot. numbering ten, from a dealer in Dhaka All the coms belong to the Bengal Sultans
and were purchased locally. The said comn bears the name of a new Sultan, 'Ghiyas u'd dunva wa'd din
Abu'l Muzahid Nusrat Shal' So far the catalogues on Bengal coins” and literatures are concerned. a few
Ghivasuddins™ and onc Nusrat, are found as 'lagab’ and ‘alam' The discovery of the aforesaid coin adds

another Nusrat to the hist of Bengal Sultans,
The description of the com s as follows:

Tvpe Bl: Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the legend n a scalloped circle in three lines in Arabic, billdh al-Musta'in wa'lMusta'an

secker of help and shelter from Allah', and the marginal legend around 1s duriba hazas sikkamu [fi] al-
Firiz [a] 837 [AH ] bad " This coin was struck in Firuza 837 |[AH]| bad' 1.¢. struck in Firuzabad in
837AH. It 1s to be noted here that the word as sikkah 1s mscribed reversely and the date 1s placed between

the mint name. a peculiar thing for the numismatics of Bengal.

The reverse bears the Julus title and the name of the Sultan also i a scalloped circle in Arabic and in four
lines. Ghivas w'd dwnva wa'd din abii ‘al mujahid Nusrat'Shah as Sultan, 'Succorur of the world and the
religion father of the warnor Nusrat [ms ‘a/am| Shah the Sultan’ The weight of the comn s 10.6 gram and

diameter 26 mm- The Shape of the com 1 round

Type B2 Silver Tanka

Both the obverse and reverse legends are same as above Type Bl but the proper name of the Sultan
Type B2 1s partially retained on the coin. And the marginal legend is not very clear but most probably the
mint name 18 Mu‘azzamabad and the date is written as retrogately, which could be read as 738 The weight

of the com s 10 X grams and diameter is 26 mm

“ICB. &1 .IMC., 11: BMC. Corpus elc.

ad (1) Ghavasuddin Balban, (1265-1287 c.e ) IMC, I1. P.34, Coin no 154 &153
(nGhivasuddin 'Twaz Khalp, (1211-1226 CE) IMC. 11, p 145, Coin no. 2.5 &4,
(mnGhivasuddin Bahadur Shah,(1310-1330 C E ). 1bid .Coin no. 14-16.
(v) Ghivasuddin A'zam Shah (1310-1405 C E)) [bd, P. 156-159, Comns. 14-16
(v) Ghivasuddin Barbak. (1487 C.E) JNSIL Vol LV (Shahzada Barak Habshi) 1993 p. 76
(vi) Ghivasuddin Mahmud Shah (1532-38 C.E.). Ibid, Coin Nos. 222-22%
(vii) Ghivasuddin Baladur Shah Ghazi (1554-60 C E ) IMC. p. I81. Coin Nos. 230-33
(vitr) Gluvasuddin Jalal Shah Ghaz (1560-63 C E ) IMC p. 181 coin Nos. 234-35.

All those Sultans used the title or laqab as Ghivasuddin and Nastruddin Nusrat of the Husain Shahi dynasty
used Nusrat as "alam’
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No book on listory Iterature catalogue of coms mentions the name Ghiyasuddin Nusrat. The legend on
the obverse ¢ 'Billah al mustam wa'l Musta'an’ of the said comn 1s not common as a legend for Sultam
coins of Bengal” The date 837AH on the margin and the mint al Firuzabad indicate that the com was

struck during the independent Sultani rule of Bengal

The reverse legend reveals the name of the Sultan with his ntle Ghiyassuddin and the Kunyah “Abu'l
Mujahid' shows that he was warrior and his proclamation was not an casy job. His proper name 1.¢. ‘alam’
was Nusrat and he used the term ‘as Sultan® at the end and not "Sultan bin as Sultan’. which indicates that
he was not the son of a Sultan. The comns reveal that Ghivasuddin Nusrat was a sultan, who struck coms

from Firuzabad i 837AH and was not of royal descent

It 1s known that Jalaluding Muhammad Shah reigned upto 836AH. His son and successor Ahamad Shah's
coms are available only with the dates of 836 and 837AH. We are told that during the reign of Ahmad
Shah two of ns slaves. Shadi Khan and Nasir Khan, intrigued against him and assassinated lim. Soon
after this. rivalry between these two slaves becomes imminent. By killing Shadi Khan. Nasir took over the
sultanat © He ruled. as Salim says. only for seven days or for half a day, according to another report”.
After him the sultanat was handed over by the nobles to a scion of llyas Shah named Nasiruddim Mahmud
who ruled up to 864AH His carliest dated com. as has been recorded by Karim is 84 1AH™ But the latest
study shows that Nasiruddin Mahmud's rule started from 837AH as has been ascertamed from his newly

discovered com"”

So. there is a possibility of there being three Sultans in 837AH namely Ahmad Shah, Nasir the slave and
Nasir Shah of the Mahmud (Later llyas) Shah Dynasty. Ahmad Shah's coms are known with the laqab
Shamsuddin* and Nasir Shah proclaimed Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah as his regal name'™ None of them
used Ghivasuddm as a lagab on thewr coms. nor 1s the name Nusrat with the tittle Ghiyasuddin. The legend
of the com does not tally cither with the cons of Ahmad Shah or Mahmud Shah. Therefore. the only
person left is Nasir the slave who may have proclumed Ghivasuddin as his lagab. Both Nasir the slave
and Nasir Shah did not use 'Sultan bin as Sultan™™ on their coms and truly they were not sons of any

Sultan. Not a simgle com or mseniption of Nasiruddin Mahmud show that he used Ghivasuddin as his

" The legend 'billah al Musta' in wal Musta ‘an’ only known on the coins of Quibuddin A'zam as partial obverse
legend. His identity 1s vet not been ascertained. But obviously he was a Bengal Sultan. For detail see the article
"Qutubuddin Azim Shah Banglar Ekjana Aparinato Sultan®, Jihasa (Journal of the Bangladesh Itilias Parishad) 23
rd year, No. -3, /1396 B.S. (1990) pp. 38-50

™ Sultani Amol, p. 310

" Rivaz. p 119

"™ Corpus. p 87

"I Discussed in this chapter under Nasiruddin Mahmud.

" Corpus. p %3

" Ibid. p.84

" Sultan bin as Sultan’ has been used by the sons of Sultans. viz. Shamsuddin Firuz's sons. [lvas’ son Sikandar and
lis son A'zam. Nasiruddin Mahmud's son Barbak and so on
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title"™ And Nasir the slave's coins and iscriptions are yet to be noticed. So, if the reading of the date 837
A H. 1s taken to be correet then the only person who might have used Ghivasuddin as lagab 1s Nasir the

slave.

Very recently we have had an opportumity to study another com of Nasiruddin Nusrat i a private
collection m Dhaka (Type B2) Up tll now only four comns of this Sultan have come to hight. Earlier than
the discovery of the com of BNM two Photostat copies of the coins of Nusrat were known But due to the
partial retention of the name Muy of the Sultan's name it could not be deciphered properly to acertam the
name of the Sultan These two comns and the comn of private collection are like com Tvpe B2 Till present

day mn all these four coms of the Sultan are known and all are of silver one tanka and of tola weight

The Dhaka collector's com 1s like the above mentioned coin Type B2, Sultan's name 1s also retamned
partially n this com. and the legends of both sides are to some extent the same as Type B2, This comn 1s
rather crude n exccution and the reverse marginal legend almost indistinet but the date 1s clear In this
com the date has not been placed m the middle of the mint name as type Bl Here the last portion of the
mint name 1s clear and the date written retrogately. The digit 8 is placed below digit three. It could be
normally read as 738AH. But we know that 738 was the date of Fakhruddin Mubarak. The name of the

mint is most probably Mu'azzamabad, which was imtiated in 760 Therefore the correct reading 15 837

It is interesting to notice that Ghivasuddin Nusrat did not proclaim any other honorific title but was
contended only with "Billaht'l Musta'in wa'l Musta'an'. It probably indicates the political turmoil of the

time and the position of the Sultan who was left only to the shelter of Allah.

The obverse legend of the comn 'Billah al-Mustain wal Mustan' 1s not commonly used m the coins of
Sultant Bengal already been mentioned carlier. Its only use was by Qutub ud din A'zam, who was
probably a pretender The date of the aforesaid coin and the similarnity of the legend with that of
Qutbuddin A'zam's indicates thar neamness in time. They are the issue of pretenders, as they did not claim
to be "Sultan b as Sultan” With the discovery of these coms the storv of Azimat and Nasirate. as the
two sons of Hamza who fought cach other for the throne'™. secem to be based on facts. The names ‘Nusrat'
(of Ghivasuddin Nusrat) and ‘A'zam’ (of Qutbuddin A'zam) phonetically tallys with Azimet and Nasiret.
If Qutubuddin A'zam was the son of Hamza he would mscribe * Sultan bin as Sultan’ on his comns and

likewise Ghivas uddm Nusrat

Therefore. we may conclude that Nusrat was the slave Nasir Khan Discovery of a couple of coms not

help us to ascertam an unknown event of history but can help us to bndge gaps and provide further

108

S. Ahmed. Inscriptions of Bengal Vol. IV. Varendra Research Museum, Rajshahi, 1960 pp. 49-67.
"™ Coins and Chronology. pp 80-87.
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information.  Therefore. so long the other coins bearing more information not discovered. we may
conclude that Nasir the slave proclamed limself sultan with the regal name Ghiyasuddin Nusrat Shah and

struck coms from the two munts viz. Firuzabad and Mu'azzamabad

Lastly the date on the com of Type Bl 1s 837AH though a chisel mark on the middle of the second digit
1¢on 3 creates a httle doubt it scems 1o be a clear 3, but there is the only other possibility of bemg 2
which means the date may be 827AH. But in 827 Jalaludin was on the throne of Bengal and his coins
dated 827 arc well known The sccond coin's date 1s considered to be 837 also. Therefore, it 1s reasonable
to read the date of BNM coin (B1) as 837AH

If the date 1s read as 827 then we shall have to admit that a pretender, Ghivasuddin Nusrat an unknown
ruled for sometime cither outside the pale of Jalaludin's empire or some part of Firuzabad. We know that
Jalaluddin ruled coutmuonshy and issucd coms from various mints regularly But if the date 1s read as 837

then Ghivasuddin Nusrat of the com can be identified with the slave Nasir Khan

On the basis of the above discussions we may conclude as follows.

1. The coms add a new name in the list of the Sultans of Bengal and the full regal name of the Sultan
was Ghnasud dunyva wa'd din Abu'l Mujahid Nusrat Shah as Sultan

2 Circumstantial evidence shows that he was identical with Nasir the slave and he ruled for a short
time, therefore. his cons are extremely rare.

3 The coms were struck at Firuzabad and Mu'azzamabad in 837AH

+ Ghivassuddin Nusrat's place will be between Shamsuddin Ahmad and Nasiruddin Mahmud and

he may be called Nusrat | and Nasiruddin Nusrat bin Husam will be Nusrat [1
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Mahmud Shahi  837-893/1434 - 1487

Shamsuddin Ahmad Shah. the last ruler of the family of Raja Ganesh. was murdered by the design of his
two slaves Shadi Khan and Nasir Khan After the death of their master they intrigued against one another
for the throne and Nasir succeded in assuming the throne by killing Shadi. But he could not rule for long
I'he Rivaz reported that he ruled only for seven days. i another report only for half a day' But the nobles
of the court were not sausfied with his rule and by killing Nasir they clevated to the throne one Nasir
Shah. one of the decendants of the family of llyas Shah® Who is known as Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah in
history. He and Ius three sons and one grand son ruled i Bengal for more than half a century, about 53
vears. As Nasir Shah was a decendant of Ilyas Shahi family. the family rule established by him which
continued for half a century s called the ‘Later llyas Shahn Dynasty' This naming has been accepted by
modern istonians Their basis is the report of the Tabagdt-i-Akbari and Tdirikh-i-Firishta’ But
Mukhapadhyay Mukhapadhyay raised the question that as there 1s no acertamned proof available about the
relaion of Nasir with llvas Shah. so the naming of 'Later Ilyas Shali' 1s not reasonable. And
Mukhapadhyay 1s m favour of calling this family '"Mahmud Shahi” Karim also supports Mukhapadhyay
We shall also call this famuly Mahmud Shahi. In total there are five rulers of the Mahmud Shali family as

already been mentioned., they are

I Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah

2 Ruknuddin Barbak Shah (son of Mahmud Shah)
Shamsuddin Yusuf Shah (son of Barbak Shah)
B Nuruddin Sikandar Shah (son of Mahmud Shah)
Jalaluddin Fath Shah (son of Mahmud Shah)

fad

L

" The Rivaz. p 119

“bid. p.119. Rivaz called him one of the grand -sons of Shamsud din. except Riyaz not a single book mentioned
him as grand- son of Hyas Shale CC Sultam Amol. p.261

* Discussed in Sultani Amol. p 261

" Dusho Bachhar. p 179

" This fanuly may be called as Mahmud Shahi family, opined by Karim, Sultani Amol, p.261
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1. Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah 837 - 864/1434 - 1459

After the murder of the slave Nasir, Mahmud was put on the throne by the nobles and lis full regronal
name 1s Nayir 1'd dunya wa'd din abit'l muzaffar - mwahid Mahmid Shih as has been known from his
coms and mscriptions. But Buchanan and following him W. Haig hold that both the Nasirs are identical.
However. Nasiruddin Mahmud. as a Sultan. enjoyed a peaceful and prosperous reign of 27 years” The
prospenty and tranquility of hus reign have been reflected through his coms. The most remarkable event of
his reign is the Mushm colonization and expansion of the Sultanat towards south Bengal. in Jessore-
Khulna, Bagerhat-Khahfatabad region by one of the gencrals, Khan Jahan Ali” Silver coins of Mahmud
have been found m abundance and there is a large number of his discovered gold coins reported to have

been found also. A few fractional coms in silver are also discovered.

No contemporany source i1s available to judge the reign of Mahmud Shah. the coins and inscriptions are
the only reliable source for the period”. Therefore. coins of Mahmud Shah are very important i providing
a proper chronology of the period. According to the legend gold comns of this Sultan may be classified into
six types. As regards the calligraphy and design, most of them are crudely executed and sometimes very
difficult to read from a photocopy. In all, eighteen gold coins of Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah have been
found: they are all one tanka gold of the tola weight standard. No fractional coin in gold has been found

The gold coms are as follows

Type Al Gold Tanka

The obverse bears i a lettered surface the legend in Arabic i four lines ay Sultan 'l Gdil - Nasir w'd
dunya wa'd din abii'l muahid Mahmiid Shah as-Sultan, ‘the just Sultan. helper of the world and religion

tather of the warrior Mahmud Shah the Sultan.'

The reverse bears the legend m a cirele m three lines ol muweyyvidie batavyvie ar Raohman Kbalitar Alldh bi
hugrat wal burhan. 'One strengthened by the support of the Meraiful vicegerent of Allah by proof and
testimony'. The margm outside the cirele 1s illegible. The weight of the comn s 1072 grams and the

. s ]
diameter 1s 2 lmm- preserved in the British Museum'™

“Ibid. p.265. Rivaz p 120

THB. 1L p 131 K GM. Latiful Bart, ed.. Bangladesh District CGazzetteers, Khulna. Dhaka: Bangladesh Govt.
Press1978. pp.43-47

" Sultani Amol. p.263

“ONS. No. 148. p 20 com no 13
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Type A2 Gold Tanka

There is only one gold com of this Sultan i the collection of Bangladesh National Museum. The obverse

bears n a cirele the legend i Arabie in three hnes Nasir ud dunya wa'd din abi'l mngahid Mahmiid Shéh

Sultan. "helper of the world and the religion, Father of the warrior Mahmud Shah Sultan

The reverse bears the legend in a airele/lettered surface in three hines the same as the reverse of above coin
no Al gold tanka There 1s no date or mint name. The weight 1s 1097 gram™ One comn of this type is ina
prvate collection i India But there 1s a vanation in design. the obverse 1s i a decorated circle and the

y I
reverse in a lettered surface and weight 1s 10 8 gram and 18 mm i diameter'

Stan Goron has reported i ONS no. 148 four coms of type A 2 preserved in the Kawale collection of
India. with some vanations m design. The obverse in double circle and the reverse legend in a decorated
aircle’”, obverse i a scrolled border and reverse in a decorated circle. the obverse in a rayed cirele having
dot in cach triangle and the reverse in a circle”; both sides have a decorated circle but with very crude
execution” Weight and measurement of these coins are 10.7 gram and 20 mm. 107 gram and 21 mm.
108 gram and 19 mm and 10.7 gram and 33 mm respectively. One com of the same type and similar to
Goron’s com no 8 1s m the collection of British Musecum having a better exceution Its weight 1s 10.79

I\'.
gram and 21 mm m diameter

Type A3 Gold Tanka

The obverse legend 15 the same as the Type A2 in a decorated circle but the reverse legend bears nasirn’l

Islam wa'l mustimin khullida mulkuhu. also m a decorated circle. "Helper of Islam and Muslims. may s
kingdom be perpetuated ™ The weight of the com 1s 109 gram and the diameter 15 24 mm. This com is

preserved in a private collection in India'

Type A4 Gold Tanka
The obverse legend s the same as the above coin Type A2 and A3 but i place of abii'l musahid there is
abit’l muzaffar The reverse. legend is the same as that of tvpes A | and A 2 but the legend 1s in five lines,

The comn is published in JASB 1904"

""BNM. Acc no.82' 171

"'J P.Goenka collection. Caleutta. India

“ONS. No.148. 1999.p 19 coin no.7

" Ibid, com no. 11 (Corpus Type. H.)

" Ibid. p 20, coin no 12

""ONS. no 148, comno v

" 1P Goenka Collection. India

" JASB. 1904 p 381 plix. no 3. described in The Cultural Interaction in South Asia by M. R. Tarafdar, p 167, coin
no. 18
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The mint name and date have disappeared Weight of the com is 166 gramns and the diameter 85 inches
There are five coms of the same legend mentioned above m Kawale collection, India described by Stan
Goron m ONS" Waghts range from 10.7 to 109 grams and diameter 21 10 22 mm. One gold com of

Type Ad s also m a private collection m India, weight of the comn is 10 8 gram and diameter 20 mm"”

Type A5 Gold Tanka

The obverse bears the legend in lettered surface in three lines in Arabic, the same as that of the above comn
Type A4 but the reverse legend in a decorated circle in three lines is as Type A3 e ndasiru'l islam wl
mushiminKhullicda mulkude: The weight 1s 107 gram and diameter 18 22 mm. This coin is preserved m the

Kawale collection m India and published by Stan Goron in ONS™

Tvpe A6 Gold Tanka (Lion Type)

The obverse of this tvpe bears within a cirele the figure of a hon with night forepaw raised and the
marginal legend bears the name of the Sultan Néasir u'd dunyad wa'd din abii’l muzaffar Mahmiud Shdh as
Sultan The reverse bears the legend in a cirele decorated with arabesques in the margin, the same as Type
Al 1cal muwavvidu ba tavvid . wal burhan, but the mint i1s Khazanah dated 849 The comn was struck in

the treasury n §49AH"

A couple of gold coms of Nasiruddin Mahmud have ongmally been mentioned by S. A Shere in JNSI,

Stan Goron reported this in ONS but without any description™
Silver coins

Nasiruddin Mahmud's Silver coms are abundant having vaned designs and legend formulas All lus silver
cons are of one tola weight standard. A few fractional coms m silver are also known but they are veny

rarc. According to the legend his silver coms are as follows

Type Bl Silver Tanka (Kalima Type)

The obverse bears v a circle the Kalima i three lines, 1a ilaha illa Allahu Muhammad ur Raxil Allah.
There 1s no God but Allah. Muhammad s the Messenger of Allah' The marginal legend outside the circle
reads duriba haghis stkkam fi al Firizabad sanah 837 The date wnitten retrogated also the second digit

reversal. “Tis comn was struck in the Firuzabad (mmt) vear 837

'* ONS. No. 148, pp. 18-19.

'] P Goenka Col lection, Caleutta

“'ONS no. 148, coin no 10 p 19,

* Vasant Chowdhuny and Parimal Ray, "Hitherto unknown lion mohur of Nasir ud din Mahmud Shah of bengal *,
Comage and Feonomy of North Fastern Statex of India, mentioned by Goron in ONS. no 148 _p.21 .fn 2.

“ONS. no. 148, p 21 [ no 3
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The reverse legend 15 m a multiforl in Arabic. and in four lines ay Sultan w'l ‘ddil Nayir u'd dunva wa'd din
ahit'l mwahd Mahmiid Shah ax Sultan. The just Sultan. helper of the world and relation. father of the

warnior Mahmud Shah the Sultan™

This tvpe 1s also been found wath the reverse legend i a square and lettered surface (SCA.L 839, 840) but
the obverse 1s alwasy in a circle having the marginal legend with mint name and date. The margin of SCA
comn no 839 bears the mint Firuzabad. Also another con of the same type of Firuzabad mint dated 848 in
the collection of BNM was found in the Bagerhat hoard 1s double struck on the obverse The weight s
10.42 dia 27 mm (K3 148)

Another coin of the same type found in a private collection where both sides are in arcles™ The mint

name is Arash Jargawn (Chatgawn) dated 839

Type B2 Silver Tanka (Al 'adil Type)

The obverse 1s the same legend as Type Bl's reverse. The reverse legend 1s in a arcle ghawy w'l Islam
wa'l mushmin. "Defender of Islam and the Mushms' The marginal legend 1s indistinet but the date is 838
In the margim the digit 3 15 retrograted. The above mentioned two tvpes. (B1, B2) indicate that the
numismatic activity of Nasiruddin Mahmud started with these Kalima types. and the carly coins with the
ttle ers Swltann’l il are almost announcing that evervbody will get justice. As he came to power as a
result of a revolution so this type of reassurance was the need of the hour In Types Bl and B2 even the
gold Tyvpes Al A2 and A3 all bear the Kunvah of the Sultan Abii'l Muyahid only, though he used 'Abul

Muzaffar’ also

Type B3: Silver Tanka (al ‘adil Type)

The obverse legend 1s the same as type B2 1e with as Sultan 'l Gdil legend i a multifoil. But the reverse
legend 15 the same as the reverse legend of Type Al m a cirele In the margin the circular legend contains

the mmt name Dakbd Bargalivah but the date 1s illcgihlc”

Type B4 Silver Tanka

The obverse i circle with scroll de coration on the margin outside the circle. The legend 1s the same as

Type A2 In the margin only the date 841 1s readable The reverse legend is heavily cut and shroff marked.
The margmn is decorated Most probably this type 1s the same as Type A2, which bears on the reverse al-
muwayyid ba (@yyid ar Rahman khalifandiah bil hujjat wa'l burhan. Like the above type there is a coin of

a big flan with scrolled marginal decoration encircled by another circle and a cluster of pillet border in
SCA coin No. 825

' Prvate Collection. Jhon S. Deyell. Canada
“Dr. Ishaq Imam. Dhaka
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The reverse margin 1s between two aircles decorated with the mint name 'Dakhil Banjalivah' but without

any date. The diameter of the comn is 30 mm.

Type B3 Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the legend 1e the name of the Sultan with the Kunyah ahi’l muyahid. (Father of the

warrior) Itis the same as the obverse legend of Type B4

The reverse legend 15 a circle nasir 'l Islam wa'l muslimin khullida mulkuhie, "Helper of Islam and the
Muslims may s hindgom be perpetuated’ The legend scems to be the same as Type A3 but the margin s

illegible.

Some comns of this tvpe bear on the margin different designs, so there are some variations in this type also
One vanation has cight double half circles with dot in it. The central circle contains the legend on the
obverse. The reverse 1s i a double circle: the mner one 1s made of cight ares (Rajgor 330) Another
vanety 1e bears on the obverse a raved circle having a dot in each triangle i the margin. The reverse of

var. 2 has a marginal legend outside™

Type B6. Silver Tanka

The obverse. m a plan arca or i a circle. bears the name of the Sultan with the Kunyah abii! muzaffar,

'Father of victon' The reverse bears the same legend as the reverse legend of Type BS also m a circle

This type 1s also same as the gold tanka Type A6.

Tvpe BT Silver Tanka

The obverse legend contams the name of the Sultan with the Kunyah abit! muzaffar just as type B6 in a

decorative bordered circle There exist vanceties with different designs

The reverse bears also n a decorative bordered circle the legend i Arabic af muwayyidu ha tavyid ar
Rethman khalifadlah bil huppar wa'l burhan, ‘one strengthened by the support of the Merchiful, Khalifa of
Allah by proof and testimomy’. This reverse legend 1s the most popular and generously used in the coins of
Mahmud and s son Ruknuddin Barbak According to Kanm this was a reaction to the claim of
Khahfatullah utle by the convert Jalaluddin. This com issued from Muhammadabad nmunt The date 1s

illegible weight of the com 1s 10°62 gram and diameter 23mm.

* SCA, Coin no. 824. pl 49
* Rajgor 340.8CA 831
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There are many vancties m this type, The reverse legend may be regarded as the dynastic formula for the
coms of Mahmud Shah and Ruknuddin Barbak Shah though the later Sultans of the family viz. Yusuf.

Sikandar 11, and Fath did not use it at all (Cat no 272)

iy ilver Tank
An important variety of this type 1s ‘ehharra’ or umbrella type. The legends of the both sides are the same
as Type B7 But the obverse legend 1s placed beneath an umbrella of semi circle with a fringe of six
tnangles and with a long stick i the middle The reverse design 1s a mulufoil or scalloped circle. The
mint 15 llegible but the date 1s 836, In this variety, the name Mahmud 1s i the beginning of hine three but
most of the cases the greater part of 'Mahmud' 1s off the flan (Cat no.269), There 1s another kind of

chhatra used i the coms of Mahmud. discussed in Type B10.

Type B7 (b) Silver Tanka

The legend on both sides are the same as Type B7 but the design either both i cirele (Ve b) mint Satgaon

dated 856 (Cat no 270) or both sides are in a decorative circle (Vre). nmunt also Satgaon dated 858
(Catno.271)

Type BT (vi_d)_ Silver Tanka

Another mtercsting vanety of Type B7 1s in a decorative circle, The margin out side the circle is designed
with a cluster of spear heads (7). The reverse in Tughra character s artistically executed The munt is

Muhammadabad. the date 8-7. the tenth is dlegible (Cat no 272)

Tyvpe BT (vr ) Silver Tanka

Variety ¢ of Tyvpe B7 bears the design of the obverse in a half circle in the upper part contaiming Nasir u'd
dunya. The reverse m a circle has the mint name Mu'‘azzamabad and date 856. Weight of the coin is 10.63

gram and diameter 21 mm (Catno. 273)

Type BY Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the legend in Arabie, the same as the obverse legend of Type B6 m a plan area. There

are varities of designs in this type, in a single multifoil, mn a double multifoil.

The reverse bears the legend m a cirele. ghauyu’l Islam wa'l muslimin khallada Allah, “The help of 1slam
and the Mushms may Allah perpetuate’. The com streuk i the mint Mubammadabad, dated 858 One
variety BS (a) issucd from the undeciphered mint, Suhur (7) or Sitpur (?) (Cat.no.275). The date is not

clear n IMC. 1l com No 117 Variety B8 (b) issued from the mint Fathabad date not sure (Cat.no.276).
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Another com of this type which may be classified as Type BX (c). The legends on both sides are the same
as Type BX but on the reverse wath the addition of mulkahu wa swltanuh after khallada Allah 1e may
Allah perpetuate lus kingdom and his power. The mint 1s not meatined but date 1s 860 IMC. Il com No

121 (p 163)

Tyvpe BE (d). Silver Tanka

The obverse 1s the same as Type BR and the reverse legend 1s the same as the reverse of Type BX but
omitting khallada Allah. dated 851(7) IMC. Il, comn No 120, P 165 In IMC not a single comn s illustrated
so the legend could not be venfied. No com of this type and sub type with the legend ghausi't Islam wal
Muxlimin was found i the BNM collection or any private collection. Most probably there 1s a word nai'h
as the type R(a) of our specimen shows (Catno 275 a) But the word ndir'’h remamned unnoticed to the
scholars. Even Bhattasali could not trace out this word”' and the munt is not Khazanah, a clear

had 1s there

Tyvpe BY: Silver Tanka

The obverse 1s same as Type B6. B7 and BS. The reverse bears a legend similar to the reverse legend of

Type B but with the benedication and with the addition of the word Nasir after Muslimin 1.¢. ghausu'l
Istam wa'l mustimin nésir Probably it was an incomplete sentence duc to the shortage of space. It may be

‘Nasiru'l Islam wal Muslimin® or ‘Nasiru Amiru’l Muminin® Generally the flans of these cons are small

Tape BIO- Silver Tanka

The obverse bears a legend similar to the obverse legend of coin Type B6. But the reverse legend is naih

ghausu'l Istam wa'l muslimin khallada Allah. Deputy of the defender of Islam and the Muslims. may
Allah perpetuate (lus kingdom). with munt Muhammadabad, and dated 858, The weight is 10°63 gramand
diameter 23 mm There are varicties i this type B10 according to their designs of the obverse and

reverses

Tvpe B10O (a) Sulvar Tanka

The coin 1s the same as Type B 10 The obverse legend 1s m a multiforl and the reverse legend seems to be
in a plam arca issued from Nasirabad dated 858 10 78 gram and diameter 23 mm Type B10O (b). The
obverse legend and reverse m a decorative cirele (with a cluster of ogee curved motifs). muint Dar u'd Darb
and the date 859 Type BI0 (¢) the obverse legend 1s in a double multifoil. the reverse is in a decorative
circle hke vanets Type 10 (b) It has a pecubar mnt name. which 1s very difficult to read. It looks like

‘Shuhur' plural of Shahr On some coms with a prifix Darud Darb Shuhur. It may be read as Tipur or Sipur

* N K. Bhattasali. Catalogue of Coins Collected by Savvid A S M. Taifoor of Kawser lHouse, Dacca, and presented to
the Dacea Musennr. Dacca 1936 (Henceforth. Tafoor Collection), p22, coin no. | 16.plLI1V.
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or even Simur. Could 1t be Tipur for Tripura or Sipur for Sripur i Dhaka” A niver port of considerable

transactions of cloth n the medieval age™ Clearly engraved coins may solve this in the future

Type BIO (d): Silver Tanka

The obverse and reverse legends are same as Type B10 but the obverse design 1s a broad decorative
bordered circle of arabesques in between tow circles The mner circle 1s made up of multicusps (foils) and
the reverse the same as the obverse design but between two circles. 1t s big flanned unusual to Mahmud's
coms. The diameter 1s 31 mm, Weight 1s 10 45 gram. struck from the mint Khazanah. 1.¢ treasury dated

858 It 1s probably a Najrana (presentation) coin,

Type B10 (e). Silver Tanka

"Chhatra’ or Parasol type. the obverse bears the legend in a circle of dots, the upper part of which contains
a beautrful parasol having a decorative fringe of five loops. The reverse legend contains in a scrolled and

decorative aircle. Mint Darud Darb dated 838, but the (dal) letter 1s placed reversely, diameter 25 mm

Type BI10 (f) Silver Tanka

Another form of the parasol type. The obverse depicts on the top an umbrella having no covering,

probably a canopy of six tnangular fringes

The reverse 18 m a decorated circle made by a cluster of small semi-circles: The mint name 1s problematic

and may be read as Fathabad dated 858AH

Type BIO (2). Silver Tanka

Both sides have legends ina circle but the lettering is crude. There 1s no mint or date

Type B11: Silver Tanka

The obverse bears m a mulufoil the name of the Sultan like the legend of Type B6 1.¢ with the Kunyah
abit'l muzaffar The reverse legend is the same as the legend of Type B10 i arayed circle but khallada
Allah at the end has been replaced by nasir in Type B11 Ther 1s no mint name on the com dated to 836AH

weight 1s 10535 gram and diameter is 24 mm

Tvpe Bl (a) Silver Tanka

The obverse legend 1s i an octagon formed by interlacing squares having small cross in each segments

The reverse 1s i a shallow multifoiled circle having a reverse course inside and two dots in cach curve of

the mner reverse foill. Mint Dar ud Darb dated 862 Weight 10°3 gram. diameter 25 mm.

7 H Blochmann 'Contributions.” JASB.no 3. 1873.pp.230-23
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Type Bl (b) Silver Tanka

Both sides are m a reved aircle encircled by an outer cirele. There 1s no date and mint

Type 11 € Silver Tanka
The obverse 1s plam and the reverse legend s o a arcle Lettering s cured mint scems to be
Muhamadabad or Mahmudabad

Type BI2: Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the legend i seven cirelets with in a arcle and between cach pair a ereseent in the
border, n three circles the word Swltan and mn four circles Ndsir Shah including the central circle. both the
words are placed alternately. The reverse bears the legend which 1s the same as the reverse legend of Type
B11 The nunt scems to be Fathabad dated 838AH With same design also struck from the central mint
Dar u'd Darb dated also 834

Type B12 (a) Silver Tanka
The obverse design s same as Type B12 But the reverse legend 1s i a crcle. It was struck from
Mahmudabad or Muhammadababd dated 834, 359,

Type B13: Silver Tanka
The arrangement 1s the same as Type B12 in seven small circles but the reverse legend is which 1s similar

to the reverse legend of Type B7 within a decorative but indistinet border. The nunt and date are illegible

Type B14: Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the figure of a lion to the right m a arcle and the margmal legend outside the circle
contams the name of the Sultan as i B6 obverse 1.¢ with the Kunyah Abu'l Muzaffar The reverse legend
i1s the same as the reverse legend of Type B6 Varities exist with the lion to the left and with the reverse
margmal omamentations This type was issued from the mints Dur ud Darb. Satgaon and Khazanah all
dated 849

Tyvpe BIS_Silver Tanka
The obverse legend 1s the same as the obverse legend to Type B4 and BS. The reverse bears only a
benediction Kfallada Allahn mulkahu wa Sultanahu ' May Allah perpetuate his Kingdom and his power’

This 1s the first com struck without any religious affiliation ke Kalima. or Khilafat or ‘helper of the
Mushms or Islam' but only the benediction. Another important thing is that this is the first comn struck in
Khalifatabad dated 848AH - Several coms have been found which confirm that the conquest of the

southern most part of the Sultanat was completed dunng the time of Mahmud Shah
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Type B? and B of Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah are worthy to be mentioned here. One Type B bears the
last date of his raign 863 but munt 1s not found on the com and another one the mint has been read as
‘Arsah Chatgaon but having no date It indicates that as a 'Arsah Chatgaon was under the Sultanat,
Therefore not only the ity of Bengala (Dakhil Bangalivah) but also Chatgaon was within the junsdiction
of Mahmud's realm A Chinese source also corroborates this” As Mahmud had sent enussaries to China .

the port of Chittagong was used and 1t was under the control of the Bengal Sultan

Type B16: Silver half Tanka

Both sides are in a circle and the legend 1s the same as Type BY

Type B17. Silver one eighth Tanka (Y th )

The obverse bears in a lettered surface the legend i two lines most probably a/ muwayvad. The reverse is

also m lettered surface av Sulian. Though in the Catalogue of SCA @oron gave the reading of the obverse

d|
as Nasir Shah

Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah mitiated s numismatic activity with the striking of the coms of the Kalima
type dated 837 1.¢ Type BI s the earliest coin as revealed from the date and it was struck from the capital
Firuzabad No Kalima tvpe gold comn has been found nor any gold coin with a clear date. except the lion
type. So. it s very difficult to assign the carliest gold com tyvpe Other carly coms are Types B2, B3, and
B4 m silver and Type Al m gold Most probably the coms with the Kunyah of the Sultan "Abu’l Mujalud’
were the carly types In these coms he proclammed Sultanna'l 'Adil 1.¢ 'the just Sultan' and the Kunyah
‘Abul Mujahid' indicates the political condition of the Sultanat. After a revolt and killing of the previous
Sultan Mahmud was put on the throne. so at the one hand he was assuring the subjects through the com
message that a just Sultan was on the throne. thercefore. no body should worry about justic and on the
ohter hand 'Father of warrior' indicates that the Sultan 1s capable of quelling all sorts of disorders. The
reverse legend of Types Al B3, and B4 reveals that the Sultan 1s 'strengthened by the support of the
Merciful and he 1s vicegerent of Allah by proof and testimony'. The reverse legend of Type B2 declares
that the Sultan is the succor of Islam and the Muslims. Therefore, all these rehgions proclamations and his
Kunyvah may indicate of s carly unstable condition right after the assumption of power. It 1s reported n
Iustory " that by killing Nasir the slave. the nobles put Mahmud on the throne. This may not be the whole
truth. "Khahfatullah bil hupat wal burhan’ indicates some sort of reaction against the previous ruler
Jalaluddin's claim of 'Khalifatullah' only. As Karim has nghtly explained in lus Courpus™ The Kalima is
not been used as a com legend i the later penod of Mahmud's coins probably not later than 847AH,

neither the legend as Sultanu'l “Adil 1s found on his later period coins. Probably after overcoming the carly

' Dusho Bachhar (Emnssaries were send twice during the reign of Mahmud Shah in 1438-1439 C E ).p. 187
" SCA. p 54. coin no 841

" Ibid, p 54, coin no 842

“Corpus. p Sultam Amol p CCCUM.p

187



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

cnsis and after consolidation of his power he abandoned these legends (Kalima, 'Sultanul "Adil','Abul
Mujahid'). Instead he just introduced the plamn name Nasiru'd dunya wad din Abul Muzaffar Mahmud
Shah as Sultan as s com's obverse legend and 'Helper of Islam and the Mushms' (Types AS. BS and B6)

or ‘succour of Islam and the Mushms' for the reverse legend (coin Type BS, BY)

But the legend al-Muwayvid ba tar'vidi'r Rahman Khalifatullah il hujjat wa'l burhan’ has been m use as a
com legend throughout his reign. This title reveals that he had clevated himscelf to the magmificent position
of Khalifatullah by proof and testimony. What kind of proof he had. has never been mentioned by any
scholar or books of history  Only Karnm took 1t as a rcaction among the polititcal circle against
Jalaluddin's assumption of the utle Khalift Allah. He commented that "as 1f these coins were 1ssued to
declare that if the conmvert Jalal al-din Mubammad Shah could assume the utle Khalifat Allah. Nasiruddin
Mahmud and Rukn al din Barbak Shah being Muslims by birth, were ehigible to claim a far stronger title
te they were Khalifat Allah bi'l hujjat wa'l burhan™ No contemporary reference is available to judge
these conditions nor even the later sources like Rivaz or Finshta commented on this issue. So. whether he
did bring any recognition. mvestiture or appomtment form the Khalifa of Iskam i Egypt. which may serve
as a proof or testimony. 1s not known. But it might be assumed that Jalaluddin Muhammad became so

well established as "Khahitar Allah' that there were no other ways but to proclaim a bolder title on the part
of Mahmud

Mahmud also mtroduced a completely new formula 'Naib Ghawsu'l Islam wal Mushimin® (Type B10) for
his coms it means “Deputy to the succour of Islam and the Muslims' In that case the chief would mean the
Prophet himself. why he adopted this legend is not mentioned by any source. So, it is very difficult to
explam 1t properly  Nasiruddin Mahmud retained for his coins the style. legend and designs of the
previous reign viz Kahma, as Sultan al' Adil'. But wath an addition to Khahtfat Allah. bl hupat wa'l
burhan. and the Tughra characters and the lon motif  But Nasiruddin Mahmuds hon and Tughra
characters i companson to Jalaluddin' are less graceful m exccution and arrangement. It seems as if
suddenly the engravers of the period of Jalaluddin disappeared and a new set of people were appointed for
the task. Lion Types i two different poses are also found. In most of the cases hions are standing to the
right (Type BI1) but m at least one coin the lion s on the left™). The other formulas (Nasirul Islam wal
Mushn/Ghawsu'l Islam wa'l Mushmin) also more or less copied from the previous reign of Jalaluddin
indicate that after the extinction of the family of Ganesh there was no claimant for the throne other than
the Muslims and the same nobility raised Mahmud to the throne who once served Jalaluddin and Ahmad
Shah. Therefore. it may fairly be assumed that whatever reactionary survived after the second assumption

of power by Jalaluddin they were dealt with very effectively by Jalaluddin so there was no such clement

" Corpus. pp 169 &173. CUMC. p.17
Y SCA. pl.49.coin no.821
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present duning Mahmud's reign. Therefore, continuity in the numismatic tradition may be seen without

any particular ngid affibation of the family

Besides the hon type Mahmud introduced in lus comage some new formula, designs and certain roval
emblems. He mtroduced for the first time i the Mushm numismatics of Bengal the "Chhatra” umbrella
design. seven circlets to contan his name part as Sultan'. and 'Nasir Shah. and a new style for the com
legend Both sides jonthy contain the legend, the obverse has the first part. name of the Sultan with the
Kunyah Abu'l Mujalid and the reverse contans the benediction, prosperity for his Sultanat. This Type
B4 bears a new mint which 1s very sigmficant and corroborates the annexation of south west Bengal to
the realm of Mahmud. The mmt name 1s 'Khalifatabad' dated 846 and 848 And the Kunyah Abul Mujahid
indicates that i the carly penod of Mahmud's reign Mushm expansion had reached the southernmost part
of the country . On the basis of local tradition it may assumed that Khan Jahan Ali by clearing of the
Jungles of the Sunderbans laid the foundation of the city of Khalifatabad and made 1t lus headquarter. A
hoard of 360 sultant silver coms was found in 1981 from Bagerhat town while digging for road repaining,
In this hoard most of the coins were of Mahmud and the carhiest dated one was from 839AH. This rejects
the notion of the historians that Nasiruddin Nusrat Shah during lis governorship in 922 struck coins for
the first time for the Khalifatabad mint. This coin 15 a new type of coin of Mahmud Shah i respect of
legend. mint name and date (846) He also struck coins with Tughra Character for the reverse legend of a

particular com Type B7 (d) (Cat.no.272)

One of the most notable coms of Mahmud 1s his 'Chhatra tvpe'. the roval parasol for the first time
Bengal. On these coms an umbrella has been depicted on the upper part and below the parasol the name of
the Sultan 1s engraved  The reverse margin s decorated with a scroll. The legends of these coins are the
same asType BIO. There are several vaneties of umberlla, one 1s with a stick in the middle, another has
only the top covermg having seven tnangles. These coms are struck from Fathabad dated 858 The munt is
not certain and dated 834 Mint Darud darb dated 858 The design and dates indicate that in the last part of

his reign Mahmud ruled i a peaceful and prosperous country

Karim mentioned only three nunts of Nasiruddin Mahmud in lus Corpus. Mahmudabad dated 858 and
862. Fathabad date not surc and Khazanah™ But at present from the new discoveries of coins at least nine
new munts and vanous new dates have been ascertamed. they are as follows Dakhil Bamjalivah dated 842
This mint was first started by Jalaluddin and was continued by s son Ahmad and also by Mahmud. This
mint produced com Type B3, and it significs the prospenity of mariime trade. That a new munt
necessitated there in the port city to supply currency. Another new mint Khalifatabad dated 846. Then al
Firuzabad dated 845, though it may be assumed that there must have been a mint in the capital, Having

the name of Firuzabad com s discovered for the first ime and a con of this type is found in the Bagerhat
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hoard (Cat.no.25%)  Also a couple of coms were found bearing the mint name Muazzamabad but the date
not clear. Muhamadabad dated 837, 838 Arsah Satgaon, another mint came to light, coins of this mint is
dated 856, 858 Nasirabad a new mint after the name of the Sultan bearing the date 858, probably old place
has been renamed afier lim. most probably the capital. Another new name which is difficult to decipher
which may be read as ‘Shuhur'. plural of 'Shahr’ city. but it may be read as Sipur of Sitpur. Sipur for
Snipur. a niver port and gan)) in Dhaka, once was famous for Muslin and other business. But it cannot be
'Sabta hara' as rcad by some scholars™. Sometimes this name occurs on the coin prefixed with Darudd
Darb Individual Darub Darb also been found on the comns of Nasiruddin Mahmud. He as lcast introduced

three new mints, Dakhil Bamjahyah, Khalifatabad and the problematic one Sipur or Shuhur.

These munts of Mahmud show that all of Bengal was under hiscontrol from North to South up to the
Sundarban and on the cast upto Chatgaon The mint Dakhil Banjalivah was just opposite to Chatgaon city
On the other hand considerable number of coins of Muhmud without any mint name and date have been
discovered. Many of lus Silver coms bear no mint or date. there 1s no provision of placing the mint name
or date on the com Very recently one hoard, with such comns numbering about 170, has been found in

Chittagong

The last date of Nasiruddin Mahmud'scoms may be fixed m 863AH. His imscnption of Pandua. Maldah
also dated 28th Zul Hipah863AH. Therefore, 1t 1s apparent that he ruled upto the end of the vear 863, and
probably died i the carly part of the next vear 1.¢ 864AH.

The next Sultan. the son and successor of Mahmud. Ruknuddin Barbak mscribed a stone inscription dated
Ist Jumada 1. X64 with the full regal title ay Sultan 'l ‘adil Ruknud dunya wadd din abiil muzaffar Barbak
Shah ibn Mahmid Shah Sultan’ It reveals that Nasiruddin Mahmud's death occured between
Muharram864/October 1439 to Jumada I 864/23rd February 1460, So, Mahmud ruled for 27 years, which

1s consistant with the "another account' of Rivaz™

" Corpus. p 84. and Tablc 11
" SCA. p.54. coin no. 832

¥ Shamsuddin Ahmed. Inscriptions of Bengal. vol 1V, Rajshahi: Varendra Research Museum, 1960 (henceforth 1B,
IV.) pp 70-71

¥ Riyaz. p 120
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2. Ruknuddin Barbak Shah 864 — 879 /1459 - 1474

After the death of Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah his son and successor Ruknuddin Barbak ascended the
throne in 864/1439 He ruled upto 879/1474 His father’s last inscniption 1s dated 28 Zu'l Hijjah. 863/26
Oct 1459" so that Mahmud's death could reasonably be fixed in 864AH in which year his son succeeded
him  Prior to that Barbak served as a governor of the Satgaon region as a crown prince”’. as indicated by
the Tribem mscription of Barbak Shah In this inscription Barbak Shah was designated as Malik al-"adil
al-Bazil al Kanil Barbak Shah hin Mahmid Shah as Sultan and only Barbak Shah, only his father 1s given
the title “as Sultan - But n other inscriptions of Barbak dating from 864 he used the full regal utle with as
Sultanu'l ‘adil Rukmi d cunyd wa'd din abii’l muzaffar Barbak Shah It is to be noted here that even the
Tribeni inscription does not bear his regnal title Ruknuddin® . But n four coms of Barbak Shah dated 862,
he used the full regal name Ruknuddin abu'l muzaffar Barbak Shah with the title 'as Sultan™ On the
reverse of these said coins he used the formula af Muwayyid ba tavid ar Rahman Khalifatulldh bi 'l Hujjar
wa'l burhan. which s the full regnal name As there 1s no report of revolt agamst his father and as he
succeeded his father so it may be concluded that Barbak was allowed to strike coins in his own name
during his father's hifetime®™. Probably Mahmud Shah initiated the practice of nominating a crown prince

1o avoid the problem of succession who was permitted to 1ssue comns in his own name.

Barbak Shah issued coms in three metals, gold, silver and copper Gold coins are scarce. On the contrary
many silver coms from various mints including Dar u'd darb (the mint) and Khazanah (the treasury), have
been reported. All the coms were struck following the tola weight standard No fractional coms of Barbak
Shah m stlver have been reported but only a single coppr comn 1s known. Com types of Barbak Shah are as

follows
Gold Coins
Only two gold coins of Barbak Shah have been published in ONS no. 148 by Stan Goron in 1996

Type Al Gold Tanka

The obverse bears i a circle the Kalima @ ilaha illa Allahu Muhammadur Rasil Allah. Dar v 'd darb 873

The Mushim profession of faith, “there 1s no God but Allah Muhammad His messenger struck in the mint

m 8737 Margin unread. probably the names of the first four Khahifa

Y JASB. (1873). pp. 271-272. 1B, IV pp. 60-62
"HMB. 1 A. p. 168
1B, IV. p 68-6Y
* Corpus. p.%6. Abdul Karmi."A Umque Coin of Sultan Ruknuddin Barbak Shah of Bengal”. JASP. IV, 1959,
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The reverse bears the legend also i a circle, in Arabic, darbas Sultane’l a'dal/al a’zam Barbak Shah
Sultanthn Mahmiid Shah Sultan Khallada Allahu Mulkhahu wa Khilafatuhu, — Margin Indistinet™
(Cat no 300).

Type A2: Gold Tanka

The obverse bears the legend in a arcle divided by two honzontal lines into three segments. The first

segment contains /G ilaha illa Allahu, the second segment Muhammadur Raxil Allah and the third one

contains ay Su/tan The margin out side the circle is unread and the lettering is indistinet.

The reverse bears the legend with the same arrangement as the obverse. The first segment contains al-
a’zam. second segment Barbak Shéh Sultdn thn and third segment contains Mahmiid Shah Sultan 1e “The

great Barbak Shah Sultan son of Mahmud Shah Sultan. The margm s mdistmet (Cat. no. 301)

It 15 to be noted that the silver version of this type. Type BS contains in the second segment after Rasail
Allah the word “as Sultan” while the third segment of the silver contains the word ‘al 'Alim al-Adil' which
15 completely absent m the gold tanka. Likewise the reverse legend starts in the first segment in silver with
the word a/ a zam al mu azzam while in gold con, al-mu azzam is missing™ . The Type A2 coin is in the
Al Sayyed collection The weight and measurement of the coin 1s unavailable, as Stan Goron has reported.

