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Abstract 

Part I 
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cOI n Icgcnds Also dl::l ls \\ Ilh COI ns In th~ JOInt n:l11l1:S of the governors of Bengal and Delhi sultnJls and 
WI th the coins of the su lt:\ns who tried to shake off the Delhi nuthority and struck coms IIldependcnll y 
from Bengal 

Chapter J 

Coins of lntiepelUlellf Sulf(III.'\ of Bengal : discusses coins of the vanous ultans who ruled 11ldcpendentl ) 
dunng 737/ 1336 (0 Y~ 'j / 1 53X In Bengal and their cOins have been classifi ed on the basIS of th l' legends 
Also anelllpts to Interpret the message rc"calcd through the co in Icgcnds. 

'hapter 4 

Cllin$ fJ/ ulU,t!rluilt atlrihillimt: deals \\ Ith the Su lt.1lls whose names arc on1)' known through lhe ir COinS. 

Chapter 5 
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condLtlon of lhc penod. the currency system, mtnt towns and coin weights. 
Ch;'pler 6 

CQndw'j(m: :utcrnpls 10 dr:l\\ a conclUSion on the basis of the findings oflhe present study. 

Appendix I. no!\ 1.::1 ls :In up to date chronology oflhe Sultans of Bengal. 
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T I{ANSl,ITERATI N 

For Arabic and Persian Letters: 
The trdnslilcration follows the Encyclopaedia of Islam 

except for the letters u = ~ and j z:: ~ 
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y b .b 

...... P .h z , 
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• ~ t gh ...... 

~ J --.. f 

~ ch " q 
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j d J 
. 
j ~ r In 

.J r U n 

.J l. J w 

U- S • h 

• W U' • • 

LJ<' ~ <.5 Y 

Short vowels = a, i, U long vowels = at 1, U 
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Chapter I 

InlroduClion 

COin is a pIt-OCt: of pn.:c1ous metal ha.vmg a defimte weight standard issued by the authority, king or gui ld 

and accepted b~ people as medIUm of e,."change According to the EncyclopedIa BnlCmmc.:a "A coi n may 

be defined as a pice!.: of pn:c-IOus metal stamped with some mark or type or inscription show lIlg that IS 

Issued by some :lU thoru ~ which guarantees its welghl and punly'" The coin eI ther gold or Si lver or copper 

Call exist for long ignoring the wear and tear of the time. On the other hand coi ns whether big or small, 

gold or Silver. arc desired because they can buy comfort. protccuon from poveny, hunger and safelY 

ag:unst danger Therefore. ;t \\as the practice of people to cam, accumulate and pn:scrvt them as treasure. 

In mcdll.:\3IU1llC for safi:t~ people used to bury them. Part of these is unca rthcd from time to ume e\en to 

day. Through the stud> of thc..'ie coins we arc reconstructing history, fixing of chronology of the rulers and 

setting up a CQntllluance of the events of the two hund red years of independent rule of Bengal Therefore. 

the stud~ of the coins for Bengal history is 3n unavoidable necessIty It may be remembered here th:u the 

inScriptIons of the penod also rendering SimIlar mfonnation but they are so limited in number, and not 

e\<(:1') Sullan Illscnbes thelll. so their scope is limited . lllcreiore coins bec:une the chief primary source of 

hlstol') . 

COIl1 and tl10nc~ arc Ul1I\ crsa ll ~ regarded as thl.: veh icle of 1X0nomic activit) . At present there arc vanous 

I~pes or cheques. 'hundlcs' and many types of crt:d it cards to replace coinage Yet old COinS. as 

archaeologlc<ll objects. c"ldenc~ of the past. proofs of thl.: forgonen record. above :111 as a pnmary 

sources of hIs 10 1') . ha\c great importance at on ly fo r the reconstruction or hlslory but also to understand 

the socio-t:cononllc trend. the attitudes and tastes of thclr issuers. their political and religious afti liatiol\s. 

cxpanSlon of thclr terntones SW<ly as well as the over all conditIOn of trade Jnd commerce of the pCrlod 

For the mcdlc\al period III general and for Bengal his tory in particular cams ha\e a gn.-al role to pia) . 

No contemporar) hlslol') of Sultani Bengal has yet been discovered!, nor is a comprchensive work With 

correct information of historical events avai lable. Prior to Ghul3m HU$J.m Salim's RI)'ozu1>' Salt/tin 

(complet!.! lu sto-: up to 1788CE) not a smgle completc work on Bengal's t\\O hundred ),I!a rs Independent 

" lie IS knon n! Thou~h the court hlston:ms of the Delhi Sul tans have made somc sporadic citmgs on some 

Scngal e\enlS from tml!.: to lime. but they are scrappy and sometimes confusmg. and much of them do not 

corroborate fact sJ Thcreforc. II IS useless to search for mumsmatic actiV ities. mmting and metrology in 

these histories, \\ hich lack thc normal chronicles of the pcriod, or is there any conll..:mporary treatise or 

• I:'", \'( lfl/lt'dw HmOlli1/( /I \ 01 1 (I . (I tJ6J editioul U S.A P 61 (, 
: Abdul K;mlll. IJII/I.l.!/lIr 11I11/I,~(S/JlfOm ..I11W!), DhakCl Bangia Academy. 11)77. First rcprint 11193. (hcnccron h .. \·ulwfII 
AII/u/) .p 15 
j [bid. pp. 3~ -In . 
~ Karim commented that there are many anomalies rc-gardmg the dlltes ill the Riyal. . • b.d. p. 40. 
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manuscri pt d!!allllg "tlh the COlillng procedures. or function of mUllS, or org:lIuzation 0 11 nurmsmatrcs. of 

Sultanr Bcng,:11 

S til!!f!! IS no conh.:mpOril!) book 011 history there IS no mention of cOlllage III Inter works It seems as If 

the chromclers \\ele not aware of thc numismatIcs of Bengal at all. There. perhaps, was 110 Abul Fadl III 

Bengal to record the 111m utes of Sultani Bengal. Riyazus Sa/Olin did not deal with the matter of coinage, 

nor IS 115 ChfOllo log~ of thc Sultans corrobor:lI ivc with the facts Even Tahaqat· l- Nmll'l t whIch covers the 

carl) hlstor, of abollt s r'\t~ n;;1rs of' Muslim Bengal. drd not deal wllh the- comage c."ccpt some cltmgs of 

'strock COlliS ' Thcrct'on.:. 111 thl.~ absence of contemporary chronicles the hl510l) of Bengal III general IS 

shrouded III mi st and lIlfOnnatlon about numIsmatIcs or coinage of Bengal is almost nrl 

At prc.scni the. hi story of Bt:ngal is mostly based on thc reconstruction of the rcsullS of thc rnfonnallon 

gathered frolll corns and inSCriptions Even 10 day new Sultan's names. new information about known ones 

are comlllg up from tll llC to tllllC through the corns There are no other elements to rely upon except those 

Iwo I.C. coms ami IIlSCrrplloos. for the reconstruction of Bengal h,story Therefore Ihe stud) of Bengal 

coinage is \e~ import:lIlt 

Strikmg of coms and read lllg of the kJlllrQah on Fridays in the mosques were the Muslim prerogatIves of a 

Sultan and demonstration or declaration of hIS soverel ~:~nty . It was the practice that whenever a Sullan 

asccnded the thronl.: "hether Icgall~ Of b~ usurpation he used to st rike coins It was the general role for the 

Sul tanl penod (h~u a COlli \\ould bear (he name: of ItS issuer "ith full regal lIt Ie along WIth the subsldlal) 

tllll:s Jamyah and Ihe proper name, somet Imes wi th father's and grand father's name. Ius SpeCial clrums or 

notions towards religIOn etc and the date of the Issue and the place of striking I e the mint name So. m 

the absence of recordcd hlsto!) these cams help to rebu ild history 

Thl.:rdon:. the COlliS of Ihe Bengal Sultans becomc tht.: prune objl.'Ct and source nmcnals. beSIdes 

IIlscrrptlons. for rhe TI.'Const.ructlon of the hislory of Suitalli Bengal l.c. from the advent of the Muslims in 

Bengal to Iht:cnd or the IIldepcndcnt rolc from 1205 to 1538CE. 

1111.: chrol1ol~ of tht: Bellgal Sultans has been corrected largely on the baSIS of the eVidence of COIl1:lge 

As c\umpks It l1la~ bc Il1Clllloned mat some regnal litles of the Su ltans has been properl)' ascertamed 

through the COIl1S rnfOnll:ltlol1S. 'v IZ., 'All Mardnn Kh:lIji was kno,",m to the hlstonans as ·Alauddin 'Ali 

Mardan but Ill!: rl.'!~lla llll lc IS Ruknuddill. LIkeWise there \\as the cOlUrovers~ about the d:ite of the vleto))' 

o\er Gauda b\ Bakhtl>:tr Kh:lIJI bUI the drscovel) of 'Gauda Vljoye' corn reve.1ls its date that in mid 

Ramadan 60 I AI-! I M:l~ l205CE the event had occurred Even new Sultans' names came up mrough the 

coins-carher Ikhll)anlddlll Ghazi Shah and Ala.uddlO Fi ruz bill Bayazld were lIle two Sultans of Bengal 

kno\\11 ani) through their COloS. It:'lja Ganesha's regnal name 'Danujmardana Deva was also known though 

his corns onl~ At pn;sent from our study three nc\\ Sultan's names arc known. Besides thesc many new 

types of COlliS be:lflng newer infonnation have been added to the previous known facts Therefore. 

rese.1rch on Bengal I1lHnismnucs is ,(e~ impOI1aJ1L 

2 
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The slUd\ of Ihl! cOins of BCL1g~ 1 staned ILl the Illid nl neleenth century when the civil and IllIILtary officers 

of Bntish Ind ia look keen interest in It ~nd began to publish their fi ndings through the Jou rnals III the rOm l 

of articles 111t.: firsl paper on Bengal coms. contn buted b)' J.W L:udJy. was published In JASS in 

184/lCE' About I wt.:nt~ ~e~ rs latter In I g62, C.E Ba)'ley published a small nott.: on Bengal COlliS'. But the 

study on Bl.:ngal coms g:uncd Impetus only after tht.: discovery of the famous Cooch Bihar hoard III 

I Xh3CE conlalliing I :::5()() slh er COIIlS of the Pathan Sultans of Delhi and Ihl.: Sultans of BI.:L1gal RaJl.:lldra 

Lal Mitra publLshcd:1 notl.! on th iS hoard In 1864CE1 But the pioneering work on Bengal num ismatics was 

done b) tht.: di stinguished numlsmat.lst of the Il illclccnth centu l)' Edward Thomas through the monograph, 

'Thi Imtial ('mnage (1/ Bengal' It \ \ 35 first pu blished In the Journal of the Royal ASlalIe SOCiety'. and 

reprintt.:d III the .JASIJ (vol xxxvl)9dt.!aling with tcn Bengal ru lers from Rukunddin Kaikaus to Ghiyasuddin 

Azam Shah along with some Dei hl rulers coms ISSUI,.'<l from Bengal. In 1873 supplcmcntmg to the above; 

hI! pubhshl:d another paper on the basis of 37 coins of the Bihar hoard l o B:lScd on the K5 coms found III 

the district of Murshidabnd in 1883 A F .R. Hocmle published the next article on Bengal coms" , which 

chmlllatcd some obscurllLes of Bcnga llustory farther During 1873 to l875CE Blochmann publishl:d thn.:c 

papers III thl.! ISSUCS of .IASB under the litle Contrihutions to The Geography and HI,\'/(Jry of Bengal 

(M/lhammadan f erlod) In IllS papers he dealt with the coins of cleven Sultans of Bengal and by doi ng so 

he tried to thro\\ some more light on the obscure pans of Bengal histor) . Later on from 1873 up to I K96. 

C E B:i ~ b (1873). J G Ddmcrck () 876), ARF Haemlc (1883) and R Bum (18%) publl, hed an"le, 

on Bengal coms 

TIllS tn.:nd of publlshmg the newl) found hoards and interpretmg the historical Impitcatlons of Bengal 

coms \\I.:re colltmucd during Ihe farst 1"\"0 decades of lhe (wcntieth centu l) by the numismatists and 

historians I L1 1922 K BhattasaJi published hiS monograph Coins and Chronology of fht, E(lrly 

ltldepmdt!1II SII/lelff.1 of' Ht'nga' on the basis of the RupgllJ hoard of Ralpum. Dhaka. About till": monograph 

Abdul K;HlIll commenled that " whIch has since proved to be the workmg basiS for the chronolog~ of 

the e.1rI~ Muslllll Sultans of Bengal I!" l1\en somc va luable mtcrprelatlve articl es on coms were wrlUell 10 

\arioLls Joumal s, specia ll ~ The Journal of 'he Nunllsmatlc SOciety of India. which st:lrtcd in 1939 11le 

most notable \\ or\.:. on Bengal COIllS was published in 1960. Ctlrpus oj the Mw.'1l1n Coms of Blmgltl by 

Abdul Knrtlll CompLiLllg and recording the earher publ ished coins along With unpublisht.:d coins of the 

D:lcca M U !i~uLl\ . V~rand:1 Research Museum and also an:ll)'sLIlg thcl1l From the first decade of thi! 

h\Cl1tlelh ccntuf) some: ,alliable Museum CaL110gucs dealing With Bl.:llgal coins have bt.:1.:1l published 

~ /'AS8. 1~ (1 -' . P .!ISO. 579 
" JIUS. II No. P 1-'5 

JASe. XXXVI, p I 
~ JASO. XLII llKn). p U I 
"JASB. Lll.p 21 1 
11' E 111011l:1S. "The lili lini Coinage orScngal under the carly Muhammadan Conqucrors. Pan II ... • JASB. 1873,p.l H . 
" C. R .S illgha1.&"'lIogrt1p~v a/IndIan Coms.Pan iLp30. 
1 ~ Abdul Knriut Corpus o/Ilre .\(11.\","1 Com.f of Btngol (down to AD 1538). (hcnccfonh Corpus). Dacca: AsiatiC 
Socicty or P;lkISI:LII. 19M. prerace. p. I. 
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which fJ.Clllt:lh.:d the students of Bcngal numismatiCs, VIZ CoUtlague of the ltJIm in the Imhan Museu", 

C'O!c.'WIO 1'01 II, IYU7, CC/wloJ.!lII: 01 CUlm CuI/CIf"d hy Sayy ,d A SM Ta~ftl()r o/Kaw,I'IJ r HtJ/l~'e , /)£I(:t'O, 

(Inti I' r l'H'llft', I'fJ Ih.' /)/1(.(.'(1 Nf IlH' "" 193(,: ( flfolllgltt, of ( '(litiS (oJ/Ct'/"d hy Mallhll HakIm H(lhlllhllr 

U(Ihm{J/I Kh(/I1 Aklllm:/ld" tI/ l)occ:a and pre.n!nled Itl_the Dacca MlIsl!IIm. 1936, CawltJglI l' uJ /he 

Ilruvmcwt ( 'om ( 'ahme/ AS.w'ml . (I·i,s, &Sf!,'(md EdJ(f(Jn. 191 1 & 1930), Supp!IJmetJI 10 (h" CalCltuguc <if 

the Provine/wi ('ah",t·t /If ('oms, As.r"'tI. 19 19, Supplemt·//( to the CaU/Jogue (if ('(Jim' 111 the Jl1dlOn 

M,otmm. Vol /J. 193Y Earlu,:r to these (,hf()mcle~' of (hit Po/han Kmg.r (~r Deih, and (,olaloguc oj (he 

WIIl,\' 0/ til" Mu!lallllllmkm States (~f Imha In Ihe BritIsh MII~'ellm were. published in I ~7 1 and IlSlS5 

r,,-specu,d) All thest: cmalogut.:s and books dealt With some Bengal coins as \\ell as With other ProvlIlclal 

coin series II ma) be noted here lhat none of the cataJoguc.s dea1l exclusively with Bengal coins The 

Chlungong UnI \'erslt) MUSCUIn catalogue published in 1979 :1lso dc-'l lt \\ ith some Bengal coins as well as 

others 

After the comprehensl\ e and bnliJam work by Abdul K:mm III 1960 up to the present a long span of forty 

~cars _ numerous sigmtic.'lnt Issues connected With Bengal numislllilLics, fn.:sh hoards cont:umng severnl 

types_ mUlts and dal l,-S as \\ell 3S some new Sultan's names h:1\'e come to light Due to th l.: difficult~ of 

studying nUllllsmallCS II remalllcd unattended parllcul:uly lack of COnh!mporJr) IIlfOnnatlon about 

monitor) aCII\ Illes. scarel t, of coin and catalogues, difficulty of correct reading of Ie.gcnds pamcularly the 

degencrated form of later 'Hillng. probl<"TllS of identi,ficalions of thc Sullans In nbsencc of date and mmt 

name. above 311 the undue Interference by c1l1sciing or cut marks on the coin panicularly of thc portion 

",Ith date a Vital aspect for the. delenninntlon and identification of the ruling klllg, by the ShroR's arc maIO 

obstacles 

After tile CorpI/.!. no comprehellSl\e and purd ) llumlsmalJc study or research on Bengal numismatICS has 

bccn undcrt:lken Of course dunng these forty )cars some of the mfonnat ion and results of the nc:wly 

discovered matennls ha,e lx..-en published In the fonn of articles in both Enghsh and Bangia journals at 

hom!: and ;lbroad Mi,: IHIOn ma~ bl;' made of the latl;'st catalogue on the Bengal coins. C(Jim' (If Mediaeyal 

JndlfJ_ b~ Pr.lllp I\.umar I\·ht ra and Sutnpa Smha published In 1997 based on the Chandl Jhar hoard found 

111 thl.! \ lUnge. of the sallle nanu.: under the DIstract of Ahpurduar. West Bengal , India 111 19l56 Menuon 

IT'Ia~ also bt.: made of Ihl; Journal of the nunlismaLic Society of Bombay. Ihe Nmm.\·uallc f)lge,~I, and 

Onental NUnllSOlJllC oclety's News/etlcTl' 

nil.! stud~ of Bengal IIU11l1S1ll3t1CS is difficult as well as thrilling. The COUlS aTe. unique, interesting. and no 

COinS of Ihe subcolltlnent bear such versatility. III the context of legend. bordcr deS ign :lnd \-arlety of 

decoratIons [n nbsence of conlemporary records nnd chroniclc.c; anal)1 lCal inferences of the coins 

regarding the hIstory concerned are imponanl and rewarding, and enjoyable. Moreover, With the passage 

of time the I.!arher \\orks have become almost obsolete b<..'Cause of the discovery of fresh coins in reecnt 

Innes SI r bdu Nath arkar's remarks in HIstory uf Bengal vol, II, arc also provocati ve. "I caJlnot conclude. 

Ill) relllarJ..s. \\Ithout recordlllg 3. \\1sh that \\ell tramed studcnts of Bengal Muslim numIsmatics should 
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earefull~ stud~ the dales and names on Ihe coms of the early Sultans of Bengal ". The new IIghl may 

enl ::1.I1 a re\ ISlon of Ollf e:uller chaplers!)" Therefore. all Ihese seem 10 make it worthwh ile to launch a 

fresh and anal~ tlca l enqull") on Bengal cams. "]1Ich with the ne\\ disco\'eries and anal)'sis haw thrown 

ncl',. IIghl on Bengallllsto0 

II ma~ bc mcnllonr.:d here Ihal Thr.: Bangladesh allOnal Museum (ONM) h.1S a good number of Bl;ngal 

cams III JIS collectJon 11115 was another faClor that tcmpled liS to undertake Ihls rcsea rch .The obJcctl ve of 

the present stud~ IS to throw sufficient light on Ihe chronology and history of the Sultans of Bengal 

through numismat iC stud~ Attt.:mpt has been made to analyzc critically tht.: cams m the context of the 

history of the period with a view to reaching the proper and up to date chronology of the Sultans, thei r 

coin typcs and the messages revealed through them 

Roughly from more thall two thousand coms of Sultani Bengal from the collection of BNM includmg 

some m\aluable ho..,rd coms. a selection was made for the study The selected COlliS have been classified 

on Ih l.! baSIS of thr.:tr lcg~l\d D!.:slgns. due to th~ lr compll!..x lly and obscunt)· have not be~1l taken. ;IS lhe 

baSIS of ciaSSllic:lllOlI . 111un .. 'O\er then.! IS no accepted standard or noml of dcslgn Somelllncs the samc 

dcslgn has bel.:n descT1b~d dlfferentl)l as a separ:llc dcslgn due to Its cut off in tht: middle A variet), of 

dcslgns ha\'e been described Simply as ' in a decorative bordered circle' or 'ornamented Circle' To aVOId all 

these problems a nC\\ classl tieo.tion has been arrangl.'<i on the basis of legend and metal Type 'A ' for 

gold. Type '0 ' for sd\-cr and Type 'e 'for copper havc assigned. For each Sultan thei r go ld. Silver and 

copper coms arc descnbed according to our classlficauons and a select catalogue has been made 

Bengal Sultan's coms generally are of silver, a small quantil), of gold IS lulo\\n Copper com.s are rnrc onl~ 

a fc\\ arc kno\\ nand thclr genuineness is doubtful. 111e endeavor was m3de to mentIOn as good as 

pOSSible the ]..no\\11 gold coms of Bengal Sultans mcluding lhe published and unpublished gold COinS III 

the collection of thl.! Bangbdesh National Museum and of some pm'ate collections Like the gold coms 

fr:lCIIOllal coms :m: also r.ut: :md 1I0t commonly kllo\!,. n So. they have also been claSSIfied accordlllg 10 

th!';lr denommatlollS and legends For the present study both original and secondary sources were used 

Pnnlanl~ COlliS frolll the collection of Bangladesh National Museum have been uscd. Besldcs these some 

privatI.! colkcllons al home and abroad werc aJso studied. Firstly the endeavor was made to stud) the 

onglllal COlliS. dlrt:ctl~ and 111 th!.; case of non·a\,ai iabil ily of the origUlaL photographs of the COIl1S were 

used . As a seconda .. ;. sourc!.; published catalogues and works, both books and articles were look 11110 For 

accurnc) 111 thIS case published photographs were preferred. Some sale cata logues and their photographs 

an: also been used and incase of less clear coin the photograph of the sale catalogue has been illustrated . 

Some related unpublished research thcsis of Dhaka University and RaJshah. University arc al so used and 

the mfonnallon of thl.: inscnptlons was used where needed. Known facts of histo!)' on the basis of the 

IIIfonnatJon's oblail1l;d from the study of thc coins have been reconstructed wherever necessary For 

11 Sir Jadll.Nalh S;J rk;u. TIll;' III ,ton· '18f'ngnl. \'01 II . Muslim Period. 120n · 1757. Dacca· The UIlI\'crsily of Dacca. 
( lsI cd 11)"~). ~ rd ImprC!.SIOII I 'J76. Chenccfonh. HB. II .). pp 5112· 'i 

5 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



histOrical!) unkno\\11 C\l.:nts thc endeavor was mad!.! to reconcile the information of the coins with history 

to reach an acceptable conclUSion lor the accurate and 1::lIest chronology of the rulers of the penod For 

practical reason all the COIl1 dales of a ruler or every One of a type accordmg to the margmal decoration 

have not been IIlciuded The side of the coin with the Sultan's name or lh!; bCgLllnUlg of the legend arc 

trcat!;(\ :IS ob\'l!rse Also If the com bears the Kalima. that side IS taken as the obverse. HiJrI and Common 

Era dates :m: IIldIC.ah,:d b~ AH and CEo but when both appc:lr togcther an obllqth: stroke separates the 1\\0 

Wlih the help of materials Illcntlom:d above. a humble attcmpt has been Illade to fCach the objective. to 

reconstruct an up to d:lIc hlslol} and chronology of the rulers of the period By ana lysis of the coin based 

mfonnallOIl. IIlconSI$ICIlCles of the e\ents have been adjusted and II1vcsligallons "''erc undertaken 10 fill up 

the gaps of 8!;l\gal hl5100 310ng wuh throWing some light on unrecorded eventS through comp:u'ltlvc 

explanations 

We carulOl clallll to be full), SJtlsficd With our attempts and objcctives. But \\e hJ VC tried Oll r level best 10 

rCJch our goal We ha\1,; tried to reconstruct accurJte chronology of the Bengal $ultJns Jud ::lIso tried to 

rebUild thl: tacts on thl: baSIS of the mlonnatlon of the cams, trlOO to dcscnb!.! Ill!; nc\\ COlO t~ pes of the.: 

Sultans and Ihelr n!;\\ milliS. also ne\~ dales based on ne\\ finds and discoveries Through thiS endca ... or. It 

has been possible to kno\\ some new information, 11\.'W coms. mmts and dates along With a mon: accurate 

chrono log~ for thc md!;pendent Sultans of Bengal from Fakhruddlll Mubarak down to Gtuyasuddm 

Mahmud I e from 737-945AH This will faci litate the rcconstruction of the history of Sultani Bel1gal 

Abo\\! till. after abolll elghl~ yc:trs thrcc new rulers names come to be kno\\ n for the first ume through the 

nUll1lSl1lailC l:\ Idl:IICl:lIo It IS hopcd that lhls rcsl:afch \'1111 help 10 bring Ot!lt,;rs 10 undcrtakc Similar rcsc.1rch 

III futurc 
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Jl islorica l Background 

In anCient IlllleS the n:l;l,IOII "hleh w:tS later all known as Betll;l,al , (I.e, the Bengu h spl.!ak mg reg.lons ofth~ 

tlorth -castcm hldla. present B::mgladesh and west Bengal) was nOI ~ sing le country. and was divided lilIa 

several small princ lpahtt~ 1 t: Jana{XId(/.\', 

No reliable mfonnat lon abolll the history of anClcnt Bengal IS available, The prehistory is obscure No 

Paleolithic cultun: or eohth lc hublt:lIIOn is traceable l There IS no mention of Bengal 1Il the Vedic 

htcr:l tu rc The lirst l11en\ lon of the naJlle Vanx(I,\' (pcople of Vanga) IS found III Aiwreya AranY(Jka! It IS 

known from the legendaf) stOI)' of the Maltabltarata that the region which IS latcr tllnc caJled Bengal was 

dJ\'1ded into the ,kmapadas ' Anga, Kalmga, S/1IIhmma, Pundra and Vangel At present these arc known 

as. Bihar (Anga) Onssa (Kalmaga), part of west Bengal ( huhmma) and pan of Bangladesh (Pundrn and 

Vanga) Dated lustor:- of Bengal begins from 326 Be m reference 10 the stand madc by the Gangand::u 

:lOd P;USIOI ag:ullst the plobablc march of Alc:..:andcr" , Vang3 cXlsted as a Janapada rough I) from fOll rth 

century Be to fourth celltu l)' eEl Pundra was the lIame of the northwest part of Bangladesh I,e. the 

Varcndra regIon lI1c1 udmg Mahasthangarh. in Oogra distnct which has Ix.:cn identified as Pundranagar, thc 

anCient Pundnl\afdhana ,lIld the southeasl part up to the sea was known as Vanga, 

The name of 311g:'l \\ :'15 not onl) mentioned 111 the legendary stones of the Mahabhl1ruta and Auarttya 

iJrlllml£ln :md III :tnClclIl Indian literatures hkc Hanvclnl"a, Rumay(ma. Arth(I,I'hm'tro and 8"hol S(lmhUfI 

but :'I lso l11elltlolll..:d 111 IIlSCnpllons. copper-plate-grants . and tr;nc!cr's reports/.> At kast up 10 h\c1nh 

century CE Vang<1 nlcatlt south and cast Bengal ' 

Accordmg 10 1<1,\'(/:: "nlc namc of Bens"l was ongmally 'HalTg' and the reason why thc word '"f was 

added to It. IS Ihls '01' 111 the. Bcngah language mc~UlS an 'embankmenl' or r~t1 scd ground, \\ llleh IS placed 

round a ga rden or cultl\aIIOn, so that fl oods may 110 1 enter It. As III anclI;nt times the c!lIcftallls of 

1 Flro] Mahmud ;Iud 1-labLbur Rahman. The Museum,I' III Bonglode,(h. Dhaka: Bangia Acadcmy, 19K7. p,36, 
: II. I. I. Kellh . ALl , Ar III I. 200, quoled in HB,i , p7, B. C. L.1",_Anci~nt Indian Tribes. vol. ii. London ' Ltu .. 1C 

& Co . 1914 . P 2 
, P,tneh ~ln;tn Tarkar::n na (cd), ,\ {nhnbhar(lla, ,I dl Pan'n .chapter Itl·t the "CCOtLllt IS ulso found III thc PurGlw.I cf, 
\{m,I'w ell ~ x.\, 77 ff Va\ n, ell 99,11 85« quoted 1111/11. L. P 16, fn I 
1 Mohd Abciur R:ltllill and olhers, IJall}llndt'.)'her I/lha,\ (History of Bengal (iu Bangia), (hencefon h I I/has). Dacc .. 
II :1WrO/.c Kltablslan 1\/77.1) 9: G:mri nnl h ShllSI ri, Sallskrlt Sha}mwy IIlhas. Calcuurl SWaraSW3\ 
Llbr::lt) .1 '7f)B S PI) 2\/- '(I 

• H,C Ro~ chaudh uf) , -Thc legcndary period". R.C. Majumdar (ed). HI,l tOIY of Bengal. Vol, I. Dacca Untvcrsltyof 
Dacal . 3rd ImpreSSion JlJ76( ltenccfol1h. flfJ. [ ) p, 35, 
I> RuhtJl Quddlls Mohd Saleh. ,\ (LI,dlnl .1 male Bt!llglar Tahlml Noga" / J().I· /tJ5H 0,', £kri Mudra "/11,£ • 
• lmm'1(JII(I/,mlO (Ill Bangia) unpublished Ph.D. thesiS (R.1jshahi UI1I VCr5lty) 11)9l:1) PP 7-8 
• Ibid 9, B C s.::n Sfllllt' I/,,(/lrlml ,bPi!CI.I' IIf rh l' /lIsr:rlprwn,\' 0/ Bi!ngnl, Calculla Ut1t\'crsi t) of C.tlcut ta. 11)-42). P 
2. 
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Bengal. . used to mise mounds aboul len cubi ts high and twenly cubits broad. and to Illake homes. 

cultl\ atlons and budd ing \\ Uhllllhcm. people used to call1his count!) Bangalah~ 

After the cOlllmg of thl.! Muslims In the beginning of IIll.! thirteenth century the nam\: Bl.!ngal was applied 

10 thl.! whole of Benga l for thc fi rst time. It was Shamsuddin lIyas shah . the founder of the Il yas Shahi 

dynasty. who for the first time by uniting all Ihe north-west, south and eastern parts of Bengal I.C. 

LakhnaulI (G,wda) . SO-tgaon and Sunargaon. renamed It as Bangalah and ht.: was known to tht.: historians 

as 'Shah+Bonga/ah'. 'Shah-I- Jjanga/iyan' and 'Sul ran-I-Bangalah''J. Therefore, the name of Bcngal or 

BaJlga l3h IS the Oul come of Muslim effort Incidcntally it \\as lIyas Sh3h wha t.:s t3bhshcd tilt.: ,"dependent 

nllc of Bengal The polit ical or geographlc:!1 boundaries of Bengal during the Sultoni period cannot be 

fixed \\lIh ce rta llll ~ The ext::ulI of the boundaries varied in differcnt periods under different Sultans. The 

area \\hleh was "ithlO thc Jurisd iclian of the Beng.1.1 Sultans up to 1533CE was termed Bengal. 

In aneit.:nt timcs e:lch J:lnapada had a separate name and was different from ils sister Jnnapadas and was 

mled III :Ill mdlvldu31 stylt.:. There was no united nile of any ct.:ntral authority Each Janap:1da was self 

sufficient for the nl.!ccssltics of its people. There \ .... as no large-scale trade within a smgle Janapada or III an 

IIltcr-Janapada basiS III th \! \!<\fly stages. Perhaps the agnculture based self-sufficient villages did Ilot need 

It also and barter system or exchange of conunodities prevailed In. 

The carl~ hl5(01) of Bl.! llgal is obscure and thc hislory of Its coinage is morc obscure. Wc are nol III a 

posilion to a~ecrl :lIli in the pll.!st.:nl slatl.! of our knowledge when mOIl\!~ economy or coinage was 

IIllroouccd III Bengal Bill it is rcasoll:!b lc to hold that like other countries of the world in ancient tIInes 

ba rter s~stcm "as Hl \ague 10 Bengal But with the passage of time, dire necessity. the growth of the 

produce. and dcvdopTlll.!nt of the society there evolved a conunon th ing medium of exchange whieh 

vaned cou nt ry to countt;. and tillle to time As an example cow ll and later time nishka l 2 (ornament) \\crt.: 

regarded as the nll:dlUm of exchange in India Probably m Bengal paddy or rice W:lS used as llledHlIll of 

c'I(chungc 111 :1nCII,.:nt tml~ As the proverb records 

"p:ldd~ IS considered :IS th l.! highest wealth Ill.!xl is cow. 

gold and silver h:l\C some.: v:l luc. remainders are ashes (nothing)". 

" Ghul:lIl1 Hossain SalmI. R,yoz-u.,· .\'o/rllm. English Transl3lion b) Abdus Salam. Delhi: Idarah i AdabiYilt-i 
DeIlL1 903. RepTl nl. 1 ,)75( hcnccforth Riyaz. P. 20 . Am· i -A kbllrl of Abul FaJ..ill also c."Plilins the origin of the [crm 
Bllngu lah. (Eng Tr.lIls) Vol II p. II S . 
. , Shams-i-Simj Afir: 7imkh·j- F,ruz Shllh, . CalcuHa 1890. P 114-118 quolcd by Abdu l Karim in Sufumi Alllof. p. 
177 
)01 Syed Aminlli slalll. fJ(mgla . l ll('/Illfer /rlhlls: Nntun Dr iShllk()nt.' £kIf SlIIlIikh,,'o (History of the Bcugal Region, All 
IOtcrprellition Wllh :1 lIe\\ approach ( in Bangia). ( henceforth Ekli Samikhsa), Dhaka : Papyrus. 19')(,. P 26, 
II UfC ndm Kisor Chak r.lbort~'. A SIUd.v of JlnCII!/I1 I ndian Nllmismo/lcs ( Indigenous System). MYlOcnsing J I)) I. P. 
IY. 
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In most of the \ Ill:tgl!s of Bengal in ancient times purchases were made by the exchange of paddy. Even 

soml! hundred ~cars ago as 3 general rule. the payments of the fafm (Ferry). washer man, barber etc were 

made b) padd) H1 th t: \ Illagt:s , In Bengal paddy gamed currency probably due to fl ex ible di vIsibili ty of it 

according to need Instead of cow or Nlshka. 

III Kalahan's Rajnfam"J!.,m 'dillnarollamacifika: occurs Side by side with 'dhanyoJjamacmkja', denoting 

rt:spcctl \ cl) a bond of debt for 'cash' and a bond of debt for grain,1) also get currency III favor of paddy as 

medium of c'<ch:mge With the advancement of society and the development of variOus types of crafts to 

faCilitate the e.xchallge of tht: surplus products, graduall y metal took over as mt:dlum of cxchangt:. But illS 

1101 possi ble to ascertalll whell and by whom metall ic coin was introduced fi rst in Bengal. The earliest 

COIllS of the Bengal arc punch marked. as arc the ea rl iest COIllS of tht: sub-contillent and are believed to 

ha\'e e\ oh oo dunng Circa 6th centu ry Be 

Ounng the historic peri od under the Imperial Maury:lS (C.322 Be - 185 BC) North Bengal ' \ as a provlIlce 

under them With PUlldr:lllaga r as lIS capitaL Pundranagam has bet:n identified with Mahaslhangarh TIle 

first recorded e .. idel1ce about coms in the Bengal region IS found in the Brahml IIlscnplian of the Mau ryan 

period of 3rd century Be discovered from Mahasthangarh, It indicates that 'I ' lme/anagal' (i t: . 

Pundranagar. identifi ed as present Mahastangarh) was under the jurisdiction of the Mauryans. ThIS 

ulscnpllon n:fTcrcd to 1\\0 coins named 'Gandaka' and 'Kakanika'. probably they were small fractional 

coin UllitS r.,·lorcovcr. cons iderable number of sil ver punch Marked coins, , ... hich may well be placed in the 

.\llaur) an period. hJ.\t: been found from vanous parts of Bangladesh. Rcccn(l ~ III 1 9Y~ through S)stcm3t lC 

arehaeologlc:11 nCa \ ~l t lo ll III Mahaslhangarh a hoard of lJ3 sIlver punch marked coins \\ere disco\en,:d 

frolll the speC ific stl':\ tUlll of the Mau ryan peno<t"'. Bedsldt!s some cast copper coins und somt: Sil ver 

punch ma rked COIllS \\crl! [lIsa found earlier from the Mahasthangarh areal'. Bogra (Mahastangarh). 

RaJshahl . M~ mcnslI1g di stricts of Bangladesh and Wan-Batcswar Villages of greater Dhaka also produced 

consldt:rable number of si h er punch marked coins dunng casual digging of the earth l6 Silver punch 

marked coins of the Mauryan period of Mahasthangarh proves archacologicall ), not an i) the Maul) an 

occupation of PUlldra area but also indicate that their coins were used as mr.:dnllll of exchange. currenc) iJl 

the region during Mnu ryan rule. These si lver PlInch Marked coins arc, accord ing to P.L Gupta. 'thl.: 

IIllpcn:l1 SI.: Tles' of COIilS. hnvlIlg a group of fi ve symbols 011 lhc obverse and found from all over Lndia . P 

I: Ibid. P 2 The \1 ~lIk(J. Ongll\a ll~ a gold ornament. was <llso atlhis lime a unit of value. Ibid. p. 2 1. F. . 19. 
II RaJllIaranglili of Kal;lhall. Tr M.A. Stein. We.stnllnstcr. 19011 . Vol. 111 . p. 313. quoted by Kamrunm5a Islam. 
"Colllagc III Ancicul Bengal " .Il1l1l'11al ll! llre I l lrI.'m/m RI'.w!urch MII.W' UIII . (henccfonh .IVRAfJ. Vol. I. Pan t. 1972, 
p. 411. 
I Md Shafiqlll Almn :lnd )C;II1' Fr;mcois Salles (cd). Frt1llcc·8(J/lgladesh Joint I 'enl llrt' E.rC(1I'afiolls (I( 

.I fall(whan~arh First !nlt' rtlll Ul.!porl . /993 -1 999. Dhaka: Department of Archneology. Bangladesh. lUIli . p.22IJ. 
, ~ Pnki.(rnn . in·Jl lll·"lng\'. Journal of the Department of Archaeology. Pakistan. Vol. 5. Karachi, 1968. p. 1 I I. 
, .. Muhammad RCI.1\ul K:lfJ ll\. "Some Silver Punch t-.olarked coins of Wari-Bator," Proce~dmgs of the PouflJl SOUtll 
A.w ln A,c:1I(/('olllJ!,w l n ll/gress. J)haka. (henceforth Fourth Conf!rt!.~.,· 1991) . (Dcl)anmCIlI of Archaeology. 
Ba ngladesh). 11) './ 1. p. 51 
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L Gupta IIIchnt:d 10 Idt:n ll f~ these COinS as the isslles of the Imperial MaurY3..ns because before thl.'1ll there 

\\as no nller of Ihe \\ hole of Indl:!. 10 stnke coinsll 

But other than these Imper1il l SCries of punch marked coins two separate groups of silver punch marked 

COinS were found from the Bengal regIon which arc important Some punch marked C0111S having three 

s~ mbols each on the obH.:rse arc found from Anga regIon. According to Michael Mltchincr they arc the 

COinS of Anga t-Ie also thinks th:u those coins were struck before tbe conquest of Anga b) Bimbisara of 

Magadha (c 50U 0 C) These coins arc made of base silver and only found within the limits of Anga 

through (:'l:C3\'allon 111 thr(,'C siles in Bengal, at Bangarh. Harinarayanpur and Chandrakctugarh. the 

lernlO!) of Ansa Allihe I\\cnty·thret: COIllS arc of Karshapana weIght standard (3.3-3.7 gr:uns) of t,\O 

\\elghts. Olle I.arsh:tp:tn::l and one-founh Karshap;:U1a l• T1lcse coins have certain symbols which 

dlstlllgUish them from other Sc.: f1 CS and have nOt been found from any,yherc else. So. Ihese cams rna> be 

regarded as th t.: local C0111S or Janapada coms of Anga. 

LikewIse there have been found some si lver punch marked coins wilh four symbols 10 each and have been 

indcntlfied as carl> local coins of Vnnga on the basis of the find place Wan-Batcswar in greater Dhaka, 

the present Narshm,ghd l dLStT'lCl W:m·Bales\\:.u also yielded sevcr:;li sLl Yer punch marked. Coins of the 

'Lmpcnal 1\<l allr;.an sefles' Then; IS no cVldencc to prove that the Influence of Mauryans was eXlended 

beyond the Ri\cr h muna. thc find place of Ihose coins But the presence of me consider.lbie number of 

silver punch marked COl 11S of the Mau~ an penod IIldicates the engagement of large-scale maritime trade 

111 the n.:glon from 2nd CClltli/') BC to 2nd centu ry CE We have no idea or evidence to ascertain whcther 

IhlS arca \\as dlr"'-;:tl~ controlled b~ the Mauryans or b) their feudatOries and \\c ha ... e 110 Idt.:.'\ who \\crl! 

n:sponslble for tltt: Issuance of the local COIllS of Vanga as well as the IIllpenal cOins found at the W .. n­

Bates\\ar But It ma~ be assulIled Ihat the Vanga coins were produced locally as no such s~ mbols. bo..1!. 

bird. lobster. fi sh lIIc1udlllg sun and slx-anned s) mbols. afC found in an) other punch marked senes 

dlsco\'cn:d d St:\\ht:rc l1le Imperial series coins found in the locality ::arc come throug.h trade". All the 

Vanga punch marked cOins are of the Karshoptma weIght standard. The world-renowned Muslin doth 

was produced in :Uld around here. where was a center for e .... port of Muslin ,and Elephants were also traded 

Ihcrc~ Therefore. 11 may be summarized that from Mnuryan timcs or ea rlier coin economy was prevalent 

111 Benga l 

MaUl)an Rlk: lasted III Bt.:ngal probably from 324 BC to 187 BC But the history of the period. belween 

the end of the l'Vl au!)ans 10 the take over b) the Guptas. is obscure and uncertain21
• Pfrlplu.Y oj Ihl' 

hythmm S('" recorded that (,,,/11.,' a gold coin was current III the mnrkelto\\11 of (iange al about the first 

I' Parmcsh\\ilrI Lal Gupta. (·Oltls. New Dclhi: National Book Trust- India. (Third Edition. Reprint) . (1)79. p. 16. 
11< Michael Milchl1ler. 71,(, (}njtJn o/Irlrilon ('omag~. London. Hawkins Publicillions' 1973. pp. 50·52 
, .. Fonnh Congress. 1991. pp 51·56. 
;" £til Snllllkhl{/ . P IXI 
:1 Ilthn.l. P II 
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centur) CE Gangl.! h::t$ bC1.!11 Identified \\Jth Tal1lrahptl of Bcng::tl n hunga Icrmcotta plaques \\ cn.; found 

III Mahastangarh and some Kushana gold coms " ere also discovered from various places III Bengal. bu t 

there IS no c\ ldcllcl,; to prO\C Ku shana occup::t tlon and rul!.! 111 Bengal!-l IL is tnl!.! that no Ku shan~l COinS :ue 

found III the e'\e~l\ :1t10 IlS III the rcgionl 4 but th rough stray dlggmgs some Kushana gold COUlS have been 

discovered from Comllla regions IL may be mentioned here that Bangladesh National Museum has 

procured sc..:Hral Kushana gold CaUlS of Kanishka. Hublshka. Vasudeva and later Kushanas . said to h:lVC 

been found III th!.! C0l111 11a region. the eaSh .. -rn part of Bnngladesh. 

The next rulers In Bengnl were the impenal Guptas who ruled in Bengal from circa 300CE 10 545CE2
\ II 

seems that dunng thl! nile of Samudr3 Gupta aJJ Bengal except Samatatn was under hjs sway. But 

Samatata \\as a tflbutar) state of the Guptas as the lIababad IIlSCnptlon revcalsU,. The Gu ptas issued both 

the gold and sll\ cr COIilS ome of their Sliver coins :l!C al so been found in Bengal but sc\eral types of 

gold COinS of \ anous Gupw rulers h:l\ c been dlsco\ered from Bengal Among tht!sc the archer type. a 

~lIIg standlllg \\ Lth a bo\\. <1nd Lakshl11 l scated type is the most common t~pc and vanous l ~ 1I1lltated by 

subsequent ru lers $e\..:Tal Gupta gold coins arc found in Bengal and preserved in the museums of both 

Bangladesh and Indla TIle: dlscovcl)' of numerous gold coins of the Guptas mdlcale the affluence of 

Bcngal and are e\ Idence of prosperous internal and external trade The carl)' gold coms of the Guptas 

follo\\ cd th!.! \\elght sl::tud::t rd of thc Kushanas lS \\d l as the COin siunda rcd after thl! Kush<1na prOlot)pC~7 

111c gold COIllS arc kno\\ n as elmara;; nnd Sliver coms are known as rupakas . -'~3rher they used the welgh! 

of the gold COinS III average of 121 grams following the Kushana weight of which 107 grams are pure 

gold and the rest :1110~ . probably it was the current standard of the tunc In the later period the weight was 

rollSed to an a\ l! tagc of 144 to 146 graJlls.but the gold contents fa lls to an average of 70 grams only:-, 

Their sll\cr coms of thl! Karshapana landard was of 36 grams Dunng Gupta rule the rallO between 

dm(lrtl and 111/""\(/ \\I! rc I Ifi I I! the ratIO bc{\\!!cn gold and SIlver BUI 'I he rallo between a d1tl;ua and a 

rupaka \\as 1101 a ii,cd Olle. and II varied from Iline to timc and place 10 placc:-< ' During Gu p!., ru le (Clrc;'l 

300·500CE) almost thc \\ hole of Bengal (Pundra and Vanga) was under thClr S\\'3),'O. But the Mauryas. 

had nlled onh Pundra 

After Ihl! dl!chuc orlhc Gupta I..: ll1pirc in the early part of tile sixth century there sprung small princlpalit ic.:s 

all over nort hem India :l.Ild durms this tune in the sixth century there c.:mcrgcd two independent kingdoms 

! : Ibid, p.12. Kamnl llnl5:1 Islall1. JI RM, p, "J. 
:1 A.K M ZlIklm:l, lJall)!/nJe.(her Promo Sampada (Ardchaeologlcal Treasure of Bcngilldcsh (i n Bengla). 
(hcl1ccfonh. lira/l in Snll/podol B:1tlgladesh Shilpokalll Academy Dhaka. 1984 p 13. 
:4 M Hanlllur R:lshid.'Tllc Muinnm:ni Gold Coins'. 110ng/od(':.h /.01110 Kala, Val, I No I. (Journal a f Ihe Dhakl 
Museum). Dhaka t Y7~. P .12 
; . Dines Clwndr:. Slrc:lr }'/II/·urhll ) IIgl!r r ·(11I1.\·onllchOrilfl ( In Bangia) Kalkata Sahllya Lok. Il)XS. P. IK;S· IKI) 
, JVRM, Vol l. P;H1 I P ·n 
:. AS Altck<lr. ('mllfl.\!!' IIrllt.·(jUPIrI £m p/nt . Banaras' The Numismatic SOCiel) of India. 1957. P 21)(1. 

~ JVRM. Vol I. Pari [. P -I !-
~. Ibid. P -1 (, 

1" Nlilolr R:nlJln Ro~ , /1(III)!ofll' I lIhllS, .U i Parvo, Calcutta. Dc's Publishing, 1400BS, p, 319. 
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III Bengal. In SOlllh -\!3SI Bengal 311d the southem pan oflhc WCSI Beng.11 (Vanga) Md another om: in the 

nonh-\\est part of Bl.:llg~1I (Gauda) 

Among the mdcpcndcllt klllgs of Vanga th ree names arc fou nd from coppcr plate gmnlS. Gopachandr3, 

Dharmadtt~ a and Samacharde\':l Tht;} all assunl(,.'d the mil.! MaharaJadhtr.tJa whtch Indtcates thetr 

Independence and thclr s t~\lus a.Ii. powerful kmgs They nrh:d from errc.J 552-600CEJI Bcfore them one 

V::lln~agupl!l rulcd the same area as MaharaJa \<. a lowcr status than MahnrajndhiraJ3. BUI Valll)'aguPla 

nded O\Cr eaSh.:m. southcrn and westem BI,.-og"ll1l1s Imperial province of the Guptas constituted an 

IIIdepcndcnt klllgdom unda Gopachandra and his succcssors.l1 Among these t!m."C Shanl:1char::s.dcva w;\s 

the only onc \\lto ISSUed gold COlliS with the title Narendrachtya. 

Ourrng the second half of thc seventh centu ry while the Later Guptas werc established III Magadha and 

Gauda. there ent:lrgoo the Khadgas III south-east Bengal. From the coppcr plate grants two fcud::ttory 

families Lokan:lIh and Ihe Ratas arc known who ruled rn Tripura- oakJlah regions and most probably 

\\cre ule feudaton~s of Khadgas who later became i ndependl:n~. After them Ihl! I)evas. the kings of 

Hankf!llI. the Chmltlrll.l' Jnd the Varnlllm ruled in succeSSion. From the disintegration of the Gupta empire 

dO\\t1 to the eOl1l lllg of the SCllas thiS part of Bcng:tl (sout·heast) \\as ncvcr OCCUP II,."(i b~ nonh and west 

Bengal 

Durlllg the middh.: of the Sixth century CEo Gauda was under rhc lalcr GUpt:lS. they were at war with the 

Maukhnrics Takmg Ihls opportunity Mahas.JJ11anta of the Gupta kings of Magadha-Malava. Sasanka 

occup.cd thc Gauda. somctllnc before 6U6CE Sasanka established himself as an IIldcpcndcnt ruler of 

Gauda maklllg Karn::tsUvi'1rna Ius capital After the later Guptas thrcc rulers of Gauda·Bengal issued COIllS 

but onl} III gold The~ an.: Jay:maga, Samacardeva and Sasanka. Many of their gold coins have becn 

found. from d.tTcrr:nt paris of Bcngal J
\ They arc of the 144 grains standard but much dcbascd 

Fc\\ kings allel Samach.undcva Issued a large number of gold corns found in S::tbhar and Kotalipara 

n,cse COIll$ ;UC Illllch dcbasc.:d and crude. Imltalll1& the Gupta gold corns of U1C archer typc These COlliS 

:lrt: found somctllnel' :llong \\1111 thc CQIIlS of Sasanka :lIld Sham:lch::tradc\ Onl ~ two namcs of kings frOIll 

these coins hn\ c bl"..,,;n asc~rt:uncd ·Prithu\'t(ra)J3 and lIdhanyaditya.J(i Th(..'Se two and COIllS of unccrt::t lll 

Ilamcs \\ere m OSt probabl~ ISSUed tn the V::tnga arCJ after GopachandaraJ1 

'I Ramcsh Chuudt<1 MUJuliidar. lJallJ!ladtf.\htf"lflh(J~. (in Bangla)Vol. 1. Calcutta: General Printers and Publishcrs 
Pvt. Lid llJ<J2 . P 17 
.: HB.l.pp.5n·52 

'. Ibid. p. 52 
\1 hihas. p ISO 
\I lVRM. Vol. I. P:1T1 I p "7. 
\j. B.N. MukherJce opillcd Ihat the rc;'lding of Ihe naillc is wrollg. it 'should now be :Ittributed 10 VlISU\'arm:l or 
Vasuvarm:lu He could ha\c bcCUIl successor or DC"3 V,ulI1:1n ill intcrnlia S(lInalma' See B.N Makherjee. PO.I·/ , 

e iuplft ('II/IW1!l' \ ,.r U('n,,-111 (hcnceronh P G Coi nagcs). Calcutta. Coin Study Ci rele. 1\)!S9. P. 18. 
I HB I.rr ti \.ti J 
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Gupta cams had consldcrabk: mOucncc on the comage of the later period. MaUll), the archer type of Gupla 

COJilS \\cre lJ1lJl:ued b~ some known and unknown klJ1~ of south-cast Bengal A f:url)' la rge number of 

Im ll::l1 ions of Gupta gold coms have come 10 light 111ese imitations wcre nOI 3 slaVIsh copy of the Gupla 

gold cams, but \\ere a bu different 10 desIgn, pan lcu l:uly on the reverse a Sl .... or eight anncd goddess was 

depIcted and then: \\CTI.! subtle dlfTerences in the execution of the st3ndlllg kJllg 1'. All these show the 

prolongt.-d lJ1nuene\.' of Gupta cOllInge dUring subseCllIcnt periods in Bengal 

After the death of Sasank:t in 637·38 the political condition of Bengal became chaotIC and anarchy 

prevailed up 10 the emergence of I'ala n ile. For ncarly hundred years Bengal IS again III the gnp of 

Mal:,'hanyay "as spil l 1I1) IOta small pnncipalities who quarreled with one another 

In the mlddlc of thc clghth century Pala rule was estabhshl.:d in Gauda ehmin:ttlllg the anarch). peace and 

prospcrn~ of Ihe counl~ W:lS restored Some of the P31a klllgs eXlended 111I.::;r sway beyond the IIl1lllS of 

Bcngal "I and the) ruled for nearly four hundred years. 11,eir rule ends ci r"l 1140 · 55CE to give wa) to 

the Sellas III Bengal. Some Pala ruler temporarily extended their sway up to south-cast Bengal. I.! g 

Malllp3la I-Ij· 

Most probabl~ durlllg Pala rull! Ihl! country's economy was agam lumt.'d 11110 a non~m based sys(cm. 

From thiS period no coin from Bengal IS found and most probably kaurr was the on l ~ medIum of 

exchange Though a t: IX! of silvcr com of Sri [ligr{/ rypc and :l fe\\ copper coms arc tentatively assigned 

10 the earl~ Pala empire. scholars have raised questiOns abou t thcm. Because the so-caHed Sri VJgr(1 type 

COUlS an: "'CI') fc\\ and c:umol b) :my mca.ns be detillltcly Identified With Pain rule. According to Abdullah 

Faruq that slh cr \\as Imponed from outside and It would not been possible 10 Import si lver for ccrtalll 

rcason and probabl) :;In economiC upheaval happened du ring this time, because afterwards gold coins 

were also eompletcly disappea red and kOlm was current as medium of e.xchange.!l . 

With the fall of the Palas in the late eleventh centul') Hemanta Sena, a feudatory of Palas established hiS 

own rulc TIlls famll~ nlled up to the middle of the thirteenth century in Bikrampur are.1 Bijoy ena, son 

of Hemanta Sena conquered almost the whole of Bengal. The famous Lakshman Sena the fourth ruler of 

the dynast~ \\;15 defeat\:d b) Bakhllyar Khalji In 1205CE. which paved the way of the Muslim rule III 

Bengal The Pabs and Senas were powerful rulers no doubt but no metallic coins, which C:ln be assigned 

to both tIH.:se periods. II;}\ c ~ ct been found 

Dllfll1g Palrt nile their contemporaries In south-c::lsi BenS::l1 I e, in Sammata there were Ihf' Devos who 

ruled roughl~ bet\\een 750 and 800CE. Before them Vadras, Khadgas. Rata.\' and Ihe /Om/I)' of Loknalh 

ruled in Samat:lla " hllc III Ihe northern pan of Bengal the Gauda region was on the grip of anarchy . The 

.\1< PG cOlllage PI' 21 - 24 
1'1 Prama Sampada. pp 1 :; -1 6 . 
.1<1 R.K. Sharma. ~ D;lkshlll-PlIrba Bangjer Pal:! Shasak kc"(in Bangia) Proceedings of the Tenth Hislo!) 
Congress1ll,Dhaka ' Sangladcsh I{ihas Parisad. 1977. pp. 28·35 
41 Abdullah ra ruq. iJ(lIlgl(l(iI!sher ArlhOlloillc1liha." (Economic History or BlilIsladc.'ih ) Dhaka: University Book 
Society. Second cd (lI)K1) Il~1 B S P 195 
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k1llgs of f/arJi(I.'/" mk:d 111 the nillth century CE .. the Chandras ruled betwccn Circa 900· 1 U45CE and the 

V(mnanl ndi:d bl.:!\\1.:1.:1l el rca I O~O-11 50C~1 111 S3mata!:) . Which IS compnsed of prcsent -day Nookhali , 

FCIII . Lakahl1llpllr. Chrlndpur and Camilla dlstncts of Bangladesh~l 

It IS cunous I.: l\ough that the great Pala rulers of north-westen Bengal did not Issue M )' metallic COins. the 

rulcrs of \ anous d) na5tu;.s III the south-c<lSt issued coins on a regular basis. The Dt;vas stnlck gold COinS 

\\ith the clHthet Sn-Vcmga/a Ml'Igonka and several of their gold coins were discovered from the Comilla­

M:mtamat l area. frorn the crlp"a1 of the Dcva$, Dcvapan'ata 14, St;veral post Gupta gold COlliS of later 

succeSSive: dl.'basl:d metal rand poorly c:<ccuted deSign have been discovered from the e;'Icav:nions at 

Mnmal1lau (Cotllllla region) J\ All these gold cams may tx: asSigned to the rulers of Samatata, south-<:ast 

Bengal 

Among the Khadga kll1gs Deva !<had&:!_ Rajabhata and Bahbhata ISSUed gold coins followlIlg the Gupta 

imitation of archer t~ I)t;"" Among thc Ratas Jivadharanarata and Sndharanarata issued gold COIllS A kmg 

standmg \\Ilil a 00\\ on Ihe obverse and a slx·.mned standing. goddess on the re\'crse~? i.e an imitation of 

the Gupta archer type Devakhadga also issued coins of the same archer I)'pe III gold 1)111 \\Ith some 

minute differences Sometimes the goddess has eight hands and the object held by her dlffcrs4lI
, Some 

Hankela gold comS have also been found from excavations of Salban V.hara III Mamamati. dated to Circa 

81h centu f) CE B N MukharJee thinks 11.e types were borrowed from the sil ver coinage of Harikcla,.l'). 

MukharJee opll1es that by the end of the 7th centu ry CE or early 8th century CE the gold comage of 

Samatata ended and a pure slhcr currency linked up \\li th the Harikcla "'as adoptcdlO
, amalata was thc 

main an.";) of CIrculation of the "klllg ~ archer and st:tnding goddess" type of gold com Thc \wight of the 

COIllS range from:; (, to S 7 grams 1l1e} Tlla~ hs\c been struck of the 50 ratl \\elght standard :lI1d ma~ be 

taken asurdh(l or ha1fs:naman:l followlIlg A S Altekar' l. 

The Cho.ndr:ts came to po\\er III the lust quarter of the nimh cemury CE They had :1 long reign and 

Vikrampur \\;L., dlclr calli tal On,ey had some powerful rulers who were rc,.:sponsiblc for issulllg rcgll la rl ~ a 

type of slh er COIll \\ith recumbent bull in one side and tripartite symbol (Tnratna) on the other Side \\ Ith 

sun and 11100n symbols TI1csc COlliS arc found abluldantly from OIC Comilla region through excavations 

and casual diggIngS T\\o hundred and twenty four sil ver coins were discovered from the excavations at 

Shalban Vlh:lr.1 111 M:lma.mall It is the only known place to have yielded COIllS in scientific excavatIons, 

and arc popular l ~ kno\\ n as Main:ullati Si lver coms, likewise the gold coins of Snmtata arc generally 

}..nO\\n lS to. 1JII1lllll1i gold coms Thcse Mamamlti silvt!r cams bear on Ihe obverse a.bovc the bul l. a 

,= Abdul MOIiIlII Ch:Hldhllf) . D~ nastic Hi.\lIJry (}18~fl1!a(, D:lcc-r ASlallc Society of Ba ngladeslt 19(.7 . pp 14.l 
1.1 P G Coimlgcs. p I Ii 
I(, M Hanlllur Rashid. M(lIIlnmnli p . .l9.50 
~. Ibid, p.3K. 
~~ Ibid. P 31) 
.... Ibid . P 2~ . 
'" Ibid. P 2'.1 
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legend. \\h lch h,l~ been \anOtish n.::ld as 'Van Kn~a' Yankfl)a. Hankotn . Can Kala. panketa or Pattlkera. 

B N MlikharJCt: IHOpOSI:S lh:1I some: of the COUlS shou ld be rcad as Hankcla or Hankela He also OPIIl-xl 

that the I...mgdolll of Hankel;\ eXisted III the Chillagong region and sometimes extcnded up to Si rhatta 

mandala These silver spec lcs must be relnted to the silve r coins of Chandra dynasty of Arakan\! But 

Kamrunl1l sn has nghth pomtcd out that " The number of Ihese coins ( 'lalOwatl coms) and th l,,: lT 

assoclah.:s. find-spot ~\Ild other eVidence. strengthe.n the view thai Ihese \\ere issued locally b) a 

sumcicntl~ pO\\ crful rind prosperous dynasly of Independent rult::rs and not Imported from Arakan"\\ 

From the dlslIlI cgrntlol1 of the Gupt~\ Empire. down 10 the Scnas, soulh-cast Beng:ll was nevcr OCCUpied by 

north and \\CSI BI.!-ng,."'ll. In south- C<LSt Bengal the Khadgas, the Ratas, the Dev:as, the rulers of Hankela. the 

Chandras. and thc Vannans nlled in succession and most of thclIl issued coins. The COIl1S of these 

Sam:1t.ll.l k1l\gs prob:1bh eXisted lip 10 the merger " 1th the kingdom of the Sultans of Bengal llle 

Issuance of COlliS 011 a n:gular basts by the Samat:1t:1 kings IS also supported by circumst:lntlall.!vldencc of 

the I)craod B!.:ngai \\3S known to the Arab traders :1t lC:lst III the 10th CCllCUI') :1nd some Abbasid gold and 

silver coms \\cn,: :l1so dlscoven:d from the Smat:1l:1 are.1. A gold coin of lhc last Abbas ld Khalifa AI 

MUSlasl111 8111nh of Baghdad was discovered from Mninamati and also coins ofthef.,mous Harunar Rashid 

of B3ghdod \\erl,,: reco\ !.:ro,,:d from Paharpur. nod pro\'ldc !.:vldencc of Arab trad!.: with Be.ng:J1 0) then , 

Bengal was most prob:1bly hnked \\< Ith lhe maratunc illlcmational tr:ldc of Ihe route \\hlch e:.:tcnded 

ulfough thl,,: Ar::.bian Sea and Indian Occ..11l up to CllIR:\. 

In the carl ~ tillftccnth ccntu!) Mu izzuddm Muhrunad bin Sam's empm.: extt.'llded from Ghazna III 

AfghalUstan to G:tuda-Vcrndra ill Bengal. llle first Mushm march happened In the middle of Ranl:ldan 

60 I AH corn;spondmg to Ma~ 1205CE "hen the Turkish general Bakhuyar KhalJI by defe:lting Lakslunan 

Sen captured adl~.1 :ll1d G:1l1da
q 

Bnkhtlyar as a subordinate officer of Qurbuddlll Aibak \\ ho "as the 

\ ICC regal n.:prcsellt:\II\C of MU lzzudd lll Muhamad bin Sam, Bnkhtl)'ar Issucd the gold com to 

commemorate the "dCtOr. of Gaud:t from Bcngal m the. n;-U11e of Muh:unm:ld bm Sam TIllS IS the first 

Muslim com of Bcnga l, and a eom based cconom) was resumed after a long interval. After the 1lt.'\V 

conquest b~ the Muslims. Bengal ex.pcnenccd a baSIC change In Ole economy. New construction of 

rel igIOUS blllldUlgs like Mosque. MadJ;lsah and Khanqahs, and non religiOUS activity the bUlldmg of 

mfrastructure rO:1ds. bndges. garri sons create a mobility In the economic field after a long St:1tlC pcnod in 

Bengal 

o COi ns of the Sen:t period ha\ c tX.'cn discovered yet II IS :t known f3ct Ih:11 the prelim Ill:!!)' COIOS of a 

ne\\ I~ conquered land a l\\a~ follows till: c.xistlllg coin of the. land. But Bakhtiycr did not find :1 protot)1)e 

III Bengal. rather h!.: issued coins follo\\Ulg the indigenous weight standard of tola weighl of 175 gr:1ms. 