No denominational gold coin of Barbak Shah has been found
Silver coins

On the basis of legends the silver com types are eleven in number. There are no fractional coms of the

Sultan

Type B1. Silver Tanka
The obverse bears the Kalima in a circle n three lines. The fourth line contains the mint name Dar u'd

darh 1. the house of striking (of the coin) and the date in numerals, 864,

The reverse bears the name of the Sultan along with the parentage in Arabic in five lines: as Sultan/ihn u'y
Sultdin Rukn w'd-cinya wa d din abic | mujahid Barabak Shah as Sultan ibn Mahmiid Shah as Sultan”The

Sultan, son of the Sultan. pillar of the world and religion, father of the warrior Barbak Shah the Sultan son
of Mahmud Shah the Sultan

L ONS 148, 1996. p 20 com No_ 14
"ONS, 148, p. 20. coin No. 13
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Type B1 coms have the cirele in the obverse. The reverse 1s in general, 1s i a lettered surface. Though the
legends are the same. different letterings have been found and from the munts of Dar u'd darb” (Cat. no
302). Khazanah. Muhammadabad and "Arsah Satgaon Issucs of all four mints of Type Bl coms are dated
864

vpe B2 Silver T,
The obverse bears in a raved cirele the Kalima in three lines like the above com Type Bl but without mint

name, the date 18 867 in numerals.

The reverse is i a lettered surface. The legend 15 same as Type B but in place of abill muihid of Type
Bl n Type B2 is abii/ muzaffar, “Father of the victory” The calligraphy of this coin is comparatively

clegant. There is one coin of this type in the Taifoor collection*’ (Cat.no. 303)

Type B3: Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the legend. the Kahma in a decoratve circle in three lines ke Type Bl and B2 and the
fourth linc contains the mmt name and date Dar u'd darh 867 The border omamentation has been
described by Bhattasal (T Collection 133) and following him Karim in the Corpus has described 1t as a
raved circle. But there 1s a sharp difference between these two rays Type B2 obverse and Type B3
obverse. In Type B2 the rays are tnngular and in type B3 they are flambouyant™ The reverse has an
omamental border composed of double semu circular rising sun motif outside a circle, the legend Rukn u'd
duny@ wa ad din abi’l muzaffar Barbak Shah as Sulian 1bn Mahmid Shahas Sultan There is only

Sultan’s name wathout any mitial title prefixed to his regal title Rukn u'd din®’ (Cat.no 304).

Type Bd: Silver Tanka

The obverse has a decorative bordered circle the Kalima in three lines and the fourth hine has  the nunt

name and date. which looks like arba” but probably 1s a corrupt of Dar u d darh

The reverse bears the legend. i a circle bordered with decorations. Drah as Sultdnu’l o dal al a 'zam
Barbak Shah Sultan thn Mahmiid Shah Sultan khallada Allahu mulkahw wa Sultdnahu (7). "Stnke of the
Sultan, who 1s just. the great Barbak Shah Sultan son of Mahmud Shah Sultan may Allah perpetuate his
kingdom and power '

The last word in the last line has been read as Jannatabad in BMC™. In IMC the reading of coin no. 146
is Khalifar Altah Khazanah But the photograph of the coin shows that the reading of “Khalifat Allah’ is

" Corpus, p. 93. Type N: Tarfoor Collection. p. 25. No. 130
" Corpus, p.93Type P. Taifoor Collection, p. 26, No. 133

" SCA, No. 851 P1

* BMC p 37 coin No %0
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faulty Admitting the degencrated and crude writings of the period of Barbak. if we read 1t accepting the
"Alif of Allah before the “Dal” of "Khallada™ then the reading scems to be more correct. The reading of the
obverse after the Kalima i IMC should be 'Khazanah' (Cat no. 305).

Type BS: Silver Tanka
The obverse bears the Kalima i a decorative circle m two lings and cach line 1s underhined by two
horizontal hines ito three chambers, the last one of which contamns a/ ‘@lim al ‘adil, The leamed and the

Just’

The reverse arrangement 15 the same as the obverse and the legend contams i the first chamber o/ @ zam
al mu a zzam. " The supreme the great” The sceond chamber Barbak Shah as Sultdn thn. the third chamber
Mahmiid Shah ax Sultdn 1. “the learmed and the just Barbak Shah Sultan son of Mahmud Shah the
Sultan’

In general this type bears no mint name or date, but a com illustrated in SCA no. 852 has the mint name of
Barabakabad but no datc This type 1s also available in various sizes. At least three size can be noticed and
several stvle of wntings from crude to fine and plain design to decorative circles but cach type bears the
honzontal two lines dividing the legend into three chambers,

Type B6 or Tanka ir.
The obverse bears the name of the Sultan in Tughra characters Rukn w'd dunya wa d din abi 1 muyahid

Barbak Shath as Sidian.” Pillar of the world and religion father of the warnior Barbak Shah the Sultan

The reverse bears the legend in a arcle as Sultan bin ay Sultdn, *Sultan son of the Sultan™ and the mnt
name Dar i d dark the date m numerals 1s 864 margimal legend around the circle, not always distinet but
seems 10 be khallada Allahu mulkahu wa Sultanahu wa a’la amruhu wa shanuhi, *May Allah perpetuate
his power and kingdom and may his orders and prestige be upholded.” This type 1s also struck from the
mints Khazanah and Arsah Chatgaon or Barbakabdad (?) with the same date, 864,

7_Siulver Tanka (Tughr
The obverse bears the same legend as Type B6 in Tughra in a circle. The reverse bears i a circle ghawsul
Islam wa'l Muylimin, Nasirdbad 864 'Shelter of Islam and the Muslims, Nasiruabad mint and date 864"

The marginal legend outside, within another circle. same as the above com's legend 1.c khallada Allahu

mulkahu wa Sulténahu wa a'ala amrihn wa shanuhu .
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Type BE. Silver Tanka (Tughra)

The obverse 1s same as the obverse of type B6 and B7 i Tughra character The reverse bears the legend
in a circle al muwavvied ba tavyidi'v Rahman khalifat Allah b1l huyjat wa'l burhdn, Khazanah. date
illegible”’

l'vpe BY: Silver Tanka (Tughra)

The obverse bears the legend. the name of the Sultan s Tughra character. same as the obverse of Type
B8. The Kunvah is ahii 1 muzaffar. “father of Victory instead of abiil * nugdhid of the Type BX.

The reverse legend 1s the same as the reverse of the Type B in a cirele, but the mint 1s 'Dar u'd darb' and
the date 865 Two such coms are illustrated and described by Bhattasali in the Taifoor collection™
Bhattasah read it as Khazanah 868, but with the redundant before Khazanah which i fact 1s the 'Da’ of
Dar and the umt 3 s wiitten as @  instead ofas The second con’s nunt 1s also read by Bhattasal as
Khazanah which 1s most probably Nasirabad The date 1s the same 865 There 1s one com m HHR

collection bearing the mint name of Muzaffarabad, the date 1s illegible™

Type B10: Silver Tanka (Tughra)

The obverse 1s the same as the above coin Type BY in Tughra character. The reverse legend 1s the same as
the reverse of the Type BY and BY but with an addition after wa ¥ burhdn ™ ndsiru 'l Islam wa 't musiimin,
“helper of Islam and Mushms™ Only one comn of this type 1s known in HHR Collection and published by
Bhattasali He read the nunt as Khazanah but that is illegible on the coin and the unit 8 of the date is

visible

Type BI1 Silver Tanka
The obverse bears the name of the Sultan in a double circle. with ormaments or writing in between. The

legend contains the name of the Sultan with the Kunvah ahiil muzaffar same as the reverse legend of Type
B3,

The reverse bears the legend i an omamented circle al muwayyid ba tayidi ‘v Rahman khalifat Allah bi'l
hupat wa 'l burhan Strengthended by the support of the Merciful, vicegerent of Allah by proof and

testimony ~ and the mint name Khazanah, date 1s 867"

Y SCA no. 850

" Taifoor collecton, pp 23-24. Coin no. 120 & 121, pl. IV
" HHR collection, p 22, com no. 116, pl. i

“ Ibid. p. 22. coinno 113, pl. i,

“ suppl. shillong Catalogue. pp 142-43, coin no.2/117.
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Tvpe B11 (a): Silver Tanka

The obverse 1s 1 a cirele with arabesque design around in the margin: The reverse 1s i a plam or lettered

surface. The legends of both obverse and reverse are same as com Type Bl munt and date are on the

Teverse.

Tvpe Bl (b), Silver Tanka

The obverse and reverse legends are same as com Bl but both the obverse and reverse are in a rayed

cirele with name of the mint and date on the reverse, IMC has one comn of this type dated 867 but no

mmt“

Type B11 (¢} Silver Tanka

The legends are same as Type BI1, The obverse legend is i a circle with a thick ornamental border with

disks of the sun made of two concentric rayed arcs. The reverse has legend n a rayed circle, mint name

and date Bhattasali describes a coin of this type with the mint Muzaffarabad. dated 867"

Copper coin

Only one copper coin of Barbak Shah is known™, HN. Wright raised the doubt about its authenticity, as

small currency consisted of “‘cowne” shells

Tvpe C1: Copper Com

The obverse bears the legend i a plan surface, in Arabic, n four lines abii 1 mujahid  Barbak Shah

Sultan 1thn Mahmid Shah. the name of the Sultan with only the Kunyah, abit 7 mujahid,

The reverse bears the legend i a plam arca. in two hnes of Arabic khalifar Allah bil huyar wa'l burhan,
“Vicegerent of Allah by the proof and testimony . There 1s no mint name or date. The weight of the com s

74 gram and measurement 1s 0.7 ch,

Only two gold coms of Barbak Shah have come to Iigﬁt. onc dated 873, Type Al whose legend
corresponds to the sibver Type BS. The second, having no date and mint name corresponds to the silver
Type B4 Probably regular gold coins were in circulation but hmited in number. Large-scale business
transactions were performed by silver tankas in general. Kawn shells were used in small transactions of
day-to-day consumptions. So. in prensence of abundant silver coms gold coins were not popular for

transactions probably duc to high buving power of gold. So this may be considered to be an indicator of

Y IMC. p. 168, com no. 144
*“ Taifoor Collection. p. 20 comn no. 132, but pl. no. 133
“ Suppl INIC 1L p 62 no 154 also preface p 11,
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cheap commoditics of the period  Probably the gold coms were not commemorative There 1s no
indication n listonn or on the coms why he issued gold tanka after a decade. Thercfore. 1t can be

presumed to be regular currency and the weight standard one tola 1s i favour of our assumption.

Barbak's carhest coms. all silver. are dated 862 while he was a crown prince during his father’s reign
These coms. four m number . bear the full regal title Rukn u'd dunya wa'd din Abu’l MuzafTar Barbak
Shah corresponding to Tughra Type BY of our classification. So. he proclaimed Abu’l Muzaffar as s
Kunyah in these coms. But after lus ascension to the throne he issued com of Type Bl simultancously
from the mints of “Arsah Satgaon, “Muhammadabad™ and from Dar u'd darb™ and “Khazanah', all dated
864. Besides these he also struck Kalima type (B1) coins with Tughra character during his carly reign
from the mmnts Ighim Mu azzamabad (no date). and Nasirabad, dated 867 Dar u'd darb dated 865(?) (Comn
Type BS). from “Arsah Chatgaon (Dt 864), Dar u'd darb and Khazanah dated 864, (com Type BY). and
also from Nasirabad dated 864 (com Type B7). It 1s to be noted here that he retained the Kalima for his
com formula as s father and grandfather did. This was reintroduced in Sultam comage by Jalaluddin

Muhammad

Both the Kunvah Abul Mujahid and Abul Muzaffar have been used n his comns. In the types B6, B7 and
BY Barbak used the Kunvah Abul Mujalid and in BS Abul Muzaffar.

Barbak Shah mtroduced some new formulas and styles for hus silver issues In the reverse of Type B4 he
used the word darb. meaning struck 1.¢ the com 1s a striking of Sultan Barbak at the very beginning of the
legend. This unusual word 15 used only by him. In Type B4 Barbak used a utle which 1s also unusual, af
Sultann ' 4 dal We have already noticed as Sultanul *Adil in the coins of lus father and also m the coins
of llvas Shahi rulers But here for the first time in Bengal numismatics he used the word A dal Jas g
superlative of 'Adil. By this he considered himself as the best judge For the com Type BS Barbak
mtroduced a new formula for the obverse, after the Kalima, ‘as Sultan ul “Alim' and *Adil'. (the lcarned
and the just) For the reverse legend “al A"zam al Mu azzam™ 1.e. the supreme and the great. If we connect
the reverse with the obverse legends. the reading is as Sultan al “Alim al "Adil al A zam al Mu ‘azzam, 'the
lcarmed and just. the supreme and the great Sultan Barbak Shah® This type of formula was used in Bengal
Sultam comage for the first time and never repeated by subsequent Sultans In the Deotala nscription of
Barbak he claimed himself as “al Fadil al Kamil', about which Ahmed Hasan Dam commented that, “The
use of the phrasc. al Fadil and al Kamil. sigmifies high academic attainments™. Mukhapadhyay also
admitted Barbak as a great scholar and praised his patronization "of the scholars without barring any cast
and creed™ Therefore it appeara that Barbak's claim of learming and justice 1s justified because he was a

great scholar and a just Sultan. Though he was a scholar and patron of pocts and scholars. the com legend

Y JASP Vol IV (1959), pp. 169-170, discussed by Karim ; Also in Tatfoor collection, pp.23-24. coin nos. 120, 122
™ Dani. Bibligoraphy of the Muslim Inscriptions of Bengal. Appendix to the JASP Vol .I1. (1959). P 21
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‘al-A"zam and ‘al Muazzam' mdicates the absolute authoritative nature of sovereignity, which 1s proven
from the description of the Risalatus Shuhada regarding the killing of Ismail Ghazi™' He also introduced a
new design and arrangement of the obverse and reverse legends, by dividing the flan into three segments
by two honzontal lmes He continued the Tughra characters for his coins. and a considerable number of

his comn types Tughra, Types B6. B7. BY. and Type BY

A single Tughra type of lus father 15 known. After Jalaluddin Muhammad, Barbak's Tughra had a
refreshing look. but was never used by the succeeding Sultans. In s Tughra issucs both the Kunyah
"Abul Mujahid and “Abu’l Muzaffar™ have been used as mentioned carhier. Like lns father he also used the
formula a/ Mu wayvid ha @yvidi'r Rahman Khalifat Allah bi 'l hugjat wa'l burhan very widely. The Types
BS. B9 and B0 (Tughra Types) and Type BI1 bear this formula on the reverse. This ndicates that the
claim of Khulafat and Khalifa by proof and testimony”™ proclaimed by his father continued to be upholded
by Barbak Shah Like Ius father he simply started his name without any additional uitle of *Sultan or
A'zam or 'Adil” But one tvpe of lis com (Tvpe BIO) bears on the reverse along with the claim of
Khalifatullah. Nasirul Islam wa'l Mushoin which s not found m lus fahter s coms. The legend Ghenwyi !
Isfam wa | Mustimin s tound in Type BT reverse. Type B10 1s a rare comn and a sigle piece 1s known n
HHR Collection published by Bhattasali”

There are some anomalies in the previous catalogues regarding the cons of Barbak Shah. In the BMC,
coin no. Y0 pl. 1V s illustrated. i the last Iine of the reverse. Lane Poole read “Jannatabad™ which scems
to be read as Khalifat Allah. m IMC coin no 146 and the Corpus (Type H. Corpus) the reading seems to
be 'Khazana', alrcady been discussed i Type B4 Mukhapadhyay doubted about the reading of “Satgaon’
and “Jannatabad and gave cmphasis on the latter and commented that Jannatabad was named by
Humayun in 1538 and there is no proof of its existence in 13" century Bengal™ But in BMC one coin of
Ghivasuddin Azam Shah has been read as Jannatabad (comn no. 33 p 24) though the word 1s not clear.
One of Jalauddin's silver coms reveals the mint name as Jannatabad dated 819AH Thus proves the
existence of Jannatabad long before Humayun. Karim doubted the reading and commented that only
Hasad is visible but gave no alternate reading™. The reading is really difficult and the word is not clear
But 1f we assume that the letter waw has been merged with the sin of Suli@nahu then conjecturally the

word may be read as wa Sultdnahu, with the conjugation of “waw™ and “sin” the first letter became hke
Ha

* Dusho Bachhar. P 201

“ Quoted 1 Sultamt Amol. p 267: Dusho Bachhar. p.194
' HHR Collection. p.22. coin no. 113

** Dusho Bachhar. p 216

“ Corpus. p. 96
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In IMC com No. 146 the reverse legend is read as “as Sultan ul 'Adil” but the actual reading 1s Sultanul
A'dal (superlative of Adil). A dal has been used so there 1s no scope of reading it as 'al Adil' and before
that 1s the word darh i the first ine, partially off the flan and punched in IMC During Barbak's time the
calbgraphy of coms degenerated a lot. some coms of Barbak are so crudely engraved that they are very
difficult to decipher Except the Tughra tvpes, which are better executed but do not attan Jalaluddin's
Tughra standard i nunismatics. Yet that was better than s father Mahmud's comn — Tughras. From the
degenerated calligraphy of the coms of the period 1t can reasonably be assumed that those who were
employed in engraving the comn - dies were not familiar with the Arabic character of the letters which
leads us to assume that local people were emplosed for the task. IMC. 11 comn no 134 has been read as
only "as Sultan Rukn ud dunya” but in the com there 1s a word before the word ‘as Sultan' It can be
noticed casily and 1s obviously a b or thn. The first hine’s “as Sultan™ 1s off the flan. Similar coms n the
Taifoor. SCA. BNM collections ascertamn this, Due to nusreading in the IMC 11, in Corpus it has been
defined as a scparate type. (Corpus. Type A) but in reality there 1s no difference in Corpus Type A and
Type M

Likewise IMC Il nusread the reverse legend of com No 147, p. 168, (pl. IV) which is clwrlg.‘}ﬁ’(*"af a'zam
al mu'azzam n the first line. But the reading given as ay Sultan al mu' azzam. and following this the
Corpus madc 1t a separate type. Actually Corpus Types "H™ and “T" are the same, as are types 'N” and '0°

Both the legends of Tape 'N” and Type "0 and their designs are same, and the so called 'rayed cirele’ of
Type "O's reverse design, 1s not visible There 1s no photograph. Bhattasali mentioned in the Taifoor
collection Catalogue (no. 131, p 25) “the rays of the circle are not visible™ If it was only a circle then
Bhattasal should have mentioned “same as the above comn but in a circle” So our assumption about these
two types. ‘Noand "0 of the Corpus. 15 that both may be of the same type In Type O the rays are not
clearly visible  Agam w the Corpus. while classifying types, m some coms Kalima has been given the
obverse position and i some coms the Kalima is also been defined as a reverse position. Tyvpes A and M
of the Corpus are same and also Type G (a) and Q are same™ The Corpus reported about five coms of
Type K. three m the Shillong Cabinet, and two in the Suppl Shillong Cabinet But in fact those comns

belong to Type ‘I of Corpus or a sub type™ of it

No com of Barbak Shah i the collection of BNM has been ascertained beyond the date of 876 The date
878 1s only represented by two coms deseribed by Hoernle in JASB 1883 Karim on the basis of those two
coins perhaps gave the last date of the coms of Barbak Shah as 878. in scetion 1 part [ of lus Corpus™

But m part Il i ‘study of the coms™ while discussing chronology he commented. “According to the

“ Corpus. PP 92-93
“* Shillong Cabimet. p. 164, comm no 4.5.and6: Suppl. Shillong Cabinet pp 142-143, coin nos 2/119,2/120; Also
Corpus. pp ¥2-93
“Corpus PP 92 & V7
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available coms his (Barbak) last date 1s 879°"™ Agamn Barbak’s last dated coin has been shown as 878 in

table | of Corpus™

The first date of the next ruler Yusuf Shah’s coms 1s 880 There 1s a gap of at least one-year. The
calligraphy of Barbak's coms 1s so crude that most of the legends, particularly the mint and date are
ndistinct. or cut marked or absent The last date of the nscription of Barbak 1s 878 and the first date of
the inscription of Yusuf Shah is 879 Though Mukhapadhyay quoting Smrift writer Bisharad commented
that Barbak Shah was alive m 880 (Saka 1397) and was on the throne, lis son Yusut was ruling as a joint
ruler or crown prince with full regal utles as his inscription of 879 shows™ On the basis of coms and
inscription we may fix the reign of Barbak Shah up to 878 and the ascention of the next ruler Yusuf, as
879 AH giving Barbak a reign of fificen vears. as agreed by Karim™ . But to complete that period we need
to count both the sears of ascention (864AH ) and end of rule (878) of Barbak Shah But if the view of
Mukhapadhyay based on "Smritr’ 1s taken to be correct. then Barbak's reign could be seventeen vears

which tallics with the period mentioned by Rivaz™

" Ibid, p. 146
“ Ibid, p. 155
" CAPIB, p530
" Dusho Bachhar. p 189
" Sultani Amol. p 270,
* Riyaz. p 270
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3. Shamsuddin Yusuf Shah 879 - 885/1474 - 1480

Sultan Shamsuddin Yusuf. the son and successor of Ruknuddin Barbak Shah. after the death of the latter
ascended the throne probably m 880, No com before that date has been found. though Yusuf's inscription
dated 879 has come to hght with full regal titles. This may be considered an act of a crown prince who

was given the right of sovercignty” Or may he be ascended in 879"

As an able ruler and admimistrator Yusuf carned the reputation of a just, lcamed and benevolent Sultan
The Rivad depicted him as 'sovereign of gentle temperament, solicitous for the welfare of his subjects, and

virtuous and learncd and pious™”

Finshta™, Mukhapadhvay, and Kanm” speak about his scholarship and devotion towards religion. In his

reign "no one dared to drink wine™"

Yusuf Shah's many silver coms have been found from various dates ranging from 880 to 885 but no gold
com or n any other metal. but silver. All are of one tanka denomination following the tola weight

standard except a lone fractional coin; a half tanka is known and published.

Silver coins

Tyvpe Bl Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the Kalima in a circle or in a plain area in three lines la taha illa/Allahu

Muhammadu'r Rasiil Allah There 1s no mint, date. margin or decorative border on the comn

The reverse bears the name of the Sultan in Arabic in a circle Shams w'd dunya wa'd din abii’l mujdhid
Yiisuf Shah ihn Barbak Shah tbn Mahmiid Shah as Sultan. ' Sun of the world and rehgion. Father of the
warnor Yusuf Shah son of Barbak Shah son of Mahmud Shah the Sultan’ The calligraphy and the

exceution of this com 1s very crude

" Sultanganj inscription of Shamsuddin Yusuf Shah, In this inscription he was designated with the title of

Sultan bin Sultan bin Sultan Shamsu'd dunya wa'd din Abul MuzafTar Yusuf Shah Sultan i.¢. with full regal name

and titles.

“* Sultani Amol. p 270

“Rivad P. 120

“Ibid. p. 120, Fn. No. 2 'Yusuf was a scholar who charged the ulema to see the law of the Prophet duly observed'
Sultani Amol pp.270-271

* Blochmann. JASB. 1873, P 275
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Type B2 Silver Tanka
The obverse bears the Kalima. the same as the above Type Bl The reverse legend and design as same as
Type Bl's reverse In some coms the Kunyah 1s 'Abul Muzaftar' instead of 'Abul Majahid' the circle 1s so

feeble that it scems to be a plun surface. No mint or date 1s inseribed on the com.

Type B3. Silver Tanka

The obverse bears m a circle. margin indistinet, the Kalima, in two lines, and the third lme contamns the

mint and date. No nunt town is mentioned but only Khazanah, (treasury), date 881

The reverse bears in a circle. margin indistinet, the name of the Sultan with the Kunyah 'Abul Muzaffar'
and also with the parentage, name of father and grand father. Also struck tfrom Darud Darb ¢ the mint,
dated 883"

Tvpe B3 (a) Silver Tanka

The obverse legend 1s the Kalima in a decorative bordered circle having the mint name Khazanah mausil,

dated 880 This mint was read by Stan Goron as "Khazanah Maumur?" with a question mark. But it scems
to be Khazanah Mauyiil (The pad treasure) or it may be read as Khazanah mawpid, (the present
treasure™) The reverse bears the name of the Sultan, the same as Type B3's reverse within a decorated

bordered circle of a pecubiar motif's repetation around the circle

Tyvpe B3 (b) Silver Tanka
The obverse and reverse legends are same as Type B3 but the mint name on the obverse 1s Khazanah and
date 881 But both the obverse and reverse design of the margin is a decoration of a cluster of trilobed

motif around the circle

Type B3 (c): Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the Kalima within an omate bordered aircle and the mint 1s Shamsabad and dated 884,
This mint 1s noticed for the first time in Bengal Sultan's cons. probably it was the capital renamed after
the king's name. This 1s a new type not in the Corpus. The reverse design 1s the same as obverse. The
legend 1s same as Type B3 There are small tnangles crowned by three dots placed around the  circle.

there 1s an outer edge of schallops.

Tyvpe B4: Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the Kalima in a square divided by a horizontal line, in the segments are the names of

the four rightcous Khalifas There 1s no mint and date on the con.

7 IMC.11p. 16Y.coin no. 150
" SCA. p 55. com no 860
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The reverse legend seems to be in a plain area divided by three horizontal hines 1.¢. the legend of the
reverse i1s divided mto four chambers. The legend contains the name of the Sultan with Kunyah 'Abu'l

Muzaffar' and parentage. s father and grand father's names

Tvpe B5: Silver Tanka

The obverse in a letered surface the legend 1s the same as Type B4's reverse, but the Kunyah has not been

retained on the flan. so 1t s not certamn whether he used Abul Muzaffar or Abu'l Mujahid for this particular

type.

The reverse bears the legend also in a lettered surface al muwayyi'du baidyyi'd ar Rahman Khalifat Allah
hil hujjati wa'l burhan. 'Strengthened by the help of the compassionate, vicegerent of Allah with the proof
and testimony * There is the date in the last line of the reverse, which scems to be 883 (?) The reading of

the umt digit 1s not certam. But no mint name 15 visible on the coin.

I'vpe B6- Silver half Tanka

The obverse in lettered surface 18 the same as Type B3 but the Kunyah s Abu’l Mujahid, Father of the
warnor'. The reverse 1s the same as Type B5's reverse but dl.fc to small flan the complete legend could not
been nscribed on the com. Most probably the com was struck from a full tanka die, But not from the Type

B3 die. The weight of the comn 1s 5.22 gram and diameter 18 20 mm.

Yusuf Shah struck onlv silver coms and the style of his comns was dommated by the Kalima All known
coms of Yusuf except two bear on the obverse the Kalima. Most of the coins execution 1s rather crude
except Type B3 and Type B4 In lus Type BS and B6 he used the formula introduced by Mahmud
proclaiming " Khalifat Allah bil hupat wa'l burhan', only two such coins are known and illustrated in
SCA for the first tme” Though no details of the reign of Yusuf is available in any source, history or
chronicles but the Rivad and Ferishta depicted him as "leamed, pious, sovereign of gentle temperament
and skillful™ but his coms' legends did not reflect any of that It seemed that the coins of Yusuf were
only utiltarian. serving only as the medium of exchange. with no specialty, title or claim or artistic
featurc. No mint names are found on his comns except Khazanah and Daru'd darb, only a mint '
Shamsabad' has been reported recently™’, but not been mentioned in the corpus The limitation of mints to
Khazanah and Daru'd darb indicate that the various mints of his father's time were ceased to function and

circulation of cain and minting activities were managed centrally during this period.

" SCA.p.52. coin no. 863&864. Pl 52,
* Riyad. p 120, and F i no 2
*' Our comn type. B3( ¢)

203



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

In BMC Lanc Poole has suggested the reading of the mint of the comn no 92 as Sonargaon, m a similar
com IMC 11 suggested the reading as Darud darh™ and citing both Kanim preferred the reading of Lane
Poole n the Corpus™ But the reading 1s clear as Dar ud Darb on both the coms, the letter Dal and Alif of
Dar are conjomned and 'Dal’is a bit elongated which make this confusion. Shamsuddin Yusuf Shah reigned
for a short period of six vears from 880 to 885, but the Riyad gave him seven years six months and fixed
Ius death in 887 But counting his reign on the basis of coins it hardly reaches six years, as the next ruler
Stkandar's coms are found dated 885 If Yusuf's rule 15 counted from his carliest inscription's date 879
(Sultangany scription) then the duration of his rule may reach seven years It may be noted here that no

inscription of Yusuf Shah is found beyond 885"

“IMC. 11, p.169. coin no. 150.PLiv.
** Corpus. p.98
“ IB.IV.p.322.

204



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

4, Nuruddin Sikandar [I1] Shah  885/1481

The next and fourth ruler of the Mahmud Shahi family 1s Sultan Sikandar 1. The historians opined
differently about Sikandar According to A B M. Habibullah. "Yusuf's immediate successor was a prince
named Sikandar. who was probably, 'as Salim states. his son. After his accession he was discovered to
have been afflicted with lunacy and was conscquently deposed. His reign lasted not more than three
davs"™. W Haig also states Sikandar as Yusuf's son. " On his (Yusuf) death in 1381 the courtiers raised to
the throne his son Sikandar™ " The main source from which the historians generally quote is Golam
Hossamn Salim He states that after the death of Yusuf Shah his son Sikandar ascended the throne. He had
some sort of msamty. As he was not capable of running this important office, the nobles deposed him on
the same day and another son of Yusuf Shah named Fath was placed instead™ Stewart also states. Yusuf
Shah. dving without children. the noble raised to the throne a youth of the royal family named Sikandar
shah. but afier two months. finding lim incapabale of govermng, they deposed him and placed on the

throne his uncle ™ Abdul Kanm states that according to the old custom after the death of Yusuf Shah his
son (probably the cldest son) Sikandar ascended the throne”  Khawaja Nizam uddin Ahmed states. "the
Anurs and Vazirs placed Sikandar Shah on the throne of the empire without careful enquires As he did
not possess the qualifications or the night of being mvested with this high office. they removed him from it

and raised Fath Shah to the chicftamship. The period of Sikandar Shah's reign was two and a half days™”

To summenze the above statements of the lstonians, the man ponts that stand are (1) succession, (1)
dentity of the ruler. (1) duration of his rule, and (1v) the question of his insanity, All the above historians
unanimously agreed upon point one and point four, 1.¢ succession and insanity of Sikandar, but they are
different in view about the dentity and duration of his rule. The question is whether he was Yusuf's son or
his eldest son or a scion of the family and likewise whether he ruled only for a half-day or two and a half
days. or three davs. or according to Stewart. two months. But before the discussion of those points we
may have a look on the coms of sultan Sikandar 11, A few comns of Sikandar 11 have been found so far and
known for the first tme m the late eighties. At present four comn are in the collection of BNM and more
three coms are known preserved i the private collections i Caleutta, India. So. Sikandar 1l's coms are
rare and are of Silver tanka only. According to legend all hus coms are of the same type but line

arrangements and designs differ. The coins are as follows

Y HB. L p 136
“W.Haig. The Cambradge History of India. Vol 111, Delli, (1965 reprint) p.268
Y Riyaz. p.121.
“C Stewart. The History of Bengal. Calcutta. 1847,p. 65
! Sultani Amol. p 329 He did not mention about Sikandar's duration of rule.
TA. Vol 11l (Eng Tr ). ppd36-437.
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Type Bl Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the legend m an omamented circle the Kalima n three lmnes. There 1s no marginal
legend or mmt name and date. The reverse bears the name of the Sultan in four hines - a similar
ornamented circle as obverse also having no mint name or date or any marginal legend. The legend 1s ay
Sultdn bin as Sultan Nivew'd dunya wa'd din al mujahid Sikandar Shah Sultan bin Mahmiid Shah Sultan
"The Sultan son of Sultan.light of the world and the rehigion. the warrior Sikandar Shah Sultan son of
Mahmud Shah Sultan’

I'vpe BI (a): Silver Tanka
The obverse bears m a cirele the Kalima in two lines and the third line contams the mint name and date
Khazanah 885 the treasury 885AH.

The reverse bears the legend as same as Type Bl but in five lines and with ahiz before al Muyahid 1c.
abit’l myahid w the third hine: The weight 1s 10 57 gram and dia meter 25 mm. Rest two coms are of the
same as Type Bla but the mmt name 1s Dare'd darb. Both the comn's obverse and reverse legends are in a

plam arca and the weights and sizes are almost similar 10.4 gram and 25 mm cach

From the com mentioned above we may now review the reign of Sultan Sikandar [ afresh. All the four
comns bear on their obverse the Kalima, the popular Mushm formula of fath, while two of them, have
mint name as Dar-ud-darb’ 1.¢. hourse of striking, and has Khajanah dated 885 and the other has no mint
name. The reverse legend of the coms s the same, 1.e. Sultan bin as Sultan Nurud-Dunya wad-Din Abdul
Mujahid Sikandar Shal Sultan bin Mahmud Shah Sultan.

1t 1s worth mentioning that on the reverse legend Sikandar proclaimed himsclf as Sultan bin as Sultan 1¢.
he 1s Sultan and also son of a Sultan. Secondly, Nurud-Dunya Wad-Din Abul Mujahid Sikandar Shah 1s
lus full regal name Lastly, the term bin Mahmud Shah Sultan denotes that his father's name 1s Sultan
(Nastz-ud -din) Mahmud 1t is to be noted that two coins bear no date but comn no 2 has a date as -85
Though the first digit 1s nussing, still obviously the date should be 885A H It s also to be noted that con
3 bears no date and mnt at all. It clearly shows a different style m calligraphy and arrangement. which 1s

unique among 1its class It may be mentioned here that all the four coins are of different dies,

It would not be out of place to compare the other coms bearing the name Sikandar with the comns
mentioned above There are as many as ten rulers having the name Sikandar, who ruled in the sub-
contment. Among those (ten) two are from Bengal, three are from Delli Sultanate. one cach of the
Tughlag. Lodi and Sun dyvnasty: and one cach from Kashnur, Guprat, Byapur, Madura and Arakan. But

none of their coms has any similarity with our present coms m any way Outside Bengal. Sikandar of
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Madura and Tughlaq Sikandar of Dellu struck only copper coins™, Only billion coins of Sikandar Lodi™
are known while Sikandar of Kashmir”™ and Suri Sikandar's™ copper and silver coms are known But none
of ther coms has been nearness m style, design. calligraphy . size and shape with the coins of Sikandar 11
of Bengal No com of Sikandar of Gujrat”” 1s known as yet and lastly Arakam Sikandar's actual name 1s
Meng Falang and s com bears on one side, legend n Arakam script™ Now Bengal Sikandar, 1¢.
Stkandar b llvas Shah's nine types of coins are known”, but none of them posess Kalima and out of
mine. eight have therr part of legend as Sikandar bin llvas, 1.¢., Sikandar son of llyas. The remaming one,
not mentioning his father's name. has not the slightest relation i respecet of legend, date and mint wath the
coin of Sikandar Il Above all, the date 885AH of Sikandar II's comn does not tally with any other
Sikandar's reign mentioned above'™. Therefore, we can with all certainty assign those four coins to
Sikandar Il of Bengal

We would like to confirm from our com legend bin Mahimiid Shah Meaning son of Mahmud Shah. That
Sultan Sikandar I was the son of Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah™' So. he was brother of the
successive ruler Sultan Jalaluddin Fath and uncle of the previous ruler Shamsuddin Yusuf, not the son of

Yusuf as some histonans opined

It may be assumed that Yusuf had no son to succeed him and. therefore, the nobles were not in a position
to follow the tradition of selecting the deceased Sultan's son for kingship. Probably there was not able
candidate among the brothers of Yousuf either. So Barkabk's two brothers, Sikandar and Fath came to fore

with their claim and both of them were enthroned successively.

Now about the question of Sikandar's duration of rule” We are told that Sikandar ruled for a very short

peniod. from half a day to three days, only Stewart allows him two months. Again, historians unanimously

"UIMC 1L p 72 plan coin nos. 502-305

“Clbid. p 8O, pl v com no 582

" BMC. pl visr. coin no. 180

"IMC, 11, p 127, plxiv. coin nos. 898-899

“"P.L Gupta. Coins. New Delhi. 1979, p 102

“ Sultani Amol. p 258 Fn no. 91

“ Corpus. pp.30-51.

""" List of Sikandurs
1. Sultan Stkandar bin llvas — Bengal 1358-89 CE.
2 Sultan Alauddin Sikandar  Madura 1372-78 CE

3 Sultan Stkandar Kashnnr 1386-1410 CE.
4 Sultan Sikandar Tughlaq  Dellu 1392 CE
5 Sultan Nuruddin Sikandar - Bengal 1481, C.E
6.Sultan Sikandar Lodi Dellu 1488-1517 CE
7.Sultan Sikandar Shah Guyrat 1525 C.E
8 Sultan Sikandar Sur Delhi 1554 C.E
9 Sikandar alias Meng F Arakan 151793 CE
10 Sikandar Shah Bijapur 1672-80  CE

"I Comns of the successive ruler Fath Shah also bear the same term bin Mahmud Shak and scholars agreed upon that
this Mahmud 1s Nasiruddin Mahmud
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speak about Sikandar’s capability of running the Sultanat for which he was deposed  But our coins
contradict above views I the deposition was due to nsamty. that would have been detected just after hus
ascension. the nobles would not have enthroned him even for a while. Morcover, had he been in the
throne only for three davs, striking of several vanieties of comns would not have been possible on his part
within such a short tme So. his deposition. blaming lum msane, 1s very much questionable Later events
indicate that from the tme of Raga Gancsha's rule grouping among the nobles was a phenomenon of the
time. It may be recalled that to curb the local power and ‘unstinted support, Barbak emploved a large
number of Abyvsiman slaves’ who ultmately became the pivot of powur-politics, supported cither the
cause of Sikandar of Fath. In opposition to the Abysintans most probably were the supporters of Sikandar
who came out successful at first and Sikandar became Sultan, struck coin and his name was mentioned
the recitation (Khutba) of Friday congregations. But within a short time the supporters of Fath, however,
managed to topple lim Fath Shah became Sultan. Sikandar was probably killed later on. To suppress this

fratnicide and usurpation of power. Sikandar was probably declared insane

Therefore. on the basis of the com of Sikandar 1. we may assume with almost certamty about the duration
of s rule. which defimtely was not three days or so It may be two months. as stated by Stewart, or more
than that

On the basis of above discussions it may also be inferred that Sikander was not insane at all. Sikandr as
the uncle of Yusuf enjoved a life at least of 20 years- from Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah to Yusuf Shah's
death. Hence it s hikely that the nobles were very much acquainted with Sikandar's character and
behaviors and. therefore, to declare him insane just after s crowning 1s not at all convincing. It is a
universal fact that the istory of the vanquished has always been written under the guidance of the victors
The same also happened m the case of Sikandar 11 and to camouflage the fact ve palace mtngue and

fatncide ete the story of insanity was mvented

It 15 to be noted that Yusuf Shah's coms and inscriptions bear the last date as 884 and 885AH respectively
And Fath Shah's coms arc available with the date 886AH"" Again, on the basis of our comn dated 885AH
Sikandar 1I's rule can be placed mn between the last part of 885 and the first part of 886AH ull the

accession of Fath Shah
In fine, we may arnve at the following conclusions:
I Sultan Nurud-dunva wa'd din Abul Mujahid Sikandar Shah was the full regal name of sikandar [1.

2. He was the son of Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah

3 He was not the sonf of Yusuf Shah, rather his uncle and brother of Fath Shah
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4  He was not msane, due to which he was deposed, rather it was the consequences of mternal

conflict. palace mtngue cte. that he was declared insanc

h

He was not deposed on the date he ascended the throne, nor he ruled for two and a half days. He
reigned at least for two months or more than that

6 His reign may be fixed between the last part of $85AH and some part of 886AH

7 Lastly. on the coms of Sultans of Bengal, use of the term Dar-ud-darb or Khazanah, meaning
house of stnking e mint and treasury respectively, 1s a common phenomenon. Dar-uz-darb of
the com mentioned above. means that 1t was struck at the royal nunt in the capital. Lakhnaut

/Firuzabad

" Sultani Amol. p 328
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S. Jalaluddin Fath Shah 886 - 893/1481 - 1487

After the removal of the short lived Sultan Nuru'ddin Sikandar his brother Fath was placed on the throne
i 886 by the nobles and Icaders™ Though the Rivaz wdentified Fath as the brother of Sikandar and
another son of Yusut" But from the evidence of coins and mscriptions'” of Fath Shah it is clear that he
was the “son of Mahmud Shah™ i ¢ Nasiruddin Mahmud So he was the uncle of Yusuf and brother of
Barbak Shah After asumption of power Fath assumed the title of Jalal u'd dunva wa'd din Abu’l
Muzaffar Fath Shah as Sultan Al the carlicst cons and nscriptions of Fath Shah are dated 886 and the
last inscription 1s dated 893, so he ruled for about eight years. Historians depiet his reign as prosperous
and benevolent. The Rivaz commented that “In lus reign, the gates of happiness and comfort were thrown

open to he people of Bengal™™ But he was brutally murdered by the parks, his own bodyguards

The abyssimans who were appomed to vanous important posts during the reign of Barbak Shah became
very powerful Fath Shah miticted measures to curb their power. But the leader of the parks Khawajasera.

the Eunuch Barbak. imsclf an Abyssiman, in league with the paiks slew Fath Shah.

A considerable number of gold coms and many silver coins of Fath Shah have been found. all are of tola
weight standard and only two fractional coins in silver are known'”’, no copper coin or of any other metal

were found

Gold Coins

Only four gold coms of Fath Shah have been published and are of three types. they are as follows

Ivpe Al Gold Tanka

The obverse beras the legend, m an omameated (flowry) circle m Arabic i four lines Jalal u'd dunyd
wa'd din ahii | mucatfor Fath Shah Sultan, *Glory of the world and religion, father of victory, Fath Shah
Sultan’

The reverse bears the rest of the legend i similar ormamental circle also in four lines in Arabic. the last
line 1s - bemg the name of the nunt and date 1hn Mahmiid Shah as Sultan ka Junayd Shahi Fathabad
A§6. “Son of Mahmud Shah the Sultan as Junayad Shah ( mint) Fathabad 886" The weight of the

" Riyaz, p 121

"™ Ibid. p.121

" Al Ins coins and inscriptions inscribe the name of his father as Fath Shah son of Mahmud Shah Sultan
" Rivaz. p. 121

" SCA. p. 57
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cotn 1s 1058 gram and diametter 22mm The comn 1s preserved i the collection of Bangladesh National

Jox
Muscum

Tape A2 Gold Tanka
The obverse bears the legend m a decoratve border of floral motfs. in Arabic the first halt of the name of
the Sultan as Swltan thnu s Sultan Jaliahe d dunyd wa 'd din abii | Muzaffar. *Sultan son of the Sultan glory

of the world and relygion father of victory”

The reverse i a similar circle bears the rest of the Sultan’s name Fath Shah as Sultan thn Mahmiid Shih
as Sultin Swyad Shaht Khazanah [8] 87, *Fath Shah the Sultan son of Mahmud Shah the sultan. Sywyad
Shahi. Treasury (8) 87 This com is preserved in the Indian Muscum, Caleutta One gold coin Similar

to the Type A2 1s m a prvate collection n India'™

Type A3 _Gold Tanka

The obverse bears the legend in Arabic i a circular arabesque border. as Sultanu | munawwar biniir al
mustapwi Hihi al-mukhatah bi Sultan u'l gahidin fi  al yagzat ba mashahidat. “The Sultan who is
enhghtened by the hight of the chosen (and) the divine. who 1s entitled Sultan of those who are devoted 1o

vigils and contemplation

The reverse 1s in a circular decorative border. The legend also in Aabic m five lines ash Shavkh ul-
migd@war ligadam ar Rasiil Jaldte d dunya wa ad din ahit | muzaffar Fath Shah bin Mahmitd Shah -~ as
Sultcin Khezdnaly 820, The Shavkh. who waits on the gadam Rasul Jalalu™d dunya wa'd din” (Glory of
the world and rehigion father of victory) Fath Shah son of Mahmud Shah the Sultan, Khazanah (the

treasun) 890"
Silver coins

Type Bl Silver Tanka
The obverse bears in a circle the Kalima /@ Haha illa Alldhe Mubammadur Rasiil Allah daru 'd darb 886

The mstrument of faith of the Mushms “there 1s no god but Allah Muhammad his apostle. house of
striking. 886°

The reverse bears the legend in Arabic in six lines i a circle as Sultan bin ax Sultan Jaldlu'd dunyd wa'd
din abft’l mydhid Fath Shah as Sultan ithn Mahmiid Shah as Sultdn. The Sultan son of the warrior Fath

"* BNM. Acc. No 77 729
" IMC.ILp. 169.com no. 152
"1 P Goenka Calcutta India
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Shah the Sultan son of Mahmud Shah the Sultan™ The munt Daru'd Darb and also ~Khazanah'(the

Treasury) . both bears the date 886

Type Bl (a): Silver Tanka

The legend of the obverse and reverse are the same as the above comn Type Bl but the design 1s in a
decorative border ~ chain with zigzag design for both the obverse and reverse The mint is on the obverse
after the Kalima. Fathabad (dated) 886 (Cat no. 333)

Type B2; Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the Kalma i a circle. The decorative border 1s indistinet. There is no mint name only

the date, 887 The reverse beras the same legend as the reverse of Type B, but m place of “Abu’l
Mujahid” there is 'Abu’| Muzaffar'™ (Cat no. 336).

Type B2 (a) Silver Tanka
The obverse and reverse are both i a plam arca. The legend 1s the same as Type B2 but the mint name s

Khazanah 'the treasury’, no date 1s visible

Tyvpe B3 Silver Tanka

The obverse design 1s a circle with double reverse arcs inside and intersccting archaded band around the
circle. The legend contauns the first part of the Sultans name as Sultdn bin ay Sultin Jaldl u'd dunya wa'd

din abii’l muzaffar. 'the Sultan son of the Sultan glory of the world and religion father of victory'

The reverse bears i a decorative border which is the same as the obverse, contains the rest of the name of
the Sultan. Farl Shith ax Suitan thn Mahmiid Shah as Sulian. Kiichmard Shiihi, Fathabhad 890, 'Fath Shah
the Sultan son of Mahmud Shah the Sultan. "Kuchmard Shaln' - the ruler of” Kooch or subduer of the Kuch
Trbe or arca. Fathabad 890° This type also found from the muints Barbakabad dated 890 and Khazanah,
without dates. Another vanety of Type B3, The obverse and the reverse design and legends are the same

as Tvpe B2 but the lattering are different and without nunt name and date

Type B4: Silver Tanka

The obverse legend n a decorative circle similar to Type B3 but the hine arrangement of the legend is
different. There are four lines mstead of five lines of Type B3, The reverse legend is same as Type B3 but
without the 'Kuchmard Shahi' portion. and the border design is the same as the obverse. A creeper like
motif 1s placed around the circle alternately wath a V-shape design. The mint name Dar ud darb dated 886,

the house of stniking. date 886

”" Hoernle. JASB. 1890, p 173, Corpus p. 100; ND, X1/part2 (1978) pp. 68-74: ONS. No. 149 (1996), pp.20-21
" IMC has one such coin with the date 890 p. 170, No. 158
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Type B4 (a) Silver Tanka

A varicty of the above. the com legend, date and the mint all are same as Type B4 but the border has a

floral motif aroud a double multifail, both on obverse and reverse.

Type B3 Silver Tanka

The obverse bears m an ormamental circle as Sultan 1hn w's Sultdan Jaldl w'd dunya wa'd din abit'l
Muzaffar, "the Sultan son of the Sultan golry of the world and relegion father of the victory. The reverse
bears the rest of the legend also i an ormamental circle Fath Shah as Sultan thn Mahmiid Shith as Sultan
Suyad Shahi Der v derh "Fath Shah the Sultan son of Mahmud Shah the Sultan Suyad Shahi. the house
of stnking 1¢ the mmt which 1s mdistinct. This type 1s also found wath the mit name Muhammadabad

but date cut oft the flan

Tuvpe B3 (a) Silver Tanka

The obverse and the reverse legends are same as Type B3 but m place of Suyad Shathi, there is most
probably sikka shahi or tanka shahi date 890. The border probably is also similar to Type B3 but most of
it 1s cut oft the flan

Type B6: Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the legend in a decorative bordered circle made by placing a four petalled flower mouf

alternately with a domical form on the margin. Jalal ud dunya wad din ab@'l muzaffar Fath Shah Sultin

The reverse, in a decoratinve border 1s the same as obverse. The rest of the legend 1hn Mahmiid Shdh as

Sultan ka Junavad Shahr. Fathahad 886

Type B6 (a) Sihver Tanka
A vanety of the aboyve type has been found with different border designs. Both the obverse and reverse are
i a rayed circle having a dot in cach tringle of the ray but without any date and mint. The division of the

obverse and reverse legend is shghtly different from the above con (Cat. no. 345).

Type B6 (b): Silver Tank:

Both the obverse and reverse legends are the same as Type B6. The border decoartion are also the same
but the legend 1s m a multifoil nstead of a circle and on the reverse the third line there is # junavd Shahi,
'for Junayd Shahi'. before the mint name. This has been read as mayjada Allahu’l Fath by some scholar'"
Some propose khallada Allihe mulkahu. admitting the engraver's mistake and also keeping m mind the

4

use of the phrase commonly by many Sultans™™ But all the coins of this type bear the second word as a

clear 'Shaht' So there 1s hittle possibility of reading it as 'al Fath'. The first portion though difficult to read

" Blochmann. Contributions. 1873.p.282
" GS. Fand. ND. 1Lpart 2(1978).p 69
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seems also very close to ‘al Junavad Shahi'. so there 1s no scope of conjecturing it as khallada Allahu
mulkahu as concenved by Fanid In this vareity a new mint name Madaran 887has come to hght (Cat no
346)

vpe B7. Silver Tanka
The obverse bears a long legend in Arabic in five lines as Sultan u'l munawwar: bi niiri'l mustafwie lehi
al mukhatab Sulian al Zahidmn fi al yagzat bi mushéahidah, ‘the Sultan who is enlightened by the light of

the chosen and Divine. who is entitled Sultan of those who are devoted to vigils and contemplation'

The reverse bears also a long legend in six hines in Arabic as Shykh 1'l muyawir/ It gadami’r Rasiil Jalal
ad dunva wa'd din abit -« | mugaffar Fath Shah as Sultan: thn Mahmiid Shith as Sultdn - Darud darb 890,
‘the shavkh. who wants one the quadam Rasul Jalal u'd dunva wa'd din abu'l muzaffar Fath Shah. the son

of Sultan Mahmud Shal the munt 890 (Cat no. 347)

Tyvpe BY: Silver Tanka

The obverse bears in a raved circle the Kalima and the mint name Khazanah. date 890. It may be noted
here that usually the Kahima in coms completes in two lines, while the mint name 1s present in the last line
with date. But in this particular con the word Allah of Rasul Allah has been placed at the begining of the
third (last) hine with the mint name. The reverse also in a raved circle 1s mostly cut off the flan It bears a
long legend in five lines in Arabic Jalal w'd dunya wa'd din’ abit'l muzaffar wa murid an Nahi wa/ nasiru
aghabthi Fath Shish - ax Sultan thn Mahmiid Shoh as Sultan, 'Glory of the world and religion father of
the victony and follower of the Prophet. Fath Shah who 1s helper of the companions of the Prophet. the

Sultan son of Mahmud Shah the Sultan'. This s a new type of comn not reported or published carhier (Cat
no. 348)

Type BY: Silver Tanka

A unique com 1s reported by G S Fand n Numismatic Digest wm 1978'"" The obverse bears i a rayed
circle the legend i Arabic, ay Sultan . as Shahr bimurid.. wa khiimisu Ashabihi . bil Khalifar
Allah .wa libuwaye () al Khilafat: ._.wa akhdar, ‘The Sultan famous follower of  and fifth
companion . vicegerent of God. and towards the capital and a green land”. G.S.Fand had read and
translated the text: The com is punched and the legend 1s distorted due to blur and portions are illegible. It
may conjecturally be read as follows.” as Sultan / al Shahir bi muridun [Nabi}/wa khamisu Ashabihi/. al
Khilafat ba ‘navat/ Allih rubaruve al Khilafat It Misr*and the meanning would be -The Sultan who 1s
famous as follower of the Prophet and his fifth companion  the Khilafat by the help of Allah which 1s

cquivalent to the Khilafat of Egyvpt'

""" G.S. Fand."Two Cons of Jalaluddin Fath Shah of Bengal' NI.// part 2,(1978),pp 72-73
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The reverse legend i a raved circle also but most of 1t 1s cut off the flan, in Arabic it reads af munawwar
wa'l Gaffar  Jaldl'd dunvi wa'd — din abii’l muzafiar Fath Shih as Sultdn thn ~ Mahmiid Shéh as
Sultcin: Khazaneah 822 "The tllumimated. the perdoner/. Jalalud dunya wad din abul Muzatfar Fath Shah
Sultan son of Mahmud Shah The Sultan, The treasury 892AH' The Arabic text and the meaning 1s given
by G. S. Fanid. But the first two lines are effaced. so 1t 1s very difficult to decipher. The reading of Fand
particularly a/ munawwar of the first line qualifies Sultan but the second word af Gaffdr a noun meaning
‘pardoner’ onc of the names of Allah cannot be conjoined to 'munawwar'. So it may be read a/ munawwar
as Sultan bin ax Sultan. the lluminated Sultan son of the Sultan’. G. S Fand explained by the word
khams ashdhahu as Fath Shah considered himself as 'fifth companion of the saint' and pointed out that the
name of the saint 1s ‘of course missing' but he did not mentioned who the other companions were. Rather
it is more plausible to conjecture an Nabi after the word murid (follower) That would mean that the
Sultan 1s famous as a follower of the Prophet and his fifth companions, like Omar ibn Abdul Aziz, who 1s
regarded as the fifth pious Khalifa There 1s the mention of the Khalifa and Khilafat in the legend but n
the last Iine the conjuctural reading of 'Khalifa of Egypt' is doubtful, If this reading 1s considered correct
then it would mdicate not only the Khilafat of Fath Shah but an equivalent Khilafat of Burj Mamluks of

Egvpt i Bengal The weight of the com s 11 grams. diameter 3 lmm

Type BI1O. Silver Tanka (Lion Type)

The obverse m a circle contams a figure of a standing hion to night. The margin 1s illigible. The reverse
bears the legend m Arabic i a circle abiid muzaffar Fath Shah as Sultan thn Mahmad Shah ax Sultan,
Michammadabad S8 (AH). probably the mergin of the obverse contains the missing part of the legend

(Jalal u'd dhnyva wa'd din ete). The weight of the coin is 106 gram and the diameter 25mm'"”.

Type BI 1L Silver Tanka (Lion Type)

The obverse 1s the same as the coin above Type BI10O but the figure of the hon 1s to the Ieft, 1s also n a
arcle. The reverse legend m a circle Jalal wd dunya waid din abitl muzaffar Fath Shah ay Sultan ihn
Mahmiid Shah as Suiten. the full legend 1s given on reverse. The weight of the com 1s 10 31 gram and the

diameter 24mm’'

Tvpe B12. Silver Tanka

The obvese bears n a central cirele a wheel or sun of seven flaps having a broad margin outside the circle
containing an distinet Jegend. But from an illustration of such a com in Rajgor we may gucss the legend
of the margin. which 1s the Kalima. Most probably the mint and date are inscribed around the circle, partly

of the flan

""" SCA. coin no. 867
""" SCA. coin no 868
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The reverse s the same as the obverse. The margin is indistinet. The reverse illustrated in Rajgor depicts
the name of the Sultan i the margin'™. the full Jegend 18 not readable due to illegibility and partial

presence of the flan: The weight of the comn 1s 10 43 grams and diameter 26mm

Type B13: Silver half Tanka

The obverse 1s ma cirele the Kalima i two hnes and the third hine contains the date 889 The reverse is in
a arcle. the legend m Arabic as Sultan 1bn us Sultan Jalahid dunya wad din ahil muzaffar Fath Shah

Sultan. The weight 1s. 5 28 wrams. diameter 1s 21mm

Tvpe Bl4: Silver guarter Tanka

The obverse m a cirele bears the legend in Arabic m five lines the same as that of the obverse of coin
Type BS. The reverse bears the legend in a circle in five lines, same as the reverse legend of Type BS but

the mint 1s Khajanah 890 The weight 1s 2 57 grams and diameter 1s 16mm

Jalal uddin Fath Shah. imtiated hus silver comns. probably with the Kalima type. i 886AH from the mints
of Fathabad. Dadud darb the later seemed to be cituated n the capital, (Type BI. Bla, B2 and B2a) and no
com of Fath Shah has been found with the mint name of the capital, Firuzabad. But nonc of his three
known gold coms (Type Al A2, A3) bear the Kalima and his gold com Type Al of Fathabad mint dated

886 mav be regarded as his coronation comn

He used both the kunvah “abul mujalnd' and "abul muzaffar’ for the Kalima types, Type Bl, B2, B2a and
issued from Fathabad. Darud darb and Khajanah. the treasury, which may be considered to be i the

capital also like 'the mnt’ (1 ¢ Darud darb)

Other than Kalima type coms Fath Shah in general used the obverse and reverse to contain lis name and

his father's name dividing the legend in to two parts.

Type B4 struck trom Darud darb dated 886. Similar to Type B4, BS and B6 the comns bear the legend in
to two parts contammng both the obverse and reverse sides. but Type BS beras the expression which has
been read as Sived Syhi. by Bhattasali'” and admitted by Karim'', last but one line on the reverse,
before the mint name. Likewise Type B6 coin contains in the same place another expression al Husam
Shahi. Some coms of Fath Shah bear a few expressions at the end of the reverse legend before the mint

name which scholars have read differently either Suyad Shahi (Type BS) or ol Husain Shahi (Type B6) '™
or Mayda Alldhul Fath'™ (Type B6 (b)),

" Rajgor. p31. Type 414

""" H H R Catalogue. Introduction. p. X11.

" Corpus. p 101

"= Blochmann. Contributions. 1873.n0.3. p.282. pl. 1X. coin no.8.
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Blochmann in JASB (1¥73) rcads the expression as 'majdahu Allah al Fath' which has been accepted by
Karim as correet'" Karim objected the reading of Bourdilion in the IMC. which is ‘exact replica of
Blochmann's coin’ and read as ‘al Husain Shahi' in the IMC 11" According to Karim. it should also be
majdahu Allahil Fath Lanc Poole gave the reading of a com as al Husain Shahi in the BMC'™". which

Karim admitted as correct

Scholars deal with these three expressions individually and only Kanim and G. S. Fand tried to explain

them to reach a conclusion

Habibullah and Tarafdar took the expression ‘al Husain Shahi' as the popular name of Fath Shah like the
popular name of Badar Shahi of Ghivasuddin Mahmud of the Husaini Dynasty'™. Both the scholars
explain the term al Husam Shali but desisted to comment on the other two expressions viz. 'Suvad Shah'
and 'Mayda Allahul Fath' Bhattasali questioned whether Fath Shah was the decendent of Husain Shah of

Jaunpur and that has been indicated by al Husain Shah

Abdul Kanm and G S Farid both explained the three expressions of the coms of Fath Shah. Karim took
the terms ‘al Husamn Shali' and "Suvad Shahi' as regards or rewards shown to the King makers by Fath
Shah in his coms. That the family of Syed Husain. son of Syed Ashraf al Husaim (later Sultan Husain
Shah) contributed a great deal to the capturing of the throne by Fath Shah which as regards to the Husaini
family mscribed by Fath on the comns. Karim thinks that Suyad Shahi on the cons of Fath Shah may refer
to Sved Ashrat al Husai and 'al Husain shahi' may cither referred to Husain of Syed Ashraf al Husaim or
the name of his son Sved Hosain who supported Fath But this assumption of Karim is critisized by
Mukhapadhyay and G S Fand Mukhapadhyay pleaded that there are so many examples of King makers
i history whose names are never been mentioned by Kings on their coins as regards G- S Fand opined
that if we accept Kanmi's proposal as correct then all the carly coins and inscniptions of Fath Shah dated
886 should mscribed the names of King makers. But his early inscription of 886 and the com dated 836 do
not bear that expressions. Rather Fand took al 'Hisain Shahi' as an error that was common i Bengal. for
‘al Junavad Shahi' He proposed that Junaved Shah may be the popular name of Fath Shah which was
inscribed m his coms”™" About Suyad Shahi Farid is of the opinion that the word actually is 'Susad Shahi'
which he considers as a mistake of the engravers and as the word is meaningless so he 1s infavour of the
conjectural reading that "Suvad Shahi® stands for 'Khalladalla hu Mulkahu' Farid admites the reading of

Blochmann 'mayda Allahu al Fath' as correet. According to Fand what has been read in IMC coin no. 138

"** Corpus. p. 101

FUIMC, 1L p 169, com no. 153

" BMC. p.39. coin no 94

“UHB. 11 p 136. I n. no.1. HSB. P.244. Fn.
"UND. vol 11 part 11 (1978), p. 96
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as al Husamn Shay 1s musread and should be ‘'majdahu Allah hul Fath'. He proposes that the reading of al

Husain Shalu should be read as al Junayd Shahi

One thing should be remembered here that the so called al husam Shal or al Junayd Shahi. m cach case
bears a small horjontal bar bfore the letter 'Lam' and there 1s no mitial "ALf' It seemed that this honzontal
bar denoting the letter 'Kaf though 1t 1s detouched from the word, sull 1t s plausible to take 1t as a 'Kaf

Then the reading will be kajunayd Shaht 1.e 'hke Junayd Shahi' There 15 no reference avaulable of any
Junayd of the peniod or popular name of the Sultan, So the oiginal meaning of the word 1s very difficult to
concieve. It 1s to be remember here that in a com type (Type BR) Fath Shah claimed himself as 'Kuchmard
Shahi' (discussed later) Could this kajunayd Shai' be 'Kuchmard Shahi”? Only by admitting the
misspelling of the engraving, as proposed by Farid. Likewise there 1s a small flourish at the beginning of
the letter Sin of Suvad Shahi. which may be taken as an initial Kaf. Admitting some ingraving mistake it
could be read as Kuchmad Shah also. but it may not stand for Khalladallahu Mulkahu as proposed by
Fand. because there 1s a clear 'Shahi' at the end. In the same way. Blochmann's reading of "‘Majda Allahu

al Fath' should be either 'kajunavd Shahi'or 'Kuchmard Shahi'. because the word "Shahi' 1s at the end.

The reading of the word Allah of majda Allah 1s very doubtful. Kanm read a comn of fath Shah i the
CUMC (Com no 128) as 'Sikandar Sani' but it should be read as 'Kajunayd Shahi' The reading of

Sikander 1s not at all conviencing. This con is a variety of Type B6 without the mint name and date

Type B3 1s a commemorative com found only in silver with 'Kuchmard Shahi' at the end before the mint
name and date. The mint name 1s Fathabad, dated 896. Why he proclaimed this title 'Kuchmard' there is
no indication of that in history. But it may be assumed from the coin legend that Fath Shah occupied a
part of the Kuch arca From the Birol nscription of Saifuddin Firuz (Alias Malik Andil) scholars
concluded that Malik Andil rebelled against Fath and carved out a pricipality near the frontier adjacent to
Kuch arca'™ The date of the mscription is 889 So it may be assumed that i 890 Fath marched against
Andil and either after a victory of just at the time of marching Fath declared himself as 'Kuchmard Shalw',

conqueror of the Kuch area

If we admut the expression Ka Husain Shahi or Ka junayd Shahi (discussed above) for Kuchmard Shahi
then at also should be admutted that from the very beginning of Fath's reign he was in continous conflict
with Kuch rulers It continued from 886 to 890, and just at the beginming he announced the victory
without having 1t in reality  After the proper victory in 890 Fath struck the commemorative coin B3. This
tvpe was also found without date and mint name and may be regarded as an nitial stricking before the
victory. It should also be noted that present day Birol in the district of Dinajpur was to some extent the

frontier of the Koch country during the penod concerned
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One of the important com tvpes of Fath Shah is Type B10, the lion type Like his father he also continued
to depict an image of a hon i Ius coms. both lion to right (Type B10) and lon to left (Tvpe BI1) are
found m Ins coms Lion was a umversal royal symbol of power and strength for the Kings It is to be
remembered that Jalal nddin Muhammad Shah introduced first the image of a lion i his coins. Probably

the similar conditions prevailed during the reign of Nasiruddin Mahmud and Fath. pohitical or regional.

Fah Shah's Type B12 15 a umque com not struck before or after Fath by any Bengal Sultan In the center 1s
a symbol of a sun or a wheel on both sides and the legend 1s on the margin as alrcady mentioned Why
Fath depected a sun on the coms. 1s not mentioned in any source. Sun 1s the symbol of all powerfull and
probably to publicise his power and authority or to denote his name 'Jalal'. which means 'splendour’. No
contemporary Sultan 1 and around Bengal used this symbol on their comns Therefore. 1t may be

considered as an inmnovation of Fath Shah,

The most important and uncommon of Fath Shah's coins are the Types B7, B8 and B9, Among these Type
B7 1s also found in Gold (Type Al) Type B7 legend shows that Fath Shah claimed himself as the 'Sultan
of those who are devoted 1o vigil and contemplation. the old attendant for the ‘Qadam Rasul’ and in Type
BS he claimed to be a follower of Prophet or a Dervish (the word denotaing the name is not clear on the
com) may be the Moulana Barkhurdar. This Dervish who may be mentioned in the second Mahdipur
mseription of Fath Shah'™" In Type BY Fath Shah claimed himself as the ‘Sultan who is famous as a
follower of the Prophet and Ius five companions of the Khilafat-i-Rashida and the illuminated Jalal uddin
Fath' All these mystic ttles indicate Jalaluddin Fath's vencration for religion and religious activity
particularly of the line of Ma'nifat or divine knowledge. It may be recalled here that in the inscription of
Mahdipur. Gaud. Fath Shah claimed himself as "Kashifu asrarul Quran, ‘alimu ulumul adyan wal abdan’,
‘revealer of the seerets of the Quran, leamed in the sciences of religion and body''™ Kanim commented on
this mscription that "if the titles truly reflect the charceter and personahity of the Sultan, Jalal al din Fath
was really a ven powerful king He was a learned mufaxsir beng able to explamm the secrates of the
Quran"" The cons also corroborate this. As coins reached the public directly. the Sultan would probably

not go to the extent of making a false claim to the nation as a whole.

Though no com of Fath claimed the formula 'Khalifat Allah b1l Hupgat wal Burhan' but the Gunmant
mosque mseription bears this formula. He did not use high sounding titles like ‘Sultan us salatin' in coin
legends, but m mscription these titles are found'" 'Shaikhul mujawir li Qadam Rasul' (old servant for the

foot print of the Prophet) indicates his devotion to the religious places (Type B7). The Qadam Rasul,

N Sultani Amol. pp 284-285 Dusho Bachhar, pp 264-65
“YIB.IV. p. 124. CAPIB no 7. 78, p. 207 - &
"IB.IV. p. 124, CAPIB. no 617, pp. 205 -7
" CAPIB. pp. 207 -208
" Ihid.
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carhier was at the Chilla Khana of Shah Jalaluddin Tabnizi at Pandua and later it was removed by Husamn
Shah to Gaud'"" Probably Fath Shah as a devotee of Shah Jalal Tabnzi used o visit the Chilla Khana and
Qadam Rasul. and his devotion to the Dervish and the footprint are mentioned on the comn. Type B13 and
B14 arc two fractnonal com of Fath Shah which indicate that trade and commerce of the penod needed the

fractional coms for transactions Generally fractional comns of the Bengal Sultans are rare

Jalaluddin Fath's comns are dated form 886 to 892 (Type B9). The coms reveal that he ruled for seven
vears which 1s some how consistant with the duration given in the Riyaz. According to Riaz the duration
is seven vears five months But the British Muscum inscription of Fath Shah contains the date 893'% So,

his reign tallies exactly with the duration given by the Rivaz

Jalaluddin Fath Shah was an able ruler and he struck both gold and silver coms having denominational
coms n silver also The various types of coins represent the taste of the Sultan as well as the economic
condition of the peniod As a practical ruler Fath Shah used the image of a lion and the sun. but on the
otherhand. he proclaimed himself as a mystic devotee of divine knowledge But no true devotee or
possessor of devine knowledge pulicizes this. Therefore, these proclamation of Fath Shah were probably

for the practical purposc of the political need of the time

"' Dani, Mushim Architecture in Bengal, Dacca: Asiatic Society of Pakistan, 1960, p. 120,
" CAPIB. n0 9 80.pp 210-11. S.m. Hasan, JASP, X111, no 1.(1968). pp.49-55
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Habshi (Abyssinian) Rulers 893 - 898/1487 - 1492

After the murder of the last ruler Fath Shah of the Mahmud Shahi fanmuly or the Later llyas Shali Dynasty.
the assassin Shahzada Barbak ascended the throne and assumed the title of Sultan. According to Finshta
the second ruler of the Mahmud Shabr fanuly (Later llyas Shali) Ruknuddin Barbak imported many
Abyssintan slaves and deputed them in high civil and military positions in the Sultanat’ with the state
patronizations during the rule of Barbak Shah and his son. Yusuf Shah. they became very powerful.
Although Fath Shah restramed them severely” they had intnigued agamst him under the leadership of an
Abvssiman the chiel cunuch of the palace (Khwajasera) Shahzada Barbak. who with the help of the Paiks
(bodyguards) of the Sultan succeeded m murdering Fath Shah one night' Shahzada Barabk assumed the
name Ghivasuddin Barbak Shah but could not rule for a long time Soon after he was also murdered by
Mahk Andil another Habshi noble Amirul umara of the tme of Fath Shah and assumed power. Habshi
rule continued m Bengal for six vears with four rulers: Among those four only one. Qutbuddin Mahmud
the third ruler succeeded the throne from his father Malik Andil the other two had no blood relationship
but were from the same Habshi stock  All the four rulers struck silver comns in their own name except the
two rulers. Saifuddin Firuz and Muzaffar Shah who struck coins i both gold and silver. The four rulers
are 1). Sultan Shahzada ahas Ghiyasuddin Barbak. 1) Malik Andil alias Saifuddin Firuz 1) His son
Qutbuddm Mahmud and 1) Sidh Badar Diwana ahas Shamsuddin Muzaffar Shah

1. Ghiyasuddin Barbak 893 /1487

The first ruler of the Habshis was Barbak who was the Khwajasera (Chief cunach of the palace) of Fath
Shah. After his ascension to the throne Barbak adopted the policy of exterminating non-Habshi nobles as
well as opponents from the Habslus and replaced them by loval men: According to the Rivaz Malik Andil,
the commander of the forces was in a frontier campaign at the time of the murder of Fath Shah. He was
summoned by the new King Barbak. There 1s a long story about this confrontation between Mahk Andil
and Barbak and Andil's vow of lovalty by touching the Holy Quran as reported by both Tankh-i-Firistah
and Rivazu's Salatn’ Among the modern lustorians R D Banarjee and Habibullah have taken this story
as true but Mukhapadhvay raised doubts. Abdul Karnim accepted the story with some hesitation’, and
questioned the motive of the murder of Barbak bv Andil. In the Rivaz two different reasons have been
given. In one place 1t 1s stated that Malik Andil was planming to set his own son on the throne, and in

another place that he was avenging the murder of his master Fath Shah,

" Muhammad Qasim Firishta. Tarikh-1-Firistah. Lakhnow Nawal Kishore. 1864-65. Vol-2, P.580
* Sultam Amol. p 277

"HB. 11 p.137

*Rivaz .pp 122-124

* Sultani Amol p. 283
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Abdul Kanm on the basis of revised date 887AH of the Birol inscription of Saifuddin Firuz Shah (Malik
Andil) proposes that for pohitical reasons Malik Andil left the capital dunng Fath Shah’s raign and
rebelled agamst im He carved out a small principality i the north castern part of the kingdom. 1¢
and around Birol arca (present Dinagpur district) If we accept this proposition as truc. as has been
admitted by Mukhapadhava then it should also be admitted that Shazada Barbak's summon to Andil was a
design to capture the latter Andil also took the chance to be present in the capital and fulfill lis own
design of killing Barbak

In this casc there would be no consistency with that portion of the story told i the Riyaz about “Avenging
the murder of s benefactor” or of consultation with the nobles with the widow of Fath Shah for the

selection of a Sultan.

But 1f we assume that Barbak s pohey of extermimnating his opponents provoked Andil to vengeance and
as a general Andil considered himself to be a better candidate for the throne than Barbak The situation
created by Barbak after Fath Shah’s murder was very favorable to Andil's designs Thus, why by
murdering Barbak he placed himself on the throne. Except the portion of avenging his benefactor rest of
the story of Rinvaz 1s consistent with this proposition If we admit the revised reading date of the Birol
mscription 887AH as correct then this adjustment of the story 1s obvious. However, the Birol inscription's
date has been read from time to time differently”. Barbak or Sultan Shahzada reigned for a very short
peniod. There are controversies about the length of his reign and even the Rivaz gives three dates, two and

a half months. six months and cight months’, and the Tabagat-i-Akbari gives two and a half-months®

Barbak issucd sihver coms m lus own name of one tanka denomimation after the tola weight standard.
Coms of Barbak became known in the recent past, the late eighties of the 20™ century and published in the

INSHin 19937 They are very rare and only a few are known mostly in private collections.

There are three coms of Barbak i three separate private collections in Dhaka"and two coms i Calcutta

n two private collections' In all eight to ten coins of Barbak are known and only one coin in the JNS/,

"A KM Yaqub Ali enumerated various readings of the scholars in datail and gave lus own comments in las book
Select Arabic and Persian Epigraphs. Dhaka: Islamic Foundation. 1988, pp. 58-59

Rivaz (Eng Ty p 124
" Sultamt Amaol._p 281 Dusho Bachhar, p. 263, Mukhapadhyay also includes the view of Mayir-1-Rahimt which is
two months

“ Murtaja Bascer. "The first known Coin of Shazada Barbuk the Habshi Sultans of Bengal”, INSI, LV, Pants 1&2,
p.76-78

P One coin dated 893 of mint Darn Nur 1s in the collection of Dr Ishaque Imam, Dhaka. Published i JNS/, LV,

1993 Pp. 76-77 One coin dated 893 of mint Fathabad is in the collection of Mr Mozammel Haque. Dhaka,

unpublished. One com dated 893 of mint Darud Darb 1s in the collection of Mr 1fthekher Alam. Dhaka.

"' One coin with Mr Sawaran Dash. mentioned in Dusho Bachhar, pp 261-262. another with Mr.) P Goenka. in

Caleutta
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Vol LV, two m Rajgor and three in SCA have been pubhished. All lus cons are of a single type according

to the comn legend

Type Bl Silver Tanka
The obverse bears within a decorated bordered circle the Kglima m two hines and the third line contains

the name of the mnt and date.

The reverse bears i a decorated aircle like the obverse the name of the Sultan Ghives w'd dunya wa d din
abti T muzaffar Barbak Shah as Sultan khallada Allahu mutkah . Deliverer of the world and the religion
father of victory Barbak Shah the Sultan may Allah perpetuate his kingdom’

In this type three mimts have been mentioned. Fathabad. Dar ud Darb/Daru Nur and Khazanah All the

coms bear the same date. 893

Rajgor published a photograph of a con of Barbak, which is a rather crude pattern with no decoration
Both the obverse and reverse sides are either in a circle or have lettered surfaces. But the legend 1s same as

the above com Type BI The mint 1s Khazanah and the date 1s the same 1.¢, 893

It may be mentioned here that Barbak did not claim “as Sultanu’l A'zam’ or “al adil” in lus comns. Rather he
was content with only s regnal name Ghivas uddin. and he chose the Kunyah Abul Muzaffar. After lis
proper name there is the word “as Sultan” and no parentage. As he was a usurper he did not mention the

formula “Sultan bin Sultan”

He just followed the comn tradition of Fath Shah by simply beginning with the regnal name without any
extra ttle Fath Shah's last dated com s 891, so from the coms evidence it secems that he ruled up to 891

But his last dated inscription i1s 893" and the next ruler Shahjada Barbak's comn date is 893

Therefore it can reasonably be concluded that Fath Shah was murdered in 893 Although the Rivaz
nforms us that this happened in 896" On the evidence of dated coins and inscription we may now ignore
the Rivaz. The assassin Barbak assumed the throne in 893 and ruled for hardly six months, as the next
ruler Malik Andil alias Saifuddin Firuz Shah has cons dated 893 also

The Rivaz tells us that Barbak styled himself as 'Sultan Shahzada'. But lus coms reveal that hus regnal ttle
or name was Ghivasuddin Barbak Shah as Sultan. He was the pioncer among the Habshis to establish their

claim for a Sultanat. which lasted for only six years

"> Bratish Muscuny. imventns no 2299, S M Hassan, JASP (1968). pp 50-80, Mohammad Yusuf Siddiq. Arabic and
Persian text of the Iskamic Inseription of Bengal. Massachusetts, USA, 1992 (2" edition) (henceforth Arabic and
Perstan text, etc. ) pp 115116

" Riyaz P 121
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2. Malik Andil alias Saifud din Firuz Shah 893-896/ 1487-1490

The next Habshi ruler was Malik Andil, about him the Riyaz informs us that he was the premier nobleman
and was at the frontier at the ume of the murder of Fath Shah and the ascension to the Throne by
Shahzada Barbak'* But later on to fulfil his own ambition Malik Andil, by leaguing with the body guards
of the Sultan Shahzada. murdered the latter, just as Sultan Shazada had done and assumed the throne
styhing hamself as Saifuddin Firuz Shah in 893AH. Apparently Firuz assumed the power in 893 Coins
bearing the name of Saifuddin Firuz Shah are dated from 893AH which also support the proposition that
Firuz assumed power in 893AH but the Birol Inscription of Saifuddin Firuz Shah advocates infavour of
his early seizure of power in the northern part of the Sultanat as already mentioned'’. The Birol inscription
of Saifuddin Frruz reveals that he was Sultan before Barbak's assumption of power 1 ¢ the former had
rebelled agamst Jalaluddin Fath Shah The Birol iseription’s date 1s controversial among  modern
historians. Among the present scholars Abdul Kanm read the date as 887 but Bhattasali carlier read it as
889 After discussing all the views of the scholars A K M. Yaqub Al concluded that “The circumstantial
and other nunusmane and epigraphic evidences lead us to assume the reading of Jumada al-Akhir 889 as
nearer the truth”. Abdul Karim and Mukhapadhyay have admitted Saifuddin’s carly assumption of
power'” just as the other scholars who dealt with Birol inscription had done. Even Mukhapadhya divided
Fath Shah’s reign i two parts. before 893 and from 893" But probably Saifuddin Firuz did not issuc any
coms during his rebellion as no coms m his name before 893 has been reported vet. There is one comn
dated 892 wihich 1s considered an error of the engraver who reversed the digit 6 as 2 in Arabic. All lus
other coms date from 893 and continue up to 896 The Riyaz tells us that he ruled for three years™ . which
seems 1o be correct: Also his Garh Janpa mscription is dated 4" Muharram 893" indicating that he started

from the begmming of the same vear for lis second term

All the known coms of Firuz are the tola weight standard and are found in gold and silver. Only two gold

comns are known of one tanka. Stlver coins are i two denonunations, both one and one half tankas

According to the legend Saifuddin Firuz's comns are of a single type but there are many varities according
to thar marginal designs. There are also vanations in the style of calligraphy Most of the discovered
comns are struck from Khazanah the other mints are Fathabad. Mahmudabad. Firuzabad and Daru Noor or
Darud Darb Omiuttng the Ahf ofad darb ' 1.¢. which scems to be Daru Noor. The observed dates are
893,894, 895 and K6 The Brinsh Museum com known to be dated 892 should probably be rcad 896 the

Arabic numeral two and six are very deceptive to a non-Arab engraver.

" Rivaz. P. 122,

" In this Chapter inconnection of Fath Shah.

" A K. M Yaqub Ali Select Arabic and Persian Epigraphs, Dhaka: Istamic Foundation, 1998, p. 59
" Sultani Amol. p.284

"* Dusho Bachhar Pp 264-265
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Type Al Gold Tanka

The obverse i an omamented circle the Kalima in three lines /a ilaha illa Allah Muhammad Rasil Allah,
the forth line bears the name of the mint and date. Khazanah 893 The reverse also in an omamented circle
bears the name of the Sultan i Arabic Saif wd dunyd wa'd din abii’l muzaffar Firiiz Shih as Suliiin
khalladaitahe mudkaime wa Sultanahu.. *Sword of the world and rehgion father of the victory Firuz Shah

may Allah perpetuate his kingdom and power™ (Cat no.358).

I'vpe Al (a) Gold Tanka

Both the obverse and reverse legends are the same as com Type Al but the mint name on the obverse 1s
Fathabad and both the designs are in a decorative bordered circle (Cat. no. 359). Only two of his gold
coms are known one i the Kawale Collection in India, another in the collection of the British Museum™
Both coms arc of the same tvpe. The weight of the former is 106 grams, and the latter’s weight is 10 94
grams and 1s from the Fathabad mint. Though both are of the same type vet there is some difference in the

calligraphic sty le

Type Bl Silver Tanka

The legend of the silver coin is the same as the gold coins mentioned above. But the marginal design of
the silver coins arc varied in motifs as well as calligraphic styles In the coins the word Saif and Firiiz are
engraved differenthy and in the Khazana coin Saifuddin is written as Saif with the letter sad instead of sin.
The silver comn’'s diameter ranges from 26 mm to 31 mm and the observed measurements are 26 mm, 27
mm. 29 mm and 31 mm._ Two silver cons of this Sultan are worth mentioning, one having no mint- name
but bearing the date 896 the last year of his rule, and another bearing the mint as Firuzabad Probably
Firuz revived this munt or renamed the capital after his own name after a long mterval. The Weight of

these silver coms varies from 106 to 11.3 grams

Tyvpe B2 Silver half Tanka
Only one fractional com 1s known. The legend 1s the same as the gold cons and was most probably struck

from the full tanka dic. 1ssued from Daru Noor nunt and dated 896, Its weight 1s 5.22 grams and diameter

20 mm™'

The gold com and denomimational coin of Firuz speaks of the healthy condition of the cconomy of the

penod. It also indicates the ability of the ruler to establish peace soon after the coup and chaotic condition

i which Firuz usurped power

t" Mohammad Yusul Siddiq. Arabic and Persian text.ete. PP 116 - 17

“"ONS. No 146 P 21. Coin No_ 16 and 17. Stan Goron mentioned the dinmeters of the Kawale coin as 22 mm the
diameter of the British Muscum com is not mentioned

‘1 SCA4 P 154 No. 889
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It 1s important to note that in Bengal any one who proclaimed independence or proclaimed himself as
Sultan first struck coms to pronounce his sovereignty, There are so many Sultans whose coins have been
found but mscriptions could not be traced or scldom known. But in the case of Firuz we have the
inscription from 88YAH but no coins till 893. though striking of coins is casier and faster than inscribing a
stone tablet. Thercfore, it may be summed following Abdul Kanm’s bipartite conflict theory of the ruling
Sultans 1.¢ the descendants of Barbak Shah and in opposition was Fath Shah who managed to succeed the
throne out of this conflict. And probably Malik Andil was in opposition to Fath Shah group and took
shelter in frontuer arca He was opposed to Fath Shah, took shelter in a founuer area after Fath's
assumption of power and established a small principality from which mscription was made. Later
probably he lost it to Fath Shah and Andil took shelter in a farther frontier area. After the assumption of
power by Shazada Barbak he reappeared on the scene.

He ruled from 893 1o 896 for about three vears and struck both gold and silver coins including silver
fractional coins from the mints viz. From Darud Darb. Khazanah, Fathabad. Mahmudabad and Firuzabad
besides Dar ud Darb and Khazanah. Mahmudabad is probably named after his son Qutbuddin Mahmud or
could 1t be the old Mahmudabad of Nasiruddin Mahmud's time.
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3. Qutbuddin Mahmud Shah 896/1490-91

After the death of Saifuddin Firuz us son and successor Mahmud ascended the throne in 896/1490-91
Saifuddin probably had a natural death, an exception to the practice of the time of murdering a king and
assuming power According to a reliable source cited in the-Rivaz, Firuz was murdered”. Had this been

50, then the murderer would have been the Sultan.

Coms of Mahmud are very rare and only few are known. All are of silver and dated 896 All the cons are
of tola weight standard and no denomiational comns have yet been found. A Single Kalima type coms are

known.

Type Bl Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the Kalima in a circle surrounded by another circle of dots. the legend 1s in three lines

in Arabic. Mint 1s Fathabad and the date 892 but the Arbic numerals two and six are just the reverse of
cach other, so it may be the fault of engravers who did not know the difference. Unlike the other coins the
word Allah after Rasul has been placed in the third line before the mint name. In other coins generally

Kalima 1s completed in two lines.

The reverse bears the name of the Sultan, Qb u'd dunya'wa'd din abii’l mujahid/Mahmiid Shah as
Sultan tbn Firtiz Shah ay Sultén i four lines. No additional title has been used. As he was the son of Firuz

that has been mentioned on the com

Coins struck from Khazanah (treasury) and Darud darb (the nunt) are also known but the legend. design
and date (896) are same. Mahmud ruled for a very short period As his father's coms are dated 896 and the
next ruler Muzaffar Shah's coins start from 896 too. It is reasonable to gucss that Mahmud hardly ruled
for about 6 months. though the Rivaz gives him one year™, which is not correct

Before the discovery of the coins of Qutb u’d din Mahmud Shah modem historians were confused about
his identity. Tabaqgat-i-Akbari, Tarikh-i-Firishtah and Riyaz us Salatin tell us that Mahmud was the eldest
son of Saifuddin Firuz Shah. But on the reference of Haji Muhmmad Quandahari as a source, Firishta and
Rivaz also state that Mahmud was the son of Fath Shah who was sworn in after the death of Firuz Shah.
There was confusion also regarding certamn comns and inscriptions which were assigned to Mahmud and
are very elaborately dealt with and discussed by Abdul Karim and Mukhapadhyay™ Qutbuddin
Mahmud’s coins have now settled all these controversies. On the basis of the coins of Mahmud it is now

clear that Qundahar was wrong and Mahmud was the son and successor of Firuz Shah therefore, it can

* Rivaz, p. 125 another version 1s after reigning for three years Malik Andil fel ill and died in 899,
f’ Ibid. p. 126
* Sultani Amol. pp. 290-292: Dusho Bachhar, pp. 271-172
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also be assumed that Firuz was not killed by the Paiks but probably he was the only Habshi Sultan who

had a natural death

Mahmud bin Firuz was a Sultan by name only while actual power was excrcised by his former teacher
Habash Khan who was appomnted by Firuz Shah himself for his son’s education. This Habash Khan
become so powerful that Mahmud became a puppet m his hands.

Coins of Mahmud are rare and only a few are known. Mukhapadhya mentioned two such coins®™ . In the
Singapore com Auction catalogue there are two comns. Some are in the collection of Bangladesh National

Muscum, G S Fand has pubhished all three vanctics of Qutbuddin’s cons struck from Darud darb.,
Fathbad and Khazanah i JNSI*

* Dusho Bachhar. p. 273
** G.S.Farid," Three Coms of Sultan Quibuddin Mahmud Shah of Bengal 896/1490" NS/, XLIV.pp 63-64.
228



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

4. Shamsuddin Muzaffar Shah 896 — 898/1490-1492

Last Sultan of the Abyvssimans was Sultan Shamsuddin Muzaffar Shah alias - Sidi Badar Diwana He
became promment by kilhng Habash Khan, who was Admunstrator - General of financial and
admimstrative affairs during the raign of Qutbuddin Mahmud Habash Khan was the defacto sovenign and
Qutbuddin became a puppet in the hands of Habash Khan as mentioned carlier. In league with the Patks
(body guards) of the Sultan one might he killed Mahmud Shah and assuming the title Shamsuddin
Muzaffar Shah ascended the throne™ in 896/1490

He is depicted m the history books as a tyrant and oppressor. According to Rivaz he was ‘very blood-
thirsty and audacious, he slew many of the learned and the pious and the nobility, of the city’. Syed
Husain was lis wazir, on whose council Muzaffar reduced the pay of the soldiers. For all this the people
as well as soldiers became disgusted with the Sultan. Ultimately there was a revolt against the sultan in
which Syed Husain took the leadership. Muzaffar with his supporters were besieged inside the fort™. This
conflict lasted for four months. According to Riyaz a large number of people were killed daily in the
fighting. Muzaffar Shah was finally killed in the battle and the nobles were victorious. They placed Syed

Husain on the throne

But the Tabagat gives a different story that when people became disgusted with the musconduct of
Muzaffar Shah onc mght with the help of the bodyguards Syed Husain entered the palace and killed
Muzaffar Shah Tarikh-1-Firightah, Riyaz and Tabagdt-i-Akbari gave to some extent the same story and
not a single reference 1s available in Muzaffar’s favour, Tuzuk-1-Babun only refers to his assumption of
power by killing the Sultan, and that he was an Abyssinian who was killed by Syed Husain when the latter
assumed power, but there is no reference to Muzaffar’s atrocities and misdeeds. On the reference of the
Tuzuk Sukhomay Mukhapadhaya raised doubts about Muzaffar's misdeeds (discussed later)

Muzaffar 1ssued both gold and silver comns in his own name. All the gold and silver cons are of tola
weight standard and tanka denominations No fractional coin of Muzaffar Shah is reported to be found

The descriptions of the coms are given below

Gold coins

T'vpe Al Gold Tanka
The obverse bears in a scalloped circle the Kalima n two lines and the third line bears the mint name
“Khazanah™ and datc as 896 The margin outside within another scalloped circle contains the name of the

four Khalifas interspersed by arabesques.

” Riyaz. p.126
" Ibid, p.127
229



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

The reverse bears within a double scallped arcle the name of the Sultan and benediction for the kingdom
i five lines Shamy ' dunva wa d din abii n nayr Muzaffar Shah as Sultin khallada Allahu mulkahu wa
Sultanah, “Sun of the world and rehigion father of help Muzaffar Shah the Sultan may Allah perpetuate his

kingdom and power’

All the gold coms of Muzaffar Shah are of the same tvpe A total of six such coins are known so far. BNM
has one such com and published in the HHRC™ E C Bayley first published in JASB vol XLII (old series)
PP 312-13 a drawing of one such gold coin without date and mint name. Lane Poole corrected ot later and
correetly deciphered the name of the king” R D Baneryi in NS vol XVI™ reported two such gold comns
S K Bhatt published a gold coin in JNSI, Vol. XLV, (which is illustrated by Rajgor)”. Stan Goron
published a gold comn dated 898 of the mint Khazanah in ONS™. Another coin of the same type and same
date 1s known to the present writer™ Therefore. it is apparent that a fairly good number of gold coins were

issued by Muzaftar Shah

Though 1t 1s reasonable to guess that the Husamn Shahi rulers were hostile to him probably melted down
coms of the Habshi perniod for re-striking in their own name. Nevertheless the discovered number of gold

comns indicate the sound cconomic condition of the period of Muzaffar Shah.

Muzaffar Shah did not proclaim any additional titles like ‘as Sultanu’l A"zam' or “al "Adil” for his gold
coms but was satsfied with the regnal title Shams ud dunva wad din and Kunyah abu'n Nasar which

means father of help. All the gold coins bear the Kalima as the obverse legend
Silver coins

Silver coms of Muzaffar Shah may be classified in to three types according to their legends with certain

vanations i marginal designs and style of calligraphy in cach group.

Type Bl _Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the Kalima m two lines and the third line contains the mint name and date. The reverse
bears the name of the Sultan Shams u'd dunya wa'd din abii'n nasr Muzaffar Shtth as Sultan khallada
Allahu mulkahu wee Sulténedin,. The design 1s the same as the gold Type Al Some coms have a single

scalloped circle. some also bear plan circle on both obverse and reverse So, this Type B corresponds

“HHRC.p 23. 0 119
" BMC p 43, F note
NS Vol XVI. pp. 697-698. All these 4 coins have been published by Tarafdar in The Culture Interaction in South
Asia. pp. 168-169
" Quoted in ONS. no 148 p 21, fn no. 11; Rajgor. Type 459, pi3.
"ONSNo 148 (Winten) P 21
"I a private collection. sized by the custom of the Zia International Air Port in 1989
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with the gold Type Al They have the following mints and dates. Daru Noor 896, (or Darud darb),
Khazanah 896898 Fathabad 896. Barbakabad 896. Muhamadabad 898

Tyvpe B2 Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the Kalima i three hnes and the date only in the 4 line without any mint name. The

reverse bears the name of the Sultan as above Type B1 but Ahit! Muzaffar. “father of victory™ in the place
of "Abu’n Nasar' at the end of sccond line. The obverse design in a circle decorated by another circle of

dats. the reverse design is not clear either 1t1s in a cirele or the same as the obverse.

Type 3- Silver Tanka (Commemorative 1ssue)

The obverse bears i a central circle. divided by two horizontal lines. the Kalima in two lines, the upper
half of the circle contans 1 tlaha (lld Allah lower half Muhammadur Raxiil Alldh. Marginal legend begins
with 8 o'clock position of a clock. Muzaffar Shith as Sultan khallada Allahu mulkahu wa. Sultana hu,
Kamta Mardun fi 898 “Muzaffar Shah the Sultan may Allah perpetuate his kingdom and his power.
Kamta plundered (victon of Kamta) in 898" This marginal portion is a continuation of the reverse

legend. This margmal legend 1s also encircled.

The reverse bears the legend n a circle fathul mulk. al-'adil, al-bazil al-mwjahid s'adu 'd din nagirn amirt'|
mu minin al mukhdtab Shamsu'd duny@ wa'd din abi'n nasr, the rest of the legend on the margin of the
obverse side 1.¢. Muzaffar Shah ete. “Conqueror of land, the just. the generous. the warnior, fortune of the
rehigion. helper of the leader of the fathful, who 1s known as Shamsu’d dunva wa'd din Abu'n Nasar
(Muzaffar Shah)’

Silver coms of Muzaffar Shah also bear the Kalima as the obverse legend like the gold ones including the
munt and date  The reverse bears the name of the Sultan as usual. Only Ius silver comn Type B2 bears the
Kunyvalr as "Abu | muzatfar’. thus here both the “Khmiyah™ and “Alam™ became the same. But not a single
nscription of the Sultan bears such a Kunyah of Abu’l Muzaffar” So. the coins Kunyah may be regarded
as an error. The commemorative coins of Muzaffar Shah are different from his other coins n all respects,
design. legend and exceution. The text of their legends resembles more of the text of nscriptions rather
than coms. Commemorative com discloses his victory over Kamta in 898/1492, this 1s very important and
sigmficant Alrcady we have mentioned the notion of the historians about the period of Abyssintan rule i
general and particularly of Muzaffar Shah. Only Mukhapadhya questioned the allegations against the
Abyssimians rule particularly the musdecds of Muzaffar Shah and commented that this were the
propaganda of the Husamn Shahis. He referced to the Tuzuk-1-Baburi which did not have any adverse
comment regarding Muzaffar Shah's rule except his assumption of power by killing the preceding ruler.

Sull lns (Mukhapadhyay) comments are not free from self-contradictions. Mukhapadhyay commented that
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Muzaffar was not a popular king and he had lost a large portion of his kingdom in cast and west Bengal
but Mukhapadhavay was not able to support this statement or assumption by evidence that Muzaffar was
in possession of this arcas i the first place. Thus although Mukhapadhayay doubted the reports of former

Histonans he could not give an impartial judgement himself

Inspite of internal ntrigues of Habash Khan and Sidi Badar (Later Muzaffar) Saifuddin Firuz was able to
run the admumstration successfully as evidenced by his buildings and chantable activities. But during the
reign of his successor Qutbuddin Mahmud the Sultanat detoriated farther and his short lived rule (six
months) was brought to an ¢nd when Muzaffar killed him and assumed power in the later part of 896. As
two of the previous rulers Firuz and Mahmud also ruled in 896 therefore, the treasury may have suffered
bankrupty This may have compelled Muzaffar to reduce the salary of the soldiers for genuine exigency.
Sull his gold coms of 896 and the continuos striking of silver coins from various mints dated between
896-898 indicate that within a very short time he had managed to establish the economic condition of the
state on solid ground. His mscription of Chilla Khana dated 898 also speaks about his justness. generosity
and scholarship™ His gold and silver coins speak of his ability in administering the country and the sound
cconomic basis of s realm. Though Kanm commented that there remain many questions unsolved due to
the want of information and ewvidences of the rule of the Abyissimans still the question that
Mukhapadhyay has raised should be considered properly with the evidence what we have at our disposals.

Saifuddin Firuz and Muzaffar Shah of the Abyssimans were able admimistrators and successful rulers of
the period A B M Habibullah’s, comment on the rule of Saifuddin Firuz 1s worthy to be mentioned. “In
the dark annals of Abvssiman predominance in Bengal, Firuz's reign alone provides a welcome relief. He

is credited with having ruled justly and efficiently”’.

The mamn objection agamnst them s the manner of their assumption of power. But history tells us that it
was the order of the day. if, the previous ruler Fath Shah and the succeeding ruler Husain with the same

fault are not judged as gulty then why should the Abyssimans only pay the price”?

Among the four rulers Ghiyasuddin Barbak (Shahzada Barbak) reigned for a very short peniod hardly
about six months in X893 as already been mentioned. In the same year Firuz struck coins. Firuz's coms and
inscriptions are found dated up to 896 and his inscription's last date is 2™ Muharram 896. So it may be
assumed that he died at the beginming of the year as his son and successor Mahmud also reigned within
that year for a short period of about six months and the next ruler Muzaffar Shah's coins and inscriptions
also been found dated 896 and up to 898 Muzaffar’s inscription's last date is 17" Muharram 898 but

“CAPIB. pp 227213
*lbid.
"HB. 1l p. 139
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many of his coms found dated 898 from different mints. So we may assume that he ruled up to the end of

that year. Thus the chronology of the Habshi rule may be fixed as follows:

I, Giyasuddin Barbak (Shahzada Barbak) 893/ 1487
2 Saifuddin Firuz (Malik Andil) §93-896/1487- 1490
3. Qutbuddin Mahmud (son of Firuz) 896 /1490
4 Shamsudin Muzaffar (Sidi Badar) 896-898/1490- 1492
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Husain Shahi 899 - 945/1493 - 1538

The reign of the Husam Shahi rulers 1s marked by histonans as the golden age of the independent Sultans
of Bengal' The dynasty 1s named after its founder Alauddin Husam Shah In all, four rulers of the family
of Husain Shah ruled for forty-five vears. Dunng this period the kingdom expanded far and wide. The
cconomic activity also expanded and developed a lot, due to which nunts were established in different
parts of the Kingdom and all the four rulers issued gold and silver coins from those mints during their

respective reigns. The rulers are as follows:

I Alauddin Husam Shah §99-925/1494-1519 founder of the family
2. Nasiruddin Nusrat Shah 925-938/1519-1531 son of Husain

3 Alauddin Firuz Shah 938-939/1532-1533 son of Nusrat

4 Ghivasuddin Mahmud Shal 939-944/1533-1538 son of Husain’

I. Alauddin Husain Shah  899-925/1493-1519

Alauddin Husamn Shah ascended the throne in 899AH after the death of the last Abyssimian Sultan
Muzaffar Shah There are two views of the historians regarding the end of Muzaffar Shah. In one view it
is pointed out that after a successful revolt by the people, in which Alauddin the mimster of Muzaffar took
the leadership, Muzaffar was killed in the battle and the courtiers clevated Husain the minister of
Muzaffar Shah to the throne’ In another view it is said that Alauddin Husain by the help of the paiks in
one might killed Muzaffar Shah and assumed the power' General disorder ensued as Husain allowed the
ransack of the aity of Gaud for three days for his partisans and for the restoration of peace of the city he
had to kill twelve thousand men’ Soon he was able to restore peace and political stability It may be noted
here that the previous reigns of the Abyssiman rulers were characterized generally by anarchy and

instability.