'I A S Altekar. lilt, C 'f/lIIU,\!(' '" Iht' (i/fp/(I I' "'plre ({/I,d /1\ Inlilallt.lfIs) . Banarns Nu nusnmtl c Socic1\ of 111dla. 
1 1J7~ .P.H~ 

.: B N MukherJcc. ~Thc Ongilla l TerritoI') of Hankel;]", Bangladesh Lalit Kala (Joumal of the Dacca Museum). 
Dacca, 1\,175. Vol I. No I. P 117 
<1 JVRM. Vol l. Part I p 52 

15 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



UltLll1atcl~ tills \\ clght standa rd \\as adoptcd by the Deihl 'ultans for thclr n~Ltlonal coinage of India, and 

was follo\\ lo;d b~ Ihl; Suns and Mughals fight up to thl; Bntlsil nLl e Therdorc. It \\as llakJltl) ar KhalJI 

\\'hO no! onl~ rCllltrodllccd a rc!)ul:1r com based econolll) III Bengal but should bc glvcn credit fo r 

IIllroeucll1g the ta la \\ clght standard III Bengal and a COIll economy whIch never ce~\.!icd . Bu t it took m:arly 

one hu ndn.:d ~ C::HS to •• :stabhsh a firmly COlli based economy III the whole of Bengal. Although dunng the 

first phasc of thc Muslim conqucst thclr Sul tana! was confim:d 111 thc north and north wcst Bengal BUI 111 

the end of the thirteenth c .... ,\tu~ Ihc \\hole Bengal was under the Muslim rule. And probably With the 

possession of the ClHttagong port winch \\35 connccH .. -d wLth the internatIonal mantunt trade routc up to 

China, the l"Conom~ of Bengal got a momentum C OIll based conunerce and trade flouri shed \\hlch 

facilitated the Io:stabhshment of the coinage system of Beng:lI on a finn footing, But in thc carly pettod 

\\hlle Bcngal \\as a pro\ lIlcc of the Deih, Sultanat, problems of conquest, consolidation. :tdnllnistration 

and organization 111 an ahen country. It took time to take proper shape It \\ as on I)' after the mdependencc 

of Bcngal III 1337 CE that the curn;nc~ s)'stem \ \as established . Though sOllie sporadIC ~1tIl!mplS were 

made Io:arher b~ SOI111: I.k nga l go\Crnors or adventures to s.hake off Delhi 's hold and dccl:trc mdel)Cndcnce 

and stnklllg coms m thclr own namc.like Ali Mardan. h\ad, Yuzbak these \\Io:re short lived and could not 

Ica\c an~ pcmlam.:nt IIlflucnce on Bengal ,,'Conomy or the currency and COlllage system. In the coinage 

system of Ihc sub· continent Bengal played a great rolc. While Delhi was follOWing the COUlagC system of 

Shaills and J)ftlhnwll,\' and Lakshml rypl! Indmn COmS. Bcngal issued the 'Gauda Vijoyc' coin With Muslim 

and TurJ...l sh d emcnts Bengal ollcred the lola standard wcighl for the coinage system of Deihl Again the 

type mlroducoo b~ I\\ ad 111 BcngaJ, for his mdependent coins, has been adopted by the DeUlI Sultan 

Iitutmish for hIS Delhi coms Still it was during the mdcpcndcnt mle of Benga l that the comage s)stem get 

a 11 10:\\ shape nnd 1001. \\hlch could be Identified as Bengal cOlllagc W I[h rcgular metal wl!lght and 

inScri ptions or legends 

" ParmC$\\,1n Lal Gupta. ~Thc date of Bakh\l~a r KhalJ l's OCcup;lIlon orGuudaM
, ./t1U/, Vol -I 1975-76, 1).31 

16 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



Challter 2 

Coins of Bengal as:1 Prov ince of th e Delh i Sull a n91 

The vista of the MuslUll conquest of Bengal opens with the advent of Muh:.unmad Bakhtlyar !<haJji al 

Nacllya III 601/1205. which he OCCUPied after auacklll& and casJiy defeating thl; ruling klllg 

Lakshmanse"a ' Muh;lInmad Bakhtlyar. an adventurer commander. was sub~rdinn.tc to Qutb ud dill 

Albak \\ho \\3S a \Ic.,;ro~ III India under MUlzzuddm Muhammad bin Sam. Sultan of Ghor. After (hiS 

\r I CIO~ 'He (BakhIL~3rl Slopped only for a few days at Nudlya to collect booty ... and swept forward to 

strike at Gau(! He conquered Gouda In 60 lAH Thus Bengal was anncxlo-d as 3 province of the Delhi 

Sultanat 

carl~ for UILI,.' and half cc.:ntum:s. from 6Q IAH to 731)1 1205 - 1336 Bcng.'11 n;:1ll311lcd a pro\UlCC In fc:llll) 

some sporadiC :mcmpts \\ere made to scp:mlte thiS region from the Suhanat durmg this period by ccrla1l1 

govemors \\heneH:r ther got the opportunity to do so and struck COinS and rcrtd the Khu!bah In their O\\n 

names Ho\\evcr. the\ \\cre subjugated by the Deihl Sultans 

Strikltl& eoms and fCadmg /JJJ.Zi!bah during Frida}' prayers were the prerognti"cs of an independent Sultan 

:tnd the IIl slgllla of hI S soverelgnt)' Therefore. we find COinS from Bengal beanng lhe n~mcs of Deihl 

Sultans. but struek b~ their appointed go\'cmors. Some of the coins have only the !lames of the Ddlll 

Sultans lclassliicd as group A) . some have the gowmors along with those of Ute contemporary sultans 

(group B). $O111l.' coms h:l\e the names of the go\cmors onl). who had tried to make themselves sovereign 

(group C) So. Iht: coms ISSUed from Bengal dunng the penod mentioned above ma)' be diVided 11110 11m.'!! 

groups. calkd ABC n:speCII\'el) The last group mcludcs the governors appointed b} the Delhi sulfans 

and those \\ ho gal no appommcllls but assumed the po\\cr on their own 

Out of 1\\1,;111~ -51' gO\ crnors an i) clght struck coins as so\'creigns Of theIr COIllS only gold and Sliver arc 

kl1o\\ 11 Gold COlliS arc clasSllied as Type A llnd silwr COll1S as Type B 0 CaUlS of th iS carl) penod 

issued III 311\' olhcr met31 have been found 

' Hllil p~ 
: IbId, p X 
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Group A COlliS 01 th l.: Deihl Sultans Issued b) the rcspccll vc Bengal governors There arc clgltt ultaus 

\~ hosc coms J.n: )..no\\11 from Bcng.ll 111cyarc 

Sultan MlJl Zuddlll MlJh:unm~d bill Sam (Sul lan ofGhor) 

2 5ull:lll hallIsuddlll IltlIlllllsh (SUhrul ofOclh1) 

3 Sultan Ruknuddm Fl ruz (Sultrul of Dellti) 

4 Sultan lalalatuddtn R:Jdl~:Jh (Sultan of Deihl) 

5 ullan Alauddm M:lSud (Sultan of Delhi) 

t; Sult:)n N3slnlddm Mallmud (Sult:m of Deihl) 

1 Sult...ln Ghl ~:1£udd l l1 Balban (Sullan of Dt:lhi) 

~ Sultan Muh:unnmd bll1 Tughlaq (Suhan of Ocllll) 
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A I. Coins of Mu hammad Bin Sam 599 - 602/1202 - 1206 

Muslim numIsmatic aCI I\ It) It1 Bengal bcgllls wIth !.hI.: VlctO!)' ovcr Nad')I(1 (md (jallr by Bakhtlyar KhalJI 

III 60 111205 CommclIloralmg th is historic event h~ Issued gold COinS from (iaur. "and mSUluted thcrc Ill, 

e'vc!,) part . the rC:ld mg of the Khll!bah and the commg of money'" But whether he read the Khll!hah and 

ISSUed COUlS 111 his o\\n name or m the namc of Sultan MUlzzuddin Muhammad bin Sam \\ as a matter of 

cOlltelUlon among medll.:\;)1 and modem histOrians" TIle dISCOvery of a sold com has ~hmllla ll.:d thiS 

controvel"S) 1111.: gold com. \,llIch commemorates the victory o\\;r Gaur. IS no\\ pr(!5crved III the Bntlsh 

Museum' II IS an IrO\1~ that :1 duplicate Con1JllCll10ratlve com was 1l0tICt.'d and published b) H N Wrrght 

as early as 193(jCE" But a part ial blur In !.he coin Il,;gcnd kept !.his contention alive till recently. This com 

IS preserved in the atlollal Museum Delhi , and the British Museum coin is a die dupliC3tc of the Delhi 

piece A third COlli of thIS I) pe IS In the SmIthsonian Museum. in USA 

Bcngal COIilS of Muh~t1Irn:ld bill Sam arc of three types, all are of gold and of 1\\ 0 denominatIons 

Type A: Gold Coinage 

T'ocAI . G<MD.r~ 

In commemoratIon of the conquest of (jclllr the com \\as ISSUOO In the name of Muhammad bill Sam On 

thc ob',e(se thl,; dlig~ of a horseman CC-rtauti) lI1dltaieS Ihe portrM of Suhan MUlzzuddlll Muhammad bill 

Sam He IS sho\\n \\~lrtnS:l longjllhba (Iumc) and turban, The CIrcular legend on the obverse margin is 

rn Ar:lblc SJH! the 1\\0 \\ords GO/ufa Vljoye which are III Dc:vnagrl. whi ch IIldicate that. Ihe COIl1 was 

Issued on the occasion of the conqul,;st of riO/u)a1 The ArabIC lcgl:nd is t1 mlll1fl9'il rama~/ii" .\'(lIlah abaci 

wa .HUIt ImYtlh ' 111 the mldd ll: Ramadan the year 60 I' i C II reveals that the conqucst of GOllcla took pl:lcC 

III lhe Imd·Ramadan. (,0 11120 

Thl." (I,;\ crsc legend IS III ArabiC and IS in Naskh style 11le re\'ersc discloses thc name of Sultan 

Murzzuddm Muhanuu:ld bll1 Sam with the title as S"IIaff 1/" mu 'anam in fi ve hnes. as SU/fan'l/l . . 
mil 'U;;(1111 !\{IfI~ I/d dllll.ltl 14(IU tlln ahlj '/ mUlaffar Mllhammad hm SOm. ~hc great Sultan prestige of the 

\\orld and the relIgion fa lhl,;r of \ ICIOr: Mohammad bill am' We have no Idea as 10 whether the local 

1 MlIlhaJ'I .SmIJ 1 "h(lf(rI/ . ,- \ ·tum. Eng. millS H, G Ra\'en~. Ca lcutut: AslBt ic Soclct~ of Ben~al . 18X I. (repri lll 
Nell Dei hl. )1)711) Vol l. (hencefonh T,N). p.5S,) , 

, Nll1tmuddll1 Ah mad c:lIegonCllll) stales that Bitkhliya r llsed a canopy as ;\ symbol or royaH) . had the A'I/urbah 
recited and com 1l1ll1led 111 Iu s own name: Khwajah Niaulluddin Ahmad. Ihe Tflbtl'lf1t-l-Akbflri. Vol. I. Eng Iran 
Br:IJcndr<lIlath Dc. ed . CalCuli;) Asiatic Siciet)' of Bengal. 1927. (henceforth T.4) . p 51 
• Journal of the NlltIlLSll1cllC Society of Indi:1 (hel1eefonh .IN .... ·!). Var,\I\asi. vol .'\'\ '\\. 11)13. pp. 1 %-7. Journal or Ihe 
V;lrendm Rcsc;lrch Museum. Rajshuhi.lhcllccforth JI 'RM). \'01. iv. 1975-76. p.34. 
" H Nelson WnghL 7111' ('mnnge and ~ felr%gv oflhtt Sl/lt(Jn.~ of Delhi. (hencefonhC ·oU/axd-. p.6. COIil no, JA . 
. J'·RJ/. Vol h . P ;~ . P L Gup!a. "On Ihe date or lhe hOrscm3111YPC of coi n of Muhammad bin Sam".JNS/. X)(;I."\ III . 
pp86-87 
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cngravers \\en; emplo~l.:d for thiS task or Bakhllyar had with him any anlSaJl brought from outside The 

\'elght of th~ com IS II 17 gm . which IS inconsislent with the fola wClght stnndard of 96 rtlfft.'f. lllC mmt 

IS nOt mel1llon~d 011 th ... · com and provenance of the COUlS is not known But from the Nagrt II.:Sl.:nd (jour 

vljuy(' It C'U1 be Sli mmed that th!; coin was issued from GilUr (Cat. no, I) Only thr!;!; coins ofTypc A I a rc 

kno"',n and cach bears the same legend. 

T,pc A2 Gold I/.,," T;mk.l 

The ob\crse benl"S t h~' cmg~' of a horseman to left brandishing aloft a mace In 1115 right hand 11lC marglnn l 

h:gcnd IS not ckal' Thl.: fC' I! rsc bears the namc of Muhammad bm Sam in Nagrl script 111 three Imes 

Weight of this I ~ P!; \n nl.:S from 2 29 gm . 10 2 30gll1s (Cat. no 2) 

Tvpc A;\ Go!f! 1J4lt1 T;mka 

The obH;rsc bC~lIs an I.!flig~ ofa charglllg horsclllnn (like Type A2) with :l lnncc on the right The ci rcu lar 

Nog" legcnd IS nOI dlsllnct 

TIlc feverSI! bears till.: name of the Sultan in Ambic in fou r lines (Cat. no. 4) 

The IIl lpOnanc..: of the (jOlltio Vl)nyc com IS manifold It marks the bcgmJUng of rene\\oo numismatic 

actl ' It~ III Bcng.ll aftcr a long mten'al of at least five hundred years Moreover. it was tile m.udcn issue as 

far as the Musll1l1 nunlismatlcs of Bengal IS concemcd The words in the Nag,., script Gou(ia Vi}()ye 

mdlcatc Ih:1I II "as stnlC I. III (jim ,. on thl! occasIon of Its conquest and that Bakhtlyar was the Issuer. n,e 

com also lest lll \!.<; 10 Ius l oY~III~ to IllS master Muhammad bin Sam agamst whom he did not revolt 

although th~ 7 {lhakaH·Akbflri mentions that he 3Ssumcd indepcndl.:l1l status. The COIll IS a 

conunemoratl\!; one COnfi m\1tlg the date of the conquest of G(I/ufo'. which happened In the mIddle of 

Ramadan. 6(J I AH as coll finm.:d by P. L. Gupta". 

Thus the ISSUI! sets at ICSt all the contentlons of the hi stOrians about the dale and year of the conquest of 

(jOllr and also :lbout the ISSUIng of coms b)' !l lieutenant on behalf of a sovereign ruler It IS a bilingual 

com havmg ArabiC and lJevflagn scripts. The latter proves that the script W;lS prevalent III and around 

(;(/U,. at the IUnc of Ihe conquest. The effigy of a horseman IS not very common for a Musljm coin, It IS a 

small pu.:ce of !I n as \~dl The coin not on ly depicts the image of th l.: Sultan bUI :lIsa provides 

docum~nt:l" ~\ Idl.!ncc of the costume of a Muslim soldier of th IS period. ThiS horseman t) pc COul also 

rl.:f1ecls the I1mo\ all \l.: I)O\\er of the early Muslim rulers. 3S lhere were then no COIllS III Circulation 111 

Bengal. " IHCh could hn\1: been accepted as a model for their coinagc'o. This horseman type was follo\\l(."<1 

b~ Ihe SUCCCSS I\ l' rulers. n::und~ Ali Mardan and Shams ud din Ihutmish for tllcir Bengal coins. None of 

J T.4. \01 I. P 5\ 
" JNSI.\OI "" . PIl 2 10·111. 
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Ihe Deihl Sull:Uls Simek coms In thI s model and the effigy of the C'JlCluif(ln(l horseman is qUite different 

from that of thc Bcngal t~ I)C horseman. So It can be sunntscd safel) that tlus horseman type ongmated In 

Bengal I1ldcpcndl,,;ntl~ . nlc CCllIrJl ASl:'ln experience of the Khaijls was probably behllld this ISS lLC It also 

rem mds the lllorchl1lg horsemcn of the advance party of Bakhtiya r, popularly belivcd to be eighteen In 

numbcr ll FLII .. II ~ the (iall~a VI}O}'f com of Bakhllyar sct the weight of Muslim coms for the; lirsl time In 

the 10/0 weIght st:mdard of mdlge;nous ongin. which was adopted by subse;qucnt Deihl Suhans 

n e second c:ucgol) of horseman type (Type A2) coin (gold) of lowe;r denomination came to light In 

1 1)~4 Thl.; COILl \\3S Issw.:d In the n.3Jlle of Muhammad bin Sam but the minI and dale could not be 

dcclphcn.:d due to the IIleglbl l it ~ of the marginal legend. But Gupta stales tllal Ihe provenance of thiS coin 

IS eastern Bengal i! Then on Ihe basiS of provenance il may be assumed Ihal the coin was struck from 

Gelllr Moro,er the l~pC of horseman depicted on this coin h:lS no simila.rity with coins of northern India 

Ie Chat.hana horseman nor even with the horseman of Typc A I. sull there arc certmn subtlc 

resL:mb lanc~s If \\e accept the, 1\..'" that thc:sc COIllS " cre produced III Bcngal thcn It is c"ldcnl from their 

cmg~ thai the cngr:l\crs of full Tanka (rypt: A I) 3Ild fracclonal T:lnk:ls (Type A2 3nd A3) ,'crc nOI from 

the sa111!; school 

The "cight slandards of these coms are 2.30gms. which is simi lar to the Lndian coms. SILII It has somc 

connection \\ Ith the COIilS of Ali Mardan Khalji. which arc of the same weight standard, and there IS no 

doubt that Ih!; COIllS of All Murdan \\cre bems Issued from Bengal Although the Arabic engraving of 

these cams h:l:'. 110 resemblance 10 the GOlldo VIjClye cams slllI the style of rcndenng thc :llphabct noon In 

Ihc ,'ord ' Sul\5n ' of both thc COIllS arc alike (Gouda Vljoye :lnd above coin Type 2) ·nlereforL:. there an; 

cc-rtam snnd;ll1tu.:S and (.lissillu l;lritics belw~n these twO types of coins and ,\t! an! not in :1 positlOll \\ ith 

our present mforll1at lull 10 :lceepl T>'pc A2 and A3 COinS as Ihe product of GO/lr IIII1lI or issues of Bengal 

\\llh certall1 [~ Thcrcfore. untd a coin With a finn date :lnd mim is found these COinS may be regarded as 

unasslgncd COUlS of Muhallullad bill Sam 

No u\scnption of Bakhti ~ ar ' s period has come to light yr.:t Therefore. the only positive record of the 

c\cntfu l \ ictol) 0 1 cr (i(lIIdn is preserved by the GatuJa Vijoye coin, 3 numislll:ltic evidc.ncc of significant 

Illlport:lJlCC 

I" luut:1tlng the prenullllg COlli I) pc IS very much evidellt elsewhere outside Beug;tJ. 
" HB .. lI , p 
1= P L Gupta. "Horscman T~ p: Tnnkllhs of MuhanuII;)d bUl alll~ . N UmmllQllC /JIg'!" (hcncefonh V/)). , . I YK(I. 
N:ISlk 1 ndllln II1SIIIIIIC of Research III NumismatiC Studies. Milhmshlra, India, p 107 
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A 2. Sul HHI Sha ms ud din IIlulmish 607 - 633/ 1211 - 1235 

Before Iitutnush Qutb lid dill Albak alld Ar3m huh reigned III Deihl Iltulnllsh asccndcd the lhrone of 

Deihl III (,117112 11 :md rClgned for 23 years upto 633/1235. Thc first [\~O successors of MUlz-ud-dm 

Muhammad Ghun at Odhl. QUlb ud dill Albak and Aram Shah did not issue any coins in their names For 

the prune lask of consolidation of the newly conquered country they did not feci the need to orgamzc lhe 

currcnc\ S\ Slem E\en Illutllllsh had no chance ofthink.lll& of It Just after his ascension and had 10 dept;nd 

upon the prevalent currenc) system Introduced by Muhammad Ghun o unng the weak rule of Amm 

shah. IItutnllSlfS pn:decl.!.Ssor. most of the dlstanl land had gone oul of colll roi. And he had 10 reconquer 

not ani) Ihose tcrn lorll;S but also to pacify other claimants of the Sultanat like Yalduz and Qubacha. 

nlcrcfore. he had to depend on the preva iling currency of Delh,wab· But it was Iltutmish \\.ho 

rt:orgalll l.cd the cOl1lage aftcr Ghlln and struck coins from scveral mints IIlcludlIlg Bengal. His earliest 

coms \\cn,: stnle!. III bilion :lIld copper Aftemards hc also struck coins III gold and silver HIS gold COlllS 

arc found onl~ from the Bengal mml, (j(/Il~(I and Silver cams arc reported from Delhi and Bengal mints ') 

H,s earllcst COIllS from Bengal are of gold and Silver dated in 614/1217 ISSUed by thc Benga l govcOlor 

' I\\ad from (if/mil, It contmued up to 6 16112 19 before ' Iwad 's declaration of Independence III 6 l6AH. 

·h\ad ISSUI,;d Slh ..:: r COIl1S m hiS own name as a sovereign ruler of Bengal. In 622/ 1225 bell\g freed from 

hiS north westt:nl troubles IItutmish lumed hiS attention to\\ards south, his Bcngal affairs. Bengal stili an 

mdcpcndcnl stale ru led b~ · Iwad ' reacilly submitted to hml A treaty matcnahscd, ·'wad accepted to pay 

an indemllll~ and /sbll!hoh and !1'ikkc were again issued in thc namc of OeUli SUitaJI14 Roma iyogi 

proposes that a slhcr COIl1 of IIl.utnllsh daled 622AH bears both the names of IItutmish and ·Iwad on the 

same com If Ihl s cOI1jeclul"3l readmg of I l~oSl IS taken 10 be correct tha I II \\111 also be an addtlonal 

support In fa\ our of thl! c\ellt I~ But soon afkr thiS · 'wad shook a ll' the allegiance and ousted the Sultan's 

govemor Alauddlll Jam from Bihar 111 623AH. In 62411227 Prmce Naslnlddll1 marched ag:u nst ' h\a.d. 

dcf(~lCd hlln ;md he \\as slam aSlruddin Malmllid took o\ cr the charge of go\'eOlorslllp of Bengal 

Agalll coms began to be ISSUed from Bengal mmt mthe n3111!! of the Delhi Sultan IItutmish 

Iltutmlsh· s Bengal COlliS 1110'1) be di vided mto two major groups (A) Gold coms (B) Sll vcr coms 

Probabaly no COIllS of copper or billon or denominational coms of silver were ISSUed from Bengal 

IltuUlllsh·s gold COIIlS afC found only from the Bengal mint of Gaur, Only h\ O of his gold COUlS hav..: been 

dlsco\crcd so far and :it'(': of 1\\ 0 types Thesc afe coins of 'horseman type', modeled after 'Gauda Vijoyc' 

coins of Mlihanun~d bill Sam and COIl1S or · All Mardan. struck by the Bt:ngal govcrnor ' Iwad III the n:1IllC 

1 \ CUInn}! •• pp I ~ _ 21 
111'X.(R ;l\ cn~).p fi lo 
I' Ronla Nl\ oSI. ~ A lll l1QIlC COIll rrOI11 Bellgal a lld a fC\'icw of Iwad's careerM, JNS/. XL. 1978, pp -12 - 4 1 &. 5 t 
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of IllutnHsh One of the coms was acqui red by the American umismatic Society (ANS). Washlllgton 

DC , the other IS III Ihl." collection of Kai ser Fnedrlch Museum (KFM), Berlm/l> 

Type A : Gold Coi ll 

T\pc; AI Gold I j'lnka 

"me obverse bears the effigy of a horscman to left. in a circle, and the circula r marginal Icgend coint3111s 

the Kallma. IIlstnHllcnt of faith of the Muslims, and the date fl:ii ilalUl iIIaf Alfii/lll MIJ~ammad/tr RasuJ 

Alliih, balOrilsb I(mall urha ' '"wara fWD ,IItiU ml)'<lhj ' there is no God but Allah, Muhanunad His apostle. 

dated the year six hundred and founeen ' , 

TIle re\ersc bears In a dotted circle four lines of Afabic legend as Su!!t1nu '! m/l 'a?~am StWnlS lid dlmytf 

11(1 'd din (1M,.., mll;altar 1III1Iml~'h (1/ QII!hi m/~lnllIInin '/ mil 'mmin, ' the Sull4lJl sun of th l.: world and the 

rcllglon father of\,cto~ lh ulmish al Qutbl helper of the leadcr of the believers' (Cat no. 6). 

T \ pc; Al Gold Vub 

The ob\erse IS th.: same as T) pc; A I but the date IS 'sittu ' ashara wa sittu mr)ah' that is 616 With the \\ord 

~/orh abmc Ihe horse nnd hI Gaur below the horse i e 'stnlck in Gauda ' , 

The rc,erse IS Ihl! S~lInc 35 Type A \ ' 5 reverse with rcplaclIlg the word IIa.II" aftef aJ Q/I!hi replaced by 

hllr han . proof , and the legend in five hnes IIIstcad orrour (c:t t. no, 7), 

80th the cams bear all th l.: obverse a Turkish chargmg horst.,nan to left holdmg a mace in hi s right hand 

and the T\:tn of the horse m his left hand, He "ears a turban on his head, 'The form of the saddle' as 

Thomas reports. ·the scat of the horscman. the chanfricn or hc.'ld-annour of the Slccd and hiS crect tall. all 

seem to POI11I to 1 IIrAI IdealsH In Ihl;! field at the back of the horseman thl! word ')orh IS IIlscrrbcd nnd 

belo" the hor~c bel\\een the forelegs and hmd legs bl-(iallr III Type A2. In the clfcu lar m~\fginal legelld 

the KnJulln . nnd Ihe date III ArabiC \\ords follows the Kahnm 

Both these gold COlllS (e\ cal the same pattern of horseman and marginal legend. cven the rcverse legends 

of both thL' COIII~ aT\: :llmost alike But the) arc not identJc:d and not produccd from the same dlC, l1le 

Berhn COIll bea rs 011 Ihe obvcrse the d:ue 616 On the other hnnd the ANS coin 's date is (il4. ag:un the 

fanner coin has the mint name h, -Gallr on the obve:rse. which the latter docs nol have:. As regards the 

revcrse. both coms an.: almost the same but the Berlin coin Icgend as wrrllen III five lincs. whereas thc 

I ~ (·O/llOIl I' . P 711 

,. Ed\\1Ird Tholllas, ',1/" ('hrlJllI('/I'.' o/lh«-/'Olh(ll1 Kmg,\' /JIVe/hI, (hcTlccfonh Chrolllr/I!,") , London, IM1J. (FlTsl 
Indm n cd , Del hi, 1,)(,71_ I' 7'1 
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ANS com's les,el1d IS III four hnes, and hllrhti~1 aner (1/ qlllhl IS rcpl;tccd b 1I0\\'lr In the latter com 

That IS Scrim eOIll has h"rhtin (proof of) ami,, ', mil 'mmin whereas ANS has nuprll tumr/ " IUlI 'mll1ill. 

'helper of thl; commanuer of the fai thfu l' 

1\ lle A3 GQld QUJ.ncr Tankp 

Tllc ob\crsc bl".":lr!> the hor::.elllOlIi sallle as T~ pI! A I 111e n.!\erSI! same as Type A I 's rc\ersc, most I) eraced 

Silver co ins of 1II1IImish nre as helow: 

T, pc B I Silver T;lI\)c., 

Like the gold COIil Iltu(mish's sll w r COulS up to 6 16AH were also the: horseman type: and Issw..:d from 

utlur b~ ' I\\ad Onl~ onc silvl!r coin (Type BI ) bears thl! mint name bl GUllr, like the gold coin of Berlin 

(T~ pc A2), but \\HiI Slight dlfTerl!nce III the reverse lcgcnd, In thiS CaUl there IS 10 the 4111 11llc na,\' /f after 

the \\ord at qll!hl IIlsIc3d of l'IIIrllon of the gold com T)'pe A2 lr A second type of sli ver COIll (T)'Pc 62) IS 

snme as Ihl: ANS gold T~ pc A I I C II has no mmt name on the obverse and 0 11 the reverse there IS a 511ghl 

change 111 the kgend Here the word bJlrhanli ami" 'I mll'mlnln has been placed ancr the \\ ord td-qlllh; 

and thc Icg.:nd 1£ III fh.: IlIlcs I c the saine as thc reverse of the Scrim gold com 'rypc A2. Bolh thesc 

Sll ,cr coms arc dated fllflAI-1 A third com (Type B2) has been found, the obverse.: and re\crse.: of \\lllCh 

arc like the Slh cr com T~ pc B2, but the datI.: 10 the margi n IS undeciphercd It bears n Nag" letter 'Sa­

!l.bO\c the.: \\ord ' IIt llll111Sh '. probabJ) 10 denote 'shah ' All the three sliver coms arl.: dJff'ercnt III SIU :l.ud 

arc 34. 25 and 28 7mm Tt!Spcctivc1), Thc)' arc of lOla stanchrd welghl 

It IS alr.:ad~ kllo\\n that as the go\cmor ' (wad had declared independence m 6 16AH and ISSUl:d eoms 

from Bl:ngal 111 hI S 0\\ 11 113111e HIS mdependent coms arc. dlfferel1t fr01l1 the horseman type.: In 622AH 

IItutJ11Ish marched 10\\.lrds Bengal and ' Iwad submlllcd to the fomll!r, and agalll Khll!b(lh \\as rcad, and 

~Ikk(/ SImek 111 the 11;JIllC of Sultan Some Silver coins of Ilwtmish arc found dated 622, 624, 632, and 

633AH TIlcse arc of the Bengal f.1bnc, and the arrangement of legends aJld pattern of the coins arc thc 

s .. unc as ' l\ ' ad 's mdcpendcnt CQIIlS, but prob3bl ~ were not ISSUed by ' Iwad BCCo'1usc Just after the 1rC.'1 t"~ of 

622A I-I. ' l\\.ld oush, .. tJ the Dellll Sultan"s governor from Bihar III 623AH, sho\\ lIlg IllS hosldit) lo\\ards 

DeihL Thell.:fore, It docs 1I0t Seem posslblc thai ' Iwad should strike coins III the name of IItutmlsh aficr 

623 If Issu.:d b~ ' h\ .ld , then ani) the 622AH eoins could have bc.'Cn struek b)' hll11 and they arc from the 

timc of hi s second '"'l..~s.J lngc, IItutmlsh's silver coms of the latter period struck from Bengal arc found i.ll 

11lC obvcrsl: bears the Kalullil and the nallle of the Khah fah of Baghdad, Ouly 111 one type (Type 86) the 

Khahfah 's namc has 110 t bCl.!n mcntloned. On the reverse Ihe name ofthc Sultan along \\llh hiS laqab, 
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kWllytlh, relation \\lth the predecessors and affiilation to the Khali fa of Islam have been inscnbcd as 

SIII!tfn 1/ " 11111 '0;:;01/1 Shams lui dllnyii wa 'd dill abii '/ mll'fajJilr /l1II11II1,\'h al qll!bf hllrJWllI1 all"rl '/ 

mll 'mmin Both till' gold COIllS bear 0.\ SIII!,'n It'/ ' /Iwc4~om. '&re:1I sultan' and not as Sldt(in 11'1 'd;(lm , 

'su preme sultan '. as IllS regal title. It mancrs little as 'a'zam' and 'mu':l223.m'arc used scpcr:atdy and do not 

mdlcate comparison Th!.!Tcfon:. al-!TIu 'nzzam docs nOI iJldicale his mferior slatus Again the \\ord al.tjll{bi 

mdlcah:s hiS relation \\ Ith Qutbuddm Albak. that he was a freedman of the latter, or It may indicate the 

g/,!hi group of the nobles separating, the Mit 'IZI\' burhaml amin'l mll 'mmin means 'proof of Ihe 

command!.!r of thl.! fatlhfur II shows somc sort of connecllon with the Khallfa of Islam in the declur:tliol1 

of the COIil II IS !-no\\1\ Ih:lt II 1uI11l1sh did nol recei\c any authorization from the Khatif:t of Islam 3t thai 

tunc Y I.1 II \\:\5 to dl,,;lllonSlratc that II tull1l1$h was on the Side of the Khali~1 and by domg so the 

sovefClgns of the Mushm pett) states U500 LO give a legaltcnder for their authonty 

T\llC'133 Slh \:r Tankl 

The ob\ erse bC'J.rs tlw .... a1 1l1l::l III 1\\0 lmes, (III Nii~" r "dim I Allah name of the Khahfah in the third hne 

J.nd ami", " mit ' /nlf/III ' kadcr of the believers ', 111 the last linc. A Circular legend in the margi n conl:uns 

hOIOd ~/(Irh Ii ,Wlth'l" sanah 'Isna wa ';)'hrin wa SHill ffllyah. 'the coin was struck in tile year SI;( hundred 

l\\Cllt) 1\ \ 0 I C 622 But no mint name IS ml;fltloncd. 

The rc\C'rsc bears the name of the Sultan With his hiles in SIX lil1c.s ill ArabIC. as S"I!o" ,, 'I m"'OR(lln 

:il!am\ ./ld..JllfI.,iI lUI d din "hli 'l mlqaJlar IItllfmlJh as .ml!oni yam/fill kIlt/Ii/at Allilh nihml ami" 'I 

mil 'mini" but thl,,' \\ord '01 qu!hi ' of thc horscman type has been replaced b~ a.\ mIW"i ' lollo\\cd b) the 

tltlcs ' nght hand of the \ Iccgercnl of Allah· , ' helper of the commander of the ful lhfill' In lhl s COIl1 some 

enhanccment of the poS lllon of the Suhan m3Y be detcctt..'d, '".}. $ulr6n 01 mlt '(I,?~am ' has bc.'C1l rl.:lall1l.:d but 

the \\ord 'til qU!"/ ' hus bt.'en replaced by a better litle, . Khalf[atll Alliih '$ right hand' is another lofty (Itlc. 

Vanet!cs of thiS t~ pc c~'st accordmg to various I111110r 3.ilematlon and hne arrangcl11cnt of Il!gl!nds In 

some COins Ihe 0.:\ ers\!' Icgend IS J.rranged in fi ve, SIX or sevcn lincs (C:\t no 83) 

T\lx;B4 ·ti\.!"r.T;lnk;l, 

Same a!i 30m e T ~ pI.: 83 but wi th the title of as SIIf!lm II 'I a ';am. and SlIllrlfl IIlstc.1d of a.l· ,\ 'III!ani aJld 

omitting Y(lmllfll l0alilmulliih The dati; of the coin is not elear particubrl)' the Unit digit (62 '/ AH )" . 

Therefo/c. It IS nOI CI,,' l1alll frolll \\llIch date litutnllsh began to usc the title as sul,(allu 'l 'aiam 0 coins of 

(,23A1·1 h:1\1; so fhr been found In the cJ. rl) pan of IhlS )eaT ' Iwad drove 3\\3) lhc govcmor of Blh:u So 

'he \\ ould 110\ SIrI!-1.: C0ll15 III Ih\! !lame of lltutmlsh. nnd this may be the caliS!! of non aWl/ labil ity of the 

coins of Illtllmlsh d:lh.:d (,23AH Khah fa an-Nasir hdinillah died III 622AH and az~ZnlllT succeeded hun; 

' ... ' .\ ...... 1 XXXV i In l l I' P lU(I·202 
I " ("/UWJN . P , 7 No ;'i0 
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therefore. lli l.! abo\1.! I1 h!nt lom:d variety's unit may be 2 I c. dated 622AH Iherefon.:. we C.111 assume that 

lltu tmlsh \\~lS procla llll..:d as (IS SII/!iill 11 '/ (I'ft/III III 622AH III hi s Benl:,'Ol.1 coins 

Tvpc; 85 S.lw [ Tjll1k;L 

The obvcf$1.' bea rs the Kahma and name of the Khahfn, not (m N{j~' 1r IIdlll AlIiill but az ~/lIr hwmrilliih 

and dated tl2-iAII" In Ih lS I~pe on the rc'cr$C as Sul{on /1 " a'~am has bt."Cn Ulsefl bed which shows fa rther 

sln.:nglhel1l1lg of his p()\\er BUI az 2alm du.:d III 1'l23AH and III 624AH nl·M ustanslr Biliah wns the 

Khallfa The I ~ p I.! B6 COIl1 Jllay hdp us In this regard It bears the dale 626AH and also bea rs (he 

Khallfa 's name al Mustansir BIIJah, So. it can be assumed that it took one year for the death news of the 

prece\.'dmg Khallfa az Zahlr to reach Bengal. 

l \ p\: B6 Slhl.!r T;U1h.a 

Tht,; com b~l rs on thl.! obwrsl,; onl) the Kahma 111 twO llI1es, Reve rse bcarsji 'ahadl " Imam 01 M ,uttmpr 

alliin 'I m/l ' (mmi,,), m!.!nnmg, 'in the tunc of the leader al MustMm, commander of thc faithful": and in 

thc margm tjllnho hO;I\' slklwllI hi LAllkhl1alll ; jf muhun ~>anah sJlla wa '/~'hrin wo ,\'IItU mlyah. This coin 

has been struck al Lal..JlJ13utl in the year SIX hundred and twenty SIX ' , In thiS com the name of the Sultan 

or his gO\.l;:mo[ ha\.e 110t bccn mentioned It was probably struck to celeb rate the an val of the Khahfu 's 

I.!Il\ o~ 10 Dd lu In 6U,AH:1 Probably th iS IS the first clIation of Lakhnau ll It1 a coin. II LS .llso wry 

slglll fl cu nl for Ihc Il.!gelld on the reversc. \\hlch has adopted as a model by the subsequent sultans of Deihl, 

Fi rllZ. Rad l~nh. Mas'ud, Mahmud upto Balban all uSl:d this fomulla for thclr coms It wns 8:11ban who 

rcplaeed II b~ alll1lonf": 

T' pe 81 SIl'l.!r Tanka 

The Qbvc rsr.: bears Ihe K:'II lma and the Khalifa's namc (d·MII,~I(Jn\\·ir Billah. But somc ofth !.! coins bt,;ar the 

namr.: of the Khllifa as ct/·/vI/I,I'I£IrJ:"ir Bwmrdliih. ' lx:mg hclpoo by the ord~r of Allah' , TIll.! actual name of 

thr.: Khahfa IS al·MustanSIf Billah. 'bcmg helped by the Allah ', llle coins arc dated 630 ;uld 632AH but 

though the tHlIl l IS ill egib le. II may be assigned to L"lkhnauti on stylistic and circumstantin l evidences On 

the n,:\.r.:rsl.! Ihl.! Su lt;ul 's Ilame IS in fO Ul IlIIcs wuh al' Sulfiit! 11'1 a'fam and cnds with m7.\'1n1 amt" 'I 

mil mmi" ;ll1d thl.! lasl part of tnt/mm;" IS wrinc:n m the nght segment of the com. The Illmt's nJJne 

LaulJUlau tl IS doublful ((':II no 16) 

T\ pc B1a Sd' !.!T Tanka 

Issued from L.1khnalil l dated 633AH bears on the obverse the Kal ima and Khal ifa 31·mustJJlSlf"s l1allle in 

fOllr hnes, herr.: thl.! 11:1111 ': of th l.! Khaltfa has been written properly as 01 M1Il" on~'1r Jjilliih amirl '/ mtl 'mmFn 

In tht.: margll1 ~"mh(l Ill/t/hl '.1 ~11l rjah hi (Laktlr ('iIC.~) U,khnout;;r ,'ihuhrm ,WI/all ~ola~o "0 ~alii~:7f1 WtI 

!f> Ibid. P IX, no 5tlA 
:1 (·ulnnge. p 71 
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"//If 1II1,I Off IT IS 1(.1 b\' nOfo.:d that here the \\ord .,kkll has been n;placed b~ 'shurfa ', ' noble' 1 e thiS nobk 

lmct31 or I/kk,,) has been stru kat Lakhnautl IIllhlrty three and Si.X hundred Ie fl33AH (Cat no 1 X) 

A Joml com has been n.:porled III an article ill JNSI by Roma Niogill that the names of IItUtlllLsh and ' Iwad 

ha\1o: been I1lscnbcd In the same com, dat ed 622AH But her reading of the name ' Iwad, and the date afC 

1l0t condusl\c bu t con lcctural If her rcadl11g IS taken to be correct then II m:t.~ h:l\c lx:cn Issued b~ ' Iw:ad 

Just after concludlllg the trcal} With IItUlt1l1sh. n1is com bears on the obverse tht,; Kalima fOllo\\cd b) 

'noJ' ln1 amin '} mIl '"1111 ;'' ' meamng helper of the commander of the fa ithful. but Un: KhaJI fah 's lIamc IS 

not menlloned 011 thm Side of the coin , The marglll bears the date TIle mini namc IS not given: It could be 

off the nan 'nlc Uillt dlgll oflhe date IS Ilot clear, only twenty and six hund red is cl~lr i.e, 62'!AH. 

Thc (l~\ersl.: h:ls the name of the ultan \\ \th the Iitle a.\ SlII!l1n // '1 mll'ol~om ;lIld afh::r the name '1ltutmlsh' 

onl~ \\\0 leu .... rs :lr .... rC1:1Ul ... 'd on the com A'1n and k 'OW Roma iogl suggcsted this to be ·' ...... o{1 The rcadmg 

IS r:lthcr conJeclur:!.!. :lIld :I \ Ital change in nUllllsmatlc d:lta should not be bast,;d all such conjectures. 

T\pc B~ , Stl\'krT;lnka 

John DI.!~dl has reported about an interesting COlli of IIl utml..<;h struck :It L.'lkhnaull b~ hiS governor 

Izzuddin Tughral Tughan Khan 111 633AH II1lhe last year of Iitutmish 's reign . The obverse conta.IIlS the 

Sultan·s naml: \\1111 title a.\ SII/!iinu ', a'~am wilhout any additionaltitJe. and the legend ends \\l th /lllllmlsh 

lI.I Sulfon The n,:\crsc bears the legend Ft4 'ahdl '/Imlim (II Mu.sran,·lr amin '/ mu 'mmni'n, In the m.:ugin, 

I,ok/mall'; m(l~ciltif 111 Arabic IS clear but rcst of the legend truncated, But the mosl Interesting infonnatloll 

IS on the ob\crsc marglll whIch is read as min khariijl Riilwa Barmd j[ wuJuiri satlah ~·a/a~.a wa ~..a lh;,'in 

W(I \'/ fllI in /Yo" I l' '(tIm. call! \\as stnlck) from tht,; kharaJ of Radha i1l1d Barendra III the ~ear Ihlrty three 

and 51' hundred' A notl' of IIlh::n:s l IS Ihat for the first tlille III Sultan! COlliS of Bengal both the obverse and 

re\erse margllls bl.:ar the sam e h:gcnd:~ TIus COlli IS at present III a pn\iate collection 111 Indla:\ It 

commemorates the e' enl of rc\enue collection from Rndha and Barind 

The di sco\cr;. of thiS COlli mJ~ help us to dctennine the mther clumsy relationship bct\\ccn Albak Aor 

Khan and Tughrnl Tughnn Khan . Even Minhaj has nol clearly described thiS. In one placc he saId Ihnl III 

631 aftcr the death of Malik Saifuddin Aibak. governor of Lakhnauti, TugraJ Tughan Khall got thc 

go\cmorshll" , and al Ihallll11c Iltutmish was 31i"e. Elsewhere he srud ulat after the death of IItul.LlHsh (I c 

after 633AH). Malik Albak Aor Khan go\·emor of Lakhnaull Md Tughnn Khan fought agnl1lst each other 

for the possess ion of Basankot In this battle Aor Khan died and Tughan became thc mnster of the two 

:: JNSI. XLI 1'1 .:: pr'} PIl ')X + 1112 
:1 J \SJ. XL ( l 'nN) I'll -1 24.14. 
:1 \ '1). XIV (I'NIl). P .15 ., 
• J P Gocrlka Collccl lon. Calculla. Ex Ra1l1punya COliectIOIl. Ex fand Collection , Indlil. 
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parlS of Lakhnaull - Ral and Btlnnd He nlso mcnlioned Ihat Bannd was nOt under Tuglmn 's control for 
" some InllC' II seelllS Ihnt. Ral and Bannd wtrc dJvlded nnd each one assigned to a gO\ crnor But 110 

mfonnalloll aboul th ... IS a';lIlablc from all) source MlllhaJ refers to both Tughan and Aor Kh:ln :lS 

Jaglrd:lrs of La~hn<1lll l , \\llIch docs nOt pro\'e go\,crnorslHp, The odll.:r pOsslbllll) IS that Aor Khan 

usurpl.-d Bannd for somc lime and Ined 10 be governor of LaklUlauu b)' possesslIlg the fort of Basankot 

from T ug,han J Sarkar slates that Aor Khan made hllllself master of Lakhnautl after the death or 

murder of S:ufuddll1:" 

All Ihe 11islon:lIls mcludll1g Minh3J gave thclr own views aboul the above event. which comp licated the 

maner farther. and It IS dlfficulllO decide whnt reaJ ly happened, 

If the read lllg of the marglll IS considered to be correct, then thi s numism.1tic evidence and mfomlauon 

l11a~ help us 10 asccrt:lltllhcc'Cnl 

Fust. Mmh:lJ 's stah.:mcnt and readmg of the margin of Ihe coin ta llies \\lth the fact thaI Tughan Khan 

capturoo bOlh Rat and Barmd b) subdumg Aor Khan, and th l.! com IS dated (}33A H Iltutnllsh died III Ihe 

month of Shab:Ul 633AII Therefore, the event probably d1d not happen a.fter the death of Iltuull1sh. or 1f It 

did then II \\!1S \\1thm ~ months ancr his dea.th I.C, Within the year 633, So Minh~\j may he mCOHt.."Ct III 

sJ~mg Ihat the fight of Tughra.1 and Aor took place after the death of IltutJmsh But one question rcmalllS 

unsol\'l.:d. how ~lJld \\hen did Aor Khan become the govcnlor of Lakhanuti" If he captured II by killmg 

Saifuddlll Albak then "hl!re was Tughan'! Tughan got the apPointment or ca.plured power after the dl.'ath 

of Sailllddill AlbaJ... In 631AH , Whate\,er may be the case the COUl commemorates the e\-cnL Tughan 's 

\ICIOI') o\cr both the p:lns, ' Rnl' and ' Bnnnd'. apparently corrOborah!S Minhaj . The coin was Issued ill the 

namc of Sulrnll IIIul1l1lsh dall.!d 633AH. 11,ercfore. It was struck while the Sultan was alive. wi lhll1 the 

clght months of 633AH 

No com 111 the nal11c of Tughan arc kno\\n, so he did not Issue any COIl1 In hiS 0\\1\ nrune or jOint nalnes 

but IIlscnbl.;d thc 11:\l1ll.; of the Sullan IItulmlsh It proves IllS vassalage mm kharii) RaJ wa &mnd mdltatcs 

the nature of C01llml.;ltlor.ltIon and some sort of glol)' no doubt. But he did not claim for himself. Only 

two \\ords of the rc\ersC margin arc retained and readable. lllcsc are iAkhnalltf matjiifor, mcanmg the 

'suburb of LakhJlauu', perhaps the mUll name Lakhanuti mazafat mdlcates Basankot. which IS nOt far from 

Lakhnau tl 

"T ' B . \ . { angln Irnllslallon Ir:\I\slatcd and edited ' by A K M Z.1kMia, Dhaka: Bangia Ac.1dcmy, 1 9~3) p 1 :12. Text 
p. (,I 
. Ibid P (,I 
:~ 1111. II pp H-u, 
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In 610/ 121 3. ' h\ ;Id \\;)S S\\OO1 III as the governor of Lakhnautl and fo r the tirst two years he did not Issue 

an) coms III Ills 0\\ Il name or 111 the naJlle of Jituul1Ish. But 111 614/ 1217 horseman type COms In th \! name 

of IltutnllSh \\ere stmch. from Bengal TIle discovery of Gar4r.!a Vl)tI)'e coin :md At. Mardall 's coms With 

the sam!.: horseman 110\\ confi rms the horseman typc's Origin in Benga l, which in 6 14AH. ' Iwad 

vo lun tanl~ adopted fOI Ii tutllllsh's COlil 11l1s horseman type IS cOmplclcl) different from the north!.: rn 

horseman of thl,.' b l liOIl \:01 115. \\llIch \\ crc dep icted 111 coorsc outhnc MorcQ\cr. the Bengal horseman IS 

Turkish st~ Icd . the fu ll ~ capansoned gallop lIlg horse, and reminds one of thc eighteen horseman of 

Bakhll)ar's ad\ance [)aft) . a w ry appropriate thmg fo r the commemorauon!') 

Iltutmlsh's Bengal eoms sho\\ that his Sl3tUS was at the bcginmng m' SU/{Ofl 11 '/ mll '(J~lIm. tll.qu!bl (lnd 

m'Jul!oni flul latcr Ihese comparatl\d> lo\\!!r IItles were rcplacL-d with high sound ing titles and Ulslead 

of hel per of the alilin ' j 1U1I ·nllnan. the name of the rclgnmg Khahf.'l began 10 be IIlscribcd In f122A1·1 a 

complctdy nc" I~ pc of coin came into bcmg and It 'S fabnc and pancm wcre like the independent coins of 

' Iwad Therc \\as no effig~ m the coins Of lhls laler type. 

II IS 10 be noted h!.:rc that 1111 624AH. Deihl had no n.:gular Silver coms, but aftemards IIlUlmi!:ih 

n.:organil ed the currenc~ s~stl'm and an Imperial coin was adopted on the standard of lula unil follo\\ing 

Ihe S l~ Ie and fbbne of r\\ud 's coms of Bengal As Proft.:ssor Tarafdar s;ud "thcy imitate the coins of 

' Iwad In \\elght. deSign and rega l titles" It ma) be said Ihat Bengal rcndered the plonecnng rolc 111 tJlIS 

n:g.ud and Ihe credit goes 10 ' Iwad no doubt ' Iwad on the other hand look the Ghazl'la type'" as the 

p rOlol ~ pe for hiS com legend For \\·elght he d(.."pcndcd on lhe local /(jIG standard. \\ hich did IllS 

predecessors. Bah.h ll~ ;1T :lnd All Mardan Khaljl. :ldopt From 6 17 to 62 1AII tJlcre \\0.5 no coin Illillted III 

Bengal III Ihe Ilam!.: of IIlutllllsh. Durms Ius rClgJl Bengal was govenlcd by se"cral go\ernors. h\ad 

Issued coms 111 IllS su lt::Ul's name from 61 4 10 616AH 111e Joint coin of 622 IS from hiS second vassalage. 

nl!! nc.xt gmenlor. pnnce NaslI"uddin Mahmud ruled Bengal for one year and some months. and COlliS 

datoo 624AH \\ere nllnloo 111 hIS lime After 624 up to 63 1 AH there IS no COlil found III the name of 

IItutn1lsh. although there arc some WitJl an illegible unit digit. but they do not hl.!lp us to dr.lW any 

conclUSIOn COUlS dated 632 and 633.AH have been found in the name of Ilt utllllSh and appar!!ntly 3re Ihe 

products of Bengal mill\' allhough almost all the COIllS arc de", old of an) minI name excepl one. Type B7 

These COIll~ \\el\' ISSlIL'd b) the subsequent go\-emors, after prince 3Slruddm Mnhlllud. namely_ Alnuddlll 

D:llliat shah. Dau lat Shah bill Maudud ~omt com). Alallddin JlIm, Saifuddm Aib:1k a.nd Tughrnl Tughan 

Khan 

;:<. Edward Thomas. "The IIIl1ml coinagc or Benga l llnder the ~trly Muh:Unl1ladan COllqucrors. pan W . (hcnccronh 
IC'IJ. /I) . .J. I .... ·/J. XLI I. ISH. P ~5 1 

~, Monllatur Rahman T:lmfdar. "Bengal'S Reltllions with her Ncighbours. A NumiSlllctie Study". Nalmj KOllln 

Bhatla.'nlt ('wlIlIIl!lIl1JrnrUJ/I Ib lume. ed. A. B. M. Habibullah. Dacca . Dact;.1 Museum. 1966. pp. 236 and 232. 
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r\ 3, Ruknllddi u Fil'lIz (D('lh i) 633 - 63411235 - 1236 

'1111.: nl:xt Sultan of DelhI \\as RuknuddJ11 Firuz , He succeoocd his fathcr Iltutmish III 633/1236 and ruled 

for about scwn monlhs \1 Tughral Tughan Khan the governor Of Bengal 3t that {imc was loynl to the Deihl 

court and ll1..'\cr tncd to shake off the authori ty of OcUu though he was not appointed by th l.! DelhI 

allthOrlt~ HIS sC lzure of PQ\\cr W:lS not at first legitimate, as he had captured power from thc prevlolls 

gOvernor S31fuddlll Albakl
! Ho\\cver, Tughral Tughan showed IllS all igiancc to Ruknuddlll Firu z and 

st ruck COmS from Bengal 111 Ius mastl.!r's name Only two si lver coins of Ruknuddl11 Firuz have been found 

so far \\hich "cn.; Issut.:d from Bcngal Thc~ arc of onc Tanka denom l11atlOn and Olll: lola \\eight standard 

Both thc coms are of the s:une typl.!, 

T\pc Bt Sllq.:rTallkil 

llll: ob\'crsl.! bears the kgend in a double square with in a cIrcle with thr!!l: dots 111 e3ch segmenl lllC 

legend IS {/,\·S/II/(117 II 'f (1 ';(1111 U"kn /ld-drmyo ",a 'd-dln aori " -,mqalfw FirJIz S.biih ihnllS Sill/fin, 'the gre~\I 

Sultan pllk l of the \\orld and the religion father of the VIctOry Firuz Shah son of the Sultan ' The r~\'crse 

bears thc legend Ii (lluh 'J lmiim a'.Mu.v/(fn;l'Ir amiri" mu 'mmin ' in the reign of Imam .11 Mu stanslr leader 

of the bellevcrs' Hl double square within a circle The margm outsidl.: the cirde contains tJ1C mint narne 

and dale, The IlIl1lt IS Lakhnauti , On one coin the date IS readab le as 634 A,H, and each segment has a 

slIlglc dOl The dah; of Ihe other coin is 00' the flan 

HI S father II wtrmsh uSI,:d the fo rmula 'fi ' ahd II Imam ,' I e the name of the Abbasld Khallf:. til IllS cams 

dated 632AH for Ihl,; first tunc He followed his father's style and coin legend. It was not pOSS Ible on Ius 

part 10 strrke coins m a ne\\ st) Ie withm the shon period of hIS reIgn. No COm o f Ruknuddin firu z issuoo 

from Bcngal \\:\s kno\\1l untIl vel)' recently, His coins arc rather scarce, Ed\\:trd Thom:ts dId not ment Ion 

Flnlz' s COtu!> 11\ IllS bool.. nit' Chromdl'.1 ,,(Ihl' Po/han Kmg.\· uf Deihl , nCl thl.!r did elson Wright III hI S 

book, Ih(' t.(l/n(l~:t' (lnd Mc/I'u/ogy (If Ih(' Sullans uf Deihl Only one silver coin of FHlIZ has been 

menlioned 11l fMC. the mUll and date of which is off the Oan. 1l1creforc, it is not pOSSible to dra\\ an) 

conclUSIon from that com, but its style sho\\s that IS not a Bengal product. In March 1999 a s., le Catalogue 

Inl bhshcd for the first lime two of Firuz's Bengal coins with photographsU The margins of both coins 

bc.,r the 111ttlt name III L"kJmallll~ but onc of tJle margins bcars thc date :. Iso (no . 685) as alre..'ldy 

mentioned Th~n::tore. there IS no doubt that the two cOI ns ;I re products of Bengal The Bengal go\cmor 

Tughral T ughan had struc].; these C01l1S from Bengal during flruz's short mlc 111 Dclhi 

1\ Mohatlll1lud Habib ilnd K A. Ni/.!Hlll (ed) A Comprehensive History or IlId ... , \'01 V(The Delhi Sultalll1l. 121l6· 
152(.AD). (hencc(onh ,,..(111 ,'illl/(lIInr) . New DeihL. The Indian Histo!) Congress. 1')70, pp, 234·236, TN, (Raven}') 

~.: i',~~\ (Rc\Crl\). 1m 7~(, · 17 , Abdul Karim, B:l1lgJa r Itihlls (Sultllni Amol), (in Bungl:!). Oh:lk Bangia Acadcmy, 
FirS1 cd 1'177. Firs1 rtpnn1 1')1)' , (hcnccron h .'\/1/((1111 11 1'1(11) p.11 2. 
11 SllIg(lPfJI'(, ('tll n , 11/('11011 _ T;USCI, BaldwlII. Gill io, Catalog\le 2~, 1\)\)9, (henceronh xC I), Cal. P 44 , COin 110 (,X .. 
& fII~5 , pi "0 
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A 4, Sull :1II Ja l:ll a luddin R:td iY:l 634 - 631/ 1236 - 1240 

Sullan Radl\3, daughh.:r of Illutnush succt:eded ht!r brother Ruknuddin Firuz 10 1236CE 1/1 Deihl and 

ruled III) to I24UCE She \'as the on ly woman Sultan among all the rulers of Deihl and BcngJ.1 and also 

struck COIl1S 111 her 0\\11 name During her rule Tughral Tughan Khan was the govcmor of Bengal although 

he had not be.:..:n appolllled b) the Dcllli authorny. After Radl) 3'S ascension to Ihe throne of Delhi Tughan 

sent villu3ble presents to thc Deihl court and procured a fonnal rec.oglll{lon from he~ 

Tughral Tughan I.~sued coms from Bengal In the name of Radiya and her successor Alauddm Masud and 

never tried 10 prodaull mdcpcndcnce during their lifetime'S 

Tlm .. 'C {\pes of COIllS ha\c b",,-cn discovered frolll Bengalul the n.1il1e of Radlya All the COIIlS arc of one 

Tanka (II.:nOl11l11allOn and III t\\O metals \IZ gold and sLIver, althou1)h copper and billon \\crc popular III 

Deihl 

T\ pc; Al Gold Tanka 

One sohta~ gold CaUl has bc\:n found in Radl)'a's name and IS now prcseT'\'cd III the Pnnce of Wales 

Muscum, Bomba~ On the obverse she styled herself as a~.slll.lall II I a'lam and her regnailitie ,Jola/ol /I'd 

dlln)'ii "'CI 'd dill 1\0 alam or proper name has been mentioned but ani), maMwlll 1If1l1mish lbnatus slI/!an 

(I.e. Sultana Radl~a) has nOi been inscribed on the COin bUl she IS mentioned as the dughler of IltUtlnlsh, 

The full legend IS ' thl: gn.:al uhan glory of the world and the religion Mall b I IItutmish d':llIghter of the 

Sultan, hdl)!,,!r u oflh l: kadl:f of the beIJ evers" 

Thl: 1\:\l:r!tc has the uSlI:lllegend III ArabiC III thre!"! hnes}; '(lhtll'/IIJ/am 01 MII.I'/mll·" amln 'I I1II1"mmlll -Ill 

the feign of the Imam al t ... 1us tanslr leader of thl.! belll.:vcrs' The clTcular lll.J.rglllal legend is IIldlStlllCt and 

111c£lb1e TI,en:fon: .. the mml and date Me UnknO\\11 

I \ LX: B I . 51 h ll.Jw 
Onl~ one t~pc.: of slh !"!r COUl was ISSUed In Raw)a's name from Laktmautl With somt.: \anallons 111 

arrangements of hnes and legcllds and variallons in dates The obverse IS the 5,,"nC as gold T ypc A 1 In 

some COIllS the 1cg..:nd IS In fhe lllles Instead of four of the Type A I, and In some coins the dale IS 635. 

"36 AH The n.'\ersc of these Silver coms afe the sa.me as the gold ones III deSign and legend But the 

>I fI It 11 P .J(! 

,. Ibid. pp .J (,~ 7 
", C. R, SlIIghal. "Rare :lIId UIIIC)lIC Gold Coins oflhe Etl rly Muslim Rulcn", JNSI .. XV I pI. I. ( IIJS.J ), pp. 126-1 27. 
" Thomas has read III iI cOll1 lhe 11ISIlinc mvhrfllu alw,., '1 Rill 'millin, 'seal of the Allllnl'l IllUl lllnil1 , IIIstead of Nusnil 
Blil on Ihe 1II1I51rai iolitilc \\ord IS IIl1 ssi ng. so Ihe read ing Isdoublrul c r. blitm/ C'olfmge u/IJf! /lga/. Part 1. JASB. 
I ~M, pl L COIllIlO I 
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clrcul;lf marglllal l ~gel1d IS t"mha h(I?(I 'I (lcJ~ltltu hi ufkJ1I1(l/l tl Jf ~lIIhrirl ~'alllih arba ' wa ~:tllii~'mtl W( I .\'fUIl 

I1Il.1'tlh III ArabIc 'ThIs sih er (com) \\as struck 10 Lakhn3uli III the YCil r SIX hundred tJlin), four' 

It IS Interestmg to nOle that her Bengal COIllS \\ ere fou nd from the \ery first YCOlf of her acceSSion to the 

throne (I C 635AH) On Ihe olher hand thl! Delhi coms arc dated 10 635AH, Either Delh i COlliS of 634AI-I 

ha\ c not been found or due to thc unrcst III DelhI at that tllne she cou ld not ISSue coms But 111 Be.ng,:1i th l! 

go\~mor Issued Ihl!l11 0 11 h!;l behalf Allotht.: r rt.:markablc th ing IS Ihal not a smglc com d3tL'd 637AH clther 

from Ddhl or Bengal or flOrn any other mint has yet been found though she was in power dunng slmast 

thl! entlrc ~eal of 637AI-I 

No gold or silver com Issued from Benga l ill tJ1C name of Radlya has given her full name i c her 'a/am 

Radlya 3Jld onl~ somc DdlH coms of lesser metals i c, billan or copper havl! menlioned il She seems to 

haH; bt.:t.:n h:tpp~ to bc kno\\ l1 as the daughter of IItutmish, Ibnatu's Sul,tlin which she nl!ver f3ils 10 

ment ion 1111.: OppoSition oflhe coun at Dellulhat \\as not ready to accept a \\oman ·s rule prompted hl.:r to 

proc laIm /1/(lltJWIII 1I"oml\h ,hl/(1fIl:1 SlIl!an. thus cI;:u mUlg her Icgltun:lIe tight as the legal ht.: lr apparent of 

the dcccasl.-d Suit::ll1 C OI1CC.'1ll11g her name ' Radlya' shl! tried 10 1!SL..'1bhsh that shl.: was ruling Oil behalf of 

her father IIt ulnllSh. as some of her early Delhi coins show where she did not mcntlon her name at all but 

used onl~ her falhl.:r ·s name l
'. nU:I'f(11U amin '/ mll 'mm;n on some coins ind icates tJlal her namc h;lS been 

used JOll\ll~ With hl.'r father ' s name WIth a lesser title a.I'·SlI lro" U 'I mu 'aFlIIII;lS subordinale 10 her father , 

who has bCt..11 gl\en the higher title as-Sul{61111 '/ o'?am, this has also been found In her Delhi issllcs W 

All the Bengal coms of RadlYJ were issued by the governor Tughral Tughan KJlan on her behalf nle 

£O\cmors of di stant places l,ke Bcng."\1 were dcfaclo sovereigns 3nd someumeS bcc<'Um: governors \\lthoul 

Ihe proper appro\ al from Deihl. Some ventu red 10 declare Independence yet the contents of the COUl 

legend of Radl\ a 5hO\\ Ih:lt lo~.(t.I governors used 10 abide b)'Ihe polic)' ofthc central authont~ 

Onh one mlill of Beng;)!. Ltlkhll3U tl IS u.-prcsl!nted 11\ the COlliS of Radl)'a A sohtary gold com of hers IS 

~no\\ n and {\\o 1II0re SpeCIllIl.: llS arc rcponl.:d to have ix.-en heard of. bUI they arc mlssing'-' All hl.:r COinS 

both gold and slhcr ;)h: of OTIC T:tnka dt:nolnlnalion ~ll\d one: wla standard following the standard weight 

11\ DdhL 

.. ( 'mllnJ,!t' . p ~\I. COlli nO III I. onl~ Ihe lIIdication of RadlY3 is In the last 11IIe IIII.mllll (alllml mll'mlllm). 