The remarkable cvents of the penod of Husain Shah are his expeditions and conquests i north-cast,
Kamrup and Kamtah. treaty with the Delln King Sikandar Lodi, conquests in southwest in Jajnagar and
Onssa upto the nver Mantreswar, in the east, a part of Trnipura and Chittagong, in the north-west most of
Bihar. His consolidation and restoration of peace. sctting up of an cffective administrative machinery

which provided for the growth of cconomy. trade and commerce resulted in peaceful development in the

" Sultani Amol. P 297

* Momtazur Rahman Taraldar. Husain Shahi Bengal 1494-1538 A.D. A Socio- Political Study, Dacca: Asiatic
Society of Pakastan. 1965. (henceforth HSB) p. 352

" Rivad. pp. 127-8. Also in //SB. p. 35

* Tabaqat-1-Akbart, Vol 111, p. 270. quoted by Tarafdar in Husain Shahi Bengal. p. 35

" Rivad, pp. 130-31
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field of art. architecture, lterature and culture. He transferred his capital from Gaud o Ekdala on secunity
ground. According to Sahm "So that peace i the country being sccured, anarchy and revolution which
had occurred during the period of Abyssiman kings. cte, vamshed and all disloyal ¢lements were reduced

to order”™

According to the practice after the ascension to the throne Husamn also 1ssued cons in gold and silver from

the various mints of the kingdom
Gold coins

Husain Shah’s numerous gold cons are found from various parts of his kingdom. Among the gold coins of
Sultani Bengal Husam Shah's coins are comparatively large in number. Gold coins of Husain Shah are
found in two denominations only. one tanka and quarter tanka In all there are eight types of gold coms,

which may be ascertamed according to their legends and denominations. All these coins are of tola weight
standard

Type Al Gold Tanka

The obverse bears the Kalima in two lines i Arabic and the third line contains the mint name and date,
which are Khazanah 899 The legend is mnscribed in a double scalloped circle made of eight shallow
brackets (})

The reverse bears the legends. also in Arabic, in seven lines in a circle, ax swltan al ‘adil al bazil waladt
sayyidul Mursalin *Aldud dunyi wa'd din abi’l muzaffar Husayn Shah/as Su ltan khallada Allahu mulkahu
wa Sulténahu. "The just and generous Sultan descendant of the leader of the prophets sublimity of the
world and the rehigion. father of the victory Husain Shah the Sultan may Allah perpetuate his power and
kingdom' The weight of the coin i1s (10.60 grams) and the diameter is 097" inches (26 mm)’. Another

comn of this type is i the British Museum collection, weighing 11 41 grams”

Type A2 Gold Tanka
The obvrse legend 15 1in an omamented caircle, same as Type Al 1¢ the Kalima and the mint and date 1s

same, Khazanah 899

The reverse legend 1s n a circle in four lines in Arabic ‘Aldud dunya'wa'd din abii'l mujahid Husam/Shah
as Sultan thollada Allahu mulkahu wa Sultanahu 'Sublimity of the world and the religion father of the

“Ind. P 132

CIMC 1L P 172 Con No, 167
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warrior Husam Shah the Sultan may Allah perpetuate his power and kingdom'. The weight of the com 1s

10 7 grams and the diameter 1s 25 mm”. Present location of the com is British Museum

Type A3 Gold Tanka

The com s the same as above Type Al but mn the reverse there 1s "Abu’l Muzaffar' nstead of Abu'l

Mujahid The mnt and date are also the same 1¢ Khazanah 899 The woight 1s 107 gram and the

diameter 1s 20 mm

Type A4 Gold Tanka

The coin 1s same as Type A3 but the mint name has been read as '"Mu'azzamabad' dated '907' and n a
double circle with arabesques in between. But most probably the mint name 1s 'Mustafabad’ The reverse
bears the Arabic legend m five lines in dboule circle with arabesques i between 'Ala wd dunya'wa'd din
abi'l muzaffar Huscvn Shah Sultan'bin Sayyid Ashraf khallada Alldhu mulkahu wa Sult@nahu, 'Sublimity
of the word and the relition father of victory Husain Shah Sultan son of Sayvyvid Ashraf may Allah

perpetuate his power and kingdom' The weight of the con is 10 7 grams and the diameter is 21 mm'".

Type A3 Gold Tanka

The obverse bears the legend n a arcle in three lines ay Sultanal 'adil “Alau'd dunyd wa'd din abi'l
muzaffar  The reverse bears the rest of the legend. Husain Shah Sultanbin Sayvid Ashraf al
Husdyni khullider mulkuhu wa Sultanuh 904AH. The weight 1s 10.56 grams and the diameter 15 26 mm.

The com 1s in the collection of the British Museum'”

There 1s a com of the same type in the Kawale collection in India but the com 15 dumpier than the British

Museum. weight 1s 10 7 grams. and diameter is 17 mm'"

Type A6: Gold Tanka

The obverse bears the legend. in three lines, in double circle ‘Ald w'd dunyiwa'd din abiial muzaffar. The
reverse bears the rest of the legend in four lines Shah Husain as Sultan khallada Allahu mulkahu. No mint
and date. the weight of the comn is 107 grams and the diameter i1s 17mm The com 1s i the Kawale

collection in India*

" ONS. No. 149. summer 1996, P.11.
“Ibid. p. 11

"bid. p 11

IMC L p 172 Con No. 168
'“ONS. 149, p. 11

" bid. p 11

"bid, p 12
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Type A7 Gold Tanka

The obverse legend 1s i a lettered surface in five lines ay Sultansal Fauh it Kamri wa Kamitah wa
Japagar wa Orisah 'Aldu'd dunyéd wa'd din © abii'l muzaffar. The reverse bears the legend in six lines.
Shah Husain ax Sultan hin Savvid Ashraf al Husap khullida mdkahu wa Sultanah Khazanah 919 The

weight of the com 1s not avaulabl and the diameter 1s 26mm"’

Stan Goron mentioned a com of the same Type A7 that 1s also in the Kawale collection. But the comn has a
‘thick dumpy flan' and the design of both the obverse and reverse are double circle. The legend of the
reverse ends with 8hnllida Kinlafandne mstead of 'mulkahu’ and the mint 1s Husamabad but date 1s not

clear. The weight 1s 107 grams and the diameter is 15 mm, thickness 4mm'™

Type A7 () Gold Tanka

The com s the same as Type A7 above but the mint name on reverse 1s Fathabad and date 1s only '89".
The coin is in a private collection n India'’ Diameter is [4mm, weight is not available. There is another
com of the same tvpe mentioned by Goron in Kawale collection of Fathabad mint but diameter is 17

mm and weightis 10 7grams Also a similar coin in the British Muscum having nomint name”

Type A8 Quarter vold Tanka

The legends of both the obverse and reverse are the same as Type AS and also struck from Khazanah but

dated 905 The weight 1s 2 7 grams and the diameter is 13 mm "

Silver Tankas (commemorative coins)

Type Bl Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the Kalima in a double braketed circle in three lines and margin bears the names of the

four Khalifas. Abu Bakar. Omar, Usman and Ali, mterspersed by arabesques

The reverse bears a long legend in six hines in a circle as Sultanul muiawakkil ‘ald Alldh al fanh I
Kamrit wa'l Kamah ha'mayar Allah Sayyid "Ald w'd dunya wa'd din abit al muzaffar Husdfn Shah ays
Sultin Farhy Kane "The rehant (Sultan) on Allah the conqueror of the Kamru and Kamtah by the help of

Allah Sayvid Ala v'd dunya wa'd din abu'l muzaffar Husain Shah the Sultan Kamtah is conquered’. There

is no date and nunt on the com™

'* J.P.Goenka collection. Calcutta. India.
"“ONS. 149, p 12.

' J.P.Goenka Collection. unpublished.
"ONS. 149.p 12

"Toid, P11
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This type vanes m respect of the designs and sizes, some coins have both the obverse and reverse designs
in a circle. some are the obverse in double bracketed circle but all the reverse designs are in a circle or in a
plam arca The measurement varies 27. 28 and 30 mm in diameter 1t s to be noted here that the last word
‘Fath Kamita' has been also mscnibed vanously  In some coms it is 'Fath Kamtah' and m others it 1s ‘Kamta
Fath' Agam the spelling of 'Kamtah' differs, sometimes it i1s 'Kamta' with an "Alf"at the end. sometimes
‘Kamtah' without ‘Ahf

Type BI (a) Silver Tanka (Kalima Type)

The obverse legend s the Kalyma and the name of the four Khalifas hike the com type Bl above but the

Khalima 1s 1 two lines and the third hine contains the munt and date.

The reverse 1s the same as the legend of type Bl above and the last word wnitten as ether 'Fath Kamtah' or
‘Kamtah Fath' This varety of Type BI (a) 1s found from the nunts Shanfabad dated 888, $39AH
Barbakabad dated Y00AH, Darud Darb dated 900 and Khazanah dated 900, there 1s another nunt, Daru
Noor. according to some scholars. But reading i1s doubtful. It may be read as Darud Darb with a shortage
of a letter "Alif' of Dar The weight of the coins of this vaniety 1s in general 10.7 grams and measurement
vanes from 27 1o 30 mm. There 1s one com of Sharifabad mint dated 888 Weight 10.7 grams. where the

word Fath Kamtah s woitten reversely as the word Kamtah has been engraved on the comn directly

Silvg ¥
The obverse bears the Kalima m two lines and the third hine contamns the munt, name and date The
observed mints are Shanfabad dated 899, Husainabad dated 899 and 900, Barbakabad 899, Darud Darb
dated 899AH

The reverse bears the long legend, i seven lines as Sultan al ‘adil al hazil waladi sayyidul mursalin
‘Aldu'd dunya wa'd din abi'l muzafiar Husaln Shah ay Sultan khalladallahy mulkahu wa sultanih' the
just Sultan, the benevolent, descendant of the leader of the prophets, sublimity of the world and the

rehgion Father of victors Husamn Shah as Sultan may Allah perpetuate his power and Kingdom'

This type 1s represented from the mints Shanifabad dated 899, Husamabad dated 899, 900, Barbakabad
899. Khazanah and Darud darb both dated 899 There are vaneties according to the design of the obverse

and the reverse and the weight ranges around 10.6 grams and measurements 26 to 30 mm

Type B3 Silver Tanka (commemorative coins)

The obverse bears the legend in five lines as Sultanu'l fath li Kamru wa'l Kamtah wa Jajnakar al‘inayat

Allah ‘Alian'd dunyes wa'd din abic'l muzaffar. The victorious Sultan for (conquest of) Kamru Kamtah and

Jagnagar which 1s blessings of Allah the sublimity of the world and the relegion Father of victory!
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The reverse bears the rest of the legend in five hnes also Husayan Shah'as Sultan bin Sayvvid Ashraf al
Husayni kivdlada Alldhn mulkahu wa sultanahu. Fathabad 89, "Husam Shah as Sultan son of Savyid

Ashraf al Husavim may Allah perpetuate his power and Kmgdom, Fathabad (mint), '89' (7) date

This type 1s veny rare and only a few coms are known, most of the known cons bemg munted from
Fathabad and the date s only 89", not 899 There are only four coms of this type i the collection of
BN M all are struck from Fathabad except one and are dated '89° The waights are around 10 50 gram

and measurements are 26 mm cach Only one com bears the nunt name Muhanmadabiid 1s dated 924AH

Type B4: Silver Tanka (Kalima Type)

The obverse bears the Kalima in two lines and the third hine contains the mint name and date. The mint
name 1s Fathahind and the date 899AH 15 also found i Khazdnah dated 899, 900, 908 & 910, Muytafabad
dated W07 and Chandrahad. date illegible

The reverse bears the name of the Sultan with the titles m four lines 'Aldued dunyi wa'd din ahitl muzaffar
Husayan Shiihy ax sultan khalladallahu mulkahu wa Suliénahu. ‘sublimity of the world and the religion
father of the victony Husayvn Shah as Sultan may Allah perpetuate lis kingdom and power” The weight of
the coms of this type ranges from 10.5 to 10.86 and diameter 25 mm to 32 mm. 1.¢. 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 and
31 mm. cach of the size 15 found.

Type BS Silver Tanka

The obverse 1s same as the Type B4 i a aircle but the mint name 18 Husamabad  The reverse 1s almost
same as Type BA's reverse but with an addition of fathers name i the 4th line hin Savvid Ashraf al
Husayani * son of Savvid Ashraf al Husayani and the Sth line contains khullida mulkahu wstead of
'Khallada Allahu Mulkahu' (IMC_ No. 199 P 176, Corpus Type G)

Type B6: Silver Tanka (Commemoration coin)

The obverse bears the legend in five lines, as Sultanal fatih i Kamrii wa Kamtahwa Japmakar wa

orvishah ‘Alaul dunyii wa'd din abi@l muzaffar’ "The Sultan conquror of Kamrup and Kamtah and Jajnagar

and onssa sublinuty of the world and the rehigion father of the victory'
The reverse bears the rest of the legend i five lines Husavan Shah ay Sultdn bin Sayvid Ashraf al

Husayini khallada Alldhn mulkahu wa sultanahu, Fathabad * ‘89" 'Husayan Shah the sultan son of Sayvid

Ashraf al Husavni may Allah perpetuate lus kingdom and power’
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This type is found from the mints Fathabad. Muhammadabad, Husaynabad, Khazanah Husaynabad,
Barbakabad™'. Darud darb and Khazanah and are of varous dates In fact this type is the most popular
type of Husayn Shah and gencrally found in abundance. The weight range 1s 105 to 10.08 and diameter

24 to 28 mm. The design vanes

The obverse bears the legend i three lines as Sultdn: al ‘adil ‘Ala w'd duny wa'd din abii'l muzaffar.’ The
just Sultan sublimity of the world and the rehigion father of the victory' The reverse bears the rest of the
legend in four lines Shah Husayn sultan bin sayvid Ashraf al Husayni khullida mulkuhu Khazanah 899,

"Husayn Shah Sultan son of Sayyid Ashraf al Husayni may lis kingdom be perpetuated, Khazanah 899
This type was also struck from Darud darb dated 902, 904, Y13, Khazanah dated 899, 903. 904 and 913;
Barbakabad dated 904 1t is struck n a wide flan measuring 38 to 30 mm diameters besides the normal

sizes of 27 1o 30 mm

Type B7 (2) Silver Tanka

The obverse and reverse legends are same as Type B7 mentioned above but with the addition of Alldhu
after Khallada and of wa Sulténahu after Mulkahu, struck in the Husainabad munt dated '8'. “89°. Darud
darb dated 902 and Barbakabad dated 904

There are some coms of Husain Shah having no mint name but only the dates. Type BS and Type B6 only
~dated 913 cach. On the other hand some coins are there having no mint names and dates, Types Bl. B2,
BS and B6. There 1s a peculiar rendering of dates in some coins also with only one digit '8' Type B 7 (a) or
two digit '8Y' (Type B) Tyvpe B7 (a).

Type B8 Silver Tanka

The type is same as Tyvpe B7 but omits the word a/ Adil. 'the just’, from the obverse legend The reverse
legend 1s same as Type B7 but line arrangement is different and the mint 1s Darud Darb dated 904

All the five denomimationas i silver, half. quarter, one-cighth. one-sixteenth. and one- thirty secondth, of

Husam Shah are known

Type B9 Half Tanka Silver
The obverse and reverse are the same as Type B7 but date 1s not clear. most probably the datc 1s 814, mint

also the same. 1 ¢ Khazanah The weight 1s 5.3 grams

1S Deyell. Ruper Bangla (unpublished Press Copy) P. 19, the coin is dated 912. 914 and 919
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Type B10 Quarter Tanka Silver

The obverse and reverse are the same as Type B 6 but the mint 18 Khazanah Husainabad dated
919AH The weight 152 6 grams

Type B0 (a) Quarter Tanka Silver

There 1s another type of a quarter tanka i SCA. The obverse bears in a circle the legend in four lines as
Sultan 'Ala wd dwnva watd din abii al muzaffar. The reverse bears in a lettered surface Husam Shah as
Sueltan bin Svvid Ashrat al Husaym: No mint and date 1s readable on the coin, the weight is 2 4 grams and

diameter |7 mm

Type B11 178" Tanka Silver

Both the obverse and reverse design are same, the lettered surface, the legend on obvese is Ald u'd dunya

wa'd din in two lines and the reverse legend in three lines Shéth Husayn — as Sultan. No mint and date,

the weight is | 4 grams

Type B12: 1/16" Tanka Silver

The obverse bears ‘Ald a'd duny@d wa'd din in three lines and reverse bears Shah Husayn ay Sultan also

in three lines i a plam surface the weight is 0 7grams.

Type B13. 1/32th Tanka Silver

In a plain arca the legend ad dunya wad din in two lines, on the reverse Shah Husayn |ax Sultdn|, the

weight 180 4 grams

The gold Type Al 1s similar to silver Type B2, Type A3 is similar to B4, Type A4 1o B3, Type BS 1o BT,
and A7 to B6 but the Type A2 and A6 are found only i gold. likewise Type B, B3 and Type BS are only
found i silver. There 1s no comn n any other metal. It 1s apparent from the cons that Alauddin Husain
Shah struck coms from the very first year of his reign both in gold and silver and in several varietics and

from various mnts

The first dated com m gold (Type Al) s struek from Khazanah dated 899 bears the Kalima on the obverse
and on reverse he proclumed himself the just and generous Sultan and also descendant of the leader of the
Prophets which is sigmficant. He tried to highlight his being a Sayvid The corresponding coin in silver
(Type B2) was 1ssued from the mints Husainabad. Shanfabad. Barbakabad. Darud Darb. and Khazanah,
all dated 899 and having vanous designs and ornamentation. There are also comns of this type (1.e. Type

B2) m silver having no nunt name or date.
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Gold com Type Al A2, A3 and A4 bear Kalima on obverse so it may be called as Kahma tvpe The
reverse bears the name of the Sultan or with hus parentage. Type A2 bears the name of the Sultan with the
Kunvah "Abu’l Mujahid' and most probably this 1s the only known com of Husam bearing this Kunyah All
the other coms bear the Kunvah Abu'l Muzaffar. Types A3, A4 bear the name of the Sultan with s
father's name Savvid Ashrat al Husavim Type A2 was struck from Khazanah dated 899 and no coin in
stlver of this tvpe 1s known, Type A3 corresponds with the silver type B4 The gold type Al was 1ssued
from Khazanah dated 899 Corresponding coms in silver type B4 also issued from Khazanah of different

date 899, v00_ w08 Fathabad only dated 899 Also from Chandrabad (N D ) and Mustafabad. dated 907

Type A4 that corresponds with the silver Type BS discloses his father's name on the reverse. The gold
Type Ad is struck from Mu'azzamabad mint dated 907 and silver Type B4 is struck from Husainabad

mint. date is not ¢lear

Type AS corresponds sith silver Type BT Type AS was struck from the mint Khazanah dated 904, only
two coms are known. but the silver Tyep B7 issued form the mint Khazanah dated 899, Husamabad 897,
Barbakabad (dated 904) and Darud Darb (dated 902, 913). This 1s a common type for the comns of Husam
Shah and found n various flans. Besides normal sizes this type also has 38 to 42 mm diameter, for this

some scholars designated these big flan coms as 'Nazranah' tanka i ¢ presentation money™

Type A6 has no match m silver. Type A7 bears the legend of the victory over Kamru, Kamtah, Jajnagar
and Onssa and the name of the Sultan with lis father's name and was struck from the mint Fathabad dated
'KO" This type m silver e Type B6 has been found bearmg different mints and dates including peculiar
dates with two digits or sigle digit. for example % or '98 cte the mints represented by this Tvpe B6 are
Fathabad 89" Darud Drab. Khazanah: Husamabad. Muhammadabad and Khazanah These mints are

represented by the dates from 910 to 924 except the dated 911 and 9187

Husam Shah's most important comn in silver 1s probably the Tvpe B1. It 1s also commemorative coin and
belongs to 'Kahma tvpe' But the reverse legend reveals the victory of Kamrup and Kamtah In this legend
Sultan proclaimed that he s rehant on Allah, a/ mutawakkil ‘ala Allah, and by his grace he became
victorious over Kamrup and Kamtah. He also proclaimed himself as 'Sayyid' descendant of the Prophet
and ending with "Fath Kamita' victory of Kamtah. The words Fath Kamtah are inseribed variously. Most of
the com bears Fath Kamtah but in one 'Kamtah Fath' giving the same meaning, In one coin the words are
placed revesely Type Bl coms are variously (7) known, some coins are found without any mint name and

date. Others with muntsd and dates. The munts are Shanfabad dated 899, Barbakabad dated 900. Darud

- Rajgor. p 34 Tape 486

“ The details of the nints with dates are given in 2 coin list. Mubammad Rezaul Karim. "Hosain Shahi Amoler
Kiclahu Bishista Roupyva Mudra: Ekn Prastabana®, fssavs in Memaory of Momtazur Rahman Tarafdar (ed) Perween
Hasan and Mubakharul Istan. thenceforth Kichhu Bisishta Mudra). Dhaka 1999, p 84
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Drab dated 900 and Daru Nur dated 900. Curiously enough the non-dated and mint less comns are a bit

crude in exceution and probably issued carlier

In all, three types of commemorative coins of Husain Shah have been identified The first. Tvpe Bl
commemorates the victory of Kamrup and Kamtah and are found only in silver. The second type reveals

the victory over Kamrup. Kamtah and Jajnagar Type B3 and are known only in silver

The third type which declares the victory over Kamrup, Kamtah, Jajnagar and Onissa are found both in
gold (Type A7) and silver (Type B6). Silver coms of the third type 1¢. Type B6 are usually found in
abundance and struck throughout his reign. But the gold coins ie. Type A7 i1s generally imited in number
like the other Sultam gold coms Type B6 1s probably the most common known type in silver but of the

corresponding gold coms, Type AT, only five coms are known

It is to be noted here that all these commemorative coins are very important and significant. Type Bl
shows that the Sultan 1s 'rehant on Allah and conqueror of Kamrup and Kamtah by the mercy of Allah'
The carliest of this tvpe 1s dated 899 and also without date and muntless as alrcady been mentioned. This
legend of Type BI also corroborates with the text of an mscription of Husain Shah dated 902* Most
probably the datcless and mintless coms were the carlicst 1ssues of Husam Shah Just after assuming
power he announced his own victory during Muzaffar Shah (*Kamtah Mardan') which probably as a
mimister was his own credit and that was used for propaganda. Though this Type Bl coins arc only known
dated 899 and 900. probably this tvpe ceased to be issued after 900 But the Suata and Madrasah
mscriptions of Husam dated 902 and 907 reveal the claim of conqueror of Kamrup and Kamtah by the
mercy of Allah. It indicates that up to 907AH. Kamtah Kamrup 1¢. the north -eastern frontier conflict

were continuing and in 902 and 907 some considerable victory was achieved,

Tvpe B2 coms are ven rare and only a few are known. In this type the victory of Jajnagar was added
along with Kamrup and Kamtah It also mdicates some gradual development i the conquests. Though
there s the mint name m the com but no specific date 1s given on the com except a fictitous date of two
digits 'RY" (discussed later). Tyvpe AT and B6 show further victories. These coin types include the victory
over Onssa also along with the victory of Kamrup. Kamtah and Jajnagar. But curiously enough in Types
Bland B3 the legends on the one hand declare the Sultan's glory by the word 'al Fatih™ the conqueror of
such and such lands. on the other hand use of the word like af mutawakkil “ald Alldh (rehant on Allah). ha
inayat Allah" (with the merey of Allah) and ‘al ‘inayat Allah' (endowment of Allah) Show the mitial cnsis
of the country while the Sultan was left to the mercy of Allah. All these indicate the carly problems of
consohdation and restoration of peace. The Rivaz tells us that for the restoration of peace m the city of

Gaud Husain had to kill twelve thousand men i one day. Thercfore, it may be said that the medieval
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rulers also used rehgion for the purpose of consolidation of their wordly powers. But in Type A7 and B6
coms which declare the victory of Kamrup, Kamtah, Janagar and Onssa no word of grattude is
mentioned It may also be mentioned here that in later part of hus reign he did not gave much emphasis on
religious formulas nor did the subscquent rulers of his family use religious legend or Kalima in their
coms They were contented to declare as of the Husami family and wish of perpetuation. It indicates the
familv's sccular atttude. they wanted to project a sccular comage system probably. As we know that
Husain came to power through a dynastic revolution by ousting the Abyvssiians and the last ruler of the
family Muzatfar Shah was killed. Therefore, the question anses that i the vear of the assumption of
power by Husam ¢ m 899 when consolidation of power restoration of peace and discipline were more
important than conquests, these claim of conquests how far in the very first year of lus reign in the north-
castern and south-western frontier lands were correet: That s the legend of the coin (Type Al and B6)
conqueror of Kamrup wa Kamtah wa Janagar wa Orissa was it hteranly true” This has drawn the

attention of the modern historians.,

Among the listonans Abdul Kanm and Momtazur Rahman Tarafdar discussed the legend ' Al-Fatih h
Kamru wa Kamtah wa Janagar wa Onssa' in detanls. Kanm had published an article in 1970 Where he
admitted that i the vear of assumption of power by Husam i 899 these comns bearing the victory legend
(Type B6) were struck. He presumed that during the reign of the Mahmud Shahi (Later Ilvas Shahi)
regime. being an important noble of the realm, Husain conquered these lands™ . For publicity's sake. as it
was a necessity at the tme of his occupation of the throne. Husan announced that the sultan is the same
Husain who had conquered Kamrup, Kamtah, Janagar. and Orissa™ That 1s. all these victories were
carhier achievements He also enumerated the known sources other than coins, of the campaigns of those
lands and concluded that the Kamrup Kamtah expeditions started n 1498, the Sultan achieved mtial
success m 1302 m which vear he issued an nseription refernng to the conquest of Kamrup Kamtah, for
the Jamagar-Onssa campaigns the known dates are 1509, 1513 and 1516°° Mukhapadhyay rejected the
opmion of Kanm and argued that if so happened m the previous reigns then the claim of that victory of
the said land would have been recorded n the respective Sultan's coins or inscriptions. But pinor the
Husain Shah such examples are not present™ But Mukhapadhyay admitted that the coin bearing the
victory legend were assued n 899 and opined that it was the practice of the rulers that at the time of

expedition to a land they used to claim the victory of that country™ Tarafdar also rejected Kanm's

*! Suata inscription, Burdwan. CZAPIB, P 241
“JASP. XV, No 1. PP 9-10

“ Sultani Amol, P. 130

TJASP, XV.p 11

“* Dusho Bachhar. p 302

“ Ibid. P. 301
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proposition of carhier achicvement but adnutted that the claum of the victory over Kamrup Kamtah

Jaynagar and Onssa by Husam in 899, for propaganda's sake may be correct”'

In fact we have scen that during the reign of Muzaffar Shah Kamta Mardan coms were issued, a
commemorative com dated 898 Therefore. the proposition of Karim 1s at least partially correct. It may be
assumed that just atter assuming power Husain struck coins with the announcement of the victory of
Kamrup and Kamtah through Type Bl Most probably the credit of 'Kamta Mardan' of the reign of
Muzaffar Shah (in 89%) was due to Husam which he claimed through the undated cons of Type BI. ‘al

Fatih al Kamru wa'l Kamtah ba'inavat Allah' and ' Fatilh Kamtal'

Now another question anses whether there was a civil war at the end of Muzaffar Shah's reign. which had
lasted for our months, resulting i the Killing of Muzaffar and paving the way for Husain. In the case of
cvil war how could 1t be possible for continuous victory of the north-castern frontier for the Mushm
soldiers” Infact 'Kamta Mardan' comn dated 898 (the last vear for Muzaffar) and 'fath Kamtah' comns dated
899 and Y00 of Husamn Shah indicate a continuous frontier conflict in that area Likewise there were
conflicts and conquests i the south-west frontier also if the Type A7 and B6 coins are taken into account.
Most probably from the tme of Muzaffar Shah these expeditions mn the north-castern and south-western
fronts were continuing. According to Tarafdar these continuous frontier conflicts were inherited by
Husain Shah and continued in later times™'. Therefore, in the context of these continuous frontier battles
with the neighboring enenues the theory of the four months long civil war during Muzaffar Shah's reign
demands reconsideration. It supports the opinion that treacherously with the help of the paiks one night

Husaim killed Muzaffar Shah Tarafdar accepts this latter view to be correct ™

Tarafdar's proposition that at the tme of assunung power by Husam Shah the expeditions of the frontiers
were continuimg. may be correct Just after assuming power Husain may have announced the victon
during Muzaffar's time as lus own, and probably some primary conquest in the frontier may have been
declared through the silver coins Type BI. In the context of the general condition of the country this kind
of declaration was necessary for the consolidation of his own power and for up keeping the moral of the
people But the 'Fath Kamtah' coms bearmg mint names and dated 899 and Y00 are most probably 1ssucd
to commemorate Husam Shah's victory. Because, 1f these were minted solely for propaganda then only
‘Kamtah' was not mentioned. Therefore, it proves his own victory over Kamtah in 899 and 900, The Suata

mscription dated Y02 also corroborates and confirms this.

“MR Taraldar. "Epigraphic and Numismatic notes bearing on the History of Pre-Mughal Bengal”. LASBD, XX,
No 3 (1975)p. 9
"bid P Y
“HSB.p 33
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Type B6 coms dated 899 were ssued for publicity as assumed by historians. But in reality it has been
proved that just after lus ascension to the throne Husam issued the cons of ‘Fath Kamta' Tyvpe 1¢ Type
Bl There 1s much ground to believe that Husam did not issue the coms with specific dates claiming the
victory over Jagnagar and Onissa (Type BO) until some sort of victory was achieved in the south-west
front. Though the carlicst com of this type 1s said to be 899 but it 1s a fact that no comn of Husam bearing
the claim of wctony over Kamrup. Kamtah, Japmagar and Onissa dated 899 has vet been found. Whereas
coin of this type's carhiest known date is 910 A H. when some sort of victory in the Orissa region might
have been achieved Type B6 coms' known dates according to Kanm are 910/1504, 915/1509,
G19/1513.921/1515.922/1516 and 924/1518" But we have found coins of this type were continuously

struck from 910 to the end of hus reign up to 925 from different mints, excepting the dates 911 and 918,

Comn Type B6 was struck from Darud Darb date 910, 913, 921, 922 from Husainabad dated 914 and 919,
Muhammadabad dated 916, 917, 920 and 924 Besides coms other sources reveal the dates of the

expeditions to Jajnagar and Orissa as 1309 (915 A H ) 1513 (919) and 1516 (Y21) as Kanim has reported ™

There are discussions of the cons of Husain Shah, bearing the legend of ‘al Fauh Kamru wa Kamtah wa
Jaagar wa Onissa. dated 899 In fact none of them bear the date 899 Some coins were found from the
mints Fathabad and Khazanah or Khazanah Husainabad with a fictitious™ date cither only '89' which have
been taken as 899 by the scholars. Such cons bearing the legend of Type B6 and dated 899 as cited by
Karim are BMC com no 123, where ' Fathabad 89" has been nseribed but the wniter (Lane Poole) thought

it was 899. by nustake '89" has been recorded™; likewise IMC I1, also bears the date ‘89"

In fact no comn contammmg such victory legend (Kamrup. Kamtah, Jajnagar and Onissa) reveals the date

899 Therefore. there 1s no reason and scope of taking the digits '89' as ' 899'AH

Morcover. a com type of Nusrat Shah from the mint Darud darb dated 925 also bears the 'Fictitous' date
'89" with the mint Fathabad on the other side of the same comn' As the comn legends of Husain Shah and
Nusrat Shah are completely different. there 1s no scope of usimg a dice of Husan Shah for the com of
Nusrat by mustake. Theretore. in presence of such a comn of Nusrat Shah there 1s no vahd reason to assume
the coin of Husain with 'Fathabad 89' as dated 899AH™ It 1s obvious that after his victory Husain claimed

it on his coms with the proper dates form 910 onwards. It may be mentioned that Type A7 1¢. the gold

" JASP. XV (19T0) P |

Yibid. p. 11

" 1.8 Devell. in Rupar Bangla (Press Copy) for the first time used this term

" BAIC, p. 48, Plate VI also infroduction, P XXIX.

Y IMC 1L P 173, comn No. 175, PL V.

* About this figure ‘89" on the coins of Husain and Nusrat Bhattasali commented that "They cannot represent a date
by themselves. " N.K Blattasali. Catalogue of coms collected by Savved A SN Taifoor of Kawser [louse, Dhaka.
and Presented o the Dacea Nusewn. (Heneelorth Taifoor catalogue) Dacca. 1936, P XX
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coms beanng the victony of all four places also have the "ficutious’ date of '89" and another bears the date
919 which 1s more sigmficant. most probably after a dicisive victory commemorating the cvent this gold
com was struck  Accordmg to Mukhapadhyay Husam's battle with Onissa started in 1493-94 (899CE) but
continued for long”  He also mformaed us quoting the varous literary sources that m 1515CE. Husamn
renewed 2 march agamst Onssa and he himself took the leadership. In 15 14CE Husamn's terntory was
extended towards Onissa up to the nver Mantreswar. Mukhapadhaya assumed that 1515CE's battle was
the last battle between the tow parties™ Most probably i 1515CE's battle Husain achieved the victony

which may have been declared and celebrated by issuing the gold com of Y19/1515.

Coms of Husamn with the victory of Kamru, Kamtah, Janagar and Onssa legend bearing the mint name of
Fathabad with the fictitious date '89" are found in abundance It may be assumed that all those coins were
not struck i one sear On the other hand continuous 1ssue of the coins with the same legend up to the end
of lis regn 1s o puzzle. When this type of fanciful date started, or why this has been used continutously 1s
not known Nor does it seem to be the "crude and mechanical survival of the date figures. . of Husain
Shah of 899AH" as has been assumed by Bhattasali*  We are not in a position in the present state of our
knowledge to explam the mystery of iscribing this imagmary date of '89° It may be presumed that comns
with these fictinous dates may have been issued for publicity during the carly peniod of his reign while
expediions were sent 1o those arcas or at the ume of some primary achievements. But mtentionally the
actual dates were concealed by using such imaginary figures because the decisive victory was not
achieved then and there was the intention of concealing the actual date of 1ssue. Otherwise particular
victory was obseryed fromtime to time with the clearly dated coms (910 to 924AH) The large quantity of
those coms beanmg 89" which indicate continuous circulation may be explamed m this way that these
coms were probably struck durimg the starting of the war for the payment of soldiers i the fronticrs from
a mobile mint Therefore, these coms were mnumerable and were scattered among the people so, there
was 1o scope of returm of these coms to the mint for re-striking m later time. On the other hand marches in
the north-cast and south-west fronts were long expediions, and due to geographical position and
adnumistratine diftficulties replacement of the com dice was not umely . Or the cause may have been to
conceal the actual date of issue, to check the undue mterference of the bankers and money changers. who
Devell remarked that. "the date may have been deliberately obscure. and intended as defense against the
practice of harra or discount of older coms m circulation imposed by money changers™ Al these

assumptions are not unrcasonable

It may also be noted here that though Husamn Shah conquered Chittagong, Tripura and part of Tirhut but
like the commemoration legend of Type B6 claim of conquests of the mentioned places were not recorded

¥ Dushe Bachhar. PP 308-309

“lbid. P 30w

" Taifoor Catalogue P XX

" Devell, Ruper Bangla (Press Copy), p 18
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on the coms On the other hand in the year 924 victory legend of Type B6 was struck — Probably during
the conquest of Chittagong. Trupura he had consolidated his power therefore, the need of publicity was
ended, On the contrary prolonged undeaisive conflicts of Kamrup-Ornissa (started from the reign of Barbak
Shah) were prolonged and a matter of prestige and honour. So during Husamn's reign these coms up to 924

were munted to lughhight some deaisive victory for propaganda and for the pleasure of the people

It 1s evadent form the com tyvpes of Husam Shah that i 899, at the very begmning of his reign, he minted
simultancously the Types of B1. B2, B4, and B7 from various mints, Shanfabad, Husamabad, Barbakabad
and Fathabad mcluding Darud Darb and Khazanah He did not use his father's name in the coin types of
Bl B2. B4. the rest of the type bear his father's name, Sayvid Ashraf al Husaini. which was stated from
the first vear of his reign i Type B7 His several inscniptions also bear lus father's name. the ‘alam' or

proper name of Tus father 1s Ashraf and the family titde 1s Sayvid and fanuly name al Husaim

It would not be out of place to mention the views of the historians about Husain Shah of being an Arab
Most of the listonans believe that Husain was an Arab. But there is no specific proof in favor of this view
except that he s a Savad and s father's title was al-Husami. Though Rivaz on the statement of Hay
Muhammad Qandahari entitled him as ‘Alauddin Syed Husain Sharif Maki®'. But among the seventy-
seven inscriptions™ and mnumerable coins of Husain Shah not on a single piece did he claim anything
which can be a proof of lus being an Arab or of Makkah. Of course in inscriptions and comns he claimed
hmself as ‘Savvid'. descendants of the Prophet (walad-i-Savyidul Mursalin), and mentioned s father's
name as Sved Ashrat” al Husaynr It may be noted here that none of the Bengal Sultans used the fanuly
utle (Savwvid. Shaikh ete ) m their comage except Husain Shah What was the cause of this new
mtroduction in Bengal nunusmaties” Is it to prove his Arab origin? Only use of the title 'Sayvid' or ‘al
Husavni' does not prove that he was an Arab or 'Shanf-i-Maki' or 'Sharit of Makkah' In s carly coins
Husain cliumed many titles for the consolidation of his newly established rule. If he had been an Arab or

Shanf of Makkah then that would be mentioned in his coms or inscriptions.

Abdus Salam the translator of the Riyaz commented that Ferishta erroncously calls him 'Syed Shanf
Maki'. whilst Stewart incorrectly calls him "Shanf Mecca. In carly 15th centry there were no scarcity of
Savvid familics i Bengal. so Husain may be a descendant of a local Sayvid family or may be an Arab
Savvid but mformation of the coms and mseriptions only supports that Husain was a Saywvid and his
father's name was Savvid Ashraf al Husayni, this does not indicate that he was an Arab It may be
mentioned that subsequent rulers of the family did not use Sayyid' etc. i their coms or inscriptions.
Therefore. this use of Savvid by Husam was only to achieve the respect of the people for consolidation of

his power after usurping i a hemous manner

" Rivad, p. 12%
" Kanm, CAPIB. (list of inscriptions), pp. 532 - 533
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The question of the Arab merchant of the story of Joa de Barros may also be recalled here In Barros'
report it has been mentioned that hundred years before the arnival of the Portuges m Chittagong one Arab
trader came with two hundred men and became friendly with the ruling Bengal Sultan and helped the
latter agamst the Onssa Kig and ulomately by Kilhng the Sultan assumed power  Identity of this Arab
merchant 1s difficult Some scholars have identifiecd Husain Shah as the Arab trader of the story of Barros
As he came to power by killing the previsous Bengal Sultan and by dint of hus being Syed and an Arab
But at the time of the arnval of the Portugues in Chittagong Husain was (so called Arab merchant) already
on the throne though Habibullah. Tarafdar, Karim all admit that Husain Shah was the Arab merchant
Shukhomoy Mukhapadhayay rejected this view™ Two factors of the story of Barros, an Arab merchant
and assumption of powc by killing the Sultan have been adjusted wath certam illasticity with Husain: But
the part of the stony dealing with the time factor and helping the Sultan agamst the Onssa king of Barros'

story have been ignored altogether

Idenufying Husam as the Arab merchant of the story of Barros scems unsatisfactory. A silver comn of
Type B7 from the mint Khazanah dated as 831 read by G.S. Fand creates a lot of controversy. On the
basis of the date G S Fand extended the period of Husain Shah's reign up to 931 and eventually the years
925 to Y31, have been shortened from the reign of Nusrat Shah, One such coin was also found from the
'Chandi Jhar hoard’ m Jalpaigun district West Bengal. Dealing with the hoard Praip Kumar Mitra and
Sutapa Sinha opined that there 1s no scope of striking coins by Husan i 931 because no comns of Husain
are found bearing the dates from 925 to Y30AH, hikewise there 1s no iscription of Husain after 925 There
18 a specific report of an anonymous mterpreter of the Portuguese mission of Antonio de Brito, cited by
the authors. m which it is clear that i 928 Husam, father of the ruling Sultan Nusrat, was dead And the
authors mentioned about a comn of the same type also from the mint Khazanah but dated 921 both times
reading the word Khazanah without an "Alf' 1.¢ they both accepted the reading of G S. Fand which 1s Y31
and concluded that the digits "2 of the date '921" has been nustakenly replaced by the figure 3" in some of
the dics of the Khazanah mint comn of Y21AH But there i1s another possibility which seems more
reasonable. What 1s dentified as '1" of 931 1s the "I" (Ahf) of Khazanah, therefore there is the possibility
that these coms may be read as 903, the cipher may be engraved like a dot which may be unnoticed by the
scholars. Whatever the case there 1s no need of reading the digits as 931 taking the "AIf™ of Khazanah for
digit one and of extending the reign penod of Husamn. It may be mentioned here that no such dated com 1s
found without the mint Khazanah where the "Ahf of "Khazanah' 1s not taken as digit one, it is obvious that
crroneously the "Alf" of Khazanah has been taken as digit one. Therefore. the "Alif of Khazanah was the
main factor behind reading the date as 9317

" Dusto Bachhar. P 284,
“Of late. one private collector of Dhaka informed me that he himsclf has seen a coin of Husain Shah of Khazanah
mint with the so called date of 931 having a dot in between digits 9 and 3. 1.e. dated Y03 A H. not 931
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Of late in 1999 some unique fractional cons of Alauddin Husain Shah came to hight All the fracuonal
coms are of silver They are umique that all the five of the denominations have been covered by these five
coms. They are half. onc fourth. one cight, one sixteenth and one thirty secondth, weighing 53. 2.6, | 4.

(0.7 and 0 4 grams respectively

It 1s known that fractional comns of the Sultans arc very rare. But probably for the first tme a complete set
of the fractional coms are known: these are published in Calcutta® These coins show that besides kauris
some fractional coms were also in circulation during the reign of Husam Shah. Probably people used these
for their sundry purchases. But there s no punch mark or blow of hammers on the coms. The coms are

now in the position of a private colleetor in India

Two new munts of Husam struck coins, which are not been mentioned in the Corpus. They are Sharifabad
(modern Burdawan) and Barbakabad (Mali Santosh)

The reading of the com no. 118 of BMC which has been defined as Type H in the Corpus. The Corpus
gave the reading almost same of the BMC. But the coin 1s same as coin Type Bl of our classification and

the readigs of the BMC and Corpus are not correct.

Husain's mints are Barbakabad, Sharifabad, Husainabad. Fathabad., Chandrabad. Muhammadabad and
Darud Darb and Khazanah. But in some coins Darud Darb 1s wnitten almost as Daru Noor, without the alif
of al Darh M A Qadir pleaded that should be read as Daru Noor. In a recent article he tried to establish

that Gaur was renamed after Noor Qutbul Alam the famous sant of Pandua. as Daru Noor™

Husam Shah mimnted both gold and silver coms from the very first year of his reign and continued to strike
them up to the last vear of his reign in 925, But gold cons are not found after Y19, All his coins are of tola
weight standard  Alanddin Husain had a natural death m 925AH. He had the credit of estabhish a new
dvnastic rule by ousting the Abyssimans During s 27 year of rule the Sultanat was extended in all
direction and much wealth was gathered from the new conquests, The condition of commeree and trade
were also healthier and people were prosperous and happy. Husamn Shah issucd comns from 899 to 925AH
from vanous mints of lus Sultanat and his last inscription’s date 1s Y25, His successor Nusral's coms are
also found dated 925 onwards and s first inscription’s date 1s 926, Therefore, Husamn ruled from 899 to

925 for twenty-seven vears and this is the accepted chronology of the period

" Debasish Paul. "Few Unique Fractional Coins of the Sultans of Bengal®, Coin: Annual issue on the vecasion of Sth

Annual Conference and Fxibinon of Coins, Calcutta: Numismatic Society of Caleutta, 1999, p. 22, pl V. (Nos. 206,
27.28. 29. 31)

™ Abdul Qadir. "Dami Noor". Dainik Sangram (Daily news in Bangla), Dhaka. July. 1987, (3rd. Sth. Tth. 8th and
tOth July. 1987)
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2. Nasiruddin Nusrat Shah 925-938/1519-1531
After the death of Husamn Shah his son and successor crown prince Nusrat ascended the throne in 925AH.

the last date of Husam found in the coms and inscriptions

Nusrat Shah's coms with the date 925 are found abundantly  So. historians decided that Nusrat assumed
power after Husam Shah m 925 But some cons of Nusarap are found with preregnal dates of 918,922,
923 and 924"

These cons are regarded as the princely issues of Nusarat, as the prerogative of coining in his own name
was delegated to lum Nusrat's single gold coin dated 922, several silver coins dated 922, 923 (the date
918 1s controversial) and at least one inscription dated 922 has been found which were the carlier issucs
before his ascension to power. Gold coin's mint 1s absent, sitver coins dated Y22 are struck from the mint
Khalifatabad. and the mscription’s provenance 1s Bholahat, Nawabgan)™ On the basis of these preregnal
dated coms (the mscription 1s a recent find) R.D. Banarp opined that Nusrat revolted in 922 agamnst his
father But these coms and inscriptions should be treated as Nusrat's princely issues. Because Babur in s
Memoirs mentioned that Husam's successor Nusrat. the latter assumed the power afier the death of the
former. Morcover. Babur also mentioned in his Memories that kingship, as a succession 1s a rare event in
Bengal so. if Nusrat would have revolted against his father then that would have been mentioned.

Therefore, there 1s no reason to hold the view of revolt by Nusrat against his father

Tabagat-1-Akban, Masir-i-Rahimi and Riyaz all mentioned that among the eighteen sons of Husaumn,
Nusrat was the cldest. Rivaz even mentioned that unlike a mediaeval despot Nusrat behaved with Iis
brothers very cordially and increased their allowances™ . Nusrat very efficiently averted the aggression of
Babur by diplomacy and without losing any territory, Husain started the expedition towards Tirhut. He
completed the conquest and to ward off the Mughal aggression took the untiative to estabhsh friendly ties
with Bahadur Shah of Gujrat. Nusrat ruled for thirteen vears and was killed by a discontented (eunuch) in
039 He issucd both gold and silver comns from the various mints of the Sultanat and all his coms are of
tola weight standard AW Botham mentioned five copper comns of the Sultan. No coins in any other

metal is reported

All lus com-legends are of the same type. Except slight vanation in wording and line arrangements. In
some comns there is an addition of the word 'Allah' after Khallada. His coins are found having various

border designs and 1ssued from several mints.

A "

Corpus. p. 118
“ Muhammad Abdul Qadir. "Eight Unpublished Sultanate Period Inscriptions of Bengal”, Journal of Bengal Art.
Vol 4. Dhaka: The International Centre for Study of Bengal Art. 1999, p. 249, pl. 17.6
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Gold coins

As we know that the gold comns of Sultani Bengal are not many in number at lcast more than a dozen gold
coms of Nusrat arc known at present, mostly published In ONS 149 Stan Goron mentioned 9 gold tankas
and 2 quarter tankas In addition to that there are three tankas in the collection of Bangladesh National

5 T
Muscum and three more i private collections in India”, which are unpublished

Type Al Gold Tanka

The obverse bears in a circle the first part of the name of the Sultan with his regnal title , and Kunyah: as
Sultdn ibn us Sultdn Nasiru'd dunya wa'd din abit'l muzaffar.’ The Sultan son of the Sultan helper of the

world and the religion father of the conqueror'.

The reverse bears the rest of the legend, the Sultan's name his father's name and the family name al
Husaini. Nusrar Shah tbn Husain Shah as Sultan al Husami khalladallahu mulkahu wa Sultdnahu, 922,
‘Nusrat Shah son of Husam Shah the Sultan of the Husaim family may Allah perpetuate his kingdom, and
date 1s 922" 1t 1s a small flanned dumpy coin measuring 15 mm in diameter and thickness of 4 m m. the
weight 1s 10.6 grams. The com 1s at present in the collection of BNM, the provenance of the coin 1s not
known. The date 922 shows that it 1s a preregnal issue of the Sultan and probably struck on the occasion
of celebration of the nomination of Nusrat as a crown prince. This type 1s also found from the mint Darud
Darb dated 925" Goron mentioned that there are several examples of Type Al coins (with crude
letterings) in the Kawale collection in India He did not give the total number but mentioned that they are
of different dies and dameter and range from 16-17 mm. weight 10.7 grams. No date 1s visible but the
mint scems to be Husamabad Goron illustrated only two examples of this type™ There 1s a com of Type
Al m a private collection m India which is unpublished” The coin bears the mint name ‘Arsah dated (9)
28 The weight of the coms 1s 10,6 grams and diameter 17 mm. Another comn of Type Al mentioned by

Goron with a doubtful date 15 in the Bntish Museum Collection,

Tyvpe Al (a) Gold Tanka

Type obverse the reverse legends and designs are the same as above coin Type Al, but on the reverse at
the end 'Khulhda mulkahy'. ‘s kingdom may be pcrpélualed‘ Stan Goron did not mention the

provenance or location of the com. The diameter 1s 21 mm and weight s 10.6 grams. There 1s no mint

' Rivaz, p. 134
* Stan Goron. ONS. 149 p 12
1] P. Goenka Collection. Calcutta

' Only one coin of BNM dated 922 is published earlier in an article by Tarfdar in Cultural Interaction in South Asia,
% 48

* Stan Goron. ONS, 149 p. 12, location of the coin is not mentioned.
“Ibid. p. 13
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name on the coin but a crudely engraved date, which according to Goron is cither 916 or 928. There i1s
another coin with very crude lettering mentioned in the ONS. no. 149 which 1s same as Type Al (a) but
having the mint name. Muzaffarabad and beaning a doubtful date 27" which Goron presumed as 927 The

Diameter of the com is 16 mm. and the weight is 10 5 grams™,

In the BNM collection there are two unpublished cons of the Type Al (a), both having an ornate circle
for both the obverse and reverse margins having no mint name and date” . The diameter is |3 mm and 16
mm and the weight 15 10 56 and 105 respectively. The thickness of the former is 4 mm. There are two
coins, of Type Al (a) having omate borders, in two collections, one in the British Muscum and pubhished
by Goron, the other in a private collection in India which 1s' unpublished. Both the coins bear no date or
mint. The weight of tvpe BM coin 1s 1036 grams and private collection coin is 106 and 13 mm in

diameter

Tyvpe A2 Gold quarter Tanka

The obverse bears the part of the Sultan's name i an ornamented circle as Sultdn hin as Sultan Nayire'd
dunya wa. The reverse bears the rest of the legend Nugrat Shah as Sultén bin. The legend is the same as
coin Type Al onutting the word addin in the middle and the Doa of the end khallada Allahy' ... The
weight of the coin is 2.7 grams and diameter 1s 7 mm, thick ness: 3 mm. This coin 1s published by Goron

in ONS. no. 149 but without mentioning any provenance or location of the coin.