\It Ibid P .lu. 00111 no 1(, I A. Cf rOOlnOte, 
~ , NIIIIl ISlIlallC'ChrolltclC' and Journ:11 of the RO~;l 1 Nu nllSl1lalic Socict). London. I ~1)5. pI. III. p. 21t'i . Quoted by H 

Wnghl ('/J/II(I,!.!(' " 7(, 
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AS. Alaudd in Mas ud Sha h 639 -64411242 - 1246 

Aller Radl~:1 MUll ud dill Bahram Shah. her brother became the Sultan of Deih, and mlcd for one y~1r 

and fe\\ months (1 24(J· 1242CE) At that time Tughral Tughan was the goveOior of Bengal. bU I probably 

h!; did 1I0t ISSU!; coms No coms from Bengal have bccn found 111 the n3me of Bahr:un Shah. nor was 

Tughtal TUKhan dlslmallo Ihl.' Delhi aUlhonl) 

TIle.: ncxt Dellu ullan \\as . Aluuddln Masud. nephew of Bahram. He rukd from 1242CE 10 1246CE I-I ,S 

Bengal COinS an.: a fc" In numbers and arc of two metals, gold and si lver. Thc.o;e coins were ISSUed by thc 

Bengal go\cmor on behalf of Ihe Delhi Sullan Tughr.1l Tughan, the govcmor of L.'lk1maUti , ruh.:d Bengal 

lIpto 114 211144 P robabl~ he did nOt issue any COIl1 111 the n:une of Masud Shah. Tamar Khan , \\ho 

forcdull~ usurped I'o\\er frol11 Tughan bUI was loyal to Delhi, Issued coms 11\ the lIame of Masud Shah, 

ull.m of Deihl Though Masud 's Bengal coins do not be:1r :\11 )' mint_n:lI1lC and dntc SIIII from 

cLrcurnastantml eVidence II appears that these were struck III Bengal41
• TIlese coms of Masud arc similar 10 

Ihose of Radi~a's coms Iss'Ucd e.1rlier from Bengal by thc previous governor Tughan Khan . Probably 

Tugh:m did nOI ISSuL' :U1 ~ coms for the succeeding Sultans, Bahram and Masud or the coms Of lh, s penod 

have nol \'cl bcell found 

T\\ o t~ pes of CaUlS arc found III the name of Masud Shah from Benga l n lcse cOins were madded aftcr 

the Deih l coms of onc.·I:tnka dcnominat lons and after the same WCIKht (tola) slandard. 

T\DCAI . GQldT;'\I~ 

The ob'vt.:rse of th l.; COIil bears the name of tile Sultan, The reverse benrs Lhl.; fo rnlula ], '"Iull'/Imam (". 

MII.I·um,I·;r Hllitih (linin " mil 'mini" Iilliil, ie' in the time of the leader a1 MuslanSir. leader of the bcl,elers' 

1l10ttgh MUSI3UII \\as nOI allvc and had bccn succa.:ded b) Mustaslm 111 640/ 1242 probably thc nl.;ws of 

Ih!; <l$ccnSlon of the 1\1.;\\ Khahlb reached Bengal late. 11lis coin has no margin so tJ1Crc is no mention of 

IIlmt and dale bllt I-I. \ ntc poi nted out Its provenunce and p(.'Culi:u rendenng of the \\ord 'amlr' I~h leh 
,. 

IS dISlmCII\eI~ ofBcngal ' 

AnotlKr pl.;cuhant\ III Ihe»1.; COlliS IS an additIOn of the \\ord '1IIIah' at the end of "Amini " mil 'mmi" " 

\\hlch is unli ke Ihc Dellil COlliS The reverse of his Deihl coins conlalll the same legcnd bUI without 

' hll5.'" II IS ddTicult 10 presume the actual purpose of introducmg tlllS new style (i 1.' , lillah) in the legcnd 

Perhaps II was to rh~lIll: WIth Blllah" of the line above, 

II "lIS prm eu:ltlce ;I ud Ih:11 of Ihe Sllvcr lank:! resembling [t togel her wilh Ihc piculiar Icttcnng (the distinctil'cly 
Bengal render lllg of Ihe tW"I' 11\,1,\ be instanced), indn~mc Ihm these coins were slruck 111 Beng:11 ralher than In Ihe 
capllal" ('lIIlm,ItI', p 77 
I: Ibid, p 77 
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T "pe 0 I S I h cr T ':III.k! 

The obverse and n.:\'l: rsc legends and designs are same as gold Type AI The.; coin is eX:lctly the same ;'IS 

the gold com. the dlf'fcrc.ncc LS only m metal and size But wright informs LIS thai he cou ld not tf,ICC the 

\\ ord 1111[;11 \\ hat has been read by Hocmle In JASB 18R I. :lnd Right h:lS n.:ad tht: \\ord at,mad IIlstead of 

Itlldh 

fuc _B1 cSiliJ;L1anlio 

Tills t ) pe IS aimosl like T} pc B I but wnh slight dLfference in the reverse kgcnd which onuth ... d the words 

hllltih after (II MU\'f((I1,\ '/ r and last word abmad ends \\ Llh . Al.unad ' instead of ' hll'5h ,04) 

Bengal gold and sth er tJnkJs of Masud disco ... cred In Caleuna and GauhatiJ.l do not have U1C mJrgmal 

legends The} Illa} be dt stlllguished from the Delhi coins of Mas'ud by lhe particular arrangement of the 

Imes of the ob\erse legend This ideniLfi c:ltlOll is aHested by the whole findmgs also nlC gold com's 

prO\Cn3nCC IS Calcutm. $Ih cr eOLll Of the first vane!) LS found at Gauhati. Assam 

" Ii Nelson Wnghl ('a/a/c'RJ/t! rif r}w CrJln.\' m 'he l"dlOll MU.tt?lI111 ('n/cu tto, Vol II. (hcllce(onh 1MC'). Oxford. 11}07. 
P 29. fooL Llotc I 
II ('limo)!/, p 77 

34 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



i\ 6. II siruddin M :1 hlllud ( Delhi) 644 - 664/ 1246 - 1266 

The 1lI.:;..: t Ddlu Sultall \\hose COUtS arc found 1I1 Bengal IS Nasiruddlll Mahmud In (,44/ 1246 he \\:\$ 

de\atcd 10 III l: tllron\,: of Deihl and nllcd up 10 664/ 1266 During his rClgn Ihree governors mlcd 10 

Bengal. \I ll Jalaluddm Masud Jam, lkhtyaruddm Yuzb:1k and 'Izzuddin Balban Yuzbaki , They were all 

loyal to the Deihl Sullan c..'liccpt Yuzbak. who declared Independence laler on and issued COlliS in his o\\.'n 

name 

Tamar Khan. \\ho usurped po\\cr frolll Tughan Kh:m, ruled for two years and died in 644 AH. the yc.'lr 111 

,\hlch NaSi r ud dill Mahmud ascended lhe thronc in Delhi. But during the two ),ea rs of Tamar Khan's rule 

no coms "crc issucd from Bcng;\1 The next govemor Ja1aluddin Masud Jalll ru led for fou r years from 645 

10 tl41) AI-! Aftcr hl1n 1\.,hli) artlddin Yuzbak was madc governor of Benga l Bom ISSUed COIOS from 

Bengal 111 thl.." n :Ull l.."" of I aslt1lddm Mahlllud. the Deihl Sultan Ikhtjyaruddlll even issued a JOlOt com "llh 

the Sultan bul l:lIer on he declared mdependence and Issued coins III his name onl) . After Yuzbak's tragic 

cnd III the Kanlnlp expedItion Izzuddin Balban Yuzbakl became me govemor of Bengal in 655AH. HI.! 

showed allcgm.ncc 10 Ihe Deihl Sultan and Issued coins In the name of NaSIr lid din Mahmud~\, Malmlud's 

Bl.!ngal COIllS follo\\ the S t ~ Ie of his Delhi ISSues, which wcrt; copied fTom his predecessors coins of the 

Ddlu Sultanat All Ill !> Bengal COIllS arc of Olll! Tanka standard found III 1\\ 0 metal s, gold and Silver No 

dcnommJllol1:11 coms have bl."Cl1 found so far All arc of one tola standard Five types of coms of 

aSlruddlll Mahmud are reported from Bengal 

I\pe AI GoldTanka 

Thc ob\cfsC bC;lrs thl.." sullnn 's mle (laqah) kumyuh and (,I{tlll, III double square Within a clrcie (1,\'·.\'1111(1/1 

/I .,- 0,(/111 Ni; l ll /Id dill/yO III/ 'cJ ilin oh,i 'l mW;(I/filr Mahmiid S1.l(ih hm S/lII(l11 ·the s rt:at Sultan. help!!r of 

the \\orld and Ihe reliSIOIl , fat llt~ r of the victory Ma]u1\ud Shah SOil of Sultan' In Ihe legelld a ne\\ 'l o rd 

'Shah· IS also add,,-d 

The fc'erse bc;m: thl! tonnul:l U\ the same design like the obversc.Jf ·ahd, " /lnom al M".\·tan.~·ir Billah 

amirl·' mil IIIl1lilllillcih Ie ' 10 the time oflhe leader aJ·Must3.nsir Billah who is 3miri ' l mu ' l1llnlll hllaJl · 

(commander of the f,1Ilhful for Allah) , Unlike the other coin but fOl1owUlS me com legend of Alauddm 

Masud an additlon:!1 \\ord 'lillah ' has been addt:d It the end. which means ·'for Allah·'. a nllnt name IS 

menl loned 011 Ihe COIl1 :\nd there is no dale, Actually there IS no margin 3t all on the COlli and lhe four 

segments cont:!ln four dots 111 c.",ch.lc" 

,. Sukhal\la~ Mllkhopadh~ ,I) . 111111}!/o,L .1111,1/1111 . Id/llhm'r • lIlt I)urm (1 11 Bangia). (hcnccfonh . l ilt 1' (ln '(I), CalcuHa ' 
<lIuly:llok, pp ))0: - 70 

.... (',11110,'01\'. P 51 . COlli UO, 211JA, :Ilso pp 7t1· 71J. 
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TlPC BLS!J\ ~ T:tJ\kJl 

The legcnds. S l ~ k . and arrangelllents arc sallle as the gold coin Type A [ ment ioned abov.! with a slight 

altl;r3110n III th\: segrn\: llt:l[ design [n the case of the reverSe of gold there arc four dots in C:lch segment In 

Ihe silver COlli there arc three dots 11\ste:ld. on the ob\'CTse of the sil ver there IS ;'In omamcnml scroll 111 

segments \\hereM the ob\crse segments ofl hc gold are plain The sil ver COm has nO lI1argm<l1 kgend, Jnd 

IS devOId of mll1l name and date like the gold one Wright calls I( a counterpart of the gold 111 silvcT.l1 h IS 

1n\en.:stll1g to lIote thlt aS lnlddlll MalUlltld ascended the throne in 64411246 and Khalifa Mustansir Biliah 

died 111 64011242 Out four years after his demise the deceased Khalifa 's name was still being used 11\ 

Nasimddlll Mahnmd 's Beng"l coins. It is only in 645AH that the change of the Khalifa 's name occurs ill 

Bengal. Thom;'ls attributed this coin to Nasiruddin Mahmud, eldest son of lltuunish But Wright assigns 

the coins ofN;'ISlnldd111 MaiUllUd (Type A I & B I) to Bengal . 

Because the COIll ·S ob\erse is Idcntic.'ll with Masud 's gold and sil ver coins of Bengal , Moreover they are 

also IdellticaJ \\ I!h the lettering and style of Nasi ruddin Mahmud type B2 & B5's of Bengal coins. He 

further nssUllled thnt ' thiS com (gold, Type AI) and its corresponding Silver tanka were slruck III 

M411 24fl. ' :. hU rTlcd Issue ma!..mg usc of an e'= lslmg obverse die either In ad,,:rtentJ) or perhnps III 

IgnOT:lnCe or the ch"ngl.! 111 the Khlbf.ue, because of the great the dlstancc.u. 

T\')}c 82: Silver Thnka 

Type 82 IS like T~ pe BI but Ihe word ' 1IIIah ' al the end of the reverse legend is dropped here and the 

Kh"h fa's nallle Ims nlsa been changed 10 al -Musl'asilll instead ofal -Mustan::i1T In fact al-Must"nsIT died m 

MOl 1242 and at-Must'a$ltn succeeded hlln, The margl1lat legend bears ~urtba ha~lhlf I(mkafll hI 

Laklllul1I fi ·Thls lanka has bccn stnlck in Lakhanuti .. ' . But the dale portion of the murgin is Illegible 

For the obversc, there IS a margmal legend also in four segments, top segment contains /)arh left segment 

hI/lid, the 3'J segll1cn( s legend IS Illegible, cou ld It be u lkhnallli where the com was struck and the 4th 

segment Hmd The date portion of segment is Illegible 

It should be noted IH:fe that thiS t) PC IS vel) significant In the whole hi!itof) of Muslim num ismatics the 

word l anka h;'ls been mcnl1om.:d as a tcml in ArabiC scnpt In all othcr coinage either 'm-,)'/kkah or 0/· 

F,.,dclah· h:l\ e been lllentJom.:d S;'lVC the bilingual coin of Su ltan Mahmud struck rr0111 Matunudpur 

(Lahore) III Dc\ ll;lgn !ienpl where it IS ' tanka"'l. But here the Bengah word has been translated into 

Amblc, rather till': ofticlal name or the com is ment ioned fo r the first time The mint Lakhnaull IS also 

mentlolled The n.:peat of lllarg1l1allegclld on the obverse is :1 tradition Introduced by Radiya, 

I' ('nmoJ!" , P 7X 
I~ Ibid P 7~ 
I.,. Parmcsll\\ :tri wll Gupta, Com.~. (hencerorth COins). Fi rst cd. 1969, (Third ed ), (Reprinl I nl) , Nc\\ Delhi . 
Nmional Book Tnlsl, lndl:l, pp. !l5 & 22 1, PI. XX. Coin no 215 
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T,pl; B~ SIl\\; r 'I ;l ll ~j! 

A JOII11 com ISSlU,,:d from Bengal by YU Zb3k bcfore his declaration of IIldepcndel1cc probably III 650 or 

/l51 AH" On the obvcrst; the coin bcars both the Ilames of the Sullan N:lSlruddin Mahmud and govcrnor 

Yu zbak" the COIll has b(.~n discussed lalcr wIth JOIl1 coms III this chapter. 

T\Lle 64. S,hq Tan~i\ 

n1C ob\e rse of the COlli bears the Sultan"s name as usual The reverse of thl.! coin conl:uns the usual 

fonnula IF "alwd " / ' I11/(im "I./I.{,I.\( "n,wm omi", 'f mil "mmin and margmal legend 311 around" It rl.!ad ",mho 

hag/h, ", /(mkolll h, 1.1Ikhnmlli fi Saf ar sanah khams wa khamsin wa S/I{U nl/yah Tlml is "tillS T:mka was 

stuck at Lakhnalill III the momh of Safar, year fifty-five and six hundred i.e 655AH'" Here the month has 

been rncntlonl.:d and year IS the samc in ""hlch Yuzbuk took over the govenlOrship . So the coin mar have 

bc~n slnlek b~ hun and It IS prob3blc th31 he took the go\'crnorshlp In the month of Safar In 655 AH 

\\hl ch he delcte mcntloned III the coin . 

All the go\ernors of Bengal dunng the rClgn of Naslruddm Mahlllud excepi Yuzbak wt.:n.: lo)'al to thl! 

Dclhl Sultan Though YUZb~lk was also loyal In hiS early years and stnlck coins III lhe JOint names of the 

Sultan of Dclll1 al1d himself but later on he declared independence and struck coins In his own name But 

IlO measure \\:lS undertaken from the Dclhl court . Because the palace intngues among the courtjcrs In 

Deih, th:1I thc\ \\ cn: b ll s ~ :lficr plirsulIIg th l!lr IIldl\,iduat I>o\\ cr Yu zbak \\~S allowed 10 do as he \\ lIk"<l III 

Bt;ngal He c\en led an e'pcdltlOn to the \\CSI and captured Oudh. Whih; Balban. the c1l1cf minister was 

pursullIg po\\ cr 111 Dei h, With Masud Jani. Kishiu Khan and Tajuddlll Arsalan. Yuzbak \cnturcd an 

c,;;\peditton III (iS5 AH 10 KlInrup which became fatal for him and he lost hiS life III the battle ~" . 

II "as lu udddm Balban Yuzbakl \\ho took over the charg..: of go\·t;mOrshlp of Lakhnautl aftcr the d..:ath 

of Yu zbak 111 K:uun lp" hI.! shO\\cd Ius loyalty to the Dcthl Sultan Nasiruddlll Mahmud and struck cams III 

thc lauer's n:lJll": 1aimlud was luck) enough that no olher governors exceptmg Yuzbak dl!clnrcd 

IIldcpcndcncc In BCIlg31 durtng IllS rtlgn 

"" ,"'''/I/lom AII/"',, pp 116·11\01 . 
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A 7. G hiY:ISlItldill na lban 664 - 686/1266 - 1287 

TIll; next Dellll Su[t;lIl \\ hose coms havc becn found III BengJ I IS Ghlyasuddlll B31ban He ascended (he 

throm: III O\:lIu ;'Iner ~a smlddm Mahmud III 66411 266 and ruled upto 686112~7 During these twenty-two 

ye;l.rS Bengal "as gO\l..'nled b) several governors. Vl t. Muhammad ArsaJan Tatar Khan , Sher Khan, Anlln 

Khan and his dcpll l ~ Tughri l and Nasir ud din Mahmud, Balban 's son and successor in Bengal All these 

governors we:rC 3polllled b) B31 brm and they 311 ISSUed COlliS in the name of Balban except Tughri l who 

decl3red mdependence :'IIld SImek cams III Ills own name In Ihe later pa rt of Ills rule (c. F.78-68I AH) 

Onl~ one t~lle of Balban 's Si h er COIl1 of one Tanka denommation and of one lula weight standard \\ Ith 

certain \ ;UlatlOIl III deS igns and dates has bccn rcportoo frolll the: mint of LakhnaulI III Bengal No gold 

com of Balbal1 from Bengal IS reponed to b\: found 

ll.tN.6.L S.,lu;r Tanka 

The ob\crse bears the nJme of the Sultan WI(h the title as-Slilfon 14 '/-(1'#1'" Ci.h lya~ Ild-dllnyli wa 'd-din 

ahii'l nll/;o{ftl/, Btl/ht", m-Sul{fifl. i e ''The gre:lI Sultan. succor of the world and the religion. father of the 

conqueror Balban the Sultan", l1le obverse also bears the same marginallcgcnd as the reverse The usc of 

Ihls Identical dual margm was Introduced at first by Radlya fo r her Delhi issues \1 

111e re\..:rs..: bears the name of the Abbasid Khali fa al·Musfasim Billah With the title aJ·imlIm at the 

bcgmnmg :and lImir I/ '/-mll'mmifl at the cnd. placed 11\ the center with a marginal legend around It llle 

m:uglll bears the I1lllltn:Ulle and date, (lImbo hO{lhil fi~~'Olll hI /Q1I!!oh Lakhnollrifi sanah ~.'aliJja 11'0 ~'ahln 

11 (1 \' /11/1 mlyuh The millt "as ascribed as hI Kh,!!ah l..akhnouti, I c the region of Lakhnautl d;J. led M7 

As regards thl.' deSIgn, a ll the re\ crsc dCSlglts arc the same The legend has been placed In a double sq uare 

\\l\hll1 a ctrck 011 the other hand the obverse design IS somelimcs sllghtl)' different, somc coins have 

legends III a slllgic square \\Clulln a circle w!th (\\'o pellets 10 the top and bottom segments, oUler COms 

ha\e legends 111 double square \\Ithin circle. both h:wlIlg circular legends in the l1larglll ou tSide the circle 

Balban 's Bengal COIilS arc dated 665. 666':. 669, 671 Sl, 672 (Shawal)14 673{Muharr:un)", (Jumada) '>6, and 

of a doubtful feadlllg of 674 and 676Sl and 685 AH" (or 680AH 665 AH to 676AH), Dated COIllS \\crc 

Issued from Klutta Lakhnaut i by Muhammad Arsalan Tatar. her Khan , Amin Khan and Tughril. 

'1 /11(', 11 P lJ COlli 110 1:'''(1'11 
'~ S(: t . COIilIIO 7 1 ~ 
" Ibid, COIlt no 7 1 ~ 
.. Ibid ,conno 1 1~ 
... Ibid. COin no 11 (I 
..... IbId. COlli no 117 
,. Ibid, 00111110 711S, 
'" Ibid, CO UI no 71') 
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n.:spectl \'d ~ Prob:l bl ~ aft l.!r fl76 Tughril stopped coining mimi master's name and struck COlliS III his o\\ n 

n:ulll.: JIl 67S Ali..;r l)uppn,:ssJJlg the rebel lion of Tughnl III Gl!ngal Galban appointed hIs son asu'uddm 

i\hhmud Bughr a as th\.' governor of Bengal and th l.! coms dah:d 61S4 and 6~ 5AH were Issued by Bughra 

Khan III the nJ J11 1.' of hI S father All these governors of Bengal were loyal to Batban except Tughnl \\ ho 

rcbclh.:d III the last pan of 1115 rule 

Three of these coms became slgmticant due to the presence of the name of the month along wrth the year. 

Sh:mwal 1172. 1\'luharram. 673. and JUlllada 673 AH. The d<ttes of govcrnor Tatar Khan <tnd Sher Khan 's 

rule have nOt been menlloned nor do we know thc partIcular year of appollltmcnt of Arlllll Khall . 

Go\>cmor of Lakhnautl. by Galban. For the lack of contemporary sources we arc not in a poslt'Jon even 10 

conJectu re the c\'cnlS of part icular months of the respecti ve years mentioned on the COmS Tughnl was 

probably the gO\I.!n1or of Bengal at thaI tllne and most probably his own achit.:vemcnlS in the Jajnagar~9 

and Banga" areas h;l\e bl.'t;1l (;onullclllorated on the coms of Balb:tn before Tughri]' s assumptIon of 

I1ldepend~·ncl.' \ \"l:ltC\l;r Ihe cas!"; may bl.! thosl.! COms that record the months along with the yt.:ars ITlllst 

ha\ c bt.."\:n some son of COIlUllClOo ratl \C Issues. 

". Hablb .. lah QUOlmg l olM til-if {J1iI,r.llI. p '}65: FCflSht3 (I. p. 79). said thai Jajnag<l r had beell r:nded b)' Tughnl m 
(,72AH Therdore. he IIM\ have Sll1Jck coin III S:l wwaI 672AH 10 commemorate th .. 1 e"enl. A B M Habibullah. 
I·/.,mt/(l/Ifl/l 01 1/".11/11 U,tI" III 1111//(/ C,tlCulIU. P 192 
I. 111 (7) t\IO ('I cnt s h:l]lpcl1cd on(' in MlIhnrmlll other ill Jumada eIther or litis month fo r eOll1l1lemor.llll1g the \ ictol) 
over Bnng.1 (Loncol) anOII ,,:r m,l ~ be 10 sho\\ Ius 10) :111) to comme1l1or.lle Ihe reco,cl) of Sultall Balb:m from Ihe 
Illness /Ill . II. P (,{1 
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A 8. Muh:lmmad Oin Tughlaq 725 - 752/1325 - 135 1 

Muhamlllad bill Tughlaq sucecL'(h.:d his father Ghl)<lSuddin Tughlaq on the throne of Deihl 111 725AH His 

father GllIyasuddtn Tughlaq came to BengaJ in response to an appeal of Shlhabuddin Bughda and 

aw uddlll Ibrahllll (bill ShamslIddm FINZ of Bengal) \\ho \\ anted relief from theIr brother Bahadur"s 

atrocItIes In 124A1·!"1 On the Sultan ·s return Joum~:y to Tuhul(l~ he cstabhsln:d a mull there I\:l.m mg It as 

Tughlaqpur Tlrhul,·1 TuShlaq relurned to Delhi In the bcgi nmllg of 725AH and Bahadur was sent to Deihl 

:\S captl\e Before IllS departure from Bengal he gave the governorship of Lakhnauti to Nasiruddm 

Ibr:lhun as :l rew,lrd for IllS submission and Sunargaon and Salgaoo were given 10 Bahram Taur Khan. the 

adopled son or Tughl:lq'04 Ghl)'asuddin Tughlaq spent nc.1rlr a yt:3.r on Ius Bengal expedition and was so 

bus~ \\ilh COIl<IUl'SIS and consolidation thai it is not clear whclher he Issued coms from Bengal We know 

of onl~ onc t~pc of JOint coin of Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq and IllS governor :tSiniddin Ibrahim wlllch must 

have been IssUI.:d from L..1khnauli. 1111S IS discussed separalei) in thiS chapter. No other com of 

Ghlyasuddlll IS knO\\ 11 so far from Bengal. Vanous types of coins of Ghiyasuddin 's successor Muh:unmad 

bin Tughlaq an: found III Bellgal 

II IS kno\\11 tlml follo\\llIg IllS futher Muhanunad adopted Ihe same policy for lhe adnllniStratlon of 

Bengal. Accordlllg [ 0 7'iiri~ I Mubiirak ~hiih; and Ri)'a~ U~· Saftl!in. III 125M·1 after hiS ascenSIon 10 the 

throne he di Vided Bengal 111[0 three parts and apPoll1tcd lhree separalc govcrnors. VIZ. Izzuddlll Yaluya 

AZ<I111 ul Mulk III Salg~lon . Malik Pindar Khalji a lias Qadar Khan m Lakhnauti and TaraT Khan (adopted 

brother of Muh:mllnad) In Sunarcaon From the testimony of COlliS of Muhammad It IS eVident Ih:lI all the 

'hn.:c gO\cmors Iss ued COlliS from the th ree mInts of Benga l In the name of Muhanund blnTuhlaq 

It should be noled here Ihal aSlruddin Ibrahlln. Jomt govemor of I ... ,khnauti. apPOllltcd b~ Ghl)'aSuddm 

Tughlaq ISSUed COins JOllltly in his 0\\11 name and Tughlaq Shah~ Therefore when Muhammad appointed 

PlIldar KhalJI as i qfUc/II' 10 L...'1klmautl 11 IS assumed thai he. was subordinate to Naslrudd in TIlt! Joint coin 

of NaSlnlddlll and Muhammad test ifies to tillS filet (jomt coi lls discussed sepamtcly) 

There arc three " I)C5 I,;;lc h of gold and sll"cr COII\S of Muhammad bill Tughlaq and only one of copper h~\S 

beel! found so f:\r frOIll 81.:1\&:\1 

,,' IfB. II. p ~~ 
,.! UtI.WIII/III 'f·f ./1.\ quotcd b~ Aga Ma hdi Hossa in In Tughfaq D,I'na.fry. Caicuna 193(1. p. 71S. 
AI 118, /I, P g~ 
..... Aga Mrlhdl Hossalll. Ibid. p. 76 
.... , Discussed III Ilus chaplCt SCP:lr:llcly. see B 1. 
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T,pcAI QQldTank;\ 

1111: obH: r :;~ bc:u$ Ihl.: KalHl1il III a clrcl~ and the surroundlllg marginal leg~nd cont.'l IllS !hll'lha h(lz.,hls 

_,'lklw l" It ~Clhur I.tlklmll ll/ l ",allah arha ' wa fo'oha ' fll/yoh 'This COlli was struck In Lakhll3UII Clt~ III 

7J4AH" 

nle reversl.: conlains lilt.: name of the Sultan with the litle In the middle and the namcs of the four Khalifas 

on the four sides, all III a cIrcle. n\e SululJI 's name IS prefixed by his title and is proclaimed as (II mUjtihld 

Ii .wbil Allah Muhammad Ihn hgbloq Sbfih ·111i.! Warnor 111 the Path of Allah Muhammad ibn Tughlaq 

h:'Lh' 

1\ DC A I a. Gold Tank:. 

A similar gold COul like Type AI bUI was stnlck from the mint Tugblaqp,i, IIrl 1irlllll dated 735 with the 

name of Ihe $ull:'II1 IIlscnbed III the tlmd hne mstc,1d of the end of the second lillc. Before the name of the 

mint there IS an addItional word /qllm \",lllch \\ n5 an admimstrnuve UIlIl. 

T, pc /\ 2 Gold Tanka 

The ObH!rSC IS s1I11I1::ar to Tvpc A 1. but Ihe n13rgll1 IS differellL ho!.ad dmor/l hi SalgOnw jf :mnah Orb(l H.'Q 

J(lfd~in "" ,-ohd 'myel ' thIS 'dmara' (was struck) in Satgaoll in 734AH' The reverse IS completel y 

dlfferenl but thi,: deS ign IS Ihe same. III a Circle l1le Il.)gend IS fltmha zomiiml 'ahd or Ra;i HO!f/not Alhih 

Mllfltlmmm( hm 111gb/rill 's!nlck ill the IlIne of the servaJlt hoplll& for Ihc mercy of Allah Muhnnunad bill 

Tughlilq ' II IS 10 be noh.:d Ihnl thiS COill IS named ·dlllaf3· instead of slKXa of the Type A I and It' 5 \\CIg.ht 

IS mort: than T~ pe A I TIll! weight is 198 6 gr:l.ll1S (si).1ccn r::ali above weight). 0 qllalifylllg word is used 

before Ihe mlllt n;lIl1e. and the legend IS 3 humbler one 11m type IS also found with dates 12M and 729AH, 

T\pc AJ Gold T\lJ!!.w 

A JOIIII com 11\ the nameS of Muhanmlad bin Tughlnq and Gluyasuddln Bahndur. governor of SUl1::argaoll 

dated 72tt II IS descrlbl.:d III thIS Chilph .. .,. under JOint COIl1S. 

Tux; B 1 SII \\; r Tanka 

TIle ob\crse bc.u s the Knllma 111 a square Within a Circle in thret lines The margin. a portion of \,hlch IS 

Out of the n:lll. cont:uns III.tJkhmlll(; I.e In Lakhn utt m PI 29AH 

111e. rc"' I.:Tse bl.!.1rs the l\::anle of the Sult::aJl in n square. The legend IS the saml! as of Gold Type A I but the 

\\ord ·Muhammad· IS placed at the beginning of the third lin!! IIIstead of nt LIIe end of the secolld hlle J.nd 

the four Khahfahs' nameS nrc 111 the segments outside lhe squ::are. from th!! top. III an ::1IIU clockwls('; 
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direction This I\pe IS onl~ knO\\11 forll1 Ihe Lakhnautl mint The $lIlgnporc Auction CaTalogue mcntlons 

onc such COUI datcd 726AI-I'''' 

T\pC Bin Sd\cl T;mkil 

nIl.' ob\crsc IS as abo\ c T, pc B I bUI 10 a circle The 1113rgillal Icgend IS olltslde the circle and comalns the 

n:lI11C of the mint 3nd dalc The dates arc 727, 72~ , 721.). 730. 733AH'" and thl.! IIlUIlI S Shahar Lakhnautl 

Thc reversc Icgend IS thc same as gold Typc AI , but the word (Muhammad), is at the end of the second 

hne 11115 t~ pc has also bl.."Cn muck from Shahar Sunargaon dated, 733, 734 and from Salgaon dated 72~· 

73 1 and 733 • 735M-I"" 

All the Sll,er \ ~lr ItlCS of T\ IlC B I bear the (1/(1111 Mulmlllmnd of Ihe re\ ersc legend. 111 the blJglnnlng of the 

tlurd 1m..: rnsle:ld of at the end of line two nlC mmt is umugaoo dated 172)9 The SlI1gaporc COlli 

Auction ( ;11 has illustrated onc coin of sll\'er, Type Bl a.., the margi n of \\!lIch mentioned 1111s ' fi4dah ' 

(COIll) \\35 struck III the crt ~ of Lakhnauti,w 

It IS to be noted here Ihal Muhammad billTughlnq inilmll,"(j the issuance of cams from variOus milliS 1I1 

Bengal 111cse mrnts \\ere designated \ariousl)' as ' Shahar' (City), VIZ. Shahar Lakhnautl and Shnhar 

Sunargtton BUI S~l(gaon was mcntloned WiUl0ut any qualifying name Tughlaqpur urI' Tlrhut was 

designatcd as ' Iqlun ' It may be recalled here that the gold Joint com of Bahadur and Muhammad bm 

Tughl:lq Issued from Sunargaon has been qualified as 'bl I=lndrnt Sunarkanw' indlcatmg the presence of 

the ruler then: As JOlllt nl ler Bahadur's res idence "as In Sunargaon, TIlere he used the tlltle of ' bl' 

Imdra!' for thc 11lInl Aftcr hiS nllc II \\as drOIJpcd ;md ' Hadr:lI Sunatgaon' became ' Shall:lr unargaon' 

Copper corns \\cre not fat11lhar III Bengal and in the presence of ' kaunes' (sc.:a shells) lhere \\as no need of 

an~ copper currenc~ But Muhanmmd bin Tughlaq mrtrtated Ius famous forcc.::d token currency relllac.::rng 

Ihe slhcr III 730A H :lIld abandoned It III 732. DUring thLS penod he also struck copper coins from Bengal 

as hI.! did from other places of hiS empm: Fcw SpCClIllens of forced cOIlI>cr COlliS of Muhanunad bin 

Tughlaq ha\e been found from LakhnauII:tnd Salgaon mints dal ('.'d 730. 13 IAH. In Ihls type L:tkhn:mll 

was mentioned as " hlliln ' and Salgaon as 'Arsah.7t) 

,~ Sf :.1. PI -0 . COI11 no 71N 
" ( ''''II(1~t' pp 127· 12X Ineludlllg FOOl nOles; S(:·I II} \N mentIOned firsllhrcc d:lIcs,p 48. COin no 71'.1 
.~ r '''lIIn~(' p 127 
, ... ,W·, I. l lJ'.II),pl ,14, eOUlnos 7-1 1. 742 
'" ('III1fOj!(', P 142, ,(1111110 51)1 13 & 593 
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T\-D~ C I Copper T;!.n~i1 

The ob\ erse bc:ars 111 :\ circle a comple:tc1) nc\\ ICSl.!nd. man "'ii'as SulWn lnqad alo'ar U(I~1mtin. ' lie who 

ob9S th..: 5ul l:111 , Ifuh hI.! Obc)S thl.! HlI.!(Clful (AllaJl) ', ruld (he m:l.rgll1 IS (dar Arsah Salkan\\ si ck) ' In 

Arash 5algaol1 111115 COlli \\35 struck) III 171 3 1 AI-r The marglllal legend IS again enclosed by a double: 

circle 

111e reverse bears Ih\., legend 111 a double circle. muhllr ,wud Tankah rlJlj dar rfJzgiir h(mdah IImidk'nr 

Mllhammad IIIJ.:h ltlq Ilus l:mka was stamped as current 111 lhe ume of ti ll.': hopefu l sel'Vanl Muhammad 

Tughlaq·. 

It IS to be notl-d hen: th:H probabl)' for the first IlIllC the legend of the eoUl and tht,; date IS composed In 

Pl.!rslan The dCSIgn;lllon of the mint, ar.mll (or distnct) and Iqlim (province) ,\150 appear In thIS forced 0 1 

loken cuncnc\ No sllch COlliS bearing the mmt Sunarg'aon were found No copper COin or billon COUlS of 

Muhamm:ld Tughl:ll) olht,;f tlmn Ihese forced currency were found from Bengal minis 

The I:lnguage of th t,; legend ·hopefu l selVan!' IIIdlcatcs Wt,; Sullnn"s hcsltal10n n.nd he humbl~ hoped that 

thiS token \\ould be accepted b) his subjeclS. Therefore, he de.:'Vlscd the fomlUl:t 'he who obe.:~s the Sultan 

obe)s Allah" for the.: ob\l;:rsc In the reverse legend tIus copper COin is nrum:d as Tanka and It WIlS hoped 

that tlUs stampt.--d as on..: tankh 1 ralJ, hke the clrculaled mont:} The language of the com IS similar 10 the 

prOltllss30 notc of present tl1nl.:5 

Various t ~ pes of gold and slh er coins. sa\ e :l fe.:'~ copper ones of Muh:ll1ll1l:ld bill Tugh laq. from 'V:lrlOUS 

111IIlIS of Bengal lIldicate hiS superior aWllIllIstr."ltion and the economic activll), of the prO'VIIICI! Probabl~ 

by thiS tllne Salgaoil \\as not a CII), III Iht: cOlltemporary sense. as a pan It needed an casy supply of COlliS 

for the sl:a gomg Iradl: All Ihcsl: mllm \\ crc admuHslercd b~· go\'cmors The pres..:ncc of both gold and 

sll\cr COIl1S $pc.1.k of Ihe amul.!ncc of BengOl I :It that tlIllC. nil.! \\ord T3."~;1 ' was mentioned for th t,; second 

IlOlI! 1/1 BenSOl llll the COlll::lgc probn.bly Hl these forced currency after aslruddlll Mahmud of Deihl. 

111e gold and Sil ver Tankns arc of one lOla weight standard of Muhammad bill Tughlaq save hiS two ne\\ 

gold and slher COHIS 111e gold dinar weighs 1986 grams and tht: silver Tanka 141.5 grams kno\\n 3S 

iI,lIi"' go ld \\:1" 1(, failS higher ::Ind si h er 1(, ralis lowcr III welsht . No gold or stlvcr coin of Ihe Adlt 

\\elghl \\ cre nlilltl.:d III Bellgal 

It may be ment Ioned hefl.! that 11\ the Bengal coins of MuhanmlJd bm TughJaq aJ1 the throe tenus for COlliS. 

\ IZ. slkkll lie/clall and 7""kllh \\ere used. 
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B. ,loint Coins or the Bengal Govern ors with Delhi Sultans 

Some COIllS have been found In the Joint namcs of the DeIhl Sultans and the Oengal governors issued by 

the Bengal Go\'cmors The) belong to Group B of our classification In nil four Sultans and four 

governors h:1\'c been n:prcscntcd b) their rcspccti\ c)oi nt coills They an: 

SUIl3.11 Sh;Ullsudd lll IhuullI sh With Daula! Shah bin Maudud 

2 Sultan NaSlnlddlll Mahmud With Ikhtiyar uddm Yu zba.k 

3 Sultan Gluyasuddlll Tughlaq and Sultan Muhrunmad bin Tughlaq With asiruddin Ibr:tlum 

4, Sult;1Il Muhammad bill Tughlaq with Ghiyasuddin Bahadur 

B I. Oaulal Shah hill Ma udud' s joinl coin wilh Sha rusuddin Iltutmish 

FoIIO\\lOg Ihe death of pnnce Nasiruddlll Mahmud Iktiyanlddin Bulka KhalJI rebelled in Bengal Tabaqfi( 

~ I - NiI:\'lri Sllnpl~ 1111..:nlloncd that after the demise of Prince Nasir ud dm Mahmud Sultan IItutnl1Sh 

marchc..'d to Lakhnaull , quel led thl.! disturbance of Malik Ikhttyaruddin Balka and after rctuming to Delhi 

In Ra!ab 627AH confl.!rrl.!d Ihe g,overnorshlp of Bengal to Malik Alauddin Jani n , Therefore, Balka ruh .. -d 

for about onl.! ~ear from Jumada I 626 to Rap,b 627 AH In some old copies of the Tabaqiil. / ./01(1,\/,.; fwd 

In Ihl.! maJont~ of /{,ha(/iil.,.Nas,ri the date of subJugauoll of Balka is given as 62gAH instead of 627AH 

cxtcndlOg Balb 's rul!: by one year l.l, Alauddm Jam was remo\led from the governorship of La.khnautl 

\c.r: soon and Malik Salfuddm Albak was elevated to the throne of Bengal 5a1fhddlll ruled Bengal as a 

go\ernor IIplO 631 / 1234 

DUring, thiS PCllod anI.! sll\\.:r com. beanng the names of Khahfa AI·Muslrulslr Billnh and ullan IItutrn ish 

on the obverse.: and 'Alallddlll Daulat Shah bin Maudud on the reverse, has bt.."Cn foundN Its date IS Cit her 

617' < or fl2\)AH 1
• The difference III rea.dlllg the date is due 10 the rcadlllg of the uml whJch can be read as 

Saha or Ih '(/ The dl;scnplLon of the COIil is given belo\ . 

D'PI: B l SI" er T ;'Inka 

111e ob\c rse bears the II:\IIU: of the Kha.llfa along \\l lil the IIltle Amin 'I mil ' mmin' :lIld 1111.': name of the 

Sultan II tulnush \\lth ;'I kW IIYlIh 'Abu ' l Fat~ ' and tltlc ' burhci"U am/r't! mu 'mmfn No coin of II tutnl1sh 

bears the kUl1Iyah Abul Fath Instead. Abul Muzaffar has been used. The title ' Burhan ' tallll .. "S onl y with 

thl; horseman l)llC gold com bc.1ring the mint name Darb bi Gaur issued by ' Iwad during his early 

! C()I/Iagt' . p 15X 
:: 7:\'. tc.1o:1, p 17.1. quoted by Thomas in JASI$ (1813). p. 363 Fn . 
. \ 1',\'. (Ra\'en~) , p 617 Fn 5. 
4 / ('13. II, J..J .... ·I) (l g71). P 1(1.1. COlli 110. 13 , ., 

Ibid, p . .1(1.1 

.,. ("Qirlfl,!tt'. p 21. cOin no 5lA. II N Wnglu gavc the rc:lding as 629 (1) with a question m:lrk 
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\ :lSsnlage ~\Ild \\ hI Ch rdl.'rs 10 Illutmish 1.S hl4rhCin/i amid '/ mil 'mlnl1l , On all olher coms 1llUIIlmh has the 

1IIIe of nii~'1I'I1 (l 11I ;r l llmlmuWI The word ' Burh:lI1 ' mc:tns ' proof i.e. the proof of the Commander of the 

Faithful. aSS ig ned 10 IIlul1lllsh b~ the governor of Bengal. Daulat Shah bin Maudud , 

TIle n.!\I,.: rsc bears Ihe name of the go\-e01or, he himself proclaimed high soundmg tilies on lhe re\ erSe, 

such (IS SII /!<iml '/ Alfll (the Just sultan), ' S!Johon sliGh f Bii! i!, (munificant klllg of the kmgs) AM " KJ;Jfm 

(father of the Champion). 'o~kul(l Klw![fa ill/fah. (the ami (helper) of the vicegerent of Allah) and ?ahir ll 

WI/In 'f m il mlll i ll (suppo rter of the commander of tht..: faithful) No mini namt..: is given 011 the coin, The 

date IS on the no:\ erSe Illarglll The Identll ~ of the name of Daula! Shah bin Mal/dud is a puzzlc-. as Ihere IS 

no record of such a n ;). l1 u; It1 the list of governors and ruk:rs 111 Bengal71 

Most oflhc scholars hold that Daulat Shah bin Maudud of the coin was identical with Ikhtiyaruddlll Balka 

Khaljl Thom;ls on the basiS of a manuscript of Tabaqat conSiders thiS view. III which the name is Malik 

Ikht l ~ nn ldd l1l D~ul :1I Sh:.h I B:lIka and associates more directl y the title \\ llh the name , The name of Balka 

KhalJI recorded \~Hlous ly as ' Daulat Shah Khalji, Malik I l:1khnauti . Malik Iktl yaruddlll Balko. ' (TN, 

Calcutta text , p, 1(2), and Malik lkhliyaruddlll Iran Shah Balko. KhalJI71 , Ra\Jcrty identified him as the son 

of ' I w~d KJla lJI "j But In Hablbl 's eop) of 1'Clbaqfl l-f.Ni4'l r l only ' Malik Daulat Shah Khalj i Malik i 

Lakhnautl "" is ment ioned K R Qa.nungo also holds thc same view i.e, Balka and Maudud a rc Identi cal. 

but hI.: presumed lilal Balka was a partisan of ' lwad~ 1 The above views a rc based on the rcadmg of the 

com'!, da ll! as 627A H Bul sOll1e scholars question why Balka should inSCri be the name of Iitutnllsh, 

against \\ hOI11 he had rebcl ll,:d on hiS coins
ll

. TIll! other question IS why would Balko. mention Maudu d If 

he "as h' ad 's son On th l.! other hand Abdul Karim holds that Daulal Shah and Balka arc different 

persons He ;HgUC$ that s1l1ce S ultan IltulIn/sh's name has been inSCribed Daulat Shah was not a rebel But 

:lccord lllg to M1l1h:\) Balk:! rebelled agamst the Deihl Sultan Aga m there IS no valid rcason to proclaim 

Dalilat Shnh 11\ the COIilS o r Ikhti yaruddin Balka, Therefore, Balka and Daulat Shah arc not identic-'ll 

Karim pn:s umcd Ihal after Ihe dcuth of Naslnlddm Mahmud l11ere was disorder among the soldlcrs o r 

II tulmish at Lakhnauli pnor to the appointment of a governor from Delhi AI thut time.. Daubt Shah , :l 

commander of the forces. assumed power and struck coins in the joint names of Iltutmish and himself in 

fi2 7AH. ThiS acl of a fellow soldier encouraged Balka to assume power and by ki lling Dalilat Shah he 

(Balka) usurped Ihe throne and decla red independencc1l
) , 

. , 1,\/("'11, pp 110· 11 1. ('''1II0g<', pp, XV II-XVIII . TN. (Ruvcny), pp, 625-627, 
" 

.J.·I,'ln ( I X7 ' ). p l(,-l Fli QllOICd b\' Thomas 
' ~ T.\". (R,a\ Cfl~ ). p. 6 17 . 

~" 1:"1 (B,wgla AClldclII\ Ed ), p, 76 Fn, 5 
~I liB, II, p. -l" . 

~ : S"lln/ll /m"I, pliO 
I< ' lbld, pp 11 2. 11" 
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Mohar All staleS SOllll'\\h:'11 dlffercntly th3t after assulllmg po\\cr III Lakhnautl Malik Balka KhalJI Issued 

coms 111 h27JI2JII III thl' Jomt names of Iltulnush and huusdf, tills ho\\cvcr did not satIsfy the Delhi 

Suhan"~ 

Consldcrmg Ihl! abQ\·e \Iews we presume that If 627AH is accepted as the coin's corree! dale then the 

Issuer of lhe com \\as Ikhu)3n.Jddm Daulat Shah Balk3, SOmetHne he was 1Ill!Illjoncd as ' Iran Shah '. "le 

COIll was stnld: al the \er:- begmning of hI s assumption of power at Lakhnautl , To camounagc the other 

m'al Malik. he put the Sult:m's nallll! Ie II tutmish on the coin and the Iligh sounding Utle .':i!.whtln£hilh I 

Ha! ,1 indlc:ues Ills mtcnllons Mon .. 'Ovcl the reverse legend is more emph3tlc and mon: at p;l.r with the 

hIles of thl! Sultan on the obverse, Sultan IItutmish is given the title of A.I' Sul{onu 'J A'iom and himself 

IIlstcad of the usual Sldtlinl/ '/ MIl 'az:;am he assumes the title of A.I' Sultanl/ " ·Adtl. (the Just klllg) Ag:UIl 

he calls hllllsi.!lf :i!.1(Il/cm Shlih I He;!,I/ but glvcs no cqulvalenlwll,; to IItutllllsh Then aner the regnal title of 

Illull1ll sh \\ Iueh \\:\s Sh:unsuddm. hI S o\\n tith.: of Alauddin fo llo\\5. l1lere IS a kUIU),ah for both, for 

IltutnllSh It IS AMi " F(l I~1 (futher of \-Ictory) and for himself obI; " gbiizi (fathl,;r of the ch~l.mpion (who 

became "ICIOrlOIlS), \\ It II 31most equivalent meaning, It is to be noted here that all the coins of IItutmish 

bear obit '/ mlf~atlilr. here the go\'cmor Galls him abii" fatb . Again the Sultan was given Ihe title hlirMIIII 

amin', mll 'mln;n I C proof of the amin-I mu"mlllin not the usual nii~'lr 'lI omln "/ 111/1 'minin whIch was 

uscd III the COlliS of litutllllsh And for himself he chose (hand (helper) of the vIcegerent of Allah) nOI 

Amlrd 1u'mllllll Inicrestlllgl) it IS to be noted here that the Delhi Sultan IS "proor" of Amin'l Mu 'II\1nlll 

3nd the gO\1,;010r hllnsclf IS helper of the Kha.lifa (vicegrcnt) of Allah . 111erefore, in the coin Icgends the 

gO\cmor s !i uPCrlorit~ o\er thc Sultan is clcarly indiC!1tcd No equal title was given 10 the sult31\ but 

SQ\emor hnllsclf III addItIon proclaImed an l!CJuivalent of bllrhimll amll"l'l ""1 'minlll, 'supporter of the 

AllIln ' t MU ' IIIt11I11'_ al ICJ.sl t\\O Illore tilles like wahan .'i..biih I blig." and a~/ada Kha!JflulIlI(lh along \\Ith 

1\15 fathers !lOllle hOH.' bel,;l\ put b~ Daulat Shah on thl,; COin 

Thelc IS no U1dqll.:llllcl1t COlli of Daubt Shah bin Mnudud. Probably he dId not have the time to strike rilly. 

as soon he \\as c:lpturl,;d :lnd probably slam by the Sultan A coin of Daula! Shah of Bengal was published 

III 1977 b~ P L Gupl<llIIthe Joumal of Numismatic Digest and in 1979 by Manik Lal GU)lt:1111 the INS!. 

But bOlh the schol.:1 rs InJdc mistakes III Identifying the sultan with Daulat Sh:1h bin Maudud The coin of 

D3UI.:11 Shah reportl,;d by these scholars has no connection with the coin of Daulat Shah bin Maudud. The 

names of the Kha1Jfa f\-1ustanslr Blllnh in the coms of Daul:u Shah bin Maudud and Muslasim Blilah in the 

COul of Daulat Shah llIoy be the deciding factor. Daulat Shah 's coin will be discussed in the proper place 

tater on 

If the 62CJAH dale of the com of Daulat Shah bill Maudud IS taken to be COrroct (H . N. Wright) thcn 

ob\ lousl~ Ihl.! ISSUl,; r of Ihl! COlli \\ould be Alauddm Jam" hom tllulnHsh made gowmor of L.'l.khnauli after 

H !/.1m. IA p 1)2 
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suppreSSlllg the n:\ olt of B:!.lk:!. . Malik Alauddm Jam was 'Shahzada ' of Turklslan so he may have struck 

COlllS~' Both Daubl Shah bin Maudud and Jani had identic.'ll til Ie of Alauddm and as a vassal he issued 

COinS JOll1tl ~ \\1111 the name of Sultan Iitulnllsh TIll; high sounding titles rc.:n t..'Ct his a.mbltlons fo r 

IIldcpcndcncc We: h:!.\\! no ,"fonn:11lon a.bout the actlvltlCS of AluddL11 Janl and ' for some reason he was 

rcmo\ cd from the gOH:rnorshlp of Lakhnaull . hiS shon rule lastlXl one year and a few months onlyMi After 

that Malik S:ufuddlll Albak, governor of Bihar, was glVf.."O the governorship of Lakhnaull He dll.:d In 

633AH after rulmg for dlfCC ~ C.1fS TIlcrefore. we may count backwards 10 delcnnine the last date of 

Janl 's remO\ 31 :lnd ascenSion of Saifuddin. Three years backwards from 633 IS 630AH. Jam was given the 

charge III RaJob (l28AII So. III RaJab 629 he completed one year TIIDI same year he was removed and 

Salfuddln apPointed ThiS is according to the Tabaqat 's calculation but we do not have any infommtion 

abou t the cause of Jam's removal. even the Tabaqat is Silent on this. TIlt=. coin legend, the assumption of 

lugh·SOlllldlllg titles on the Joint COin, Iu s :ntcmpls 10 proclallll independence In Bellgal , mit::.hl have becn 

the c;\use of his remo\:!.1 All these assumptions Will only be applicable If we accept the date of the JOint 

eom as 629AH :1S re:!.d b~ Wnghl 

Onl~ onc COIil of D;tulal hah bill Maudud has been found It IS of Silver. of full Tanka dcnommation and 

of one lola standard 0 nllnl nanle IS menlJoncd. Discovery of a clearly cbted COin may solvc the 

problem. \\ hcther Ihe Issuer of the COm beanng the name Daubt Shah bin Maudud was Balka KhalJI (627) 

or Alauddm Janl (62 1) ) or a thIrd person . 

• ~ SlIlIani Amol. p I HI 
JI\ 7:V. Ra\"crl~ . p (,] 1 .. r1l 5. Ad, Purva. pp.47·~8 . 
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B 2, Malik IklHi~aruddin Yuzb:lk's Join t Coins wil h asiruddin Mahmud 

The govenl()r of Bengal. JaJ:lluddin Mas 'ud Jam was succeeded by Malik Ikhuyar ud dm Yu zbak, 

governor of Qudh TIlough he 'was a habitual rcbclt7, still he did not proc hllnl mdepcndence al firs!. AI the 

earl~ period of Ius mh: he was 10)'31 to the Deihl coun and sLnlck coms from Bengal III the j01l1t names of 

the Deihl ullall Nasir ud din Mahmud and himself But very soon he declared independencc and stnu:k 

COinS III hiS 0\\ 11 11a111e 

Onl~ one I ~ pc of Jomt C0111S arc fouud \\hich was issw .. "d by Yu zbak from Bengal nnd arc of onc Tanlto 

denOn'1I11:Hlon The \\i,aghl slandard was after the tola weight and 111 si lver on ly, No coins in other metal or 

anr denom inational COinS are found in Join names , 

I\'pl.! BI. Siher r ... nka 

A joint coin beanng thc names of Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud of Deihl and Yu zbak, lhe governor of 

Bengal has been fou11d TIle ob\ erse bears the Icgend in the circle as Sfll,lmlll (I'Z;am Nii,flr lid dllnyolt.'aU 

,'i" (lhM 1n1l;(lffHr Ma{wllid bm (IS SlllIon .l lIawbaf 01 'ahd Y'izbak a.\' SIII!om, 'the grc:1I Sultan hclper of 

the world and the religion fu ther of the conqueror Mahmud son of the Sulm.n 111 the VICC royalty of Yuzbak 

3S Sult3111' 

TIle reverSe tx.:ann!; thl.: kgcnd III Arabicjf 'oh(uJII Imam (1/ MII,\· t(l'~/m (mllr, '1 mll 'mminfl, ' 111 the lime of 

the Il.:ader al Musta 'Slnl commander of the bclievl.:rs' The margm gives the mini name of Lakhnaull and 

the date TIlC com was fin;t published by Thomas and Hoemle, later on, it fmds its place 111 the Indian 

Museum, Calclltta (lMC. II P 22 no 140), But the legend of the lasl two linc:s of the obH:rsc \\as not 

di,:clphcn,-d fl.lll ~ :l.nd though the Illmt name Lakhnautl \\as there but the datc's Ullit \\as not clear and arc 

off thi,: flan The fil'st aud st:clJnd digits \\hlch arc n:;ld:l.ble show 65('1), 

In th15 type the Oel lu Sultan IS given the tille 0.\' SullO" U '/ a'iam and the govemor is represented as l 
nOlihatl ',- '(lhd }',i:h(lk (IS SII/(iim , 111:11 IS in the governorshIp or during the viceroyalty of the slave 

Yuzbak as Sullal1l 

'nlC Jomt COIl1 T~ pc B I 1:S not dated but there IS a com of tlu s type 111 Se A \\llIch be:1rs the mml n3mc and 

date_ ' L3klm3utL 651 ' So It IS certam th ... , Yu zbak did nOt proclaIm hiS independence till (l; 1 and as a 

10) ;11 gm cmor to the Su ltan of Deihl he II1scnbcd the Su ltan 's name 3S as SII/(an "~I O'iom N{it 1r lid dllnJ'd 

11'(1 'd ehil oM 'I 1n1l;(I(/ iJ /' M(1~,"lfjd hili (IS Suf!iin, His own nnmc appears :lS a humble subnusslon 10 Ihe 

Sultan as Ii fI{lI/he,1I '/ tlhd-Y'-izh(,k as SIt/!am (I C III the period of the govt:rnorship of (he s!:lve Yu zbak) 

11- A lre.')d~' hc W;IS rc\ollcd (wlce agil1l1S1 $lIhan Nnisruddin and each time been pardoned and promolcd through the 
favourc of Ulugh Khan B:llb<l ll lIB, II. P 51 
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On lhe r(: \·crsc IS {hc usual n:llne or {he Khali/a On some coins L:lkllll:lUli is clcar on the Ill:lrgm bUl thc 

d:llc IS mlsslllb 011 thc basIs or his mdependent coin which is d3ted 652 and on the basis or seA com 

d:\tI.:d 65 1 II m:.) be ascenalOcd Ihal thiS JOIll coms were stuck before his declarati on o r IIIdcpcndcl1cc III 

652AH 
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IJ J. Nasiruddin Ibrahim 's .loint Coins wit h Chiyas llddin T ughlaq and Muhammad Bin Tughlaq 

Nn.slruddlll Ibrahlill was one of the sons of Sultan Shamsuddin Firuz of Bengal who Isslu:d coms But he 

Issued them after 1115 fathcr 's dcath jOll1lly 111 tlu; narl1t!S of Ghlyasuddjn Tughlaq and Muhammad bill 

Tughbq 

Ibn Balula mfonns uS Ihal III 122M'1 Sluhabuddm succeeded hiS father FlruZ bUI was challenged by Ius 

~oungcr brOlher Bah:ldur, \\ho sel7.ed Iht! kingdom :lnd klll!.!d most of hIS brothers, Two of them, 

hlhabudd1ll 31ld Nasiruddlll fl i;d to Delhi to Ghlyasudd in Tughlaq and sought help, Aecordll1gly Tughlaq 

Sh:lh marchi;d 10 Bi;ngal and Bahadur was captured in battle and sent to Delhi as captivc", N;tSlruddll1 

IbraJum \V3S W ... cn the govcmorshlp of LakJmautl for hi s subnussion and loyahtylS', Therefore, asmlddin 

\\as apl)oinled as JOint nIter In 124AHJ1324CE by Taughlaq Shah N3siruddm was also al lowed to strike 

COlliS III 1111': j01ll1 nalllcs of himself and Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq , Ghly;tSuddin anncxed S.:ug03n 3nd 

Sonargo:ln 3J1d placed them under his adopted son Bahram alIas Tatar Khan , 

Tughlaq dl!.!d at AI"ghanpur 011 dlC way dunng hIS retum Journc,;y to Deihl U\ 725AH, His son Muhammad 

SliCCeeded hml and he released Bahadur Shah and appointed lum as governor of Sonargoan on certain 

condltlOllS He \\a$ also &1\ cn pcnnisslon to strike coms jomtl) as has been dIscussed separately In thIS 

chapl~' r Also, Malik Pmdar Khatjl was made the governor of Lakhllautl WIth the lIt1e of Qadar Khan b> 

Muhammad Tugh laq. therefore. it IS eVident that Tughlaq made Qacbr Khan a joint go ... cmor wllh 

NaSlnlddlil and thi; laller W3S called off to Delhi Nothing has been heard ::tbout 3Siruddin except Ihat he 

pcrfomled \\1.: 11 11\ the ballic 10 quell Balml.m Klshlu III Mullan In 727A1-1 as all aid to Muhammad 

TIlSh~:lq')O' 

Two t ~ pes of Naslnlddlll Ibrahim's coins arc known, All arc of sl lvcr onc Tanka and of Ollf,; tola wClght 

standard h IS 10 be mc::ntloned here that born types arc JOUlI eoms with 1\\0 Delhi Sultans. Glu)'3Suddm 

Tush laq and Muhammad bill Tughlaq respectively 

'(\po,; BI Slh~rTanka 

1111: coms \\ ltll the JOllll names of Ghlyasuddtn Tugh laq and a5lruddin Ibralllnl The obverse bears 111 a 

squarc Ihe l1am!.! of the Dd lu Sultan With the tItle as ~Ill!i'in 11 '1 a';am, 111C full legend on thc obverse is 0,1 

Sill/tin /I " a';ant (ihlyci-! 11(/ dlmycf \I'(I 'd di'u obin mu?011arTIl£hlaq SiJlfh Ol' Sul{an, 'The supreme Sultan 

succour of the "orld ;md the: religIon father of Ihe conqueror Tughlaq Shah the Sultan ' , 

,., Ibn 8:11\113. Nlh/rl. p .1'1'). quoted by Mohar Ali m IlAm. A I. p 1 15 
. '1 Baml1L. p -1 50, quoted b~ Mohllt All in (IM8, AI . P 115 
'' If.Im 1, / p 11 (, 
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Tht: reverse bears the name of lhe go\crnor wl1h the humbler title as SUIUlf1 II ./ mil 'tJfZ(1I/1 N6Ylr lid dUflyG 

wd" din aMi '/ I1111'{-atJM /hrc}him Sbah as Sulf(in hln m' Sul{iin. 'The great Sulta.n helper of the world :lnd 

religIOn fa thl.:r of thl.: \ IctOry Ibrahim Shah the Sultan son of the Sultan ' . N:lslruddm used the fomlUla as 

Sultan bm Sultan ' U~. Sulta.n son of a SUha.tl as his father Firuz wus a Sulta.n?I . 

~B2 SII\c;r Tank;!. 

The obverse bC~lrs {(\ SIt/!im /1 '1 a 'tam Muhamm(u/ ~lih 0,1' Sul!iin bm (1,1' Sul.tan. ·thl.: supreme Sult3n 

Muhammad Sh:1Il the Sultan son of the: Su ltan', in a double square WlthJll a Circle with no marg.in . 

111C reverse bears the name of the Governor With the lesser Litle of m' Silifan 11'/ mu'aztorn Nasir u" dun;'lI 

'It!o'cl cit;' abii '/ mll;G1TClr Ihrahim SMh Gl' SU/(611 bm Sultan. ' the great Sultnn helper of the ",orld and the 

religion f:.ltlh.:r orlhe: conqueror Ibrahim Shah Sultan son of Sultan ' " o Illargm IS traceable' 

BOIh coins arc dlf'fercnt in desigll and arrangement of legend. But the Sultan of Delhi has bccn given the 

supcflor title nl (I';wm :lnd the govcrnor is almu 'n.zZAm Ohiyasuddin Tughlaq's COin ic::gcnd ends only 

\\lth {II' ,'iulum but NaslnJddlll has been given the title G.\· SlIllon bm m' SIII,I(m as his father Flruz was the 

Sult:.ln of Ikngal On the other hand GhlyasuddUl Tug.hlaq ·s father was not a Sullan. In Muhammad 

I ughlaq S COIil both th.: Sultan and go\cmor used the title "Sultan bill Sultan' as both wen; sons of a 

IHC\ IOUS Sultan As the:rc \\35 no date or mint name on the com it is rc.'\Sonable to bcilc\'e that both thl! 

coins \\e:n: struck from Lakhllauti a.nd Ghlyasuddin Tughlaq 's COII1 struek III 725 or before 12SAH as 

GllI~:!suddlll dlL"d III 125AH?l 1\'1uhamm:ld Tughlaq 's coin's date was between 725 to 727AH, the )'I!ar 

NaSlmddlll "as cn lh.:d offlo Delhi Stapleton proposed Muhammad Tughlaq 's COlO 'S date as 726N-f"4. 

There IS a. ~cul"'flt~ In dCplctlllg the word ' a.l a'Z31l1 ' and 'as Sultan ' Ul the coin of Muhammad bill 

Tughlaq It IS not cas~ to undl.:rstand \\hy the word 01 (I 'fnm and as SII/ron have b,."cn brokcn up and 

pl:accd scparatcl~ Tradliionall~ they are placed logetllcr on the coins . It was done due to the shortage of 

Sp:lcc. IS nOl cOnCl'I\:lbh:. then "h) these two words are engraved like this'! In fact. the lext of the obverse 

of type B I is 10ngcT than the obverse of Type B2 and issuer of both me coins art tile same person, 

;'l~lnldd1rl Ibrahim \:, \:11 Ih\.· r\:\'crse legend (be.1nng his own name) is longer Ihan the: obverse yel that has 

1101 blXlI broJ..cn Wh~ tll\,;$e I\~O words arc engravcd IlkI.' lills IS not 1.;35)' to c.xplaUl. It rna) also be nOloo 

hcre Ih:.11 C'l:CCU llOIl of Muha1lllllad ·s J Oi nt coins werc also a bit cmde III eompanSlon to GllIyasuddlll 's. 

It may also be noticl.-d that on the coin only Muhammad Shah has been inscribed to denote Muh;'lmmad 

bin Tughlaq 11 can be assu nli .. "d that Naslnlddin struck COinS In the name of Muhammad bin Tughlaq from 

"I .I.ISIJ (X,\' .\'I'IJI . /9.'J) . I) 0121. Numismatic Supphmcill. s\'I .. 191I.p.699.pl.xv.coll1 no.3. 
~: JASB. Ibid. p. 01 201. (,'wnagl.' . p, IH. coin no.505 B. 
~l J,4 .... ·8 I '\"\ 111 . 1922 l.pA21 
.... Ibid. P ·424. 
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Lakhn~llIll lu sho\\ Ills :lIlCglallCC to Muhammad Tughlaq, as soon as he rt!cclved nc\, s of the death of 

Glu~:lsuddll' the ne'\ Sulmn 

As he ISSUI .. -d COinS In the names of t\~O Sultans \\ho ruled successively III Oellil. It can be mferrcd?\ thai 

NaSlnlddlll 's profile \\as an ammble one III contrast 10 his brother Bahadur who rebelled agalll and a&o1.1n 

.. ( SII(,mll , I",,,( PI> 15')· /(.0 
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U 4, C hiyasudd in Ihh:ldul" s J oin l Coin wilh Mu hnmmad Bin T ughlaq 

Glur asuddm Bahadur \\ as freed from capt lvlt} III 125M'1 by Muhammad bin TlLghloq and was appolltled 

gC'l\lo:mor or lIn\lrg;lon J(llllth \\l1h Bahram Khan. on certain condJ tlons I'k was allow t..-d 10 strike coms 

and h:1 \ 1o: the KllIlIfw rcad JO JJl tl~ \\l th the Delhi ullan TI1C ani} condition he did not cOlllpl ~ \\ illl \~ as 10 

send hi s SOil Muh:ullIn;'ld ( Ihrblo! t) as n hostagc to thc Dei hl coun'}!; 

AccordlllK to the agreem~n t Bah:tdur Issued COIllS from Sumugaon mjnl. COUlS UI lhe Jom! namCS have 

been fou nd In both gold and sll vcr datcd 728AH, All 111$ COinS are of one tala weight standard 

The Jom! coms of Muh:unmad bill Tughlaq and Ghlynsuddin Bahadur ouy be c lnsslfi t..-d as thn..-c types 

Tme A I, Gold Tanka (101111 Issue1 

The ob\'crsc bt!:1rs the l1an1l: of the Delhi Sultan Muhammad bill Tughlaq with an IIldicatJon that the com 

\\as s truc~ b~ Ihl! ordc r of Tughl:lq Shah, t/llflba bl amm '/ wu},'ik bl lflih Mllbammm/ bill Tug lt/(Iq .}'Mh. 

( rillS COlli) \\a:- ~ l fUI;~ b~ thc order of al ~ \ 3SIk billah 1uhammad bill Tughl3q Shall nll~ circular 

margll1 :1l lcgend IS htl;lIu \ \Ilckallt hI Hmjrof SlIniirgltnw .\mUJh ,fomon ~o '1~lfIn It'a :rab 'u nll)'ah I c dlls 

Com (\\ 3S stntck) at Hadr'3t SUIlarg30n III the year eight and twenty and scwn hundred I e 72KAH, 

'n l t: reverSe bea rs the name of Bahadur With the epi thet (Ij Sltlfan It " . /11Ji '(I;Zam, meaning &real Sultan, 

(nol ' Ihl! greatcst' ell· ·o;am) and after Ihe name IS Ihe fonnul:1 'Sultan bill as ultan ' I,e Sultan SOil or il 

Sult:tn \\'ell:\llI of lite com IS 106 grams follo\\'lOg the \~ elght oronc tola standard. 

r,,,,, Al , Gold h, lrr,,,!,, 

A half Tan ~a gold III the JOIIll names of Muhammad bill Tughb.q and GllIynsuddlil Bahadur Shah was 

recenth dlscO\l!red ffQ1n Comdb. town from a Jc\\cll t.:r Ob,'crse of the COm bc:lrs the s:unc legcnd as the 

eOIll T~ Il\: t\ I 01 soill !"'"epl the \\onl 'd:trb ' of the begllllllJ1g The obve rse dl!slgn has a square \\llhlll a 

clrck 

The fC\..:r:;e lcgend IS III :1 $qu:tre 0.\' Sultan It 'J mil '(t~om G..hl}"'~· ud dill/yO wo 'd d/;I, due to Ihe shon3gc 

of space the legend IS Hlcomplcle 111cre is no margin on any side TIlc weight IS ·.45 gm and 

measurement IS 17111111 . 0, It IS a half tanka gold, jomt coin known for thl! fi rst tlillC. 

T \'pc B I Sllw f TaJ1k~ 

S:lIllC as the gold com T~ pc A I IIlcludmg d:lle and mint 
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T\pc Bla S.!h.u.I:ulb 

The ob\e rse legends of bOlh the sIdes arc the snme as :lbovc com Type B I but the arrangement and ,\-elght 

arc different 

Thl.' kgl.:l1d:-, uf T~ JX: A I al1d B I arc arranged Ul a squa.re within a circle . The reverse legend IS in double: 

squa.re \\l tlll n n circle On the other hand the obverse legend of Type Bla IS placed in a double circle The 

re\crsc Iq;i,,:l1d Ie; In:l circ le Thl.' legends of both gold :lnd sil ver cOins Jrc the S;'\me 

The wClght of T~pe Bl a IS 01) ()~ g rams :lner the \\elght of 'adli ' COIil Introduccd by Muhammad bill 

Tughlaq foi' hiS Sou th Indian coms 

Earliest and onl~ k110\\1l date of the joint coin issued by Bahadu r from Sunargaon IS 728AH. No coins 

earher than the COlli of 128AH arc kn0\\11 but he was given the chnrgc III 12;AH. In 72MAH he n.:bdk:d 

and declared mdependencc ISSUing COLilS III his own name only 1111S IS discussed d se\\herc III Ihls 

chapter 

It IS vcr: difficult to guC$s why he waited for three years to strike coins jOll1Lly. According 10 the 

:.gl\:e:nent he could h:.\ e done tim right after IllS appointment in 125M" It is also not e;'\s~ to eOlljccturl.; 

\\h~ he rebell ed IIl 72X AH the same yc.:<lr 111 which he issued Jomt coins From the reports of the hIstorians 

the cau se.: of IllS n.:\olt III ng could be that the pressure from Delhi to se.:nd Ius son as a hostage \\as 

graduall~ IIlcreasmg. as \, ell as the co-govcmor, Bahram's interfe.:rencc In the admimstrntion This 

compelled the.: re.:bd l'oliS Bahadur to declare independcnce91 

TIlt: IS~u:'lllce or JOll1t (:011 1:0 III 728 \\ as hiS last eo-ort to s~ltI S r) Muhammad bill Tughlaq On the other 

hand. Muhalllmad T ughlaq was after the fulfillment of all the lenns or the agreement, partlcul:irl>' the tast 

one of the scndlllg of the son of Bahadur to Deihl as a hostagc. which provoked Bahadur to rebd 

Conscquenll~ It brought about Bahadur 's bnll:al death. bnnging s an end to tne independence of Bengal 

ror the tunc belllg 

.. Sulrolll AI/wI. p 1(,0 
'J. Sli/mlll . lllm/. p 1(,0 
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C. oins of the Covern ors who Procla im ed Ind ependence 

C I. Ruknudd in Ali M :l rd :ln Kh lliji 607 - 60911210 - 12 12 

llll.! fi rst mdependent Suhan who Issued coins 111 Bengal was 'Ail Mardan KhalJi'»' Cams of Ali Mardan 

belong 10 group 'C' of Out classlficallOn i e coms of the Governors \\ho proclaimed mdependence. He:: was 

a gencral of Oakhll~!l.r Kha[ji and had led an eventfu l li fe Firstly an assassin of his master Baklll iyar. then 

a capt.ve of Siman KhalJI. fugitive to the court U\ Deihl, a prisoner at Ghaw:. and finaU) governor of 

Bcllg:II '" 

'All Mardan obta ll1cd the go\cnlorshlp of LakhnauII from Qutb ud dm Albak. the Emperor of Dclill 10 

1210(E Aller Bakhll~ ar's death ' Izzuddm Slm:l.Il Kha lJI and Hus:lmuddin ' Iwad Khalj l were govcrnors 

before thl.! assumpllon of po\\cr by 'Ali Mardan As revcaled 111 the chroniclt!S both the govcmors were de­

racto so\crel~ns and did not procured any fonnal appomtment from Delhi, nor did they Issue any CaUl 

dunng their mil.! up to 12 10CE one or their coins have been disco,"ercd or reponed so farll
. , 

After the bnJial nss:lslilll:ltion of Bnkhtiyar KhdJl III 1206CE by 'Ali M:.rdlln IOI. the Khaljl Ch lcfs of 

Lakhn3utL Opted III nnoUl or Siliran Khaljl who become the governor of Bengal and ruled ror about ll )'c:1r 

III 1207-1201SCE ' Iwad was replaced by 'All Mardan who received an O1ppollllmcnt frollllhc Emperor of 

Deihl III 1 2 1 0CEI"~ As 3 govcnlor All Mardan ruled III Bengal hardly for eight months As soon as 

QUlbuJJIIi. IIII.! LIII~~I O f uf Ddili . dlcd III No\cmtk:r 1210 CE he declared mdcpendcncc as Sultan of 

Bengal. MlIlhaJ tells U:o. Ihat KJfll[bllh \\3S read 111 hiS own n:llnc lill EVldt:.ntl) ' AII M:1 rdan was the first 

IIIdependent Sultan of Bengal and accordmg to thc histOrians he prodaimL-d Ihe "Title of Sultan among 

Ihe gO\ em(.}rS of Beng!l. I '''·~·· 

Undoubtcd l ~ 'AII l\'lardan \\as an ab le soldier but Impolitic. blood thirst) and of ll1urdl.!rous diSpOSItion'. 

rurthennon: due to IllS t> rann)' and vcnge.:mcc against IllS Kha lJI kmsman he was ultllllatcly, ki lled by 

thcm and Husarnuddlll \\a5 chosen as thClr ruler (c 1213 CE)"I\ 

Beron.: the recent dlsco\ cry of the coins of All Ma rdan htstonans were not definite about the cxistence of 

1115 COins But no\\ \\ e Zit'e defimtc L1mt he had ISSUed COloS 11\ both gold and Sil ver 

.. . }\.'I \ \ .\1 Pp I')~·-I 'l') 
"" /1B, ll.pp 17- 110: 
I'" Ibid. 
1"1 7j\ ' (Bangia A C: ldCII1\ Ed ) Tcxl. (Habibl), p 12 
'''= IIII, /I. p Il'i 
II " n . tRa\en~), p 37M (Text Bangia Accademy Ed p 14. Tab:lqal did not mcmion :lOOUI sikka) 
." 11II1, /I. p I I} 1111/1, 1,1 P 77:. ld;Ptlf1'o. p. 32 
I'" TA' (Ra\'cI1Y) P ."iSO. (TCX1 Bangia ACClIdcllI), Ed. p 14): HD, II. P 20 
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Pn:scnth ;It k:t :> t 10til llf .:\11 M:trdan's COlliS arc known The) may be dI vIded II1to two categones A Gold 

COIns. 13 ,,, er COlliS. descriptIons of \~ hlch arc gIven belo\\ 

A. Gold coins 

There arc (\ \0 gold COlli S, bOlh of wluch arc fractional denominallons of one Tanka and both arc of the 

same l)pl;. [n [973 3. gold COUI of ' Alj Mardan along with two other horseman type gold Tankas of 

Muhammad bm Sam and Iltutmish were published (all !.he thrcc coins are prcserved in the British 

Muscuml'06) TIlC sccond gold coin is a die duplic31C of the British Museum specimen and published in an 

auction sale catalogue of Spll1k & Sons Numlsmallc Ltd. Zunch lO1. 

1\ pe A I v oId on,-filth I 'It ) Tanka 

ll,e ob\ e-rse bears :m eOig,) of a horseman 11\ the centre Wllhlll a Circle The ArabiC legend III the 

surroundmg margm COnl3.1nS the Kobma. 

1lle rt!\Crsc legend IS III a doned circle. arranged 11\ five lines and consists of the name :md title of the 

Sultan 11\ a plam area. havlI\g no date and mint name, as SIII{cin 11 '1 mil o?zwn 'Alii lid dllnya wail dfn aMi " 

mlquJlar 'Ali M(m/(m. ' tlle- great Sultan glory of [he world and religion father of victory Ali Mardan ' 

We arc nOI sun: "helh!;r there \\ :1S any datc or mint name in tl)1.: margin ot a slIlgle marglll of a known 

COIlt IS clear and fu ll ~ dl,.'C lpherable The Zunch coin has :m illegible word. of non-Arabic ch:1T3ctcr allcr 

the ka/ww, \\hlCh ends at SIX positiomng of a clock Though beginning of Ihe kaillna IS partiall)' cut off 

th t: n:1Il $1111 If \\1,; :. 110\\ SI):lct: for Ihe ka/lma SOI11C space \\ ill remam bkUlk. this space llng,ht have- been 

used for the d<lt e 111 I h"muXfI like- the- dCl1oll\UlallOnal horseman coins of Muhammad bin Sam 

Anothl.:r COul of thIS t~ pc \, as fecen lly published in SeAM The dale of Ihe com is nol cle-ar btu struck 111 

the mouth of Safar Weight IS 2.27gm and diameter IS 17mrn. 

The effig~ of the sult~\II on the coins of Ali Mardan looks like the Gaud VIJoye coin , the nding of the 

horse, pose of holdl1lg lhe club. lhe turban of tllC horscmM. even the posture of Ole gal loping horse arc 

alike All these IIldlC:lte a close affinil)' with lhe Gaue) Vijoye coin If we admit the hypothesi s that the 

'Gau~ Vijo~e' coms wcre stnlck in Gau~. then we c;"m conclude that the coins of AJi Mnrdan were :\[so 

struck III Gaud 

P~.J \.\I XXX \ ' (I ')71t p 1')1( 
r,,' ./\SI, XLIX (I'JK1J, P 52 
II. S1Ilgnport" COlt! A uction, Tai sci ' B:lldwill - 0.1110, Clit 28. ]')')1), (hcllcdonh .W:'I), p. 43. com 110 (,62 pl.39 
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The obverse legend sho\\'s that All Mardan proclaimed Ilimsci f '01 nw 'o:qam' not al..()'~om. 1l10Ugh both 

the \\ords b..:ar th t; Im::mlllg of "great". al·a'z,,:,'Un IS a superlat ive The most IInportant fuctor In the legend is 

the loqoh. \\hlch 15 • Ala ud dill . 1m bUI his regnal or juluJ name was Nukll lid "Uf/yo It'a d-llln ahu'/ 

/I"/faITar Ali MonNin 

Both LO\\It;k l l" and Nl7.J.lTIuddlll lllhavc mfonncd us that there is a mistake It\ spelling th..: word 'A/ii 

\\hlch has been \\rHlen Ala IIlslcad of 'A/a. I.e. a/if Instead of 'am. But ill faci . what both the wrllcrs 

Identified as altfls actuall ~ Rlr, and the fala~ above ali/ is nothing but an oblique stroke of koj TIle last 

leUer IS a noun. \~llIch IS ilOIlO full form . so, bOlh the writers have mistaken the word Ruk" as A/a because 

Ih..: str:ughtl~ \\ nllcn Icllcr Rc; looks almost like an alif. Silver coin Type B2 revc.l.ls the word R,d.'n \'Cry 

clearly and cngr~"'cd 111 full fonn. 

All thc 1115100 books menlloned hiS name as 'Ala lid dm 'All Martian. it IS only the com which reve3ls thai 

his IJtle IS Hillen IItldli, 

rlll:.n.:fore. \\Jlh thiS numismatiC t;vldence we lila) conclude \\lth certallll), that All Mardan's r..:gna l 1IIIe 

was Rukn lid dill . ;\h Mardan. not ' Ala ud din as recorded by the chroniclers and historians . 

8 . Sih 'er coi ns 

lllC two siher coms of All M:udan are dlffcf(,:nt and are oftwo typcs. Type B I and Type B2 

T\'pc B I Silver T~ 

A filii 1'rmAo 5ther coin. \\hich is almost the same as his gold COIllS in arrangement :ue preserved 111 a 

pm ale collectIon III Dhaka ll
! The marS'n of the COIl1 IS illegible. TIle obverse contaills a Simlla.r 

horseman \\lIh club and turban. as in the gold coins the horse prancing to the left lllCY all speak of the 

production of III..: :;:1111\: "'lilt and prob~lbl~ of tile same cngra\cr 

Th~ II,,;Vl,,; rsl,,; kgl,,;nd IS ;l lso same as the gold Type A I IS III five IlIles The word Hillen IS al the end of li ne 

1\\0. slnlllar to the gold com At first Sight it looks like Ala. the Nun's i.e. nun of the word Rukn of all the 

coins arc half curved having a dot. to some extent like the letter 'Ra', but thc word in the coin is effaced 

Provenance of the com accordmg 10 the collector is RajshaJ\(· Naugaoll region in the nonhem pan of 

Bangladesh 

1119 IIIJ II. P. 19, (All lhc HIstory books ment ioned his l1ame as Alauddi n All Mardall. It IS only the COlli whIch 
rC\'c;lls hiS IIl lc as Rukn ud dill.) 
1 th J \ ,\lXXX V( 1'.171 l.P. 11J9 
tIl J,\SI.XLl X.( IIJ!)7) .P 52 
0: Dr Ishaq Imam ('01IcCII01l. Dhak;1 
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T\oc 8 2.: 11\ 'r Tanka 

Th~ obverse IS as Ihe same as Type BI built IS from :1 different dlc TIlolIgh the horseman and horse arc 

alike bUI some dll1i.:n.;nce can be ttaeoo 10 minute details. TIle teverse legend IS arrangoo in fi ve lines like 

other COlliS but \\llh nunor altl,,;matlon 11l line two which Contams oll ly the word al_l11u' azz.::un . Again the 

leiter UtI of Rllb, IS nOt clca rl ~ "Islble and the word /(uk" IS placed at the bcgllUling of line three IIIstead of 

cnd of linl! h\O Moreover. thl! word Rum is written differently from coin Type A I and B I In thiS com 

the \\ord /( ltkll I \\:1'\ clear nod IS in the possession of another private collector 10 Dhak~\ lI) Another 

l)hOlogral)h of I h~ COin of thiS tYllC has been shown III a price catalogue published in India wilhout 

rCH:ahng an) IIIfonnat lon of Ih l.: com :md its provcnancclI~ 111C coms of both the prlvatc collecllon and 

sale CllL110gue do not possess the word 'Mardan' fully on the com. But a coin of ' Ali Mardan (Type B2) 

published in the Singapore Coin Auction List (p. 39 no. 663) has 'Mardan in the last line very clearly. 111lS 

type B2 IS a umque COUl of All Mardan bearing 11Is)ulll.\· title., Rum ud dunyii wo'd din very clc.1rly None 

or the Iltcr;\~ sourCl:s or chrolllcies has mformed us of any othcr regal ti tle than ' Akl/lddm for him Full 

7(mka sil ver COlliS of All M~rd:m are few, and few coms havc been publlshoo . Typ~ BI and 02 of Ali 

Mar&m have bel.!n located 111 two private coll t,'ctions in Dhaka but nrc unpublished Other than this one 

com a photograph of T~pe B2 was published Ul 3 Bulletin in Calcutta . One coin of Type B2 has been 

published m .IN,'" b~ G S FaTid of Calcutta, which was again reproduced in Eaton's The RIM! oj Islam and 

(Iw Henxa/ Frtmllf.'/' 

One com of Type B2 hJS bL"Cn published in Rajgor's List It IS uncertain whether the s-:unl! COlO of the 

bulletin finds 115 "J~ ' 13 G S Fand to RaJgor or II IS a separate coin Another coin of Type B I is reported 

111 t h~ SlIlgal>Orc AuctIon Lisl However. no com of All Mardan reveals a clear-cut date 0 11 the margin . But 

T)pc 62 of the Dhab com's marSIn \vhich looks hke Saba' m Tu'o wa ~·1tI1I In/yah j c (,07 or 609AH, 

though G S r and ha$ fl!ad Ius coin' s dale as 'A.Wra I.e 610 AH As rl!gards the weight. the gold coms 

are fractional dcnomin:lllons of a gold Ton/UI weight 2 26 gram Both the gold coins arc of same weight 

and size as Ihc~ are die duplicates as mentioned earlier The size of the coin is 7 mm in diameter. 

nl~refOfe thl.!sl.! t\\O gold cams l11a ~ be identified as 115th ofa gold Tonka . Lowiek bJS raised the question 

\\ hcthd tll ~ d~nonllnatlon IS rtall) a fifth of a Tonka. as the Tanka of the later medieval period was 

cqul\alellt to % 1'(11/11 In companson to the gold Tanka of Muhanunad bill Sam (Gall~ VI)Qye coin) It IS 

sllghll ~ O\l:r Oil ,,; fifth Thl.!rcfore. hI.! has dlffl.! rclltialJ.:d bet"ccn theoretical \\elght and observed wClght ll~ 

' 1lver coins of All 1\'I:Hdan :Ire of one (ula standard weight set b)' Bakhtlyar Khalji fo r his Goucj Vi;u~ 

COlliS It IS rc\ C(i led from the coin that the indigenous to/a weight was adopted by Ali Mardan. which has 

becn follo\\ed b~ Ihe subst;quent Bengal Sultans as well as the Sultans of Delhi . 111t! weight of Ihe sll\'er 

II' Mr Inckhnr AI. ITlI Collcctlon.Dhaka, 
III R:Ugor. p 11 
II ~ J,\'SI.XXXV.p 211U 
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com of the Dh:Lka collectors arc 10.5 and 1074 grams rcspccu\-cly and 27 mm In dlamcter The ot her one 

LS a lso of one 1,,1(1 ~ t :tnd:lrd . bUI the we Lght was not b(.'("ll mcnllonl,.-d 111 the camlogue. 

No full gold TanJw of Al i Murd3Jl has been discovered. On the basis of hL s fractional gold coin it can be 

assumed th:lI he had Lssued full gold Tonkas wtllch may come to light In future. On the contlar), Ihere IS 

less probabllll~ of dlsco\'ery of IllS sil ver fracllOnal denOmll1allOll$. because the Kaurt shclls were III 

vogue for slllall IranS:LCILonS Moreover. fractional denominations in silver were very SQrcc as far as the 

Su llalll cams of Benga l arc conecmed 

Due 10 Ih..- l:ack of clc:u dales on the coIl1 's margm it is not possibk to infer :my choronology on the basis 

of coms No IIlSCfl I)1I011 of the period of All Mardan or III the n3Jl1C of All Mardan has yet been found 

TIlercfon.:. on the IIIfOnn:lllon of Iuslary we m:ly assume that All Mnrdan proclaimed Independence Itl 607 

AH and ruled up to (lOY/I 2 I) as the lirstlndcpcndenl Sultan of BengaJ . 
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C 2. G hi Y:ls uddin IW:ld 6 10 - 62411213 - 1227 

After the murdl;r of All Mardall KhalJI III 1213CE KhatJI nobles of Lakhnautl chose Husamuddml w-ad as 

their rukr MUlhal the 0 111)' conlemporal) source says " A pi'lrl)' of the Khalji Amirs conspired togl;ther. 

~nd sic" All Mardan. :uld IJtaced fvl:lhk Husnmuddm Iwad upon the throne"&-' 

He \\3S a fcllo \\ count~ m:ln of IkhllY:lruddm Muh:uumad, I ,e a man from G:lfrullslr o r rnodl;m Dasl-l­

Ma rgo HIs father's name was Hussain !wad 's early c;lrcer was of a simple ass-drivcr who had to cam a 

hard li ... mg b~ car~ lIIg loads to distant places . During one of his joumeys he met two dervishes and 

lemph:d b~ thern for a bnght future nllgrntcd to HiJldustan and Joined Muhammad bm Bakhuyar ll7. 

Like Ikht lya nldd1l1. h\ad was also a bold adventurer and b) dmt of Ius courage. sagacny :l.nd valour 

bl;..:am,,: thl; Sultan of B..:ng:tl As Mmh:lJ S!l~ s.·· and 1115 amur5 ({.'ached such::t poi nt Ih:11 the com of lhe 

tanto!,) of Lakhnalltl \\;15 stamped, i'lild the Khutbah then..:of read III hi s name and the) styl(.:(j hun br the 

title of Sult:m Ghl~a.sllddlll , He made the city of Lakhnauti, the seal of Govemmt!nl, and founded the: 

fortress of B3S:lIlkot
ll

-" 

1llls report of Mlnh:!.J m.:ly Ic:!.d onc to 3Ssume th.:lt aftcr capturing powcr WitJl the help of Khalji Maliks 

h\ad stnlck COlilS. Khlltb:!.h was r'c.1d in Ills name. :IJ1d hc proclaimed tht; lidc Ghlya:mddin ClrClimsullceli 

also ad\ocah: III fa\our of the above view, that tJ10Ugh Ali Mardan had a fonnal appointment from Deihl, 

aftcr thc death of QUlbuddlll Alb3k he decl3red Independence and remained so till his death As Bengal 

was an IIldcpel1d!.!llt SlIh!lnate when Husamuddin captured power he (Iwad) must have been an 

Independent nlkr Mohar Ali suggests thM "On his access ion 10 power fo r the second timl; Husrunuddlll 

took th.: n :lI l1C of GI\I\:lIh-:JI-Din ' Iwad Khalji But about hi s assumpl'ion of the titl e Sultan ' whether he 

assumed also the wk of Sultan frolll the bcgmmng IS flat ccrtall\ 1\90 MlIlhaJ s~ud that his affairs and 

activities rc..lchcd such a mark that sikkah was issued and Khutbah read III I\ls name In Balad I LaklUl3uti. 

He was also addressed as Sultan GI\I)'nsuddin Iwad , HIS carly known COI11S art d.:lted ( 16112 11) to 

621 / 1224 n'ell \\ hat \\as I;IS status pnor to 6)6AH a g;lp of:u least 6 ),e3rs from 6 10 to 616AH It C:ln 

be assumed Ih:\I either he did nOt issue coins till 616AH or If he did tJle), have not been found. On the 

basiS of the stlld ~ of IllS COI11S Thomas hold that he owed allegiance to the Ddhi ultan for the first few 

yeaTS of his ni le'!>', Some scholars hold thai ' Iwad assumed the titJe of Sullan from the beginning and did 

nol show :ltleglanccl~1 10 Delhi. But thc coins dated 6 14 and 616AH of 'horseman type' bea ring the name 

II" 7.\ lE ug Tr). I, P 5111 (Te.xl Bangia Academy Ed p, 14), 
I!" Ibid, P $)( t 
1 1~ l bld PI' :')(I·:,s2 
1111 ff.l1IJ. tA P 71'1 
':<'.I,·I.H ( IK711 t) 15~ 
1:1 Sui""" , /11101 pp I)~_ I IIO , ('m'p ll,\', p, US. III), 11. pp )1) _ 40. 
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of IItutmlsh. settled ::til their doubts imd proved th:u these coins were issued frOlll Gauda (LakIUlaul1) and 

lIlldoubtcdl~ b~ ' h\ad +nlls VICW was fi rst postulated by Edward Thomas122 

After acceSS ion to po\\c r h\ad faced the (ask of consolidation at hOl11e and ab road i c. paci fication and 

\\1 11Il1l1g o\ er of the "halJI Almrs, l)art lculJrl)' the partisans of All Mardan, and wa rdlllg ofT the G:Ulga 

rolers of OrISsa He bccame lo)'n l 10 the Dclhl SultMi III whosc namC coins wcre struck But III 6 16AH 

' h\ad proclaimed lTIdepcndencc and struck coins in hiS own name and took the title of Gluyas lid dm 

Instead of Husam ud dill. At thiS lime Iltutmish was busy with the northem affairs of the st.-ttc as m 

61711 22U Kh"an zm Shah Jalaluddin Mangbam!, occupied Lahore, Thus as revealed by his coins ' Iwad 

remained undi sturbed till 621AH. 111 622AH IItutmish freed from his northern troubles. marched against 

Bengal. A trc,lIy was made and ' Iwad submitted to Delhi and paid an mdcmlllty. Minhaj says that again 

Khutbah \vas read and coins were stuck in the name of LltuUlllShl21. Ronm Niyogl has reportl,.'(i that a coin 

is found bearing both the names of ' Iwad and Iitutmish joi ntly on th l.! samc COIJl, issued III 622/ 1 225AD I!~ 

It IS ;'l.n .J.ddlt lOll31 proof to the stOltemcnt mentioned above 

0\\ the qU":StIOI1 IS. \\..:re thl.' horscmOln type coins issued from Bengal :md b) ' Iwad? On the ans\\er of 

thiS question rests the baSIS of hiS Issuance of coms 111 favour of Iltuunish and consL'qut:ntl) the bastS of 

IllS earl~ allegl ~Ulce to Dd hl l3ecause these horseman type of coins were found in Assam and a gold onc 

dated n 1411217 bears the mmt name rjarb ba Gaud. it is established that the coins onginated III Gauda I.e. 

Bengal then II ma~ be established that the issuer of these coins was ' Iwad. Other coins of this type an: of 

si lve r with 110 mint IIJ.1ll 1.! anti dated 614 and 616/ 1217 and 1219CE. The place of onglll of the horscman 

I~ pc of COlll \\:l)l :l subJect of contentIOn nlllong the historians and numismatists for a long tlillC 

The baSIS of content lOll \\.J.S the reOlding of the ArabiC word ba Gal/d. lllere was 110 dot (nukta) on the 

com for the Icller ha Therefore. thc possibilities of various readings are therc. By plac11lg the dOl an top 

or belo\\' It may be reOld as N:1gor or Ba Gaur or without dot Lakorc, Edward Thomas first suggested btl 

Gclltr and acceptcd that ' ''\ad showed allegiance to Delhi during the early years of his rule But some 

scholars fI..'ad II as Lal..ore or Nagon.r\. :1 pl:lcc 10 Rajslhan and Birbhum respectively. They concluded 

that horSl!Ill:l1l t~ pc coms \\cre not familiar in Bengal so their origin must be somc..·where else It IS 10 be 

noted that J.I Ihal lime no coins were kno\\n ffom Bengal, (prior to the horseman type coins of Ihutmish of 

614AH). 0\\ horseillan type coms dated 60 I AH in the name of Muhanullad bin Sam arc known and 

they were struck b~ Ikhllyaruddin to commemorate the victory over Gauda. A similar horseman type coin 

was also Isslu.:d b~ All Mardan. Therefore, the pIca of the scholars thaI horsem.m Iype coins were not 

f:ll lllllar to Benga l IS not t cn ~lbll.!. R.lthcr the presence in Bengal of these coins (horseman type) bearing the 

l~: 1('8. II, tJASIJ. 1~7 1 ) . pp 152,353. 
I!' 7:V (E ng Tr ). p. flHI 
1:1 J/I.,' ...... /, .\'1. (part I &. Il l . p, .n. 
,:1 Qanul1go. Hool\'ala. K;lrllll. sec. liB II. pp, 3~. 40. Corpl/,". p ng, 
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names of Muhammad bill Sam. All Mardan and IIt utnush. part.lcuklrl y tlll.: Gaur/a Vlju)'f! COm and I)arb ba 

v auda COm s h:\\ e pro\ed undoubtedly that their onglll was tn Bengal. It IS slglllficant that All M:.ud:m·s 

IIlflUCIlCe \\as not e.\,tended outs ide Bengal ll1cn;fore, his horseman coins arc additional proof of their 

Oengal Orlg lll TIms \\e Illa} conclude that Thomas· reading of ba Gaur, his SuppositIOn that these 

horseman COm S of Ilt utllli sh onginnted III Bengal and that the Issuer was ' (wad on behalf of IItulIllIsh arc 

all correct 1111S proves · [wad·s early allegiance 10 Delhi The earliest of IItutmish-s horseman COIllS IS 

dated 614AH For at h;;ISI a penod of three years (6 10 to 613AH) Bengal was deVOid of all)' coms, 

because 110 coins \\cre found unti l 614AH So, it IS probab le that for some reason Husamuddm did not 

stnke coms and ruled Bengal for sometime :lS a governor of the Delhi Suhanat Md issued coins only in 

the naml! of IltullI1lsh before hiS Independence He declared independence in 6 16AH with the title 

Ghl~ :lsuddlll "h ll.: 11 h..: pubhcJs..:d through hiS coms 

One nlJ.Y rmse thl.! question \\>h>' ' Iwad lumed an llldcpettdt.:nt Sultana! IntO a IlrOVICncc of Deihl. One may 

argue th:ll :IS -I\\ ad look O\ l.! r lh~ sultanat after killing All Mardan "ho was an IIldl!pendent rul il r. he 

should It:l,\ e succeeded to an 11ldependent Su lt:mal l ~ We do not have an~ mfonnatlon whether he dId lhis 

by direct or Illdm.;ct support from Delhi, nor is any re.1CUon of the Delhi Sultnn reported about lhc Bcngal 

affairs (lollmg of All rvlardan and taking power b)' Husamuddill ' (wad). TIlcrefore, it may bt= mferred that 

there was some sort of Silent approval in favour of Iwad from Delhi Probably for thc prevailling situation 

Iwad thought 11 WIse not 10 declare Independence 3t first Particularly because of the disintegration of the 

KhalJ I Maltks aI hOlne. and the fear of the aggression of the G3.nga rulers of Orissa. There was also the 

pOSS ibility of lIlh.:n cnllon by the Deihl Sultan himself. Therefore, be showed his allegiance to Delhi 

which kd hlln to slnke horseman type COIOS in the name of Ihutmish from Bengal in 6 14AH Othcr\\ lse It 

must be assul1l~d lh ;,!1 I"ad' s assumption of power 111 Bengal had the direct or Indln .. 'C1 approval of Delh i. 

n lal IS \\ 11' Iltutlll1sh did not consider It nI!CCSS31) 10 Interfere Lukhnautl seemed 10 havl.! rernallled with 

Deihl a fter liS SCP3r:1tIOIl durmg the reign of All f\<l:!.rd::tn Khaljl. 

·lwad ·s mdepl.!ndent coms arc found dated 616. 6 17, 6 19, 620 and 621AH. and fa lls into three c:ucgoflcs. 

accordll1~ to their legends However therl.! are vanalJOIIS ill each category due to the arrangements of hllCS, 

deSign and dales, lIIc1udlllg the lIame of the month. None of Ius COinS bear the mint Il:lmc but by 

Clrcumslilntlal C\ Id l.!l1CI.! II can be assumed that the) wcre struck al Gauda. L.akhnauu. It IS noted th:u a ll of 

hiS kllO\\11 COlliS arl! of SIlver and of one Tanka slandard No denominational coins or coms 111 otJ,er met:ll 

has y(.:1 bl..'Cll rcport~d 

T\pl.! BJ Slh cr l :IIlI..:1 

The COUl' S ob\ ~rsl.! bears thl.! Kalul1a and In Illl.! margin the dale. On the reverse the naml.! of ' Iwad with 

hiS laqoh. Kumyoh along wnh hiS father's name followed by nii,l'inl ami" '/ mu 'mmin. -hdper of Ihe 
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commander of (hI; r, .. (hful ' The full legend IS m" SlI l!o)m 'I Inllozzam Ci1.lIyii$,lfd dllnyn \!IaU clf;, abii " {i:/lb 

'/wad (II HU,\'uin IIC;.)'Jr/1 {lilliI' I ., mil 'mlll/n ' In his c.1rlicsl di scovered COIilS dated 616AH as \\ ell as 617 A H 

hl: S l ~ kd hllllS,: 11" e/l XIl/twlIIl 11111 'aFrun Illl:Jnmg gn.:::u sultan He did not cb um.:d to bl: {/.\' .'iIlIMII /I I 

(/ '~lIm, greatest Sul(;1u P robabl~ he wanted 10 observe the reactions of lhe people as well as th::&l of the 

Ddhl lilian Thc \cl) next year m 6lR he proclaJlTIcd hImself m' Sulriinlll (1'1om, In this type, ' Iwad 

unraduCed the Kal una Itlstead of the effigy of a horseman as was depicted on the coins of Iltutmish dated 

614 and 616AH SO I[ IS proved from the coins of " wad that he wanted to mtroduce Islamic type com 

Afterwards all the Beng:1l Sultans followed hlln and the effigy of the horseman never appeared, Kalllna 

was first Introduced a ll IslamiC type of coms by the Umayyad Khalifa Abdul Malik 127 Again on the 

reverse ' l\,;ld cI:l1med himsdfto be <helper ofllle commander on the fai thful' to legitimize his claim as an 

independent Sult3u \\ lueh was the conunon practice 

1\ pc 62: Siher Tilnkil 

Inlrodlh.:.:d III 617 ' 1220, til .: ob\ersc bears along \\ Ilh thl; Kahma th.: n:ulle of Ihe khalifah (III N(I.\'Ir " din 

Alhih amm 'IIIIII 'mmi" . ':m 'as IT lidmdlah, conunandcr of the fai thful' name of the reigmng khalifu of 

Baghdad. Like the T~ pc [3 1 Ihe: date: is in the margin, A variety of dus typt.: (82) is found with aht.:red 

marginal legt.:lld b .. :anng the n;llne of the month . Rabi II along wtth the yl;a r Here we find for U1C first 

(ime tht.! specific month along \\ltk the year 

On the reverse ' !\\ Jd chums himself OJ' S/t/~arJ ul a '~(lm G..hi)'ii§/ld dlmya .... dcl dFn abu 'J [alb " wad bm al 

ljl/sain nd.~·i'" (Imln " mll 'mmln wa waif 'ohadhi 'AlolIJ Haque wocl din, 'greatest SUI13tl', then the n3tllC of 

the sultan, his father s name. \\ere rctnincd as in Type BI and ' nasiru amln ' l mu 'minlll ' After that he 

added (he \\ord 110/1 (I/zac/Ju 'A/iilll Haque mC;lning '·and his heir appa rent Alaul Haq", n lis shows that 

he "as not satisfied b~ on l ~ proclaiming himself as Sultan ul azam' but he was appointlllg hi s heir 

apparent through proclanmuon III coins Most probably to commemorate thiS event i c nommatlOn of hiS 

hell', he Issued some special coms InscriblXi \\lth thc month Rabl II S1I11II;;lr COinS are also found of 

6 11JAH. there arc none of 61 XAH But this docs nOI mdJcate non-Issuance of coins or temporal) loss of 

power, Because from 6 16 to 621 AH his coin legends indicate growing power 

T\'pc B3: SlIver T;Ulka 

The ob'erse bears the Khallllla and name of the khahfah as in Type 82, the date mcl uding the month and 

lhe ~ear In the marglll But no mml name has been mentioned , This type ::&ppcars with the date 620 and 

continued 10 be slmck u1l 62 1AH, Here we find for the first time the speCific dale of the month along with 

the )'t.:ar It gocs Ii lrin~'" Il brm mm shahar rabl' ItJ okhlr JOlTah i:dlrfn wa SIIf/I miyah meaning '[the coin 

\\ :\5 struckl on 201n of tile mOlllh Rabi II. Year six hundred twenty i.e, 620AH', 

I~' 1111 1/ pp ") .m 
I: Yaqub All 1/1/ \1/11/ I/udrll (} 1(11.\/0 Llkholl,\'hll/Xl, Dhak;1 Baughl Accltdc lll~ . I \.!~<) , pp 61 , 63 
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lllt! Te' erst! stallS \\ l1h simply G!IIYci,~ lid dllnyd wa 'd din ahiil farb '/wa{/ ' hin af }:llIsain lias/mil amin 'I 

mu 'mmin Sul[(in 11,\ Solei!';] Nllr (mlllz) 1I'd dllnyii wdd dIn Clbfi '/ fmqujJar Illi (Shur) bllrhi1nll amirJ 'l 

mil '#lmln. Without IlIl.! lItioning ,\'III!onll 'f muu~~am or 0/ a'zam, After his Father's name then! appears a 

ne\\ tItle lImjmll Clmin'l mll'mm/n 'partner/sharer of the commander of the faithllll ' which was ea rlier 

'helper of Ihe comm:mder of Ihe faIthful' a bigger mle than nit~' lrll am7rl '/ mil '",min then SlIl.ffin 11.1' ,WIG,ri;1 

Ie ' Su Itan or the Sultans' , thl.!tl a 11e\\ name starts NlirtlddmIMII'lzm/clm Clblilllllqa.ffor itl,- ,':il1l!r who IS the 

hclp!;r of the comm:lnder of the faithful. The reverse of thIs llmd type shows that ' Iwad used for himself 

the title ' Sultan us S"latm' which was a higher title than that used on com Type 82, He probably 

abandoned 'as Sultan III i.l'z.am· for this type to accommodate the longer legend, He proclaimed himself 

' Sultan of Sul tans ' and 'partner of the Khalifa ' (,Sultan us Salatin' and qasim amiril lUu 'minin) for 

himsdf 

All hI S coins b!;aT ( Ihftl (cab ' father of Victory' as Immyahh. For his son Muizuddin he selected ' father of 

conqueror' and 'helper of lhe khalifa' which was used in the. other two Types BI and 02. The legend or the 

last half of Ihl s com Indicates that Ali Sher whose litle was Muil uddin was mentioned along with his 

father Ghl~ J.S ud dm in the same coin. but the son had lower status. nle date 20 Rabi II on the coin 

IIldIC:1tI.!S the COUl ' S commemorllu ve nature and probably thiS MUll ud dill was another son of Ghiyas ud 

dill ' I\\ad Ala ul Haq mentioned to coin Type 82 was also probably his son who was made heir apparent 

carlier but hIS whereabouts had not been recorded anywhere, nor IS it mentioned by Minhaj . Therefore, it 

mJ.~ be 111ferred that first son Ala ul Hag was heir apparent and the second son Ali Sher was appointed as 

go\cmor III the Sl~:ln region, i.e Lakhnor, !wad's newly conqUl.'fed territory in the south wcstem pall of 

his kingdom, or ]lerhaps his second son Ali Sher got the heir apparcntship only :lfter the death of Ala ul 

Haq. 

The legend of T~pc 8:1 was misread by carlier scholars. Some read as 'o/i ; yad I nU,WII ami,.," fIIu'mmin' , 

'on Ihc hand of na.sim :1miril mllminin', but there arc other readings. lllC Siyan inscriptIon dated 7th 

Jumada II. (, 1 KAHl29 July 1221 CE found in the dargah (Shrine) of Makhdum Shah of village Siyan in the 

district of Blrbhllll1 , records the establishmcnt of a khanqoh for su fis, where the naille of aile' Ali Sher SOil 

of ' ''' ad, hnrlu;nll wni,, ', mIl 'mmlfl has been ml.!ntlolll.:d Dr. Z. H. Desai identified th is j\li Sher bin h\ad 

as Identical \\Llh Mlll zuddin of the coins of '!wad dated 62 1AH and ala yad waS read by him as 'Ali 

Sher" , Dr. Desa i \\rotc. "All Sher mentioned in our rccord (inscription) as the son of ' Iwad is identical 

with him (MUll uddlll) :md the 'Iwad of the record is none other than Ghiyasuddin "lwad I2
- , Recently a 

com has come to light also with the name 'ali Sher bin lwad' in a sale cataloguel19
. So, it is evident from 

the inSCTl pi iOn and COIll Ih:11 Ali Sher was the son of IW:ld :lIld a subordinate I'uler in fhe westeOl part of 

I :~ Epigr:lphlc llndl ca. Arabic & Persian Supplimcill. 1975 , pp. 7 - 8. quotcd in AlII Parva, pp, 4{) --II 
I ~~ SeA. pi 39, coi n 110, (,71. 
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' h"td 's klllgdOnl III Blrbhum region In the sOUlh -Iwad also conqurcd some part of Orissa and placed Lt 

under IllS son ' All Sher 

Type B3 COIll of ' h\ad and the SLY<ll1 insc ription reveal his conqucst towards the north weSI of IllS 

kLngdom and also St:ltes that hiS able son or sons were associated with him in the conquest and 

administratiOn of the area After about hundred )lears Shamsuddm Fmn made simi lar arrangements, 

About ' Iwad 's c'panSIQr1 Minha) writcs Ihal as a whole ' !wad was a liberal ruler. patron of 1canllng and 

fine arts. hi S plct~ ~lIId gcm:rosH~ \\as provcrbml After the tyranny of Ali Mardan hiS JUSI and bcnc\olcnl 

rule was a H:ntablc bll.:sSIIlS for the subjccts, he not only extendccl his klllgdom towards north west a.nd 

soulh \\cst but :1.111115 neLghbours showed respect to hml llO 

From close obscn;ltlOn of ' Iwad 's coins one may draw the conclusion that gradually he was gainmg 

po\\er and procl:ullllllg higher lilies, frolll -Su ltanu ' ll1lu ·azz.am ' 10 'Sul!fin u'l a'~m ' and frOIll 'Su ll:in ' to 

' Sul!anus Sala!in '. tUld, from ' n~lsiru amiri' ] mu ' minin ' to 'qasimu amiri ' l l1lu'minin ' MOTl"'Ovc r on his 

coin Type 82 the name of the Abbasid Khalifu 'An NruW Ii dmillih' , were mscnbed from 617AH 

onwards. Thomas thought that use of the legend nli,finl amiril mu'mmin and qasimu amiril mU'mm;n 

ll1dLcatcS that "h\ad had recel\,ed an ILlVcstiturc from the Abbasld Khalifa.l)L. Scholars speak on this topic , 

<lceordmg to I H Qureshi :lllcglanec to the khalLfa IS only expressed here and there is no question of 

rccogmllon from hun Dr Dalll POLllts out thm although Iltutmlsh-s cOIns bc;:1fIng the kJlahfa 's nalne arc 

found III Bihar d:lIl:d 622 nnd 624AH hi: received the Khahf:l 's IIlvcstiturc on 22 Rabl I 626N Feb 121ne 

Therefore_ for polLllcal reasons ' Jwad may also have used the name of the. khalifa without any n:cogll1tlon 

". or IIl\ Cstliurc ' . 

From thc abo\'c diSCUSSion II IS clc.ar that frolll 61( / 121) to 613112 I 3 - 1216 No coin was found elthcr in 

the name of ·h\ ad or IItull111Sh And from 61 4/1217 to 616 to 12 19. "Horst:man type' coms bearing tht.: 

name of I1tulmish arc known in both, gold and silver. Among these coins one varity bears the minI name 

' Sa G::mr nlCll from 616112 19: lwad's own coins are found which conlinm:d up to 62 111224 and a type 

III the Joint n;lll1CS of -h\ad and Ihutmish, bearing the dale 6221 1225 is reportedUJ. Lastly some coins in 

the fabne of ' I\\ad 's COlli st) le arc found from BIhar rCgJon dated 622-624/ 1225 -1 227 III the name of 

I llulLlllsh :1 lonc 

I~' II.I/H 1, 1. P ~L'i , Qualcd b~ Mollllr AIL. 
111 Edward Thomas, "The Initial COLllilgc of Bengal under the eouly Muhammadan Conquerors. Part 11", (henccforth 
ICB. 1/). JASB. IS7.1. P 1 ;~ . 
U! For det:l il diSCUSSion oflhc schola rs sec "MB. lA , pp. 82,83 
10 Roma Ni~·ogl. "A UrlL(lti t COin (rom Bcngal &. A Review of Iwad's Ca.reer", JNSI. XL, pan I & II. ( 191l:S), pp. -'2 • 
H 
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Frolll the rclXlil of MlI1haJ It sc\.'ms th:n ~ncr thc ~ssulllpt ]Oll of powcr for thl.! sl.!cond time Husamllddm 

' I\\ad too~ tlu.; {]{I r.; of(j l ll ~ asuddm But Mohnr All doubts \\ hethl.!r he assumed the lit Ie of Sultan from the 

beglnnl ng'U MmhaJ ha:> nOI s;lId an}'lhll1& clc::uly T he num]smatlc record of 6 16A.H reveals that ' Iw::ad 

became Sultan and used the la!lab Ghl)'asuddm from 616AH If we accept thc vil.'w that ' Horscman ' coms 

were issued b~ ·I\\ad ]11 the namc of IInnnush and he r\llcd as ;1 vassal of the Delh i SUlt::l 1l till 6 16AH 

there \\ould stili bc:\ gap of three years from 610 to 613AH when no COUlS \\lere found, Before Iwad, All 

Mardan and Bnkhllynr ISSUed coms occasion:lily for the purpose of commemoration. Probably ' Iwad was 

the first ruler 111 Bengnl to issue coins on a regular basis It IS to be noted that before Muslim rule there 

wen.: no regui=t r cOins or ,·ikkrl system in Bengal. 111erefore in the early period of his reign the striking of 

coms \\as not a pnmc factor either for commercial activity or political legitimacy H~ was busy 

consolldatll1g IllS po\\er As a go\'ernor 111': ISSUed coms m lhe name of IItutrmsh from (li4 to 616AH In 

616AH he Issucd coms tn IllS 0\\-11 n:UllC prOClillt11l1lg mdeJlelldence ,U1d assumed the ti tle. of Ghiyasuddin 

to the saillc ' C':'lr 

As a mial of the Deihl ultan. to be at par with him and for the legitimacy of hi s power and kingdom in 

the eye of Islam as well as h,s subjects He used the. name of the Kha.lifu. of Islam in his own coins (coin 

~pc 2 & 30b\ ) \\l1l1o\lt any proper recognit ion or rccommendJtlon from thl! Khallfa. gradu:lI l} he gamed 

power b) consohdating IllS affai rs. This is demonstrated best th rough his coin type 2 and 3 I ~. assumption 

of loft) titles hkc slll/aml ·/ mil a'~~am, SlIlranu ·1 d~am'. S1I11511 U~' Salorin. nD:'rlrll amlrf·1 mil ·mmi'n, and 

qa,\imll ami" 'I 111/1 '",,,,7n. as mentioned earlier Furtnermon!., annowlemg w(lli 'ahad. heir apparent 

through hIs COIllS ·h,ad had issued his own coins wi lhout hi ndrance up to 62 1AH, The rl.!portcd com of 

()22AH be;tr1l1g the JOll1t n~lInes of ' lwad :md II tutnl1Sh \\as comed to oblige the Delhi 5ull:1II Soon after 

the n:tUnl of the Ddhl sultan from Bengal HI 622A I-I ' Iwad dro\c away the ne\\ly appoLlltcd governor of 

Iltu11111Sh Malik Ab.uddlll Mas ·ud Jani from Bihar probably in 623AH Consequemly lI tll t1l1 lsh's son 

Naslnlddtn t1l:lrchcd 10 Bengal a.nd ·1wad was defeated and killed by him 111 624AH No COlliS 111 the Ilame 

of ' Iwad h:l\c bl.!cl\ found aftcr 1122 AI-I . 

TIll: COIllS \\!uch arc III the Blhar·Sengal region following the coin fubnc of ·Iwad beanng tht! nallle of 

1II1Itnltsh dale 622. 624 AH \\ere not issued by ' Iwad. Had IIlulmish's C01l1 of 624 AH been stRick by 

' !wJd then there \\ou ld not be any need of attacking ' IWOld in 624AH by the Delhi forces. However no, 

COIllS of ·h,:td beanng Ihe date 623/1226 has )'et been found. 

Accordmg 10 Hocml e. \\l1en 110 mUlt name IS found in thc case of the Delhi emperor thcn ont! should 

;1lI 10/llallc.lll ~ conclL/u .. : that It IS the ullpcrmllllillt of Dclhl t
\ \ Dr. K. R. Qanungo opill t:S lhm Ihe COlliS of 

IItutllush found 111 Bengal ,\Crc carried from O Cllll by hiS IIwadmg anni(.:S or governors, He also plcads 

ll~ f/,\ II}, 1,1. P 7X 
1'\ Hocntlc. M A Nc\\ FlIld of E;lrl) Muhammadan Coins", JASS, nUB , p. 35 f, Quoted by Quanungo III HE. 11 p, 39. 
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that Gaur 1135 nOt mentioned as a city by Minhaj'lI> Also Wnght's ' Lakur ' and Hodlvala 's ' Nagore' were 

11I..:",.:r mllll 10\\1\5 But III the ' Horseman ' type COUl ha Gallr was not prefi xed by any Balad name llKlI 

Gaur 1135 an l111porl:t1ll place has been established With the Clllllgs of vClI/go Vljflye In the conunemor:ttl ve 

COlliS of Mohamm:ld bill Sam. Thc ' Horseman ' type coms of Ali Mardan now confi rm that all thes!; 

(horseman t ~ pe ) onglll:tled In Bengal Thercfol'(,: , the reading of IIt utrrllsh's coin IS mOSI probably ' Ba 

Gaur ' BelliS Isslu.:d b> . hl ad, hiS e:uly vassab.ge and allegiance to Delhi may be established . 

Dr Qanu ngo ",Iso poUltS that as ' Iwad a lways USI.'<i the Abbasid Khalifa's n",me on 1115 COIl1S, If he Catoo to 

acknowledge the Ddlll Su ltan, he would have associated his own name with the Sultan as Daulat shah bin 

Mahmud had dOllc But already we have seen that the usc of lhe name of Khalifa did nOt require any 

recomllll..:ndatiolt To usc the name of governor joinlly with the Sultan requircd prior penniss ion. which he 

\ 1:1S gl\ en after ti l!; peace treat) of 621. 'nlls was probably followed by the issuance of coins 111 joint 

names If the Bl.:ngal fabnc coins of lltutmish bcanng the date 622AH. arc assumed to be ISSUed by ' (wad 

then II m:t~ be pn:suIlH:d th:tt pennissiol1 of joi nt coin was cancelled very soon, or it was ' Iwad 's first 

anCIllI)t \0 \ lolate the h,; rmS of the treaty by pUlllllg hiS ol"n name alongwlth IItutmlsh on the same coin. 

HOII C\Cr. thc )0 1111 COIil of 622 shows that ·Iwad was the li r'St governor to introduce jomt COIllS in Bengal 

In the coniC'" of removal of Alauddlll Jani from Bihar by ' Iwad and :mack of Bengal by pnnce 

Nasiruddin 111 624AH, it is doubtful that ' Iwad had struck the coins of 622 and 624 Ln tne name of 

Ihutmlsh 111ertfore, thc truth m;l.y lie on what professor Ta rnfder suggest~'d thnt.. 'Thesc coms \\ cre 

LSSUed from the region of Bihar south of the Ganges, over which Deihl governors had unil1leTnlpted 

contraiL" Dunng I" ad ·s lime the cLrculation of coins IIlcreascd to a conSiderable level , there is a issue 

of almost e\er:- ~cJr from 616 to 622AH 111 comparison to the previous reIgn. It speaks of a rcgular 

economic actl \ I{ ~ b:lscd on COIll . 11105 11 may be presumed that money based trade and commerce was 

emerging gmdual l\ 

On th l.! other hand aner the treaty with the Deihl Sultan no coms were fou nd 111 Bengal till the end of 

' hlad 's rul l.! S:l \ C thc )Olllt COIll of 622. Th,s was probably duc to the dr:llll:lgc of prcclOus metals like gold 

and stiver from Bengal as mdenuHty money, which according to Mmha) amounted to 80 lacs , ' Iwad had 

no chnllce to compensatc fo r this drainage by fr~sh conquests. Furthem1Ore. the next govemor, 

Naslruddill. probabl~ calkd back all thc cirClllntcd coins for restriking Thus no coins of ' Iwad dated 623 

& 624 ha."e been found III Bengal. 

The weIght of the coills was based on the tala weight standard. sct by Bakhtiyar and followed 

subsequcntr ~ b~ both .. ),11 Mardan and' iwad . Coms of ' Iwad do not exceed 166 grai ns. Generally the 

'''' I/If II P 2K 
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\\Clght '~Ulg~ of his COlliS arc bct\\cen 150 grams to 166 g rams, physlc:lIlylU Probabl) the s iandard 

wClght "as nw d;ll 170 grams. and II was fallowed by the Delhi Sultans for thClf own coins struck from 

\anOtlS I11I1lIS IIlcludlng the nllnt of the capi tal in DeIhl. 

From Ills carl~ \.!I5sab.gc, COIllS III the name of I itutmish (I c .. following the type and coms of Ali Mardan 

and Bakhtl~J r S (ul/ulll 111)0)''' com (II.: the Horscman type). \vcrc lhe model before hun HIs own C0ll15 

from 61 6A H \\I,!h': cOl1lpletel~ different from Ihe horsem:ul type He declared IIldependencc III 6 16 AH 

:lIld quali l3U\ C chnnges III C01l1S were made, Also Ihe dcclar;luon of soverelSllty was dependant on the 

message clrculah ... d through COIllS 

I\' M.R.Tarafdar. MBengal's Relations \\ill1 her neighbours: A numismatic Sludy"' , IJllaltasnti COlllnterlloral (on 
"olilme. Dacca MuseulII. I 'J66. P 236 
I\~ IMe, II . pp 145· 146 
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C 3. Ikhli Yll r uddin Y uzb:lk 65 1 -655/ 1253 - 1257 

Alauddlll Du l;H Shah bill M:wdud \\as gOVCnlor of Bcngal 111 627 or 6291122Y or 123 1 He may be 

Idenllfied ellhl!r \\Ith Ikhtlyaruddll1 Balka Khaljl (627AH) or ' Alauddin M:ls\ld Jail! (627AH) Alrc.. .... dy 

\\.; kno\ ... that h.; Issm:d COILl III the JOllit names of llltumish and himself. 

From the pcnod of Alauddll1 Janl Ie. 611)/1230 to ' Iz.zudd m Balban Yuzbruu (c. 657A.H. ) for [he h,story 

of n.;arl ~ 30 ~1!.:trS our ongmal source Tahaqnl-f.N,i.Jlri IS pleCCnlt.:a[ IlO). Howcver, after lhe demisc of 

Salfuddll1 Alb:ll.. III 6) I). go\emor of LakhnaulI, Alb':lk Aor Khnn, a Turkish general and probably onc of 

the sla\'c officers of Salfuddm Albak usurped the gOVCnlOrShlp of La.k:hnauti in 631/ 1233 Tughral Tugnan 

Khan the appomtcd gO\ ernor of Bihar challcng(:d Aor Khan and marched :lgamst hml and defeated and 

kIlled him III bailie Qanungo infomls us that the battle waS fought betv.ccn the city of Lakhnauti and the 

fortr.;ss of H(I!);ktl / and as :l resull Tug.hral Tughan became the master of both the wings of till.: Muslim 

territo!,). /((1(11111 and ] '"rwd in lIddition to his OWll province, Bih3r'~ 

Tughral Tughan Khan ruled Bengal :lS a governor for nme ye.'lTS from 63311235 to 64211244 Both thc 

govcOlors (Aor Khan and Tughan Khan) were 10)'al to the Deihl Sultans and no com5 in their own name 

ha\!! br..'Cn found. bUI thl!Y Issucd coms III the n:lmes of contclllporaT)' Deihl Sult:\Jls n,e neNt governor of 

Bengal \\as MalIk Tamar Khan+Qlfan who was the govemor of Oudh and had been senllo help Tughan 

10 \\:ard 011' of the Onssa forces He had forcefu lly compelled T ughml Tughan to hand o\'er the go\'ernor­

ship Tughan Khan relum.;d to Delhi 111 64 3AH '~1 Both Tamar Khan and Tughral dIed on the same da~ , 

ont: III L:al..hnauII and IllI.! olh.;r III Oudh III 644 AH1~~ 

On Ihe death of I\blll.. Tamar Kh:mj_Qiran the govemorshlp of Bengal and Bihar was granted by the 

IInpenal court to Jab] lid din Mas 'ud J:lm, son of M:lllk . AJnuddlil JaIl! (644 AH) NOliI,.' or the abO\c 

mcnlloni.:d go\crnors Issw.:d :\Il~ COLillnlhcLr own name 

Malik I l..hll~:lruddLil Yllzbak. governor of Oudh succeeded ' Alauddm Mas'ud Jam in 6 0 AH III 

Lakhnauti lJ; He \\as a habitual rebel. having alr.;ady risen twice against Suit3Jl Naslruddill, pardoned 

each tlllle and promoted through the favour of Ulugh Khan Balban. Malik lkhuyaruddm Yuzbak, a slave 

of Sham5uddlll Iltlllnllsh \\a~ a bold. br;l\c and t:xpt: rt soldier Under royal patronagl: he scnl:d the 

J..mgdolll from \a nOU5= posItions from tllnl! to tllne and W:lS UllimJtcl~ given the go\emor·ship of 

)\V AlII Pan'fI,p 4 ~ 
140 J//J,JJ. p " fI 
I ~! . ldl Pan·o.p 55 , " . I/fJ.II. p.SII 
I Il lblcLp 51 
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Lakl1naull I lls Rasl1l1\;s$ and II1l pe110Usm.:ss"
l 44 bcc311l1.: I.:vldent \\l1ml he very SOOI1 dedlrl.:d 

1I1dcpcndcncc 111 L~lkhl1~1Utl ~lIld struck COms III hi s own name 

Three typl.:S of CaUlS of Yuzbak have been discovered so fa r All arc of silver and Olle Tanka 

denomination No CO Ill ofYuzbak in any other metal or dl.:llominations have yel been found A Joint com 

bC~lrIl1g the nan1l.:s of both Su ltan asi r ud din Mahmud of Del hi nnd Yuzb:lk is dl scusst..'<i scpo ratd > 111 

tlus chapter and mo t ~pcs of Ius IIldl!pcndcnt coins have come to light. HIS Independent COIll types arc as 

follo\\ s' 

Tvpe 8 I. Silver Tank.a 

Chronolog lca ll ~ . the fir st IIldepcndent coin of Yu zbak It bears on the obvetsc the name of the Sultan 

:l long \\llh hiS tltks {/\. \'I/I!iin II '/ a'~{//n MIIg}JI~' ud dllnyii \\{/ "d cHn :lud kllnl)'llh. MI1·I.jarh He clt:IIOled lS 

CJ\'-.'ill/!iill III l,'?WIJ and l1(h'tnl (/m,,, I nm 'mmin (helper of the commander of the r~lIthfll l) On the rc\'erse. 

Ii '(lhdl '/ 111/{111/ has becn JIIscnbcd The Icgcnds arc in Arab iC. On the margin of the reverse, circular 

legend IS ~hmha Midiya jf mhuri ' I~'n{n Mia kham:.-in wa nUll miyah i.e.me com was struck at Nadiya III 

652AH Tlils t) pc IS onl) kno\ .... n by a sobtary coin reported b) Rroma Ni),ogi in JNSI1
•

i
, 

T,pc 62 SilH,;r Tanka 

Bears on the ob .. crsc Yuzbak's name wah title as Siliton Ii 'I 'azam regnallitle MIIgbi! ,, 'd dill and kull)'oh 

ahll'l Mlqalfar Reverse IS the s:une as Type 81 but the m<lrgin is ha)Qz !)arb hi Lakhnaull mm khlrllj Az 

IIIWriO/1 11'(1 Nli,h,1CI Ii' Umn(lcj(i/1 ~'alJah lalii~ wo khams{1I lila SIItU mlyah I c '{his (COin) was sImek at 

Lalhnallli from the tJ\CS of A::mcmkm and Midl)'(j JII {he ~ear fift) -thn .. 'C :lnd SIX hundn.:d' I c. in 653 AH, 

TIllS IS the lIlOSI I)Opu lar t~pe of Yuzbak 's COIl1 and has been found 10 the largest numbl.:r Type B2 COIilS 

:ue dated 65} :lI1d 654 AH I~ In a recent sale c.1lalogue one com dated 655 is Illustrated!'''. 

From the T\pc 81 COlli. It IS clear rhal Yuzbak proclaimed full independence and assumed the mil; as 

.\'ullaml '/ 'a::am ll1e regnal mle Mug!;l :}. 1I'd din Instead of his name Ikhtlya tllddin and the kllmyah. ahli 'l 

la/~' Cf.:l1her of \lcto~) Fur.hennore as subsequel1t ti tles after his alam .y uzbak", he used lI.~~SIlI{an and 

nii~lrIt (III/;n 1 m/I IIIlmll (helper of the commander of the f:uthfu l) 

The rCH!rsl' IS hl..c OIlier Delhi coins of the penod fi ' alldl 'I imam, This Type B I COIll was slJ"Uck III 

Nlitll)'a III ('5211254 Thus \\c may assume that the joint coin of Yuzbak was struck pnor to this 

IIldependcllt COlli. probably in 650 or 65 1 AH when Yuzb:tk was governor of LakhMuti . 