Goron mentioned m ONS. no 149 at least eleven gold coins and wrote "several examples of this type n
the Kawale collection” but did not give the number. Only two examples are given The Bangladesh
National Muscum collection has three gold coins of Nusrat and there arc also three more i private
collections i India as alrcady been mentioned. Therefore. the number of gold coins of Nusrat arte not few
in number when compared to the number of the gold comns of the Bengal Sultans of other dyvnastics

So the gold coms show the afflugnce of the pertod and the quarter tanka gold also 1s an indication of the

use of gold coms as a media of exchange and currency for large-scale transactions
Silver coins

Like the gold tankas ol Nusrat, silver coins are also of a single type according to their legends with slight
vanations at the end. cither ‘Khullida mulkubu' or 'Khalladallahu mulkahu' A few coins also have 'wa

Sultanahu' after 'Khalladallahu mulkahu'. Of course there are variations i design, arrangement of the

“Ibid. p. 12, Photocopy of this coin is not clear, the mint may be other than that which has been given. may be
Mustafabad

ONS. 149, p. 12. Location of the coin is not been mentoned,

Y BNM, Acc. no. 87 55 and 87.7372,
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legends as well as the calbigraphic style All these coms both gold and silver are of the tola weight

standard,

pe Bl: Silver Tanka
Both the obverse and reverse legends of Type B are same as Tyvpe Al(a) ending with 'Khallada mulkahu’
issued from the nunts Khalifatabad |dated| 922, Khairabad dated 926 AH, Mustafabad (Date illegible) and
Nusratabad. Muhammadabad. Barbakabad of various dates - The weight range of these coms are 10.5 to

108 grams and the diameter generally 23 mm to 30 mm

Both the obverse and reverse legends are the same as tvpe Bl but with an addition of the word A/lah in
between 'Khullida' and mulkahu' at the end of the reverse legend 1.¢. the legend ends with khallada Allahu
mulkahu. 'max Allah perpetuate his kingdom'. This type s represented from the muints™ Arsah and
Chatgaon having vanous dates and from the mint Dawabad dated 928AH. Dawabad. a new mint not been

heard of earhier

Type BI (b) Silver Tanka

Both sides of the com of this tvpe bear the name of the Sultan as Type Bl but have a mint name for cach

obverse and reverse This Type Bl (b) bears on the obverse after 'Abul Muzaffar', Fathabud’ '89'and the
reverse side ends with the mint name 17870 »'> Darud Darb 925 No doubt 'Fathabad' is the mint name
and 'Darud Darb’ means 'house of striking' 1 the mint. Plainly this indicates that these coins are struck
from the mnt of Fathabad but it 1s remarkable that both sides bear the dates. Fathabad with two digits '89'
and Darud Darb 925 1t may also be noted hear that the word b sY50f this type was alway written n.iﬁ._mﬂ

Type Bl (e). Silver Tanka

The legend of this type 1s the same as the type Bl (b) but the obverse legend bears the mint name
Huxayhabad and the reverse ends with Dar w'd Darh 925 On the obverse Husamnabad 1s without any date
and Darud Darb has the date Y25 The nmunt name on the reverse should be read as 'Jalalud Darb' instead of
Darud Darb. it mdicates that the coin was a majestic striking of the mint of the capital Husainabad. In this
type the word 'Khullida mulkahu' 1s engraved as eJ3n AB\a some coins also bear the mint name on the
reverse after Jaldlud Darb 1¢ “Jalalud Darb Husainabad and the date There are various varicties and
vanations m line arrangements and also in designs. Some of the coins of this type bear the mint name on

the obverse and only the date on the reverse. these coins may be regarded as a sub variety of Type Bl (¢)

Type B2 Silver Tanka
The obverse 1s the same as the obverse of Bl(c) both in design and legends. The reverse legend s the

same as type B (a) but with an addition of a word Sayvid before Husaim and Sultanahu after the word
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mulkahu then the date. That 1s the obverse bears the mint name and reverse bears the date. It should be
mentioned here that this type 1s the only coin of Nusrat ever known where the word 'Sayyid' has been used

for the first time

Type B3, Silver Tanka (Commemorative coin)

Both the obverse and reverse are the same as the legends of Type B1, but Type B3 bears no mint name or
date and ends with some additional word Tirhut Mardan 1 e. ‘Tirhut plundered’, This word was read as‘vads
Harmuzd 'by Blochman for the first time in JASB 1873, he thought it would be the name of the engraver.
Subsequent scholars all followed him but the word is 7irhut Mardan™ and the coin is a commemorative

one struck on the occasion of the conequest of Tirhut

Type B3 (a) Silver tanka

The coin's legend 1s the same as Type BI, but ends with the mint name Darud Darb having no dates

Type B3 (b): Silver Tanka
The type 1s the same as Type B3 (a) but only with the date (925) and there 1s no mint name.

['vpe B3 (C) Silver Tanka

The legends of this type are the same as Type B3 (a) but bear no date or mint name

Type B4: Silver half Tanka

Fractional coms of Nusrat Shah are very limited. Only five comns are known so far. One coin 1s mentioned

. il - . . (2
m Suppl. IMC 11" and four comns are in a recent sale catalogue™.

Both the obverse and reverse legends are the same as Type Bl but some coins bear no date on mint and
designs varv. But onc of the SCA coin contains the last line wa sultanatu Darud Darb, but bears no date.

The weight is almost half of the weight of a full tanka 5.16 to 5.19 grams and diameter 18 mm,

Both the gold and silver coms of Nusrat show that he used only one type of legend for his coins as already
mentioned. The legend shows no affiliation to religion. Nusrat was the first Sultan to introduce a
completely secular type of legend for his coins in the numismatic history of medieval Bengal Not a single
coin of Nusrat has vet been found bearing any rehigious utterances such as Kalima or any allegiance

towards Khalifa or Khilafat. nor did he claim himself to be Khalifatullah or helper of Khalifah or Khilafat

“'Muhammad Rezaul Kanim. Kichhu Bisishta Mudra, p. 70,
“ Suppl. IMC, IL. p. 66. no. 192
“*SCA. pl. 57.no. 919
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or succour of Islam or Muslims. Not cven in his inseriptions did nusrat claim Khalifatullah or any thing

similar™’, only he used the formula "May Allah perpetuate his kingdom",

It may be mentioned that Nusrat's coms are found form the date 922, predating his ascension to the throne
in 925, and continued to strike coms from various mints upto 938AH the coins of the last two or three
years of his reign's are scldom found, His coins prior to 925, are cither indicator of an extra ordinary
deliegation of power or point to a successful rebellion’ as opined by Blochmann™. Discussing the subject
Tarafdar opined that the rebellion "is an absurd proposition for which we find no support in the sources” .
He also pleaded that Alauddin Husain Shah was too powerful a ruler to allow any rebel to flounsh within
his kingdom®. Therefore, predated coins of Nusrat may be considered as princely issues as he was given
the prerogative of the sovereign power of striking coins in his own name. Abdul Karim on the basis of a
coin of Nusrat dated Y18AH opined that Nusrat issued coins on his own name from 918AH®". The reading
of the date 1s doubtful as there are only two digits 'one' and ‘eight’. ("18") on the com which Karim
assumed as 918, There are coms of Nusrat and Husain having fictitious dates of '8', '92', '89". So this type
of assumption on the basis of a doubtful reading of a single comn's date 1s uncertain, Morcover, Firuz
Mahmud raised the question in an article that from 922 onwards Nusrat's coins of each vear have been
found but not a single coin between 918 to 922 has yet been found and he remarked that on the basis of a

doubtful reading of a single coin it is not reasonable to draw any conclusion™.

Already we have scen that Husain used in his coins the 'fictitious date’, as has been termed by Deyeel.
This type of date having only two digits (89) with Fathabad mint has also been found on the coins of
Nusrat along with the actual date with Darud Darb on the other side of the coin Type Bl (b). Some coins
of Nusrat 1ssucd from the mint Nusratabad also bear either the digit '92' or only "2', what was the real
cause behind the use of such dates are not known, Deyell proposed that probably it 1s to prevent the
moncyers form imposing the extra batta on the cons of the previous years. Whatever may be the cause it
may be presumed that the system was intentionally introduced for the administration of comage of the

period.

It would not be out of place to look mto the matter based on which the proposition of irregularity in
striking cons in the Husam Shahi reign are build up. Subjecting this Firuz Mahmud and Trafdar discussed

in details about the contentions and their views have already been discussed. But none of the Scholars

Y CAPIB, pp. 536, 537. Among his 24 known inscriptions not a single one contains any such religious affiliations,
also Dani. Bibliography. pp. 67 -74.
“ JASB, 1873, p. 297. Quoted by Trafdar in Husain Shaht Bengal. p. 353
“ HSB. p. 354
* Ibid
“ Corpus. p. 125
“* Firuz Mahmud. "Husain Shahi Amole Mudra Utkirnatay Aniyam O Er Tatparya" (in Bangla). /tihas, 1X, 1382BS
pp. 137 - 138
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noticed the main factor of this contention during Nusrat's reign. There have been found some comns of
Nusrat dated 922, 923 and 924 But among thesc only the dated 922 of the Khalifatabad mint has some
ground. IMC I, com no 203 bears the date -23 without any mint name so these two digits might not
represent the date 923, there are so many coins in Husain Shahi reign bearing the date in retrogation also.
Therefore this 23 may be retrogated date of 932 |23 (9)] and might not be predated to Nusrat's reign. The

coin was not illustrated so there 1s no scope of verification.

Again in JASB 874 there are three coms which are concerned with this predating, one coin dated 923
and two coins dated 924 as read by Bolchmnann. But the coin which has been read as 923 actually is
‘Arsah 932 in retrogation [1.¢.'Arsah 239]. There 1s no way to read it 923. The other two coins which have
been read as 924 (Plate X!l com No 7 and 8) are actually written in Arabic as '963' which 15'925'

Blochmann rightly admitted that Arabic figure 2 is inverted 'but all the coins of this date in IMC 11 and in
BMC have been read by Wright and Lane Pool as 925 not 924" Now the question of the date of 922 of
Khahfatabad mint. If any onc wants to omit the subject of Nusrat's predated coins then he may plead for
the date of 926, the last figure 2 was onginally intended for 6 but engravers mustakenly made it two by
invertion as has been happened in the case of coin no 7 and 8 of Blochmann. But we think that the date of
the Khalifatabad mint is correct and 1s 922. Several coins with that date have been found of Nusrat and
Alauddin Firuz bearing the same munt. All these coins dated 922 of Nusrat were his princely issues and

the gold coin dated 922 probably was signaling the occasion as Tarafdar wrote.

Comn Types Bl (b) and Bl (c) reveal that both the types bear on cach of their obverse the mint name
Fathabad and Husainabad and reverse sides bear Darud Darb 925 and Jalal wd darb 925. So, it indicates
that the actual date 1s with Dar ud Darb or Jalal ud Darb because in Type Bl (¢) Husamnabad has no date
acompanymng 1t. On the other hand type B1 (b) bears "Fathabad 89" (with digits '89") which 1s a mystery,
m the presence of the actual date of 925 on the reverse. There are dated and undated coins of Nusrat also
only with Darud Darb Type B3 (a). Therefore, one may raise the question that what was the implication of
such double use of mnt names on both sides of the coin introduced by Nusrat for the first time, agamn

what does Jalalud Darb indicate?

Husain not only established a kingdom on a solid foundation for his family but also expanded it on all
sides, so the development. which started in his reign, continued during Nusrat. The cconomic activity
trade and commerce boosted and as a consequence there eveloved new mints during Nusrat Shah. Abdul
Karim mentioned mine mints of Nusrat. Devell mentioned eleven. We have found a total of Thirteen mints
on the coms of Nusrat. Therefore, from the increased number of mints and volume of coins it may be
assumed that the reorgamzation of the momitory system and mints were the need of the hour and Nusrat

probably established centrally controlled mints in various places and Jalalud Darb Husamabad was the
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central mint of the capital where the Sultan himself resided and Darud Darb Fathabad was the another

mint under central control

Type B3 1s an important com commemorating the victory of Trihut. Blochmann discussed the coin with a
photograph in his Contribution in 1873 and gave the reading of the last two words as Yad-1-Hurmuzd and
commented that "l am doubtful as to the correctness of the last words yad-i-Hurmuzd, by the hand (by
engraved) 'Hurmuzd'. The characters, though small are clear, and yet it is difficult to suggest anything
else". Shamsuddin Ahmad read the same word as 'Nustratabad. Kanm followed Blochmann in his
Corpus. For a long period the actual words were not known to us, now we have corrected it 1s Tirhur
Mardan. There 1s no doubt about this reading. in writing Nugratahad there require two Alif's but in 7irhut
Mardan there are none. So the word is certainly not Nusratabad. There 1s no mint name or date on the
coin. During Nusrat's rule Tirhut was conquered though it was started previously by his father. To
commemorate this victory the coin was struck probably form the mobile mint of the expedition, that is

why the mint name was dropped or 1t was struck from the central mint of the capital.

Some of the coins of Nusrat are found either only with the mint name but with out date Type B3 (a), or
only with date but without mint, Type B3 (b). Some are found without date and mint also. Type B3 (c).
Deyell informed us about four new munts of Nusrat 'Arsah, Chatgaon, Khairabad, Mustafabad. Other than
these two new mints of Nusrat are known from a hoard. Arkan and Dawabad or Do Abad™ The latter is a

new mint name heard for the first tme in Sultam Bengal
Copper coins

Nusrat's five copper coms are reported in the Suppl. Shillong Catalogue. Their legends are same as the

silver comn’s. They were tound from the Sylhet, Mymenshing region.

These are the second mformation of copper coins of the Sultans of Bengal: earlier only one coin of Barbak
was reported. Why Nusrat introduced these copper coins are not known, In the presence of Kauri there

was no need of copper comns

* JASB, 1873, part Il no 3. p. 297
" Kichhu Bisishta Mudra. pp. 68 - 74.
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3. Alauddin Firuz Shah 938 - 939/1531 - 1532

Nusrat Shah was succeeded by his son Alauddin Firuz in Y38AH. According to Tarafdar 'numismatic

evidence suggests that Nusrat nominated his younger brother, Mahmud for succession'”

During the reign
of Nusrat. Mahmud issucd coms n his own name. Thus the latter was given the prerogative of sovereign
power as a succeeding Sultan. But after the death of Nusrat a group of powerful nobles placed Firuz on
the throne But he could rule for a very short period as the dissatisfied uncle Mahmud 1s said to have

murdered him soon”™

Nusrat's comn's last date 1s 938 and the first date of Firuz's coin 1s 938 and the single known inscription of
Firuz is dated 1" Ramadan, 939/27" March 1533" Therefore, it can be assumed that Nusrat died in 938
and Firuz ascended the throne in that year. According to Tarafdar Firuz reigned for only nine months™
He, following his father. struck coins in the same secular manner. The legend 1s the single type with minor
altemation i hine arrangements and very little change in the wording, like including wa Su/tanahu after

mulkahu n some coms

Firuz's coms are found in two metals. gold and silver and all the coins are of the tola weight standard.

Gold coins

Though he ruled for a very short period yet he struck gold coins probably to commemorate his own

coronation. Only two of his gold coins are known.

The obverse beras the legend in a plain area Sultan hin Sultan bin Sultan “Ald w'd dunya wad din abii'l
muzaffar Firiiz. Sultan son of Sultan who 1s son of Sultan sublimity of the world and religion father of
victory Firuz'

The reverse bears the rest of the legend [bin] Nusrat Shah ax Sultan bin Husan Shah as Sultan khallada
All@hu mulkahu. |.son of] Nusrat Shah the Sultan son of Husain Shah the Sultan may Allah perpetuate his
kingdom' There 1s no date or mint, the weight 1s 10.6 gram and diameter is [8mm.

THSB. p. 78
“Ibid, p. 79
;" Kalna (Burdwan) mscription. CAPIB. p. 363
‘HSB. p. 82
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Type Al (@) Gold Tanka

The obverse 1s same as Type Al but at the end an addition of Shah as Sultin 1 e. “as Sultan hin ay Sultan
bin as Sultan “Aldud dunyd wad din abii | muzaffar Firiiz Shah as Sultdn” The reverse 1s same as Type
Al but with an addition of Husavns before khallada Alldh and wa Sultanak at the end 1.¢. the last two lines
are Husami. khallada AllGhu mulkahu wa Sultanuhu, Fathabad', but no date

Silver coins

Tvpe BL Silver Tanka

The obverse 15 in a decorative circle. The legend is the same as the gold Type Al (a) but after Firuz the
word Shah 1s inscribed as  ¥</  The reverse is in the same design like the obverse, the legend also is the
same as the reverse legend of Type Al (a). Mint 1s Husainabad dated 939

It may be remembered here that coms of Firuz Shah bear the same legend with minor varations in

arrangement of lines and wording.

This Type B 1s also issued from the mints Fathabad (N.D). Barbakbad (ND), Nusratabad (N D) and
*‘Arsah dated Y39 Comns have also been found having no date or mints name on the coins. Another comn of
the same Type Bl has a crude form of lettering most probably misunderstood as ‘Bibban Shah' struck
from the mint Husamabad dated 93%.

vpe B  Silver Tanka
The obverse and reverse legends of this type are same as Type Bl in a double circle but the reverse legend
ends with khallada Alliihe mulkuhu.. wa Sultanahu” has been omitted and the mint 1s Khalifatabad dated
922

Tvpe B2 Silver Tanka
The obverse bears in a circle as Sultan bin as Sultan “Ald u'd dunya wa 'd din abii'l muzaffar, 'Sultan son
of the Sultan sublimity of the world and the religion father of the conqueror”

The reverse beras the rest of the legend also in a circle Firiiz Shah Sultan bin Nusral Shah Sultdn
Khallada Alldhu mulkahu Tivhut mardan, “Firuz Shah Sultan son of Nusrat Shah Sultan may Allah
perpetute his kingdom, Tirhut plundered (conquered)’. In this coin the word “mulkahu’ 1s nscnbed
artistically in Tughra form. There 1s no date on the comn. It 1s to be remembered that all the coins beraing
the phrase “Tirhut Mardan™ of Nusrat, Firuz and also of Mahmud having no dates and mints and

‘Mulkahu’ of all three rulers™ coms are in a small Tughra form
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It may be mentioned here that unlike the other coms of Firuz i this com only father’'s name has been cited
and also as Sultan bin as Sultan” 1s mentioned at the beginning instead of mentioning his third generation

rulership

Firuz's two gold coms have been found. One is published and struck at Fathabad mint of Type Al (a) and
another unpublished and preserved in the Bangladesh National Museum belong to Type Al having no
mint name. None of the gold coms bear dates so 1t 1s difficult to assume whether these two gold cons
were issued to record any event of s reign, either coronation or anything else. The provenance of the
BNM gold comn is not known but was purchased in Dhaka. In it the word Shah 1s wnitten likewise some

silver coin also have such rendation of the word “Shah’

Comn Type Bl bears the formula Sultan son of Sultan and son of Sultan 1.¢. claiming his kingship from
three generations and also mentioned s father and forefather’s name and the family name "Husaini™ or
‘al Husami™. Firuz's silver coms bear the word ‘Sultanahu’ after “Khallada Allahu mulkahu’ The style of
writing shows a degencrate form sometimes illegible. All his dated coins are 938 and 939 but most of the
coin’s dates are cither illegible or effaced. Coins of Firuz are struck from the mints Fathabad. Husainabad,
Nusratabad. “Arsah. Barbakabad and Khalifatabad. These names show that he could not establish any new
munts. but mints of lus father’'s time were reduced duning his reign. There were no conquests. he ruled for
a short period of nine months, and did not require any new mint. Among his silver coins there are three
important coms which are worthy to be mentioned. First the con of Khalifatabad mint dated 922 It may
be remembered that Nusrat Shah’s Khalifatabad 1ssues also bear the same date 922, So. it 1s a friged date
as opined by Devell. All the Khalifatabad issues are dated 922 What was the cause behind is not known,
because the same cause might not be applicable to following generations. If Nusrat's coins dated 922 are
taken as commemorative issues for his crown princeship then what would be 1ts meaning during the reign
of Firuz, striking comn with the same date from the same mint while the other munts are issuing coins with

respective normal dates

Com Type B2. the Tirhut Mardan coin. It was first struck by Nusrat, Firuz also struck the same coin as his
father’s without the mint name and date but recording the words “Tirhut Mardan™ at the end of the reverse
legend. This com's legend contains only his name and his father’s name omitting his grand father’s name
and the family name Husami, which is a common phenomenon for his coins. It is known that Firuz could
not expand his territories in any direction rather reduced it. So stricking of this commemoration coin
during his reign was how far justified” It may have been struck in commemoration of his father's victory,

a yearly celebration probably.

Third one. (com no 416 [a]) said to be of Bibbon Shah. During Husain Shali period functioning of munt as

well as mint activities were increased a lot. Most probably the artisans and the engravers engaged therein
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were the local people who had no idea about Arabie Iullcrs' They were just mutators of the written text
without knowmng them So. during this period the writing style shows a very degencrated form and
ignoring the fact scholars particularly the enthusiastic collector - scholars are always after discovering a
new thing, new peculiantics the so-called Bibbon Shah is a very good example of it. In fact on the coin
the word Firuz has been written very crudely without stopping the pen and omutting all the required
pauses like shikasta style of writting Therefore. Firuz became “Bibbon™ with the same regnal title, same
kunyah and same date. Dr Ejaz Husain quoting from Afvana -i-Shahdn tried to establish the clder son of
Nusrat the brother of Firuz as Bibbon Shah who assumed power after Nusrat's demise but the A/fsana-i-
Shahan mforms only about two sons of Nusrat both of whom Mahmud killed. But there 1s no mention of
Bibbon or anv other name or the report of both's assumption of power cited i the Shahdn as Ejaz Husain's

report shows'

Striking of coms by two or three Sultans in the same year i1s not unpragmatic and there seems no problem
in admiting that Nusrat had two sons, one named ‘Bibbon™ who was also killed by his uncle Mahmud
But how could 1t be reasonable to accept that both the sons would proclaim the same regnal title
‘Alauddin In the liston or numismatics there 1s not a single instance of such use. Therefore, we think
what has been read as Bibbon is nothing but a degenerated form of the word Firuz and the comn belongs to

Alauddin Firuz. son of Nusrat

Firuz's only mscrniption’s date is Ramadan 939 so he may have reigned for mine months as has been
propounded by Trafdar i Husain Shahi Bengal If this proposal of Trafdar tum out to be true then

Nusrat's death would be in the last month of the year Y38AH

* Syed Ejaz Husain. ‘Coin of Ala-ud-din Bibbon Shah: Hitherto Unknown Sultan of Bengal', Numismatic Digest,
vol. 19, 1995. pp. 122 - 124
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4. Ghiyasuddin Mahmud Shah 939 - 945/1532 - 1538

Ghiyasuddin Mahmud was the last Sultan of the Husami family as well as the last Sultan of the two
centuries long ndependent period of Sultani rule. After killing his nephew. Firuz, he ascended to the
throne in 9Y39AH

The fall of the Husam Shahi Dynasty was started in the region of Nusrat Shah. The contest and contention
between uncle and nephew over the succession gave sufficient air to the sail for the advancement of
disintegration. The short rule of Firuz could not resist the fall nor could the parricide Mahmud do any
better. Accrding to Tarafdar “the process of disintegration which started in the region of Nusrat Shah,
found its culmmation in the reign of Mahmud™ The reaction to the murder of Firuz by Mahmud enflamed
the mternal fued of the family and Mahmud's tactless move provoked Makhdum Alam to revolt Short
sighted Mahmud could not handle the situation and by ignoring Sher Khan's potentiality. his dependency
on Lohams and unable to read to pohitics of the period and mabihty to imtiate the timely measure due to
which Mahmud not only lost his Sultanat but lost the independent status of Bengal. Through the battles of
Surajgarh in 1534, 1536's heavy indemmity to Sher Khan an;:l ulumately by losing Gaud to Sher Khan in
1538 Mahmud was compelled to seck help from Humayun, the Mughal king. And as a fugitive at
Khalgaon he died i 1338CE. Thus the two hundred vear long independence of Bengal came to an end
with the death of Mahmud

According to Tarafdar "The year 1538 marks the end of a significant period of the history of Bengal and
the beginning of an cra of chaos and confusion which troubled her life down to the carly scventeenth
century’™  Like his predesessores Mahmud also issued coins in two metals, gold and silver”™ He
reintroduced the sccular comage system following Nusrat and all his comns are of tola weight standard No
fractional comn of Mahmud 1s found in gold but some fractional coins m silver have been discovered In
compansion to other fractional coinage of the Sultam peniod Mahmud's fractional coms are generally

available
Gold coins

About seven gold comns of Mahmud are known. They are of two types one having in the center within a
small circle the words Badr Shahi, and another type only bearing the name of the Sultan without this

special epithet

" HSB, p. 82
Ibid. p. 89.
* One Copper coin was mentioned by Blochmann in JASB. 1874, p. 298 without any mint name or date. This coin
was not followed the coin-trend that the obverse and reverse poses the same legend. So this coin may be lefl aside
for discussion
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pe A | Gold Tank
The obverse legend bears i a small circle in the center the words Badar Shahi. Around this small circle
there 1s a bigger circle which contains ay Sultan ibn Sultdn Ghiyas w'd dunva wa'd din abit'l muzaffar

Mahmiid Shah.* The Sultan son of the Sultan succor of the world and the religion father of the conqueror
Mahmud Shah '’

The reverse in a similar arrangement bears the legend as Sultan bin Husayn Shah as Sultan khallada
Alldhu mulkahu as Sultanahu, "The Sultan son of Husain Shah the Sultan may Allah perpetuate his power
and kingdom' No date or mint on the coin. The weight of the com 15 10.69 grams and 19 mm diameter. It
is 1n the collection of BNM.

There is an unpublished coin of the same Type Al in a private collection in India”, another coin of the
same type in the British Museum™  Both the comns are dated 933 but without any mint name, weight of the

coinis 108 gram and 10 66 grams respectively

Type A2 Gold Tanka

The obverse and reverse legends are the same as Type Al but without the central small circle and the
epithet within it 1 ¢ "Badar Shahi” No date or mint name has been mentioned on the coin. The weight of
the comn 1s 10 6 grams and 18 mm diameter. The coin is reported by Stan Goron in ONS. No. 149 There
are two more coins of Tvpe A2 one in the Kawale collection in India” another one mentioned by Shere™.
Karim mentioned one gold comn of Mahmud n the Corpus but its type has not been mentioned

Silver coins

As the gold. Mahmud's silver coms of full tanka are of two types and fractional coins are of two types.

Type Bl Silver Tanka

The obverse and reverse bear the same legend as the gold Type Al This type 1s issued from the mints Dar
(Dar ud Darb?). Fathabad. Husamnabad, Nusratabad, Muhammadabad, and Khalifatabad, all dated 933;
from the mint ‘Arsah date not sure, Rahindabad Badarpur dated 939, Arkan () with no date and without
mint but dated 933, 944 and also coins with no mint name or date. Besides a con beaning the mint name
Fathabad with a mysterious date of only ‘8' is notable. These coins normally weight between 104 to 10.8

grams and diameter 24 mm to 28 mm, but most common 1§ 26 mm,

" J. P. Goenka Collection. Calcutta.

*"ONS. 149, p. 13

* ONS. 149, p. 13

S A Shere. 'Some umque gold coins found in Bihar'. INSI. Vol VII, 1945, pp. 41 - 45
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Tvpe B2 Silver Tanka

The obverse and reverse bear the legend in a lettered surface the name of the Sultan s in the same manner

as mn Type A2 This tpe is struck from the mints Fathabad Nusratabad all without any date. But a com

only having the date 933 without the nunt name 1s fould from Dohar, Dhaka.

Type B3: Silver Tan

The obverse 1s same as Type B2 The reverse 1s almost the same as Type B2's sreverse but wath an
additon of "Husami™ befor 'khallada Allahu mulkahu' Type B3 coms are struck from the mints
Muhammadabad dated 938, 'Arash date not sure (9-2), and Husamabad dated 945 The peculianty of the
Husainabad coin 1s that the date has been inscrnibed on the obverse while only the mint name 1s on the

reverse. This type is also been found without the mint name and date.

Type B4 Silver Half Tanka

The overse and reverse are the same as Type Bl i the 'Badar Shahi' type but with the mints Fathabad

dated 933 and also without date from the same mint. Only two half tankas are published in SCA" and the
weight 1s 521 grams. Another half tanka of the same type 18 1ssued from Husamabad mint, date nil. The
weight is 5 42 grams and diameter 20 mm, and 1s publised in INST™

Type BS: Silver Quarter Tanka

The obverse and reverse are the same as Type B2 1.e. without the legend 'Badar Shahi' having no mint
name or date. The weight of the com is 2.62 grams and diameter 16 mm. Another quarter tanka of the
Badar Shahi type without date and mint has been mentioned in JNSI™, The Weight of the com is 2.6

grams and diamcter is 16 5 mm

Type B6. Silver 1/16™ Tanka

A one sixteenth tanka 15 also mentioned and illustrated in JNSI of Badr Shahi tyvpe without date and munt,

weight of the com 1s 0.69 grams dia 11 mm™.

The coins of Mahmud show that following the tradition of the family he struck both gold and silver coins
from various mints and with various dates. But none of his gold comns bear any date so it 1s not casy to
assume whether there was any occasion behind the striking of these gold comns nor 1s there any indication
on the coms themselves The legends of his comns show that he followed the seeular com trend of Nusrat

and did not use any religious formula both in his pre -ascendancy or post ascendancy coms. It is to be

“'SCA. p. 60). coin no. Y35,

* Munira Khatun, 'Some new coins of Alauddin Firuz Shah and Ghivasuddin Mahmud Shah of Bengal', INSI, XXI1,
1960, pp. 214. 215

" Ibid. p. 215

" Ibid, p. 215
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remembered that durmg the reign of Nusrat, Mahmud rendered the service and responsibility of an Anur
and he was allowed 1o 1ssue coms in his own name during the reign of Nusrat. The 933 date of the various
silver coms of Mahmud struck from scveral mints show 1t clearly. His coins from the mints Fathabad,
Husainabad, Nusratbad, Muhammadabad and Khalifatabad are all dated 933, rather his coins bearing the
date 933 arc more numerous in companson to other dated coins. Coins dated 934 and 935 are also
found” It has also been mentioned in the history that Nusrat nominated Mahmud as an heir apparent™
Though some historians take these comns as a sign of Mahmud's revolt as he assumed power by killing his
nephew Firuz But alrcady we have seen that it became customary during the Husaini rule that the crown
prince was allowed to strike coins in his own name as a prerogative of the power delegated to him. Prof.
Tarafdar discussed the matter in detail in lus Husain Shahi Bengal and also in a Bengali Journal, Jihas™
According to Tarafdar “The four mint towns from which Mahmud issued coms i the lifetime of Nusrat,
must have covered an extensive termtory. It would have been impossible for him to rule over so vast a
region without being opposed by his more powerful brother, Nusrat. But history does not preserve records

of any civil war between the two brothers™.

All the gold and silver comns of Mahmud show that they are divisible into two broad types. one having the
words Badr Shahi'n the center of the coin, another without that i.¢. Badr Shahi, only the name of the
Sultan has been inscribed besides a little variation of using the family name a/ Husafni in some coins. But
the word Savvid was never been used by Mahmud in his éoms. Therefore, the use of the words 'Badr

Shahi' possesses great significance.

On the basis of the Shahpur mscription of Mahmud, where the words al mashhiir bil ‘abd al Badr Shahi
for the first time outside con epithet 1s known, A.B.M. Habibullah taking its meaning as ‘popularly known
as 'Abdul Badr' draws the conclusion that 'Abdul Badr' was Mahmud's popular name” . But a Muslim's
nomenclature cannot be 'Abd al Badr' or slave of the moon Ishaq raised the question and he suggested
that 1t would be ‘Badr Shahi™. Several scholars have discussed the matter and from time to time gave the
different readings. of the mscription. Karim in his recent work CAPIB discussed 1t in detail and his view
seems to be correct Following the corrected reading of the inscription along with the deliberations of
Ishaq and Z A Desar and with the support of the copper coin's legend @/ 'abd Ghiyas u'd din Mahmiid
Shah al Badr Shéihi.' The slave Ghivasuddin Mahmud Shah, the Badr Shahi'. Prof. Kanim concludes that
'‘Badr Shah 1s cither the name of a saint or it might well be that Ghiyath al din Mahmud Shah's great

¥ Corpus, pp. 131 - 133 and Table I1.

“HB. IL p 139 Rinaz p 139

* Momtazur Ralunan Tarafdar. "Madhya Yuger Muslim Shashokder Mudra-Ankane Ekti Baticromdhrimi Baisishta”,
Ithas (Journel of the Bangladesh Itihas Ponishad, Dhaka. [in Bangla]), Vol X, 1382BS, pp 150 - 165

" HSB. p. 354.

"' A. B. M. Habibullal. in HB. 11, p. 159,

" Quoted in Abdul Karim's CAPIB, p. 372,
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attachment to the sant carned him the nick name or popular name of Badr Shahi™"

. The usc of this name
on comns indicates that he was very popular with that name, as also indicated by the Shahpur inscription,
or it may be duc to Sultan's personal desire that he wanted to be known by the name 'Badr Shahi' It may
be mentioned that all Ins coins of pre-regnal dates are of the 'Badr Shahi' type. Therefore. it may be

presumed that he camed this ttle or proclaimed it before his assumption of power

Mahmud Shah's coms were struck from these mnt cities' Fathabad. Husainabad, Nusratabad,
Muhammadabad, Khahfatabad Rahindabad (?) Badrupur and socalled Arkan, Dar (?) and ‘Arsah;
probably Arkan would be Barbakabad Some coms bear the mint name Dar (which was most proabably
used for Darud Darb) and Barbakabad looks like 'Arkan’. Karim following Shamsuddin Ahmad mentioned
a mint Khalifatabad Badrupur. But some thing clse has been illustrated in Suppl. IMC 11, 1t may be
Rahinadabad. Badrpur. Morcover some coins are without the mint and date. some are only with date but
without any mint. Mahmud's last dated coins are 944, and that has been accepted as the last year of his
reign. But one com of Husamabad munt (BNM 89, 1884) wlich bears the date on the obverse and the mint
on the reverse. the date of which has been read by the scholars as 940 should be read as 943, because the
cipher on the coins of Husam is like a dot and in Arabic Numerals digit 5 is generally written as hollow
circle ( &/o) So, the date of the coin may be read as 945 In that case the coin sould be a product of his
fugitive camp in North Bihar (Hajipur, Darwespur-Khalgaon). Mahmud lost Gaud to Sher Khan on 5"
Apnl 1538CE which corresponds to 5th Zul Qada 944AH™ and about two months later the year
945AH begins. Therefore, 1if the reading of the date as 945 is taken to be correct then it is possible that
Mahmud might have struck coins in his own name after his defeat in the hands of Sher Khan, and his
death may be placed in 945/1538. It may also be assumed that after defeat he was alive for at least two

months and he struck coins tll hus death

Like s brother Nusrat and nephew Firuz, Mahmud also struck comns with the epithet "Tirhut Mardan" in
his own name but following the tradition, without any date or mint name. It 1s obvious that he did not
conquer Tirhut but most probably it was customary to strike coins in remembrence of the victory of Tirhut

and Mahmud followed the custom..

Like the full tanka. fractional coins of Ghiyasuddin Mahmud are also of two types according to legend 1.¢.
Badar Shahi tvpe and non Badar Shahi type but according to the denominations they are of four types:
half tanka, quarter thanka, one cighth tanka and one sixteenth tanka. Though the one-cighth tanka has not
been found still the presence of the denomination, one-sixteenth tanka after quarter implics that it was also
struck. Therefore. this division indicates that the tanka was divisable by sixteen annas and the Bengali

uses of ' Shola anna” ndicates the full tanka or 100 percent, with these fractional coins it may be inferred

“ CAPIB. pp 372. 373
“HB. 1L p. 164,
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that upto ‘anna’ division of tanka was available i silver, further denominations, were in Kaun e four
Kauri make a ‘gunda’ and twenty ‘gundas’ make a pana or anna so a tanka was equivalent to 1280 Kaunes,
this Anthmetical counting was in use n the subcontinent upto the first half of the twenticth century,

before the present adoption of decimal system for coinage

Mahmud ruled from 939 1o 945AH. five years some months. which are some how consistent with the

Rivaz and other history books.
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Chapter 4

Coins of the Sultans of Uncertain Attribution

The names of some of the Sultans whose identity and \\thl:n:abouls are not been mentioned in the
contemporary sources are found on their coins. These coins are the only source of their names. Although
on some of the comn-dates and mint-names are given yet it is very difficult to assign their particular time
and rule. Although few of the coins do not bear the date or mint name yet they are undoubtedly of Bengal
ongin and issucd by the Bengal Sultans. They are five in number viz. 1) Jalaluddin Mahmud 686-
687/1287-1288. i) Jalaluddin Kirman or Karman, 719 /1319; iii) Shamsuddin Daulat (No date); iv)
Qutbuddin Azam (No date); v) Nasiruddin Ibrahim (date illegible). We may also include two other rulers
viz_ a) Daulat Shah bin Maudud (who issued joint coins with the name of Iltutmish and himself and has
been identified as cither Alauddin Janmi (f the date 1s 627AH) or Saifuddin Aibak (in case of 629AH)
(Further discussed in chapter I1) b) Ghiyasuddin Nusrat shah (837AH, has been identified as Nasir Khan,
the slave of Shamsuddin Ahmad Shah [836-837AH] bin Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah [818-836AH|
discussed in Chapter II1). Their identifications are to some ‘extent conjectural, Therefore, 1f we include

these two rulers then the total number of coins of uncertain attribution rises to seven
Coins of Jalaluddin Mahmud 686-687/1287-1288

Jalaluddin Mahmud as-Sultan bin as-Sultan (686-687!!287-!288) was known only through his coins. He
was not been recogmized in the history as an independent ruler but has musleadingly been identificd as son
of a Sultan, who had shared the nght to issue coins concurrently with his father, Firuz within the limits of
his father's realm 1¢. Bengal Modern histonans, like Abdul Karim, Mohar Ali, and Sukhamoy
Mukhapadhyay include him as a son of Shamsuddin Firuz (701-722 AH)'. Stapleton informs us "Except
for a mention of his unique comn in the Shillong supplementary Catalogue (P._106), this son has hitherto
been unknown to history™ " And the margin of the coin is incorrectly given in the Catalogue. Thomas, in
his Chronicles. gives a gencalogy (Balbani Rulers of Bengal) mentioning the four sons of Shamsuddin
Firuz, viz, Shihabuddin Bughdah, Nasiruddin (Ibralum). Ghiyasuddin Bahadur & Kutlu Khan. But he did
not mention Jalaluddin Mahmud as Firuz's son’. Likewise Blockmann mentioned the names of five sons

of Firuz, adding a new name Hatim Khan, but he has also not mentioned the name of Jalaluddin Mahmud®

' Sultani Amol. p. 145;HMB, Pan. A1, p.112.

= Stapleton, “Contributions to the History and Ethnology of North-Eastern India--IV: Bengal Chronology during the
riod of Independent Muslim Rule.Part [, 685-735A H (1286-1334)". JASB IN.SX1111,1922),p 415
Chronicales. p. 148,

' Blochmann. “Contribution to the Geography and history of Bengal ( Muhammadan Period). no. 11", J4SB. No.3,
1874.p.292
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It was Stapleton who included Jalaluddin Mahmud in the list of the comn issuing sons of Firuz for the first
time. He discussed the theory of jont-rule by father and son with the prerogative of issuing coms
individually that 1s sharing sovereign power simultancously by father and son, Stapleton also propounded

the theory of fratricidal conflicts among the sons of Firuz (discussed in chapter 11)

All the historians who idenufied Jalaluddin Mahmud as the son of Firuz, have their source is the coin of
Jalaluddin dated 607 or 609 AH as read by Stapleton. The reading however 1s doubtful because the unit
digit 1s not clear and partially cut off. Until the recent discovery of Jalaluddin's clear-cut dated coin he has
regarded as one among the four coin-issuing sons of Firuz. His coins of a single type have been published.
The recent discovery 1s also of the same type bearing the marginal date clearly. It is a one tanka silver
coin following the tola weight standard. His coins are dated 686 and 687 AH. Therefore, his chronological

placement would be before his alleged father Shamsuddin Firuz (700 -722AH).

Type B L Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the name of the Abbasid Khalifa al Imam al-Musta'sim amir ul mu'minin, and marginal
legend haza al-Fiddane bt Hadrat Lakhnautt min khardy Bang sanah Sab'a wa samanin wa sittu miyah i.¢
This silver com was struck in Hadrat Lakhnauti from the 'Land Tax' of Banga, year eighty seven and six
hundred', 1¢ 687AH The comn dated 686 is also found.

On the reverse 1t bears the name of the Sultan with his ttles, alam, kunyahyal-Sulfan wl a'zam Jalal wd
dunya wa'd din abi'l mugaffar Mahmiid as-Sultan bin as Sulian, 1.¢. In this legend he claims himself the

great Sultan. glory of the rehigion and world, father of the victory Mahmud the Sultan and son of the
Sultan

The deceased Abbasid Khalifa Musta'sim's name has been inscribed on the obverse as usual. the practice
of the day. The marginal legend is very important and remarkable too. It informs us about the subjugation
of Banga. whose land tax paid for the striking of this coin. Therefore, 1t evidently proves the subjugation
of Banga in 686AH. We may recall here that just a decade ago Balban, while chasing Tughril made an
agreement with Roy Danuj, Raja of Banga. It is worth mentioning that coins of all the three rulers viz,
Jalaluddin Mahmud. Nasnruddin Mahmud and Ruknuddin Kaikaus, bear the same formula, 1.¢. ‘from the
land tax of Banga this coin was struck' continuously for half a decade from 686 to 691AH. The reverse of
the comn bears the name of the Sultan, but unfortunately, he is still unknown. It has alrcady been
mentioned that other than these coins there are nothing known about this Jalaluddin Mahmud. The only
clue to his dentity 1s as Swfran bin ay Sultan 1.e. Sultan son of a Sultan, but like the son the father is also
unknown. At that time the ruling Sultan of Bengal was Balban's son Nasiruddin Bughra, his tow sons are
known, one Kaiqubad who succeeded Balban in Delhi. another son and successor in Bengal was Kaikaus

who used the term “Sultan bin Sultan bin Sultan" 1.¢c. lus grand father and father both were sultans.
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Therefore. 1f we suppose that Jalaluddin was the third son of Bughra Khan then he must have used that
formula ‘Sultan bin Sultan bin Sultan’. but in his coin only “son of Sultan™ 1s mentioned. Another
possibility i1s that he might be a son of Balban, a fact unknown at that time (and not been mentioned 1n
contemporary sources) It 1s curious enough that both Bughra & Jalaluddin's coins arc found with the
same marginal legend. that from the land tax of Bang, both are striking comns from Lakhnauti and the
dates are also samc at least the dates 686 and 687AH  Both Bughra Khan and Jalaluddin claimed

parentage of royal blood by using " bin sultan”.

On the basis of the comn of Jalaluddin in the Shillong cabmet, he has once thought to be a son of Sultan
Shamsuddin Firuz. Stan Goron has published a coin of Jalaluddin Mahmud dated 686AH" Commenting
on that paper P.L. Gupta expressed this view in an article "Thus, the earlier readings of the date on the
coins of Jalaluddin Mahmud fade away, with them also wanes the belief that he was the son of
Shamsuddin Firuz who had issued his own coins during the reign of his father. It now brings out that he

existed carlier than the tme of Shamsuddin Firuz™ But another difficulty anses from the discovery of a
new com of Nasiruddin Mahmud Boghra dated 687AH and also same dated coin of Jalaluddin Mahmud
has been discovered. which has not been found or mentioned by either Goron or Gupta. For this reason the
problem of assigning the comn of Jalaluddin Mahmud worsens, as both the coins are of the same date and
from same munt. Lakhnauti. and struck from the land tax of Banga History tells us only about Nasiruddin
Mahmud's rule at that tme as mentioned on the coins. Therefore, if 1t 1s admitted that Nasiruddin
Mahmud used two lagabs (Nasiruddin and Jalaluddin) simultaneously in his coin then the problem can be
solved. But there 1s no example of such usage in the history of Muslim comage. Goron tried to promote
this view of using two /agabs by a single Sultan i.¢. by Nasiruddin Mahmud, the alams of both are same.
Mahmud Goran's reasoming are duly dealt with and nullified by P.L.Gupta for misleading reasoning
Gupta summanics that “The two different lagabs on the coms by themselves ndicate that the coms did not
belong to one ruler’. 'Was it possible that, a surviving son of the rebel Tughril was employed by
Nasiruddin for the expedition to Banga who gradually annexed the whole of Banga within the Muslim
realm. As reward he was allowed to strike coins in his own name from the same mint and from the same

kbaray of Banga. Then the formula “bin Sultan™ can be adjusted with the situation.

An alternative conjecture that Jalaluddin Mahmud was the son of Roy Danuy who converted to Islam. He
was retamed in us father's realm, given the charge of an expedition and was also allowed to share the

sovereignty by striking coin in his own name and used the phrase ‘Sultan bin Sultan’

*Stan Goron."Bengal Sultan Jalaluddin Mahmud Partial Reassessment”, ND, xii-xiii, 1988-89,pp 83-90,
“P.L. Gupta."A Comn of Jalaluddin Mahmud Shah of Bengal”,in P.L.Gupta's Cotny and History of Medieval
India (Compiled & ed by Sanjoy Garg), Dellu: Rahul Publishing House, p.79

P L Gupta. Ibid. p.80
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All these are conjectures, and the problem remains. We can only be certain that one Jalaluddin Mahmud,
so far an unknown Sultan of Bengal issued comns concurrently with Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud Bughra
form Lakhnauti and from the land tax of Banga. Both the Sultans Nasiruddin Mahmud and Jalaluddin
Mahmud 1ssucd coms in the same vear from the same munt, even Jalaluddin's coins are dated 686 &
687AH while Nasiruddin's only 687AH but we have no clue to establish relations between the two.

Perhaps one can conclude that Jalaluddin Mahmud had a role to play in the annexation of Banga to the

Bengal Sultanat
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Sultan Jalaluddin Kirman Shah  719/1319

The next ruler with an uncertam dentity 1s Jalaluddin Kirman (?) Shah. Two of his coins have been
noticed so far and dealt by Dr. John S. Deyell for the first ume. Onginally these two silver coins were
found by Mr Stephen Album of Cahforma along with a large group of silver tankas of Ghiyasuddin
Bahadur Shah as has been reported by Dr. Deyell®. No further reference about this Bengal Sultan has been
found in any other source, coins or hiterature, history or chronicles. These two coins are of silver and
belong to one Tanka denomination. Both coins have similar legends and arrangements but have a shight
difference in design. Sull they may be regarded as one type though the calligraphic- style is different and

they arc of the different dics

Type B1: Silver Tanka

The obverse legend 1s in double square within a cirele like the obverse. There is no margin. The legend in
four lines 1s al-Sultan ul a'zam Jalal ud dunya wa'd din abii 'l muzaffar Kirman/Karman Shah as Sultan,

‘the great Sultan. glory of the world and religion, father of victory, Kirman/Karman shah the sultan.

The reverse bears the legend 1s also in a double square within a circle in three lines‘al -Imam al Musta'sim

amiri’l mu'minin’ "The leader al Musta'sim, Commander of the faithful’. The marginal circular legend is
. . . . ‘

mostly cut off but a certam portion is retained on the con ‘duniba haphil fiddatu b Khittah

Lakhnauti. .. "This silver (comn) was struck in the Lakhnautt region. '

The second com 1s the same as above but the decorative mark above the first 'mlm'(L'} of al-timam 1s a
‘mad’ (v) instead of cross (+). And 1t’s margin 1s almost gone except a portion sanal

hiya' ‘ashara (vear nineteen )

The style of using a/ Imdm on the obverse was introduced by Balban in 664 i his Delhi coins and
following that the governor of Bengal Tatar Khan used it in 665AH in the Bengal coins of Balban. It was
in use up to the reign of Ghivasuddin Bahadur. After that the Tughglaq rulers changed it for “al mujahid fi
sabilillah” The customary use of the name of the last Abbasid Khalifa al Musta'sim was also dropped and
never reappeared. On the above coin the name of the Khalfa al Musta'sim was used though he was not

alive and lus Khilafat did not exist at that time.

Due to the absence of diacritical markings and also of the “nuktas” (dots) of the proper name of the sultan
it1s ven difficult to ascertam his actual name Dr Deyell has tried to ascertain the name and suggested
-

. . - . - . . . ~ . .
the readings “Kurban™ (072 ) and "Gozban™ ( ¢z / )but these are not convineing on the basis of phonetic

* John S.Devell."Sultan Jalaluddin: A new and still unknown King of Bengal”. ND. 11. Part, [1. 1978.pp.58-67.
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analogy and grammar  Devell proposes halfheartedly that “kurban should be used conventionally as the
tentative reading of the new king’s name”™ but for the spelling of Qurban the & #hf with a couple of
‘nuktas’ is needed rather than o 'kaf without “nukta” The possible reading may be ‘Kirman (7) Shah

The other possibility may be Karman () Shah,

We are lucky to have two coms n our disposal for the study. otherwise it would have been difficult to
ascertain the sultan mentioned in the coin as a Bengal ruler. Because in the margin of one coin (partially
present) indicates the mint name Bi Khitra Lakhnawri. The other coin has no mint name on the margin, but
a portion of the date 1s present on the second coin. Without the mint name of the first coin it would have

been very difficult 1o assign the Sultan as a Bengal ruler

The second com's margn contains the date and Deyell in his article suggested 1t as [7{19}] 1e. 719,
which is convincing  Devell has taken the task of assigning the date very efficiently and intelligently by
analyzing the hoard association. legend, calhgraphy and decorative mark n detail and summanzes, “We
find that a person styling himself Jalaluddin Kurban (7) Shah assumed the sovereign prerogative of
causing coms to be struck in his name at the capital of the Bengal Sultanat, Lakhnauti, sometime in the
vear AH 719 (AD. 1319) .. The chronological sequence of mint output at Lakhnauti now stands as
Bughdah Shah (son of Firuz) Kurban Shah- Firuz Shah/Bahadur Shah (son of Firuz)”

This new Sultan Kirman Shah did proclaim himself as ‘the great Sultan” (as Sultan al a'zam) but did not
mentioned ay suldn hin as sultan at the end of the legend. So, he was not a son of a Sultan and probably
was an mntruder. Because Devell has shown that the year 719 was void of comns from the Lakhnauti mints,
no cotns of Firuz (or lus sons) are found of the year 719AH from Lakhnauti muint, Deyell propounded the
theory of antagomsm among the sons of Firuz and concludes - " Antagomistic factionalism or cven civil
war. are the most credible conditions which would allow the nse of a pretender [Kirman Shah|, other
explanations are of course possible™ Therefore, the whole period of Firuz's rule became very significant
i the presence of these new comns of a new and unknown pretender, Sultan of Bengal, whose dentity 1s

stll uncertamn.

" Ibid. p.67
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Shamsuddin Daulat Shah  6[99]2/1299

The next Sultan with an uncertamn attribution 1s Sultan Shamsuddin Daulat Shah of Bengal Dr. B B.
Hazanka. of the Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies. Assam. first noticed a silver comn of
the ruler. This comn was found by the department in 1965 while digging in the village of Kadaligaon in the

District in Nowgong in Assam'

Manik Lal Gupta published a note on the same coin in the JNS/ in 1978"". But due to wrong interpretation,
a reassessment was done by J.S. Deyell in the next issue of the journal'”. This is the only known coin of

this Sultan. It is of silver. round in shape, weight 11 grams and measures 28 mm.

Type Bl Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the legend within a square in Arabic.as Sultan w'l a'zam Shams w'd dunya wa'd-din .

abit’l muzaffar Davlar Shah -~ as Sultan, 'great Sultan, sun of the world and religion. father of victory

Daulat Shah the sultan’. The con was of one Tanka denomination and are of one fola weight standard.

The reverse bears the legend in double square within a circle. The Arabic legend is in three lines al Imdam
al Musta§im amirt’l m'minin, ‘The leader Al-Must'asim, Commander of the faithful'. The Margin is
truncated. only partially retained duriba hazihi'l fiddatu ... sttt miyah 1.c. this silver (coin) was struck ..
(in) Six hundred 1.¢ 6-) The appearance of the coin show a Bengal fabric no doubt and both M.L. Gupta
and John S. Devell agreed on this'' apart from this single coin no reference is available i any source.
history or archacology. There 1s no mint name on the con and the date 1s uncertain, only the six hundreds
digit is retained. The Khahfa's name is the only clue and the decorative mark. a'mad’(~) over the ma’ of
al-Imam(al3¥) assigns the coin to a period. It should be noted here that M.L. Gupta has misunderstood
this Shamsuddin Daulat Shah with the coin of Alauddin Daulat Shah bin Maudud who issucd a comn from
Bengal in the joint name of litutnush and himself bearing the date of 627 or 629AH. But Deyell has
pointed out rightly that the com of Daulat Shah bin Maudud's regnal title was ‘@/@ u'd din and in the above
com the Sultan’s utle 1s Shamsuddin, Both the coins bear different Khalifa's name, Daulat Shah bin
Maudud’s comn bears the name of Khalifa al-Mustansir Billah who ruled from 623 to 640AH while
Shamsuddin Daulat’s comn bears the name of Khalifa al-Musta'sim Billah who ruled from 640 to 656AH
up to lis death and the extinction of the Khilafat of Baghdad by the Mongols. After a detailed discussion

Ja

10. The quarterly Review of Historical Studies. Caleutta, Vol XV (1975), part 3, pp. 173 - 175, reported by Manik
Lal Gupta i NS/ XL, 1978 p 130
"' Manik Lal Gupta.* A Rarc com of Sultan Shams ud Dunya wad Din Abu Al Muzaffar Daulat Shah of Bengal,"
JNSI XL. 1978.ppl 30-131
:‘ John S.Deyell.'A Reassessment of the New Coin of Daulat Shah of Bengal', JNS7. XLI, 1979, pp.82-90.

Ibid. pp. 83.
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Deyell concluded that Shamsuddin Daulat Shah of the coin reported by M. L. Gupta and Daulat Shah bin

Maudud. 1ssucr of the joint coin were different persons'®.

On the basis of the legend of the Shamsuddin Daulat Shah's coin Deyell shown that the use of the legend
al Imam al-Musia sim amir al-muminin introduced into Bengal in the Lakhnauti mint issues of Balban in
¢ AH 665 and continumg until AH 673 The Musta sim inscription 1s then found on every silver issuc of
the independent Bengal kings commencing with Rukn u'd din Kaitkaus in AH 690 until “ala-ud-din *Ali
Shah in AH 743" Usc of the decorative mark above the “ma’ of al-imdm on the obverse, with its various
forms is invarnably found on comns struck in Bengal bearning the af imam legend starting in 667AH and
terminating in 722AH . Again the marginal legend, at least the hundreds digit of the date, which can be
given in numerals as AH 6xx is within the range of dates cited above. Deyell has summarized that “it
scems certain that the Daulat Shah coin comes after the Ruknuddin Kaikaus' coin of 698AH and before
the coins of Nasiruddin Ibrahim / Ghivasuddin Tughlaq.... By a process of climination. the date of the
Daulat Shah comn can therefore be fixed at 698AH or more likely, 699/1299-1300"",

We already know from Chapter 11 that Sultan Ruknuddin Kaikaus bin Sultan Nasir ud din Mahmud bin
Sultan Balban ruled Bengal independently from 689 to 6Y9AH and Shamsuddin Fiuz Shah ruled from
700AH. Earlier information show that no Bengal coin found dated 699AH. Deyell also observed that
since the publication of Kanm's Corpus (1960) he did not find any Bengal coin dated 699AH. JN Sarkar
expressed in the HB 11 as well that “The period between 698 to 701AH s still dark and uncertain'” ™
Considered all these Devell has concluded that “Daulat Shah. who may have reigned any where between
AH 698 and 701, but who at least left a memonal of his reign from AH 698/9". But our recent study
shows that Kaikaus ruled up 10 699 AH and the next ruler who succeeded him was Shamsuddin Firuz who
was identified as the Bihar Governor of Kaikaus named Firuz Aitgin. Firuz's early coin is dated 700AH
and he ruled till 722AH. then s son Ghivasuddin Bahadur succeeded him and the history of this period 1s

available from various sources

Therefore we may assume that after the death of Kaikaus in 699AH one of his generals Daulat took over
power in Lakhnauti in 699AH and issued coins from there with the utle Shamsuddin Daulat Shah. But
soon he was supplanted by the powerful govemnor of Bihar as the “next kin to the Balbam family and
struck coins 1in 700AH from Lakhnauti. Probably Daulat was killed by Shamsuddin Firuz. But Deyell’s
speculation that Kaikaus was overthrown by Daulat Shah 1s not convincing in the hight of new find of

coins dated 699 and 700AH Therefore . we may conclude that Shamsuddin Daulat Sahah an usurper or

" Ibid. p 85.
" Ibid. p 85
" Ibid. p 90
"HB. 1L p 1Y
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mtruder came to the Bengal throne in between Ruknuddin Kaikasu and Shamsuddin Firuz And from the

last dated coin of Karkaus 1¢. 699AH and first dated coin of Firuz (700AH) we can safely assume that

Daulat ruled between late 699 and carly 700AH for a short period.
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Qutbuddin Azam |with no date or mint|

The next sultan who 1s known only through his coms is Qutbuddin Azam No hterature or chromcles
mentioned his name His com was discovered in the Biyani Bazar hoard in the 1980s Three coins bearing
the names of the three new Sultans came to light through this'hoard for the first time viz Qutbuddin Azam,
Nasiruddin [bralum and Ghiyvasuddin Nusrat. A few years later, some coins of Ibrahim and Nusrat were
discovered in the old collections of BNM. But no com of Qutbuddin Azam has yet been found from any

other source but the Bivam Bazar hoard

A unique comn hoard was found in 1987 ~ 88 in Biyvam Bazar area situated about 30 miles south east of
Sylhet town. It s sad that there were about eight hundred silver coins, all of Sultam Bengal. most of them
being of Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah. No coin of this hoard has been collected with proper information in
any Muscum i Bangladesh. 1t is very difficult to find out the whereabouts of those coins at present. But it
is presumed that some of them found their way to some private collections at home and abroad. Most of
the coins of this hoard are at present out of reach for study'”. However, in this hoard, the coins of three
hitherto unknown Sultans were found for the first tme. There were about twenty comns of Qutb u'd din

Azam in this hoard. all of silver and of one tanka denomination.
From the available coins and photographs'” for the study of this new Sultan, only three types have been
ascertamned. None of the comns bear any marginal legend or mint name and date. The descriptions of the

coins are as below

Type B1- Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the legend in Arabic Naskh character in a rather crude form, starting from line two
upwards o/ msiain billihi | musta ‘dn Quibu'd duny@ wa'd din abic'! muzafiar A'zam Shah as Sudian,
‘Secker of help and Shelter from Musta an e |Allah). pole star of the world and the religion, father of

victory. Sultan A'zam Shal'

The reverse bears the legend also in Arabic, yaminu khalifat Allah nasiru amirt | m'minin ghausu 'l Islam
wa 'l mushimin khullida. “right hand of the Khalifa of Allah 1.c. prophet. helper of the leader of the
believers. protector of Islam and Muslims,| may his kingdom| be perpetuated”. There are no margin, date

or mint name on the com

"™ The present writer liad the opportunity to see briefly only 252 coins of this hoard. On the basis of that and some
other coins from the private collections in Dhaka, Bangladesh, an article was read at the International Seminar on
Local History: Svlher. orgimized by the Bangladesh Itihis Samity. It was published by the Samity in Svthet: History
and Heritage, Edited by Sharifuddin Ahmed in 1999 That Article is used here for necessary portions

" The writer had the opportumity 10 see eleven comns of the said Sultan and two photocopies of the coins were sent to
him for idenufication by i collector of Dhaka, Late Mr. S, Z. Obidullah.
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Type B2 Silver Tanka

The obverse bears the legend m Arabic in a plan arca, [billah] al musta an wa yadi T muste'in Qutbhu d

dunya wa 'd din abitl muzaffar - A'zam Shith as Sultan,' (Seeker) shelter with Allah and on the hands of

Musta ' (the Khahifa). pole star of the world and religion, father of victory A'zam Shah the Sultan !

The reverse bears the same legend as the reverse of coin Type Bl There 1s no margin on the com and no

mint-name and date either

Type B3, Silver Tanka

The obverse in a plain arca. contains the legend in Arabic. al musta'in billahi'| Musta'an Quth u'd dunyd

wa d din abii | muzaffar A’zam Shah as Sultan.

The Legend 1s the same as the obverse of coin Type Bl excepting that i the above coin the word al-

Musta'in starts from the first line instead of line two. The meaming of the legend is the same as Type Bl

The reverse bears i a circle the legend in three lines. in Arabic, nayirn amirt | mu 'minin khallada Alldhu

mulkahu wa Sultanahu, “Helper of the leader of the faithful. may Allah perpetuate his kingdom ™.

There are no margin, mint name or date on the coins. The weight and measurement of the comn Type B2 1s
1088 grams and the diameter 1s 29mm, Type B3 1s 11.05 grams and diameter 30mm. The weight and

measurement of the type Bl is not available

The obverse legend bears the name of the Sultan along with his titles. But the name of Qutbuddin A'zam
has not been mentioned 1n any source, historical or archacological, of Bengal or Delhi or even in the lists
of Jaunpur. Guyrat. Malwa and Gulbarga (Bhamani) Sultans™. The only Sultan mentioned in Bengal
history whos “alam (proper name) is A'zam was Ghiyasuddin A'zam Shah, the son and successor of
Sikandar Shah.

On the other hand Qutb as a title appears in Bengal listory for Qutbuddin Mahmud Shah, an Abyssiman
Sultan. the son and successor of Sarfuddin Firuz Shah alias Malik Andil. Therefore. it s difficult to
ascertain the wdentity of the new Sultan of the coin under discussion. This difficulty is further aggravated
by the absence of date and mint name on the coins. The known history 1s also not helpful in determining
the identity of the Sultan. So. to reconstruct the history of Qutbuddin A'zam we had to depend on the

information revealed m the legends and other information available on the coms. At least twenty coins of

M. Martin, Fasiern India. 11 pp 616-620: Ain-i-Akbari (eng Tran. Jarret). 11, pp146-147; Rivaz.Contents,pp.v-vi;
BMC. Index of Names,pp 195-214_and /A /C11.PP.2-3
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Qutbuddin A'zam were m the hoard of which the author had seen thirteen but got photographs of seven
only for study ~' Nonc of those coins bear any margm. mint name or date, already been mentioned carlicr.
But the coms were struck from several dics. which indicate that Qutbuddin’s authority was not limited 1o a

very short period

The obverse legend. particularly the title used before the name of the Sultan 1s rather exceptional for
Bengal coins as well as for the coms of the Mushim rulers of India. “al Musta'n Billah'l Musta'an or
Billalm I Musta'an wa vadi'l musta'in 7 had never been inscribed on the known coins of the Sultans of

Bengal But usc of exceptional legends is not unfamiliar at all in Sultani coins of Bengal™

Another new Sultan of Bengal Ghiyasuddin Nusrat Shah. whose coins are also found in the Bivam Bazar
hoard., used this type of formula as reverse legend in his comn’s reverse. On comparison with the reverse
legend of Nusrat. Qutbuddin’s coins can be ascertained as from Bengal. Morcover, the reverse legend of
Qutbuddin A'zam consistent with the reverse legends of the Bengal Sultans viz Sikandar Shah,
Ghiyasuddin A'’zam Shah.Hamzah, Bayazid. Firuz, Jalaluddin Muhammad and Shamsuddin Ahmad Shah..
Particularly. the above discussed coin Types Bl and B2's reverse legend completely tally with the reverse
legends of Sikandar shah and Ghiyasuddin A'zam Shah’s coins and never been used successively as a
coin’s reverse legend in that manner, i1¢ using vaminu khalifatullah. nasiru amiril mu'minin, ghausul
islam wal mustimin all the three formulas all on a comn’s reverse. Subsequent to Ghivasuddin Azam such
use was gradually reduced Use of such legend indicates that the coin of Qutbuddin A'zam was
contemporany 1o the period of Sikandar and A'zam Shah Of these three formulas except for, yaminu
Khalifat Allah the other two have been used in the coins of Bayazid Alauddin Firuz, and Jalaluddin
Muhammad Shah as a reverse legend In a different way the Mahmud Shahi (Later Ilyas Shahi) Sultans
used a part of it as reverse legend in their comns’’. These three formulas (i.c. yaminul khilafat, nasiru
amirt'l mu'minin. ghavsu'l 1slam wa'l mushmin) were used by the two Ilyas Shahi mints, Firuzabad and
Muazzamabad. Though there is no margin or mint name of the coins of Qutbuddin A'zam Shah still it may
be guessed that the coins were struck in one of the above t.wo mints. Morcover, two coins of Sikandar
Shah, having such triple reverse formula, struck in the Muazzamabad mint have been found at Kastabir

mahalla. Sylhet™ On the basis of the find place of the hoard (Bivani Bazar) and the reverse legend of the

*! One coin dealer of Dhaka allowed the author to have a photograph of five coins without cleaning. On the basis of
that photograph the author had published an article in /thas, named. “Qutbuddin Azam Shah: Banglar Ekjana
Aprinjata Sultan”™ (in Bangla) n1396 B.S. That photograph and relevant pants of the article are used here also.
** Sikandar uz Zaman al makhsus bi 'inavat ar Rahman had never been used by any Sultan except Ali Shah of
Bengal.
Likewise, nasiru It dinillah al Qahiru a'da Allah Sikandar only used this formula, Corpus, pp. 39 - 49, and there are
other such titles used exceptionally by a particular Sultan,
* nasiru'l istam wa'l muslimin, used by Ruknud din Barbak Shah, also used by Mahmud , Corpus,p.93, coin type
"R‘_
* Corpus, pp 54-35
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comns it may be presumed that the coins of Qutbuddin A'zam may have been struck at Muazzamabad mint

or Firuzabad mint This short of legend was abandoned by Husam Shahi Sultans

The use of the above mentioned triple formula of the comns™ reverse legend and 1it's gradual decrease on

the coins of various Sultans 1s shown below

Name of the Sultan Reverse Legend
| Shamsuddn llvas | Sikandar us sam
2. Yaminu'l Khilafat

o

Nasiru Amiri’l Muminin®™

2 Sikandar Shah

Yaminu Khalifat Allih

- Nasiru Amurt’l Muminin

el  BJ

Ghausul Islam wa'l Muslimin®™
Kullida Khilafatuhu/Mulkahu

5

3. Ghivasuddin Azam Shah I. Do as above
2. Do as above
3.Do as above™
4 Khalladallahu Mulkahu

4 Saifuddin Hamzah Shah I Nasiru Amiri’l Muminin
2 Ghausul Islim wa'l Muslimin
or
Yaminu Khalifat Allah
3 Nasiru Amiri T Muminin™

4. Sultan us Salatin

5 Shaihabuddin Bayazid I Nasiru Amiri’l Muminin
2. Ghausul Islim wa'l Muslimin™
3. Khalladallahu Mulkahu

SIMCILP IS0, comno 24
“Ibid. p. 154, com no. 52& 39,
= Corpus. p.60. com type K
“bid. pp.66-67.
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6 Alauddin Fi ruz bin Bavazd I Nasiru Amin’ T Muminin ™

7 Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah | Ghausul Islam wa'l Mushimin''
2. Khalladallahu Mulkhahu

8 Shamsuddin Ahmad Shah | Nasiru Anurt’l Muminin“

2. Ghausul Islam wa'l Muslimin

Y. Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah I. Nasirul Islam wa °| Muslimin
or

Ghausul Islam wa’l Muslimin"'

10. Ruknuddin Barbak Shah I Nasirul Islaim wa’l Mushimin

It may be seen from the above list that the three titles were not in use subsequent to the period of Sikandar
and A'zam shah Thercafter two titles were used simultancously. Gradually it was reduced to one and

ultimately abandoned

But the Type B3 comn with the reverse legend nasiru amiri 1 muminin extends this span of time further. up
to Ahmad Shah's reign So. type B3's reverse indicates that the coin’s striking period may be extended up

to 837 and after. Because this type of reverse legend ceased to appear after Ahmad Shah.

The obverse legend “Billalil Mustain wal Mustaan™ 1s an exceptional legend and interesting one. It
probably indicates an exceptional political situation of the period. We know from history that after the
death of Ghivasuddin Azam Shah the power of the Sultanat was transferred to a Hindu noble. Raja
Ganesh and ulumately he seized the throne also. The later history after the ascension of Ganesh to the
throne, Noor Qutbul Alam’s (samt of Pandua) intervention i politics, his invitation to Ibrahim Sharqi of
Jaunpur, Jadu’s conversion to Islam, abdication of Ganesh in Jadu's favour, jadu's ascension to the
throne. and Ganesh's recapturing of power and throne, all these may have been indicated through these
legends. Amid chaos and conflict in the capital some one may venture to declare his own independence to
renounce that what was happening in the capital at that ume. Thatswhy the pretender Qutbuddin Azam,
away from the capital may have struck coins hoping that he would be helped by Allah as he was in favour

of the causc of Islam. It 1s to be noted here that in the comn under discussion there 1s no mentioning of the

“Ibid. pp.70-71. coin types A-G
“Ibid. p.74. coin types A-C
" Ibid. pp.76-T8. com types B. ]
“Ibid. pp 84-85. com types A, €. D
"Ibid. p 93. coin tvpe. R
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sultan’s father's name or indication of his royval parentage. usually indicated by ‘sultan bin Sultan’
Therefore, the issucr of those coins was a usurper. The other legend of the obverse ¢ coin Type B2 ‘wa
vadi'l Mustain™ 1s also sigmificant, 1f it means the current Khalifa of Islam Al-Adil al Musta’in Billah,
Cairo then the 1ssuer is the sceker of help from Musta’an 1.¢ Allah and also of Mustamn 1 ¢ Khalifa In that
case the com was struck n 1412 CE" This supports our assumption about the prevailing political
condition of Bengal at that time and the circumstances under which this pretender felt the need of striking

such coms.

It 1s probable that after the murder of Saifuddin Hamzah Shah in 815/1412 the commander of the forces
Azam Khan brother of Noor Qutbu’l Alam and commander of Ghiyasuddin Azam Shah fled from the

capital with s fanuly and forces to East Bengal and proclaimed himself Sultan

Sonargaon was known as Ighm Muazzamabad at that time and 1t was a base for Ghiyasuddin Azam Shah
during lus revolt agaimst s father Sikandar. So it may be conceived that the place was favourable for the
general also. Because it was not possible, probably, for Bayazid or Ganesh to extend control over
Sonargaon during the great political erisis in the capital following the political struggle for power among

the courtiers and the conspiracy of Ganesh

It 1s possible that Azam Khan.one of the sons of the saint Alaul Haque and brother of Noor Qutbul Alam

assumed the title of Qutbuddin and revolted in East Bengal like his master Ghivasuddin Azam Shah

The reverse legend of the comns of Qutbuddin which tally wath the reverse legends of Sikandar and Azam
Shah's cons of Muazzamabad mint. Unul comns of Qutbuddin with mint and dates are available it may be
presumed that those coms of Qutbuddin were also struck from Muazzamabad. History could not help us in
this regards The only information is that he was a general™ and Wazir™ during Sikandar and Azam Shah’s
reign respectively Therefore, it may also be conceivable that for the political benefit of publicity his
lincage with the fanuly of Noor Qutbu’l Alam and for drawing the general support of the Muslims he may
have proclamed the utle of Quibuddin. How long he ruled or what was his end 1s impossible to know. As
subsequently Bavazid. Firuz. Ganesh all struck coins form Muazzamabad mint It is probable that at the

march of the imperial forces of Firuzabad Qutbuddin shpped to the northern Sylhet area or to the south

" Three Mustains are known in the history of Islam as Khalifa i) Abul Abbas Ahmad Al-Mustain Billah 862/1457-
58 1) Al-Adil Al-Mustain $15/1412 C E. 1) Saad al_Mustain Nasind Sultan of Granada - 944-6/1453-61. P K Hitti
History of the 1rabs. London 1963 (8" ed ). pp. 466-7: 677 and 694. N.3: p. 553

= Inthe reign of Sckundur, Makhdum Alalhuk, whaose son. Azam Khan. was a commander of the

troops.M Martin. /“axtern fnche 1. London 1885, p 617

" Sultani Amol p. 249
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It 15 also to be noted here that Khan T Azam Khan Jahan of Bagerhat and the Azam Khan of the comn are
not identical. Because Khan Jahan Al of Bagerhat did not proclaim mdependence and never issued any
coms m his own name  Rather the Bagerhat hoard has comns of the Sultans of Bengal particularly
Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah. during whose rule Azam Khan Jahan had flourished in the South Bengal. If the
wazir, General Azam Khan and Khan Jahan of Bagerhat are identical as has been presumed by Habiba
Khatun'" then there must have been another Azam Khan who proclaimed independence and struck coins

in his own name

In this situation. we may cite the Social History of Bengal by Durga Chandra Sanyal in Bangla. All the
modern historians rejects this book.’s narrative as fanciful gossip™ Sanval tells us that Saifuddin
Hamzah's two sons Azimet and “Nasiret” by his two wives quarreled with each other over the throne, and
the courtiers were divided Ultimately the brothers died in fighting The source 1s not rehable. Because 1f
they were the sons of Hamzah then they would mention their father’s name on the coins. at least they
could have used the formula “Sultan bin Sultan™. But on the coins of Qutbuddin Azam we don’t see this
formula being used. But there is only a phonetic simily between the names “Azimet and Azam (of
Qutbuddin Azam” And Nasiret” with Nusrat (of Ghivasuddin Nusrat). but both the mentioned were
usurpers and pretenders. Based on the above discussions and other information gleaned from the com

legend of the coms of Qutbuddin Azam we may reach the following conclusions:

I Qutbu'ddin Azam Shah 1s a newly discovered Sultan of Bengal and his full regal title 1s Qutb u'd

dunya wa'd din abu'l muzaffar A'zam Shah as Sultan.

2 On the basis of the reverse legend of his coms Type Bl and B2 it may be said that his reign was
subsequent to Sikandar Shah and Ghiyasuddin Azam Shah, On the basis of the reverse legend Type
B3 coins the pertod mav be extended up to Shamsuddin Ahmad Shah. Therefore, he may be regarded
as Azam the sccond in the lustory of Bengal The physical look of the coin 1.¢ the shape, size, and
calligraphic styvle indicates that it was carlier than the coins of Ghivasuddin Nusrat. So the reverse
legend of Sultan Ghiyas ud din Nusrat. Shah’s coins probably borrowed from the con legend of
Qutbuddin Azam Shah.

ted

The obverse legend indicates the political situation of the time which necessitates the use of such a
legend as al Mustain Billahil Mustaan and “wa Yadi'| Mustain. If we accept yadi’l Mustain as on the

hands of Mustamn 1.¢. Khalifa then the coin was struck during the reign of the Khalifa in 1412

" Dr. Habiba thinks that both the wazir Azam Khan and Ulugh Khan Jahan of Bagerhat are identical person. * Khan
al Azam Khan Jahan and Ulugh Khan Jahan™ “Nibandhamala', Sth vol 1989, pp.42-51.

* Cotns and Chronology. pp. 80-87. see for the story and comment: also in Dusho Bachhar. p.148; Sultani Amol,
pp.225-220
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4. The use of the three utles at the same tme as the reverse legend i his coins indicates close
relationship with the comns of Bengal. And as the find place of these coins is Sylhet they may have

been struck from the Muazzamabad nunt.

On the basis of the information related to the mentioned com the following probabilitics may be

considered about the wdentity of the newly discovered Sultan.

a. Qutbuddin Azam was the commander of forces of Sikandar Shah and the Minmistar of Ghiyasuddin
Azam Shah He was the son of Alaul Haque and brother of Noor Qutbu’l Alam. He fled away to East
Bengal and revolted agamst the consprracy of Raja Ganesh after the murder of Hamzah Shah and

assumption of the throne by the puppet Shathabudin Bavazid.

b Or may be Qutbuddin Azam was a rebel whose identity 1s not yet known, Striking of comns by
usurpers like Qutbuddin and Ghivasuddin may also be regarded as an action of contemporary
Muslims or as well as the personal ambitions of the adventurers against the conspiracy of Raja
Ghanesh and the continuous killing of the Sultans one after another and subsequent arrest of Jadu 1.¢.

as a reaction against the loss of authority of the Muslims,
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Nasiruddin Ibrahim

The last Sultan of uncertain attnibution 1s Nasiruddin Ibrahim The only source for this unknown Sultan is
the coms bearing the respective name as already mentioned. No contemporary or modern chromicles or
histories mention the name of Sultan Nasiruddin [bralim. It may be recalled here that the name of Sultan
Nasiruddin Ibrahim bin Sultan Shamsuddin Firuz who stmck_joint comns with the Tughlaq Sultans, has no
connection with the above mentioned Sultan. The simple difference of these two may be ascertained by

their coin legend. one used the parentage “Sultan bin as - Sultan” the other did not.

Only five coins of Sultan Nasiruddin Ibrahim are known. All are of silver and of one tanka weight

standard following the tola werght

This sultan’s name for the first tme came to be known through a comn hoard found at Bivani Bazar in
Sylhet district in the north-castern pant of Bangladesh, There were only two coins of the said Sultan
among almost cight hundred coins of the Sultans of Bengal. The whercabouts of these two coins are not
known. The known five coms are, one preserved in the Bangladesh National Museum (BNM). two coins
in two separate private collections in Dhaka", one in Deyell’s collection in Canada and the last one

published in an Auction list in Singapore recently in 1999" The description of the coins are as follows:

Type BI. Silver Tanka

All the five coins bear on the observe the name of the Sultan in full Tughra Characters either in a multifoil
or in a plan arca. that could be mulufoil. the curves of which may have been cut off the flan completely.
The Arabic legend 1s Misir w'd  dunyG wa'd din abii'l muzaffar Ibrahim Shih as Sultan. “Helper of the

world and rehgion. farther of victory Ibralim Shah the Sultan”

The reverse design is also have in a central multfiol of nine ares. All five comns have the same design The
legend on the reverse is wn the centre nasirn 'l Islam wa'l Muslimin, “helper of Islam and the Muslims”,
And the marginal legend 1s not clear, in some coins 1t is effaced or otherwise illegible due to the flan
being cut off A portion of the BNM coin bearing the mint name has somchow survived and it 1s certain
that the reading 1s Mu'‘azzamabad. Unul the discovery of this mint it was assumed to be a com of a Bengal
Sultan. But now with this mint name, though the Sultans identity is not known, we can identify it as a coin

of Bengal and of the Sultani penod

“The hoard s not recorded and scattered. At present some of them are in the private collections in the country and
abroad. The present writer had seen two photocopies. which were brought to him for identification

" Dr. Ishaq Imam and Mr Ifickhar Alam. two collectors of Dhaka. posses one coin cach.

"'SCA. coin no 8200 platc 49
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The name of the Sultan has been tentatively read as “Nasiru'd dunya wa'd din Abu’l Muzaffar lbrahim
Shah as Sultan™ the full legend inseribed in Tughra Character. As all five of these comns are crude in
exicution. the word “Nasir™ 1s not present in most of them except Deyell's, which bears the letter "Ra” -
with another letter prefixed 1tis presumed to be (07) “sad” but  'Na'( L) of the word Nasir 1s not present
in any of the coms Rather all the other coins starts with the word “ad dunya’ Again the kunyah seems to
be Abul Muzaffar but as the fiest 'mim” of  ‘al Muzaffar™ 1s not present. it may be read with a “num’
which is in a very crude form or it can be read as 'Abuz Zafar'with the same meaning  Another problem 1s
about the proper name of the Sultan, it may be read as Jhrahim Shah Sultéin but it can not be Shahim Shah
( (:ﬁf-:- ) as read in the Singapore  Auction Cataloguc® . In that case the last part of the word “as sultan’
would not be included. The "Ta' of "sultan’ is written very crudely. Considering all the alternatives it seem
reasonable to read Nasir u'd dunya wa'd din Abul Muzaffar Ibrahim Shah Sultan with first "na” and the
‘ba” of Ibrahim nussing. As he did not claim roval ancestry by using “Sultan bin sultan” therefore, 1t 1s

certain that he was a usurper

As regards the reverse. the central legend “Nasiru'l Islam wa’l Muslimin was first introduced in coins by
Ghiyasuddin Azam Shah And continued to be used in the coins up to Nasir u'd din Mahmud. The mint
Ighm Mu'azzamabad mtroduced by Sikandar Shah contunued upto Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah. The
multifoil design of the obverse and central multfoil of eight arcs also introduced by Azam Shah as an
obverse design. It (multifoil) continued to be use up to Ahmad Shah. During the reign of Nasiruddin
Mahmud the arcs of the multifoil become flatter. Therefore, in the absence of dates and any reference in
the chronicles. we may rely on cons for the identity of the sultan. Thus considering the design of the coin.
the reverse lepend. the use of Tughra character, this Sultan’s reign may be assigned after “Azam Shah and
before Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah. The use of Tughra Character for the first ime appeared in Bengal in the
comns of Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah. On this consideration this Ibrahim may have issued coins after
Jalaluddin Mubammad Shah

If we admit the reading of the name Nasiruddin [brahim as correct then what would be hus date? We have
some how fixed the nme between Ghivasuddin Azam and Nasiruddin Mahmud. Between this span there
are two stages of disturbances. After the death of Hamzah Shah up to the resumption of the Sultanat for
the second time by Jalaluddin and take over by Nasiruddin Mahmud (837-864AH.), after Ahmad Shah.
Recent rescarch shows that after Ahmad there is a new Sultan, Ghivasuddin Nusrat 837AH. Ahmed’s rule
ended in 837, Gluyasuddin Nusrat's date 1s 837, again Nasiruddin Mahmed's take over is also in 837AH.
So. there may not be chance of another Sultan i.e Ibrahim to take charge within that year 837, if he did it
would have been for a very short ime. During this year of chaos and confusion in the capital (Firuzabad),

in Muazzaamabad. far from the capital. a parallel rule by some one may not be ruled out.

" SCA. p.53. coin no 820
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Another possible time for Nasiruddin Ibrahim could be from the death of Ghivasuddin Azam Shah to the
take over of Jalaluddin re. from 712 to 721AH. But depending on historical reports and aceepting
Hamzah, Bayazid and Firuz’s rule as admitted then only between the dates 817 to 821AH may have been
the suitable time for a pretender. as he did not claim any parentage in his coins. Again we may deduct the
reign of Jadu's first term X18AH and the first pant of 819 say from Rabi I of 818AH up to 2 month of
$19AH twelve months m all So there would be a gap of 4, months from Shawwal 817 10 Rabi I, 818.
During this ume Ganesh's first term usurpation happened and in this period he started his atrocities and
conflict with the sants of Bengal Therefore, during this period while there was chaos and conflict in the

capital, Firuzabad. far away from in Muazzamabad one may venture to declare independence.

It may be questioned whether Nasiruddin [brahim was a Sultan of Bengal 1f the margmal mint name
Muazzamabad s taken to be correct and if we confirm the lagah (Nasir) of Nasir-ud dunva (there 1s no
scope to read 1t as any thing ¢lse) as also correct, then 1t 1s certamn that Nasiruddin Ibrahim was a Bengal
Sultan. Because none of the sultans bearing the title of Nasiruddin, named Ibrahim are known from the list
of the Bahmani*'. Gujarat™ and Malwa® Sultans. Morcover, all the rulers outside Bengal bearing the
name Ibrahim including Nasiruddin Ibrahim bin Firuz (700 - 722) of Bengal were sons of Sultans, this is
revealed from their coins™ So, there is no connection with this coin, which did not claim parentage by

using “Sultan bin as Sultan®™

Neither also the Ibralum of the comn under discussion have any connection with Ibrahim Sharq of

Jaunpur. whose com-legend and style 1s completely different from that of the coin of Nasiruddin
Ibrahim "

Thus the comn under discussion strengthens the argument that it belongs to a different Nasiruddin Ibrahim.
Buchanan referred to one Ibrahim, citing the reference to the manuscript of Gaur mentioned in Martin's
Eastern India that, ©  obtamed his (Qutbul Alam) forgiveness, by making his son Godu sen a
Muhammadan. This convert assumed the government under the name of Jalaluddin . attacked Ibrahim
shah, grandfather of Hosevan shah and having put him to death seized on his government.. Then sultan

Huseyan shah. son of Saiud Ashraf, son of Ibrahim became king™™ It is to be noted here that except only

Y IMC L PYG

" Ibid. p. 221

“Ibid, p. 241.

* Ruknuddin Ibrahim Khalji of Delhi was son of Jalaluddin Firuz and he mentioned lis father's name on the coins
JMC, 11, p 38: Ibralim Lods of Delli also mentioned his father's name, IMC, 11, p.38 Ibrahim Shah Suri (JASC, 11,
p-127).Ibralum Shah of Kashmir (/A/C.11.p. 139). Ibrahim Shah Sharqi of Jaunpur(/A7C"11.P.208) . none of them used
Nasiruddin as thanr faghs

" In the joint coin Nasiruddin Ibralum bin Firuz claimed the formula ‘Sultan bin as Sultan’, Numismatic Suppl., XV,
?.69‘). PLXV. comno 3

* For the coin of Shargi Sultan seeIMC, 11, P.208 Coin no. 1.

" Eastern Incia\1.PP. 618619,
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the above mentioned reference of Buchanan not a sigle testimony 1s available related to Ibrahim m any

works of Bengal history

Most probably the scizure of Government by Jalaluddin happened in 818 or $19AH after his conversion.
But Sukhamoy cxpresses doubt and comments that it was Ibralim Sharqr who attacked Jalaluddin and

Buchanan probably made a mistake in rendering the translation™

- In fact, 1t was Sukhamoy who mingled
the two different Ibrahims into one 1.e. Ibrahim Sharqr His main argument was that during the last part of
the 14th or first part of the 15th century (Probable time of the grand father of Husain Shah) there was none
bearing the name of [brahim among the Sultans of Bengal. But we already have a com bearing the name
of Ibralum other than Ibrahim Shargqi and from Bengal. There are so many Sultans whose names are only
known through their comns namely Ikhtivar u'd din Ghazi, Firuz bin Bavazid, Qutbuddin Azam and
Ghiysuddin Nusrat ¢te. Joa de Baros reports that one hundred years before the coming of the Portugess in
Chittagong one Arab trader came to Bengal wath two hundred men and ultimately usurped the power by
killing the Bengal Sultan. This Ibralim of our coin, grand father of Husain. and Joa de Barros™ Arab trader
may be identified as onc person whom Jalaluddin killed and who's government had been seized. But
whether he was the grand father of Husain or not we have no evidence at our disposal to prove it. On the
testimony of this newly discovered coin we want to establish Nasiruddin Ibrahim, as a Sultan of Bengal.
Until the discovery of dated coin we are not i a position to fix his chronology. but he was undoubtedly a

Bengal Sultan

On the basis of above discussions we may conclude as follows:

The com adds a new name to the hst of the Sultans of Bengal and the full regal name of the Sultan 1s
Nasiru'd dunyva wa'd din Abu’| Muzaffar (or Abu'z Zafar) Ibrahim Shah as Sultan. So. he was not Sahim
Shah. The coin was struck at Mu‘azzamabad. no date is available on the coin. On the basis of the mint
name of the BNM coin we may now assign the Sultan as Sultan of Bengal with certainty and also of the

Sultani penod of Bengal

As Mu‘azzamabad nmunt was started in 760AH by Sultan Sikandar Shah and continued to survive up to the
reign of Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah (836AH) circumstantial evidences show that this new Sultan struck
coins between 817 to 821AH. may be during the crisis period which started at the assumption of the

throne by Ghanesh

According to the report of Buchanan. Jalaluddin seized the kingdom after attacking and killing Ibrahim,
Thus s rule lasted for a very short time and probably ended in 818 or 8 19AH.

" Dusho Bachhar, pp 134-155
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Chapter 5

Socio-Economic Condition as Reflected Through Coins

When the Mushms came to India they found that two types of coins were current there. One Delhiwals
with the effigy of a Chauhana horseman and a recumbent bull and the other. Lakshmi type of gold coins
of Kanau). After the coming of the Muslims upto Iltutmish the currency system was more or less the
same, appropriation was made by changing the name of the Sultan. But it was lltutmish who for the first
time organized the comnage system of the Delhi Sultanate and remodeled 1t after the Ghazna type of coins.
It is a general rule for coms everywhere that the introduction follows the prototype in the prevailing coin
of a country But n Bengal this phenomenon was completely absent because before the advent of the

Muslims there was no metallic coin in circulation' which could serve as a prototype for Bakhtiyar Khalji

The Sena period was devoid of metal comns and kauri, shells were used to serve the purpose. Not a single
coin of the Sena king has been found or that their influence can be traced in the subsequent coins of the
Mushims either. Before the Senas the mighty Palas of Bengal had no coins. Therefore, it was Bakhtiyar
Khalji who introduced and imuiated the coinage system of Bengal in 601AH following the Ghazna type
coins of Muhammad bin Sam but with the adoption of Central Asian influence in design® and adoption of
indigenous weight of tola standard which ultimately became the standard for the national coins of the
Delhi Sultanat. It may be recalled here that before the imitiative taken by Itutmish for organizing the
comage, Bengal already had her own coimns, which was ultimately copied by the Delhi rulers. It has been
observed i the coms of Sultan Htutmish. which followed the coins of Bengal governor Iwad's coin type
for s Delhi issucs. So. Bengal and its governors contributed to the coinage system of the Delhi Sultanat

Bakhtiyar should also to be credited for initiating mone): based cconomy in Bengal, which gained
currency in subsequent Sultani rule. Full gold tanka with its fractions and the fractional silver tankas
mtroduced by Bakhtiyar in the name of Muhammad bin Sam n Bengal 1s proof of the starting of

monetized economy from the very outset,

A currency system was introduced by the Muslims in Benga), whose pattern was uniform throughout the
entire Sultani Period. Gold and silver coins were prevalent all through, though silver currency dominated.
Both gold and silver comage were prevalent with its fractional denominations but gold fractions were
almost ml during the ragn of the independent Sultans, specially from 75071349 to 945/1538. Likewise

gold coins and fractional silver coins were generally less in number, Silver tanka was the main issue,

' HSB, p29.

* The prototype of the Gaud Vijoye coins of Muhammad bin Sam could be traced with the Dirhams of Seljuk Sultan
Suleiman ibn Qilyy Arslan. dated 1201, of Central Anatolia. Dr. Jhon S. Deyell, "Rupar Bangla the Politics and
Religion of Medieval Bengal through Coins”, Marg of Kings and Coins, Martha L. Carter (ed.) Vol XLV, no 4,
Bombay, 1994, p.70 (Mgure 2).
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fractional coms were seldom found and was divided into halves, quarters, one-cighths, one-sixteenths and
one thirty sccondths (1/32) But half tankas and quarter tankas are generally dommant among the
fractional coins. It 1s a fact that the populanization of silver tankas in Bengal and their continuous 1ssuance
particularly during the independent Sultani rule have been the result of a highly orgamized political

system. The hoard comn shows that they were current throughout the whole of Bengal

The first stage of comage in Bengal was the issues in the name of Delhi Sultans by their respective
govemors there It also shows that the Sultans of Delli sometime shared the sovereign power of striking
coins with their able Bengal governors, Daulat Shah bin Maudud. 'Iwad. Yuzbak, Nasiruddin Ibrahim,

Ghiyasuddin Bahadur all these governors were allowed to exercise this privileges.

The next stage of comage in Bengal 1s marked by the introduction of independent conage by some
governors who proclaimed independence. They are 'Ali Mardan Khalji, Yuzbak, Tughril. Shamsuddin
Firuz and Ghiyasuddin Bahadur. though their efforts were short hived and from time to ime checked by

the imperial Sultans of Delhi. But any one who proclaimed independence struck coins in lis own name.

The final stage of currency of Bengal began with the introduction of dynastic currency, only after the
treaty between the Tughlaq Sultan Ghivasuddin Firuz of Delhi and Ilyas Shah of Bengal. Through this
treaty for the first time Delhi recognized Bengal as an independent state. Therefore, from the time of llvas
Shah down to the Husaim rule Bengal enjoyed complete political and economic independence and issued

independent coins

No contemporary treatise or mscriptions mention the currency system of Bengal From the study of the
actual comns we may derive some picture of the currency svstem, which is very incomplete. A few citing
in histories and some reports of travelers are the main sources besides the actual coins for discussing the
coins and commerce. The Tabaqar-i-Nasiri reports that for a religious discourse (tazkir) Jamaluddin
Ghaznavi received from Ghiyasuddin 'Iwad a gift of ten thousand tanka (gold and silver), 'lwad also
ordered to his courtiers, the Amirs and Maliks to bestow presents. so that amounted to another three
thousand tankas This reflects that within twenty years (622 AH) the circulation of coined money was so
firmly established that the court could easily make presents of three thousand tanka. Another report of
using comed money is also reported in Tabagar, that in 622, 'Iwad made an indemnity of eighty laks of
treasure to ltutmish But Tazkarand Muluk states that his sum was in silver tanghas’ 7N mentioned the
term treasure but Tazkaramd Muluk mentioned the sum as silver tanka. Therefore, this proves that the
court was able to produce 80 laks comed money. This reveals that within 22 years the currency system
became so strong that it could produce this amount casily. No further reference about the comage 1s found

in the chromicles
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The best preserved silver com of the Bengal Sultans does not surpass 11 grams, The standard weight of
Sultanat coins i the whole of India 1s one fola,which is equivalent to 96 rati and on the calculation of 1.8
grain a rati the tola reaches to 96x18 =172.8 grains' (tola is equivalent to 11.66 grams) which is the
standard of the Bengal gold and silver coins weight standard. The Gauda vijove coin of Muhammad bin
Sam, issued by Bakhtivar Khaly weighs 172 4 grains. All the gold coins of the Bengal Sultan followed
this weight standard for their gold and silver coins’. But in general the coins both in gold and silver are
found onc gram or up to 15 grains lighter. Generally the weight of the silver tanka of Sultani Bengal
ranges from 104 grams to 1100 grams cach. The causes for this lightness are not known. One gram may
have been lost duc to wear and tear. Scholars hold, on the reference of Ibn Batuta that the ratio between
gold and silver was one gold tanka equivalent to ten silver tankas. It may be presumed that the lightness of

coins was for the mamtenance of a proper ratio between silver and gold coins.

It has been observed that at the beginming of the Mushim rule the economy of Bengal was in a static
condition particularly during the Sena period. But with the first onslaught of the Muslims the situation
abruptly began to charge The Muslims were mostly soldiers and the immigrant Mushms afterwards had
no connections with the land and land produce. Most of them were service holders. Therefore, they had to
depend on purchases to meet the necessities of their live: In this way from the very beginning. a kind of
intemal trade gradually began to flourish. On the other hand, with the stately patronage growth of a feudal
class began, gradually with the support of the state they began to engage themsclves with trade and
commerce. With the gradual expansions of the Sultanat and occupation of the river ports like Satgaon,
Gauda, Sonargaon and the scaport Chatgaon, Bengal - commerce merged with the international sea route
stretched from Cormondel up to Java. This in general facilitated small-scale traders to engage themselves
as suppliers of the large-scale international trade. In this way, the growth of rich businessman and
feudatonies gradually emerged. Besides the ruling class, generals, Igtadar, quadi and businessmen, middle
class was expanding Therefore, society was divided into three to four tiers. upper, middle. farmers and

lower classes

With the coming of the Mushms public works in vanous departments including the capital emerged and
vanous admustrative and religious centers began to be established. Centering on those institutions and
establishments gradually new cities and urban centres were developed. It may not be out of place to
mention that the process of urbanization in Bengal was rapid and numerous. "In fact, every settlement of
foreigners in general. and Mushims in particular turned in course of time into a flourishing urban centre.

Some of them not only succeeded in rapidly developing the economic functions of a true city but also

VTN, (raverty). Vol 1. qouted m p.593, Fn-7

! Coinage. pA02

* M.R Tarafdar. " The Gold Coinage and the Currency System in Pre Mughal Bengal”. in Cultural Interaction in
South Asia, S.LA. Tirmizi (ed ). New Delhi, 1993, pp.154-156.
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came up to Barani's definition of misr-i-jami (the perfeet eity)"™ To meet the demand of the time, in
keeping with the decentralization policy. and for assuring the smooth circulation of money in distant and
remote places, many of these new cities became mint cities: Sometimes the decentralization policy was
postponed and corns with no mint name or date and also coins with the term Darud darb and Khazanah
were produced. Dynastic rulers in general 1ssued coins with various mint names and dates, with no mint
names or datc. and also coins bearing Darub Darh and Khazanah. The number and quantity of coins
having no mint name and date are not small. The name 'Dar ud Darb' and 'Khazanah' are not munt citics
but are two institutions substitute of the mints. Probably they were serving as reserve banks to ensure the
total circulation of comed money. Darub darb and Khazanah should indicate the central mint and treasury
of the capital respectively But the coins reveal that sometimes more than one central mint (1.¢. Darud
Darb) was functioning simultancously. Or it may be assumed that the Darud Darb was a mobile mint
which was attached to the Sultan and which moved from one place to another with the marching party of
the Sultan. As an example, Nusrat Shah's coms show such mint as '‘Darud Darb Fathabad' and 'Jalal ud
Darb Husainabad' with the same date of 925AH. Jalal ud Darb indicates the royal mint of the capital

Husamabad and Fathabad may be a provincial central mint or a mobile mint

The mints ensurc the purity of the metal, prevention of the fake issues, above all the smooth production of
coins and their proper circulation. Sometimes, with the admimstrative unite for the protection and
guarding of the mnt establishments the munt sites become an important city Mention may be made of the

mint city Fathabad

Sometimes in an old city a new mint was cstablished, e.g. Lakhnauti, Sonargaon. In some others for the
casy and smooth up keeping of trade and commerce and growing demand of circulation money the need
for munts were felt. and sometimes new citics and mints were established simultancously, cg. Satgaon
may be mentioned of this category In some cases to ensure the smooth supply of the currency some
business place was chosen for mints which ulumately turmmed into a great mint city like Satgaon or
Chatgaon. Sometimes to commemorate some event or record some special occasion, a place was
mentioned in the coms but these mints were short-lived, e.g. Chawlistan urf 'Arsah Kamru. Whatever may
be the rank of the city. great or small, having a mint tumed 1t to a mint city. Thus some capital cities, river

ports, popular or obscure places alike became mint cities

In all there are 36 mint cities and two munt organizations. thus 38 establishments were engaged in the

production of comnage during the Sultani period in Bengal. It is hoped that in future with the discovery of

new coins this number may be increas.

"Md. Akhteruzzaman. * Process of Urbanization in Early Muslim Bengal”, JASBD, no.46, Part.1, 2001, p.41. 33
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The identification and location of these mint citics are yet to be completed. and with the new discovery of

hoards, new munts are coming to light. There are in all 36 munt cities. They are given below:

List of known mint cities

Thomas Blochmann N. Wright Bhattasali
I Lakhnauti % Fathabad I Muzaffarabad 20 Pandunagar |
2. Firuzabad U, Khahfatabad 12 .Chatgaon 21Suvarnagram
3. Satgaon 10. Husainabad 13 Mahmudabad 22 Chatigram
4. Sonargaon 14 Muhammadabad 23 Chandrabad
5. Shahr-1-Naw |5 Rohtaspur
6. Mu'azzamabad 16 Jannatabad
7. Ghivaspur 17 Barbakabad
I8 'Arsah
19 Kamru
(Chawlistan)
S. Ahmed Mir Jahan Present writer
24 Khalifatabad Badrpur | 25 Shanfabad 26. Gaur

27 Sikandrabad

28, Dakhil Banjalhivah
29 Nasirabad

30 Sipur (Shuhur)

31. Madaran [Mandaran|
32. Shamsabad

33. Mustafabad

34. Khairabad

35. Dawabad

36. Rahindabad Badrpur

In 1866, Thomas wrote about seven mint towns. Blochmann added three new mints totaling ten in 1873
Wright gave eleven more in 1907 in IMC. . the total mint number reaching twentyv-one  Bhattasals in
1922 named three more new aunts though these three are only the renaming of the carlier known names
viz Pandunager (Firuzabad) Suvamagram (Sonargaon) and Chatigram (Chittagong). In 1936 Bhattasali
wrote about a new mint (in Taifoor collection). Shamsuddin Ahmed in Suppl. IMC 1l gave another new

name in 1936 Mir Jahan, i 1953 enumerating the carlier known mint towns added one more new mint in
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to the total of twenty seven mint towns. Among these mint-towns duc to doubtful reading or being
synonyms subtracting cleven names Mir Jahan enumerated with a synoptic view of the rest sixteen mints
According to him "Rohtaspur 1s a doubtful rcading. Jannatabad was the same as Gaur. Shahr-i-nau,
Husamabab. Nusratabed and Mahmudabad may be synonyms for Gaur. Kamru and Arkan represent
territonal area and not towns: Pandunagar was Pandua, Suvamagram was Sonargwon, Chatigram was
Chatgaon’. Abdul Karim named and discussed about twenty two mint towns in the Corpies in 1960. From
the synoptic view of Mir Jahan and Abdul Kanim's narration these 22 mint's location and identifications

are to some extent known” After 1960 twelve more new mints have come to hight.