---- _._--
14~ Ibld,p 51 
11',1\,\/. \h (l') tnJ.p 11'\11, PI. I' , n02 . 
1"'.1\.\'/. ,,11 (\\)7')). p tn ,,-

SeA. pl ~I COlli 110 71t 
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Ttus IS the lirst tun~ Ihat N(lcil) 'tl IS shO\\1\ as a mmt 11\ the comage of the Sultans of Bengal III this com 

from the lo)al saht.:. (1/- '{lhd he became the great sultan with the proclamation of the regnal title Mugh ls 

u'd dill :lm..! " '1 1111," 111 IIhlilltlfb. (F:lther of VICIOI) Roma NIYog.l IS probably right to presume that after 

the \ Ieto~ 0\1.:1 A:mol'dl/ll or Umardan he prociamlcd IIIdcpcndencc and assumed the kllm)'oh ah,; '/ 

lo/h l ~ . father of\lcto~ 

The Ic.gend of Yuzbak's T)pi! B2 com IS vet)' simple On th..: obverse only the Sultan 's nam..: was gIVen 

without any addilional til le But the rcverse margin IS VCI)' slgOificanl. It indicates that the com was stnlck 

III Laklulauu. but from th..: taxt!S of Un/ardan and Nacilya 11\ the month of Ramadan, 653. ThiS type: IS also 

found with the date of 654 and 655 AH but without the name of the month . Therefore, it can be assumed 

that 653 Ramadan W:"IS till': first commemoration and completion of the victory ovcr Umardan and Noci/yo, 

Th", IS wh~ the month has been mentioned. but the coin of 654 and 655AH was a usual continuation of 

thc COllllllemoratl\ e com from the KhorllJ of Umardon and Nodlyo. Therefore.. the name of the month was 

dropped 

The place \\11Ich \\01$ conquered by Yuzbak from the Ganga rulers feuda l clucf Sabantar vaflousl)' read 

as Azmardltn ' lImaroan ArmardOll '. h:tS generally been Idenuficd With modem M(mduran which 15 

SItuated K nllies from the town of Arambag 5ub~ivis ion of Hoogly diSlnetl..., 

After Bakhti)ar's first lIl \aSIOn of 601 AH Nadlyo appeared on the eoin III the history of Sultani Benga.! 

aftcr a long IIltc rHI It IS apparent that the place was reconquercd by Yuzbak and t::axes were colh . .'ctcd 

from there 1111!; \\as the reason why It was mentioned on the coins Therefore. T)pe B2 COIll IS 

commcmoratl\C and re\ eals the g lory of Yu zbak 

Roma I~og l III her art lclc 111 .iNS! explamed why the ' hab,tual rebel' wanted 10 be announced as 'a l abd 

YuzbaJ: III IllS 101111 c()Ins The Ganga rulers \\ crc VCI") pO\\crful ri vals of the TurkI sh gOVCnlors of 

Lakhnautl and Yuzbal-. fought three battles With them In one of those he was defemcd and sought Dd lu 's 

help Pnor to tlus appeal he publiCIzed Ius vassalage to the people for stratc.:gle rc.1.Sons, to show that the 

Delhi Sultan \\as 111 possess ion of Bengal and might mterfere at any lime to protect his rcalm. and also to 

sho\\ Iu s 0\\11 subord mallon 10 the Delhi Sultan. 

But he did not get all) help from Delhi due to the chaollc condition of the court there and had to fight hiS 

o\\·n battlc \\ Ith the Ganga rulers. He was VictOriOUS and commemorated tillS in his com Type B2, but 

before this \lcto~ he \\ould have conquered Nodlyo III 6521 1255 and declan:d mdependcni:e From then: 

he struck COlilm hi S 0\\11 IK\m" 

1 1> /\ ..... / XLV 1')Xl pIX') 
' 1~ .J\"s1 XLV linn pp 1)12·)11 
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He nl led Bengal lor II\e )e~rs . the fIrst m o ye:trs as a governor and the rl:St as Sultan of Dengal He \\;1,'1 

an ambItiouS go\emor and ultl m.ucly his des ire for conquest. the last one being the altemp! on Kammp. 

brought hIs end Out ht.: \\ 111 be rcmemben.:d as one of the successful Sultans of Beng:11 to follow ' Iwad 

and as an ISSllcr of mdt.:l>cndclll coms 

I·lls coms :11\: lou lld from the 1\\0 millts of Bengal. VIZ. Laklmauu the capita.I, and Nod/yo HIs lirst 

mdepcndent com \\as ISSUed significantly from the new mUll of Nmllyo HIs vassnlagc com. JOllllly wi th 

Lhe Ol.!lhl Sultan Na.o;lrudd m 1\'lahmud. and IIldcpcndcnI commemor:UlVe COIil was stn lck frol11 Lakhnau Lt . 

Though the mUll of till.: JOIllI com IS IllegIble II can be :lSsumcd th~ 1 II was struck from the capItal mint of 

Lakhnaoli . 

SI:Jrtll1g a I1C\\ I11l1lt outside the capnal IS \cry Slglllfic.1n1 and indicates the IInpol1ancc of the place and 

dccenlraitzatlOIl of the milliS. Probably by this lime Nadl)'O had become an enuncnt cny and COmmercial 

center for e-.:port trode by the rt\ er rou te to the sea ,llld may also have bt.."'C1l an ou tpost against Orissan 

:lggrc.sslon II ma~ also be. presumed that when he declared his Independence in 652 AH Yuzbak W3S 

resldmg In N(u/t)'C1 Therefore, If the capital was tcmporanly there, it may have been the cause of 

rccordms Ih\.' plOlC\.' IKlmt! on th t! cams Yu z.bak ruled mdcl)Clldcntly from 652 10 65,AI"I . :lbout four )cars 
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C 4. Mu' izudd in T ughril 678 - 680/1279 - 128 t 

On the death of Sher Khan. the governor of Bengal, Balban appointed Am in Khan, :l Deih l noble, as 

6ovenlor of Benga l \\llh Tughri l Khan as Deput)' GO\lcmorl'oO. This exceptional <l.rrangemcnt was made 

perhaps for the prC\Cll1l0n of frequent rebellions 11\ Bengal. Tughnl was onglnally a slave of Balb:ll1 but 

possessed all the char;1ctenstlc vlnues of a Turk , mdomltable will , reckless bravery, resourcefulncss and 

boundless al1\blllonl ~ t Tughnl enjoyed defacto ntlership of the provincc and made several expeditions 

He brought a large port ion of eastern Bl!ngal under his control particularly the Dhaka-Faridpur regionl )l 

Hc also bUilt a wong fon at LOr/col (Narkila), about 25 nules due south of Dhaka, which IS known as 

{lIJa.I-1'uKhril" J He also led somc camp:'lIgns tow:)Jds Jajnagar and captured immense booty in treasure 

and elephants. ""hlch he did not send to Deihl. By spcnding lavishly on chan ty and presents he won the 

hcans of hiS aSSOClatCS and ultimately declared mdependence He struck COinS and read the Khlllbah In h IS 

o\\ n nillne Accordlllg to Isalni Tughril rebelled against 9illban in the eighth yea r of the latter's reign in 

1275 CE But BaralH S:l~S that Tughnl rebelled in the fifteenth or sixlet .. nth yc.l.r of Balban's rule' \'! 

After two unsucct.:ssful t.:ffons under the leadershIp of the Oudh governor Malik Tumlati (676/1278) and 

under anOlher Oudh governor Bahadur (67711279) to suppress Tughnrs rebell ion. Balba.JI himself 

marched" Ith 3 large Contmgc.nt towards Lakhnautt In 680/ 1280·8 1 and after dt.:feating and killing Tug.hril 

rctumt:d to Deihl In 682 AII I)s. 

Onl~ one t~ pe of slher com of Tughril datcd 678 AH has come to light. It is of one Tanka denomin:lI1on 

of one Illla \\elght standard 

T\pe BI Slht.:rTanl.a 

The ob\crse bt.:ars Ihe Sultan 's name al',SlIlrim II/ a'zam MII'IZ uti dunyo WlIU ell" ob,.j·/ muzoffar Tugbrd 

m· Sltl!(in TI,ert.: IS 110 lIIargm 

TIIC n.:verse b~rs the nallle of the Abbasid Khalifa AI·Must'asim with the title a/·,mom and amTr It'/ 

m Ifmmin at the bcgllll1lng and :it thl.! end. The marginal legend reads 1411"bo fil Lokhnautl jf janah Mlba' 

wa J.·amiinin H(lS/fIIl IIII)'ah. '{Struck in) L::t.khnauti in the )'I::tr eighty seven and six hundred' l.e. 687AH 

I'" HU.II.p;"7 
III fl.'1111 SIII/,II"II P 11-' 1 ;llsoll1 p.21 ,) 
.': flH.lJ.pp ;'ix-5') 
.'\ IbId. P W 
I'~ Elliot and Do\~soll . Til" 'ftuorv of IndIa O.f rold by irs ownllmorums. The Muhammadan PerIOd. 
vol i.LLondon.IKII, p 112 
." OI'lJ" Su/rotl{/(. pp 21}1.1) .I HB. II. P 59 
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111C rc\'ers~ legend sho\\ s that the usc of UlI! lIame of the Abbasid Khahfa" \\ho died III 1258 CEt became 

customa~ 11\ l3el1gal and \\ as III uSc long after h,s deatl\, It 1Ild lcates the :tttlludc of Ule ruler as well as thc 

people and Ihl.! lT \>ell..: rntlon of the K!.11/lifaf nle nmrgm gives us only one dale that IS 67lS11271J and Ih l.! 

mlllt name of Lakhnnull Accordmg 10 lsaml. Tughn! rebelled agamst Balban m the eIghth yea r of 

B3! ban "s reign BUI B:u am says thaI III the fineendl or Slx!et,..'Tl!h year- of his r-cign Tughri l rebelled As the 

com of ()7X IS the on l ~ I ~ pe of Tughn[" S caUl that has come to light II. SI."CnlS n.:asonable d1al Bar:tlll ' s V'c\\ 

IS nght and probabl~ the COUl dah.:d 67M was the proclamation of Ius Independence Balban ru led for 22 

years and If Tughnl rebel led III the eighth year of Balban 's reign, 's II behevable dlat Balban waJIGd for 

eIght years to pUllIsh IllS slave"s audacity'l It IS also IInposs ible that the news of hIS rebellions reached 

Deihl aAcr CI!# years Thc.rcioTl!, tile date of the coin may indicate th~t 678 was the year of Tughril's 

rebellion The same ~(.':l r 8 :1 1ban sent hiS fi rst cxpcrlilion under Tunnatl alias Anno Khan :\gOl.lnst Tughril 

nle next ~t.:ar II; HI 671.) a second C. ... pCd,UOI1 was sell! under Bahadur but both expeditions f:t iled Tughnl 

\\ as able 10 n.:pu lsc the cl lu forces tWICC and ultimately the Sultan himself took dIe Ic.,d B31ban spent two 

Yl:3rs 1280 10 t 28 1 CE 10 settle tile task Therefore Tughril ruled in Bengal mdcpendent1y for about four 

~t.:ars I c from 678 to 61:(1 AH 
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C 5. Nasi rudd in M :lhlllud Bughra Shah 686 - 689/ 1287 - 1290 

Sultan Ghl)asuddm Balban. Suh:lJ1 of Deihl after supressmg the revolt of TUKhril and senhng the "fT,:11rS 

of Bengal rel urm:c..IlO Od ium 61( 1/ 1282("1) 1)6 He appointed hIs )'ou nger son Naslnlddin Mahmud Bughra 

as Ihe go\cmor of Bengal , who accopmpanu,:d him In the expedition to Bengal 

Up to hiS fallll.:r l3alban's de31h Nasinlddin Mahmud Bughra ruled Bengal as a governor of the Delh i 

Sultana!. He W:IS once summoned by Balb3J1 to Deihl after the death of Balban's eldest son Muhammad 

Khan"I .. Sh.:tlud Bughra responded to thl; call but did n OI accept the offer of kmgship of lhe Sultan and 

)1)011 n,;tunlcd to hiS caplt:11 Lakhnauu agamst hIS father's Wishes , Therefore, l3alb::m named a grand son as 

hiS hClr apparent at the tllllC of hiS death, "A week after Balban 's death, sometime in September 1 2~7 

(686AH) during \\llIeh he mourned his father's death Bughra assumed the title of Sultan Nasiruddin 

Mahmud and c;lUsed Khll!hah and the coms to be put In hI S name" m In Bengal. So Bengal once again 

spILl from lh..: Deli ll Silliallal and became an mdependent ultanat, tillS tl mc under the lC3dershl p \\ould be 

cro\\n prmcc of Deihl 

According to the abo\e statement he became Sultan in 686/ 1287, and one coin of Nas iruddm Malunud 

r\.'«n tl ~ publtshcd m a sale catalogue confirn15 tillS dale (7) HIS coms datc.:d 687 !lnd 688 a(e also been 

J..nO\\ 11 m (ecent tllnes (3) The COm dated 688AH, whIch IS known to belong to a private collector tn 

Dhaka
ll

• The~ an: OIlC 7'tmka denomination of one tola standard and arc of silver 

Tvp<t 61 Slh lkr Tankil 

The ob' ersc or th~ com bc.:trs the name of the Sultan wllh hiS title os-Su/!(in //'1-0'1/1111 Na\·/Nld-duflya 

\1'(1 d .. dl1l uhli / mll:o//(lr M(lhmlfd as-Sul!(in bm as"SlIltan 

The revcrse bears Ihe name of the Abbasid Khali fa aJ-Mus(aslm (8111:1h) With the titles of-Imam and 

omiru 'I .. mll 'm"'''' prefixed and suffl~ed respectively and a Circular margll1aJ legend 'Ounha ha?D af .. 

li440//I In f/adrm l.ok/maud min !mara) ' Bang sanah soh 'Q wa 1amlinin ~' (I siua miytlh. This coin W3.S 

stnlck at Hadr:u .. L'lkhnaUII from the bnd tax of &ng In the )C3r seven and eight) and si~ hundr..:d I C In 

flK7 AH ' 

As usual lltl' Abb;t. !>,d }fha/I/O '!' namc was used on lhe rcvcrse though hI.! had died long ago But lhe 

m:ugmal Icgl.:nd IS \1.:1"\ IIllportallt and Slglllficalll. II rc\ cals lhal the coin \\ 3S ISSUed III tllC capital millt 

L.1l..hnaull and III the ~ car 6lS7 At! That IS the com was stmck in the second )'c.1r of his mdcpcndence 

1'6 Delhi S ult;II111! , pp, I I ·n-I I") , 
IS ' Ba rmu. pp, IlK, 141-143, 160 . quoted in Deihl SU/lanm. p. 1144 
I ... MI Iftlkhar AI,ulI. Dhakll, posses a coin daled 6S8AH 
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Abo\'!,: all the COlll \\:l S 'qruck from the land (:I I( of Hang, \\·hich indicates ,"lctory III the regIOn Cunously 

cnollgh the sam\.! formula (frolll the land tax of 8(1 l1g ) has been used 111 tht: CaUl of Jalaluddl1l Mahmud. 

whosc idcnllt~ IS 51111 ;'I I)uzzlc 1"1, and Ruknuddll1 KUIk:!.us (6~9 ·6I)O AH) used this fOnllUla for two to 

,llrI .. 'C )t=:lrs OrlllS I'C I!;lI 

Thus lhe fomlUl:!. W:lS llsed for about six >'~rs from 687 to 690. After 69 1 the usc of such fomlUta cc;\scd. 

Prob:'lbl~ the process of the conquest or Stmg took about SIX years to complete and oilly aacr the final 

subjugation of Ballg the usc or such ronnu l:'l 10 the COlO legend ceased. Mahmud also claimed hiS royal 

parentage b~ uS1l1g (I.\' ·.,\'II//(in hm-a.~-Sll /~an and Ius claim IS nght that his futher was the Delhi Sulum, 

Balban 

It IS to be noted here Ih~H aSlrudd lll Mllhmud Bughra preferred to be 3 subordinate governor under his 

f:uhl'r's reign Ih311 be a crO\\11 pnnce in Ddhl and also prcfcrn.-d to be the Sult:tJl of Bengal than a Sultan 

of Deihl He s l ruc~ COlilS from the very first year ofh lS mdependence i.e 6H6 conscculivcl) in each )C3r 

upto 6~~ . ·n H.; r~ron:. hiS Independent rule lasted for three years. 

1<-; Discussed under Jal:iluddlll Milhlllud Shah in Cit IV 
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C 6. Ruknudd in h: :likalls 689 - 69911290 - 1300 

Ruknuddlll "'alkaus \\a s the son and succeessor of NasLruddin Mahmud Bugh ra III Bengal ;:md BLhar 

QanuLigo ali t! K;HLm pres umed that after the death of Katkobad. son of Mahmud and Suh.m of Deihl. 

Mahmud abdLc;lIed Ihe throne of Bengal and BlharlCoO
• But the Rlya(i holds that for feaT of the KhalJi 

Sultans of Dclhl hI.: abdIcated the throne in favour of his younger sonltl l. Somc hlstorions hold that grief 

OVer the dl,,:.'l lh of Ills eldest son \vas the cause of the death of the old Su ltan'62 By Ihe numismcllc 

evidence Qanungo fi ~ed Ills reign uplO 689 and his succccssor K:t.ikaus' rule starts from 690. But It is 

evident now that Kaik:lus' rule staned in 689AH. 

Both the gold and sil ver coins of Kaikaus have becn discovered and tJle silver coins arc of two types and 

or one lanka dCnOmll1allOn But Ihe gold cOin IS a fractional com 

TyoI.C A I. Gold F Glctjonal COlli 

111e ob\ crse the name of the Su ltan III a CIrcle Koikaus. 111c reverse bears III a circle Ibn u's Sultan nle 

onl~ kno\\ n gold COlli IS presene IIllhe Varendra Resea rch Museum. RaJsha.hl , 

TvOY BL S.I\erTjlnka 

The obverse bea rs lhe legend ;n double square wilhin ci rcle in four lines, 0,\' Sul/tm 11 '1 a'zorn Rukn ud 

dllnyo .... a'd din ahlj'll1f11f(tjfal' KOlkfms a$ SultOn hm SlIltiin hm Sultan. 

The re\'CfSI: befas Iht: kgI.Cnd in double sqU:lrC wilhm cITde al unom 0/ M II.I'ra :m l1 ami rtl" nw'mwtn margm 

bears c!tm6a hOEdll/ J it/datll 61 Ijlldro / LaklmQla i min !shira} Hang sana {/S(I' wa .~'am{lIIin ItCl ,f/I/ /1 1111),(111, 

'thiS sih cr (coin) \\as struck in lIadral L.:t.khn:tut i from thl! Land-tax of B:tng III the ye:u EIght) -nmc and 

51'-: hundred' 

HIS regnal n~\l lle \\ as Rukhnuddlll abu'l muzafTar Kalkaus. hIS gr.t.nd father was Sultan Balban, and his 

la ther \Ias I\aslruddm Bughra \\h lch has been rCH.-alcd through the COIll legend as SIII{(in hili m Sulran 

bm as SII/!(11I TillS Iype IS found dmcd 6~ 9 and 690AH, 

T\ pc 82, Slllli.Ja.!!.b.a 

Tht: ob\ erse and rI.C\ersI.C arc lhe same as Type B I (with some minute difTcrences in onmmen1.1tions) bU I 

only difference IS in the marginal legend which is devoid of 'nun kharaj Bang' and the dates \\ ere 

di fferent 111e observed dates arc from 691 to 699AH 

If .. 1111 II , P 7-t 
I"~ Rlyaz, p 'J( ) . .. Iso quoted ill liB II, P 74, 
'''. Ad, }JlIn 'il . p, '11} 
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This {VPC IS almOSI tilL' S=tIllL' as T) pI.: B I of K'lIknus so far as thl.: kgend IS concerned with some I1l1tlOr 

\anallOll III thL' design on Ihe ob"crsc An arabesque has becn JlI~ICcd above the ' rna' of the word ' :I I· 

Imam ' 10 fill up th l.! bl:ll1k space TIllS arabesque sometuncs has bccn replaced by a '{ntah ' or sometimes 

"I\h a scroll type motif OU I the marglllal legend of type 2 IS different. Its rcadlllg IS {luribo hogol jiq~Jolli 

hi l;int!rlll 1,,(,kJJlfllllll .wnt/II a~u/(, I e 'this COul was struck at Hadrnt (capital) LakhnautJ ' and thl! dale and 

1111111 name an:. pref"oo b~ bl·Hadrat which indicates the g,lory of the place as the capital and residence of 

thc Sultan ThiS COin T~ pe 82 I1kc T~ pe B I also bL'ars IlLS narne with the fomlUla "Sultan bill Sultan bill 

Suh .• m', but 1101 ' ;Is·sullan' The dlff~n:llce is the margln:.l legend of the reverse In Type 82 the leOll 

KhamJ I Bang h:!!' been dropped 

All of Kluk.lUs' COUIS an.: !'truck from the single mint bi·l·bdral L.'lkhnnutl i e the mint of the cap!!a!. Md 

also IIldlcatc that the Sult~1l reSided there Both typl.!S bear an extra pilielabovc the word 'Am 'ofnl-A'~'U1' 

on Ihe ob\ersc probabl~ for adjusting the extra gap there. 

K::uJ..aus· earlieSt daled coms were struck from Lakhnauti TIley bear on the re\erse Ihe name of the 

Kklhfa nl·MuSI:l ·S lIn \\ llh the laqab 'nl·lmall1 ' and ' runlrtJ ' l nlU' llllllin· In IJ1(~ Circular lI1ar&m,\1 h:gend 

the name of the 1111111 Lakhnaull and the dale appear. Ln Ihi s Type 01 , in the mnrgin it has bt.:cn recorded 

Ihal the COlli was slnJeJ.. from the Khara; or Rang I c. from the Land ta.x of Banga ruld the nunCs n:1l1\e \\3.5 

Lakhn;\U\I TIllS P:lrtlcular I11ClI\lOn mdlcah:s thai the com was a commcmOr.;lU\ e onc and It IS cle.1 r from 

the legend 111:11 Ballga or e:lStem Bengal was 3JtnCXL-d (0 thc Lakhnautl klllgdom dunng hiS reign . As the 

date 6K9AH IIIdlcatcs Ihe ~ear of his ascension to power, the ~nnexalioll of Banga happened In the same 

~car or a couple of )ears earlier Because III the prevIOus year we have already Sl"Cn a COlli With such 

proclamation b~ Jalaluddlll Mahlllud Shah The same formula has also been used IllS fa ther'S coin d:ltcd 

6M7 

Either Banga \ \J.S conqueh.:d by thi,: MuslllllS one or twO )'cars earlier and stnklllg of eoms \\cn: 1I11tl:ttcd 

to commi,:l1lorate the c\ enl The trodluon was started by the prev-ious rulers, and Kaikaus followed hiS 

predecessors. 'JSl ruddlll Mahmud and JaIa1uddill MaJunud. Or it may be assunu .. -d that the conquest of 

Oang was ::t gradual process and some part was annexed b)' the earlier ru lers. The process cOntUlw.-d 

J Ulin!!, Ih..: nIle of h.:I1,,-,IUS \\ ho h:ld conquered 50l111! 1110rl: arQS of Oang 11lel\:foo.:. It ma~ be prcsull100 

that the conquest or Bang look sevc.ral )e:us to complete Or Il may be. assumed that Ihe prncllcc of 

sln!..,"g COlliS from thi,: H\xCS of Ba.ng became customary and Kaukaus himself fo llowed the CustOm 

HIS coms arc found for each )c.:J.r of hiS reign from 689 to 699AH save the year 692AH No COlO of 

7UDAH or pnor 10 6~Q has been reponed or dIscovered yet It IS lIlteresung to noh~ I1ml hiS coins slruck 

from the land lax of Banga arc Issued 10 the beginllIng of his rule, say for two (or three) years 639 to 

690AH Laler coms only mention the mint name and date from 693 to 699AH. TllcrcForc. It can be 
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assumed that the C\l>ed ltloll to\\o rds B:lllg:l was completed carly in Ills reign. and Banga ar!.:.'l w::tS 

mclud..:d \\ lthlll the realm of Ktllknu!i Kanm l11entloned his coins dated from 690 10 6Y I and 693 10 

6~N I(ll BUI the e;1rlll.:st dale of IllS cOi n IS filS9 and thl! lales t IS 699AH No coms daled 70()AH have )'Ct 

bl.:'cn found 

Therefore the duration of his reign rnay be fi xed from 689 to 699AH I.e. eleven years 
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C 7. Sh:Ullsuddill Fil' lI Z Shah 700 - 72211300 - 1322 

The 11\: '(1 Sullan :l licr Ruknuddm Kalkaus \\ as Shamsuddm F1l112. Shah. Hc ruled III Benga l mdel>cndellily 

from 700 to 122M·\ Modem \\'fIlers from Blociun31l to taplelon regard him as Ihe son of Nas ir ud dm 

Mahnllld Bughr:l as a Balballl nllcr and brother of Kalkausu"" their sourcc being Ibn Balula 's Rlh/a. At 

least twice Shamsuddm was refcrn..'d to as the son of :lsiruddm Mahmud '" the RIh/allS
) But aClually lu; 

was not Ihe son of Bughra as proved b) Abdu l MaJcd Khan in 1942'66 the Ht,l' tory (Jf lJengell also upholds 

tlu s Vlc\\ K::mm and Sukh:UllO) give four arguments agalllst hIS Balbam descend. 

one of IllS coins or inscriplions bear Sui!on bm Sulrein, which has been used by every 

COnICI1lI)Oral') sultan \\ ho was Ihe son ofa SulL1n, Kaikaus 's coin even bears the phrase Sulfon bm 

SlI l llln hm X"ff,ill I.C his grand father was also a Sultan 

2 AI kast 11t h.: .... of Shamsuddlll 's sons had struck CO IllS (Shlhabuddin Bughdah. Gluyasuddlll 

Bahaduf. i'.aSJnlddlll Ibrah im) and each of them used the phrase Slllwn bin SIII/(m on thclr COlliS 

but nonc of thel11 used Sul{lin hm SII I!an hm SI4/!on. Had Shamsuddin Firu.z. been the son of 

Nas lnlddlll M~hll1ud . then tJh! sons of Shamsuddtn must have used the fonnula Sulfon bill Sul/{m 

hm Sill/fin Ilkl.! K:llkaus hah 

3. 1111.: kIlO"11 names of the grand sons of Balban arc Kaiqllbad, KOikhasru , Kmlums and Kaimlm'. 

but :jJwmm ddm or j'/niz ar.: nol close 10 those phonetically 

4. From th t.: reference of Qfran us Sabdam It is known thai in 1287 K:uqubad. cider SOil of Bughra 

was Ul ~cars old If we consider Shrunsuddtn as Bughra's son, ho\\ old would he be al that timl:" 

11l1ncL'1I ~cars latcr Shalllsuddin appears as the falher of five cnpable sons who were helping hUll 

11\ adll1Hllstratlon and III nc\\ conqucsts l67. 

Thcrefore He lI1a~ concludL' as III Ihe Ilt.I·lory 0/ Rengal. thaI II is :l rl:3.Sonablc guess that PIIlIZ Alt.gm 

govcruor of Dlh;!r and Sh:ullsuddm Flnlz arc Idc.nltcnl Sukhamoy Mukhapadhaya also holds Ihal Ihough 

Flru l. \\as not a dlrcct dcccndeant of tJlt.~ Balbani Sult.1nS tJ1ClC may ha\'e been some sort of relationship, II 

IS to be remcmbered that Ruklluddm K::ukaus dIed without nny Issue ruld as ' next 10 kin' Shamsuddm took 

over the Sult;;Ulal l !t~ 

T\\o t~ pcs of FlrlIzs COinS, each III gold a.nd silver, have been found a.nd a.rc of onc Tanko dcnomin~l.tlon 

\\llh vanallon of 111111t5 and dates His coins were found from the mints Hadrat Lakhnauu, Khma 

1101 1/8/1. P 77 
I!.~ 1111 ,'nn'fI. p IUN 
' .. lilt) 1')J2 P 6'; IT 
"'- ,'.ull /lm . 1111111 1>1' l.l'· tH., hll I'(II"I'{I. p. 1O~ 
1..- Suilanl Amol pp 1·j(,- I-tX Adl Pan a.p I t j 
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L.,khn<J ll tl and Hadrat Sililargaoll The weights or Ius coms arc of one tu/a sl3nd;lrd bOlh In gold :tnd 

silver 

T"ps: AI Gold Tall}; .. 

111~ ob\erse las n:cordl.;d In 1M JI P 17) bl.;.lrS the nallie of lhe Sultan \\lIJI thc lilk. aJ SlIl(anuf d;am 

~1(lml wi tlllnI't; h{1 ,I·dm aMi I mu:ajlar FirilZ Shall lI.I SII/{tfH On the rc,crsc IS the usual ·(lI·lInlim al 

MII\"{~url umintl! m I1l1IlI1m, Ihc l11;l rgin IS gone, and traces ofleners are Illegible 

Tvpc 62. Sll\'t;rn~ 

11le ob,'c.rsc and leH.:rse legends arc Ihe same as the gold Type A I bUI the reverse has the margmallegcnd 

~lIriba hallln! Ji~/t!(j{u hI 1j{/{lraf 1"(lkhl1(lIIlr sana ... lffy miya, struck 111 hnzr:ll L..1khnaull yea r seven hundred 

Ie 700AH 

Varlet~ C'I( IStS due to differences III design. Some C01l1S have legends in a double square wi thin a ci rcle on 

both Sldl.!S some legends arc on Ule obverse In a single square witJuII Circle, ,Old III some the legend is III a 

dOtlbl!.: Sqll:l (~' \\llhl11 circ le oilihe rc\erse Some ha\c dccor.lll\c marks abo\c the first 'ItIU1J' ofal·llnam 

ha\ c be!o,!l1 d~pICh .. -d \;lr1a1l\I~ , like 3/010~ (=-) or hke 3 Sign of 'Mad (- ) or scroll like SlgrlS ( ... ) 

It IS to be nOh.:d here th3t dunng the feign of Sultan Flfuz two of his five sons struck coms concurrently 

\\'lIh thClr fathcr \\lIh the full rcg31litJc. stylmg themselves as as Sulfan 141 a'~{/m 11115 is:1 puzzle for the 

period of Shamsuddm l-"U\lZ, moreover. somctuncs father and son issued coins from the same mmt ha\ ing 

the sal11e d:lIe Agalll ::I t Ic~.s l one person stOick coms independent ly with the Utle a ,l ' Sul!"fI III C1~("" 

dUring FLruZ 'S rule, \\ ho W3..S not a royal dcccndam a.nd probably a prelender named Jalaluddm Kmnan 

Shah \\host: COLlI has been di scussed separately It1 clmplcr V 

The: COIllS of Ghl~'aSlIdd lll Bahadur and Shihabuddin Bughdah 3rc Similar to the coms of lhCir falher FINZ, 

c:'(Ccpl atthL: end Oflile ob\erse legend the sons used as.$ul(an bIn as Sll~f(jn (Illstcad of on I) ' as·Su l t~lII · ) 

Also a mlilor ,:maUOil III the decorallve mark could be nOl1c(:d Bcsldes thost.: used by the fa thcr Ftruz. 

Bughdah III addition lIst.:d a plus mark, 3nd Bahadur three dots abo\'c tlle fi rst 'mlm' of a/~imiiltl 

rcspccll\d\ 

81 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



A li st ofFlnlz·s dOled cOins \\'I\h nunt namcs along \\'lth thc COins of his two SOilS arc glVC II belo\\ 

A H Shol1ls lid dill Flnlz Ghlyasuddln Sh:!.Imbuddl ll 

Year Ih hadur Shah Bughdah Shah 

.. --------- ----------- ------~------------- -------------~-----

700 Hadrat L.1khnau ll 

70 1 LalJul.:iutl 

702 Lakhn:!lltl . Blnga 

703 Lokhn:llIll. Bang:! 

704 Laklmauu 

705 Sunargaon. Blilga 

706 Lakhn:l1Ill . 

707 

70~ 

709 Lakhnaull . 

71 0 L3khmlll!i. Sunargaon Lakhnautl , (1 10) 

711 Lakhnlutl. Lakhna.uti. (7 11) 

712 Lrlkhnaull . L.1kJU10UU. (7 12) 

713 L:l~hnalili . 

714 Lakhnautl. Lakhn'UII, (7 14) 

11 ; L.1khn<lutl. KJllt(a Lakhnautl (715 ) 

716 ~bd ral L.1khn:IU!I . 

71K 

11K Lakhn.ulI (7 18) 

71Y KIIItt:l Lnkhn:lU1J 

720 Lakhn;:l U!1 Lakhnau li (720) 

721 LakhnautJ (121) 

722 Lakhnautl I Lakhn.uri (722) 

Qasbah Ghiy.spur (722) 

1111s reVIsed chon IS afll!r John S De)d l. who quoted It from Staplcton 1f'l" 80th lists lIIc1udcd Sultan 

JaJaluddm r,.·13hmud Shoh (Sultan bm as Sultan) as a son of Flruz duc 10 the dute 7071709AH of Iu s coms 

from Lakhnaull mUlt BUI the dalC's tenth dIgi t IS not clc:.1r. Now a clc..1f date has been found and 

Jalaluddll1 Mrllullud ·s dme has been fixed IlS 687 AH I'JII) So, his reign was prior to FlnlZ·S, the nlleged 

I~ ND. 11, pi II. (1\171<), P 5K,"" 
I·" Discussed scpcr..ll cl~ ill eh V 
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father of Jabl ud dill 'l:lIl1llud Thcrt.:forc. JaJaluddlll Mahillud was . eluded from the list and tht: hst has 

becn brought up to datI.! \\lth the recently gatilen,.'d mfonnatlons111 

Earlier. on the C\ Idi,,!IICC of nUl1l1Smatlcs It was presumed that the n:ign of F I ru;.~ startcd III 70 I AH but 111 

1 t,l~5 Stan Goran publishc.:d .. COIil of Shams ud din Firuz dau .. "d 700AHir., which cxtends hiS rulea )ea r 

earlier 

COIilS of Fmlz dah.:d 7U7, 70K. 71X and 721 arc Ilot rcprcsentt:d in the abo"e chart, Except 701 and 708 

other dates arc :1\ albble on the coins of his sons, partlcul"rly 718 AH m coms struck from Lakhnautl 

Ix:.'lnng Ihe nam\..' of Shlhabuddlll Bughdah Shah 3nd III 72 1 of Bahadur Therefore. at first sight II may be 

presumed that Simms ud dill Flruz did not Issue an)' C0ll15 of lhesc datcs (7IM & nl) But we know only 

of the COinS struck b~ IllS (\\0 sons at that tunc It is poSSible thm we cannot asct.:rtain those dat\..'s on 

Finlz's CaUl from dlOicult marginal Icgl.:nds. which nrc generally rct3lJlcd part ially on the coins On the 

other hand eoncurrl.:nt COinS of fa ther and sons are also found sometimes issued from the same minI. 

Therefore, thiS re"lscd IIstl11 supports the theory of Abdul Karim of peaceful association of Finn's sons in 

the admllllstraUon of their fa ther's expanding realm In contradiction 10 this vie\\$ Stapleton slates Ihat the 

Sultan-s sons compc.:ll.:d \\Ith each other for the right to 'share sovereignty" With their father John Dcyell 

who supports Qanungo States that the strife was not strictly intra-fraternal. but on occasion involved the 

suppl:mtrng of the authOrity of F'iruz Shah lumsc l ~ 1~ 

OUI 110\\ IS 11 posslbk all Bahadurs pan to supplant hiS father from power III 710AH as conclc\'cd by 

Qan ungo" FU1.1 Z·S coms of thl.: same date were smmitalll.:ollsly ISSUI.:d from Lakhnautl 1\llor\."Ove r, 

Bahadur's L.:lkhnautl COillS an; dalCd ani) from 710 to 714 whereas hiS father Flruz"s cams continuc.:d to 

be struck till 71 (,AH, thl.'Ol} of supplanting of fatller and sons by each other has no ground at all , thiS has 

bt.-cn discussed III detail b) Mohar Al il 'N and Karim l76
, lllcrefore, the independent issucs of Firuz's two 

sons Bahadur and Bughd:th were not the resu lt of a revolt on the pan of the sons. mther it was a refl ection 

ofthe aSSOCiatiOn or chlldrt!n \\ Itll the administration and the sharing of sovereignty b} the fllh ter177 

Firuz's COinS an.' Issued from thrce mints, namely, Lakhnauti (either with a prifix 'bi l;IotJr(l( ' or hi 

!l!,!!ah), hI H(I~/ro, S,,"iirgol1l1' and bl /;IotJrot Bang Hadrat tndicates the presence or lhc Sultan or 

rCSldence of the Sullal1 Lakhnauai t was the capital :uld residence of the sultan so the use of Hadrat before 

Lakhnau ll I~ ~ccept:lblc But both SlInargiinw and Bang mints also bear the phrase 'bl ijadraf ' lllereforc, 

, -, 
InrOrnlallOIiS frOI1l I he Catalogue or RaJgor and Smgnpur Cum Aucllon have been used 

I'! \ '1), /.\ , pp lilli-lUI 
,- I Wuh the lIe,\ IIIforll1ttllOns 111ld e.xcludlllg Jalal uddin Mahlllud this lisl has been revised 
1-' \'D, II, PI II, (197M), I) 59 
1'\ 11.\/11. lA, pp 112-113 , ..... ' 

,"iUl/'11II , Imlll, pp 153-156 
," ('Qrpu> , p 2t\ 
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It can be m(crn. .. d Ihat both Sunfirxetnw :tnd Bang were VISited by the Sultan or tbat the sons of fH'U Z \\cre 

also Suhans as Ih1,:~ cI:umcd on their coms and lhc) were rcsldmg In lhosc places as ro-sharers of 

sovereign po\\ cr or go\ cmors and therefore the hI "adm, 1I1Ic II can also be presumed that dunng the 

rClgn of Fmlz. Lokhn:lllll region had t,~ o mmts, one In the capital \\ltl1 the tIIle one In the caPllaJ with tht: 

IlIk of bl H:ldral l.l.khnautl :md ::mother mini for the suburb whIch used 'hI I5...h1Uo La.klU1J.utl Khiuah 

mcans admulIstr3l1 n.: umt like a district Thus f-:JoUlcr and sons ISSUed COUlS from all thn..'e ImlllS and none 

was n:.scn ,,-d for ~n' om; 
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C 8. Sh ihahuddin Bughdah Shah 717 - 718/ 13 17 - 1318 

SulWIl Shams lid dill Flroz's (700-722AH) two sons Shlhabuddm Bughd3h 3nd Ghi)'asuddm Bah:ldur 

struck coms cOJlcllrn:nll~ \\Ilh their fa thcr Fi ve of his SOilS 3re k!lown from the \+anous sources- coms. 

mscriptions and literature, Thrcc of them struck coins in thei r own nnmes. two during the life tum: of their 

fathcr as mentioned :lbovc. :lnd Na5inlddlll IbrahUll after the death of his father, Only one I ) pc of coin of 

Bughdah has been dlsco\ered 50 fa r which was stOlck from Lukhnautl dated 7 17 171 and 7 IXAH I". The 

coins of Bughdah arc scarce and the marginal legends mostly arc truncated Therefore. no other dates arc 

cen:l1n These 1\ \ 0 dales fn ll \\!thm the reign of Ill S father FlI'lIZ. So he did nol stnke coins indcpcndt!ntl )' 

but III pC:lccful as!1OClallOn wllh his fatller . Though Ibn Dalum infonns us that after the de31h of Firuz 

Shlh:lbuddlll took 0 \ er the SUlt311!l.t bu t W:iS dn ven by Iw; brother B:l1l3dur to mke refuge with Sultan 

Ghiyas ud dill Tughlaq along With another brother Nasiruddm 10 seek for Ius help . Consequently Bahadur 

has deft.:aled ;'Ind Nasmlddlll "ppointed as a vassal But nothing has been mentioned in any sourCe about 

Slllhabuddl1l \\ho had probably dIed by this timel l/O. 

Earlier scholars had read the name Bughdah Shah as Bughra on the notion that he is the grand son of 

Nasiruddll1 Bugra hall and the~ sought a similarity between the names of grandfather and the grand son. 

But Abdul Karim has rigllll y rcad the name as Bughda..h . There is no direct descendence between Firuz 

and Bughra Khan Ie Fln.IZ was not a Balbani Sultan. TIllS has been settled by !:ltcr scholars after Thomas. 

So Thom:lS ' assumption docs not hold any ground l•1 

A smglc t~ pe of sll, er cOIn of Bughdah Shah IS known TIley arc all of one Tanka denominatIon after the 

om;· tol" \\l.: lght standard 

T\ DC Bl SIh.!.:rTanka 

The ob\l.:rsc bears the name; of the ultan \\llh the full regal litle, as SIII!tifl It! a'zam ShIMh lid dllll)'(1 

11'(1 d Jilt lIb,;'/ m/l~(llllIr /3 l1ghd(fJ/ Shah as Sul{an bm a.\' Sultan, All the coins' legends arc 3rrangcd III 

double square \\ Ilhlll Circle on both obverse and reverse, 

Thl.: rl.:\ I.:rsc be:1rS the 11:1111e of the Abbasid /Q)a/ija a1 Must'aslm Blilah with the epithel of o f imlim at the 

bcgmllmg and (lmi,./// 11111 'mmTn at the end like his father'S coin. 111e design and arrangement of the coins 

:lrc ,hI,; saHle as thl; eOI1lS of hIS father Marglll contams the name of the mlllt and date. \\hich in most 

cases has ~ll1lost (hSlPl)t:J.rcd . 

I'" .It/.\'lJ l I1J2 2). P .4IX. ('lIrpu.\. p. 32. 
I" (·urpu.\. p. J I 
11101, Ifli Pnrhn. I) 11.4. (1lIOIcd froUl Rjhla 
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Though Ih!.' !;O IllS uf Bughl.l:lh arc of:l slOgle Iypc Iher!; ~X I S I S01111! vanetles On the b3sls of Ihe varIations 

of Ihe decor31l\'!.' 1I13r[.. abo\ e the letter. first mlm of allmtim thrL'C varieties can be fi xed One h:1\111& 

crossed or plus m::lIk, another a 'mad ' and the third a floral m3rk 

It is (0 be n01l,:d here Ihat no IIIdcpendcnt coin of Shlhab ud dill has been found dated 722 or 723AH But 

Oahadur struc,", cams from Lakhn:lUti III 722 and 723AH Probably ShLhabuddm Bughdah did nOI ha,,: the 

chance of slnkll1g an) COI1l 

It IS al so to be nOlcd Ihal Oughd3h ' s coins are very rare and there were only three III the 13,500 coins of 

the KO(Jch /JI I/ell' hoard ' ~2 Allolher coin procured by Stapleton has the date 717AH. Provenance of the 

coin IS l\'lurshldab:ad This IS Ih (.; only known coin dated 717AH. Stapleton mentioned that ' '1l1C few coins 

of Sillhab ud dill pre\ lous l ~ recorded are all dated 71S I
•

1 There arc fOllr coms of Bughdah in a private 

collection III Dhaka of thl! Ihn:c v::mCtICS mentioned but only in onc the d:1tc IS readable as 71 RA H1Mol The 

1111111 name IS absent from the margllls 

It IS cunous thai no COlliS of Ius father Flrut or brother Bahadur daled 718 IS found from ally 0\1111 . Ihough 

Bughdah' s ~ Olmge r brother Dahadur conlinuollSly struck coins from 71 OAH and his father Firuz from 700 

AH Probab l~ coms d:tted 718 of Firuz wen:: issued but Ihey have not been found. On the basiS of this 

absence of Bahadur's COIll dated 718AH Stapleton has built up the fraternal conflict among the sons of 

Fl ruZ" " Abdul Karlin has enumerated 22 COUlS of Bughdah hah from various published sources, All are 

of the samt.: t~ pl!. and their margins have disappeared, Only four have readable dates and excepttng 

Slaplcton's one (717AH) al1 three arc dated 718AH1loO Smgapore Cmn ANc/lon calaloguc of 1999 

Illfonlled liS abOll l SI' COlliS (\\ Jlh three phologm1lhs) of Bughdah Shah h
-' Thclr 11l1llt IS 1I0t ck ar nnd only 

onc d:l1e. 71 ~AH has been melll ioned B M has 31so I>osscses II dated COIll of 71:S stuck from bl \.;hl ll3 

Lakhnaut l So, 011 the baSIS of explanation of Kanm It Illa) be presumed that Bughdah Shah struck coins 

dUring hiS falher's lifellmc and WIth the approva l o f hiS father. Therefore these coins reveal the peaceful 

assos l,Ulon III the admltllstrallon and shanng of sovereignlY by the fa ther with his sons. 

I-I Ct,rflU \ PP 2}( XL ':2 
- : f( '/j. I. P "'11 

1 ~\.J. I.""If, (NS,XVlt l 1'122 P .jIM 
I ~' Dr, Islmq 111101111. Dhaka 
!B'.IJ1SH. [ S'I:\lIlp ol l IS 
1 ~"('lIrpU,"' pp 11·'\2 
I. ' SCI. (1 91)9). PI ,n . C01l1 nos 732.733.733 
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C 9. G hiY~ S ll ddin B:lhad ur 710 - 730113 10 - 1330 

Afkr till' dl::t th 01 Sh:unsudd tn Flnlz In 722AH hiS son Ghlynsuddlll H:-.h:-.dur bcc:a.1ll1: the Sultall 

GI\I~ asuddlll ' COIll dat..:d 723AH from KJIIU;\ Lakhnaull ')"( IIldIC:IICS Ih;ll Bahadur succecd..:d hiS father 

BUI 3ccordmg 10 Ibn Batuta. Shlhabuddm succcedl.!d Flnl z but \'<.15 overpowc-red by B:lhadur \\hO 

cnpturcd the thron..: and killed IllS brothcr Qutln Kh:m :md others I .. Two of hiS brothers, Sluhabuddlll and 

aSlr\lddm Oed to ult3J1 Flruz. Tughlaq m Delhi, who marched forth with them to fight the fratricidc'!lO III 

724AH 

Though Bar:tnt 's account of the same event agrees substantially with Ibn Batula he mentions thai it was 

not the brolhers but certain amirs of Lakhnauti who went to Delhi to complain. Howcver, Sultan 

Ghlyasuddin Tu~hlaq sent his general Tatar Khan with troops against Bahadur, They defcated Bahadur 

and \\l\11e he \\ as Oei:lIlg to the castta IllS new city Ghiyaspur he was captured and and "brought with a 

haher round hi S IIcd . mlo lhe presence oflht: klllg" i.e, Tughlaq Shah. Ghl)'4.Sudd in Tughlaq conferri:d thl.! 

go\ emorslup of LakhnauII all aSlnlddlll Ibrallim. brothi:r of Bahadur for hLs loyalty a.nd submission. He 

\\:15 allo\\cd 10 nLh; Joi l\ll ~ \\ith Tughlaq Shah as revealed in the coin issued from L.1k.1Ulautl bc..'lring the 

)Oml nalll l,; of Tughlaq and Namuddin dilled 72 4AH. Sunargaon and Satgoan weft: gIVen to Tatar Khan 

But nothlllg IS reported JboUl Sluhabudlll. Tughlaq on his wa)' back to DelhI captured Tirhut and 

estabhsht.'d u nunt there. nanling it 'Tughlaqpur urfTirhut ' In the samcJountcy he died \\,h l,;o a pavlbon 

feHat Afg,hanpur. neaT Ddlll , m 725AH BUI Bah3.dur reached Delhi as a captI ve 

Ghl~asuddlll Tughl3q \\:lS succeeded b) hIS son Muhammad bill Tugh13q who pardoned Bahadur and senl 

him back to Sunargaon \\ 1111 abundant gifts· money. horscs and dephrults· 10 ru le thc tcrrilory jOllltly With 

Bahram on condLtlOIl Ihat he should send hIS son to Delhi as hostage Bahadur was also all owed to strike 

COlliS ond Ita \ i: the KJ.1II!huh recited jointly WIth Mohalllluad bin TughJaq L'II. 

Oahadur earned ou t all the tf.:-nns and condillons of the agn.xml,;nt exceptmg sendmg hIS son to DeihL A 

Jornt COUl bl.::1 rrng !Ill,; n ;'lnll.:S of B.1hadur and Mohammnd bill Tughlaq was found dated 72 KAH from 

Sunargaon 1111111 

111C same ~ear he ri:bc ll ~d again and struck coins from unargaon in his own name, but very soon Bahrrun 

Khan. jOlllt governor of Sunargaon. defeated and I<Jllcd Bahadur and sent Ius Oayed skin to Ddhi 

rn(·orpus. p 11 
illY . reli P(ln'o quOtcd from H,hil/ . P 2-1 . 
l iorl QU01cd from R,M" (Amblc IC'(1), b~ Mohar All in flMY IA . P 11 .5 . fn 2 . 
• 11/\/11 II quoh:d from UlhlfI. p J l7 . fnt 

~1 
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Three types of COlliS, Illll1l ed b) Bahadur of tJuee Slatus, h3\'1.: been discovered. VIZ (a) slruck dUring Ill s 

falhl.: r·s rel~1I a." a co·sharer of sovereign power (b) Joml issues with the name of Muhammad bill 

Tughlaq (e) SUll311 GIII~ asuddlll Bahadur as an Independeut ruler ofSunargaon 

Type (a) and (c) arc of slh,er and Type (b) IS of two metals. both sih er and gold, All three typl.:S arc of one 

l;'Inka del1011llnallon 10110\\ illS th l.: one to fci \\Clghl sI3ndard 

(a) Coin !ilruck during his fllther's lifetime 

Tvoc B I; S,l vc,; r Tanka 

n le obverse bears the name of Sultan Giyasuddin Bahadur with full regal titlcs, a.r-Sulrcin 11 '/ 

dzom Ghly(l~ II 'c/ Jlm)'c; \\0 'd-d;n abli 'I.muzaffar Hahddllr sbah,as~'u/(an b", lIS-Sul!an. In four hnes In a 

double squa re 

11le n:\'crsc has Ihe 1\31111.; of lhe Abbasid khahfa \\llh the prefix al-imllm and suffixt:d wilh amir 1/ " 

nI/I 'mlllin ThiS l e~end has bccn placed ill th ree lines in double square Within Ci rcle. Three dots above the 

first ///fll/ or al.'l1/am. I:> usuall~ found 011 the COIllS of Bahadur, Thc marginal legend bears the name of the 

mlilt and dah: 

II ma~ be IIOled here that durms Ius fathers reign he was stnking coins \"illl full regal tilk, as·sultan u' l 

a'z:am (nol :l.1·mu·:l.22.'\l11) and sometimes concurrently WlUl his faUlcr from the same mint. also mention ing 

Ihal ' he IS SUIt.Ul and son of a sultan ' . Therefore, recent historians have drawn the conclUSion that it \,as a 

peacefu l co·shawlg or po\\cr. and not otherwise. 1 e how cou ld It be poSSible to 3110w each Olhcr 10 smkc 

com froll1 the same mint If one IS occupying the place after dnving oul thc other as conceited by Some 

hl stonaml'f: 

Sometimes the deS igns of the coin vary with single square on the obverse on some coins WIUl annulets. 

But the re\l!r$c Il.'gcnd IS IIlvanabl) within double squares and there IS no change III UIC legend. 

Thc margl1lal legend partlcul.ul) the namc of the mint and dates are VCr) difficu lt to ascertain from the 

I1lcomplctc margllls Ho\\c\cr. from the available coins of Bahadur of ulis pcnod (that IS up to 722AH 

dUring hiS father's reign) Lakhnall tl ISSUes dated 710. 711. 712, 713, 714 and also 720, 721 have bIXn 

ascertamcd and thc mllll L.lkhnauti is sufixcd by hr Khi{!o an administrative un it like distnct (or region). 

On some COIllS of Bahadur "Shahr" .lJld "l;In{lrat" have bt.."Ct1 dcclphcrc..'d 191 bUI thc date IS nOI cenain. So. 

It IS ve~ difficul t 10 commcnt "helher Ihese coins were struck during Ius faUlc(s re l ~Vl Or' later. It IS 

1'1: l/IJ II. pp H(I·~ I 
1·"COdC·. pp j l· l5 COlli 110 15. 16 
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CUriOUS to notc thai concurn:nl Issues of his futiler of the dales mentioned above have also tK.-C1l found 

from L.'lkhnaU11 mini \\ Ilh the same epithet ' bl KIII!fO ' COI IlS of 8ahadur of Type 81 have been ISSUed 

from the mlllts h,-Khllll, /"<lkJIfIOllfi. f:/O(!rlIf LokJ1fI(lIIfi Or' Sb(lhrlQa~'bah ulkhnaUfl. Qa~'ibllh Ghl)'ii;UJ/Ir 

and SlI l1argc;l1\\ dated 710·7 1 .. t 720-122 (IAkhnaull). 717 (SlIn()rgallw) . 721 and 722AH (Qa;yboh 

('I)'( IS}Jllrj . 72 1 IS dated Safar Coins of Bahadur dated 12 1 may be regarded as tile last dale when he co­

sh:lred po\\cr \\Ith Ius fa lher At first sight il may SI..'C1ll that Bailadur did not Issue coins from 7lSAH to 

7 I 9AH as no cams of thosc dates have been found. But in practice, he probably ISSUed coms e"ery )'",'ar 

from 7 10 to 72JAI-i But the dates C':IIII\OI be ascertained due to p..1.rtial retention of lhe date all lhl! com 

marglll 

(b) J oint co ins 

The Jomt COIllS both III gold :lJ1d silver bearing the name of Delhi Sultan on tile obverse side and 

Oahadur's o\\n IKlmc on tltl.! reverse II has been dIscussed scperatcly m th is chaptc.L 

(c) Ind t.l'endent co ins of Bahlldur 

T'IX B2 Slh,rTa1\kOl 

The Jt:gc.:nds arc the same as T) pc B I (group (a» and dated 722. 723. 724 and nOAH. These mdcpcndcllI 

COlnl! of O:ahadur :an.; lound from the nllnts Khl{!CI /.okhllClllli (122. 123M-I ). SlmlJrglinw (72IJAH.) a.nd 

(jjp)'€i.I/J/Ir (730AH) The \\eights of the coins arc onc tola standard But Olle COUl has been n.:portcd by 

R;.1.Jgor as belo\\ thiS \\clght and aftcr the standard of 'Adli' llU coms of Muhammad bin Tughlaq wh ich IS 

I) OX gram AI~o:l billon com of Bahadur has becn mentioned in RajgorI9~. 

Thl.! last dah.:d cOin of Bahadur" s fathc.: r Firuz IS 722AH After the death of Flrul. hiS son Sluhabuddlll look 

over the Sullanal hut Bah.1.dur defeatcd hIm !lnd becamc the Sultan of Bengalm the same year as hiS COlliS 

of 722 ;uld 723 from KJlIU:l LakIUlauti tcstify. n'e use of month·s name III the coin of Qasb!lh Ghiyaspur 

IIl3~ indicate hiS lirs[ conquest of that place or some olher Important evcnt. So this may also be regarded 

;'IS:l commcmoratl\e eom It may be mentioned here that in the year 72 IAH he issued COIllS from Khitta 

Laktmautl l\lo. Shah:!r Lakhnautll" and Qasbah Ghiyaspurl91 It may be conjectured from the coins of 

Bahadur daled 721 from L..1.khnauti. both with the ep ithet of Khina and Shahar. and also from Qasbah 

GI~aspur d;lIed 722 that III 721 he went 10 Gluyaspur and probably 111 Safar 721AH OCCUPied II or 

magurmcd the 111.. ... ' II1l11t Bahadur cstabhslu.:d a new mill! there and the COlliS of l!1.khunull WIth the same 

, ... !llIth (one sl;o\l h) lo\\ cr Ihall iI Silver lanka. COlllogc. pp. 158-1 59. ,./\ 
R:ljgor. p. 17. COIl1I)pt IGO. 

1% SIIIJpl Shlllrmj! ('(JI pp. 110·1 11 . coi n no. 219 ,,-
Ibid. pp 112· 111 . COlli no. 2f16 

I~ Ibid. pp 1111·111 . COIll 110 2/1l1 . bUI tlus coin '$ date has been corrceled by Stapleton :IS 722JASB. 1922, P -l1(). 
~9 
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date \\ere Issued b~ IUIll ert r'lrcr It IS also to be assuml..'<i Ihrtt whi le hIs brother Shlhabuddln succeeding Ius 

f:l.Iher at L:lldulautt hI.! \\as al Ghlyaspur and by 722AH he successfu lly ovcrtlrrcw Shlhabuddlll and Issued 

corns from La\..hn:mtl d:lIl;d 722 and 723AH But he was stopped by Ghlyasuddin Tughlaq who e;ulle to 

sculc till: f!.llnClde of Bengal on the rnvitation of Shihnbuddm nnd Nn.siruddin, Bahadur's (wo brothers. 

In the bJ.Ule agamst Gh tyasllddin Tughlaq' s troops Bahadur was captured and 35 capt ive was sent to 

Dellli But he "as freed by Muhammad Tughlaq, the successor of Ghlyasuddin Tughlaq in Deihl and 

Bahadur was made Go\'cmor of Sunargaoll on certain conditions (discussed elsewhere) 

It IS c' ldent from the hlslol) books Ill') lImt Bahadur was rc-;'lppointed as the joint governor of Sunargaon 

In 725AH. But no COUlS poor to 728AH in the joint names of Bahadur and Muhammad bin Taughlaq has 

come to Irghl although he wns given lhe authority to do so. Nor arc there any coins in his name prior to 

Ihat dale A~ a )Oliit gO\ cOlOr \\lth Bnhram Khan he rc.ached SunargJ.on and assumed power 111 725AH:YII'. 

It IS CUrlOIlS that hl' \\alted fo r thf<.'C long ~l'ars to stnke corns It is also ' ery strange that aft!;r Issurngjolllt 

COIllS III 72XAH h~ procl;ullled indepcndl.:nce and struck corns in hiS own name the vcry saOle yea r, 

Whl'ther \\e did not find IllS coins or he did not issue coins at all prior to 72~AH IS not certain. 

' lsami and Ibn BalutJ. both ha\'e infomll.:d thl! event of Bahadur. hiS re"olt and his sad end But there IS 

some dlscr. ... "Pall~ 111 the twO reportS. Accordlllg to ' lsrunJ the news of Bahadur's rebellton and It'S 

suppn':SSlon b~ Bahram and the end of Bahadur rca.ched Sultan Taughlaq al the same time. But Ibn Batuta 

repons that first Muhammad Tughlaq received the nl..'ws of the rebellion and sent a contingent (under the 

command of Dulzlut Tatart) to help hiS brother Bahram and they both fought Ghiyasuddin Bahadur, killed 

him and sent hiS f1~ed skin to Deihl wuh Kishius. Discussing this 11\ detail Dr. Agha Mahdi Husain 

concluded that .... h:n: 1<: ;'l difference between the narr.lll\e of Ibn B:ulIla and that of ' l sal11l " , "Isal lil 

conSldcr!!d the n~cd SI- IIlS to be those of Ghj~ asuddrn Balladll r Bura and of Ktshlu Khanll>l .. Klshlu Khan 

rebelled In 7!~;\H EJ.rhcr Gurshasp 's rebell ion took place. which was quelled 1Il 721AH~M 

Klshlu Khan s re\olt look place rn 72~AH as assigned by Dr. A. M. Hussaln!!!I. Ln the same year Bahadu r 

also I'\:\olted as IllS COlliS as an Independent Sultan dated 72ISAH reveals. But Dr. Hussam has given the 

date of thiS rebel lion :;\s 130AHIt330·3 1 ~. The date of the suppression of these two rc"olts (Klshl u & 

Bahadur) arc not cl!nain but both happencd very close in time. l on-availability of Bahadur's corn beyond 

728 AH unit! the n.;ccn\ past confused the matter funher. Now we have Bahadur's last dated coin of 

130AH ~l\ It \\:lS Iss ll~d from Qasbah Giyaspur. and indicates that he: contll1u(:d to issue: his independent 

I'lli Adl Pan.". pp 12.1 · 12:". quoted $everal rererences i ll Ilus rega rd 
:." IIH Jr P K7 
:' .1 rll~dl/{/If 1)1111/'(1 Cn!culI,\ ( !'FH). pp 219-220 
:o .~ Ibid. p 2 1S 
:t.l Ibid, p 22n 
:til Ibid. P 22' 
Yo' ( 'hr/llll( h·\ . p 2111 . COlli 110 . 17U(pl. " 1. S). 
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COIilS upto 730AH :11 least l1l0Ugh no coin of 729AH has yet been found Therefore. on tIu; basis of tillS 

lIullllsnUlllC C\ Idellce 11 c.an be a.'isUllu.:d that hi s second Independent rule lasted for two years. from part of 

12K to part of 730AH Thl:Tcfore. on the basis of this numismatic evidence of 730AH It can be concluded 

tl1;l1 thl.! SlIpprl:S~ IOIl of B;lhadur Bura and Kishiu Khan took pluCI.: not befoTI.! 7)OAH 

Thus Bahadur SU\ lck coms wllh filII regal title dunng his father'S hfcum~ concurrently wl !h his father 

from 7JO 10 72IAH l1len 1115 IIld(:pcndenl coms \\crc issued from 722AH and conti nutxl until hc was 

captured by Ghl),l'suddm Tugh lnq ill 724. Only the dated coins of 722 and 723 have come to ligh!. He 

ISSUed JOlllt COIl1S III 72~AH according to tilt.: Jgrccl1lclI!. TI1C vcry same )'t:3r he issued independent COIllS 

of his 0\\11 and contlllucd to do so until nOAH. 
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C haplcr 3 

Coins of the Independent Sultans of Bengal 

From the lasl pan of the thard decade of the 14th century Bengal agam spil l off from Deihl and became :lll 

1I1dq>cndcnt sultanal This IIIdcpcndcnl status of the realm lasted fo r two ccnturles withou t any cxtcmal 

IIlterruptLon c\ en d, 113S!I!':S and a few pretenders ruled 111 Bengal du nng these twO hundred ),I;ars nlc~ 

::In! (I) Mubara~ Shalu (2 ) lI) as Shahi (3) Ba):t.:id Shalu (4) lI ouse of Rap Gcncsh (5) L~lIcr II)'as Shah. 

or Mahl11ud Shalu ( tl) HabshLs (Abyss mlans) and (7) HUS3m Shah. AmOI1& Ihese Mubamk Shall! and 

Barazld Shah. ndcrs \\crc each two In number. Uyas Shah., House of Gancsh. Habshis and Husain Shahls 

\\ere cach four III number :lIId Mahmud Slmhi (Later lI yas Shahi) ru lers were five III nu mbers. In all 25 

su ltans ruled III Bengal BesIdes these. there were ruso Ail Shru\ and Ghiyasuddin Nusrat, t\\l0 II\divldu~1 

Sultans arc then.: of thl; sa Id period. lncludmg these two the number of the mdepcndclIt sultans of Benga l 

Will reach 10 27 

Mub:lr:\k Shahi 138 - 153/1 331- 1352 

Muha.rnll1cd bill Tughlaq . Sullan of Delhi. on his accesSion to the throne III 725/1325 divided Beng:tl 111(0 

Ihn.:1: pans and each pan \\as pl:l(x:d und!.:r a govemor 0 \\C find M:lhk Pinder Khalj i entitled Qadar 

Khan III L:l\...hn:lIIll. ' l7.l.uddlll Yahl)";! entitled. A'zalll ul MuJk at Salgaon :tnd Gluyasuddm Bahadur Sh:lh 

son of F1T\Il~ HI Sonargaon For the better admllustrallon and prcvt.;I\IIOII of the fu turc rebellion 

I hsh::UllUddlll Abu Ra7, .. :i \\ as associated With Qadnr Khan as the Wazl[ and Sultans ha lf brother Tatar 

Khan entaHk-d Bahram Khan was made JOint ru ler with Bahadur In on:lrgaon Howtvcr. tlus 

arrangement di d not go smoothly for long. Bahadur rebelled :tg:tin in 72911321) but was kllh.:d and flayed 

Ho\\c\cr. Bahram Kh:!n bt.;c,:UTl t.; the sole governor of SOllargaon :lnd conllllued to rule as a go\-c rnor UIlIII 

IllS dealh In 1337 3S1 

ncr the death of Bahram his .~dahdar Fakhra seIzed the thronc of Sonargaol1 and declared Il1depcndcllct.;, 

stnlck com III hIS 0\\11 11:l I11C :lIld rule upto 75011349 His son Gazl Shah rul!.:d from 750 to 753AH. Whde 

he \\;),5 I.. llIed b\ II HIS and Sonargaon \\3S anncxl..'C.I for Ihe first IlillC to lilt.; Lakhnaut i Sultan:!t It was lIyas 

Shah \\ ho c!1l;tbll !\ IH.:d the Bengal Sultanat 1\1 a wldt.; r prespccuH: of all Bengal 

, HB. II , pp t)7. \)8 
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I. Fakhruddin M ubar ilk Shah 7J7 - 750/ 1337 - 1339 

F:1khruddul i\lub:ualo. .Uld Ius son Ikhtl)'aruddm Gazi Shah \\ere tht.: h\O suh:ms of l11ls d)n:lsl\ HI E::t5lcnl 

Bengal \\I!h thc c:lpl!;\1 m Son:lrgaon Fakhnlddm \\as Ih l.; lirst niler to lIlaugurate this 2UO·~cJr 

Illdcl)Cndcnt ",le of Bengal After the death of Bahram Khan . the Taughlaq governor in Sonargaon, his 

;l mlOur be,ln:r (\llalltlar) Fakhruddm Mubarak assullu:d thl.." power and dcclcarcd Uldependcnce III 

739/ 133S : The I:mcr ~llso Issued COlliS III his 0\\1\ na.me and assumed the iit Ie of as SlIlltin 11 '1 A 'z(ml 

Fnkhruddlll and 1115 son fI,:Lgned fo r a penod of si.-.:tt:cn )'1.:::11'5 and struck eoUlS from the onl~ nllnt of the 

C:l I)ltal ' Sonrlrg;\QIl FrI)"hn.lddin ·s gold :md siher CaUls arc of tanka weight standard follo\\l11& the tola 

\,clght No dellummatlonal CQms III slh'er or copper h:lve so fur becn dlscovcred of thc Mubarak Shahl 

ru lers Fakhruddm' 5 gold and sll\cr CQIIlS 3re known and onl y sllvcr COIllS of Ikhllyaruddlll arc found . Ont.: 

gold tanka :lnd :I deIlOtlllll:ltlon:l1 coin of a quartcr gold tanka of Fakhnlddin have bcell found Accordlllg 

10 their Icgl:nds the gold :1IId s!l\l:r coms of Fakhruddlll ma~ each be classified mto IwO types Thl:re IS 

:1150 a COllllllon kgclld. \,hlch IS shared b~ both 1111: slh cr COlliS ma.) be di vided into 4 types accordlllg 10 

their legend and dl!<; lgn 0111 t~ pes Gold - A. S,l\cr - B 

Gold Coins 

T"pc AI Gold I :mb 

11le obsenl,.· bears III a lIare thl! kgend. full regal name of thl! Sultan III Arabic III four hnes Sulfan /I I 

a';tfm J "Y,,,- ·/Id"f.btJJw 1111 II dm ahul muza.Uar Muh(If(lit Shlih U.'i .':,'ul.fiin, 'grc.lt Sult:l1l pndc of Ihl! 