Among these 36 mint cities those related to the Sultans' name were capitals from time to time, ¢g.
Firuzabad. Sikandarabad. Mahmudabad. Muzaffarabad. Husainabad, Nusratabad, Shamsabad. Others
were capitals time to time, ¢.g Lakhnauti, Gaud. Jannatabad. and Daru Nur The rest of the mints may be
divided mto two broad groups, Those that have been identified. ¢g Bang (East Bengal). Barbakabad
(Malht Santosh) Chatgaon (Chittagong). 'Arsah Kamru (Kamrup i Assam). Satgaon (in Hugly dist)
Dakhil Bajalivah (City of Bengala), Fathabad (Faridpur) Firuzabad (Gauda). Ghiyaspur (Mymensing) .
Jannatabad. ( Gaud the Capntal or 1its suburb), Khalifatabad (Bagerhat ) Lakhnauti ( Lakshmanavat),
Madaran ( Mandaran in Bibhum), Mu'azzamabad (Mujampur, near Sonargaon), Sonargaon (in
Narayangan) dist ). Muhammadabad ( Jessore), Chandrabad, Satgaon ( near Hngli), Shahr-1-naw, the new
city, most probably Lakhnauti or its suburbs. Shrifabad (m Birbhum), and those that have not been
identified.e. g Arkan. Khairabad. Mustafabad, Badrpur or Rahindabad Badarpur, Shahr-i-Naw and
Dawabad.

Early Bengal munts are Gaor. Nadiva Lakhnauti. Sonargaon, Bang, Firuzabad. Ghiyaspur and Satgaon.

Among these Gaur. Lakhnauti. Sonargaon and Satgaon mints were active mn producing comage of the
Delhi Sultans These mints were organized and run by the Delhr Sultan's respective govemors in Bengal
Gaur being the first mint produced the carliest coins. the ' Gauda Vijoye' coins of Bengal though the mint
name was not present on the coin but it can be presumed that the coin was struck in Gauda. In later ime
Iltutmish’s Bengal coins bear the mint 'bi Gaur' in 6 16AH issued by the Bengal governor ‘lwad. But very
soon the name Gaud was replaced by Lakhnauti, which was the chief and only mint in Bengal for
sometime. In 742 "Al Shah transferred the capital from Lakhnauti to Pandua and Pandua alias Firuzabad
became the chicf mimt and Lakhnauti was abandoned. In 705AH Sonargaon appeared on the com as a
munt during the reign of Sultan Shamsuddin Firuz, he also struck coins form the mint Bang in 702AH and

Satgaon in the carly part of the thirties during the rule of Mohammad bin Tughlaq.

M. Mir Jahan. "Mint Towns of Medieval Bengal", Proceedings of the Pakistan Historical Conference, [, Dacca
Session. 1953, pp.225-226G
" Corpus. pp 137163 and Table (1
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During the period of carly independent rule viz- 'Ah Mardan Yuzbak, Tughnl, Nasiruddin Mahmud
Boghra, Kakaus and Shamsuddin Firuz those mints, (Viz. Lakhnauti, Satgaon and Sonargaon) were
active. But 'Ali Mardan and 'lwad did not mention any mint name on their independent coins. Yuzbak for
the first me 1ssued a com bearnng the mint name Nadiya in 652AH. Probably, after the re-annexation of
the city during this time He also used the Lakhnauti mint from 653AH. Tughnil's coins are also produced
from the same mint. During the reign of Nasiruddin Mahmud Boghra. the son of Balban. Lakhnauti was

designated as Hadrat Lakhnaut, it indicates the royal residence of the Sultan or presence of the Sultan

This use of Hadrat continued and used with other mint's names ¢.g. Hadrat Sonargaon, Hadrat Bang in
later time. even. during the independent rule of the Sultans from 737AH onwards. It may be mentioned
here that during the impenial rule of Delhn the epithets of the mints had administerial /territorial names
such as Ighim (province). 'Arsah (district), Sahar, (City) it may be recalled here that Muhammad bin
Tughlag divided the Bengal Subah in to three parts, Lakhnauti, Sonargaon and Satgaon. During carly
independent rule administrative epithets were also used by Firuz and his sons. Their coins bear Khitta
(tract of land) and Qasbah (city). But during the independent rule of the Bengal Sultans the epithets such
as Hadrat. al Balad. al Baldatul Mahrusah, al Baldatul mu'azzam were used qualifing the mint ity The
Mubarak Shahi rulers 1 ¢ Fakhruddin Mubarak and Ikhtuyaruddin Ghazi issued their comns only  from
mint of Sonargaon, the hononific title of the mint was Hadrat Jalal, the roval presence, throughout the
reign from 737-753AH

Al Shah the ruler of Lakhnauti struck comns from the only mint of Firuzabad in 742-744 AH. During llyas
Shahi rule mints increased. As llyas umted the whole of Bengal and Sikandar averted the Delhi aggression
and ruled for 33 vears, mints were active durning this penod. llyas struck coins from the mints Firuzabad,
Sonargaon, Shahr-i-Naw and Satgaon. On the other hand, Sikandar retaining the old one issued coins form
a new munt from his new conguest Chawhistan urf 'Arsah Kamru and Sonargaon mint was transferred and
renamed as Mu'azzamabad After Sikandar Sonargaon never appeared on the coin but n a transformed
form of Suvamagram m the comns of Danujmardan deva It may be mentioned here that this time
Firuzabad was designated as al Balad, Baladatul Mahrusah and Hadrat. and Mu'azzamabad has been
designated as Ighm and al Baladatul Mu'azzam.i e Ighim Mu'azzamabad and al Baldatul Mu'azzam
Mu'azzamabad. The rest of the three mints were designated as ‘Arsah. Ghiyassuddin Azam Shah
continued to Strike coins from the three old mints of his father viz Firuzabad (with Hadrat),
Mu'azzamabad and 'Arsah Satgaon. He also imtiated two new munts, Jannatabad and Sikandrabad. Shahr-
i-Naw never appeared on comns again. Therefore, it may be presumed that if Jannatabad 1s the name of the
city of Gaud then Shahr-i-Naw estabhished by llyas during Ghiyasuddin Azam no longer remains a new
city and most probably Sikandarabad took the new name of Shahr<i-Naw. It may be mentioned here that
the Sikandarabad mint appeared for the first time on the coins of Azam Shah and it was its last appearance

also. duning the short rule of Hamzah only three mints Firuzabad, Mu'azzamabad and Satgaon were
g 2
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functiomng and duc to the pohiucal instability afterwards no one revived the mint Sikandrabad or perhaps

the coins bearing this mint have not been discovered yet.

During the short reign of Bayazid and Firuz three mints, which worked during Hamzah Shah. were active
and no new mints were found. Raja Ganesh ahas Danuymardan Deva after coming to power issued coins
in Bengali language form three munts viz Pandunagar, Suvamagram and Chaugram These are the
transformed names of Firuzabad. Sonargaon and Chatgaon or Chittagong respectively. It may be noted

here that Chittagony for the first tme appeared on the coins of Danuymardana Dev.

Though the father Ganesh issued coms from three mints only but s son Jadu, Jalaluddin after
conversion, issucd cons from several mints - Firuzabad, Jannatabad, Iqghm Mu'azzamabad, Dakhil
Banjaliya. Chatgaon and Rotspur. Among these mints Dhakil Banjaliya a completly new mint and most
probably synonym to the aity of Bengala and Jannatabad a new mint for Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah’
Sonargaon. Satgaon and Fathabad on the coins of Jalaluddin are not a doubt free reading” Shamsuddin
Ahmad Shah used only thee munts for issuance of coinage. viz Firuzabad . Chatgawn and Dakhil

Baujaliya. it may be mentioned here that not so many coins of Ahmad Shah have been found with clear

marginal legends

Nasiruddin Mahmud reigned for 26 years and struck vanous types of comns at least from nine mints. He
retained all the old nunts of Firuzabad. Mu'azzamabad. Dakhil Banjaliva Fathabad. Satgaon and
Chatgaon. He mtroduced at least four new mints from new cities viz Muhamadabad. Nasirabad,
Mahmudabad and Khalifatabad besides Darud Darb and Khazanah were also been found in his comns.

Khalifatabad has been indentified as Bagerhat. Earlier to that a city most probably at present Baro Bazar
(at present in Jhemdah dist) in the greater Jessore district was established. Some inscriptions with the
legend 'Shahr Muhammadabad' have been discovered from this region. On the basis of which M A
Quadir 1s mchined to identify Muhammadabad identical with BaroBazar instead of earhier identification of
Muhammadpur also  the Jessore district'’. But A BM. Husain wants to identify Baro Bazar as
Mahmudabad on the support of Ain-i-Akbari's Sarkar Mahmudabad'® But Fath Shah's Sonargaon
inscription dated 88YAH reveals that Ighm Mu'azzamabad was also known as Mahmudabad  Blochmann
translating this text as "the terntory of Mu'azzamabad, also known as Mahmudabad" identifics
Mahmudabad with Mu'azzamabad'’. But Dani translating the passage as "The territory of Mu'azzamabad

and also the well known Mahmudabad”, commented that "The name does not survive m the A It

" Abdul Karim did nol mention these two mnts, Corpus. p 76

" Already discussed i Ch. 111,

"' M. A Qadir, "Eight unpublished Sultanat Period Inscriptions of Bengal," In Journal of Bengal Art, Dr. Enamul
Haque (ed.), Vol. 4. Dhaka: The International Center for Study of Bengal Art, 1999, pp.250-254.

"* AB.M. Hosain." Baro Bazar: Was it the Mahmudabad of Sultani Bangla" in Essays in Memory of Momtazur
Rahman Tarafdar Dhaka Umiversity :Centre for Advanced Studics in the Humanitics, 1999, pp.235-236.

" Blochmann, Contributions. L1SB. no. 3, 1873, p.286.
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remains to be identificd. There 1s one Sarkar Mahmudabad i the Ain (Jarrett's Trans. Vol 11 pp. 132-33),

but probably that 1s too far away"™,

Abdul Qadir's plea in favour of Baro Bazar as Muhamadabad scems to have some strong ground, this 1s
farther strengthened by the discovery of so many mosques of the Khan Jaham style from the single area of
Baro Bazar It 1s beheved that the region of Baro Bazar up to Bagerhat was conquered and colonized
during the reign of Nasiruddin Mahmud by the saint general Khan Jahan ‘Al Nasirabad mint was
established by Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah. This munt 1s not in the list of Mir Jahan or Abdul Kanm's

Corpus most probably it was the name of the capital like Husainabad

Ruknuddin Barbak Shah established as new mint Barbakabad, after his name. Mir Jahan has identified it
with Mahi Santosh of present Nawgaon district. It continued up to Ghivasuddin Mahmud of Husamni
family Barbak struck coins from Fathabad, Muhammadabad Satgaon, Nasirabad and Barbakabad basides
Khazanah and Dar ud darb.

Shamsuddin Yusuf Shah established a new mint city after his name as Shamsabad probably 1t was onc of
the capitals. old or new. Lakhnauti or Firuzabad which has been renamed after the Sultan's name,
Shamsabad coins are found only with the date 884, probably it was a short lived mint. It is observed that

during this penod Dar ud darb and Khazanah coins were dominated among total available coins.

Fath Shah's raign also was dommant with Darud darb and Khazanah coins he also started a new mint
named Madaran i Birbhm district, only one coin of the mint dated 887AH 1s known. Besides these, coins
bearing the munt name Fathabad and Muhammadabad are also found. During the short rule of the
Abyssinians no new munts are found and throughout their reign coms with the names Khazanah and Darud
darb were many in number and only two mints Fathabad and Muhammadabad were known to have
produced coins. During this penod mints were probably centralized and was limited with Darud darb and
Khazanah which continued in later period also or due to political chaos. During this period distant mints

ceased to strike coms

The Husain Shahi penod 1s remarkable for their varied number of mints and minting activities. During the
reign of Alauddin Husam Shah and Nusrat Shah the volume of circulated money was so abundant that tll
today their cons are found in the coin hoards which out numbered the others. Alauddin Husain Shah used
nine mints to produce lus coms including Khazanah and Darud darb. Karim enumarated seven mints in

the corpus the other two are Shanfabad (present Bardhwan) and Barbakabad (Mahi Santosh). There 1s

""AH. Dami. Hibliography of the Muslim Inscriptions of Bengal (down to AD 153%), Appendix to JASP, Vol. 11,
Dacca. p. 111
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auother mmt Daru Noor but the reading 1s not conclusive It could be read as Darud darb also with

shortage of an "ALf But Abdul Qadir 1s in favor of reading 1t Daru Noor'*

Due to vanous conquests and consolidation duning Alauddin's reign the number of mints were farther
mcreased during the reign of Nasiruddin Nusrat Shah. He struck coins from a dozen mints excluding
Darud darb and Khazanah. Abdul Kanm i his Corpuy gave seven mints for Nusrat Shah including
Nusratabad a new mint started by Nusrat and s dentified with a Mahal of the same name in Sarkar
Ghoraghat of the Ain-1-Akbari. Other than these. six new mints of Nusrat came to light through his coms.
They are Chatgaon. Arkan. Khairabad, Mustafabad, Dawabad and 'Arsah. Among these mints Chatgaon 1s
identical with Chittagong but other five mint's location are difficult to assign. The reading of Arkan 1s
doubtful it could be a corrupt form of Barbakabad. 'Arsah, name of an admimistrative unit and normally
used as an adjective to qualify a place as 'Arsah Satgaon or Khitta Lakhnauti. But plain 'Arsah in the coins
of Nusrat 1s a question Whether it was name of a place 1s not certain, it may be presumed that the cons
bearing the name 'Arsah were struck for the ‘Arshahs in general. Khairabad and Mustafabad, two place-
names no doubt but could not be identified. The mint Dawabad a completely new name for Sultani cons
of Bengal, it could be read as Do Abad also and may be identified with Deopara or Dohar (the find place

of the hoard) or Dewgaon of Sarkar Punjrah or Sarkar Sonargaon or Sarkar Chatgaon respectively'®.

During the short rule of Alauddin Firuz mints were reduced and coins with only seven mints of this period
were discovered Ghivasuddin Mahmud, the last ruler of Husain Shahi dynasty also struck coins from
various mints of his father's ime and one new munt of his period 1s Rahindabad Badrpur but the location is

not known.

Therefore. all these mint eities and Khazanah and Dar ud darb were functioning during Sultami pertod to
meet the demand of the country It is strange that the volume of these silver comns appear at a time when
commodities were cheap and general people did not need any coins. The &kourr was sufficient for their

sundry purchases So the purpose of the large number of cons is a big question.

The texts of com legends of the Sultani period show that hike the mediacval monarchs the Bengal Sultans
were protectors of the rehigion. They claimed themselves as the succor of Islam and the Mushims, helper
of Islam and helper of the commander of the believers. They used to senbe Kalima and such words
which relate to Islam. Muslims, Khalifa, or Khalifat Allah; even some of them proclaimed Khalifa, If all
these claims are taken to be true then it may be presumed that the Sultans were up holder of the Islamic
faith and protectors of the Muslims. Generally it may be assumed that religion had an important role in

society and the rulers abided by the practices of Islam at least publicly otherwise such claims would not be

' Abdul qadir. " Daru Nur *. Damik Sangram (daily Newspaper in Bangla). July 1987, (dated 3.5.7 July).
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made on the coms The languages of comn legend indicate that they ruled i the name of religion. the
Islamic Shar'a was in practice as 'Khara)' was mentioned on the comns. Until Nasiruddin Nusrat's rule this
trend of religious affiliations was followed. It was Nusrat who completely abandoned such religious

epithets from the coins altogether for the first time.

Though the Sultans” allegiance was to Islam and rehgion stll the local non-Mushim people were loyal to
them and jomtly stood against their foes whenever needed. llyas Shah and Sikandar fought the impenal
Delhi Sultans jontly with local people i the very carly phase of the Bengal Sultanat.

Local people were non conversant with Arabic which was the language of the coin legend throughout the
Sultani period In an iterlude during these two hundred years of the Sultani rule Raja Ganesha introduced
coins in the vernacular language for two to three years, but this could not create any impact on the comnage

system during the Sultanat period

About the trade and commerce of Bengal it may be remembered that dunng the Sena peniod, external
trade appears to have come to an end and a sort of rural cconomy characterized the life of the people'”. It
may also be remembered that comn (sikka) was the prerogative of Muslim sovereignty Probably from the
very imtial stage coms served as a medium of exchange also. First citaton of business 1s found in the
connection with Balban's pursuit of Tughril, There is evidence of Military Supplier group in the incidence
of Tughril's flight from the impenal forees that some grocers through whom the imperial troop got the
trail and trace of Tughril® Therefore, the event indicates that during Tughril's time commerce of Bengal
reached to a highly orgamzed point. During the carly Mushm period there were ups and downs about
trade and commerce of Bengal and sometimes that was shattered by the onslaught of the imperial troops
of Delln. But after the independence particularly from the time of Mahmud Boghrah the commerce of
Bengal gradually got impetus. which further enhanced with the foundation of the Independent Sultanat
Important ports like Satgaon, Sonargaon and Chatgaon began to function. At least thirty-five mint towns
were functioning during this period These indicate Bengal's sound economy and revival of Bengal's
mantime commerce and her connection with the different parts of the world. According to Tarafdar '
Muslim rule was responsible for bringing Bengal back the rural to urban phase of civilization based on the
introduction of moncy cconomy'”. Reports of Ibn Batuta, Varthema, Tome Pires and Chiness sources

spoke highly about Bengal's sound trade and commerce.

" M Rezaul Karun," Husam Shali Amoler Kichhu Bishishta Roupya Mudra: Ekti Paryalochona.” (In Bangla),
Fxsavs in Memory of Tarafdar, Dhaka university, 1999, pp.68-69 and 74.
" HSB. p. 29. Nihar Ranjan Ray, Bangalir Itihas, p.199.
"* Rivaz, pp.81-82.
"HSB. p.30
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Ibn Batuta visited Bengal i 1346CE and he saw a Chinese Ship (Junk) in Sonargaon bound for Java He
informed that gold coms were also in use in business at that tume i Sonargaon and commodities were
very cheap m Bengal He told us that nowhere in the umiverse did he see a country where commoditics
sold so cheap as in Bengal™ Both agricultural and industrial products were produced in abundance and
were exported to the foreign countries, The main items werg cotton cloth, rice, and sugar. We can get a
clear picture of Bengal's exports and imports to China from the Chinese sources and these reveal that there

was a good trade conncction between the two countries during fifteenth century

Bengal imports from China were gold, silver, satn fabne, coloured taffeta. blue and white poreclain,
copper coin, musk. vermillion, quick silver, grass mats and paper. On the other hand Bengals exports to
China were mushin. specially bafta, pearls, precious stones, horse, horse saddles with gold and silver work
on them, opaque vessels with gold engravings, broad-cloth (Sakelat), woolens (sof), rhinoceros homs,
crane's heads. kingfisher's feathers, crystal sugar. frankincense. black coarse cotton cloth, cotton velvet,

parrots, parrot beaks, coarse rhubarb, gharuwood, catechu, chony, sapanwood. pepper and areca-nut.”'

Huraprasad Ray rclates that ‘the mode of procurement was on exchange or cash payment'. He also opined
that balance of pavment was in Bengal's favour in view of China's import of large number of articles™.
Bengal generally took gold and precious metals in exchange for its cotton, silk stuffs and other

commoditics™

M. A Rahim informs us quoting Ralph Fitch that the export items of Sonargaon port was cotton cloth and

- 4
much rice to serve all of India. Ceylon, Pegu. Malacea, Sumatra and many other places

From Satgaon port the Portuguese merchants alone loaded thirty-five ships with rice, cotton-stuffs, lac,
sugar. long pipper. mirabolans ete”. Varthema informed us that every year fifty ships laden with cotton
and silk stuffs sailed from the city of Bengalah. According to Ibn Batuta Bengal exports rice to Maldives
in exchange of kaurt yhells which were used in Bengal as currency™

For all this export participation of the general people, irrespect of farmers or artisans (weavers), was a
must and through their efforts Bengal became a prosperous country. The rich and higher class people of
the society were the businessmen and provider of capital. They also organized the big business. The

general people were engaged with production and small scale business to link up the big exports. Barbosa

" Ibn Batuta Rihla . Trans. in Coins and Chronology. pp 135-136
*' Haraprasad Ray. [rade and Diplomacy in India China Relations:.A Study of Bengal during the Fifteenth Century,
New Delhi: Radiant Publishers, 1993, p.114.
= Ibid, p. 121
= Muhammad Abdur Ralum. Social and Cultural History of Bengal, Vol. 1, (henceforth SCHB), Karachi: Pakistan
Historical Society. 1963, p.399
“ Ibid. pp. 398-39Y. Purchas-His Pilgrims, Vol X, p.185.
** SCHB. p. 399
“ Quoted i Dusho Bacihar. p.531
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writes about the Muslims of the city of Bengalah that "They are all great marchants, and own large ships
of the same build as those of Mokah"*’ Eaton's comment in this regard is worth mentioning, "Clearly,

: 2
Bengal had become a major centre of Asian trade and manufacture™.

Bengal maintaned this favorable trade all through the Muslim period. As the balance of trade was n her
favour there was a large flow of gold and precious metals and this has been expressed by Alexander Dow
that 'Bengal was considered as a sink where gold and silver disappeared without the least prospect of

129
return

“" Hakluyat Society. Vol 11, pp.144-145, quoted in SCHB, p. 396,

* Richard M. Eaton. The Rise of Islam and the Bengal Frontier, 1204-1760,0xford. 1993.1" Indian ed. 1994, New
Delhi: Oxford University Press. Paperback Indian ed 1997.p. 97.

“ Alexander Dow. fidoostan. p. CXI111. quoted in SCHB. p. 402.
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Chapter 6

Conclusion

The present study presents a critical analysis of the coinage of the Sultani period of Bengal and a complete
chronology of the independent Sultans of Bengal covening the period of two centuries from 1338 to
1538CE on the basis of their coin-legends and information gleaned through the study. It also presents the
chronology of the governors and fortune hunters who proclaimed independence in Bengal prior to that
from 1205 1o 1338CE

The study has revealed the history of Sultam Bengal from 1205 up to 1538CE based on the analysis of the
coinage and com-legends of the period. The study revealed three new Sultans of Bengal not known
carhier: Ghiyasuddin Nusrat Shah (dated 737AH), Qutbuddin Azam Shah and Nasiruddin Ibrahim. Among
these three only Ghiyasuddin Nusrat has been identified and his reign has been located by his coin's date.
But the other two Sultan’s coins do not bear any date and only one, the last among the three bears a mint
name Mu'azzamabad. Thercefore. the last two sultans' identity and their reigns have not been ascertamed
but undoubtedly thev were Bengal Sultans as evidenced in their coin style and legend. Apart from those
rulers some adventurers' names have come to light whose identities have been reassessed. They are
Jalaluddin Mahmud. who was once identified as one of the sons of Shamsuddin Firuz (700-722/1300-
[322). Shamsuddin Daulat Shah (date uncertain) and Kirman Shah (dated 719/1319). Morcover, the
regnal names of the known rulers have been corrected by their coin legends. For example Ali Mardan's
regnal name should be ‘Ruknuddin® Al Mardan instead of Alauddin, likewise Tughril's name should be
‘Mu'izzuddin' instead of ‘Mughisuddin’. Sikandar [I's (son of Nasiruddin Mahmud) name should be
Nuruddin of the Mahmud Shahis (so called Later llyas Shahi) and Abyssinian ruler Mahmud bin Firuz's
regnal title should be Qutbuddin Mahmud

The study has brought to hight for the first time some new commemorative coins of the rulers, like the
Kittch mard Shithi. coms of Fath Shah, Kamta mardan coins of Muzaffar Shah, Fath Kamia (or Kamta
Fath) and a/ fanh It Kamrit wa Kamtah wa Jajnagar (without Onissa). coins of Alauddin Husain Shah and
Iirhut Mardan coms of Nasiruddin Nusrat, Alauddin Firuz and Ghiyasuddin Mahmud Shah of the

Husami famih
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This study has endcavoured to typify the Bengal Sultans' gold coins, which had so far been neglected for
proper deliberations within the fold of Bengal comnage. A select catalogue of coin was made based on the

coin legends and both the gold and silver coins were typified accordingly

Some coins of the Sultans have been identified wath the year including month. The month Sh'aban on the
con of Bayazid and the month Shawwal on the comn of Firuz bin Bayazid and Rabi | on the comns of
Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah may be mentioned which are known for the first ime. From the discovery of
new coins and hoards and re-reading of the old ones new information has been gathered which reveals the

condition of trade and commerce of the period as well as the conditions of foreign trade and economy.

Some coins of new shape and type along with some new mints have come to light. The shape of coins of
the Sultani Bengal 1s round as a convention but the present study revealed a unique shape which i1s known
for the first ime in Bengal A hexagonal coin and an eight petalled coin of Sultan Jalaluddin Muhammad
arc known for the first ume. These two shapes never reappeared in Sultam cons of Bengal nor i the
coins of any other Mushm rulers in India. Likewise three unique higher denominational coins of the
Sultani period have come to light, a two tanka gold comn of Ilyas Shah and two and ten tanka silver cons
of Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah have been discovered.

At least four completely new mint names, which have been known for the first time as well as several new
dates The mints are Sikandarabad. Dakhil Banjaliyah &t J<'>), Dawabad ( sb!9>) or Doabad and
Madaran [Mandaran| Some of the con legends which were earlier misread from the tme of Blochmann

to the present day have been corrected, e.g 'vad-1-Hurmazad' which is clearly “Tirhut Mardan'

The thesis has enriched our knowledge in the field of numismatics of Bengal The fractional coin in silver
(which are important and rare) of the Sultani Bengal have also been discussed. It 1s hoped that this

research will encourage others to take the subject for further research.
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An up to Date Chronology of the Sultans of Bengal

Goverors or usurpers who proclaimed independence and struck coins in Bengal

Name

Sultan Ruknuddin ‘Ali Mardan
Sultan Ghiyasuddin ‘Iwad
Sultan Mughisuddin Yuzbak
Sultan Mu'izuddin Tughril
Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud

(Bughra Khan, Son of Balban)

Sultan Jalaluddin Mahmud

Sultan Rukhnuddin Kaikaus
(Son of Bughra Khan)

Sultan Shamsuddin Firuz

Sultan Ghivasuddin Bahadur
(Son of Firuz)

Independent Sultans of Bengal

Mubarak Shahis

Sultan Fakhruddin Mubarak Shahi
Sultan Ikhtn aruddin Ghaz

(Son of Mubarak Shah)
Sultan 'Alauddin ‘Ali Shah

Ilyas Shahis

Sultan Shamsuddin Ilyas Shah
Sultan Sikandar Shah (1)
(Son of llyas)
Sultan Ghivasuddin A'zam Shah
(Son of Sikandar)
Sultan Saifuddin Hamzah
(Son of A'zam)

Bayazid Sahis

Sultan Shihabuddin Bavazid Shah

Sultan 'Alauddin Firuz (1)
(Son of Bavazid)

Duration

607 - 609/1210- 1212
616 -624/1219 - 1227
652 - 655/1254 - 1257
678 - 681/1289 - 1281
686 - 689/1287 - 1290

687 - 688/1288 - 1289
689 - 699/1290 - 1299

700 - 72271301 - 1322

722 - 725/1322 - 1325
728 - 730/1328 - 1330

737 - 750/1336 - 1349
750 - 753/1349 - 1352

741 - 744/1340 - 1343

744 - 758/1343 - 1357

758 -¢.791/1357 - ¢ 1389

¢ 792 -813/c.1390 - 1410

813 -815/1410-1412

B15-817/1412- 1414
(Sa'ban 815AH)
817/1414

(Shawwal 817AH)
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House of Raja Ganesh

Sultan Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah (Jadu)

(Son of Ganesh)
Raja Ganesh aliyas Danuymardan Dev

Raja Mahendra Dev
(Son of Ganesh)

Sultan Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah (Jadu)

(Son of Ganesh)
Sultan Shamsuddm Ahmad Shah
(Son of Muhammad)
Sultan Ghivasuddin Nusrat Shah (1)

Mahmud Shahis (Later Hyas Shahi)

Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud (1)
Sultan Ruknuddin Barbak Shah (1)
(Son of Mahmud)

Sultan Shamsuddin Yusuf Shah
(Son of Barbak)

Sultan Nuruddin Sikandar (11)
(Son of Mahmud)

Sultan Jalaluddin Fath Shah
(Son of Mahmud)

Abyssinians

Sultan Ghiyasuddin BarbalKShah (11)
(Shah-zadah Barbak)

Sultan Saifuddin Firuz Shah (IT)

Sultan Qutbuddin Mahmud Shah (11)
(Son of Firuz 1)

Sultan Shamsuddin Muzaffar Shah

Husain Shahis

Sultan 'Alauddin Husain Shah

Sultan Nasiruddin Nusrat Shah (1)
(Son of Husam)

Sultan ‘Alauddin Firuz Shah (1)
{Son of Nusrat 11)

Sultan Ghivasuddin Mahmud (I11)
(Son of Husam)

BI18-819/1415- 1416
(Rabi' I, 818, st term)
819-820/1416 - 1417
(1339 - 1340 Saka)
82071417

(1340 Saka)

821 -836/1418 - 1433
(2nd term)
836-837/1433 - 1434

837/1434

837 - 863/1434 - 1459
864 - 878/1459 - 1474

879 - 885/1474 - 1480
§85/1490

K86 - 893/1481 - 1486

§93/1486

893 - 896/1486 - 1490
896/1490

896 - 898/1490 - 1493

899 - 925/1494 - 1519
925 - 938/1519 - 1532

938 - 939/1532 -

939 - 945/1533 - 1538
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Appendix: 2

Analysis of Percentage of Gold and Silver in the Coins of the Sultans of Bengal

In 1999 eleven silver coins of different Bengal Sultans were chemically analyzed as a part of a
doctoral dissertation of Dhaka University by M Jahan, in Chemistry. The method used for this
analysis was x-ray fluorescence spectroscopy The objective was to get the relative ratio of alloys

present in the coins

These coins cover three dynasties viz. Ilyas Shahi, Mahmud Shahi (Later llyas Shahi) and
Abyssinian rulers. The names of the individual ruler with his coin/coins and the contents in their

respective coins are shown in the chart given bellow

Table 1: Results of Analysis of Silver Coins by XRF.

Name of the Concentration in %w
Sultan Date Fe Cu Zn | Ag Au Pb
(iron) | (copper) | (zink) | (silver) | (gold) | (lead)
Ilyas Shah C 1350 - 022 - 57.0 1.20 016
CE
Sikandar Shah 1382 013 0.12 - 42.1 0.77 0.12
Sikandar Shah C.1390 0.10 0.13 582 0.75 0.07
Nasiruddin 1455 006 0.2 76.4 1.10 0.25
Mahmud
Ruknuddin 1468 = 075 80.1 1.00 0.49
Barbak
Yusuf Shah 1479 0.08 0.76 0.08 72.7 0.98 1.26
Yusuf Shah 1474-81 0.10 1.12 0.09 67 4 0.93 1.01
1490
Fath Shah - 037 - 593 0.97 0.75
1491
Fath Shah - 068 - 58.5 1.39 097
1490
Fath Shah . - 058 = 60 .4 0.93 092
1487-90
Saifuddin Firuz i
- 0.74 = 790 0.93 0.71
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Sikandar's two coins are from the same mints, Firuzabad, but of different types and dates, Yusuf
Shah's two coins are of the same mint, Dar ud Darb, but of different dates; Jalaluddin Fath Shah's
three coins are of three dirferent mints, Dar ud Darb, Khazanah and Fathabad of two dates. The
above Table' shows that silver coins of the Sultani period contain in average 0.51% of copper,
about 65%of silver and almost 1%( 995)of gold and 0 61% of lead. It may be mentioned that the
coin included in this study were the coins of a span of roughly 150 years from 1342-1490 CE. It
may also be mentioned here that the concentration of each sample (coin) does not amount 100%
in this analysis due to some technical problems’. The lowest content of silver percentage found in

the coin of Sikandar Shah, which is 43% and the highest, found in the coins of Ruknuddin
Barbak Shah, which is of 80%

Momtazur Rahman Tarafdar reported the analysis of five gold coins of the Bangaladesh National
Museum, in an article in 1999 Among these five coins only Fakhruddin's gold coin is of 97 to
98 % of punity. The other four rulers'viz Jalaluddin Fath ,Shamsuddin Muzaffar, Nasiruddin
Nusrat and Ghiyasuddin Mahmud,coins are of 100%purity. Therefore, it is reasonable to hold the
view that Bengal Sultans maintained all through a high standard of purity for their gold coins.
Tarafdar presumed in his article (p.162) that coined gold had a direct function in relation to
foreign trade The retention of the gold coin's highest purity for over two hundred years indicate
the precious metal's continuous supply from abroad in exchange of the industrial products. Which
may be the result of the political stability, he opined. Tarafdar also opined that influx of huge
Laun American silver to the European and Asian world in the sixteenth century probably
affected the ratio between silver and gold coins which became extremely overvalued in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and as a consequence most of the gold coins have been

melted down® This may be the reason for discovery of only a small number of gold coins.

'S. A M. Monowar Jahan. Physico-Chemical Investigations for the Conservation of Museum Objects and
Irchaeological Materials of Bangladesh, Unpublished thesis for the degree of Ph.D. in Chemistry of the Dhaka
University, 1995, p. 53, Table 2.3
* Ibid. P.56-, Dr Jahan elaborately explained the causes.
* M.R. Tarafdar. "The Gold Coinage and The Currency System in pre-Mughal Bengal.” Cultural Interaction in
South Asia. (ed) S.1 A Tirmizi,New Delhi.1993,p.172A, Table-1.
‘ Ibid.p. 162.
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Table 2: The Gold Coins of Pre-Mughal Bengal in the National Museum, Dhaka

Sultans Date Mint Weight Purity of Remarm
Gold

Fakhruddin 737 ' Sunargaon | 168 82grains 796.58% to

Mubarak 97 49%

Shah

Jalaluddin 886 Fathabad 163 32 100%

Fath |

Shamsuddin 896 Khazanah 162 50 100%

Muzaffar P

Nasiruddin 922 Disappeared 163 40 100%

Nusrat

Ghiyasuddin | Disappeared | Disappeared 165.07 100%

Mahmud -

Drawing of any conclusive result based on only five gold and eleven silver coins' sample analysis

is not reasonable or desirable. But the coins are of different periods, of a span of two centuries

and one and half centuries respectively. So, agreeing with both M. Jahan and Tarafdar we may

conclude that there was no convincing example of coin debasement during the Sultani period of

Bengal
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Appendix: 3
Bengal Sultans with their Coin Titles

Sultan Ali Mardan Khalpi (607-609/1210-1212)

. as Sultanu'l mu‘azzam Ruknu'd dunya wa'd din abu'l muzaffar 'Ali Mardan.

Sultan Ghivasuddin 'Iwad Khalp (616-622/1219-1225)

. as Sultanu'l mu'azzam Ghiyasu'd dunya wa'd din abu'l fath 'Iwad bin al Husyan nasiru amiri'l
mu'minim
o as Sultanu'l a'zam Ghiyasu'd dunya wa'd din abi'l fath 'Iwad bin al Husayn qasimu amiri'l

mu'munin Sultanu's Sataun.

Sultan Mughisuddin Yuzbak (652-655/1254-1257)

. as Sultanu'l a'’zam Mughisu'd dunya wa'd din abii'l fath Yiizbak as Sultan nasiru amir'l mu'minin
. as Sultanu'l a'zam Mughisu'd dunya wa'd din abi'l muzaffar Yiizbak as Sultan.

Sultan Mu'izuddin Tughril (678-681/1279-1281)

. as Sultanu'l a'zam Mu'izu'd dunya wa'd din abii'l muzaffar Tughnl as Sultan.

Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud Bughra (686-689/1287-1290)

. as Sultanu'l a'zam Nasiru'd dunya wa'd din abi'l muzaffar Mahmiid as Sultan bin as Sultdn

Sultan Jalaluddin Mahmud (687-688/]1288-1289)

. as Sultianu'l a'zam Jalalu'd dunya wa'd din abiil muzaffar Mahmiid as Sultan bin as Sultan,

Sultan Ruknuddin Kaikaus (Son of Mahmud) 689-699/1290-1299

. as Sultanu’l a'zam Ruknu'd dunya wa'd din abii'l muzaffar Kaykd'us as Sultan bin as Sultan bin as
Sultan

Sultan Shamsuddin Daulat Shah 6--7/12-- 7

. as Sultanu'l a'zam Shamsu'd dunya wa'd din abii'l muzaffar Dawlat Shah as Subiin.

Sultan Shamsuddin Firuz Shah 700-722/1300-1322

- as Sultdnu'l a'’zam Shamsu'd dunya wa'd din abi'l muzaffar Firiiz Shah as Sultan
Sultan Shihabuddin Bugh dah Shah (son of Firuz) 717-718/1317-1318

. as Sultinul a'zam Shihabu'd dunya wa'd din abii'l muzaffar Bughdah Shah as Sultan bin as sultan
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Sultan Jalaluddin kirman Shah 719/1319

. as Sultanu'l a'zam Jaldlu'd dunya wa'd din abii'l muzaffar Kirman Shah as Sultan.

Sultan Ghivasuddin Bahdur Shah (son of Firuz) 710-722/1310-1322 (with father), (723-724/1323-1324
& 728-730/1327-1329).

- as Sultanu'l a'’zam Ghiyasu'd dunyd wa'd din abti'l muzaffar Bhadur Shah as Sultan bin Sultan

Sultan 'Alau'ddin 'Ali Shah 741-744/1340-1343

. as Sultanu’l a'’zam 'Aldu'd dunya wa'd din Ab@l muzaffar 'All Shih as Sultan sikandaruzzaman al
makhsus bi'indvat ar Rahman nasiru amin’'l mu'minin

Mubarak Shahis

Sultan Fakhruddin Mubarak Shah 737-750/1336-1349

. as Sultdnu'l a'zam Fakhru'd dunyd wa'd din abi'l muzaffar Mubarak Shah as Sultan yaminu
khahfat Allih/saminy'l khalifat nasiru amiri'l mu'minin

. as Su Itdnu'l a'zam Ikhtiyaru'd dunya wa'd din abii'l muzaffar Ghazi Shah as Sultan bin as Sultdn
vaminu'l khalifat nésiru amiri’l ma'minin.

llyas Shahis

Sultan Shamsuddin Ilvas Shah 744-758/1343-1357

. as Sultanu’'l ghdzi / as Sultanu'l 'ddil Shamsu'd dunyd wa'd din abii'l muzaffar llyas Shah as Sultin
stkandar us sami yaminu'l kh ifafat amin'l mu'minin/ nasiru amin'l mu'minin

Sultan Sikandar Shah 758-791(?)/1357-1389

. as Sultdnu'l mu'azzam Sikandar Shah ibn Ilyas Shiah as Sultin yaminu khalifat Allah nasiru
amiri'l muminin

B al mugihid fi sabil ar-Rahmén Shah Sikandar ibn Ilyds Shah as Sultin yaminu khalifat Allah
nasiru amin'l mu'minin.

. abii'l Mujalid Sikandar Shah as Sultan ibnu's Sultin an nasiru i dinillah al gahiru ada' Allah.

. al Imam al a'zam abu'l mujahid Sikandar Shah as Sultan yaminu khalifat Allah nasiru amiri'l
mu'minin

. al wagiq ba tavyvid ar Rahman abi'l mujahid Sikandar Shah ibn llyas Shah as Sultan yaminu
khalifat Allah nasiru amin'l mu'minin ghausu'l Islam wa'l muslimin.

- Sikandar Shah ibn Ilvas Shah as Sultdn yaminu khalifat Allah nasiru amiri'l mu'minin
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abii'l mujahid Sikandar Shah ibn llyas shah as Sultin yammu khalifat Allah nasiru amuri'l
mu'mimin ghaugu'l Isiam wa'l mushmin.

Sultan Ghivasuddin A'zam Shah 7927-813/1390-1410

Sultan Ghivasu'd dunyad wa'd din abii'l muzaffar A'zam Shah as Sultan

al muwayyid batdyyi'd ar Rahman Ghiyasu'd dunya wa'd din ab@i'l muzaffar A'zam Shah as Sultdn
nasiru’l Islam wa'l mushimin yaminu amiri'l mu'minin.

as Sultdnu'l a'zam al muwayyid batayyid al Malik ar Rahman Ghiyasu'd dunyd wa'd din abii'l
muzaffar A'’zam Shah as Sultan nasiru amin'l mu'minin Ghausu'l Islam wa'l muslimin

al muwayyid batdyyid al Malik al Mannan Ghiyasu'd dunya wa'd din abi'l muzaffar A'zam Shah
ibn Sikandar Shih as Sultdn nasiru amiri'l muminin ghausu'l Isldm wa'l muslimin.

as Sultanu'l a'zam al muwayyid batayyidil Malik ar Rahman Ghiyasu'd dunya wa'd din abii'l
muzaffar A'zam Shah ibn Sikandar shah ibn lyas Shih as Sultin nasiru amin'l mu'minin ghausu'l
Islam wa'l mushimin

Ghivasu'd dunya wa'd din abii'l muzaffar A'zam Shih ibn Sikandar Shah ibn llyas Shih as Sultan
vaminu kbalifat Allah nasiru amiri’l mu'minin ghausu'l Islam wa'l muslimin.

Ghnvasu'd dunyd wa'd din abu'l muzaffar A'zam Shah bin Sikandar Shih ibn Ilyas Shih as Sultin
al Imdm vaminu'l khalifat nasiru amin'l mu'minin

al muwayyid ba @yyid ar Rahman Ghiyasu'd dunya wa'd din abi'l muzaffar A'zam Shah ibn
Sikandar Shah ibn Ilyas Shah as Sultin yaminu khalifat Allah nasiru amiri'l mu'minin ghausu'l
Isldm wa'l muslimin.

Sultan Saifuddin Hamzah Shah 813-815/1410-1412

Savfu'd dunya wa'd din abii'l mujahid Hamzah Shah bin A'zam Shih bin Sikandar Shah bin llvas

=i . > . . P ’ .
Shah as Sultdn nisiru amuni’l mu'minin ghausu'l Islam wa'l mushmin,

al munayyid bativvid ar Rahmian Sayfu'd dunya wa'd din abu'l mujahid Hamzah Shih ibn A'zam
Shah as Sultan ndsiru’l Islam wa'l muslimin

al Im@m al a'zam al bazil Sayfu'd dunya wa'd din ab'l mujahid Hamzah Shah as Sultin vaminu
khalifat Allah nasiru amirt'l mu'minin Sultdn us Salatn iskandar us sani.

Saifud dunyd wa'd din al mujahid fi sabil ar Rahman khalifatu'l ‘ahd wa'z zaman Hamzah Shih as
Sultan vaminu'l khilafat ndsiru amiri'l mu'minin Sultan as Salatin iskandaru's sani.

Bayazid Shahis

Sultan Shihabuddin Bavazid Shah 815-817/1412-1414

al muwayyid ba tyyid ar Rahman Shihibu'd dunyi wa'd din abii'l muzaffar Bayazid Shah as
Sultin ndsiru amin'l mu'minin ghausu'l 1slam wa'l muslimin

as Sultinu'l a'zam al muwayyid ba ayyidi'l malik ar Rahman Shihbu'd dunya wa'd din abi'l
muzaffar Bavazid Shith as Sultan.
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Shihabu'd dumva wa'd din abii'l muzaffar Bayazid Shih as Sultan nasiru amiri'l mu'minin Ghausul
Islam wa'l muslimin

Shihabu'd dunya wa'd din abii'l mujahid Bayazid Shah as Sultan nasiru amini'l mu'minin

Sultan 'Alauddin Firuz bin Bavazid Shah 817/1414

‘Aldu'd dumyd wa'd din abii'l muzaffar Firiz Shih bin Bayazid Shah as Sultan.

Itan Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah 818-819/1415-1416 & $21-836/1418-1432

Jalatu'd dumya wa'd din abii’l muzaffar Mubhammad Shih as Sultdn nasiru'l Islam wa'l muslimin

as Sul@nu'l ‘Tdil Jaldlu'd dunya wa'd din abii'l muzaffar Muhammad Shih as Sultin nasiru amir'|
mu'minin ghausu'l Islim wa'l muslimin

Same as above but ahil muyahid in stead of 'abu'l muzaffar'.

al muydhid fi sabil ar Rahman Jalalu'd dunya wa'd din ab@'l muzaffar Muhammad Shah as Sultan
nasiru amir’l mu'minin ghausu'l Islam wa'l muslimin

Jalalu'd dunya wa'd din abii'l muzaffar Muhammad Shah as Sultdn.

al muwayyid ba tavyid ar Rahman Jalilu'd dunay wa'd din abii'l muzaffar Muhammad Shah as
Sultan

Same as above but at the end with whdi'l Jabbar
Same as above but at the end instead of abdul Jabbar:lshalffal Allah nasiru'l Islam wa'l muslimin’
Same as above but at the end khalifat Allah fi'l ardin nasiru'l Islim wa'l muslimin’

Jaldlu'd dunya wa'd din abi'l muzaffar Muhammad Shah as Sultan nar Kishar/Kisan abtar.

Sultan Shamsuddin Ahmad Shah 836-837/1432-1433

Shamsu'd dunyi wa'd din Ahmad Shah bin Muhammad Shah as Sult@n nasiru amiril mu'minin
Ghausu'l Isldm wa'l muslimin

as Sultanu’l a’zam Shamsu'd dunya wa'd din al mujahid Ahmad Shah ibn Muhammad Shah as
Sultdn

al muwayvyid batdyvyvid ad Dayan Shamsu'd dunyd wa'd din abd'l muzaffar Ahmad Shih ibn
Muhammad Shah as Sultan nasiru amin'l mu'minin ghausu'l Islam wa'l mushimin,

as Sultanu'l a'zam Shamsu'd dunyd wa'd din al mujahid Ahmad Shah ibn Muhammad Shah as
Sultdn nasiru amin'l mu'minin ghausu'l Islam wa'l mushimin

Sultan Ghivasuddin Nusrat Shah 837/1433

Ghiyasw'd dunyd wa'd din abi'l mujahid Nugrat Shah Sultdn Billahi'l musta'in wa'l musta'an.
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Mahmud Shahis

Sultan Nasyruddin Mahmud Shah 837-863/1433-1459

*

as Sultin al Gdil Nagin'd dunya wa'd din abii'l mudhid Mahmad Shah as Sultan al muwayyid
batdyyid ar Rahmiin khahfat Allah br'l hujjat wa'l burhan

Nasiru'd dumya wa'd din ab'l mujahid Mahmad Shah Sultan al muwayyid batdyyid ar Rahmén
khalifat Allah bi'l hugpat wa'l burhan,

Nagiru'd dumd wad din abii'l mudhid Mahmiid Shah [or Shah Sultan] nasiru'l Islim wa'l
muslimimn.

Same as above but abit'l muzaffar nstead of 'aba'l mujahid'

as Sultan al idil Nasiru'd duny wa'd din abi'l mujahid Mahmiid Shéh as Sultan.

Same as above but with the addition of Ghausu'l Islam wa'l muslimin,

Same as abos ¢ but abt'l muydhid

Same as above but in addinon of khallada Alldhu mulkahu wa sultanahu at the end.

Nasiru'd dum @ wa'd din abu'l muzaffar Mahmiid Shih Sultdn nai'b gahusu'l Islim wa'l muslimin.
Nasir Shah Sultin nai'b ghausul Isldm wa'l muslimin

Nisir Shith Sultdn al muwayyid ba tayyid ar Rahmin khalifat Allah bi'l hugjat wa'l burhan

as Sultan Nasiru'd dunyd wa'd din ab'l muyiihid Mahmid Shih

Nagiru'd dunya wa'd din abii'l Muzaffar Mahmiid Shah Sultan ghausu'l Isldm wa'l muslimin

Sultan Ruknuddin Barbak Shah 864-878/1459-1474

as Sultin bou's Sultdn Ruknu'd dunya wa'd din abt'l mujahid Barbak Shah Sultan 1bn Mahmad
Shah as Sultan

Ruknu'd dunyd wa'd din abii'l muzaffar Barbak Shah as Sultan ibn Mahmad Shah as Sultan.
al "alim al a'dal al a'zam al mu'azzam Barbak Shah Sultan ibn Mahmdad Shah Sultdn,

Darb as Sultdn al a'dal al a'zam Barbak Shah Sultdn ibn Mahmad Shah Sultdn khallada Allahu
mulkahu wa sultinahu

Ruknu'd dunya wa'd din ab@'l muyahid Barbak Shah Sultin ibn Mahmud Shah as Sultan - as
Sultiin ibnu's Sultin

Ruknu'd dumyd wa'd din abu'l muahid Barbak Shah Sultan ibn Mahmiid Shah as Sultin ghausul
Isldm wa'l mushmin

Ruknu'd dumd wa'd din abi'l mujahid Barbak Shah Sultin ibn Mahmad Shih as Sultin al
muwayvid ba tivyid ar Rahman khalifat Allah bi'l hujjat wa'l burhén

Same as abos ¢ but whii! muzaffar nstead of ‘abu'l Mujahid',
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Same as above but i addition of nayiru'l Islam wa'l muslimin at the end.