\\orld and religion futhl!r of the \ ICIOt) Mub:trak Shah the Sultan 

11le TI!\ I:rsc bc.:.us til a squarc wilhm a ci rcle 111 thn.:c hnl!s )'ell/,;n '/I kilalijat Allah nd'ilru (lm"., ·1 

MII 'mm;" 'right hand of Ihe Khllaf'll of Allah helper of thc IC:ldcr of the bdic\crs' and the Illargmal Icgcnd 

out side the cucle h:I\Ulg the mmt name :lnd d:lte but only sanall ttH" ~(/f(l.\·in wu ~alw ' lmya".'~c:lr 

Thlrt~ !lInc and sc\en Il undred Ie 739AH portion IS re:.dablt.: rcst of the part cu! 01T the flan 1111S IS the 

uLlJ~ fulltanl-.:. gold com of Fakhruddm Mubar.tk so fa r "no\\11 and publlshl.:d l
, at present prescf\.t.:d III the 

Bangladesh Nationa l t\lusculll (Cat no 94) 

4004 65 

Yal l1~ a bill Ah m.ld bUI . Abdullah Slrhllldi. Tartkh , Muharahhn}lI . Eng TrallslmlOlI b~ K K 8<15U. Baroda. Onent:11 
luslL lue. 11}11 (hcnccfonh TIl), p.106. 

Corplb. p .11t 
, FII SI I)ubhshed 111 /111"" Smutl' Pmrika. Vol. 11 . Dhak1l ( 11)73). p 2 IT (in Bangia). b~ FIOI/. M:lhmcd: Then b) M 
R. Ta l'ilfdilr 111 S I i\ r ll L1111L (cd). {'uflural/nI/!rac:lwIf III South ASia. Deihl (1993 )(hcncefonh llll1ral I nlemcllon). 
p. 168 
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TVQ\; A2 : Ouo.rt"r lilllk:l gold 

'ni l! overse bears the kgcnd 3nd seems to be on a plain surface Fat/lr ud,tilmyiilwa 'd dtn In 1\\0 hnes bUI 

ad-din IS placed on the upper 1ml! afkr Fakhr and waw in thl.! second line before ad-d/lnyo It can bc rc"d 

as Fa/glrlUl din 111I '" «/11'1>,6 \\Ithout any alteration 

The rC:\'crsl! bears the legend with .., " square In three lines. with an :umulci ill the centre of l!ach Side, aM '/ 

mlltafjar MuM ,.uk .'iblih c,,' Std!(in. Weight IS 2.7 grams and size 13mm. No mint or datc, actually the 

com has no margm ~\t all Thc C01ll IS now preserved III the Kawalc Collcction in Indias (Catno.95) 

Silver Coins 

T\[)I; 81 Slhl!rTanka 

The obverse bears in a square within circle the full regnal name of the Sultan in Arabic as 

Stll{anll ', tt ';am Fals.br IId-dfmyli wa 'd tit'" ahfi '/ mu:;ttffar Mllhnrak .'ilfuh as-Sllittill. 

The rt\CT:Se bears In .1 sqml.rt within a cude the legend m Ar:t.bic yammll kJUlhjo/ Allah I/('.\·,rll omm '/ 

mil 'm/11111 There ar~ (racl.'$ of \\ ntmg on the margin. which is almost full ) Cut otf. Ln the com the SultM 

clauned himself as the 'nght hand of the Prophet (vlccgerant of Allah I c. Propbet)' and 'helper of the 

leader of the believers' llle execution of this type is very crude It shows some sort of affinil)' with the 

coins of Ihe pl!T'\ 10 US gO\ 1!00ors of lhl! regime of thc Tughlaqs particularly thc word . Allah '" of thl! reverse 

and of 5h:l I);;. \\ hlch I:' dlllllP~ Though these COinS bc:lf no date stili tillS Iypc m:l~ be considered as e:lrl~ 

ISSU\.'S of lhl! rClgn of Farukhuddlll (Cal no 96). 

T\'D~ 82 51hcr Tan.kj! 

Both the ob \crsc 3nd r,,"'else lJl a squ~uc within circle \\ltJI an 3IUlUiet :It lhe cc.:ntrc of each side The 

legend IS as III Type B 1_ <llso crude 111 cx .. ,:cution bUI tJI I! !l!ttenng is dlfferl!nl and comparatively bigger III 

flan, Onl), 1\\ 0 COlliS arc kno\\n one 111 5111110ng Cabincl1, where no dale or mllll is readable, Mother from 

mini 50nargaon IS III a pm-atc collecuon in Dhaka" , Both Types 81 and 8 2 arc rare and crude execution 

.lnd prob:lbl~ oflh l! c:\ rl~ Issue (Catno 97) . 

• Stan Goron ... The Gold COlliS of lhe Sultans of Bellgal ~. Ortell/al Nflmlsllwtic S()t'le(v /I/~II'.\'/e"<!r. {hcllccfonh 
(IN_~). Pari L 0 14 7. \llIIlCf 1996. p. 12 
.. Cf. Word . Wah of llic COlliS of Muhammad bill TughlllCtlll the Comoge. pi xx, COlli no 5OQA , pi x.'m . COlli 

no -'7IJA, 
- A W 80thalll and R Friel. Supplemel1t 10 (he Catalogue of Ihc Provlllc131 Cabinel of COlliS. Assam. (hcnccfonh 
, ... ·uppl Sh,llulIX ("ohm(' /) . Allahabad, IlIl\}. pI. I. c.oin No, 3, 
~ Mr \Ockhnr Collet:llon. DhaluL 

'" 
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Tvpc B3 Silwr Tanka 

The obverse has a squ:lrC \\Ilhm cIrcle \\ Ith an :mnulct ill the centre of each side The name Oflhl! Sult:Ul 

III Arabic IS thl! same as T)pe BI but the lettenng is b",1tcr inscribed The reverse bears the legend In a 

circle III Arabic as In the rcverse legend of the Type B I but the lettering IS different. Margmal circular 

h.:gcJ1d COntall\s !Jur/ba hUf(lli cJimlru fi f:/acjra( Jalii[ Sonarkiinw (S()norgo(Jn) sana}, ,raman wa ~·alll~in wa 

\oh(l' ml)'oh 'onus dinar (sliver com) wtlS struck In Hazrat Jab! Sonargaon in the year thirty-cighl and 

seven hundn.:d I e 73XAH (Cat no. (9) There is another com of the same type with a similar lllilrg,111 

except lhc \\ord I(lh(l' III pl<lec of saman dmed 73 7AH~ (Cal.llo 98). 

Type 64 Siher Tanka 

Both the obverse and rc\crsc legends are the same tIS above coins but the legends arc inscnbcd In a Circle 

Thc margillal h.:gend on Ihc reverse bears ¢mba hO!lhlS S,kko(u bl Ijatjral Jalol Soll(1rklinw IIlstcad of 

hazad dmaru , h(li/hlS "/klu/(Il I c.th)s sikka (coin) W:lS struck In Hadrat Jalal $onnrgaon and the date 

(Cal.no. IOO) 

Doth the ob\crsc al1d rc\crse designs are in a CIrcle and the legend is also same but the re\'crsc bears 

)'omTnll ·'I£.,afifm Illsicad of yominll !sEall/ar A lliih. MargIn IS as Type B4. (CaLHo. 10 I) 

It may be: noted here th;)t .l'CIh (I and 11.\'0 ' look SImilar III the absence of diaCritical dots. But 1rI the cOins of 

F:lkhruddlllil has b..:cn obsCT'\cd Iha IIsa'has bCC11 wnuen as t;-'wlthout .. fold and saba ' has been 

\\ nUcn as 't;." \\ Ith a fo ld In thi s light Thomas' re.:ldlllg of saba ' In ICB. I. and thc date as 737 IS most 

prob:lbl) corrcct" ]"1.\ '(1' as correctcd b) Blocrunan seems to be \\rong. In the collection of the Bangladesh 

NatIOnal Museum there IS a com of Fakhruddlll which shows a clear saba ' and after Ih:lt solo;>' /II 

\\hlch IS not so much ckar bUI ca.tUlot bt: read as arha'yin Therefore, the datc IS 737AH 3S all the 

clreumstnnClal C\ Idellee ShO'\'5. 

The reverse legend of the said coin is yam/nil lslJall'/al Allah. II will be shown that after 744AH the teml 

),ominll ~ali(m Allah was abandoned and replaced by yam;nll 'l llbilafal. This is an additional proof 111 

fa\'or of a 737 date 1111: deslgll of thlS COIn IS the same as the COUl of 738AH. 

Rl."CcntJ~ :l photograJ)h. pubhslll .. "CI in a Smgopur(' Cui" Allc:llUn C:llaJogue shows that the umt \\ord hJS 

lx:en \\ nUcn with a fold III Ihe middle though not vcry clc:lr but not cursive like I c. It IS a Saba · TIle 

maUl pica of Blochl11an WllS ·numerous coins luth3erto found do not give tht: intervening year (738),1\ . But 

.. Thc COilllS in the collection or Bl1ugJadesh National Museull1 (henceforth BNM). Acc no. 78' l1i3') ,. 
ICB. I. p.57. COin 11 0 11. pi l. no 7 

I I H. Blochma nn "Contributions 10 Ihe geography and History of Bengnl (Muhammadan Period)" (hcncefon.h 
Comnbulion). J.ISIJ. IN71 . P 252. 
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there arc at least t\\O coms of Type B I m the collection of Ba.ng ladesh al10nai Museum b~rUlg the clear 

dal~ 73 I'1At-I and there ;lre 1\\0 more III two other pnvate collections, one III Bangladesh and another III 

ludla dat!.:d B XA I-I If \\e aeci.:pt 737At-I as the correct readmg of the COIll in the BNM collection thcn 

Fakhnlddlll has 0 11 1\ a gold com and no Silver coms III 739 I-lis COlliS dated 740 and 741 At-I arc fen III 

number" . the conh:l11pOraT) political lil tuallon was pcrhnps responsible for thiS. First Fnkhruddlll 

proclalnl(,:d mdcpcndl..'llcc )1151 after the death of Bahram Khan and Issued coins in 131A1-1 (if we accepl 

the BNM readlllg as corrc<:tl ol
) probably al the end of the yc:tr Then he issued his second year com 111 73X, 

Before he probabl ~ ISSII(.:d the com Type B I which in design and calligmphic style arc a bit diffcrcnt from 

hiS usual coms and ha\.-e a close affil1lty WIth the prevIOUS Tughlaq issues of the region :\1 least In deS ign 

and outlook ThiS type (Type Bl) may be considered as Fakhruddin's carl anempt of asSUITling 

sovereIgnly as t.\preSsed by Bhauasali ls 

t-Io\\e\er. Q:)dl~ 1' Kh:1I1. tlu: Lakhnautl governor. along with othlo;rs1b marched against Fakhruddlll probably 

III nx rand th l,; i:lltlo;r had to nl,;C and remal1led 111 hldmg for some tuTle. Qader Khan stayed m SOllargnon 

Fakhruddll1 reapPc;lred 111 the scene and captuu:d the throne of Sonargaon and Qadcr khan '~ns killed In 

thiS process probabl) the year 739AH had lapsed , This may be the cause of nOIl-availnbi ll ty of hiS 5il\'l::r 

C0111S: the onl~ gold tanka dated 739Atl waS probably stnlck at the end of that year whell Fakllrudd1ll 

resuml.'(1 po\\cr for thc sccond tlOle. COIllS of 740 and 741 arc also scarcc, OUTIng this penod Fakhruddlll 

was bus~ consohdatHlg IllS pO"cr III 50nargaon and to holdlOg 011 to LakJmauu. From 742 to 750 COlliS of 

Fakhruddm arc a\3113ble m abundancc 5 11\\.'1 coms dated 737 and 73 ~ "ere called clmara 10 the marginal 

legend 

The margl11 of Ihc gold COul IS oft" the nan I'robab l) both the gold and sLI ver COIn s wcrl,; ofticl311y ca lled 

JJmu,,,. as also conflnm:d b~ Ibn Batura, who writes about ad-di"iiru 'J Ji!Jtjl Silver Dinar I.e one taka 

$Ihcr and one Dmer gold as ad dinaru m(naz lohab 17 or the coins dated 737 and 738 ma) have issued 

from such a dice ' ''Hch ongmall) W35 madc to stric,k gold cOms but Circulllstances did not penllll th:ll 

Later on the n3Llle of the 51" cr com was changed to .\',kka as scen /11 other sil "cr COUlS Or the COmS dated 

7)7 and 73~ At-I ma~ haH: Issucd from such a dice which origillally was made to strike gold coins but 

Clfcumstancl,;.$ did not pcn11Lt thrat 

I: Presenl II nler pcrson :l ll~ scell bol h Ihc COlliS lind hovc a photograph of thc privlllc COI1CC11011 of Dhaka. 
I) Only 2 coins dated 74llis known. SuppL IMe. il. p 42 No. 8, PI. II and Suppl. Shil10ng cablllci. p 118 - 119,datcd 
740. no,21J).daled 741 no Zn4 
I . Ir \~ C accepl the reading Of ICB. I. and SeA. em as correct 
I ' N:lhni KanIa Blllmas.'1h. ('Oln~ (lnJChrorlu/ogyo/lhe Early Jmlepcndem Su/torl,\' u/Bengal. Cambridge W. HefTer 
&. Sons 1922. (l11'm.l.'fj"th ('()m,~& Chronology). p 13 
, .. MuSlaufi-I-M:lIIwhio. HIsha111uddi 11 Abu R:WI. Malik of Satgaon. 'lllllddll1 Yahia. and son of the Amir of Kara 
Fln1l Khan JOllll.!d II It II Q:.dcr Khan in tillS C.\PCdlll01l 1;\/.'). P IO£. 
I HMB. lA. pp 1 ~ _1 1 1 (lIc lc\1 111 P 11 1. fT 
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Ilolh III th~ guld alld sil \cr COUlS F3khruddm cl::utl1 l.!d hUllscJf 0 .'; ,\'/Ilru1w l A';:mn L c grc:l1 Sul l:ln 

LLLr.hc;!lln,£ hL ' "upn.: tLK· .1u lllom~ LL~C\\l Se on the n.!\crse hI.! proclaulled hunsdf Y(lmi/1/1 Ki.Lttlifrll Allcfh 

L l' nglu h;lIld I hdl'l~ rt or Iho.: Kht lafa of Allah Ih:11 is the Prol'lwt . and helper of umirll'f 1/L11mllll;I, the 

comLllandcr IJf Ih ... • t:ulhful B~ annou tlcmg this he lIlcludcd IlL tnscif \\ lthm th l.! Muslim Ummah Alilhese 

IndLcate Ius abSClllltl: SO\t:rI:Lgnh 

The gold com s unte IS correctly read as 739AH Perhaps oftcr resumption of power by kil ims Qader 

KJwn hI,; smick tlus gold com In 73~AI-I. It could be even hiS coronation coin 

He did nol record 1115 f;nher 'S name On Ihe coms nl.!ilhcr did he usc the fonnula SlIf{cin hili A.' SII/!cin ns Ill' 

was nOt the son of a Suit311 'nlC l'l:vcrsc Sldl,;s of bOlh the gold and slher (:OIl\S bear the 111ll.:5 of ellh~ r 

WIII/lnll 'I ~/(/'i/CII or mmiilll Idwlijar Alliih I e fight hand (hl:lpcr) of the Khalif;'t of right h:lnd of the 

Kh:lhtalulbh (L e pruphetl n:spcctl\d ~ By anllouncll1g these he sho\\cd IllS so l id~lr Ll ) \\ Ith othcr 

I\1U:. llI11 ll and kgLILlllLtcd hLs usurpation of po\\\;r He also claLllls nii,y,rll oil/1m " m/i'mUlIfl L c helper of 

the comm:mder of the b.:l,c\crs All Ihese lIldlcate IllS absolute SO\CrCLgn The litle, yamlflll'! *~1Cllt/lll has 

bi,!cn COllll1luous l ~ ulled frOIll 744AH ol1\\ards " iLs ear Iy COUlS up to 744AH bc;\r onl) YUIIIIIIII 

JilJllfl"Llldftih (7-1-1AI'1) But both the titl~ ),ammu 1s!Jalijatlllllih and ymmtlll " ~t1aJOf ha\'c appeared 

Slmullal1l:ousl~ 111 Ihe COlliS of 7-14AH onl) No COUlS after 744AH have yam/nil khafljorlilliih 111erefore 

Ih:;H LS the ~I.!!lr ILl ",IHeh he ch:mgcd Ihe ritle /Qwlijal Allah for only khl/ii(i.u He m."ldl.: the capll:ll In 

SOl1argaon and uSl.!d a horonfic IlIle for II H tLrjrltf .Ialiil L •. for nil hiS corns bc:lr thLs prdj\. \\ ilh tht: mlllt 

namc II II1dIC~llc:- th l.: prcsl.!flce uf the Sultan. i.e Sonargaol1 \\~lS the capllal ~lI1d I1lll1t CII) as \\.:11 :....:; the 

r\.:'.S ldell<:\: of the SLL hall 

The most 1l00:tbh: COIlIl:mporar:- rcpon of this period IS the :lccount of Ibn B:lIU(:l who vIsited Bengal In 

HhAH Accordmg 10 Ibn Batuta FakhnLdwn conquered Chatgaon and sent I11S gelll:'r.11 MukhlLs to seize 

La.l..hna ul1 but th~ I"th:r could not succeed and \\as killed b~ AIL Mubarak Ute gl.! lleral of Qadl;!r Khan 

Probobl\ Karim 111 nght (0 :l.Ssum~ that Fakhnlddll1 did nOI makl,; Chatg,lon Ius alternate capLlnl at 311 On 

Ihe baSIS or 1 tiri~~I . /.Mllhllrok !)11rihl Mukhap:ldhyay assumed that Fakhmddm has conquered Lakhnauu 

and Mukhhs \\as the gmcmor there all thc fonncr 's bl;!half l As no coms arc found 111 the name of 

Fakhruddm Olher Ihan Ihe 1111111 Hadr:ll Jalal Sonargaon, Kanm IS also nghl 10 assuml;! Ihal Fnkhruddm 

could nOI conqul'f LaJ..11I1;mli but onl ~ sent hIS sbve MukJ1ILS to occu p~ Lt Had Mu khlis succe!.:dcd then 

Ihe COIllS beartng the: nnmc of FakhruddLII of L3ldtnnuri Itl lLlt would ha ... c been found Ibn Batul:l also 

mfo rnlS us Ihal gold COIl1S were in use in Sonargaon and he IUl1lsclf bought a sl:tvt girl in c.'\cha,llge of a 

• Corpm" p 1r. 
)" t ',,/II, IIml c hrf'/'/j"'~\ p - t (J 

t.,'lu\..h,l l).Ldh\ ,1\ 11m",:'{//' 1/l/ItI~ht'r /Ju.'hu [J(lc.h}wr .\\1 (It/h,,, ."iLlIICllulffr . Iml.l. ~lh cd .. Calcull;1: BII;Lnlll Boo\.. 
SI,I II I I}~S I hcm:crorth 11,,,1,,, /III( Mnrl p ~ 
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gold tanka!1 The quarter gold tanka of Fakhruddin also confimls the report of Ibn Batuta In fact gold 

COinS with denOllllllatlon werc not unfamiliar 11\ Bengal particularly 11\ Sonargaon It should be 

remembered here thaI Gluyasuddin Bahadu r st ruck gold tankas and dcnomlll:ltIonal gold tankas (j0 1l11 

COin. C.lI no ~O ) from Sonarg;\ol1 a decadecarhcr 

From the ~\edcncc of COlO It IS ccrt.:un that Farukhuddm ruled for fourtccn y\.:ars frorn 737 to 750AH I'ils 

Sll vcr cOins arc rcph!sentcd by each Hij ra year though h,s gold cams arl! few and arl! only of73"J1 133 l!: 

:1 ('""" (l /lll r 'J"~ >II" 'fI~1 I' 1 '(I. SlLhani .-I",u/. p 172 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



2. Ikht iyaruddi n G haz i Shah 750 - 753 / 1349 - 1352 

IkllltlYJ.r u'd dill C;h~l l Shah \\as thc SOli and Successor of Fakhr ud din Mub:u:J.k Sh:lh Ancr the dcath of 

takhnlddill. prob:J.bl) a lIonn~ 1 dcalh~!. m 750/ 134CJ Gh:n.1 Shah ascended th l,,; thronc of Sonargaon 0 

contempora~ historian nor all) ch rollicle cites his name He IS known on ly from his cams All thc coins 

bc."l.nng the namc of Ghazi Shah were Issued frolll Hadr3t jalal Sonargaon, like hi s fa ther. He struck camS 

from 750 - 757> In the latter yea r he \vas defeated and ki lled by Ilyas Shah, thc Sultan of Lakhnautl After 

the dl,,;a th of Gh:1lI Shah. lIyas for the first lune united the whole of Bengal into a single Ullit. the Su lt:.mat 

ofBangal:1h 1I ~~ts bl,,;gall to strikl.! coins from SOIlJ.rgaon from 753AH 

A slIIgic s ll ~cr COl li t~ pI,,; of Ghazi Shah has been dlsco ... ered which w:tS contilluousl) struck c, el) ycar 

from 75\1 on\\:1rds Tll0llgh the cOins of Ghazi Shah arc not abundam those d31cd 75U. 75 1.752 and 753 

ha\ c been IOllnd All th~ COlliS \\l,,;rC struck frol11 ' Hadarat 1a1<11 Sonargaon' , like his fu thcr"s coins All arc 

of om; tank;} denol1lll1atlon follo\\ IIlg thl,,; one-tala weight standard; no denominJ tionnl coin of Ghaz. Shah 

has been reported 

T\,pcBI Slht,;r Tanka 

111t: ob\crse bl.!nrs the 113me of the Sultan with thl! full title of as Sultan u " a '~am !/!llt/yo, sl'd "/lIIyu l1a '" 

thi, lIbii" mU;lIflbr (ijlii:i .'i!!flh W ' SIl/run bm as Sul!an. >the great Sultan Ikhtl)aruddin Ghazl ShJ.h who IS 

also son ofn Sultnn ' The legend IS eithe r In a Circle or 111 :1 lettered surface 

nl~ n;, crSI.; bc:t rs 111 ;1 Ci rcle 111 the centl.! r .wllm-n ,,'1 1Q101it(1/ f/ci.prll (lmin'I m/l ·mmin . . Right hand of the 

KJlahf:H and hdpcr of the leader of the believers '. a IllJ.rglilal legend \\'Ith the mill! nalll l! ' lfu~/r(ff .la/a/ 

Srml!rkfink·· a.mllhl.! d:uc It IS a COI)Y oflus father Sult:\n Fakruddm's COIll type (Cal no 103) 

The 3\:lIk'tbk ICllons of Shams-I-S. raJ Afif and Yah)a bill Ahmad Sirlundl give th t,; date of 741 \\hich 

'nloma~ flgl a l~ ddined as ' manlfest error"t., because COlliS of Fakhruddlll \\ Ilh cOntll1UOUS dah:s from 74 1 

to 75() haH! been dlsco\en.:d abundantly Again coins of Ikhtiyanlddin ha\·t! bl.;cn discovered from 750 -

753 \\. thout al1~ bre~k and frol11 753 lIyas Shah 's coins from Sonargaon ar t,; also found2' , Thereforl.!, It IS 

ob\ IOUS lha l II \\as not Fakhmddin but Ikhllyaruddin, SOli of the fonner, whom lIy:tS kllkd in 753 and 

both th~ au thors IlTOh;lbh Ollllnl.!d Ihl.; \\ ord Ibn, ' son of before the mimI.; of Fakhruddil12
\ Thomas 

reponed Ilm:~ COIil S or thiS lIltan fonn the Cooch Blh:l.f ho..'lrd and dl.:Scnbe onc-da ted 75 1:t1 but 

!! ( 'U/II (Inri (·hrullu /flKI . P 1 7 ., , 
/1 '111. P ~'J . I II 2 

; 1 Ibid. PI) {,() and (1; . Cj,rJlII,'. pp, ) S IIlId ·0. 
c' Ibid 
!'" lbld, P fill. also pi 110 L lig, ') 
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I3lochlllun corrected the J:l\e as 753n nle ASlallC SOCII::I) of Calcutta has one cOIn dated 7511 1350. which 

\\3S published In IMe. II. no. 21. BhallJ.sah e.'\amlllcd the coin and confirmed thc datc as 75 1 S,ippl 

Shlllong j.·moloJ!m: hJ.s one COin dated 150, wh ich was also examined and confimlcd by Bhattasali ~ ­

'!llere nrc h\ O COinS 1111\\0 pnv:lh: collccllons in Dhaka and both arc dated 152AH2Q. 

Thl!tl! IS no cluect IIldl Callon a ll Ihe coins that Ghazi Shah \\35 the son of Fakhnlddin, rather Ibn Batuta 

reports agalll st 11 Ibn B:l1ut3 s:ud that F:lkh ra had only one child (son) who was killl!d by the rebel Shald:l 

From the COnI II1Ull ~ of Ihl.' COIl1 Iype of Fakhruddm by Ghazl Shah and COntHlul1 of date and usc of the 

teml 'as Sultan bill as Su ltan ' , usc of the same epi thet 'yaminu l Khalifut' ill bOlh the coins of Fakhra :tnd 

Ghll21 Shah. scholars ha\c concl uded that Ghazl Shah \\as the son of Fakhruddm, "ho IIlhcnted Ihe 

SUI!;U1:H from IllS lalhel III 75UAH and contUlu~d to rule up to 753AH when he was attacked and killed by 

1 1~:lS Sh:th ThQIll3S 1I11II:ltcd tlus mterpretatlon. which has been acct.:pted b~ later scholars'" 

There IS a peculiar COlli of Ghazi Shah III a pflvate collection Ifl Dhaka dated 752 AH of Son:lrgaon mul{ 

dul> prc li 'l:ed \\ Ilh H:1dr:lI J:t1:!.1 but on the obve rse the name of the Sultan IS given as ' Fal;Jlmddl1l QIJ:izl 

Shah ' lIlstt.!ild of Iklill >anlddlO (Cat . no 10 ) Allthc olher fea tures like deSign, weight. SI2C, shape. and 

legends arc si milar to the coms of Ghazl SI4-Ul . Most probabl) thiS is an error coin of Ghazl Shah as Ihe 

dale reflects "(I);,IJ,. has bl.'Cn engraved mstead of I/WI/yar by rmsw.kc 

Olll~ (\\ 0 ndcrs: rq)fCSCn( th L: fa l1lil~ of Fakhruddin Muharak Shah. he and hiS son Ikhtiya ruddin Ghazi 

Shah The latll:r IS I-no\\ 11 through hiS coms on l ~ except a reference in 11le MalflU us Safar)1 recellll~ bl.'Cn 

lIl L:ntlOlled b~ ~cd Hasan Askan Fakhruddm 's famll) ruled for sixteen ~e:lfS from Sonargaon 3S lIKllr 

capital Fakhmddm ruled for th irteen ye:lfS frOIll 737 to 750 and Ghazl Shah ruled for three years from 

7511 to 753 , III \, hlch ~I;lr Ilyas Shah annexed the klOgdom of Son:ug30n F:lkhruddtn Issued both gold 

:lnd stl\ cr lIlciudlllg gold dl!l1om m:ltlonal coins . His son Ghazl Shah struck only Slh'cr tall kas Both the 

Sultans used 0111\ the mlilt H::tdrat Jal:11 Sonargaon 

:' The plalc /( '/1 I PI I fig I) sho\\ !hal I3 lochlllau 's rcadlllg is correCt 
:J ('(1111.\ (lml (,hr,mll/fI~y, p I X 

~ Dr Ishaq 1111:1111 al1d Mr Iftckh:l r Alam. 
", ('0//1.' 011,1 ('/l r'lI/o/UKI ', p I ':oJ 

II Prof S~cd Hasa n Al.kan records that "The sallie Malful. provides J , 'cI')' IIItcrcstlng plcce of II1fOrlllalion thai on 
!he 241h JUl1wda I AH 7(,Z . The WIfe of Sultan Ikhti)'aruddin the deceased, who had been among Ihe devOIccs of 
Ihe Sllllll of 8 I1mr", (JBRS, 196(" P 146.7.) Qauted by Mukhapadhyay in DU,\'ho /Jnchlr(Jr, P I I 
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AI:lUddin A li S hah 741- 744/ 1340- 1343 

All Mub:l t:l" I:lIt1.!r "IIO\\ /I :lS Abuddl1l All Shah W;\S the Ari:+/..<lsbktlr or p:lym:tSter of Q:ldar Kh:l.tl . the 

~o\'ernor of L:l"hnaull . under the Ddl1l Sultan Muhammad bm Tughlaq After the dC:\th and defc:!1 of 

Q3dar Khan at Son3rgaon b) Fakhruddm. Ali Mubarak. asumed power In Lakhllauti Wl lh the ti tle- of All 

Shah and declared mdepcndcncc This acCOunt IS based on the history of Tiirlk.!J-I-Mlibarak.'!1.loh?: and ali 

the modem hi storians acceptcd this VICW though there arc lots of anomalies In the acCOunts of carly alld 

modem luslon;1I1S about Ihls period" Ibn Hatuta mfonns us that there was a conunuous fighl bctw(..ocn the 

1\\0 SulUlns of Ihl.! 1\\0 1)~ms·Easl and West i e Fakhruddm and All Shah and one was po\\crful m \\::Uer 

and ;lnothcr m land respcct l\cl~ So Ihey used to anack each other III rall1~ fmd dry seasons rcspcctJ\cl~ 

Without an~ vIctory\! I 0 corns of All Shah arc found outside the Lakhnautl reg.lon. and all arc stnlck III 

(he m1l1( of Fml l;lb:ld I.e PandU3 It also IIIdIC:IlCS tJle shlflmg of the cnpll31 from Lakhnnull to Pandua b) 

All Shah". It wrlS A[I ' hah who fo r the first tlOlI.: Initiated the Illull by thc nallle of Finlzabad and the 

n3m!.! Laklm:mll [ utall~ c.\cluded from COlliS, 

Accordmg to Ttlri~.'~MlJhlirak.'ilJllhi Mukhapadhy!l} assumed that Fakhruddlll conquered Lakhnauu and 

appOinted there Mukhll s. IllS scrvant. \\ho was killed by All Shah Abu[ K:lrlfll lhmks th:lt Mukh[ is was 
~ 

SCIl[ to laJ..hnaull 10 couqller II 

Ali Shah 's C01l1S nrc found 11\ s ll vcr onh and of one tank:! denomination from the solI.! nmll of flruubad 

No dCnOIllUlJtlonai COIIl of A[I hah h:lS bt.:Cn repon ed ~Cl ::uld the weight of his cOIns IS onl" tola standard 

COIl1S or All hah an: scarce :md found onl~ III two ty pes All Shah 's cams arc dated 74211341 to 

7431\ 3·42 as con~ldcr\"'d b~ Bhattasa h Kanm also accepted tills vic\\ In Ius COrpllSl1 

T\pc 61 SII\crT:mka 

llll.! oblcrse bear:; the nam..: of the SU1t31l \\ Ith the: title: (1.\ ."illlurn fI ., a '~a", 'AM II ." dllll),(; wail din ahu ', 

/1/1I;a/far Ali .Vltlh HI "lI /lcjll in four lilies \lithin a square . 

• : f\f p 1117 
II Kan m. Mukh:lp:ldh\ ,I' \1ohn r All . Jadul1 nt h. Bhnt (a1ah li re I\mong the modern 11lSIOnans otlille other hand e;u lief 
:lnd nllll051 colltcmPQr:l 1) 11lstonulls like BadaUlI!. Sh:ulls·i·Sir:U Afif, Abul Fad,,1 LInd Gul:uu Hus:uu Sall11llwve 
mformed COI1Ir:ldlclorlh nbollilhe penod :l1Id n: ll11 iolls belween the IWO Suh:llls of lhe two pans orBcngal · East lind 
WeSII .c. L:lk hmlllil and SlIlInga rogn respectlvel)' 
u In ('11/1/.1' (Illd OlrfJllflflJ,l!,1. (Eng Tr ) p,1J7 
.\ /)u,.fllJ /JacMwr. p. 1(, 
,~ /)u.htl Badlllar p 1.J 
,. ('oms t\' ( '''rUlIO/oXI'. p I:'. Abdul K.;mlll . ('orpu,f uJ the. Mu.,/tm Cuin.l· of Bengal. D;lCC;1 ASlatc Societ) of 
Paklslan. 1 W.I I thcl lcdorlh (·'''PIII·). pp "0-41 
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'nlC rc\ ersc be;us Ih!.! legend slkmuJar liZ zamlm al maJdl,rus hI 'mciyallr R(I~mliin (Imiru /111/1 'mmin ,\lid 

l11argl11allcg!.!nd outSllh.: Ill1.: I,arch.:, 1m;,,' fi~/~a fll>~ :lI/.:k{llujIJ htl/ad Fsrllznhad mllah. Ie Ihls sI lver COlli 

\\as siruck III the CII\ or FlnlZo.1.bad 111 the.: )(::'IT (d:'ltc) (Cat.no 106), 

TWJ; H2 Slhe.:r T..!.!!b1 

The ob,crsc be:lrs the Millo..: of th~ ultan \~ Ith th e title m SII!fon ,, '! n' ~am and the regnal III Ie Alii ltd 

l ltlllyti WClU chil The.:n allother 1ll lc:un, Iskandar /Iz ;:amDn, and the Kunyah ah/i'J mllfoffar Ihcn the 'A /am, 

Ali ShCih (/\ S 1I!!t;" I c 'g.reat Sultan Alauddin who IS the Alc.xander of the age, father of the victOry, All 

Shall' 

The re\c·,St; bears the name tilt; last Abbasld Khahla 0/ MU.'JUl'~'lm Bllhi/J \\ Ith the prcfh of al Imlim 

suOixc.."<l b~ mlllr /I '/11111 'mlflln, with the marginal legend outside the clrelt; It may be noted here th:1\ th IS 

I}P\! IS !> l lghtl~ dll1i.: rt.~ l1t III deslgIl The obverse legend IS Inscnbed In :1 double square and the re\l;rse 

legend III a douule squar..: w/tlm\ ci rcle The margin particularly of the date portion IS nOI c1CJr :lS most of 

All Sil:lh' s com's marSIIlS :lfC Illeg.lble, eIther it IS dleglble or pani:llly rct:lined to serve onl) the confilSlon 

(('31 no 1(1'1) 

The- cams II1dlCal1.! Ih:1I All Sh~\h assumed hIgh soundmg {Jtles like Alexander of the Age, nOI only tll:lt, 

'dl stmguished b, the grace of tile cOlllpaSSIOn:1tc', and leader of the believers elC In ICB, I. the rcadmg of 

the n.-verse (com T~ pe B I) has been &!\'cn as no:;,ru amirt/' mumm;n and that has Ix:cn follo\\ed b) the 

OM C. 1MC'. and Corpus, but the photograph of the coins 11\ IMe3• and BMC)" do not bear the word 1/("'" 
before- (lmiro 'I II/ll 'mill/II Practlcall) after the \\ord lIr R(I~maJl of' bi moyat Ifr Hui;miin ' thert; IS no space 

to JIlscrt lIa~lr Spcc lJ lle.:ns III the BNM of Type 81 also III favour of this Vle\\ Therefore the reading of the 

legend should be corn.'Cfed as amirll" mil 'mmtn 'Instead ofm'i;(lrli am;rt '/ ml/mmi" 

TIllS legend of lile- CaUl rdlecis the COnlelnllOml) poillical SI!U:l I IOnS Ibn Batut::1 's ,\ccount m;l)' be rec;l lh:d 

h.:ro..: ag,:uII thai there h:l$ contmuOUS fight l>ct\\cen Ali Shah and Fakll11lddm Mubarak of Sonargaon and 

All assumed th..: thrallt; of Lakhnauu by KllIlIlg Mukhhs and protccted the Sulunal form the Son:lrgaon 

aggressIOn And If \\I.! arc to believe the 1ari~.'.Mllbarak .'ibiihi. that he dId not proclaim IIIdependcnee 

::11 firsl bUI \HOll':l letter 10 Ocllu Sultan.!(l for appomtmg a govcrnor fo r Bengal, it indicates the legitimac)' 

of IllS assumption of po\\cr On the other hand he was lhe am·,·/ashkor of Laklumtuti, a superior post 

than SlIohtlar of Sonargaon l1\ercfore. these ma) have reflected through thl.!se high sounding tilles of Ali 

Shah And If nOt dOlle Oll l of Illistake on the part of the engravers, accordmg to Ihe legend, hc assumed 

am;rul mil mmin Ikc:lllsc Fakhruddm, hiS ri val assumed tllC otle yominll ~(llljilwlliih , 'nght hand of the 

\ Icegcr!.!nl of Allah', Ihalls Propho..:t and also nostril om;rl" mll'mtnin , So Ali hah ma) have assumed 

\I< /,\/C'. P I ~O, (;OlilliO 22 , PI 1 
lY BMC P 1.1 COlli No I~ PI I 
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(llI/irlil mIl JIImi ll title 10 ShO\\ 'liS supenont) and Icglt lnmcy Not a s lIlglc II1scnptlOn of either of the (\\0 

has becn dl sco\crcd yl.!l. then:fon: other thaJl COin th\!re is no evidencc to conlinn Our proposItions. 

Thl: Te\CrSe of COl 11 T~pe 82 sho\\s the alleglillice to the last Khallfa of Baghdad though he had du.:d long 

ago It \\:IS Ih.: custom 10 CIII.! Ihe name of Abbasld Khallfa on the comS III India as well as BcngJ.J 

Prob::.bl~ ;.\11 Shah S COIil \\as the last In thiS tr:1dlllon. 0 COIll of Typc B2 b\!aring :1ny clear date has bcen 

discovered ~ct. so tllelT date and IllIilt is not known Most probably this t~pe was struck e::.rlier and 

probably from different mint than Firuzab:ld41
, TIlerc is the possibility of thei r being Issued frolll 

Lakhnautl bdore 1I'l: sluJ1rng ofthe capital to Fmlzabad, which was due to strntcgic consideTatlons.q. 

Air shah·s COins arc rcportL'<i to ha,!e been dawd 741'l, 742, 743, 7-14 745 <Uld 746'". But there arc 

:Inom:llics III d:lIcs of 7 .. 1. 744. 745 and 746 Bhattasalr corrccted thc dates of 742 read b> Thomas and he 

also l:ollcelcd Ih ... 1\\ 0 coms published III IM e BUI 1110111as ' cOIn of 742 sho\\' thJ.t th.: n.:adlll£ 74 2 IS 

correct \\ hlch Bhattas~tlr \\ants to r~<ld as 143 There IS no need ofcorrcctron as rrghtly observed by Karrm 

III the ('orplI,I "" I~nii IS \\rrtt l:n on the margm without the alt/of the bcginnilt£ and written as' l... 'instead of 

l: .. h (\\ithou( nuklas), Another com of IMe , ... hleh has been read as 744-'6 seems to be also 742 as the 

examinalion of Bhattasal l reveals, though Bhauasali was inclined to read it as 743, Therefore, the datt.:S 

742 and 743 ar.: confirm~ dates for All Shah4
) but the dat.: or lhe aSCenSIQII of Air Shah and the lasl ~car 

of hiS n.: lgJl IS nOI cert311l If \\c accepl the reading of the Kalna hard corn dated 741 3S correcl. then that 

Will be hiS d:l1e of firsl accessIOn Already \\c have seen that Qader Khan was ki lled in Sonarg.10n at the 

t:nd ('f 13') (dcscnbcd 111 connection of f'aknlddm in this chapter) and Ali shah may have waited for 

SOllletlmc for the rt:sl'()llse to Ius lcUl!T to Delhi . So 741 may fairly be set fo r Air Shah's procJ:llnallon of 

Sultan~'. belner:1l [he$r: 1\\0 dalr:s he \\fole the lclt.:r :md \\alled and defended the aggresSion of MukhllS , 

Fal..hnlddlll' " ¥l.'l1eral 

If the dale 74U of thl; corn of 11)'3s Shah from f' lnlzabd I11l1lt"? IS laken to be correct"" then it ~an be 

assumed that dunng thiS hegemon} after Qad.1r IOlan·s death wh ile Ali was awaiting Delhi's response, 

1I ~ :ts perchance dl:cbred II1depcndencc and si ruck corns from Firuzabad mint III 740AH BUI Ali's prompt 

~ ' TM. P 101 
II 'n Suppl. IMe. olle 00111 ofT)pc 82 (pI. II. no. 21) has been IlinSUnted and the 1111111 namc IS glven:l5 fim,wbad. 
bllt the r~ldlng of Finll,abad IS 1101 cenain, 
. : ·ultani Ailloi. p. I \IX 
II JNSI. 1. p 17 
u ICB, 1. P 5~ 
1\ Corpus. P "'0 
,10, IMC. lt. P ,n corn 110 11 
1 It was BhallaS:lli. \Iho tllliited ,hc corn of At l Shah onl) to 7~2 IlItd 74) LatL'r seho'ars - Ka rrm. Shkhmo~ :1 111.1 

Mohllr All accepted the \le\1 of Bhallas.1li Sec Corns ;1I1d Chronology. pp_ 1,,·11 and 1\)-2" . 
I~ HB. II. P \)\) . gl\ Clllhc delle :IS IJ)I) CEI (1"O - 7" IAR) 

·1" Suppl IM C It , P "' ~ eOIl1 nO 12 
.. , ThiS dale has been n:Jcctcd b) the scholars like Bh:llln5:lli. K:lTIlil etc it h:1S beell discussed properl) under lI)'a:, 
Shah 
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aChon COIllI)clh.:d 111m to Ic;\\ c th t: L;lk]lIIJutl- FII1Iz..1b;ld rcglon fOr the tllllC being This action of 11) a. .. 

Illay ha\c hash:llcd All declaration of Indepcndencc In 741AH. We have al so a COIil of Ali Shah clc3rl~ 

d;ltcd 744M'1 (Cat nO I O~) ·nlcreforc. Ali Shah 's rClgn Illay be fixed from 141 - 744AH on the eVldcncc 

of his COIMgc !lut the question rClllams opcn aboul the dale 145. which IS gwell b) Thomas 111 ICa. I. alld 

746At-I lS sn CIl b~ S Ahmed of the K:llna hoard\1 agam one com cbted 14.5 has b( . .'cn Illus tT:l led 111 BMC 

But Bh:ltlashah rctccts the n,:admg ahogcthcr~l. BMC's lllustr;lt ioll of the COIll dmed 145 shows that the 

UI1II l1umber IS nOl clc:1T Karim also comlllented Ihat the Kalna hoard coin does not yield better result \\ 

Until \' e fi nd N'i . 7-l"AI-1 clear dated COIilS of All Shah \\1; mal lake the lasl year of his rCIl:V1 as 744AH 

'l1\ercforc Ail Shah ruled all the ,'estern part of Bcngal I.C, Flruz..1bad - Lakhnautl for at least 4 years and 

not for one yc.:3 r nnd 5O111 \: five-months$-! 

All lhc COlliS of All Shah Issu\:d from only the nllnt of FJnl7 .. abad so far his cll!arly wriuen coms sho\\ 

'I JNSI. l. p 17 (Wlth0l11 phologr,lph) 
<.! Corpus. p ,W . cited b\ Karlin " . Ibid P ~t ) K .. rllIl discussed the problem elaborately but want or phatogrnph or cb cr d~l1ed cOin could nOI rC:-lch to 
;my concluSion 
' I RJ Y;1l gi\ cs ror AIL sh,lh olle }car alld live monlhs qllolcd 11\ Dusha B;lChhM, pp 15 - 16. 
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lIyas Shah; 74~ - 815/1343 - 1412 

Ilyas Shah man from SlglSI:lrl III Ir:m :lnd fos l er brother of Ali Shah succccdl.:d III cstablislllllg his OWI1 rule 

fast IJ1 northcm (kllgal and gradual1> the whole of Bengal. the wcSt, cast and south, came under hiS SW3} 

as \\ell as SOIllt.! of the neighboring areas for the first lime" . He faced succcssflly and avartcd th i,,: banlc 

\\ .lh Deihl Sultan, Fmlz Shah Tughlaq-', Four rulers OftJ\l5 dynasty ruloo In Bengal, succl.!SSlvcl) \\l1h the 

capital III FlnLzabad lGaur) . for about sc\-cnty-livc )cars. TIlls dynast)' is known aftcr till': name of Its 

founder. 11) :\5 Shah Othcr rulers of this fam ily arc Ius SOil, grandson and gn.:at-grandson. SJk3ndar Shah. 

Ghl) asuddin A'Z:Ull Shah and Saifuddin Hamzah Shah respectively All of them struck coins both 111 gold 

and silver from \3nous rmllts of Bengal except Hamzah. whose Silver coins only arc kno\\n . 0 coms III 

copper or other Tll et~ls h:l\'I:: bt.'\.."!l found yet 

I. Shams uddin lIyas hah 744 - 758/ (343 - 1356 

By killing Alauddin All Shah Malik Ilyas Hajl ascended the Ihront: of LakhnaulL and assumed the title of 

Sult:UI Shamsudlll Il~:b Shah" Accordmg to modem histonans Il)as ' reign b..:g.'lIl in 743AH ~~ But dUI! to 

the clear dated COIll of 744 of All hah and the corrected readmg of 1\)3S ' com of 743AH as 74~AH b) 

Rhattasalt~? Il~as' proclam3tJOn of Sultan may be fixed as carl} as 744AH, If nol later All tilt: history 

books infonll us that II) as asccndcd the thron.: by killing Ali Shah, 

lIyas SlnlC!.. COlli:; III both gold and 5lh..::r havl llg saml; dl.:nollun<nional COIilS also III both lhe metals 

follo\\mg Ihl.' /II lt l \\clsht SI:t ndard No com m copper or other mCI:l1 ol her (h:ln the onc mcntlont.-d abo"c 

has ~CI bcen lound 

Ilyas Shah's gold COUIS rna) bc classified mlO thrt:c t) pcs. a.mong these onc IS gold doubl!': t:lnka. a full 

t:lIIka (1\\0 LIInulIlbcr) :'Iud :lllothcr one IS a half tanka gold 

.\ Sullalll Alllo!. PP 17'i-7(,. HB. II. pp.1ll3-105 
·r. Ibid. pp \U(,-tU\) 
" TM P IU(, DII~ho B.h.;hh;u. p 20. COlliS :lnd Chrollolog.\ . P 21 
., HB. II. P X'J . Dllsho l3achhar. p 21. CaUlS and Chronology. p. 21. HMB. AI. P 1'2. Corpus. p ,.n. Sul lanl 
Amol . p I IJ){ 
.... COIIlS ,md Chr o llo'og~ . p H . 
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Go lc! Ta nka 

Type AI Gold D9Ubl~T!!. I1ka 

The obverse in !!. CIrcle bC!l.nng the name of the Sult:tn In Arabic with the title probably a ,I' SlIlton lll'ot.hI 

but Ihe last t\\O k ncr or 'iidll arc nOt present on the field, therefore II may be read as a,I' Sll/rf1ml'l gj]iiz,­

pUlllllg a dOl (nul":l!!.) on 'mn' of al ~d". Kunyah IS as usual oMi'J mlt~ofJlIr. he never used any other 

Kunyah In Ius COIIlS. so the obverse bears the full name of the Sultan o.~ Sul!emu 'f'iidll or (II gbtizi !ffiom:o 

u'd dunyii wa'd din obli 'f mll?affar lIyQ$ :jjl0h as SUI.Ic1i1 in four hnes, 'The JUSt or The champion Sull:lIl Su n 

of the world ilnd the religion father of the conqueror llyas Sh::lh as Sultan ' 

The re\erse III :l squ:lre wllhm a Circle .l'lkmuftlr II~\' .yiim Yllmf" /1'/ !Wi/tifal (mllru'J mU '11IIm-n. 'second 

Ah:xander fight hand of the Khdafal. conunandcer of the believers', TIle marglll bears ::I circu lar k:gend 

\\ Ilh date and llllllt \\ hlc h IS almost Illegible The weight IS 2 1.H grams and diameter IS 2~1llt11 TIllS gold 

C01l11 S prcscncd 1Il::l pmate collL'ctlon III Indlai!O (C::It no 110) 

I voe A2: Gold r:lnkn 

The ob\ersc SI.,:cms to be: in " lettered surface, Icgt,;nd as Typc A I III fout Iincs in ArabiC TIIC re\crse 

Icgend III a cltcle IS (he same as Type A I but margm is p:tnlally readab le /;irfiziihiid {s(IIwhl khamJ "'(1 

kham,orj" "''' "Ohll ' ml)'(/h. ' _. th ls COlli was struck III finlwbad III tlJI.; YI.;'lr 55 and 700 The /lame or the 

IllIllI IS Flnl l..'lb:ld and th~ dah.:: IS 755 AJ-It> 1 The CaUl is same ::IS lMC, II , com no 23a(,! (Cal no III ). 

The-re arc also tlm:e olher gold coins or lIyas Shah in tllC KaW::l11 collection m India, same as Type A2 

bearing the dates 752 and 7501156AH. The dale of the third IS illgLble (Cat. no. 111. 'remarks') , 

I\D' A3 Gold HalfT:l,,]..a 

The obvcrsl.! bcars III l ]>1:1In area in two lines a.\' ~1I1{(inll 'I gbiiZl, . the champLon ultan ', TIle reverse III ;l 

CIfCI\.! also ILl t\\ O 11Il~s Sh(I/n.1 lI 'd d/lnyli ",o'd dl;/ . The margm bears ,a.)' .\'Ikkalll f{" halod Flrltziibad 

~{/Yla" . kham\'11I 11'0 \'aha' mlyoh ' COUl was Istruckl in thl! city of Firuzabad in the ye~lr .. fiftY::lnd 

seven hUlLdfl.'d ' The Lllllt dL ~,v t IS Illegiblc6.1 

Alltht!Se gold COlliS an: struck follo\\, lIl& the tola weight standard we/WIt of th l,,! Type A I IS Just double the 

one lank" gold Type 1\2 WClghS IO.9grns and 23mm in diameter, The IMe, II , gold tanka (Type A2) 

weighs 10 74gm :lnd diameter 225mm, lliere are other three gold coins of the type A2 in the Kawali 

collecllol1 11\ huh .. . c.1ch \\l.!lghs 11 &1115 and 23mm in dlamcter. Typl! A3 the half lanka gold \\clghs 

.:; Sgms al1d the (haml.!ta IS 1711ltll (Cal 110 11 2) . 

,. J P Go\anka COll cCIlQII Calcull". lndl" 
6 1 Kawalc CollccIl0n. lndw , 0 S, No 147, "inler 1996. p, 12. 
6! IMC II , p, 15(). coi n 110 2'3. PI. I 
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Sih'cr Coi ll s 

Accordmg to the legend Ilyas" siher com$: may be classified into fi vt types, TIle), arc as follo\\$: 

JJ . .lLejll Slh!ir Tjl1lka 

The ob\t.:rsc bea rs the II;UI1I.! of the Sult;m with thc title as S/lI,anul gbazi and the reverse h;)s the cclltral 

legend as Slktmc!tlr /1\ ).(111/ yt.lm;nlll k)/Iliijm I/oytru amir ; '/ mu 'mmin, T IllS tyPI! is found III both the 

ob\erse3.nd reH:rsc III circles (CU no 113) 

~2 SII\cr Tank;l 

Tht: obverse bl.!a rs thl.! full 113me of the SulULIl of the title as Sul!anu '/ ghaz; as type B I and the reverse also 

like as T~pc 81's h':\l.!rSI.! onl) omittmg the word nii~"r a ller al Khllafat Both ob\\.:rse and reverse havc 

squares \\lthm ct rek:s and III the mJrgm of the reverse mil1t name {II Ealad F,rrmlhlid, Tht,; dates an; 747, 

750. 752 ~lI1d 757 (Cat no 114), 

T\pe 83, Slh.;r Tanka 

The ob\Cfse be:lrs Ihc Icgl.!Jld {II SII/fanll"/ 'iid,/ ,%o»l.\'I/d dunyO wa'd d,;, aMi '/ nlUlallar lIylb; 5ihdh a,,' 

SII/!iin In four hllc,s 

The rewrse bears Ihe IItle ",krmdar 14." Ylni yamimi 'I JilJlla{al amlrll '/ mu 'mmin The marglO around zllrlha 

h('/;.,h" .\,kkot/l I" Jftl~Jraf Ja/iil SUllark.(;m .. ,mnah • In thiS type lenerings are marc graceful than thc 

T~p\.!.S B I and B2 and lhe \\ord o/'Odll IS in most cases complete (Cal no. I 17) 

This Iype IS obsl.!l'\cd the ob\crsc h.:g.;nd III a double square. withlll eirc.le. allnulcls at thc IllIddle of Ihe 

four Sldl!S The r.;,erse IS III a circle and In the margin name oflhe 11\111( and datI.! (CJIIlO , I I ~) 11us I>pe IS 

siruck from Sonargaon and as previously 111 the 00111 of lI yas the epithet f/a,Jr('ll JaMI was used before the 

word SOl1argaol1 It Illa) be noted here that nd~<tr before am;rtt" mll'mm,,, has been orlllltcd III these COUlS, 

The d:lIes arc 753 - 75~AH 

J:lm: B.a Iher HalfTjlnk" 

The ob,.;rse be:trs the kgend III three hnes 0, Sill/ali al x.baz; Sham.v It'd dIU/YO Ku'd din III alene-red 

surface 

The rc\crsc bears the.: rest of lhe legend a/ mlqaffar lI)'a,~' S}!iih a,~ Sullanl III thre.:c lines \\ Ithll1 a Circle.: 

11lc margll1allegelld around the welt: IS IIICglbk (Cat no,120), 

"I ONS. 0 1.17 P 12 
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T,p,-, 05 Slh~ r_Quancr T\lnkil 

Thc ob\ crsl! belrs onl~ 811(1/1/\ uel (Jul1yii '>1'(1 ddlll ltI l\\ o lmes Secms 10 be: III a plam area 

The revc~c be:l l ~ the rest of lhc Icgend ahi; 'I mllza.Dar Ilyiis Shiih 10 t\\O hnes In a circll.: (Cat. 110 121) 

lI~as ' coms ha\c bl."Cn found IIllhrl."C dcnomin3llons. each 11\ gold and 5il \,l,;f Gold COIllS arc of 1\\0 tanka. 

one tanka ;U1d quaflcr lanka And silver COUlS lfe of one lank.:!.. half tanka and (ILmrter UUlk:t 

Thcre was a comro\'crs} among the historians and numismatists about the reign of lIyas Sh:th, pat1lcula rl) 

the dale of his acceSSion to the throne of Lakhnauu - Firuzabad, We knO\\ that by killing AlauddiJl AIL 

Shah Ily:tS ascended the Ihrone{.l Again th l.: end date of Ati Shah is controvt:rSI3I. 'nlough num ismatists 

liked Bh:ttt:lsah :lnd Karlin lru.:d 10 seulc thIs problem b~ Infonnatton froll1 the COUlS of All Shah and lIyas 

Shlh. and 7·B AH \\a~ . 1111 recent limeS. the :.lcecpted ehronolog) for the period 111C ch rono log~ was 

p f1l1\ .. ril ~ set b\ Bhall~ah and fo llowed b) the subsequent historians6
' \\ ith slide alterauons duc to 111 ... ",\ 

mromlatlon gleaned b~ the dlsco\'ery of new C01l1S. 

Bhan3.S:lh fhed the death of Ah Shah 111 743AH and tllc same yea r lIyas ascended the tllfone lI) a5' COIilS 

of Flruzabad 11\1111 dated 744 h:lS bccn found Ali Shah also used the same mlllt fo r Ius COlliS 1111;l\:fo rc. 

apparenll~ thcn~ IS no cOl1troversy or confUSIOn. But due 10 the discovery of a clead) dated COm of All 

Shah of744AH II IS apparcl1l that both Ali Shah and Ityas ruled during 744AH 

Ti,e margll1al le,t of the COlliS of the Suhan ' S of Bengal IS VCI) problemati C Partlcularl) the flans orthe 

cOin» or II ~ as Slwl1 nrl' ~o nar ro\\ and sometlnles off the Onn. or thc marginal legcnd cspcc l ~lll > the dah; IS 

\\ rl llCI1 so crudel\ :lIIcl III !,ueh :l small ~pacc SO II1tncatcl) Ihat It crcates confuSLon KceplIlg In Ill illd Ihl s 

I)artlcular lumla!lon \\C should consider on l ~ the clear l ~ dated COIilS of an~ concluslvc resu lt For thcse 

reasons Oll l: of lIyas Shl h's C01l\ \\ Iueh hlS been rcad b) ShamsuddUl Ahmed as dated 740, cannOt be 

acceptcd :lIld \\e ha\ c to :lgfl.'C \\ Jlh Bhatlasata who has accepted the com as llyas Shah 's but could not 

agree \\!th the date of 740AH'" 

All Shah 's deaf d:ltcd COIl1 of 744 from Flruzabad mmt proves that III 7.J4AH AI! Shah \\as a ll vc and 

swkll1g COIl1S from Fl ruzabad We also h'.iVe coins of llya5 Shah dmed 744AH (Cat no 11 3) from the S:l.Iue 

Illint 11,Crclofl,; We 11 1a~ fi x the last date of Ali Shah as wcll as ascension of lIyas Shah as 744AH But 

there IS a COin of II~as Shah d:'IIed 743 III Ihe Shillong Cabmet which on the authont) of Stapleton. 

Bhattasab corrected from 743 to 74~ . But agam Karim raised the question after examining the photograph 

of the COIil b~ S:I~ Ill,!; ' I am 1I1lnble to read the umt as ' saman ' and 1 do nOl find any rcason why Ihe 

,..I TM P IlI7 
, ('OIilS and Chrol1olog\ p 21.Corpus P -'2 . Su ltan! Amol. p 177 . 
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readUl~ of 7 .. 13 .. hould lh: corrected!.>}' Thanks to K:lrIm th:u In: had pubJJshed the: photograph of the COli) 

III hi s COlPlIS" St:lph.;t 11 and Bh:lttasa ll both arc COrrect III IdCl1tlf)'lIlg th l,: samail (clght) as the IIllLt \\illlch 

h:tS been "'rHlen vcr:- 1Illncalely, 743AH as the stanlllg dale of lIyas' rcign as has been accc.: plt.:d by Karim 

lIlay be due to thl' IIlscnpuon of 1 1 ~'3s Shah from Iknl)apukur dated 2nd Shaban, )car 743AH 

11le quesllon of the COUl of lIyas Shah dated 740At-I of Firuzabad mlllt rcmallls unsolved 1l10Ugh 

Bh:masa ll once cOrfl.:cted this rcad lllg of TIIOlllas and Botham & Friel as 75AHtiO But after this III suppl 

IMe, Shamsudd lll Ahmed re:ld a com, d:ltcd 740AH1O bllt there was no photograph or rcfl!rencc to 

Bhnnnsah HI! \\as ,man: of the corrected rcadmg of Bhalla.sa li as S. NlIncd mentioned and COII\JllCnlCd 

about Bh rlnasak~ boo" "Coms lind Choronology" III the Im:frtcc therc IS no rctcn:ncc 10 rcadlllS of 

7 .. WAI-I 01 Its correC(1011 b~ Bh.maStlIl ' 

A B M Sh:lIllsuddlil tfled 10 l.."Stabltsh Ihat Jl yas Shah at IIrsl look ovcr .tl Salgaon and was lo~'al to Sult:1J1 

Muhammad bill Tughklq fo r SOlllc tllllC but SOOl\ declared independence When he decl::m!d himscl f III 

Satgaon he marched :lgalllsi All Mubarak III 74011339 was \ ICtOrious and sImek coms from Fml z.'1bad III 

740AH. Hc also refc.:rn:d 10 lllC hostll1l1es between HaJI lIyas and All Mubar:lk. as the ' trlpartlte struggle 

~'1\\een the three IIldellc.:ndcnt ruler of Sonargaon, Salgaon and Ln.khnautl ' after the dealh of B:thar.:un 

Khan, the unpenal go\cmor of Sonargaon 12 

But Ibn BJlUl:t onl~ has mentlonoo the bipartite Slmggle between Frtkhnlddin and All Mub;'irak, no source 

elh:d :'II\~ tnp:lrllle struggle If \\e accept S Ahmed 's re.ldms of 740 (Suppl IMe Com no 22) as correct 

(I e 740) slipported b\ A B 1\<1 Shamsuddm7J
• (F.n 54 ) thJ:1l II may be asslI ml..'CI thai 11 ):1s Sh:lh had 

captured 1>O\\\;r III or :lIolllld Flruzabad for SOlllell!llC 11\ 740 and Sll1.Jck COlliS III IllS own namc Probabl~ 

thiS 3ct of 1 1~ as hasll! lIcd All hah's dl..'Clarnt lon oflndcpendenccu 

The reign of lI~ as sta.rted from 744 AH rtnd contlllued to 75~AH lilllus dca.lll DUring tillS penod he struck 

COlliS of \ anous t~ peS from four nllnts - Flruz.abad. Sonargaon, Shahr· l·naw and Satgaon 

He USI..-d as h,s tltk: bolh 'as Sult:inul Q...hazJ ' and '35 Sull:inul Adil' on the obverse. He chose the title :ts 

Su1tanul Ghazi (the \ IClonous Sultan) as he had captured power from Ali hah. a clear victory bcsidt!S 

"" Coins and ChrolloIOl;!' P 21 
" Corpus, p ·n 
.". Ibid, pi II, com 110 ~ 
" Coms ,lI1d ChorOtlolog,\ pp 1.3 - 1~ 
' n Suppl IMC. II. P ~ 1. COlli 110 22 
·1 Ibid. prc1hcC', p 11\ 
: A B M Shamsuddll1 ullpubilshed Thesis, pp.48-49. 
\ A B M Slw msuddlll, p ' I , unpublished thesis, . , 

All Shah' s !irS1 dale IS'~ I 
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conquenng m:ln~ a places includmg Nep:lln And bailie wLlh FLruZ Shah Tughlnq mny also be meanl nlUS 
, -

IUSILf' ILlS hLs tIIlc of Ghl !..L Bul one thmg should be c;t rcfull) obser.ed Ihal \\ hat ills been read, as (II 'Add 

ill the COinS of I h [I :; Shah. II' 1Il0St cases Illay not tx: correct Pan.culnrly the last twO lellers or 3t least the 

I:tst leller of (II Add h~s been cuI of the nan and III the absence of diacfIIlca l dots there is no dIOc-n:ncc 

beh\ecn the \lords Am and Cho/n L e between al Adll and al Ghazi It SClCms reasonable th:u maS! of the 

'35 Suhanul Adl" or the CO ILlS of Ilras Shah should be ' ;lS ul~1nul Qb:iZL ' Only the COUlS of Lhe 

Sonnrgaon mill! ha\c d e;lr al Ad.1 Even III the BMC pI. II, com no. 17 and 22 which have been rl!ad as as 

.\'ul!clmd 'Ad" must be CUI reeled to as Sul/{inllf G.biizl . 11lere IS a famt hnc III the margins of COm 17 and 22 

whIch IS undoubtcdl~ a )'j!ott. 

The rc\ocrsc of the com b,,;3rs 111 the center the ti tle .\' ,kcm(/(lr us £6ni (second Ah:.xander), yomill "I khd6/t" 

(right hand of Ihe KJlllaF.at) and on some coms onl) am;,,, I mIl 'mil/in (commander of the bellc\oers) 011 

others 1/(/:\' /Y/I om,-,." 'J 11//1 inmin (helper of the commander of the believer' ) If Nf9' /r IS left oul thc meanmg 

changes to second AIc ... al1de~, hel per of the KllIlafat who IS commander of the bel ievers I.e III some COIl1S 

he procl:uLlled hlllls..:!f as comnlandl,; r of the belLevers \\h lle on others he IS only a helper of the 

commander of the lh:111.:\ers Al l thest.: titles Indicate h.s supreme authorlt) :l.nd so\ercignt) III comparison 

to thl! other ult:H1S par\lcularl~ of Delh. 

The mmts of F.ruzabad, Sonargaon, S:Hgaon, Shahr-j·Na\\ have bec:n used fo r strikmg IllS tOms and the 

dale range IS FLruzabad 744 - 758AH. Sonargaon 754 - 75~AH. SllIgaon 747. 7 I. 754, 757 & 758. 

Shahr+Na\\ . 74n. 74X - 750 & 754" FlnlzabJ.d is designated as al Ba/ad. the cit)' or f:/otjmll-in"iziihlid 

It.: Fmlzab:ad Ihe capiioll or reSidence of the Sultan Sonargaoll was qUolhfied III lIya,s ' COul as Ijaslml 

.Iallil Sflnllrgolln, 1'0110\\ mg c.l.rhcr precedencc of the prevIous reglnle of Fakhruddm and GhazJ Shah 

Hadrat Jalal means glonous or the royal residence, Usc of Lholt epithet indlCJtcs tholt though the Sultan \\as 

not reSldlllS III Son.:trg:ton st.lllhe place \\as "cry unponant as the c:tpilul of the provlI1cc and was the scat 

and I"CsldeL1(:e of the gOl COlOr 

Ilyas Shah conquercd Lllan~ lands and due to Ius successful march.:. .. the tr~\s u l)' was full of wealth. He 

hlS rhe credit of lIll1tmg all of Bens:\! eaSt, west and south. People \\ere happ) and pros~rous as the gold 

and sll\er dt.:noIllLll<lIIOLl CO LllS C<lLlle Into cIrcu lation. The various dated COlliS III gold mdlca.te (hat these 

\\er\,C Uleorporated 11\10 lh..: regular currency syslcm and \\en:: not tokens or nu:dallions for 

conmll::moratIOtlS The o\..:rall look panicularly the culligr.tphy of the COlliS of lIyas Shah arc not as 

ph: .. lSmg as the cams :md call igf:lphy of Fakruddin and hiS son Gha.z. Shah. 11l1S c..'Ul probabl~ be 

c.xplalllcd b) hiS pre occupation D Uring the kiter part of his reign some beaullful bigger flan COlliS With 

the !Lt lc a.c; Sultanul Ghazi wilh graceful Naskh jnscnpl10ns \\ crc issued . Probably due (0 the I)re 

• For the COI1 l[UCSI sec Stl lI,IIIL >\11101. pp, I77· 178: Dusho Baehhar, pp 21· 24 . 
• , BMC, pp 15- 16, PI II 
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OCCup:tllon \\ 1111 consohd:llion. conquest and fan.:. of aggression by Imperial forces of Deihl he could nOI 

PJ~ much JHel1110 11 to Ihe org~u\I z.lllon of lIumlSIIl:tt lC act" 11) In (he earlier pJrt of his reign l ie reigned 

flncell ~ ea~ tr om 7.14 10 75~A I t 
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2. Sikandar hah 758 - 79 11 ?111J56 - 13881?1 

After the death or Ihas Shah III 751$ Ills Son and successor Sikandar Shah ascended the throne According 

to Bhanasah 1l)'ilS died at the end of the )1:.lr 758 Some coms of Sik.llldar Shah dated 75g h:l\'t been 

found. on the basIs of \\ hlch and ;1 lso from historical analYSIS Bhanasali confirms the date of the dC:l.Ih of 

llyons Shah and also thlo: asccnSlon of Sikanda.r in 758 1'11. We know from history tha.( :lt the end of the ~ca r 

76U FINZ Shah. Sultan of Deihl mt:tekcd Sikandar and seized the Inlier III Ekdala. first for about SIX 

months In 760 and 761 ", A truce was made between the 1\\0 Sultans and Delhi forces withdn,.'\\ from 

Bcngal. Sikandar mlcd 111 Bengal for thirty-three years.o. None of the Bengal Sultans reigned for such a 

long pertod HIS COIilS afC found from 758 to 792. Sikandar Shah smick COlilS in both gold and si lver; all 

arc of thc 101:1 \\clgh t sl:lndc-rd Some fractional coins of the Sultan have been found but they arc all III 

Sd \CT 

Gold Coins 

According to the kgend Sl~andar Shah's gold coms arc of three types and only six gold coms arc known 

T'D' A I; Gold Tonk" 

nle obverse bears tht.: legend III a circle: the legend is 111 four lines in Arabic Sbiih S!lronclar Ibn lIya,l' 

S.hah as Sulfan. 'Shah Slkandar son of lJ~as Shah the Sultilll'. 

The m:ugmal h:gclId III a small circle on four sides conlalll with the names of tilt: first four Khaltfahs on III 

each Circle anll-cloclmlsc and between each two clrcics these legends arc inscnbt.'(l :tgain 3I1Uclock\\ ISC 01 

"ci~/q. hllloyy"1 tlJ' Utl~lmflll :lIld "hJj'! mll,ci/lld 11131 IS the Circular legend IS (1/ wil.l'lq halaY),id or Rabm~n 

(lM'1 nIl'//'lud Intl:15pcr:::cd \\ Ith Ihe names of the four Khahfas. on lOP clTc le Abu Bnkr Thcrcforc the full 

It:gend IS 'the confidcnt b, the suppor't of the MerC iful father of the warnor Shah Sikandar son of lIyas 

Shah the Sultan'. I c the full legend should be. read from the margin conjollllng with the legeud Ul the 

clrde 

The revers!'! li.:gcnd IS 111 a l1lultlfoll (oclofoil) III Ar:tbic lIil~'lru amln' I m,,'mmTn ghallIU'/ Islam 'Ko'l 

muslim/II. 'hdpl.:r of lite leader of the faithful help of Islam and the Mushms'. The Margillal legend is 

II1complelc. 91mho he'll,,:,' ,\'Ikko/ll fi haldoll Fmiztibild srzlloh .. , This co," was struck 11\ the Cit)' of 

Flruzabab. ~car .. ," The datI! IS off the f~ln . (Cat. no. 122) 

~ CII/fI' mill (·h",.wlol"j.!l _ P .lU 
·" Ibld P .1(, 
... ' Dusho Rad,har p.l.l . I1tlllJ!lar IlIh(l.\·. I) 221} 

• 
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Ttu s COIll 'S phologr:ll)h IS purhshed b} RaJ&oru weight and mC3surement wCI'e 1I0t record and no funher 

reference £,1\ en 

Gold T:tllkn 

The obverse legend IS III a Circle havlllg four lines of Arabcl lext 01 WGJ'/ql hmardl'r Rabman ahii '/ mlljuhld , 
Sikandar SiJah Ihll 11)'6 ... Shlih as Sultan The M;uginaJ arrangement IS the srune as the above Type A I 

with the four Khahfa's names in small Circles. But the rest of the legend is (If Imamu'l (I~am 111(1 '/ !hal/jm 

11'/ mu 'lIj?om 'the supreme leader and the great Khalifa'. 

l1le reverse bears the legend in Arab ic III an cightfol1 cd circle 

The legelld IS the s::lIlle as Ihe rc\crse of T>pc A I but \"'lIh the addition of )'(I111/'nll k}Jafijal Allcih at the 

bcguUlll1g and killlllultl fslJilcifillllhu at the end. Meamng of the fi rst part IS 'nght hand of the Khahfa of 

Allah' and ml; last port ion's mcruling is 'his Khilafut may be perpetuated' Margi n- obliterated , Thl! weight 

of the COLlI IS 1 5~ grains and diameter 0.75 Inches. 'nus com is mentioned in the Corpus correspondmg to 

type EO:. nlOmaS :.Iso melliions 1(-) There IS another caUl of this type in a private collection Ul India"" 

TIle mmln:l.ITIe IS III the Illarglll 01 BtI/clllfltl mlt'{I?f'lm MU'llz~llmabl1d, 'the great city Mu'a~?3lllnbad' bu t 

the datI,; is cui off the fl ail. the welghl IS not available and measurement IS 26 nun (Cal no 123) 

A 3. Gold Tanka 

Thl,; obverse bears thl! k:gclld I!\ :l clfele III five Jmes in ArabiC aI-Imam 01 a':om abfi'l ml4johld S,kimdc" 

~lih Ihnlly('/\ Sirlih til Sulfcin. 'nle supn:me leader father of the \\arnor S,k:lIldar Shah SOn of lIyas Shah 

Ihe Sultan' TIlI.:r .... IS 110 mo.rglll on the obverse 

The rc\'crse beo.rs thl,; legend o.lso III a ci rcle III four lines yam/nu Jt!aliftl/ AlIlih nO$Iru amin'J mltmmin 

MJ(dlat/a Afhilw kJI//alcllllh. 'Right hand of the Khilafa t of Allah helper of thl! leader of the believers may 

Allah perpctualC IllS KhL13f:1t! Margin; Mutilntcd, mint is not recorded» . 

Another COUl of [he samc I) pI,; is in:1 private collecuon in Lndia'6 (Cal. no. 124), Weight and mcasurc:il1el1l 

are not av:ulable A third COIll of thl! saml! as type B3 published III 1954 (Cat. 110. 126) and a founh coin of 

Typc A3 is reponed b~ Stan Garon in ONS which is 11\ the Kawale collection in Indla~J (C:1l. no. 127). llll! 

' 1 RltigOr p 21. 'r~ pc HI! 
~ : Corpus. p 51, 
~' I CB . I. p.n . COlli no l() 
~r Go\'enka Collcctlon. ( \ 11c1L11:l, IndIa 
~"'h ls COlli \I :'S rtl>Oncd LL1 JASB IHIS,). pp '12, n . pi IV, COul no 5. 
"', J P_ Go\'cnk:! Collect ion. CalcUl1:l. Indw 
~. 0 5. 110 ,-, 7 , 11 1111":1 1')%, P 12. 
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mm! name IS gl\ ~Il b~ Garon as Mu'azUlll\abad but dale 1$ not Ilreseni 011 the com The weight IS I I gr::lIli 

and di ameter 25 Illlll 

lllt:se w. COIllS of the three tYVes arc so far known. Among \vhleh Typc A2 and A3 correspond to Ihl! 

sl h ..:r types of BIl ~lIld OJ respectlvel) . But the T)'pe A I seemed to be a new type for the coins of Sikandar 

Shah 

Silver Tnuk:l 

Vanous types of Sll\ er lankas of Sikandar Shah have been found. They may be classified into nine types 

accordmg to thC lf It.;gclld. But mciudUlg the fractional COIl1S the types wi ll be of thirteen. II IS to be noted 

here that all the fractIonal COIllS are of si lver ::tJld not a single coin III copper or in any Other Illetal IS 

rcport ..:d 

'[vpe RI ' Slh er Thllka 

The: ob\l.;rse bcars thc It.;gelld In a circle In fou r li nl!S in Arabic m' SII/!clnl/'I mll'agam Sikanc/ar SlJah Ihn 

/lylh ~hah a ... SIII/(in. T he great Su ltan Sikandar Shah son of lIyas Shah the Sultan'. There IS no margin on 

the ob\ erse. and soml.: COIllS ht!\ c onl~ a Il.:nercd surface. 

The n:vcrsl,; bears the 1t.;~l,;l\d In a Circle III three Itncsyamlnll IWaliJaI Allah na~\' fru Am'-rt'l mll 'mlnin Same 

as the fC\t:rsl,; It.:gclld of Typl.: A3 but on l) uptO mu'mlLlin (omittmg Khallada Allah) . But the margm IS 

{ltmha h(lJIhH Slkk(l/1i hi /:IlI{lra/ .la/ii/ Sonlirgfrnwsanah .)·amlin wa khams/tl W( I saha' In/yah. 11m; coin 

" as stnlck 11\ HalF.lI Ja l:tl Sonargaon mlht: yc.v seven hundred fift) eight ' (Cat no 12K) ThiS typl.: IS also 

round dated 759'· 

Tvoc 82. Silver Tanka 

111~'. ot)\crsl.: bea rs tht: kgcnd 111 a circle III ArabIC al mlyo/lld fi .sablli'r Rahman Shah Sikondar ibn 11)<0,\ 

,Iibllh SIII!(TI1 T hl.! \\:lnor ILllh l.! path of the Merciful Shah Sikandar son of llyas Shah the Sultan' 

Thl,; I\:vl.!rsl.! Icgl.:nd also III a Circle samt: as the revers!.! of Type Bl But thl.! 'largin is <IImba h(/,gllu 's 

Ilk/.:alll Mulkl CiJlIhhllti" /lr('Anah Kiimrii :mnah (1.10' '11'(1 klwm.lifl wa slIh,,' nllyoh This coin was stmck 

In the count~ of nct: all::Ls 'ArS::Lh Kamru in the year seVen hundred and tift) mnc' Only t\\'o such coms 

arc kno\\ n so f;lr one III the IMC. o. 38 and another It1 the colleclJon of BNM, wh ich is unpubhs!lI.:dlf'll 

(Cat. no 12V). 

"" IMC. II . p 156 com 110 6~ PI II. 
"" BNM. Ace no ~ 1 -1""0 
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Tvplt 8 3 SII\ cr LlnkJ. 

Type 83's Iq;l:lId 15 SUllple the ob\'r.:rse Ir.:gend of Twc B2 has becn dl\ldcd n1(O 1\\0 sccl10ns and e:lch 

onc pul on cach $Ide 01 Iltr.: com The obvclsl! sIde bt,; r.lS Shah Slkw!dar Ihn /JoyO' Shah al Sit/fein, The 

rc ... ersc has 01 IUlilahul tI \uhill'r Ra~lI11iin and the Olargm IS gurlba ha~'hl'/ fic!~/alU.\· .\'Ikkaw ,i'l B,,/c,,1 

Fmi::dbfld wmlll fl\i l ' \I tl !dJamJIIl wo saba' ml)'Clh 'This sIl ver COin was slruck 111 the cil) of Flru~bad Ul 

Ihe ~e;ll' SClell hund red fin~ nJlle I C 759 ' l1'ts I)'pe was :lIsa struck from lht,; Illllli Iqlull MU':lu:JIllab:ld 

(dale IS unccrt:llll). Shnhr,,· Naw (datcd 763 ): and Satgaon (date cut ofT...) . It may be mClItJoned here thai 

(h I.: COlli IS quallfi l.:d \\lllt an adJectivl.: ClI fide/CllI. 'si lver' and also th l.: mlllt with al /Jolt,d. 'the CIt)' 

(Cat.nas 132· 135 ) 

T\lle B4 Sih er Tall":1 

The oblefsc bea rs the legend III a clrcir.: also of a simple anI.: In four Imcs aM 'I mlljiilud lSlhmdar Sf/ah (b 

SlIi{lin Ih mn ."ililtfill . 'F,Hher of the ,,,arnor Sikandar Shah son of thc Sult3n' Falher's nnmc has not been 

mentioned The rc\crsc bl..,:t rs III a em:lc an /lciy/rll Ildim'lIiil! al QUllt r (/'tM Alhih 'Helper for the religIon 

of Allah and th~ :'I long. fo r the foes of Al lah' Th\; marglll IS obliterated bUI U' ull 11311)1.: is rl.:ud,lble \\ Iueh IS 

'A rsah S:ltg:lon (Cat no 13(1 ) 

Type 64 fa), 5 jh cr T nnka 

Another COIll Ofilic same I~ PC , from the nlllli 'Hadral Jnlal Sonargaon' IS kno\\ I1. publish(,.-d lI1lhc Corpus 

dated 758, This COin'S Icttcnng is dlfTen.:nt and Ute re,",crs\: legend 15 III t!tf\;1.: IlllCS mslc..'ld of four of th e;: 

I ~ pc Bol (Cat no 137) 

1 \01; B5 Sd \crTilnkil 

Thl.: ob,,:rse bc.lrs Ihl.: kgend III n clrclc In fi\l: lilles. al·umim lIl.f, '?lIm ahlT'1 mllla/ud Stkandar SbEih Ihn 

I(rei\ .'iJ!eih 0\ \'"II,iI1 'The gn:~t leadel. Father af lile "amor Slkandar Shah son of 11 ~:i.:> Shah d'l: Sultan' 

["'hc f1;l crsC bC.J rs the kgcnd III :J. Circle III four hnes and the marginal legend IS outSIde the CIf(:1c ),(lmiim 

/(holi/at A/liih ml \/111 Clmin'l mwmnln kba/lada AIJ6hu kil1f6jalahu. ' right ha.nd of the Khallfm or Allah. 

hdpcr of the Ie.lder of thl.: b...:hc\crs may Allah perpetuate hIS Klulafal ' The Margm bears the legend 

{"mba hCl;IJII., "Hf/III hi Hell/ri l l /oiriizt1biid ,)'anah sab'ln 110 roba' ml)'lIh ThiS COlli was struck III H:ldrnt 

Flruzab,ld III Ill \! ~ca f s~\\:n hU l1drcd scventy', I r.: 770 (C3t no 13K) 

T\pc as (J) Si l"t: rT;mk;t 

Sanlc as :lOO'l' T~pl.' B5 but the \\ flung SI) Ie of the ob\ ersl.!, p;) rt iculo. rly thc \lord al lmom IS dtffcn.:111 and 

th~ reverse legend lit li H: IlIlcs dlvldlllg the last word 'Khllaf3tahu ' 10 two parts ISJlllii and jnral/ll the com 

IS m ud. fromlhc 1ll1l1l Iqlull Mu'3lZ3mo.bad. dale. not clear (Cal no 139) 
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1\\l1: 13 5 {bl Slhl:r T:ln\..;J 

Thl: legend ;lIlrJ dc.sign :tIC s~lIle as Type: 115 but the: arrange-ments of the legend on obverse 111 four hnes 

IIlstc:ld of fi\ c :md tltr.: Ir.:, crsc legend onliltlO& the word (Atl:1h) :l iter thaI/ada, mlilt IS :lIsa Ih~ S:::lInl.! 

(CaLllo 1<1 1)) 

T\ LN BS (cl SII".:r Tall!..:'! 

Another \:met) of thi; t) pe 85. Slntltarto T}pc B5 (a) but \\Hhou t mmt and date (Cat no.141). 

1\1)0.; 6(1 Sth .. r_Tanl..:1 

11,c obh!rsr.: bea rs 111 ;1 CIrcle the Arabic h:gend In fou r lines til wa~/q ho (o)')'uh'r Ualymiin ohl;'1 Inu)lihld 

Sllmncinr .'iblih Ihn lIyli' .'ibn" a\' SIt/liin. The confident b)' the support of IJle MerCifu l f;nh..:r of the \\arnor 

S.k:llld;lr Sh3h son of 1 1~3S hah as su ltan' In the margin four Clrclt: on four Sld l.:!> eont:un the names of the 

first four Kh.:tlilas rL:ad :U1uclockwisc as Abu Bakr, Umar etc between the circle arc thcsl' legends starts 

frol11 Ih l.! lap n£,ht agall1 ant1ciockWlsc al,mom oj a'zum ..,.,,'1 !W.alijotlll nll"a~am. ' the supreme leader 

;11Id the gre:at Khallfll 

The n:\'crsc bcJrs 11\ an octofoll the It:gl.1ld 10 five hnes ymin" /Wal/jOl A/liih nfi.f'''' amlr,', mllmmin 

Ji!./J{11I~1I '1 bltim 'l+CI'} mll""m;" ~Illlidal khlliifowh 'Right hand of the KJlIlat1u of Allah hclper of Allllrul 

MU'1ll1ll1ll SUCCOUI of Islam :lI1d th t; Muslims may his Khilafat be pcrpetu:l! r.:d The margin reads f,lunha 

/1(/:"" .,HII/II I' haMllfll lnahrii.w)'Hnl!tihud .IQlwh I~na ~o 1mnllnT" \\:0 )oha' IHI)'ah' . Th,s com \\as 

strucl.. 111 tin: fOrlllil.:d CII~ of Flruz.3.bad III the YI.:;lr 782' ThiS type IS found \qth different d;ucs ::Ind tnmts 

llso (C:lt no I-I:!) 

111e: 1111111 Flrul.'\bad has bi..'cn deSIgnated vanously as 'Bnldatu' l Mahrilsnh'. fortified CIty 111 some.: of the 

coms of thiS t\ pi.:. (vlu':luanmbad mint dcslgnated Il.S (II /Jaldallli Mil '('i~om. 'the 8fC.l1 Cit)" (C:u no I-Il) 

Some \anctl l.:S oftlus (~J)\; hi}\e also bl!1.:1l found with cha.nge of Lhe re,,~rse dcslgn only" com from the 

IIlmt Balda! Fmlzabad has (he reverse legend III a hcx:lgon WIth extended loops (B6. a) (Cat 110 144) and 

;lnothl.:r \;\ru . .: I ~ . lhc legend III a haxngon from the mlllt Hadrnt Flruzabad (B6. b) (Cnt no 145) 

T \ DC B 7 51" ~r T;u.!hi! 

nle ob\..:rs..- Iq;.enrJ l!'l In a quarterfo.l III the eent rc 111 three Jtn~ , TIle margm IS outSide the kgend 

S,kont/ar .}f}Cih Ihn I/J Ii, .'i/Ji'lh a, SIII/cill. 'Slkand3r Shah son of Ilyas Shah the Sultan' 1111.! marg.ll1aJ Icge.nd 

conlJIIIS the n:t11les of 1h\.! fou r Khllllfuhs 111 l small circle: on each on the four Sides Name of the. lirst 

Khallfah Abu llaj.,;u IS 011 thr.: tOp In between each two cudcs from top nght o/Imdm. a/~/lIn. al 'Adil, 01 

MUIi1hfd h:'I\e IJI."CI1 lIlscrlbcd_ i c the ob\crsc legend starts from the m:ug1l1 :md the filII legend IS aJ ImtJm, 
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o/,)i"", 'AI 'Add_ III MUlcilml Slk(ll1c/ar .~hiih Ihn lIych ~'hah U\' SIII/lill '11\~ il.:adcr [he learnt:.d. the Just, the 

\\arnOT Slkalld"r Sh"h SOil of lIyas Shah' 

The re\ers" icgl.:nd bl:ars (Ill a hexagonal star) four hnes Y(lIII;lIIj kJ.l/iJat Alhi/! na)lr/i (lmT,,'1 fl/llmmin 

Mal/ada Alliihll klll/iTI,J/llhll 'R.lght hand of the KllIlafat of Allah III.: lp~r of Icad"r of the bde\'ers May 

Allah perpetuatlo: Ills "Iulnfa! The marglll has the lIsunl marglllaJ Icgl.!nd but \\ ilh a.\' ,\" kka'lll n/uhurakttlu 

"Ilus aUsptCIOUS COul \\as s truck III 'Arsah Satgaon in the year eight hundred and clght)' onc (Cat.no 146) 

Tl115 I)'PC \\as also found ,.,.tth dates 7g2. 7li6 and 7K7, 

Tvoc 87 (a) Slhcr Tan!..:! 

Varict~ of [hl; a1.>o\ c T~ pc 87. the legcnds of both obverse and revcrse and dl.:slgns :!re S:Ul1e as Typl.! 87 

bU llhl.: n,:\crsl.: d~s tgn IS:1 sl:.:folled cIrcle trlsICad of hexagonal star. date not clear (Cat no 147) . 

Tv!)c OK S_!l}.~ Yanka 

Thl.: ob\crse blo:ars III a circle III thn .. -c hnes obi';f mllJahul S,kand(lr Shuh Ihl! /lyas .'ibDh (I'. Suf{iln The 

namt! of the ult:t11 \\I\h the KUI\)ah 'Abul MUJahtd·. f:tther oflh~ \\Jm or and the IllJfglll::a1 legend IS the 

same as T~pc 87 but the legend between lhe Khalif::ahs names arc frorn lap fight anllclockwlsc alllnum. 01 

0'10m, 01 "'tI~" q. hlflJJ:I',d. tlr Rahman, 'the great leadc:r, the confident by the suppon oflhe MercIful'. 

Tht! reyers!; legend IS III :l he'!agon wIth loops, which arc outs ide 1lle legend IS lht! samc as tht! rc"c~c 

legend of T~pc 07 but \\ lilt th l.! addItion of gbmttuf Isftint 11.'(1'/ Inl/shln/II after 'Almru'l Mummln' It me:ms 

he IS 'succour of Islam ilnd the Muslims' ~hIglI\a l legend IS.'thIS ausplous COin \\3.5 strue!... III the CII) of 

Flruzahad In the ~t;:Jr SC\l.!n hundred elgin) seven' I C 787 (Cat.oo.148). 

T \'D!; B~ Ih er Tanka 

ll1C ob\\:rse kg~l\d h tn an octJgon C;O I1tJlllmg the simple legend. the name of the Sultan ::md hts falher'S 

nallle In threc 11ll<.!S and the mllrgtnal legend l:j al II'lTSlq b(lllI)'Y1c/ ar Rabmfm (,bu" Mlljiihul, mtt:rspcrsed 

\\Ith the n:UllCS of the four Khallfahs as on the preYlous types, Type 60. 87, and 68 . 'nlC full legl.:nd 

stands 'lhL: confidelll b~ the support of the MerCIful f'Jul"r of UIC \\arnor Sik:U1dar Shah SOil of Ilyas Shah 

the Sultan' 

Thl.: rCH;rse bears lhe kgcnd. III 3n omamenlcd lozcnge dl;slgn, Just as tht.: re\ocrse legend of Type B7 But 

I1lste..,d of Klwllcldllflcihll Mufkohll. (Khullida mulkahu) omlUmg the word Allah, MarglllaJ legcnd IS 'nus 

com "as :s.stntck III 'Arasah Sh:lhr-i-Na\\ III the year seyen hundred and eighty three (Cat no 141)1) 1l1c 

\ and~ e,lsts \\ tlh thl; shght change of dL:stgn and also wllh the legend 1s1./Ijf!,do klJllrtjatllh/l m.l) h,s 

Khll:'lfat be perpetuated 
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Some fr;.lctlOnal COlliS or Sikandnr Shah \\\.'11: also found All aTC of silver and III two denonlllKltlons. half 

l:.lnbs and quart.:r t:1I1J...1S The n :HllCS :Ire narro\\ SO thclc arc no margmal legends TI1I:!Telorc. 110 nun! 

narm: and dai.: has been menuom.:d In the fract Ional COlliS 

Among the knO\\11 four fraCllonal CaUlS t\\O :He haJftankas and two quarter lanbs 

1'\1)1,( Bill. Slh\iT halfT:mb. 

Tht: obvt:rsc legend IS 11\ a CIrcle tht: name of the Sultan and hIs father's name III tlm .. "C lines. 1;;11 Slk(mdar 

Ibn lIyib' . 'huh" 

Tht: reve rse legend IS also III a CITCIt:. beaTS on ly tht: word as SuI {fin 11\ 1\\0 hnes' as Sultan' The lettering 

Illlhc margin IS nOI cle:lr \\clght of the cOin IS 5,12 gram, :llld 2 1 mm dl ~\llleter (CaLno. 150) 

!"VDe B II SII \I,j[ llalfTal\ka 

Thl: ob\l.:rse conlalllS the kgend CI.I SufIi'm ,,/ MU~/z~am III 1\\0 hnes In a plain ar~ or a Icuen.:d surface 

The reverSe legcnd IS the ultan's name III two 11Jlt:S SikLmdar Shah as SIII(cln There IS no 11l1llt or d:Hc on 

the COlli and 110 margin 1l1t.: \\,\:Ighl is 5 gTllIll and diameter IS Illm (Cat 110 15 I ) 

Tytx; B1 2. Silver ovans;r Taltka 

The ob\crsl.! 1cgl.!nd bcars III a pbin att!.l In two hnes, simple name of thc Sultan Sbiih Slkamiar 111e 

rl.!vetsl.! kgcnd III a CIrcle records the parentage also in two IUleS Jbnllylls SiJ{jh 111C weight of the COIll IS 

15-1 gram :lI1d diameter IS 15 mm (Catno 152), 

T\pl.! 1313 SlhcT quarter Tanh:' 

Tht; ob\er$\; bc~H's thl; Icgl;nd Ul a Circle onl) thc \\ord al MUJatlid ~ (II Mlli ; huJ IOta h\o parts and III 

t\\O hnes (II I1IUll; Ilid. I e '1 hc Warnor'. 'l1lc reverse be3rs the legend in a Circle in 1\\0 hnes Sablhr 

R"hm:m 3S .\'lIh'l or Ua/;mcill 1m thel 'path of the Mt:rciful ' Only the IHle h:lS been mCllliontXi not Ihe 

name ordu.: Su ltan The \\I,aght OflhcCOlll iS 271 gram and diameter 15,"," (CaL llo 153). 

Bhanas.'\h. all tht! C\ Idcncc of COinS and analYSIS of the history fixed the death of Ilyas Shah in the last 

month Zul l-illJJ of 75XAH'I(l already been mentioned earlier Due to the presence of the twO coms of 

Sikandar dated 75X he 01)11100 Ihal the reign of Sikandar begun in 758'1 But Kanm in the SlIltam Amol 

op lIled that Ihand~lI 's reign slarted III 759'1: Bhanasali rejected t\\O coins of lIyas Shah dated 759 and 760 

on thl: ground of thl.! tlll!'rl:;ldmg of the unit digit and no cams \\Ith such d;ltc ar.: kno\\!) ~et. Therefore , on 

.. COlliS iJnd Chronolob,\ PI) W·-'II 
.. I Ibid. P .&1 
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the basIs of COllI T~ pc B I of SIk:tndnr \\c rnn) assume that S,kandar struck cOms in IllS OWI1 nalll~ frOI11 

75K But all thc threc (OlliS knowil so far dat..:d 758 ' HC struck frolll 'Hadr:!t 1;1131 Sunnrk:um' our com 

T)pc BI (Cal no 12X) (IMe. 063. one com) and T)pc 04 (a) two cams (Corpus PI II. No.J, and Supp!. 

Shiliong Catalogue No 21, 1: 1_ 0 COUI dat(.-d 758 has comc to light from lhl.: Firuzabad nU1I1. Cunousl)' 

ellough In IMC COin Sikandar cl3Imcd hllnsclfas 'ns Su ltan u'l Muazz.-un' not 'al Azam', therefore, illllay 

be presumed that III 75lS durmg hiS fa ther's lifetime SIk:tndar as a governor struck coins from Sonargaon 111 

his own n31lle ilnd the epi thet Hazarat JalaJ before the mint name mdicates the $Ikandar was rcsidlllg III 

Sonargaon as governor lIyas' com with the done 758 from Sonargaon arc also found so either as an 

~mpowcred go\emor or as Su llall at the end of the year, Sikandar struck coins from Sonargoon If he had 

struck COUlS as :l Sultan III 75g Ihen it should be considered Sikandar's firsl issue before coming 10 the 

capllal Fml7.abad and beforc his coronation. 

II IS 10 be noted here tll;lt com T)"I>C 0 I has a great rescmbl:mcc to the COlli of Fakhmddlll Mubarak Shah, 

par1lcu1a.rJ~ thc f\.:\ersc. thc unl} change IS th~ date The placemcnt of the word oj mll'anom of the 

ob .. ~rsc IS also the sallie 3S Fakhruddtn's coms placement of the word 'al a'zam' It tndicates the cOlltllluity 

of the tom tradi tIon. Though the fanul y was replaced but the coin tradition prevailed and prob3bly Ihe 

same artisans \\ho once made dlcs for Fakhruddin and Gh:lZ1 Shah now were workmg for (1 )':\5 and his 

SOil Slk:mdar T ~ pc B I was also fou nd dated 759~\ probably ISSUed III the early part of the yt:ar 

Type B2 dated 75Y struck from two mints viz Chawlistan uff 'Arsnh M:unm and Hadrat lalal SomU830n 

(Cal nos 12l). 130) lllC mllll Chawlistan appeared on lhe cams for the first tim~ In the. reign of Sibndnr 

Shah Though K:mm dId not agree wllh the readmg of IMC and corrected II as 'A\\ahslan', But 

Ch;l\\!ist:lIl alld the rCldlllg of IMC seemed nc:ucr to the correct, long since the publication of IMC that 

was the onl~ ~no\\ n COlli bearing the mill! name Chawlrslan urf 'Arsah Kannu But in the collection of 

BNJ\.'I :1 second COUI has been found and nOt been published earlier llie dale nllllt. aJld style of calligraph} 

of bolh the COlliS an: the same The legend of the ob\crsc 'Warnor HI the path of the MercIful' IS 

!>lgmr,caJlt. for tlus l1e\\ mlllt Kall\l\I. Most probabl) dunng the lasl par of the reign of lIy3S Kalllni was 

subJclcd to the Saltanat b~ crown prince Sikandar who lcd Ihc t:XpeditlOIl This was eommemot:ltoo 

through the slnklllg of thiS COul 

Type 8 2 also I ssu~d from Iqltm Mazz.am'lbad, daled 760 and 762 SIk.1ndar changed the name of the In illt 

Sonarg.,\\on for MUlaaam;lbad in 760. because from 760 on wards on COlli of Sikandar was found bt!aring 

Ihe 113me Sonarg30n It IS eVident that thi s change W:lS made III 760 Munzz.'lmabad appeared on Ule com 

fOI the lirsl tunc III Slk;llldar's reign \\'Ith vaflous cpI Ulets· lqlun Mua.ua.mabad as 1Il ~lItlom:d and also al 

Baldatll'l J\.Iuaz~m Muazzamabad mialer limes (Type B6, dated. 781) 

.: Sult:uu AlIto] P I l} ~ 
~ l Corpus pp :'7 &: tloU . 1(.\ 
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Type. 03 conSists or a simple ll:ge.nd lnfnct t.he. oby(' rse of the Type 132 has been divided UltO two parts 

and each part e:ngr.:wed on each side of the COlO Type 8 3 pan.allly corresponds with the gold TYI>C Ails 

(sold com) as Issucd foml Flruzabad mmt buIth!: date IS dleglble 50 It IS dinicu lt to assertms If this was 

hiS corona1l0n COIll T)'pl! 8 3 COlliS were struck from albalad Flruzabad d:llcd 759, the gold com Type AI 

also ha.<; rill C:Plthcl 'a l balad' Typi,,: B3 also was struck from Iqhrn Muzaaamabad (Date NA) and Shahr· .­

Nrl\\ . timed 7(,:; 'n lls Ile\\ mill! Shahr-I-Nrl\\ tnilialed b)' 11yas COllllllued to Issue coinS dunng hiS 

successor Sikand;u's lIIm,: T~fp !; B3 IS also ISSUed from smgaon the date IS cut ofT. It IS a new IllIIII for lhl s 

type and not pu bhshl.!d earlier The: COlli IS In the collection of BNM (Acc. No. ~ 1.453) 

Type: 64 also conSists of a simple legend for the obverse and III thiS type th t.: Sultan's father's name has nol 

bet:n I1lclllloned. on ly Iht.: fomlU10l 'as Su llan Ibnu's Sui lan' Ie SUIt<J1l \\ ho IS 5011 of a SulLan ' Abu'l 

MUJahld' of Ihls com and the n;\,ersi,,: legi,,:nd 'helper of th i,,: tc: llglon of Allah and subducr of the foes of 

Alla.h' IIldlC.,tcs that the Suit.,,, \\ a5 bus)' at that lime with the conquest of lands from the non-muslims, 

lila), bi,,: to the nonh and south fronllers of the Sultanat 

One com of this I~PC (B4) \\35 Issued from thc mlllt 'A rsah Smgaon 'Arsah S:ugaon IS a Ill!" mlllt for Ihis 

type The com IS III the collccuon of BNM, bUI dllll! IS nOI ava ilable on the cOin (Ace. No 85 556) ll1is 

type is also found \\ Ithout date and Illlnt (BNM Ace No 66 400), which has been Illustrated IIlthc Corpus 

1)1 III no 4 dated HIS, Kari m did not &.Ive the mlll\ name. the mllliiS 'Hazrol hlal SOllargaoll So thiS type 

nln) ha\c been ant.: of IllS carl) COUlS Most of Sikandar's cums bc.'tr hIS f:uhcr's name directly bUI III tJ11S 

type hc used on l ~ ,hi,,: Icnu' son of the Su ltan' without mcntloning father's name The flans arc 

eomparallvcly smaller due 10 wh Ich III mOSI of th i,,: cases lhc mlllt and date are cut ofT Ihe nans. TIle 

known coins of thIS twe arc less III nu mber Through llus coin legend Type 64 Sikandar ex presses his 

nghleousnl!ss II 15 a gcnci.ll nI le for Ihe rulers to show hiS Impartlo. lIt) and JUSlice. to the subJccts 

particu larly at the bCglll l1lUg of Ihe reIgn Wll1 lc consolld:l\Ion, \\as conS idered the pflllle faclor. Slk:lndar 

did the sami,,: and 111 [hiS rt.:\ersc legend there IS n. IIIUdcll wanung lhal the 'Su113n IS hclpcr for the religion 

of Allah and also subducr of the ..:nenucs of Allah' 

Slkandar Shah's COlli T~ pes B5, 136, 87 3rc \'t!1} Important The clnJlns of Khahfah and Klll lOlfat have been 

c'o:prcss..:d through thes.: com I ~ pes In Type 85 lk3ndar l'\prCSS ... -d uSing the word ":11 Imam al·Az.."Un" 

dl rectl) on the. ob\ersc COIll legend. But the feversc legend reveals the allegIance 10 the InSIllull0n of the 

K!ulafat by uSlIIg the lime honored fonnub., 'Right hand of the Khilafat of Allah and helper of the 

A1mru'l MUll1l1l1tl". II IS 10 bc noted 1hm the bCI\(.:dictory word these coin types show Ihat the benediction 

is for Kh l13f3t 'nlt.: formula IS 'may Allah perpetuated his ~llIlafat , (not 'Mulk'. Iklllgdoml). It mdicates 

that dunllS the slrI long, of Iht!Se C01 ns the SUUC "'>"IS 3 KJulafal not mul k. a COll:Ultutlonal dlffcrcncc of 

chum II IS nOI posslbh: to :l.scen:UIl ::.11 Ihe dlte.s from Ihe Illegible or lIlcompl t.:te marg.inal legends of lhe 

mentioned I) pes So. f!'Olll " h1ch d311! 'mulk' tr~U\sronned into Khllafat is not. C,'lSY to asceruun l1lcreforc 
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the rein ted calLses behmd the procl:ullatlon of Khilnfat also 15 not easy to dctcmlillc. "Iough the IHston311S 

assumed that to be at par \\ Ith 1115 Dei hl f1val Slbndnr probably procl3l111ed Ihis titles 

In com Type Btl S,k:lIldar sued the fonnul3 aI-III/tim (II a';om I~(/ khllhi(lfll'l m/l'azfum 111 thc obverse 

murg1l1 The direct CI:l IIl1 of Kh:lll fah 1111: supnillc Imam (ChiC!) ;lIId a gn::lI Khalifah, here he used 'al 

Khalifntu'l I11l1a u.1m, though Ihe mC:U1l1lg of both the words A2am and MIIGZZflm arc samc I c the grc:lt, 

but when both arc used III the same sentence al ,,'zorn is the superlative. The maUl legend in the centre 

shows Ihal the Sullan IS eonlidcnt b) the help of the M erciful and he IS f:)lher of the warnor. ThiS legend 

IS not less siglllJlcant The claimant of Khll:!.fat I e the Suilan IS confldl::nt III hiS el.um by the mercy of the 

Merciful and J.S a 'MuJ;\hld' he had the :lbdlt)' (0 retain thiS ti tle . lllOugh he elallnoo himself as Khahfa 

still he sho\\ cd honour to the Sllpn::me Khal ifah of Islam I.e. allegiance to the Insutulion or Khdafat. In 

rc.'lhty the Abb~ld Khibf:l.t W:lS extinct a hundred years :lgo He used as rel'erse legend the usu:tI yornmll 

kllolyDI AI/nh :lIld ;tlso hl.:lper of AOlml'1 MwnilllJl along wi th a new mlc glulII.w'/ hlnlll W(,', IIJlIsllmm 

derender or Islam and the Muslims In tillS type the bened iction for IllS Klul;tf:n has been l1lenlioll l.:d also 

In caml)anson ta Type 8 6, Type B5 seems 10 be earlier and struck from Hadrat Fil1Jubad, Iqhm 

Muzaaamabad and also coms Without the mint name and date 

On the other hand Type 86 Issucd from Firu1..:lb:ld. has been used \\1111 \anous clpthets such :'IS 'Bald:'l tu'l 

Mahrusah' (cm no I ~2) and Baladal c:lt no (Cal no . 1421~) Probably IJIC samc rml1.abnd h:ls bcen 

deSignated with Hadr:l.I . Baladat and Bald3t al M3hOlS3h at dlfferen! IUlles BUI due 10 non ava rlpablht) of 

:III thelT dates the tlllle of the dIfferent assumption of epithets :lTC not asccrl :lIllcd COIilS of th iS type 3rt 

also found \\I\h the mlll\ Ilaille Bald:uu'l Mu'azzam MU'aZZ3tlmbad (Cat no 143) 

Type 66 IS :lIsa bt.:cn round 111 two dillcn.:nl (v:lnt.:I II':S) T}'pc 86 and Type SCI (a) bc.1nng h"O dlffcrl.:ut 

deSigns for tht.: re'l.:rsc legend Sutthe obverse designs are thc'same. 

II IS a kno\\ 11 fact that to I1lscnbmg the namc of the. Khahfah of Islam on the. COUlS has a long tr:lditlon, In 

'ntim IIlutnllsh \\JS th t.: fir:)1 SuJt:1Il to IIlsc nbe the n~Ullc. of the Abbasid Khahfah on the COlliS ( I Me COlli 

no 3~) ThiS \\:lS follo\\cd b~ 311 subsedqucol OIlers IIlciudulg Ihe SUIIMS of Bengal. Long after the death 

of the la.sl Abbasld Khahfilh, Mu 'lasUII Billah It1 1258 the usc of the Khahfu's name on the coins was 

continued up to 1342 dunng the reign of Alauddm All Shah. He was thc IaSI Sultan of l3enS~llto USc tlu s 

fonllut:l and III Deihl the last mter ''':15 Jabluddm Flmz Kha~ 1 (1 290- 12%) t.:1ter on Fakhmddin 

Mubar:lk of SOll:lrgaon :lbondol1 l.:d II :lnd lIyas Shah did like wIse Out both of them used the fonnula 

'helper of the lead.:r of the bcl,c\ l:rs' to show thc,lr ((:Spec.t and allegiance to the Klubfat 
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Sikand:u Shah for thl.! iirst time 111 Sengal procla imed the title of 'Khahfal Allah' by uSing (1/ imaln/l" 

u'?um lI'a" k)wlt/afll'l m'l/w:wm. The supreme Imam and the great Khahfah' II should be remembered 

that the word 'al· lmam' IS I.!quivalcnt to Khalifnh As II can be scen 11\ the: COUl II.!gend .f 'oJul(lIIl mdm (1/ 

l\tlljs/(l'~ un that the \\ord ' Imam' was used befort; thl.! name of the Khahfa'" 'T1Iough Sikandar Shah 

proclaulled hUllself Khahf.'l ret hI.! COllunued to lise the term yamillll f.:!J.ulifal Aillih on hiS COUl 'S reverse. 10 

show IllS respect 10 the Klul"fat 

II mo.)' lx.: nOll.!d hen: that Sikandar Shah through hiS coin T) pc 8 5 probabl) firSI declared hiS claml of 

Khalifa and subsl.'Q lI c ntl ~ procJnlllled 01 unamu'/ll';mn wo'l !Sba/ijafll'l mtj'a~am m ills Type 86 

Now the qucstlon IS \\hy did he proclaim KiJalifut Allah in his coins" Kanm probably gave (he right 

3J\s\\cr. "There also must have been politIcal consideratiOn III Sikandar Shah's assumption of the ti tle. He 

"as a contcmpor:m of Fenlz Shah Tughlaq of Deihl :md he actuall~ had to fight :lgatnst the biter fo r IllS 

very eX IS(t;IlCe. No\\ FlTu l. Shah Tughlaq 1101 an i) rcct;lved IIwerstiture (onn the Abbasld Khalll~ of 

Egypt, but proud l) records IllS belief 11\ thc necessity of obtall1l1lg recognition from tht; Khal lfa9'l" . Kanm 

further explams that. "The ~rrogatIOf1 of such ~n ~uthorily by the Sult:ut of Delhi was a rc.ll menace to the 

Sultan of Bengal Thc Sult:lll of Bengal (Sikandar hah) tl\ercforc, went aile Stcp further and forcstalled 

hiS adversary of Deihl b~ laklllg the. title of Khahfah or Imam for himself The: Sultan could not do it 

Wilhout the consent of the Ulama of the: country ;:lIld the Ulama of Bengal should be gIven credit for tlus 

mgenulty96". Thl.!rcfore:. on the context of the political situation of the penod thiS proclamation by 

Slbnd:lr Shah IS \cry unpon:'L11t and slgmfic.'\nt 

Kanm b~ quotlllg Dr Uaf'ur C\plalilCd III dl.!tull thl.! kgltllnac~ of tillS constitutional ISSUe. of the 

proclammion of the Khl l:tfat th:n "the sunnl Junsts In fommlal lllg the doctrine of the Khalifah have. a!wa>s 

kept m VIC\\ (he c\ lstmg hlslOTIcal and political condition and tn\Xl to harmolHzc the poli tica l reality With 

the framework of the Sharl 'a~" 

The IC:ldl.llg JUrISt of th t; 14th CClltul) Ibn Juma'a compromiSing Wi th the. political reallt), 'lcgalizl.'<I 

delegation of all Khahf:LlIHcrogatl vcs to the wu.:ldcr of the power9' , Therefore , to cope With the political 

situation and for survival agalIIst the Tlval Sultan of DelhI Sikandar proclaimcd himself Khalifa to legalizc 

hiS sepamte 'uhanat III Bellgal 

"'~ IMe. 11 . p.I"'(' &: 147, CO Ill IIOS (, ,7.9 
.. , Abdul Karim, Corpous of Amblc Persian InscriptlollS orBellJ;,"JI : Dhaka AsiatIC Sociel) of Bangladesh. 
(hencefonh CAPIB) 1'.1')2. P 92 
% Abdul Karim. ( 'mlllo.l!Ui' /Jl r ol/I.\' In II,,! ( 'nbinltt 01 rhi' ( hllf(1gong { 'II/Vcr,I',rv \lu'~lIm. Clnlulgolig. 11)71} 
(hencefonh ('f '.\J(), P 1(, 

'" Ibid_ pp 12· 1(, 
..." Quoted by Karim HI CUMe, PI) 15· 1(, 
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T)'pe B7 COIllS of Sikand:lr also bear the ti tle' AI Im:tm' on the margm ralOIlN \\'HII ~ddHlolln llltlcs Ilk!,; 'ra l 

/\drJ '_ 'thc Just'. 'ul All111'. thl.: k:mlcd'. al Muplud. the warnor -nlCSe arc all the qualities of:m :Ibll:: Su ll:1I1 

and If 1/11; cla llllS of the..' coms of Sikandar arc conSidered as correct and n::al th l::n these IIIdIC~tC that he was 

n.:all\ a good adll11111s tr ~lIor ha\ Ill!) all the quai l lies of:l gre:lt Sultan Most probabl) aJll heSl.: dn Hlls were 

true as Slkandar relWled for thtn~ -three ~c.1 rs, the longcst reign among the Ult~U1S of Bengal 

This type was slnlck from Ihe mInt $':1183011 3nd III 1"\\ 0 dc.slg,ns and B 7 (a) Salgaon IS dcslgnntcd as Arsah 

Observed dates :lfe 7M I. 7K2 , 7~6 nnd 7'67 

It is to be noted thm a ll these types clajmmg. Khalif:lh or Imam except One bear on the reverse Ihe 

benediction ki ll/Ilre/" kiJllUf(lllIh hiS Kltllafat may be pcrpclIJnlt'<i It md lC:lICS the. smtu s of Ihe slat..: ::\s " 

'Kiulaf:lt' \\hlch IS adlllllllsh:rcd b~ a KI1:1hfah, nOI :l 'Mul)':' BUI T~ pe Bt' beMS Ih l.: t..:ml /dJIIII,dflllllllkClhu 

and IS ISS UOO from the Illlnt FmlZitbad with the epIthet ':.1 Balad', d~tlcd n5 and 71'1 7 Some of the coins of 

T~pes Brl. B7 :lnd Bg bear nn cxtrll ndJccttvc 111 the m~ rgm quahf)'mg COlli .""kkalll'/ Mllhlir(lkow, 'the 

auspiCIOUS com' \vh~ these coins are auspIcIOUS IS not menf loned Probabl~ these COmS \\ere mllltcd ror 

recording sottle nlispICIOUS occ~Slon_ rna~ be at the ume of the constnlCllOtl of thl.: Adum Mosque or of 

some of hIS conqtu.:st r ) pe [19's ob\t:rsc IS same as the kgl.:nd or thl.: obH.:.rse of Type Brl ollllumg thc 

marg.mal ll.:gcnd '11115 t ~p..: IS onl y known from the mUll Shahr-I-naw. 'nc\\ clly', dated 783 ThIS Cit) was 

dcslgnated ns 'Ars;lh Shahr-I-N:l\\ 3 ne\\ I11l11t IIl lt iJ.too by l1yas and continued b) Slk"ndar.Locatlon or 

thiS elty has 1101 beCII Identified most probabl) III the sub:lrb of Ihe caplt::d n IIC\\ elly was cslnbhshcd by 

lIyas which rl.:tll.:lHlcd as it ne\\ Cit)' I.e h.:lh, -HIC\\ du nng SlknJld:lr's reIgn bu t tater_ It \\;tS r'Cnamed or 

no longer rell1atlll'd as Il l.!\\ so Ihe name Shahr- I-Na\\ call no longer .rnced 

All the coms Cl3ull lllg KIKlh fah contams on lhe m.ug.1ll along \\,111, Ihl' marg,ltlal legend the names of Ihc 

fou r Khahfahs III four cardlll.:l1 POilUS Ie I)'PCS 8 5. B6. 8 7 and 8 8 All thcst cOIns also bear on the 

rcvcrsc the fonllul~ 'nght hand of the Kh::\hfat '\lIah ::\nd hclpur of lhc Al1l11l1'l MUtllllllll', III lypl!S B6 and 

B~ \\ Ith an addlllOIl of 'dufJ;ndl.:r of Islam and the MIISluHS' 3J0I1£ ''''1111 the abO\ c mcntlotlt:d ones 

Some fractional COlliS of Sikandar Shah's arc J...no\\n III hair and quarter dUnOl1llllallOns TIlough the 

fracllonal coms of the Su lt:lIls of Bengal :I re rnrc but III compnnson to olh..:r carl) Sult:lns. Ik:tlldcr's 

fract ional COlliS :tre 1Il:l1l\ III nUlI1ber II IIldlcatcs that the frnctlonal coms wcre also III circulation nnd were 

used Sid!.: b~ Side \\ llh lI n; full lanJ..as 

No ne\\ mlllt has 1l11llall:d b)' Slkandar Shah except 'Arshnh Knmru. The Illlllt onarg.1on has been 

Tl.:namt!(! Mu'azr.unnb:ld probnbly. and it was shifted to :1 new place_ \\hlch has bi.-cn Identified as 

Muzampur ahas Mu'au al11pur. fifteen kilometer n\\:\y from Sonnrg.1on The Illlnt of the eJpllal Flruz.1bad 

has been Cited \anou!>l~ 11\ SIJ..:lIldds CQUlS \\1 111 ei ther bl Hadrat or ;11 Balad or Bald:uu'l Mahru s~h , 
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fon.fied cil~ MU 'al.1 . .1I1l:lbad thl! second Imponnnt mllli of the Sultanat, fomlcr capital of fakhruddm. also 

had \nnous CPlthch dUfmg tillS pcnod-Iqlull Mu'aaanmbad or B~. ldatu ' l Mu'azz.am Mu'az7.3lllabad 

Bhattasall on Ihl! bas is or the I<lSt daled C01l1 of Sikand<lr Shah minted from Fmlz.'lbad III 71} I flx!.:d the 

reign lIplO Ihal d:tle and expresses that II would be 1)I!{\\ecn 791 to 7Y5 of an} year Th!.:rl! IS a com in [C8. 

I. fead b~ 11101lla5 as dJII.:d N2 bUI 3S Ihere IS no IIIUSlfalLOl1 of Ih l.; eoLn O:tlI.:lsaIJ dId not 13k..: that IntO 

conSldt"rnl1on So. \\ Ith the finlll} dated com Sikand:u"s reign rna)' be lixcd upta 71) I It l1la~ be nOled here 

Ihal hIS son ,wd SUCCeSSion Awm Slmh rebl!lIcd :l.g:l.IIlSI hiS 'blher III th l! \aSI pan of Sikandar's rl! lgJl A 

bnnle ensued bl!t\\"Ccn father and son 1I1 wluch SIk:i.nd:l.f lost hLS hfe but the dale of the fight could nOt 

asccrtamcd 1ilercforl!. Slk:lIldar's last date, on the basiS of hiS daled COll1S Illay tentatIVely be fixed in 

791 So. the duration of 1115 I C L~n IS at least tlurty thft'C years 

124 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



3. G h iyasuddin A1;;1I11 Sha h 79W I - 813/ 13901?1- 1410 

After the death of SIh.:llld:lr In the bJ. tt lefl[:ld of Goalpara his rebel son and Sliccessor Ghlyasuddln Al'..'tm 

Shah 3scl;nded 10 the throne prob:l bl~ 111 7')) Then: :Ire ColltrO\erclcs ::tboul Ih l.! last d::lle of Ikandar's 

death and fi rst d:lh: of Ghl~:ISllddlll Az:1I11's J.sccnslon Earlll.!r Az.lln had rcbdlcd ag:unst Ills I;uhcr III the 

eastem part orthe kll1~dol1l III Son:lrgaoll ~lI1d Iu s coms from SJI~aOn h(m: been found dal l,;d Xt)O while his 

father W3$ stIli ahve The las[ dat..: ofSlkandar's coins IS 792 <IS h;IS been menlloned earlier, Due to [he non 

a\,;lIlab l ht~ of ck:ar cut h st dated COIllS of SIk:lndar ~lIld first dated COIllS of Alam from Flruzab:.d It IS not 

possible to 3Sccrl3111 the ;'lelllal dale of (h..: death or Sikandar and acceSSion and rebellion of At ... 'l.1l1 TIus 

event has b(.'Cn placed bl.!tween 791 10795, Bhanas:.li IS inclined to fix the death of Sikandar III 795 giving 

him a reign of 37 ~e<l rs J.nd AZ.J1n ShJh seventeen ),eJ.rs some months uplO 813AH, 

Bhallasah assullll.!d the datt: of Ihl,; re ... olt by Azam 111 777 J.S 'no e01l1 of S.kJ.ndar hah from ~JI eastl,;rn 

nunt of date later than 777AH (lMC II , no 50) hJ.s yL.1 been found~ HO\\I;\er, r\'lukhaIKldh)ay"(', and 

KJ.rutl !01 ~J.vc Slbndar a reign of 33 years ;;md preslIllled thl; de~llh of Sikandar III 792 and 7')3 

respectl\d~ 

All the lllsionans ;Lgrel.! 011 Az.'un's eml~ rC\OII of thai dale Ie 7'J2:tS Az...11ll Shall corresponded With lhe 

famous poel of Pt.!rsla, Hafi z, as a so\ erelgn and II:1fiz wrote a poem III response and as Hafiz died III 791 

so Ihe corrcspomknce h:tppcnd onl.! or 1\\0 )ears c..,rhcr while Slk;;mdar was alive, So, Azam Shah's date 

of revolt may be presumed \\ Ith certaml), befoTc X90 Azam Shah like IllS father and gra.nd tather was an 

able mitT \\ ith SOl Ill.! gem.Tous (Iu::tllucs orlo\c for poelry and JlIstlce and ruled UplO 813 

The mosl remarkable c\cnl of Alam Shah's lifl! IS lus rl!\ olt agJ. lIlsl Ius fathl!r II is s::ud that he rebelled 

due (0 Ius sh:pmothds l1laClullatlou and look shelter III the eastern part of the kmgdom III Sonargaon He 

w:l.ged wJr :1&;lIn51 IllS falhcr III wh ich lkandar died. then to acqUItted lurnself fro lll atllroublcs he either 

blinded all of Ius SC\Cllh.\:1I broth\.!rs or put thl;m 10 death Even then hI,; \'as dCI)ICled as an able and Just 

ru1cr I hston:llls !lpoJ..e I()udl~ of IllS JUSIICC :lJ\d kmgl) lUIIC, he \, rolc a h.:ucr 10 thl.! PcrS l ~Ul poet Hafiz 

111\ illllg hiS 10 \ 1:- 11 hiS h.llIgdoll1 He; held the Kamrup arcJ for SOIllClIllll; after conquenng some and 

conununJcated \\ IIh the cOl1te;llll>orary klllg of m::llly counlnes lllcludlllg hina and made charitable 

endowments III the hol ~ CIIIC$ of M::Ikkah and Madlll:l eSlabllshlllg :l mJ.drasah III Makkah COIilS of Azam 

Shah ::Ire J.\'3II:l.blc 11\ gold and slhcr 0111) All Ills COllIS :Ire of lola wdght st:ludard . 

W Coins alld Chrollolog.\ , I> 711 
I'" Dusho Bachll.lr, p >-1 
l uI SUIt;1l1l Al11ol. p 1'))\, Corpus p 154 
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Gold Tanka 

T\\o types Aum Shah's gold coms :'Ire known and prQbabl, fou r IIlllumbcr One com In thl.: collection of 

BNM IS un pubilltlll.:d One CaUl III the Ka\\alc collcc\ton III IndIa III pubhslu.:d III the ONS No 147 b) ' tan 

GOlan, the tlllord one l ~ i>lIbll~hl,;d 111 RaJgor <lnd til\! 13S1 011 1,; 111 Ihe colkctlon or Vnr...:ndr.1 Research 

IVl lISCtllll , R3J!>h:l1l1 b tlllPtlbllShl!d 

T\O( AI , Gold " ;ulka 

The obverse bears Ihl.: It:gend III quaner 1'01 1111 four hllcs GJII)'clj'ud dUII)'ii wdd dill lIbi;'1 I1Illf{lffor ham 

Shrlh ( 1,\' SU/fiin 'S uccour of the world and the religIon fa ther of \'ictol)' Az."I1ll Shah Ihe Sult:m' 

TIle rc\crsc bears Ihe kg~nd III a cIrcle 111 four hnes b\11 the fi rst hnc IS nOI dL'Clphcr able Th...: second hne 

st:lrts \\llh . I JdJ(FII~/I1 bliim lta'J MlI,l/lInln ~nllada 'Succour of Islum and the Musluus Ma) Allah 

pt.:rp...:luale 1\'0 l11;1q; Il1;11 kgcnd IS traceab lt: The weIght of th...: com 1$ 1056 gr;1IIlS 3nd diameler 25 mlll , 

T\1)o; A2 Gold T :ml..a 

The obverse. \\llIch IS 11\ :l 1'13111 area , be3rs Ihe It:gcnd III sr\. hnes allmtl1)},(u/ hu/{;y .lId (fr" IW~lmiin 

JdJ')"'J.llddUlytl II ad JI;I ahi/I mll,/jJar A '~(//lI Shalt Ihn .\'IKcmdor Shull Ihn Jlyii!l Sbn/l m Sit/rein, 

'Strengthened b~ Ih~ dh~lp of Ihe MerCIful Succour of tlu; \\ orld and Li lt: rdltlon father of \ ICIOI)' Azam 

Shah , SOil orS '~;l lldt\r SII.III son of lly3!i hah Ihe Sull:m' 

TIlt.: n,"!\'crsc bear:o; th~ Iq;~nd III a pla lll :lI e 111 fi\ c IIm:s )'(11111;11( khahitn AI";/I t1i1,\'11'/l (,min'/ 11111111111111 

glulII!IJI J.;/(7111 II III A.fll \ /1111/,' t!!(llIad(1 A I!~I ' nJlllKah 'RIght hand of the Khahfa of Allah helpcr of leader 

of the bcllc\cf:i succour of the Isl:1I11 and lhe (\ \usill11s , lI1a~ Allah perpet\l31L' 1115 klllgdom Thc \\elght of 

the COIllS IS 11 h gram .llld dmmell'r 23 nllll OIlC eOIl1 01 !IllS t ~ pc Ims bcen ,lIustrated III RaJgor \,' thOlll 

3n~ rcadlllg I\elg.hl Ilt III 7 gr31llS, dIameter nOt a\ :ulablc Another COlli IS 111 the collectIon of V R M . 

descnptlon IS nOI :n':lIlablc 

Sih,t l' Tank;l 

The dcscnpt lons oflile :!I II\ 1,,;1 COlrlS ofG hl~ :lstlddl ll Azam Shah an.: as fol lo\\s 

T \1>\; B 1, S,h CI T aub 

The ob\ers!! bcals th t: legend III a sqllJre III Ar:lblc o/.mmly)'nd harii.\Jlld,'r UtI/;mlin (ib1}'(iJlltf dllnyii wo'd 

din ahu'/ nllI;tllftll' A '=0/1/ :ibnlt ,/,\ S/j/!cltI , Stcengl hcncd b~ Ihe ~'h:rc l flll succour or lht: \\odd and the 

n.:hglon fatht!f of the \ ICIOl'\ A'~111l • h3h the uh:lIl' 
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In the marginal segments tlll:n: an,:. the names of the first fout Khallfahs of Isbill. startlllg frolll th l.! top 

arranged anllcloclm l$e The n,;\ersc legelld IS 111 a ll octagonal Sl:lr also III Arabic nii~·ml'l h !t7m wtll 

Itllu'!umn )Ylmlml (/l/Iil'll'l /III/millin , helper of the Isbill nnd the Muslims fI!!,ht hand (Helper) of It;adcr of 

the beli eve rs i\hrg.lliallegelld Is. 9.lIflOa hail/II's .nkkalu fl'l B(IIe,,1 ml({/'{~(lmtlh(id /t l.\' !(I"~' f!."1110 wa .mh(l· 

nllJYlIl TIll!; C01l1 \\;\" ~ t rllck 111 thl' Clh of luu:l1llabad 111 the ~t;ar thrce nllle t~ and seven hundred Ie 111 

193 

In tillS type Ihere arc COlliS \\ Ilh :l \:lru:t~ of deSigns. \\ lueh 111:1) bl! dcscflbl;d .15 subt) ~ of \;lrietICS. but 

the Ie~ends arc thl" sam!.' 

Tvpe BI (\1) Sihef Tan)..:;! 