Sultan Shamsuddin Yusuf Shah 880-885/1460-1440

Shamsu'd dumyd wa'd din abi'l mujahid Yiisuf Shah as Sultan ibn Barbak Shah Sultin ibn
Mahmiid Shih as Sultdn

Same as above but bl muzaffar instead of 'Mujahid'.

Same as above but with the addition of 'al muwayyid batdyyid ar Rahman khalifat Allah bi'l hujjat
wa'l burhan’

Sultan Nuru'd_din Sikandar 11 Shah 885/1480

as Sultdn bin as Sultan Nuri'd dunyd wa'd din abii'l mujahid Sikandar Shih Sultan ibn Mahmid
Shah Sultan

Sultan Jalaluddin Fath Shah 886-893/1481-1487

. Jalalu'd duma wa'd din abit'l muzaffar Fath Shah Sultan ibn Mahmiid Shah as Sultan ka junayd
Shahi

. as Sultan ibn as Sultdn Jalalu'd dunya wa'd din abu'l muzaffar Fath Shah as Sultan ibn Mahmud
Shah as Sultin suwayad Shahi

- as Sultan al munawwar bi nin'l mustafwi 11hi al mukhdtab Sultin az zahidin il yagzat ba
mushahidah ash Shaikhul mujawar li gadam ar Rasal Jalalu'd dunya wa'd din abd'l muzaffar Fath
Shah as Sultan ibn Mahmud Shah as Sultan.

. as Sultan bin as Sultan Jaldlu'd dunya wa'd din abu’l mujahid Fath Shah as Sultin ibn Mahmiid
Shah as Sultan

. Same as above but abii’l muzaffar instead of 'mujahid’.

B Same as above but in addition of Kiichmard Shahi at the end.

. Jaldlu'd dunya wa'd din abir'l muzaffar wa muridu'n Nabi wa nagiru ashabihi Fath Shah as Sultin
tbn Mahmiid Shah as Sultan

. as Sultan ush shahir ba murid |an Nabi] wa khamisu aghabihi ... al Khalifat Allah [lianat Allah]
wa li buwavil khilafat . wa akhdar li Misr al munawwar wa'l Gaffir Jalalu'd dunya wa'd din abu'l
muzaffar Fath Shah as Sultdn ibn Mahmiid Shih as Sultin.

Abyssinians

Sultan Ghivasuddin Barbak Shah 893/1487

Ghivasu'd dunya wa'd din abi'l muzaffar Barbak Shah as Sultdn .

Sultan Saifuddin Firuz Shah 893-896/1487-1490

Saifu'd dunya wa'd din abii'l muzaffar Finiz Shih as Sultdn .
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Sultan Qutbuddin Mahmud Shah 896/1490

Qutbu'd dunya wa'd din abii'l mujahid Mahmiid Shih as Sultan ibn Finiz Shah as Sultan,

Sultan Shamsuddin Muzaffar Shah 896-898/1490-1493

Shamsu'd dunya wa'd din abii'n nasr Muzaffar Shah as Sultan
Shamsud dunya wad din abul muzaffar Muzaffar Shah as Sultan.

Fathul mulk al ‘adil al mujahid Sa'du'd din ndsiru amiri'l mu'minin abi'n nasr Muzaffar Shah as
Sultan

Itan Alau Husayn Shah 899-925/1494-1519

as Sultan al ‘adil al bazil walade Sayyidu'l Mursalin 'Aldu'd dunyd wa'd din abii'l muzaffar Husavn
Shah as Sultan.

‘Alau'd dunyd wa'd din abir'l mujahid Husayn Shah as Sultan.
‘Aldu'd dunya wa'd din abii'l muzaffar Husayn Shah Sultan ibn Sayyid Ashraf.

as Sul@nu’l '3dil ‘Aldu'd dunya wa'd din abii'l muzaffar Husayn Shih Sultan bin Sayvid Ashraf al
Husasni’

'Aldu'd dunyd wa'd din abit'l muzaffar Husayn Shah as Sultdn.

as Sultan al Fauh Ii Kamrd wa Kamtah wa Jajnagar wa Orissa 'Alaud dunya wa'd din abiil
muzaffar Husayn /Husayn Shah as Sultidn bin Sayyid Ashraf al Husayni.

as Sultan al mutawakkil 'ala Allah al Fauh il Kamra wa'l Kamtah ba 'indyat Allih Sayvid 'Aldud
dunyi wa'd din abu'l muzaffar Husayn Shah as Sultan.

as Sultanu'l fauh h Kamrii wa'l Kdmtah wa Jajnagar al 'indyat Allih 'Aldu'd dunya wa'd din abi'l
muzaffar Husayn Shiah bin Sayyid Ashraf al Husayni.

as Sul@n 'Aliu'd dunyd wa'd din abi'l muzaffar Husayn Shih Sultan bin Sayyid Ashraf al
Husavni

Sultan Nasiruddin Nusrat Shah 925-938/1519-1532

as Sultdn ibnu's Sultin Nasiru'd dunya wa'd din abiil muzaffar Nugrat $hih bin Husayn Shah as
Sultdan al Husayni

as Sultan bin as Sultan Nasiru'd dunya wa'd din abi'l muzaffar Nusrat Shah Sultdn ibn Husayn
Shéh Sultdn Sayvid Husaym.

ltan Alauddin Firuz bin Nusrat 938-939/1532-15

as Sultdn bin as Sultan bin as Sultan 'Alau'd dunyd wa'd din abi'l muzaffar Firiz Shah as Sultin
bin Nusrat Shah as Sultan bin Husayn Shah as Sultan Husayni.
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Sultan Ghivasuddin Mahmud Shah 939-945/1533-1538

. as Sultdn ibnu's Sultin Ghiyasu'd dunyd wa'd din abi'l muzaffar Mahmild Shah as Sultin ibn
Husayn Stah as Sultin. Badar Shah

. Same as above but omitung "Badar shal”

. al ‘abd Ghiydsu'd din Mahmud Shah al Badar Shahi
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10.7 gram

Silver
.0.925"
168 grains

Round
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JNSI XLIL, P11 Pl
(1979) PP.98-102 if.
Coinage P.18 coin

No 50¢ if PMC.

coin No 34.

Thomas, chronicles

P.46.

ICB I, (JASB
1873) P. 364
Corpus P.12.

A second coin is
known in
J.P.Goenka
collection.
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627 30-31 mm
10.5 gram
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&
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28 mm
10.91 gram

Silver

30 mm
10.83 gram
Silver

29 mm
11.00 gram

Silver
29 mm
10.84 gram

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Ruknuddin Kaikaus 689-699/1290-1299

Round
Fractional

Round
ITanka

Round
1Tanka

Round
| Tanka

Round
1 Tanka

In circle

oSS

In double square within
a circle
abe¥) Ul
Akl gl )y il oS
Oald) (s
Salldl o oLl o

Same as No72

Same as No.72.

Same as No.72

In circle

Cldall

In double square within
a circle
ala¥)
.)!"‘ r.:n:u...‘.“
Ot gl
Margin:
Tl A O FaeSl s sumsy
Ul g (il y and Ao oy

Same as No. 72, but
Fatah above slL¥! of

Same as No. 72, but

date
Q.ILA.lu'- o 9 (.h?““’- Ay

Same as No. 72, but
Margin:
;_')-hs...i i adll 128 u_).a
paady e 5 4is]
Ll

VRM,No.5199,
Muslim Amole
Banglar Tankshal
Nagari,p.77a,pl.no.1.

Sylhet, BNM
Acc. No. 83A11% ¢

BNM
83.894

BNM
83.929

BNM
83.882

min
kharaj 1
Bang.

Plate

min
kharaj i
Bang
min
kharaj i
Bang
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76

77

78

79

Bl

Bl

Al

Bl

Hadrat
Lakhnauti

NA
NA
67?7

NM
ND

Hadrat
Lakhnaut
700

Silver
28 mm
10.87 gram

Silver
28 mm
11 grams

Silver
0.95"
170 grains

Silver

10.75 gram

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Round Same as No.72.

1 Tanka

Same as No. 72, but
date
iy Gpmdy pud Ao

Shamsuddin Daulat Shah 6--/12--

Round In a square
| Tanka aae! Ul
Gl y L peal
ol \Ll],.‘l _)iji..ll J.Jl

Ol

In double square within
a circle
ALyl

e gall

Margin:
QL'u L. Aiadll o2a o

Shamsuddin Firuz 700-722/1301-1322

Round In double square
| Tanka aley! Sl
Gl y Liall
sli Gy jaldl
Sidalld)

Round In double square
1Tanka abeyl SUald)
Ol g Ll e
oLl 54,4 _)ILAI' o
SUaLy

In double square within
circle

Al

_3...\ r_a.l:l_Ah

(e gl

In double square within
a circle

K

)94! ‘p.ﬂ.'l..-n.h

Osia gall

Margin:
Aadll a2a e

BNM
83.884

JNSI, XL, 1979
pp. 130-31, only one
coin known

IMC, 11, p.147
coin No. 9

Stan Goron
ND. IX (1985)
Parts I+11

pp. 101-102

Plate

Uncirtar
73
attributi
on.

Hadrat
Lakhnau
tl

Plate
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80

81

82

83

84

Bl

Bl

Bl

Bl

Bl

Khitta
Lakhnauti
716

Hadrat
Sunargaon
705/715 7

Hadrat
Banga
[70]5

Khitta
Firuzabad

Khittah
Lakhnauti
ND

Silver
28 mm
10.8grams

Silver
1.06"
168.9 grain

Silver
1.05"
168.5 grain

Silver
28mm
10.7grams

Silver
27 mm
10.8grams

Round
Tanka

Round
1Tanka

Round
1Tanka

Round
1Tanka

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Same as No. 79

Same as No. 79, As
above

Same as No. 79,

Same as No. 79

Same as No. 79, but
Margin:
el V30 3 poia
e i B 5 gigS] ddaas

Ulaman

Same as No. 79, but

Margin:

eas Ay ’J'!.SJLlu O peany
Glanssy onylef yie

Same as No. 79, but
Margin:

Same as No. 79, but
Margin:
iy Ll 138 o juin

(34) Sad

Shihabuddin Bughdah Shah 717-718/1317-1318

Round
1Tanka

In double square within

a circle

alae¥) el
Gl Ll el
.Lﬁ‘l 0-‘&-'1 JM‘ ,..l‘
SHald) o el

In double square within
a circle
ALY
yhal r.a:....n
(ytlha gall
Margin:
o5 9%S] alady Al 13a

BNM., Acc.no.70.513
Also-715 (70.522)
712 (70.743)

Purinda Dhaka
1/12 Suppl. Shillong

Catalogue
pp. 100-101

Rupaibari, Nawgaon
Assam, 1/13, Suppl.
Shillong Catalogue,

(pl. I, No.1)
pp. 102-103

BNM

Acc. No., 72. 152

BNM

Acc. No. 70. 750

70. 748
70. 749

Corpus- Dated- 718

p.31-32

Khitta
Lakhnau

ti
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97

98

99

100

101

Bl(a)

Bl(b)

Bl(c)

B2

Hadrat
Jalal
Sonargaon
137

738

Hadrat
Jalal
Sonargaon
744

Hadrat
Jalal
Sonargaon
744

Silver 25
mm 10.86

gram

Silver
25 mm
10.70

grams

Silver
25 mm
10.73

grams

Silver
26 mm
10.85

grams

Silver
26 mm
12.90

grams

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Round 1
Tanka

Round

| Tanka

Round
1 Tanka

Round
1 Tanka

In a square within a
circle with an annulet at
the centre of each side,
legend same as No.94

In a square within a
circle with an annulet at
the centre of each side.
Same as No.94

Same as No0.94, but

SJa.b:squtg.lH 'f.\hu_)-,'a
5 S R S M Dl
Alaniny 00

In a circle
Same as No.94

In a circle same as No.
94

In a square within a
circle with annulets at
the centre of each side.
Legend same as No.94,
but margin illegible.

In a circle. Same as
No0.94, but date 737
AH.

81.413 (758)
unpublished not found
earlier

In a circle
Same as No.94 but
margin.
5 _peany 4Sl 534 L juia
) A g8 e Pla
Ulansay (uas )

In a circle
el el
Lytia sal
Margin :

i_}.;l.a.._:M |:\lg_,...a
lanss g Gama )y

BNM, 98. 1799
Suppl. Shillong
Coin No.2/39
(pp.118-19) PL.1
No.3

BNM Acc.no.
78.1839 (737)

BNM Acc.no.
75.698

BNM
75.429

Plate

Plate

Plate

Plate
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107

108

109

110

Bl

B2

Al

Firuzabad
743

Firuzabad
744

Firuzabad
742

Firuzabad
747/749 ?

1.05 inch
168 grains

Silver
1.1 inch
156 grains

Gold
28 mm
21.8 gram

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Margin:
adll 138 (3 pem
R 3L g8 Al 2K
Ulanp y (g ) 0
Same as No.106 but
Alansy Cumy )y &b L

Same as No.106

Same as No. 106 Same as No. 106 but

the date
O )y o)l
[n double square In double square a
ale¥) Gl circle
codll 5 Laall e pla¥!
oAbl gt Sl ekl el ‘,_..:..-.:._..Jl
ol sl (i gl
Margin:

Aiw 3l 3yp8 B AS o

Ilyas Shah 744-758/1343-1357

Round In square within a circle  In square within double
Double (2) @ Jlall Gl circle, a pellet
Tanka ool g Waall wa®  on the left segment.
ol ikl 4 S s
u\.hl—n” sl sl et
Ot gall
Margin:
D U g8 A8 120
Ulanin g (s ) pone

IMC, P.150 No.22
BMC, P.14. No.15

Mr. Mozammel Haq
Dhaka. Unpublished

Plate

Suppl. IMC,II, P.43,
No. 21(PL)

B HM fce. Ko
931399 el

Not known

(found in
Bangladesh)
Goenka Collection,
India. Unpublished

Plate
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138

139

140

Bj5 Hadrat
Firuzabad
770

B5 (a) Iglim
Muazzama

bad

B5(b) Iglim
Muazzama

bad
?

Silver
28 mm

Silver
30mm

Silver
27mm

Round
| Tanka

Round
I Tanka

Round
| Tanka

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

In a circle
Y
3 phe¥l
S salalll
wbn d.ﬂ eL:-
‘;,Ual...ﬂ ol

Same as No. 138 but
instead of
vl )

Same as No. 138, but
arrangement differs
ke ¥ JLy
ol U‘LJ'“ Ol olS
Slalldl

Margin:date
¢ $ilS Jliw Pla & jean
Ulanins g (phead g

In a circle
el i I
i e gal
4500l
Margin

O Ao 2L g 58
Aaninsy

Same as No. 138, but in
5 lines, last two lines
p EW
&
Margin:
‘,._;151 aSl 5ha e
L 2l Ladans

Same as No. 138 but
last line only
omitting

A Lelans o8

SCA 757 (pl.45)
Corpus-Type-D

BNM
Acc.no.87.7378
Corpus ,Type D

SCA No.758 PL45
Corpus-D

Also dt
772&774
in BNM,
Acc.no.
66.109.66
124

Date
illegible
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153

154

155

156

157

B13

Al

A3

Bl

ND.NM

NM
ND

NM
ND

NM

Satgaon
793

Silver
2.7 gram
15 mm

Gold
25 mm
10.56grams

Gold
23 mm

10.56grams

Gold
23 mm
10.9 gram

Silver

Round

Quarter
Tanka

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

In a circle
Laall
-

In a circle

Ghivasuddin Azam Shah 792-813/1390-1410

Round
1 Tanka

Round
1 Tanka

Round
1 Tanka

Round
1 Tanka

In a quarterfoil
Ll e
bl gl Gy
slialac]
Ol

In plain surface
el 3l g gal
oy el Se
L plie) i)l g
oL S o
ol Ll
otalld

In a lettered surface
Same as No, 154, but
ol

In a square
a4l 3 el
Codlly Laal) Sle

In a circle

In plain area
PR THES " S el
O gall el juals
ALY & ge
alicddl
aSle & als

In a lettered surface
Same as No.155,but
PLty QRIS

In an octagonal star
_}uﬂ.’a

3 &Y

SCA, No. 769

Comilla, Hammerd

Bangladesh reverse

BNM, Acc, legend

No.86,2257 effaced
Plate

Kawale Collection

ONS, 147

P.13

Rajgor (Type-237)

p.22, wt. 10.7grams

J.P. Goenka

Collection, India.

IMC, Type-D Bhattasali

Coin No. 74, raised

66.188 question
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186

187

188

Bl(a)

B2

B3

817

Firuzabad
816

816

Silver
30 mm
10.6grams

Silver
31 mm
10.5grams

Silver

Round
| Tanka

Round
1 Tanka

Round
| Tanka

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

In a circle legend as no.
185, but in four lines

In multifoil
DT
Oaa Gy
3l Gl
Sk il e
oL 3yl
el
In a hexagon
—
Gl y L
35k ik
el oLz
Margin outside the
hexagon starting from
top right.

Y oake VLY Ul LY
dld) o il 8 usd
Q“‘)ﬂ o

In a square within BNM 70.865
circle

Same as no. 185, but

margin: Top (leZ

Lefi: — g

Bottom: e
Right: Llaild

BNM
Tangail hoard

In an inverted scallop
of cight arcs within
circle
Opiagall el jeals
PO B | RIPT
Caeledd
Margin: in eight curves
() == (Y) 5 0 (0)
e (2) Saod (€) e
(A)ofe(V) e 24 (3)

AV

BNM
90.2287

Tangail Loard
48k, Al

In a circle same as
No.185 but omitting
the end line.

Margin:
coe o A8 230 o]
MY G
Plate

Plate

This type
and
design
alsofound
from
'Arsah
Satgaon
&
Satgaon
with
different
design
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189

190

191

192

B4

B5

B6

Bl

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Firuzabad Silver Round In a multifoil In an inverted scallop
817 32,31 I Tanka e of eight arcs within a
10.7grams ol y W circle, Legend and
L Akl 4 Ot gall el el
Gl oL AV &g
Margin same as No.187
but date is 817.
J el Y S )
e 10 588 e
AVY LA e Y sl
Firuzabad - Round In multifoil, legend In a circle, same as
815 | Tanka Same as No. 185 No.185 but in last line
Otasall jul peals
pAYl Do g2
el
dated 815.
NM Silver Round In a plain area In a circle
ND 26 mm  Half Tanka e pal el
4.94 grams cull y Ll Ctia gal)
e sl s
Q&Lﬁ“ sl
'Ala uddin Firuz bin Bayazid Shah 817/1414
- Silver Round In a circle with vertical  In an eight inverted
29 mm 1 Tanka lines outside scallop of eight arcs

(In a rayed circle)

3l Se

(e gall el yeals

TR RO

BNM
89.508 Plate
89.510

Suppl. IMC 11, P.57,
Coin No.127.

SCA, P47
No. 790.

BNM
90.2339
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Firuzabad
817

$1(7]

Pandu
nagar
1339
(Saka)

Silver
32 mm
10.65 mm
Silver
29 mm

Silver
1.20"
163.5

grains

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Al g
Grels 8
ol .y_;ul..l
Gkl

Round Same as No.192.

| Tanka arrangement as above
but lettering are different

Round In circle

| Tanka Same as No.192

Danujmar dana Dev 819 - 820/ 1416

Round In a rayed circle
1 Tanka A%

Jerw

HATA]

Oalacdll

Margin: In the
segments illegible or
cut off

Same as No.192

In a square BNM,
Same as No.192 but Acc.no.90.2342
with
at the end.
4SLs ala
Margin:
Top segment:J s (f)
Bottom " : e Plate
Right " : ol
1417 (1339 1340 Saka)
In a square within a Coins and

circle Chronology, p.118,
F ot coin no.1,pl.8.
539 4 BN M. A “ND
e 90725 11 (P lme).
Margin: Top segment
T
Right segment - o9
g
Left se AATS

SCA.no,791,P1.47.

Plate

Mpost part
ofthe
oBv,
legend
off the
flan.
There is
the
month--—
Shawal
Junite
digit
illegible.

Plate
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200

201

202

203

Bl

Al

A2

Pandu
Nagar
1340 Saka

Chatigram
1340
(Saka)

Firuzabad
821

NM
ND

Sivler
1.17 inch
166 grains

Silver
NA

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Mahendra 820/1417 (1340 Saka)

Round
1 Tanka

Round
| Tanka

In a scalloped circle
within a circle, a dot in
each angle between two
scallops

; Fn

qEy

A

In square within circle,
double half circles on
four segments within
circle legend same as
no. 200

In a square within a
circle, a at on four
sides inside the circle
&t 58t

BaT o

et

Margin: Top segment
g7, Right =TS,
Bottom =1

Left [1]340

In double square within
circle legend same as
no. 200 but margin:
Top &=

Right >e80

Bottom sifba

Left w1

Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah 818-819 & 821-836/1415-1433

Gold
24 mm
NA

Crold
| inch
(26 mm)

Round
1 Tanka

Round
| Tanka

In multifoil/Scalloped
circle
[ EN
oy a9
Al
all raas

Sldald)

In plain surface in
Tughra character

oy L e

In a square within a
circle
ALY jals
. n-’
4SLe als

Margin: Tops3a < =
Left: illegible
Bottom: sl j4,4
Right:AY)

In plain area in Tughra
character
ALY yuals Al Adgla

Ketun, Dhaka
Coins and
Chronology P. 122

Numismatic Suppl.
XXVI; 1930
(JPASB)PL | &2
Coin no. 9

Not known J.P.

Goenka collection Plate
Calcutta, India

unpublished

Not known British In BMC
Museum BMC. the
P.34 Coin no. 81 PL. legend is
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212

213

214

215

B2

B3

B3

B3 (a)

Firuzabad Silver
81-2 32 mm
10.59 gram
Al Silver
Firuzabad 30 mm
818 10.5gram
Jannatabad Silver
819 32 mm
10.6grams
illegible Silver
819 28 mm
10.06 gram

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Round
I Tanka

Round
1 Tanka

Round
1 Tanka

Round
1 Tanka

In a circle legend as
Type Bl but salad

at the beginning of line
four instead of _aladl

In a scalloped circle
S
Cuall y Lol
Ak
oLl 2ans

L-Jl LI Aﬂ
Same as No.213

In circle, Same as No.
213

In a square within
another square, levend
Same as No.209 but
arrangement differs
e gall el
Pl Dot
el
Margin: in the four
corner triangular
segments
Top left, 3Lt 55 8
Lower left ol
Lower right 2=
Top right  Llals
In quarterfoil
Yl jals
el 5
aSle Al
Margin: from top right
anti clock wise
[ A8 fo2a s pua
AVA L [5G4

Same as No.213 but the
mint is

A4 oL A
In circle

Same as No. 213
Margin: illegible but
date ....

BNM.
Acc.no.90.2353
Tangail hoard.

Plate

BNM,Acc. no.
89.519

Also dated 819,
mint is same, BNM
(Acc.no.89.520)

BNM, No. 89.521
Plate

BNM
90.2354
Tangail hoard
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225

226

227

228

229

B8

B9

B10

B10

B10

NM Silver
834 NA
NM Silver
834 NA
'Arsah Silver
Chatgaon
831

Dakhil  Silver
Banjalivah  10.6 gram

832

Muazzama Silver
bad 10.5grams
l?

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Round
| Tanka

Eight
Petalled
| Tanka

Round
| Tanka

Round
| Tanka

Round
1 Tanka

Same as no. 223's
reverse in Tughra
character

Same as no. 225 in
Tughra character

In a circle/lettered
surface in Tughra
Character same as no.
225

Tughra character in a
circle
Same as no. 225

Tughra character
Same as no. 225

In s small circle in the
centre

Surrounded by a broad
circle of arabesque.
Date bellow

Same as no. 225 date
also the same i.e.

In a circle/lettered
surface in Tughra
character

AVl aals il digls

Oalasall
AT) yilSia 4o o 8

Tughra character in a
circle

Same as no. 227 but on
left flank Jals

right flank AT 4lsy

Tughra character same
as no. 227 but mint

llakins

date illegible

Biyani Bazar hoard,

Sylhet,Private
collection,Dr. Ishaq
Imam.Dhaka.

Private collection
Mr.Iftekhar

Alam,Dhaka.Unpub

lished.

BNM.Acc.no.
90.2376

BNM
90.2363

Plate

BNM
90.2379

Plate

Sametype
misread
by
Blochma
nn,cf.JAS
B,1874,p.
294
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230

231

232

233

Bll

B12

B 12 (a)

B13

'Arsha
Chatgaon
836

NM
ND

NM
ND

NM
ND

Silver
31 mm
10.08 gram

Silver

Silver
31 mm

11.61 gram

Silver
NA
NA

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Round
1 Tanka

Round
I Tanka

Round
1 Tanka

Hexagon
| Tanka

In circle
Same as no. 225

In a circle decorated
with triangular rays and
dot in each triangle.
Dla
Ol y Ll
Al )
old laas
Gl

Same as no, 231

In a hexagonal multifoil
Same as no. 231

In a circle in Tughra
Character
RO I PRI
L'»‘L.J, ,‘.L.\'! ).au
Margin:
AS. 0l o2a e
AT L gilSia dea 2 A
this circular legend
enclosed by another
circle

In a multifoil stylized
lion to right and a line
of Arabic legend above
lion

D e S

Same as no. 231 but the
lion to left and the
legend in two lines
above the lion
s
Jad
In a hexagon Same as

No0.231 and the legend
above the lion

BNM
90.2388

SCA, Pl. 48 coin
no. 795

J.P. Goenka

collection in India.

Rajgor P. 25
Type 282

Plate

Plate
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234

235

236

237

B14

BI5

Bl6

B17

NM
ND

Al

Firuzabad

824

NM

NM

Silver
21.44 gram

Silver
67 mm
105 grams

Silver
22 mm
5.41 grams

Silver
12 mm

1.24 grams

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Round Same as no. 231
2 Tanka
Round In a square within a
10 Tanka circle in Tughra
character Same
asNo.223
cull g Lol Dl
ol..’- T Jih.“ _,'3\
olall
Margin: Top e384 =
s
Left il i 3l
Bottom y a ) 4ie 2L 3
Right Llild 4 (p e
Round In a decorative circle
Half Tanka Sl
s Ll
s ol
il
Round In plain area
1/8 Tanka s
ikl
oLl las s

Same as no. 231

In a circle, a figure of a

lion facing right with

its left paw raised,

legend above the lion
BETUS S

In a decorative circle
a'u’. das s
Skl
4SLs als

In lettered surface
Salidl
il y 4SLe

Akhirpara Nawgaon
private collection |
in Bangladesh Dr.
Ishaq Imam, | in
India, 1 in Canada
rest two's location
unknown

At present in a
private collecton in
Bombay India,
(Published) JNSI,
xxxviii, 1976, PP.
88-95,

SCA, P1. 49
Coin no. 810

SCA
Pl 49
Coin No. 811
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245

246

247

248

249

Al

Var.(1)

Var.(2)

A2
Var.(3)

Iqlim
Muazzama
bad
837

Silver
10.74 gram
25 mm

Gold
10.72 gram
2] mm

Gold
10.8 gram
18 mm

10.97 gram

10.7 gram
21 mm

Round
| tanka

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

of Shamsuddin Ahmad
Shah, who succeed live
in 837, named Nasir
Khan

Same as No. 244, but
the name Nusrat
Partially off the flan

JATY )

Same as No. 244 but
greater part of the
margin has been effacd
the date 1s inscrifed as
retrogated the mint

seems to be
3L Ldaaa L0

Nasiruddin Mahmud 837-863/1434-1459

Round
1 tanka

Round
| tanka

Round
| tanka

In lettered surface

Jolall ol
Gl g Lol eals
2 saladl gl
(JLLL.B oL

In a decorative circle
Ol y Wl el
Jgena alal Fr
Sl oL

In a circle
el y Lol sl
JJAL-I- JAL'_LA.“ ,J
QU:L. olZ

In double circle. Same
as No. 248

In a circle
25 2 5l
Al AL s
Ol g Siaally
Margin: illegible
In lettered surface
Same as No. 246

No mint, no date
In a circle
200 3 gal
Al 4ds yea )
Sl g Capally
In a decorative circle.

Same as No. 248
NM. ND

Purchaged in Dhaka
It is said that the
coin came from the
northern part of
Bangladesh

Plate

ONS-148
P.20. No.13

Private collection in
India
J.P. Goenka

Plate

BNM acc No. Plate

82,171

Kawali collection
India. ONS-148
P.19, Coin No.7
Karim, Corpus
Type Q
383



250

251

252

253

254

255

A3
Var.(1)

A3
Var.(2)
A3

Var.(3)

A4

A5

A6

Gold
10.9 gram
24 mm

10.8 gram
19 mm

10.7 gram
22 mm

166 grains

.85 inch

10.7 gram
22 mm

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

In a decorative circle

Ll jeals
3 el
alalll
. oL < pasa
It seemed to be ina
rayed circle

In a rayed circle with
dots in each tringle,
same as No. 250

Same as No. 250
Crude form

In plain surface
Wl yeals
2 el
2 sana Jl.l:‘.“
‘JM ol

In lettered surface
el g Ll jeals
o T _,il‘..ll _,.'il
uu:Lu oLy

In a circle the figure of a
lion standing to right,
forepaw raised and the

In a decorative circle
Syl el
Oalecall
asle als
seemedtobeina
rayed circle.

In a circle (rayed?)
same as No.250
NM. ND.

Same as No. 250
Crude form

354l

Aals Gas
';;;._-..1,1 4
Cha

In a decorative
fordered circle
ALY yuals
Cpaluaall
asl, ala

In a circle of

decorative margin:
A 34l

Goenka Collection,

India

Kawali Collectioin,
India.

ONS 148-P.20,
No.l1 corpus
Type-H

Kawali Collection
ONS 148, P. 20.
No.l12

JASB, 1904

P.381. P.1X. No.3

1 coin in Goenka
Collection 10.8 gram
20 mm

ONS 148
P.19, No.10
Cprpus Type G

Inxoipage and
Bconamy of North
Bastern States of

Plate

Plate

384



256

257

258

259

Bl Firuzabad Silver
837 NA.NA
Bl(a) Arsah Silver
Chatganw 24 mm
839 NA.
Bl(b) Firuzabad Silver
848 27 mm
10.42 gram
B2 838 Silver
24 mm
NA.

Rond
| tanka

Round
| tanka

Round
1 tanka

Round
| tanka

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

circular marginal legend
same as No.254

In a circle
Yl y
lasa 4l
il J g
Margin around:
el B AS o3 G yen
(ATY ) YrA L oy

In a circle Kalima Same

as No.256 but margin

o () 1S 030 e
AT L. iS5

Same as No. 256, but

mint
AfA L .'lu JJ_»!
In a circle
Joladl llal )
sl g Loall pals
.‘l_’m 3‘*‘” J..ll
QuaL-]l ol

A o S
Gaaally B
iy

ALY XA

In multifoil
Jabadl UL
Cll y sl el
2 pAdes .ul;..]l ’J
Gl oLk

In a circle legend same
as No.256.

In a circle legend same
as No.256

In a circle
Dy
Lt
Osalesdl
Margin:

mostly cut off and
illegible.

India. Rajgor Type
361

No known Canada
Deyell Collection
Published
Sharifuddin Ahmed
(ed). Sylhet : History
and Heritage,
Bangaldesh Itihas
Samiti, 1999

P. 678. Coin No.F.

Plate

Ibid, P.680.
No.G&H (A)

Bagerhat
BNM, No.83.148

Biyani Bazar,
Sylhet. Dr. Ishaq
Imam Collection.
Dhaka. Published
Ibid, P.680,
No.G&H (A)
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265

266

267

268

269

270

B5(a)

B5(b)

B6

B7

7(a)

7(b)

NM. ND

Muhamma
dabad

? 856

Satkanw
856

Silver

Silver
24 mm
25 mm
26 mm

Silver
23 mm
10.62

Silver
22 mm
23 mm

Round
| tanka

Round
1 tanka

Round
| tanka

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Legend same as No. 264 Legend same as

in a circle margi_n
having a decoration of
double half circles with
a couple of dots in each

In a rayed circle having
a dot in each triangle
legend same as No.264

In a circle legend same
as No. 264 but_akdl 4l
instead of Abul Mujahid

In a decorative circle
legend same as No. 267

Under a fringed
umbrella having a stick
legend same as No.267

In a circle same as Type
B7

No0.264, butina

double circle the inner
one is made of eight
arcs Margin: illegible.

In a circle legend

secame as Type B5(a)

Margin: illegible

Probably Firuzabad
ALY LU 58

In a circle same as No.

264

In a decorative circle
EPCL TP
il Aads fea
Sl y Snally

In a multfoil legend
same as 268 but date

mint illegible

In a cirlce same Type

Bl

SCA
No. 831

SCA
831

BNM
Crude exicution

Bagerhat BNM

Bagerhat
BNM No. 83.183

No.? also with
illegible mints

Plate

387



271

272

273

274

275

276

B7(c)

B7

B7(e)

B8

B8(a)

B8(b)

Satknaw
858

Muhamma
dabad
8-7

Muazzama
bad
856

Muhamma
dabad
858

Suhur
Sitpur

Fathabad

Silver
2l mm
10.64
grams

Silver
23 mm
10.73

Silver
21 mm
10.56

grams

Silver
.9 inch
165 grains

Silver
.95 inch
162 grains

Silver
1.05 inch
157 grains

Round
| tanka

Round
| tanka

Round
1 tanka

Round
| tanka

Round
| tanka

Round
| tanka

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

In a decorative circle
legend as Type B7

In a circle having design
like speashead legend
same as No.267

In a half circle
within a circle
Ll sy
Abdl gl fpdlly
Sl oL2 5 yaas

In plain arca
Wl yeals
Al gl
"JLLL‘ oLS e

In double multifoil same
as No. 274

In multifoil legend same
as No. 274

In a decorative circle
legend same No. 268
AOA iSi

In a circle having
design like spear head
in full Tughra
character legend same
as No.268

In a circle

Same as No. 268 but
A0 allabe.

In a circle
LY &2
& 2 Cgaladd

AOA.IU.LL:LA

In a circle same as 274
Al &gt
A A8 Seaded

In multifoil legend
same as No. 274 but
Ao A %

Bagerhat, BNM
83.172

Bagerhat
83.156

Bagerhat
BNM No. 83.149

A.S.B.

IMC

P.164

Coin No. 116

ASB

IMC

P. 164

Coin No. 117

AS.B

™C

P. 165

Coin No.119

Plate

Plate
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294

295

296

297

298

BI13

Bl4

- 849

BI5

Bl6

Mint+date Silver
illegible 22 mm
10.56 gram
Darud Silver
Darb
849
Silver -
23 mm
10.69
grams
Khalifatab Silver
ad 26 mm
846
NM., ND Silver
22 mm
5.85 gram

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

In a cirlce
figure of a
lion to right
same as
No. 295

Round
Half tanka

In seven circlets legend
same as No. 292

In a circle figure of a
lion to left, right four
leg raised, tail bends
upwards, the circular
legend around hte circle
el g Liall pals oUall
a'L.: J_,..n.'l..a _)ﬂ':‘ll _,e|
Same as No. 295 date

mint illegible

In a circle, the first two
lines are in Tughra
Character
Sdalll
cplly Ll sl
3gana aladdl o
ol

Same as Type BS, i.e.

No.274
Laall ol

In a decorative circle
legend same as (Type
B7) No. 268
20 gl
Al Aids e
ol g sl
Date and mint illigible

In a decorative circle
23y 3 gal)
a0 ddda " - \').;)“
Ol ) g Ziaally

e J'l.i Agd

SCA
Pl. 49
Coin No. 822
In a circle
abl Als
a5 4SLe
Margin:
s (A) Sl s3a oy
TEA OL
In a circle
Al S
Osalecall g

Bagerhat

Bagerhat
BNM

87.6737

also dated

SCA
Pl. No. co
Coin No. 841

Plate

Plate
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322

323

324

325

326

B3(c)

B4

BS

B6

Bl

Shamsa
bad
884

NM
ND

NM
883

NM
ND

NM, ND

Silver
10.41 gram
26 mm

Silver
10.55 gram
27 mm

Silver
10.58 gram
26 mm

Silver
5.22 gram
20 mm

Silver
27 mm

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Round
| tanka

Round
| tanka

Round
| tanka

Round
Half tanka

In an ornate border the

Kalima but mint
AAY Ll

Kalima in a squire
divided by a horizontal
line creating four
segments contains
names of the 4 Khalifas
[3 jae/Ba Sy o)
i e [ohie o Ge
PRIV
4 d,-) dasa
In a lettered surface

---------

ULLLJI ol iy
Judl oLES U il
L33 e u.l‘
Sl
In lettered surface
Al g
ol i
LS b

In ornate border same
as No.319

Seems to be in a plain
area but the legend
divided by three
horizontal lines.
- I, w‘ >
Jgana yl
QLH....!! ol

In a lettered surface
455 Yy gall
PRI TENEEPEN )‘l
Sl g Zeall
AAT
No mint

In a lettered surface
250 3 yal
AWl aa )l

Nuruddin Sikandar Shah 885/1480

Round
| tanka

In a decoratvie circle the

Kalima in three lines
Y4y

Sz bl
Al J g
No mint

In a decorative circle
Sdaldl o el
Cadlly Liall 4
QLLL- sl _;.:iﬁ.. .319.4“
QU-L. ol S pana

BNM.Acc.no.

BNM.Acc.no,

72.366

SCA.coin no. 863

SCA.coin no.864 Probably
struck
from a
full tanka
die?

BNM, unpublished

Acc.No.82.139

398



327

328

329

330

Bl(a)

Al

A2

Khazanah
885

Darud
Darb
785

Fathabad
886

Khazanah
[8]87

Silver
25 mm
10.57 gram

Silver
10.4 gram
25 mm

Gold
22 mm
10.58 gram

Gold
.82 inch
160 grains

Round
| tanka

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

In circle the Kalima in

two lines, mint
FAR PV,

Pl d,..-_) e
AAE A A
and the third line

In plain area Kalima and

T Ao l....l_).al‘ _)Ll

In lettered surface
(plain area)
o ol
Ll g oLl
Oualu olE juS
.h‘,LhLi sl 3 gaas Oyl

In a plain area
o el
Ll e gl
aladl gl ol
B ULLL.- sLd _).'uSu
;__JLH.- ol dgana

Jalaluddin Fath Shah 886-893/1481-1486

Round
1 tanka

Round
] tanka

In an ornamented circle
having floral motif
placed alternately with a
domical motif
8> EN
Ol Ll
ik g
Ml ol 8

In an ornamented circle
having floral mouf.
Sl
bl oyl
Laall (Sl
s ol y
ik

Same as obverse design
3 gana pl

el ol

e

AAT aLlsod

Same as obverse design
0of No.330

AR

G glaldl
QLLLJI oLl 3 e
A L

AAY d..'a'l-)a

BNM, Unpublished
Acc.No.72.644

BNM.
Acc.N093.397
Also in SCA, P1.52
No.865

BNM.Acc.no77.729
Published in
Cultural Interaction
in South Asia, Table
I, P.167

IMC, P.169
Coin No. 152,P1,

Plate

Plate
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353

354

Sl
No.

355

356

357

B13

Bl4

Type

Bl(a)

Bl(b)

NM
889

Khazanah
890

Mint /
Date

3
Fathabad
893

Darud
Darb
893

Khazanah
893

Silver
21 mm
5.28 gram

Silver
16 mm
2.57 grams

Metal
Measure
Weight

4
Silver
30 mm
10.5gram

Silver
26 mm

10.6 gram

Silver
10.39 gram
30 mm

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Round

Half tanka

Round
Quarter
tanka

Shape &
Denomi.

5
Round
| tanka

Round
1 tanka

Round
1 tanka

In a circle

Al Yy

AAY

In a circle legend same
as No.342( Type BS)

Obverse, design &

Legend

6

In ornamented circle

A YAy

ﬁ‘d,u_).lm

AT oL Ladd

In a decorative border
Same as No. 355, but
mint AT o s

it may be

read as

u_).hn _JL!

accepting the ‘alif of ad
Dzarb missing

Same as No. 356, but
mint AT 41 a

In a circle

In a circle, legend same
as No.342 (Type BS)

Ghiyasuddin Barbak / ( Shazada Barbak) 893/1486

Reverse design &

Legend

-

In ormamented circle

s Lol Sle

Al gl
Sl o2 A

Sl @l als

In a decorated border
probably same as obv.
but the edged circle cut

of totally

Same as No. 355

Same as No. 356

SCA, No.881
P1.54

SCA, No.882
P1.54

Location Reference
Provenance

8
BNM.Acc.No.
81.969,unpublished.
Also in a private
collection in Dhaka,
Mr. Mozammel Haq
SCA,PI. 54 No. 884

Private collection in
Dhaka

Dr. Ishaq Islam
Also
SCA,no.883.P1.54

SCA
Pl. 54
Coin No. 885

Remark

s

Plate
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368

369

370

371

Al

Al

Bl

B2

Khazanah
896

Khazanah
898

Khazanah
896

NM
89?7

Gold
28mm
10.53grams

Gold
21 mm
10.7 grams

Silver
27 mm
10.6grams

Silver
26 mm
28 mm

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Shamsuddin Muzaffar Shah 896-898/1490-1493

Round
1 tanka

Round
| tanka

Round
1 tanka

Round
1 tanka

In a scalloped circle

Within double

A1 Y scalloped circle

Al d,.._}.hu..a
AR 4il ja

Margin: outside the
circle encircled by
another scalloped circle

e olde

Same as No. 368, but
mint and date

AQA 45l 58

Same as No. 368 (Gold
Type Al)

In a circle encircled by
another circle of dots
Yialy

Al Jgmy
A4

Gl ead
sraill gl Call
ALY ol ke
S &) als
-L'lLLLaJ

Same as No. 368

In double scalloped
circle
Same as No.368
sl ea
radll 5 Gl
olallll o3 ik,
A4Sl &) ala
Wl

In a circle
Lial) aal
Akl g ol
Sl ol ks
481 Al als
Adkl:

BNM Plate
HH.C

P. 23, No. 119,Pl.

There are three more

coins of the same

type, in

JASB, XLILp.312:B
MC,p.45(note);NS, X
V1,p.697-98.

ONS, No. 148
1999, P. 21

BNM,

ACC No. 73.1542
Variety exist, The
same type strucR also
from Fathabad, Praru
Nur,Barbakabad,all
dated896,BNM.

BNM

73.961 (oval shape)
rev, double struck
but

is clear.

Plate

408



372

SL
No.

373

374

B3

Type

Al

NM
(Kamta
Mardan)

Mint /
Date

Kazanah
899

Khazanah
899

Silver
32 mm
10.9 grams

Metal
Measure
Weight

4
Gold
25 mm
10.5 grams
IMC. 97
163.5

grains

Gold
20 mm
10.7 grams

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Round
| tanka

In a circle divided by
two horizontal lines, in

upper part

A Y Ay

Al J,-_) s
in lower part
Margin: begins with
8
4 2l Ul ol jilas
AdA

In a circle
ol LY i
Gl e salad J3UD
Cagall il jeals
s
ey Ll
eaill g

Alauddin Husain Shah 899-925/1494-1519

Shape &
Denomi.

5
Round
1 tanka

Round
| tanka

Obverse, design &
Legend

6
In ornamented double
eight-foil (ornamentar-
tions are of four petalled
floral mouif).
FARURN I
Al J,..J Y
ISLIRVEN

In ornamented circle but
the designs are almost
cut off.

Same as No, 373

Reverse design &
Legend

-
In a circle

AL

JAD Jolad

Colae ) 2pdly

el g il e

ol U N .’:ﬂ

Al 3l Sl

Sl 48l

Legend within a similar
circle as obv.

Wil y de

Oen 2alad) gl cuall

PR E B N

bl y 48,

BNM.Acc.no.73.401
-73.403

There are three coins
with three different

sizes. 32 mm, 29 mm

and 27 mm but the
legends are same

Location Reference
Provenance

8

IMCIIL, PI. 172
No. 167, PL. V

BN Mukharjee
The Indian Gold.
Indian Museum,
Calcatta, 1990,

P. 68, coin No. 126

ONS, 149
Summer 1996
P.11

Very
good
conditio
n

Plate

Remark

BMC
has a
coin of
same

p.44:no.
108,P1.
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387

388

389

BS

B6

B7

Husain
abad
92

Fathabad
89

Khazanah
899

grams

Silver

164 grains

Silver

Silver

Round
| tanka

Round
1 tanka

Round
| tanka

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

A% alilass

In a circle
FAR PR,

S e

In a circle
Sl
4l )y dlida
Ol g Laall g Se
ikl g4

In a circle
Sdald)
Liall y e Joladl
oAkl gl

sl als uw oLl
aillal y 4Sle

In a circle
Loall  Se
Silaal g cpally
okl olS s
e el
481, als
In a circle
ol e
S G ULl
il G0
Akl y 4Sle ) ala

AR allat

In a circle

ol
el Cpea

A8 @l A asle Al

Khazanah (d. 899),
BNM (88.4189) and
Chandrabad ( date
illegible) BNM
(88.4187)

Indian Museum,
Calcutta

IMC,

Pl. 176, No. 199

Dohar hoard,Dhaka
BNM. Acc. No.
88.4202. Also found
from Khazanah
Husainabad dated
919,925,
Muhammudabad
dated 917,919,920,
Darud Darb, dt. 912,
922, Khazanah dt.
919, 921, 925 and
without mint dt. 913
[ Dohar hoard]

Plate

BNM.Acc.no. 77.815
Also found form
Darud Darb, dt. 902,
904, without mint dt.
913, in Dohar hoard
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395 BIlI NM Silver Round one- In a plain area In a plain area Coin. Annual issue
ND NR cighth Ll e ol%  of the Nunismatic
14 grams  (‘/sth) ol y o= Society of Calcutta,
tanka SUald 1999, P. 22, PL V,
coin No. 28
396 BI2 NM Silver Round one- Lettered surface Lettered surface Ibid, Coin No. 29
ND NR sixteenth oLl ol
0.7 grams  ('/16th) sl S
tanka ol Sdald)
397 BI3 NM Silver /32 one- Ll oL Ibid No. 30
ND NR Thlﬂy el y e,
0.4 grams  Secondth Sl
tanka

Nasiruddin Nusrat Shah 925-938/1519-1532

398 Al - Geld Round In a circleh Seems to beinaplain  BNM. Acc.no, Plate
922 15 mm 1 tanka oMl surface No0.75.709
10.6 gram peald Glalldl () oL sa: ltihas, X(1382B.S.)
Ol y Ll Gl PL139 1

(i o) Sdaldl sLE fpa o The same without
asle s Jsad  date & mint, in
¥y Goenka collection,

unpublished. Goron
mentioned several
examples in
ONS(No.149,pp.12-
13) of Kawale
collection

415



398a

399

400

401

402

Al(a)

Al(b)

Bl

Bl

'Arsah
[9]28

NM
ND

ND
NM

Nusrat
abad
927

Khairabad
926

Gold
1 7mm
10.6grams

Gold
13 mm
10.46 gram

Gold

7 mm

2.7 grams
(3mm
thickness)

Silver
23 mm

Silver
10.5 gram

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Round
|tanka

Round
1 tanka

Round
/4 th
(Quarter)
tanka

Round
| tanka

Round
| tanka

In a plain area
Sialldl
Codll g Ll
AL o

In an ornate border
same as No.398

In a decorative circle
oLl

In double circle a dotted
one in between

AW

SUalldl o

Call g Laall puals

ikadl g

In a circle
Same as No.401

In a lettered surface
sLi3 o
el LS s
Al Ma il

(AY1) YA wo e

In an ornate border
Same as No. 398

In a decorative circle
(design not clear)
KTV IR
B_jual
aLL

In double circle a
dotted one in between
L',LLL. .L..‘.SJ.a'a
Ol oL e
asle i il

AYY 35 jeal

In a circle
Same as No.401
but  4Y1.Ul s

J.P.Goenka
collection, India
Goron reported®
three more of the
same in ONS, 149,
pp-12-13.
BNM.Acc.No.78.55
unpublished. Three  Plate
more,one in BNM

another in Goenka
collection ,3rd one
iINnONS,No149,p.13.

Plate

ONS, 149, P. 13

Dohar hoard,
BNM collection
Also from
Muhammadabad
dated 925-928&
930-934

Dohar hoard
BNM. Acc. no.
§8.4395

Plate

416
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419

420

421

422

Bl

B2

B3

Dar ?
933

Fathabad
ND

Husaina
bad
945

Fathabad
933

Silver
25 mm

Silver
26 mm

Silver
26 mm

Silver
5.21 grams

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Round
| tanka

Round
| tanka

Round
1 tanka

Round
Half tanka

In a small circle in the

and the legend within a
bigger circle
o oldalldl
e ol
odlay -

= et _)iu'l _,._ll

In lettered surface
O Ul
Sl Ul
s Gadll g sl
aL’- JJ.:.'I..A Jﬂ'aa]l

Same as No.420 but in
addition of date 4¢¢

In plain surface, same as
No.419
(Badar Shahi Type)

In a small circle in the

and the legend within a

bigger circle

Sl oL
L2 ‘:»-ﬂ
£l

Al 2SSl

. § b 4‘.}1,].., 4Ll

In plain area

JL'E

Cp okl
‘_';u:lud’l L2 e
4Sle 0 als
Allase A.ELLL.,

Same as No.420 but
with Jual

before il als

mint 2L lyea

Same as No.419 (Badar

Shahi Type) but mint

ablaia

Dohar hoard, Dhaka
BNM collection,
Also found from
FathabadHusainabd,
Nusratabad
Muhammadabad
and Khalifatabad all
dated 933.

Plate

Dohar hoard, BNM Plate

collection,Also of
Nusratabad mint
ND, and with date
only, 933.

BNM, 89.1884
Also found from
Muhammadabad
dt.938. 'Arsah dt. 9-
2, and ND & NM

SCA
P1.58, No.935

421
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429 B3 NM, ND
430 Bl [llegible
but
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