The ob\'crsc :lnd rC\Cf$1.: legends are same as Type B I but the designs arc dlffcrent . the obve.:rsl! desigil 

\\ 11h11l a sqll:\n.: and the fe\ e.: rSt; III ':l clrcie and thc IllllltIS'J:UlIlal ac\:J.bd'. dale not cleM 

T\pc B I tbJ~ SJhlOr T;lIIha 

Thc obvers!.' Icg!.'lId IS 111 a square haVing a mlhr:lb deslgll on ~Ich Side.: of the square and th l..: rl..:\'crse III a 

quatrefoil Tht! llalll~S or th~ fOU f Khnlifahs an: Itl the fOllr 1111hmbs 111C re." cl'S\! Ill:lrglllis nOI cle.:ar bUllht.! 

mlllt name.: IS Stllg:.on 

T,pe Bile): Slh !krTa").. :1 

The obverse dl.:~lgn :lnd kg.:nd 31\.' the s::une .:lS Type n I (b) -nIt: rewrse IS 111 a oclofail but thl.: nunt name 

on the rc\'ers\.~ m;lrglilis MU:lZZiI m;lbad. d.:lte IS not clear 

llpe BI cd) Slh~fT;II1 I.., 1 

The ob"'er~ IS III a square \\Ith 111 :1 clrclc. names of Ihl: Klmllrahs arc III the margllml <:cgmcnts TIle 

re"crse IS In an OI:IQfOlI and the margll1 illegible The Ir.:gcnds all both slde.:s :lrC the same as T> pc B I 

Tvpt,; B2 SII\I:r T:mb\! 

'nlc ob\l.:rsc be:.lrs the kgelld III :I squnl\.' the ·n,..: sam\! as abO\c t~pe B I but 1Il tlu.; IOlirth line aftt;r Az.."Ull 

Shah IS (I.\' SlIlltin hili and the last hne JS Slliih S,kamlar I e hiS father's 113!ll1.: IS clled III lIus COIll but the 

eXL'CUllon IS \cl) crude "h~ marglll:ll segmenls arc 1101 clear but probabl> contalll Ihe names of the four 

Khahf3hs 

nle reverse legend IS 111 a sq uare \\lIhll1 a Circle. S:lIIII: :lS Lhl.! reverse of Type B I but with the addition of 

Khlilluia mlllkaillt III the l:Ist IlIIe nlC 1n3fglll IS IIIdlSl1l1Cl most probably halll ng th e.: dale and mlllt namc 
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Tvpc 83 S!l\cr Tanl...a 

Both the obvcrs~' ;lIId rc,;H;rsc dc.srgns :'1ft.: tire sa m\.: . \\rtll the legends ar\.: circles -nI t.: obverse legcnd IS 

SIII[cin G/uyt1}lIu "1111),(/ I\'{/'d {/Ii, Abli" mllZll!lOI' t1iam Sllah tiS SI//((/I/ ' nlC n:une or thc Su Iiall wIthout 

mentlonmg par.lllt:lgc The legcnd IS III five hnes 

The reverse Ic~clld rs ~lhh( ld(l AINihll ' /(IIII(rIohll IsJJtllIlIdll Allahn 1111/ ((01111 . 'MOly Allah eterni Ze Ills 

EmpIre and perpctuatc Ills I..lI1gdolll In the margm the lllLlllnalll t,; rs Satgaol1 but the date is not clear 

Type 84 Silver Tilnka 

The obverse bears thc It,;gend in a quadnroll In rour lines the same as Type 63 but Olllltllllg the word 

'Sultan' :It the bCgllllltrlg The miHgllI bc.1rs the legend Q'\ SlIlrcinll'/a'?f/m "llIIlIyywd hau7YYld'll Malik lIr 

J<(I~mon III four scg rnctlts 'Th\.: great SlIll:1I1 stn.:nghcl1cd b~ Ihc hdp o f th t,; -Mercl rul god' Thl: n;VCfSC 

bearse In a circle the Ar.tblc h:gcnd III four lilies nci.ytru (JInint" mllmmin JW(IIt.!.l'lIlls/tim Ha'i M'll'IIm/n 

@II'flda l/Iulk"'1II. 'helper oflhl.: ArnU1r 'l mUllllllln , ' uccollr of Islam :lnd th l.! MuslullS hi s kingdom rna) be 

I)erpctuated. The re\ crsc margin bears the legend duriba hazlhls sikkatu fr Il:rtl r~lt Fmlzabad san~1I1 salasa 

Wil trS'1Il \\a sab:t ' nll~ a The CaUl W;'l.S stnrcl.. from the Illint Hadi.l.t F,nr z..'lb:ld dated 793 1U
! This type \\3$ 

also found from Satgaoll1ll1l1t but the date is not clcar LO
) . 

Tvpe B) . S,her Tanl..a 

The ob\crsc legend IS III a qua rterfo,1 III li\ e.: lilies and bea rs the name of tht,; 5 ult:l/l the same as Typc 84 

but with all addition of hi s falher' s 113ml.! 'ibn Slk:lIld:tr Shah as $ ult::lIl' I I.! son of SiJ..and:n Shah the 

Sult:U1 Thl.: ma rgltl 011 the lOP kft anuclock\\lsc reads al 17/ltIt»'crd hll uiyyull'/ M(d,k (I/·Mann(il/, 

'Strengthencd b~ ti ll' hdp of the gL!ncrolis God' 

Thc rc\crse k:gctld rs Ih.: sallie ~ the rc\crse ofT\jle B4 but \\l th a ddli:renl arrangelllt:nl Thl.: '1argmal 

legend 1$ durrba h:tzlhrs :' Ikbtu fi 'Arsah S:'Ilgaon s;urah salasa, 'ashra \\a sanUlU rnr )'ah. I.e the com \\as 

stnrck III 'Arsah S:ll~aol1 III the years ~ 13 A SlIllLljlT COUl IS III the collection of BNM and bears the nUllt 

nalllc Sik:lIldrabad X I J II '~ 

Tvoc B5 (a) SIh\rT:lIIl..a 

Same as above T) pc B5 but the obvcrsl.: legend IS in a qll:trterfoil havlIlg :I semicircular curve mSlyead 

rnstcad of the agee of T~ pe B5. Thl.: reverse is III a ci rcle: obverse margin dIffers in arrangl.:l1lel\t The 

rcvme margin hilS the dale g12 . 

I" : [Me, T\pc B P 1;7 COlIl no fl7 , 
"oJ BNM. Ace no 70 ')22 
If" BNM. Ace no 711. '),)1 
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T,'pc ao. Sih c;r Tank:1 

The ob\ crse bears the same lq;end os T~ pe a s 111 0 qttadn fod \\l thm eirelc \\I th the 3ddilion of Ih" /lye;\ 

Siirlh (/\ Std!(;n, 'son of 1l ~ has Shah the Sultans', oncr thl! word S ibndar Shah. the legend IS arranged in 

SIX Imcs 3nd the margm:i llcg\!nd is IIl1.: s;:une as th i,: 1ll:lrgliml lcgcnd of Typc a4 

The reycrSe legend IS the s;um: as the re\crsc legend of T) pe B5 ! c thl.' Icgend and des ls n :tre Ihe same 

The marglllal legerld 1$ the S31llC as T)lC B4 Ie H:'I(11':11 FmI7,,'lb3d bdatcd XY31'~ BM C has the dales 71) 01 

795 and 71)61" , 

T"p(; 97 Ih!:r T::lIIka 

The ob\crse legend IS III :. quartcrro,1 The legend IS tin; s::unc as the obH::rse legend of the TyJX: 86 but 

thc llla rgllllS I C OmLII II1j) Ihe \\ord ' r.,'l:lltk' of Type 116 

111C rc\crse legend IS the same as T)pc 86 bUI III a square and the :trrangclllcnts arc a bll dL ffe rent 111e 

M3rgin also dLffers a bl! It H( I(irlll (II firfizl7h(lci 11\ Hadr::n FII'UZ3b:.d datl;d X12 (BNM (,(, 210) also S13 

(BNM 66 227) 

T\p(; BM. SI I,\!r Tanka 

The ob\crse kgend IS ILl 0. quadn lobe the as same:lS T~p~ 8 7 :lnd thl,,; l q;~nd IS :llso Ihl,,; S~mll,,; <1.'\ Type 87 

h:wmg no m:l r~lLI al Icg~nd Th~ rc\crsc k;gclld IS ILl a octagon:t l :slar 111 SIX lilies Y"miil/l Khah70lltlhih 

'nght hand of the KI", ll f:lh of ;-\Il:.h', \\ h,ch h:ls bl.:l,,;l1 3dded at Ihl! begllll1lllg tht.: rest of Ihe legt.:nd IS tilt.: 

same ns nbovc com T\'pc 137 bUl lhe Ins{ IlIle IS KiJIJl/ulo KfJ"iifit(}1I/ mstlo:nd of Khll'"da Mlllkahif Le may 

Ius Khllaf:n be plo:rpctuall.-d 11le margin LS Illegible There are some va nCllCS of thi s t) pe ani) \\ lIh the 

change or the de~ lgLl leSl.:nds ofal1 lhl! \:;U lc!U .. :S :t ri,: the sallle as type BR 

Tvpt: 8S (b) Slh~r ~ 

111C obverse deSign IS Ih.; samc as Type 8 g (a) I C III a pl:ull area, tJlI.! n!H:rst: is in a multifoll (BNM 66 

243) 

T"x: 89 Slh~'f T:l1I~a 

n 'e obversc bears:t l c~l.'!1d slIl ll lar T~pc ax 11\ :' Circle h:\\ lLIg no nmJ"glll The h':\CrSe bc~m" the legend 111 

a Clrele In fh e lilies 01 {mum yaminl/" Jill/lajal na:\lr g}]ml.l'll l,\'/(Im '1..01 Mtulll";~t IS to some extent 

)'(1111 ;1111 Kill/fi,a/ Alltilt, L e right hand of the Khdafat of Allah third hne LS misslIlg which Ill:')' be 

cOllJccturcd as amidl 1/I1Il11111i" IMe mentIOned onc sLLch coin havUlg no I\\arglll with a note "v~ry poor 

e\:ecutlon" (I Me p 151J C0!t1110 S5) 

" •• lMe. p 157. COlli 11 (1 7~ 
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~IU Slh I,!I'Tall}...il 

The obverse bcars the kgl!nd '" a plam arca -nll! k gl!nd IS the same as T)ll\: A2's obverSI; Till; rc\crsc 

legend is III a Illu ill foll but ductollic glblhty IM e did not any rcading 0 other SpCell11Cn of this t)'PC IS 

knO\\11 Onl~ Ihrce fr:lCIiOnal coms of the Sultan arc known. h\o quarter tanka and one one~ lght tanktl 

Tvpc B II SlhCUU!1lf11."1' 11/.) Til nl..a 

The obverse legend 15 11\ a (m;11; III 1\\0 lines Ghi)'(1~ /I'cI clllI/yEt wa'ch;1 "succour of the \\orld and the 

reilglonN the regnal 11:11111; of Ihe Sultan The rc\erse bt,;,vs the rest of the legend III a circle ahlll mll;lI{f(lr 

A;Clm Sbflh en Slfl!(ill . 'j:lther of Ihe VIctOry Az.'lm Shah the Sultan' Till! KunY:lh :lnd the proper name 

have tx.'t.:11 IIlscribed Oil the n,:vl,!rse TllCre IS no dale or millt n:lme on the coin TIle \\eight is 2 56 gram 

and diameter. 17 mill 

T\'pc Bl 2 Sll vt!.r qua_Tlcf __ r:u~ 

The obverse bear$ Ihe legend III three lines III a p!:Jin afea. !ibnhl A?Clm hili Sikandlir Ti le legend should 

bc read from the second hne uq\\ards then the last Ime I e Azam Shah son of Slkandar'. The relicrsc bears 

the legend III a pl:1I11 arc..l IIll hrec lilles Ihn tly'h· Sill;h el,\ SII/r(in 'son of ll~:t$ Shah the Sull:l n' "nlcrc IS 

no date or mini Ilaml: on the.: com: th e.: Wl: Ig/lIIS 2.20 grams rmd dlalllctcr 15 Illlll 

T\ pc Il I3 SII",'rQIU..'ell.!in tY.l Tanka 

TIle obverse 11\ p l~ 1Il :HI!.:I bi,.~lfS Ihe l e!t~nd III 1\\0 lilles MII;a/lar A;wll Father of \ I C IO~ A Z,101 ·'h: 

re\crse IS a 1'1::1111 Mel \\Ilh t\\O IUles o. lso !Q)(/llat/o Allah Killm/liialw. 'M :t~ Allah perpet uates IllS 

Khllo.fut ' The \\cl1::hl of the COIil IS. I 26 ~rllll s :md dmm:tl er I () llun 

We hl\C been IIl tanlled Ih:.l l AZ:lIll Shah rebelled a~a ins { Iu s bther and sel Ius adllllll1stratl \C he;ld qU;lrter 

III Son:ugaon BllI Iht' d:ltcs of mOSl of hiS COIllS from MUaZl.lll13bad ( on:lrsaon) :trc not clem So. It IS 

vcr;. dillicult to ;)sccrlalll 1m. date of n;\oll as "e ll as hIS date of ascenSIon to Ihe th ronl.! III Fm,z.1bad. as 

\\ell as thl! date of th!.: death of Slkandar As the coms struck from MuaZZ3mabad and Satgao\\n have no 

mention about th.s fathef's nallle and nor even Ull.! fannula 'Sultan ibn Sultan' Thc.:y show IllS rcbdhon, the 

coins arc Type B I mc! lIdlllg lIS varieties. Type B3 and T) pt.' Btl 

T)'pc5 A I. B L 6 3 :lud [34 Ic'!.:al Ihm In these t) pt!S AZ,:Ull did nOl mcntlon IllS IJa rcntage. use Ihe la nnul:l 

su ltan ibn Sui Ian • to dellole his royal :tI\CCSlry . Among the Type 8 1 iTlcludlllg liS venUes should gct 

special nollce because pfolJalJl > thiS t> pc wo.s the Issued by the SUlt.Ul dUring hIS rebellion In this I) pc 

Az.lm Shah did 110t claim hli llsdf 'the great Suhan' bU l \\:\s contented \\ Ith the 'Strengthened b~ the 

slIpl'(ln of the ~kfCllld ' On the reverSe of thIS T~ pc B I Alam Shah tnlroduccd a ne\\ fo nnu!:1 'Nom ul 

1.(' St:llllcy Lallc - Poole. The coins orthc Muhammadan tales or India in thc British Museum lhcnccrOrth BMC), 
London Bnllsh Museum Trustccs, 1 8~5. pp 2(, - 27. Com nos flO, 6 1 & 63 , PI 111 
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Islam \\'al f ... lushmm' 1I1'vcr usw by 3.rl} prevIous sultan He al so used 'nWlt hand of Aminll Muminm 

instead of 'NaSlnl' ( 1 Idp~r) Amlnd MlIImnm He probably lM all II1LS 10 d"lC:rcnel~h.: from hiS !":ilher's 

cams Ii \\ ould be pO$.slblc 10 "no\\, tile aewal date of rc\o l! If ckarl) dated COlliS \\Crc found . But most 

these COinS h,we uncle:tf d:'lcs Only one com frolll Salgaon 11\111\ has a clear date of 7YO (Type B I (b)) 

and a caul of MU:tZz.1111:lbad mmt g. \ ell III BMC (no 57. pi III ) most probabl) also has the same dale 

T) pc B I (c) Though Ilu: BMC !Fl \C the date as 7YO but there IS no room for UIlII digit bel\\Cen ahad of 

MU '(lZZ(lmaQ(ld alld Tt\ '/II (N Incl)'). if \\e do 1101 Olllit the word Sema" therefore. the readIng 1110St probabl)' 

\'rlll be 71)0 Slbndar's COins from Salg.10n arc found wIlh thc dale 7~7 so betw(..-cn 7'67 to 7~O the revolt 

happened and plob:lbl~ A'z.1m Shah started to slnke eOIilS III 1115 own name frol11 MUzauaJllab:ld 111 790 or 

one or twO ~cars e:lrlier T~pc Bl (a) is isslIl.!d from the Illlllt 'Jannatabad':ls described in thl.: BMC (COIll 

No 52 & 53)11,1 But ~l ll th l.:sc eOlils have dates cui 00· thl! fbn or are of unclear date and :llso the J11l1lt 

name IS pUllchcd Or cO";:tccd IIlciuding the BNM speellllens Most prob.1b l ~ the Illint narll l! could be 

'Chatgaon' as suggested b) Bhattashali l!Uo If illS taken to be correct then It \~ ould reveal that after Azam's 

revol! hI! gr.ldlla ll ~ sprl!ad Ius sp hcrcof pQ\\(:r Q\er the lands adjacent to Sonargaon;'\l1d III 7YO he captured 

Salgaon also. \duch lHought ul tllll 'lIc l ~ bOth falher and son to dll.: b:lttleficld 

T~pc 82 Onl) onc COlli IS knO\\ll. though fathl.:r Sikand:lr's name has becl1 IIlscnbed in thiS lypl.: )Cl It 

could be an carher I ~ pc of A'zam Shah. the I:."ecution is vcry cnldl! The re\ ersl! legend ofT)'pc B I IS also 

used In th l.: rcvl!rsl! of thiS t)1>C. 11115 could be the carli l!st com of Az..'lm Shah JUSt as a test case before Ius 

prOCl3.rnatlOn of the rcbellion. which is demOllstmtcd. by Typc B I COIUS. 

Type 83 com's flans arc 100 sma ll 10 Conlalll the mal'gll1al Icgend so IllOSI of the coin's mini name and 

dates are Cli l ofT In thiS I, pc's reverse AZ:l111 Shah used a new formllia IIcn.'r lISl!d before by hun 111 IllS 

COIl1S. 'ma) Allah pcrpl!luate hiS govcrnml!nt and l1l:ly Allah perpetuate 111::. kll1gdom' In onc such COlli Ihe 

IIUllt IS cll!:lr 'Arsall Salgaoll So. the Il.:gend IIldle;\lCS that hiS com l1la~ bl.: one of IllS car l ~ COIllS dllrmg 

IllS rcbelilon Hcn.: lor the first !tllll.: 'Sultan' h:ls bccn prdi'l:cd 10 hiS namc ih l~ :l$uddm 

Typ\.: 84 has. for Ih l.: firs t tlm c the IItlc "as Sullanu'l AZJ.I11" 111 the l11arglll and also thl.: words (1/ 

muwnyyulu h(/lri.\:\'IJI~ Malik al" /(abml/fl in the marg,ill without mentlollll1g hiS parentage Thl! IlHnt name 

IS 'Hazrat Flnl z.1bad', :lnd IIldlC:ltcS thaI thl! su lttl1l was rcslding there 111at is It was simck from the 

capital So. ItS d:lle IS \Cl) unpon:lnt The c:lrhesl or thls type Slarts from 795 ThiS date could be declsi,e 

fac tor for Ihl! chronolog~ of Az:lm Shah It ma) help us to fix the dale of the death of Sikand:tr Sh:th 

Unfortunately no cll.::trl~ d:lll!d COlli earhcr 10 794 is fOli lldt
l'l9 1110ugh IMC. II , gnve rhe date of such coins 

as 793 11u and thl.: SUppkllll..'nl 10 the IMC :llso recorded such dates but did nOt give any Illustmtions" l. 

I'" BMC. p. 2.l . oolh the COIl1~ dated 1\:111AH 
I'ot< Coins ,!lid Cllorollolo&, p 1X 
1'" 6M C. COlli 110 (,(i I)1 III. clcar t ~ rc,·cals the d:l\c 
II" IMe type B. COlli No (,7 
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Bh::l.ttnsall rC)t.:ch.:d tht.: datt.: of IMe and Kanm did IIOt acct.:pt the n.:port of tht.: suppl. to IMe dut.: 10 the 

lack of IlluSlr:1.110nS of sol id COIIlS of 793 lllcreforc:H present state of our kno\' ledge we ma) stick to. 791 

as th.; l:ist datI! for Slkal1d ~H .:Ind 79 .. for Alam's. though there IS CWr) pOSSlblllt)' of (.:.'( lcn510n of am.: ),c:tr 

fo r both I c 7'J 1 All m:t~ c. ... lend lIl)IO 792 :!.nd 7')4 may advanct..-d to 7~3 1110 m ;l$ mentioned ' Ikanda(s 
". com dated 792 • and \\t.: h3\'e COIilS of Az.."1.m elated 793 III suppl IMe , 1 I If these two dates arc correct 

(dlle 10 Ihe non a\:ul:lblht~ of the I)holographs \\1,; M e nOI III a poslUon to fix thc chronolol) wi th 

certamtv) thell the ,,;H bet\\eclI father alld son lila) be fixed III 792 and from 71)3 AZ.11ll assumed power III 

Flruzabnd The reH'rse of T~ pc B-4 IS sundar 10 the rt.:\erse legend of SIJ..ander's T) pes 86. 98, Onllltillg 

the first port ion of Ymiifll Kha/i)o/ AIlcih Type B4 ranges from 794 to 799AH and have bcx:n struck also 

from the nUllt 'Arash Satgaoll but date not readable Type 85 IS samc as Type B4 but wi lh an 3lter31101l III 

the obverse m:uglll \\ Ith (If lIumy)'cld ha ftiY)'Idl) Malik (If M OIlIfiin Ollll(lHlg 'As Sult!lJlul A'?nm 31 Mn.lIk 

nr Ral,lIlIan' AI M:.hJ.. 31 R31UllaJl. and 31 M3J ,k ::II M::Inn:ln bOlh the legends ha\'t.: Ihe sallie 1II1!:t1ll1l:; ':lIld 

there II) a sllghl thangt! 111 Ih t.: ob\..:rsc dcsign Thl! ob\'erSI! legend has his lather's nalllc aller A'~'lm Shah 

in the third lint.: therc IS (Jbn Sik:tndar) and fourth llIle IS (Shah) 11le revcrse design and Icgcnd art! samc 

as Type B5. but Typc 135 coins are only from Satgaon wi th a later dates lS 12 and I) J 3. One of th iS rypl! 

sho\\s a nc\\ Illlllt naml; SIk3ndarbad dated 813. the COlli is in the coll ection of BNM (Ace No 70 993), 

not been noticed III an~ c::Ito.logue or sou rces 

Type 86 The kgt.:nds and dt!signs an! as same <1S Type 94 but only with the n.ddltlon of ' Ibn Sikandar 

Shah Ibn lI y3S Shah as ultn.n' lftl!r the IllIrd JIIlC reveaJlIlg the complete genealogy of the family For thc 

first tllne the names of the fa ther and grandfather an..: used 111 COlliS, The obverse margnlS an; also sallie 

though t~pe 0(, ubI erSt conl;)1 115 Ille legend III 51\, Iitles Om: of lhe COlliS Of lhl s t~ pe descnbed III IMe. II. 

No 73 dated 7iJ3 but I3hat!asah 0 11 re· ..:. ... :.lllllling thc COlli rCJl!ch,'tIlhe d':l1C III favour of elah ... d K(JO plusl". 

T~pc 87 IS 31 nloSt Ih t! S;lmc as T~pc 66 Tilt onl ~ dlflcn:nce IS In the ob\ crSI! marglll. \\h leh IS Similar to 

the margHl:l1 1cgl!nd of T)pe B5. only olnlttlng the \\ord al Maltk. and rcplaclilS al Mannan \\Itll ar 

Rahman. Thl: ob\ erse deSIgn IS In a qu:tdnlobl: bu! the rC\-I:r5C deSign IS :t square and the mint IS Hadr3t 

Fmllabad da!ed X J 2 The datt: IS given III numer:-als which have been \\'Ton~l ~ rcad in IMe. li the obvc.rsc 

margm has nOt been mentioned 111 IMe, but IS VISible III the IIIu.stratlon . Karun also noticed it III Ius 

COrpll S I I~ 

Types 6 ~. BlJ alld Bill The ob\ crsl.! legends 3re s hgh!l~ different 111 llIle arrangell\l!nt and deSIgn. The 

reverse legends all! ;llso saHle as B7's, Bg has an addit ion of Yam/nil JQ)(IIitlil Alltih at the beginning and 

III Suppl. IMe, I)P .1 '.1- ;;(1, COlli nos, 80 - S I 
II! Edward Thomas Inll ial COIlI\l1l1: of Bcng;.II. illlroduccd b~ I he Muh:,lIllmad:IIIS on 1 heir eon'1ucSI of the Coulltry. 
MIWU 10 Kntl (AD 1201 - I jlj7) (hcnccronh ICB. I). Henford Stct)hCll AIISIlIl. IxMl. pp 71 ·72 110 2(J. 
II I COlliS \l lId Chor0I10101;;.\ . p 
11. CorpUS. p.5'.1. Type, 13 
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Khllllida Klflhijmuhu. In Type BY the beglnnmg IS 'al Imam Y~ lIllnu ' l KJlIl3fut.. In B 10 only OIlC COlli 

mentioned 111 I ~K, II thl.: n,:\-crsc legcnd IS nOI decipherable But Type B X :lnd B9 arc mort: Imp0rlan t 

been lise I hc~ denOH: the stale as 'KllIlafat' and dum of'allm::tm' \\lllch Indlcales Uml like 11I~ fhtht.:r A'UIIIl 

Shah also bloughl conslltutlona l change; from mulk 10 Khdaf.'lt The ruler IS the Khahfl as mdu;atcd b\ 

'AI- Imam', though h\.'. Id .. c hIS father called himself 'Y:ullInu'l Klulaf;ll I c nglll h:Uld of the; K.tulafat or 

Khahf:u Allah He did nO' usc Ihe word Khailfa for hllnsclf but has comented with 'AI·lmam' all 

t:qu lvalcnt for 'Kha ll f.'lh ' It IIld,catcs Ihal for the need of the hour he cia lined himself as Khalifa and hiS 

kmgdom IS a Klul3fnt blu at the snrnctllnc could 110t throw :m3~ thc \'cnerat lon for the KllIlaf:u h 01:1)' bc 

mcntloned he;rc that he did 1101 sho\\ Ius allcgl3l1cc 10 an) parllcular cxistmg Khahfah but to the Khahfu t 

Alloh I c. the Inslltutlon of Khllafat cstabllshed by the prophet 111e reverse design of Type 68 IS a new 

deSign mtroduc1..-d b~ A'z:ull Shah· an octagonal Sln r Type B 10 obverse shows the culmmatlon of the 

obvt.:rsl! legends of \unous l~p!.:S of A'lam Shah In the absence of dated roms of various types it IS 1101 

possible 10 ascel1.alll thl' dat~ \\hl.:n A'za..m Shah procla llncd lhe Khali fu as \\cli as the Khltafal A'zam 

Sh:lh's rl.\Cllollal COIns :m= fare nnd onl) three :trl! known :lnd published 111 SeA No half lanka has been 

found Scenuse of:l one· eighth t:lnka. It IS reasonable to asSUIllC Ill:l1 Ius Imlf t:lllka dcnomm:Ulon was also 

III use 

On the baSIS of the Jbo\e diSCUSSion \\e Illay jix Ihe SI:UUng dale of A'zam Shah's 1/ldepr.::ndt.:l1t rule fronl 

794 upto ~ 1 3 ullh ccl1:lmt\ Though some coins arc bems rcJd with thr.:: date 71.)3 but there IS evc!') 

possibi lity of that Ix:lIlg 71)6 So we shall havc 10 wall for a clearly dated COI1lS of 792 and 793 of clther 

Sikandar Sh3h or A'l.'llll shah to setllc the comro\'crsy ,\\ prescllt wc may ri ,\ 1115 du rauon of reign os an 

JIIdcpendcllI Sullan Sl;"'h!en years and hiS rebelliOUS period Ina) be countcd from the ) ear 7gK UplO 792 

Az:un Shah ISSlled COlliS from the milliS used by hiS falher Sikandar except the IlllntS of 'Ars:lh Kamn.L und 

Shar-I-Nnw A l1e\\ 1111111 named Slkalldarabad ' w.:ts IIIlroduccd by A'z.am Shah III comm~moratlon of hIS 

father 111e locatIon of fhl' pbec IS not known, as fhe COlliS d3tcd ~ 13 arc 3150 stnlck from f' 1I111..'l.bad the 

111m! Sikandarabad IIl ~t~ be (COlli date also X 13) In Ihe subllrb of thl.! c..1pual Flfuzab'ld or It cou ld be; the 

111;\\ C ll ~' Shahr·I-IIJ\\ of I~ther ond grand fafhds Itille rCIl!lIll1..-d aller Sikand:lf b~ AWl11 Sh;lh 
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4. Sifudd in Halll1.:lh 813-81511410 - 141 2 

On (he dl:ath of Ihl: third Su ltan of Ihe lIyas Shahi dynasly Ghiyasuddin A'1 .. 1m Shah his SOil and succeSSQr 

Saifuddlll 1131117":1 asc..:nth:u thl: thronc and assumoo th l.: tltl l.: of Suhan-us Salatin ll) J lamz."1.h's COIilS 5ho\\ 

that he was swom III to: 1 ~A I -I III> t\'lohar Ali qu olmS the conlcmporal) Al"3b 11isIonans IIlcludlllg AI ·F:1SI, 

ca t cgon ca ll ~ tdls u:; th:\I, A 'L.l l1l Shah du.:d III KI-UI41 1· 12 and 110tm KI3 , as h;\s hllhcno bcen supposed 

0 11 ti ll,': basIs of his COlli datl:s ll1 On the other h:l.Ild Abdul Kanm mentloned_ 111 the Corpus. Ihat cOins of 

HamJah d:lh,'d KI3 ;Ind KI4 AI-I hm\; bt:C1l tound fl om th..: 1I1Inis of Flruzabad, Mu'azz;unabad and 

Satgao/1") Shrllllsuddill Ahmad has gn l:n Hamz.l Shah 1\\0 ) cars, on thc eVldcnce of COIllS. 1411-

12eE I e X 13 :lnd X I~AH "'j LeI us first look into the coins of Halllzah . hah Only his silve r coins have 

been dlsco\ er..:d al1d ~m: of tola \\l.:lghl slalldcrd TIlough he ruled for :l shun pt:nod bu t two types of 

denollllllatlOnal COIilS kne been found. Total sevcn typcs of CaUlS ma), be accrtamed on the basIs of 

Hamzah Shah's coill kgends. FI\'C Iypes III filii lanka and twO types ofdcnol1llllational tankas, 

T\pc 81. SII \erT:IIlI-:1 

The obvl.:rsc bc.ars the nallle of the Sultan 5 1111pl~ \\llh Ills nalTle SlIIj ,,'" ulIII)'fi l~a'" dtn and Kunyah as 

tlhii'/ mlljtilm(, Ihclllhc (lltll1I ~/(lm!nh Shflh, and the parcntage Imc tip to IIY:Is Shah cnding Wi th Sultan 

The rc\'crse bears Ihe fonnula nfl,IHII (1lIIir ,'I mll'mmlll .'hel pl.: r of the amlnll I11U 'l11 l1l1n' I e Khalifa and 

JdJmlJ /1'/ "!ei m 11(11 /III/Ifill/i" , Succour or Islam ~lIld \ ·Iusllllls'.khuliida lIlull..ahu, ma~ his klllgdolTl bc 

perpaluah.:u Tilc margillal kgl.:l1d IS (limbo Iflt;O\ slklcalu fi Ijadral J<irfr;:{)hii" .I(lnah .~a!lI:l'lI 'o$aro IVa 

~(lmliml III/yah. 'th iS COlli \\as strll ck rrom Hadral Fimz.1bad III Ihe yea r X 13 K;:lril11 ~ave onl) one d-alc X 14 

for his 'A' I)pe COlliS from the 1111111 f'mlzabad , but WI,; have a photograph \\hlCh bC:1 rs the dalc of 

K 13AHI
: " 

l\vc B2 Slh cr Tanka 

Thc obverse bears the same legend as I)-pC B I but only uplO hi s fS lher's 11::1I\\e. 1 c SlII/ ud duttyo wad ,lti, 

ahu} flw;i/h,d l;Ium::all Shtfh (1,1 Sul!t'ltl, tht.: legend Inscribed in a squarc and four scgml!l1tnl ma rgi l1s be:lr (1/ 

tnll'"J'yml h(IUI '/y /(1 tlr R(lipnim. I C 'st n:nghthcn~d b~ the suppon of th t.: MerCiful' The revcrse 15 Ihe 

S:1I1H.:: as T~ pc U ['s r'C\crse. 1111111 f't rll2..1bad ThiS type struck from Sntgaol1 :lIsa. d::t tcd g13 1
!1 

11\ T A, vol , 111 . P U,5 . RI~:t/ _ P 1(1) 
11~ HB.I1.p II') 
I I' HMB, IA. pp [~~ _ I~ (, :II F:151 was II tcacher or Ihe M:ldra5a h budl b) Ihe dOIl:IIIOIl of A'/l1 lH Shah III Makkilh, 
ArabiC text footl1ote 2. I) [H _ 

I., Corpus.. P (.9 
.19 A B M Soullsuddl1l Ahmcd, ullpublished thcsls. p. 122 
1:01 PhOlogtllph pro, ided b~ Dr J S Dcyell 
.:1 COrpIiS. lypc B. P (,7 
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Tv!)\; S:i Sl h crJ":} I1~:t 

The ob\\:rsc bc-;u:- til..; kg..:nd III a pbm :'In.:~ al nIl/IIY)lo(/ 1](1 rciytr/t r J«I~l/n(lf/ ,\w/II(I c/llIlYClII(l'U c/ti, (filii" 

mllj(i/ud ~fam=(/h SIIilll /hn /1 '; (1111 .\!wh (/\ SIII{WI Ilu s Icgend IS 10 some e'l:h.!111 Ihe sanle :lS ,hI.! legcndof 

I ) Il l! 9 2 If \\e b..:gm from Ih t.: marginal legend orT~ pI.! 02 

The n:\'l.! rsl.! b\.'arS III a Circle n5SIr //'/ /,\'Iiim 110'1 11I11,\·It"';II ynmillll am;r 1'/ mlt'mmill. 'Helper or Islam and 

Ihe MuslimS. ng.ht h:lnd of Ihe leader of Ihe bellcvcrs' nle.: mini l1ame and dale :ue inscribed It1 the 

margnmllegend around Ihe clrclc. which is Illegible (C<II 110. I ~O) . 

Tvoc 84 Slh crTal1ka 

The obvcrse be:'lrs 111:'1 pl:\l11 .:lfC.:l allmam (II o';nnl 01 ha~1 1 Smlll'd chlll)'li 11(1'(/ (Hn ahli" IIIlI/ellml f/o/llzo!J 

Sbi'ih.' th !.: greal Inl:'lill (Ie:lcil:! r). !he generous Sullan. sword of Ihe "orld al1d Ihc rehglon. f:tlher of Ihe 

"arnor lI:n117:1h . h:'lh:l :-: 5ullal1 Shamsuddll1 Ahl1l:td placed thi s COIII:'lS 'F' l ~ pC IIllhe Supp!. 10 IMe. II 
, .. 

:tnd ga\c Ihe n::'Idlllg tI1l1 \:rcnll~ Thl' COlli lIa s 1IIIIstr;!led Karlill JIISI follo\\ed tillS n:adlllg BUI dm; 10 

the blur bOlh $c hol:lrs nu:-:n:ad II. :lI1d should be corrected 

The rC\ol!rsc b.:,ars abo III :l plalll su rface yamiml /.;l)(i(ifol A lhill n(i.YIYU {lm;r, '1 m/l' mlnin SIII!'/" liS Safritl;' 

/Ikandar /IX ,}tmi Js!..mllida kl"!iiIClfllhll.'Rlght hand (I C. hclpcr) of Ihe " Iccgcrcnl of Allah. hdpcr of em"",., 

mu'mmm. ullan of th~' Sullans. second AI ... ander. m:ly IllS Khlla f" l be pcrpehlah:d The n:admg of the 

l'C\crsc kgcnd IlkcllUI(//'1/1 limi has bcen mlsn::ad b~ both schol;lI'S (Cal no I X I) 

~h~rTanl..~ 

The obvcrse IS I1lscnbed III :l plam :'Irc:\ The Aroblc legend III SIX hncs IS Smlll'd clulI)11 I ~a'd thil ill 

II/II/fllu(/ IF I"hilt'/, Ua"lIIim ~b(/"i"II(I'(/h"cll\(I': :(lmun !jtlfl/:llh .'ijltlh (/1 ,111I/!l111. 's\\ord orlhe \\orld and 

thl.; rl.!il!;lon thl.; \\Jrnor mlhl.; path of the MerCiful Khali l:' oflh l.; 111m: and age llanlzah Shah the Sultan 

Thc rc\crsc k gclld IS III a ht.:'I::lgonul area ),l1l11il1l1llJhlliifal 1fI',~1rI1 amin' I mu'mmin SlIlf/in 1/1' ,)(Im!in 

Il'kmdrl' 1/ \ !lim!' &11l1ll1d(l khdii/a/allll. 'right hand of thc klllbfat helper of the leadcr of the bclu':H:rs Sli itall 

of the Sulw l1s s~eond ak":I nder 11l ;1 ~ hi S longdol11 be parpelu:ltcd' 1 c the rc\ l'rsc legend 1:- Ihe S~ 1ll1! as Ihe 

reversl.; of T~ pc B.l Thrt.:\: segmellts of thc l11~rgll1 arc illeglbJc.. bUI the olh\:r Ihree arc cle~r :'lud conlam 

Iht.: mmt Mlllc and dalc tdllo';:zlJmti had .wllall ~/j I.c.l hc coin W:'IS struck 111 1ua'Z7.amnbad 11\ 

XI 5AHI
!1 ((':'It nu 11'2) 

I!! Ibid. P ('(', Suppl IMC" II. P 5-', COlli 110 11 5 pI III 
I!I Mohd RCI.:ltll K:1rI1lI "RaI'C COllIS o f BC;,II11bal.' l1 HO,l rd ,lIId Choronology o r SullallS or Bengal" III Sylhcl IiI SIOI) 

and Hcruagc. Sh.lr1filddlll ,·\hmed tcdllCd ) DIMkrl B.lIIglndcsh IIllm:t S:II11111. I ')'),). ]l (.17 ThiS IlI ;t 11 ~'\\ I~pc and 
I1C\\ dal \.'d com published lor Ihe rlrsl lime 
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TUN S6 S,I\ C[ Half'f'MlI~a 

TIle ob\crsc bcar!ii thc Icgend ,lim/lid dl/lJyif "oU (/!." (lhn'l mUJtillld f/amz(lh Sh<7h (tl 'ul!on I e olll ~ the 

Sull<l ll'.)o nallle \\Jthoul 1)1.)0 p;uentagc TIIC reverse bears Ihe legend nQ.\/rII tlllllr ,'I nm'mmlll, no mlill or 

dale on the m3rglll Thl.: \\I.:Iglll Oflhc COIll IS Ii 12 gr:'ltll (C:l1 no IX1) 

T'l)c 61 S,iw[ lIU';"';ll!hlh T;lnka 

TIlt.: Ob,,::N: bc.:ar .. tlk: k:gc.:lld on l~ III t\'O hnes, I/CI/Hz(lh :i/.1t111 The revl.:rsc con tamS the legend III Ihn:c 

hnes, (II SII/f(;11 Ihl! A ';11111 ~liIh. no mml or date on Ihe marglll Both the Std~ 3re pbl1l 

DenOIl1Jtl:lltOI\;,\! COlliS of the Sultant I)CnOO 3S a "hole e"' lrernl~ rare P robabl~ these 1\\0 arc the onl~ 

'" ktlO\\11 fracllonal COlliS of Hamzah Sh<lh • ((;'It. 1101 1'(4) 

As n:ga rds the usc of legcnd tn the COtns of S:ufuddtn T)pe B I sho\\s S lll1pl ~ the namc of the Sultan and 

ht s p:m:nw,ge as ttli llah:d b\ S,k3ndar and follo\\cd b~ Gll1~:\sudd1tl a'zmn ;md 1115 son 'rufuddlll ll\ SOllie 

coms the fa (hd!!. nom!.: \\:-IS used onl~. In some others uplO the name of thc gn.:m grand f:llher I e , ll ~as 

Shah In Ihe abSL'nc..: of an~ record tillS facilitates the gel1eolog) of the fml11l~ The rc\ ersc sho\\ s t1IC usual 

fomlula "«-ll/'" ami,,'/I1II1'mmin, gboll~II'II,\lcjm "ltl miultlllm \\ hlch tx.'C.1I1lC a tradition for cams oflhe 

11\ ass Shal1l nile .... I:\cept I" as Shah the d;\tes arc X D and X 14, 5truC~ from Fm.ll_,bad mill! 

T~ IX' 132 :'Itld B ~ b~;\1 bdolc the nam\: of the Sultan thc \\ords "am.: stn,'nglhened b~ Ihe suppan of the 

i\lcrclf"I' ThiS as :llrc:ld, u!iicd III hiS fat her's and grand father's COlliS. SIk,II1d3r used 'al \\:lSlq' IIlstcad of 

'al mltaY~ld ' and III the~.: (\\ 0 ' ~ IX:S th l,,' gelH.:o log~ lIas on" IIpto th l! blhl!r'!, na me. most prob.1bl~ It \\as 

diU': 10 Ihl! .. hortagl! of spa..: .... 

TIle reI crse legcnd of t~ pc [12 IS tlte S:'Ime as T~ pe B I 's bUI t ~ pc 8 1's re\ crse has a ne\\ I(.."gcnd 11\ \\ Illch 

the Sill Ian pr od:llllled hUl1sclf 'helper of Islam and t\'lushms' :lIld 'rlgln hand (help) of thc k:adcr of the 

bcl,,\ crs' Th t.)o formula 'n;\!!.tnl'! isbill \\;1;'1 Musl lllun' \\35 IIltroducc..-d b\ 1I :1I111.'lh'$ fa ther A'lA'un Shahr ~' 

:l1Id I\JS follO\\cd b, Ihe former r\ pc B2 has been lound from F1I11o:.abad 1Il1lt! and :l.IgaOIl nHllt b ut t ~ pc 

131 '5 11111\\ IS tllcgrbh.: 

T~ j)l: 84 and 8 5 :In.: \C" Important III respect of thc Icgcnd, III T~pe B~ 'S ob\crsc Hamzah proclallllcd 

hUllSclf as 'a l irnalll al ,\ 'z.,m'.'grc,,'ltesl Icadd and 01 hOlt! 'the munificent' :l ne\\ Icnn used III IllS cams 

In I ~ pc B~'s obl..:rsL' hc prOCbll1lL'CI like his gr:l1ld fath..:r tI/ nllI/lihlli /1 lohiJ or R(I{WIlIII and also 

proclaltm:d 1111111\'" :t !> "lIallf:l. MIl/lllllll/'l '(lilt! "tI': :lIImm.'Khallfa of Ihc tlillC and ;lgc' Alrcady \\c 

lIotlccd Ih;!lllllll~"s Sh,1I11 rulers except lI~as Shah procl:ulI1cd thcll1sches as Khahfa Slk:rndar used both 

I'·' • SeA, II 50 COIIt itO 7s, nu, 
r!" MC, 11. p l ,n 
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th!.' h;nll 'al Imam and Khallra', A'zam's com \\ilh al Imam hns nOt )'l:1 b":l:n found but It IS l:vldCnllhat il 

\, III come oul 0111.' d:'l\ Ikc:lllSI.' Halll Z:'Ih \\ II h n short rul l.' lI si,:d both th l.' lilies (1/ Imiilll "I A '; (/111 and 

Igwlilll /II'I '{ ,/If/It(l': :W/W/I on Ihl.' olhl:r hnnd Sika nd:-.r onl~ USl:d ';\5 Sultan u'l A'zam \\ al Khnltl .... t u'l 

Mu'nZ?,..,m', Ie 'gn.::lI l:st Sultan and gre;u Kh:lll fu' but Hamz..,h had the grc., ter 11th,.: 'Khahfa of Ihe :lge and 

Ili llC' and also 'a ll ll1;Ull ', Ill !.' gr!.'at lcader 

The re\ crsc of both " pe<; H-I nnd B5 bea r almost the S:lllle I cgelld~~hl: \\ as not onl y 'rtgln 1l:'llld of Ihe 

Khlbf:u or hdp!.' r 01' AIII II" II'1 Mll'IllIll In' but he "':'IS 'Sull:1I1 of th!.' Sultans' ;lIId :llso 'SeCOI1l.l alc'i:lndd alld 

III thc end of the legt.:lld :L \\lsh IS recorded th::t! 'IllS Khtlafal (not mulk) ma~ be perpetuated' So thesc two 

t~l)CS arc lI11por1illl! T~ pc B-1 havlIlg no m<lrgi n or d::tlc bill Bj has a new dat!.' for Hamzah 1 !.' X I j AH und 

Ihe 1I111l{ IS i\'lu'aUaIH:lb.ld T~ I)L; 65 IS a new I)'P\; for liamzah and IIldl~11 i,:S HalllLlh's pos ilion We :lrc 

told th:ll the nobk~ g:I\,: Ihe llIk " ult:l1l liS 5:ll:'ltlll" to 1l :l1l1zah Tht..: rdon:. Ius com I'pe B4 ~nd B5 

f\:\e:L1 s th:l l h!.' '\:1:> "h:1111:1 ot' I h~ 11Il1l' :md ::tge. S~cond Ak ... :mdl.: r :lIld also Su lt:ln of lhc 5u lt:llls. :lllthCS\; 

tndtcatcs th:lt heron,; IllS lIlu rd..: r b~ hiS slave lit 8 15 he mlt11:1ged to consolid:lte his po\\t.:r :l.nd prestige 

All thiS mf'onn:'ll IOII from Ihe coms SUPPOl1S the praise of Hamuh madc in Ta\\,:lnkh~I~Fmshta :lnd 

Tabaqat- H\ kb:l n ';" Though some hIstorians probabl~ mistakeilly ~I st.: r ibcd IlLS credentIals to his fulhcrl~' 

AI least IllS COIilS SPl::ll.. \\ell of hlill HIS Ill IIllS sho\\ that ht..: retained all the territories Ih:lt ht.: inherited 

frolll hiS f.1.tl h:r '\$ :l SUCCC$SOI of great nLiers hke 11) as. Sikandar and A'7 .. 111l Shah_ H:tmz.ah inheritoo a 

firml~ eswbhshed lIl:lchIllCT) of Sultanal HIS f::t ther A'um Shah send lots of moncy for the chantable 

(kcds m th l.: h() l ~ CIlIt.:S, \1af.. b h :lnd M:ldJlla and m::tdc IUlllsd f in tcrn ;lIion:lll ~ knO\\ 11 As Successor of hiS 

f:uhcr t-i:unz:lh IIl1ghl h.l\c h:ld IllS qualilles. \duel! h:lS been IllL'lltlOlled b\ Ih..: lustorians I k' could 11;1\1.: 

Ilounshed but thc IllnCh lll,lllon UfG :Ult.:sh alld unllll1d~ lIIu rder b~ IllS s l;l\c slopped cvcT)'thJIIg. It Ill:l) be 

aSSll llled Ih;\1 h iS father and ford':l lh\;(s ..:amed nalll": and faille :lud len :1 tj nlll ~ 1.:1'1 :1 bhshed suital1 tL l AS :l11 

ltlt.:rl1a th :11 h:l~ UI.o,\:1l CUIl! II1 UI.o-d dun ng hiS short rul l.: beca u~e It IS rl.:asolKlbk to bd l!.'vc Ihat onl~ Sulta n 

GIH~asudd ll l A'l:l1L1 \\.1:-- <kacl bUI \\hok adm lll1slr:lI l\c machm:lT) of thl! 1I 11:1I1:l1 \\:lS Iell IIl t;}C! 10 blo! 

ItIhcntcd b~ H:lI llz:lh 

H:Ullzah Sh:lh's tOIilS (If..: struck frOnllhe thri,:c mints, Firuz'lb:ld (\\Itlt aJ Firuubnd, or Hndrat Firuzabad), 

S:lIg:lon (\\ 1111 ' Ar~;l h) :md r\<ltl ':l7.7":lm:lb:u! (wllh Iqlil11). :IS h:15 b'-'C1l ment ioned c..l rhcr TIll.: d:1h.: of th t.: 

coms of H:UllZ(lh :lIC X I" KI -I,:l lld 1515 AH ,\I Fasl'S report th:.! Ghl~aslldd lll dM111l It 14 :llld presencc of 

Ihe Il:Imz:lh's C() III ~ 01 XI, ere:ll!.' a problem for th l.: time of dcatll of A'7~'1ll and succession of 

H:lmz:lh.Mos! probabh ..11 Fn~ 1 IS correci in his narration bcc:msc he W:lS the IC:lchcr of the Madrasah 

,:st;luII Shcd and rUIi I" t h~' t.: nclo\\ m!.:nt of A'zam Shah And the COlli dale of Ilmllzah. 81 3 is crislynl d enr 

1;'·QII01Cd In HB II ' hI.: \\ ;t !>:1 f..ll lg. br;I\ C P:11 1CIlI :l nd kind BC:lc:msc or hlS IlIl c lll~cncc and pr;tCllc:11 c''':PCflcncc. 
Ius omCC t~ condUClcd the ,ldl1lllllSI r:I1I () 11 \ en c;1 refu l\ The neonghbcrmg R:J):l hs obc,\cd 111111 ,ITld p.lld Ihei r In butcs 
rcgul rl rl ~ '. p 11.; 
1:' HB, 11. P 11(, 
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therd'ore. II Ill:t~ be a:,sum~d that GIIIY;L~lIddin A'zam for some reason (h~;llth or other) retln.:d from Ihe 

actIvit) of the SUllan:11 III M 13. crown l)rInce Hatm: .. 'lh look ovcr the charge of Ihe SlIlt:1n:tt and began to 

3dnlllllSIer IllS m~:tl dUll!.'!' rncllldmg slncking of the cams 11\ hIS own name from ~ 13 BUI Gluyasudd1l1 

\\as a1t\l,! then :l1ld hc prob:lhh died 111 X 14AH :1S reported b~ :11 Fasl 11lLS proposItion IS aim support~d 

b~ Ihe COlliS of 11:llIlzah rJ:rh:d S 13AH of Flruzab:td 311d S;lIgJOn I11l1l1 S Then: IS 110 SCOI)e for assul11Hlg 

all\ rc\olt a ll dIe I)an of H;unzah Olhcf\\ISC II cou ld 1101 be l'oSS lbk for Ilamzah 10 stnke COlliS 

slinullcllLoU s l ~ fromlhe c;'lpllal Fmlzabad alld Salgnon millis and probabl) :tlso from Mu'aua111abad 

RI)'al. on the rcfclencc or th l.; Pandua manuscript. illlotcd lo r Hamzah 3 years I month 5 d3) S l!' 

If\\e COIIl1I gl~ (Iuclu(hllg) II could ha rdl) be 2 and half rears 111erc IS a chronologlc,'l.1 problem wuh 

1-lal11 .... 1h and Oa~ zld Oayzld's slIlglc COul Illenliom:d III Suppl , 1 ~!I C. II. is dated X 14AH 1
:t9 thl!rl! is no minI 

nalll l! on thl! COIIl . Il allll.,ah Issued COIIlS bc:umg the date X 15AH from Mu'aZl .. Mnrlbad TIMcforc. the 

plauSIble Solullon of Ihl t' problem IS ,~~ dliTielil1 no dOllbt We ha\'~ no cluo..: to sal\ e It Thero..: IS not a 

smglc direct 01 InUlri,:(jt cont~ll1porar) source at our disposal 10 ullder:sland the Sllu :1I1011 or :lclual 

hal)PClIlIIg From these t\\O COlliS \\e lIIa~ conJ~etl1n.: that \\hlle 11:1Il1Z,'l.h I s!>u~d corns from i\ lu'a22:lmabad 

III ~1 5AH hI.; \\:lS r~SldrnS there. and Ba~ z ld 111 Fln.rz..'lbad \\ltll Ihe hdp of Ral;1 G~lm:sh stnlck COlliS frolll 

KI4 probabl~ at Ihe end of Ihe ~(;.)r BUI SOOn Ba~zld assumed po\\et b, kllhng lIal11L:lh Another 

COl1lro\erC-~ h;IS th.,\.'n fJI~~:d b~ Mohar All Quoting al Sakh:l\\I. \\110 11It.:lltIOIll!d Ihal b~ relllovlIlg or 

!..llhng Haml..'lh hah . Raja Galll.;sh assumed po\\er bUI " Shlhilbuddl11 a llKIt11luk (slave) of l lamzah led II 

rc\olt agallIst "ails and for a tlille succeeded 111 confil1l1lg hun and ceill)S1I1g IllS 'Ulthortl) 1)11" On Ihe 

COnlra!) lIIost of Ihe InlXlefll !rlslon:!I1S lI1c1udmg Ibn Hajar. Buchanon and FlrI sht~1 hold thai Sluh::tbuddrn 

ruled Ol!lIg;11 as ;1 1)11 ppct III the h;Ulds of Gal1l .. -sh 111 

Four nllcrs of the 1I ~.'ls Shahl d~naSI~ from lIyus Shah to Ham2:ah Sh::th ruh.:d 111 Oellg~11 :succccdll1g c,1ch 

frolll hiS father C\(q)l Ihas Shah TIlelr ch rollolog~ IS as bello\\ II~ !\S hah 7<J 4 • H~. Ikand:u Shah 75K 

• 71) 1("). j\ "--,.'llll Shah 7I n(,') • M 13 H.'llllz.'lh h:!h ~ 13 • X 15 

1 ~~ RJYil l.. P 11 2. aeCOtdlll1,: 10 Rl~'1 1. he IlIlcd ror len )'1.',115 and <Jccordll1& to <I second report three )cars olle 1II0nth 
Ihoc days. 
I:" Suppl IMC. II. P ~X . COIlIllO, IJ I 
p .. HMB. IA. P 1.i7 :llso foot noll.' I. 
1 II RtO'crcd 111 S"ltn", , 111111/. p 211 . ;1150 III Dusho Oachh:u . Muk h:lpadh)'lIY fClcttcd the report or AI Sl1k huWI liS a 
III1Slakc.. p <J.l 
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BaY:lzid S ha hi 8 1~ - 817/ 14 11 - 1414 

I. Shih:l!Juddill U : I~' :lz id Shah 8 14 - 8 1711 411 - 1414 

After the: death of Ill\.' blOt 1I ~:ls Shall! ruler Salfuddlll Harnzah Shah one of Ills sla \cs Shlhabuddm 

R:l~nld assumed PO\\\.' I" AccoHJmg 10 Ibn 11:IJ:lr. b, defeJtmg and kllllllg S:lIfuddlll. Shlhab usurpcd the 

throlll.:n: :md plocl:llllh,;d 11IIllSI.:If:'ls 'Sultall ' Buch,ulon'\! g:l\'l: thl,,; Idcntlt ~ of Sluhabuddlll 11:; sbvc of 

Salfuddtn " llIeh IS ;11:;(1 'upportcd b~ a 5ccol1dal) n:'Ilorl or lhe RI ~nJ'.'u The prIllCII);'I1 rqX)rI orlne RI~:l7. 

U)ronns that afl\.'f th\.' dc;tth of S.ufuddm h iS son Sh:ul1suddll1 ascended lit\.' throne 'Am I Al..ba.n ' , 

Tabaqat-14Akb:m ' , T:lnkh I Finsh:lIa :lIsa hold thiS He\\ 11 \ Accordlllg to Blochnmn/l . Siulmb ud dill \';l :l 

puppet lllol1an;h sci up b~ Ganl.:Sh Bha\laS~III 's VIC\\ IS Ilkc\\ISl.:'-'" We kno\\ Ihal cams b~:1rlng the n:tmc 

of Sluh<lbuddlil B:l ~ :wd :\r~ found dJtcd I.< 14 to g 17 AHru 111~rclblc . It mdlcates that Sluhabuddlll a sla \C 

of S:'lIfuddul. stlcc\.'cc!cll thc IaUCI cnhcl by killing lum or \\as a lJuppCI klllg pUI on the Ihrone aAcr the 

:tsS<l SSlI1atIOI1 of S:1lfllddll1 Accof'd1l1g to Rucbanon he rul ed for Ihree ye:1rs RI ):ll. gave hllll 3 ~cars 4 

months :tlld 6 d:l\ 5' \, 

Bay:tl ilfs COlliS .II'C foulld Otl l ~ 111 srhcr They arc orIola weight sl:Uldard :lIId found 111 fulll :'l nk:l and half 

lanka dCtlOllllllat lOlh onh 111;;~ af;; of ~" t~ pes 3ceordll1g to thclr Il!'gcnds 

T\'I)'; B I SI I".:r T;Hll..a 

The ob\ crse bcars III f1\ c IIIU:5 the Arabic legend allltll 'lI'oY)'ld }JtI fU»)'ld ar /labmiin Slllhah uUdullyif 

1\(I'e} d/n l/hii '/ IIfIl:;aflllr BflJ'llZlu .'ibiih as S"lltin 'one \\ho W:LS strengthened by the hclp of thc 

~ I crclflii. bright ~ tar oftllc rci lglon and \\ odd, father of \iclory Oa)':l7.ld Shah Ihe Sultan' 

11,f,; Ic\er!!;; b\."H~ th\.' kg\.'l\d 111 a clfek III four hiles III the Cenl r;; ,llhU'll tIIIW'I" mll'mmill g,bff"j't/ '/ "him 

wa'l III IIlIIIIII;! Vullilltio m/l lko/! ' Helper of AlllIf\11 mu ' 1ll1ll 1U. dl.!fcnder or Islam and 1us;lhn:lns. rna) 

Iu s I..rngd olll b\.' p\.'rpelu:l1\.'d ·. :tlld thl.: marglllal kgcnd IS {/lInha I/(~I!ltls .,·Ikknlll jf I:!nt.lral Ftr;,:iihnd .\'{IlIal! 

kJJ(Wl\ 11 (1 'mJII'CI 11(1 :!Cll/ltllIIl Imy(lh. ·thls corn \\35 struck. III 11:ldrnt Flrul_,b:ld II1lh;; yl.'..l r Clghl hundred 

IilicClll C Xl 5A t-I t ( al no IX5) 

" . • Quolcd In H~'.16 . \'01 I A. P 
1\1 Quoted III Dusho 8,It:hha l' P ')\ 
1'~ R.I\,;I I..p 11 2 " . 
I SIIIt:un Al1Iol. p 211. Isl.11II1 Culture. 1'J5~. p 20 1 
I .... Rlyal. .j) 11 2.rn I.COllb and Cllronolog:. .pp '18.1)') 

I' 51111:1111 Amol.p 1-\x 
'" R . 11 ' ly:1I .• I) -
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Typc B I" 51h \<r 1'",1"':1 

Then: 1 ~ ;l C0111 111 the n M. legends :lfe Ihe sam!.: :15 T~ Ill; 131 but \\ nh d,ni.:ll;l1 l c! i,,:,S lgn and 111:lfglll Thl.: 

fe\ e fSC dl'SIg.1I I:. ' 111 :O lillarc \\llhlll elrell: ' and Ihe top segment bears' Sha'ban: the M Ollih n::Ulle, bUI 

'\lthoul mml n:unc :md d:lIcd X I 7 (Cat no I X(I) 

T'pe B2 Slhl!rT3n"'a 

TIll: obversc Icgl'lld IS till; sam!; ;)s T~ pc B I bu t III St~ hnes and In :t mulllfOiI 1111: reverse legend IS also 

the S31111: bUI Ollllttlllg YlII/Ju/(r 1II/lIkll/1/l .md ,\lth " different dcslgn·1II ::m lI1\ ert(..'d sc.., lIop of eIght arcs 

\\lthl!1 clrele TIl\,.' l11"fgll1:l1 legend also differs. \\ Hh1l1 lhl; clght curves (I) Ahti HClkT (2) fJ"nba (3) 'lIml'T 

(4) l'irftzii (.5) '(,'~miill ((,J tJhoti \(mah (7),A" (K) IUfl l1; the d:tlc 

T\ pc 113 Sihyr Tall"':t 

The ob"ersl..' bears III a he',:1!;on the legend 111 four IlIles 111 Ar:lbiC Thl; l1lJfgm outside the he\3gon 

sl::lnmg from tOp n~l lI 11l:'!fg.1I1 conJaHlS Ihl,.' legend (1\ S/II/till //'/ (1';(/11/ /l111"'IItIJ~l',d htl fch'I'ld, '1 Mal,k,;' 

J(a!lIIliin and IIlslde Ihe hl.'\a,!;on .'ib,h()h "U ul/nyc' ~I (I 'c/ (hi, liM" mll:uO(,r He,.m:;(1 :)1.1;;11 (/,. ,\/llle;" 

nle fC\-ersc be;HS 111 Ihe ccnlrc 111 J cIrcle the same legend as the reverse of T~ I)C B 1 bUI omlltlllg IQUllltua 

lIIulku/lll M:ug1tl:l1 legend o\ltsldt: tht: CI rele bears 111e dtLIe :llld mill! fhmhu l1(rphl s:lllah K 16 

T\ Ix: 64. SII\\T T:1I\1-.:1 

TIle ob\'ersl.! 111 a 11lultl/ol l bC;/rs the. n:tl1lc of tlte Sultrlll 11\ fOUf Imes .'ill/hall /I'd "lIn),n 1\'(I'd <h/l lIhll 'l 

IImfallar 11('YII:id .'iJ.liih ( 1\ S/liltin nlC rC\l.:rse leg..:nd IS 111 :11i1l1\erted scallop orc isht ,Ires \\llhl11:l Circle 

n'e te..-I IS ;I!' T~ P\..' 11:' I e l/ii~1f'I1 om',.,'J 1II11'lIImlll ,!dJwI1/1'II\lcilll 11(/" IIIll\hlllin In th\..' marglll I e 10 

each CUf\e Ih .. · 1111111 n,nlle ;Iud date \\Ith Ihe 11;l!l1I;S 01 th,,' lour "-hallfas I)i:lced ,l llCII1:tll.'h , S;Ulle:1S Tv!,e 

02's fe\l'rSC l lle d:lh: IS X 17AII 

T\Vy 8 5 S,hcr r;tnl..a 

The ob\erse bl.:ar~ Ihe ~:1 i\le legend as l \pc 81 III fj\1; IIIIC!i but the \\ord :1rr:lngell1l.:lItli arc sllght l)' 

different :Iud II\\,.' dl.!SIg,11 111 l11ulllfoll, til some C:1SCS III pl:lIn afC:! The Rc\ e(se bc:1rs Ihe usual najm, 

«min I nil/111m;;" x!Jm',\1I1 Miim 110"/ Mllsllln;", bUI wllh an addItIon of }QJltlluJaf IQlIltiJolllh I c may hiS 

KhllMat be pe'l)elll:lh:d On Ihe 111argl11 oulslde the clfele d"Tlbo I'ini:i1h?id ,wnoh !mom,\'o 'omara \\0 

wbo'mlla" I C !:I 15 

T'llC 66 Siher h~lfTaltJ...~ 

TIle ob\crsc 11\ :l pl:lIll ~re;l h;\~ Ihe kgcnd III four IlIlcs Ihe 1I~1U .. • "f the SIIII:111 \\ IthOlil :111\ regnal IllIe 

SaJlle :IS T \ pc B-1 
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The reverse be:1TS 111 :l circle Ihc legcnd 111 thn.:c I lIw,\' n aSI/'l l (mill" (1111111 '/11 111;" kllllllultl mil /kit/lit , I e 

"I-ldl>cr of the COlllln:llld~T of the f;'llthful. I Il~y his I..mgdolll be perl>eru 3tcd .. There IS no nllill naUle, date, 

o r Illarglll a ll ti ll: COIII :- T he \\clght 1$ -I ~-I ~ra lll S and dl:ullcter 26 Illill Prob:lb l ~ thiS is the onl~ kno\\ 11 

and pubhsll1 • .:d d CIlOIllIl1:l tlOIl:l 1 COlli ()fB:t ~;:lZId Sh:th . n:ccllll ~ C:tIl1C 10 IIS hlll1:t CO Iil ;IlICIIOn cat;'llogw:iI". 

Sluhabuddm" S COIilS an: the copy of GI\l~ aSllddlll A'zam Shah's coi n types He has onl) t\\o legends, one 

with 'al I1IU "\\ a~ ~ Id ba la\ lellr Rahlll:'!ll.' either st:lrlS frOIll the m:u glll or celltre and the Olher ' Shlhab ud 

dun~a ";I 'd dill " \l llIcli , .... :lhl :'l~s IIlscnbcd III Ihe cl..'nlrc Thcy arc COPIl;S o f Ihc COIllS of A'~:;l1l1 Shah 

c:\cepl thc hC\:\gUII,11 deSign III the COlli '1') pc 63 ThiS ma) be tmeed to thl! cOin desLgn of Sll..alldar Shah 

Shlhabuddlll used ' Abul ~II U za. fT:lf ' (Father of VICtOr). as IllS 'KUllyM ' tor IllS OIiC tanka cOins and ' Abul 

MUJahid I c Father or \Ia rnor for IllS denominat lon:!1 coin 

In rC:lht ~ Shlhabllddlll lool.. mcr po"er at such 3 Ilm~ thaI Beng:!1 polit iCS \\as tUnllllg to :1 stern shapl,,; 

Either he \\3S :'I pt'llPCI III the hands of Ganesh''''' or hc \\:lS S1ruggllllg to survive COIllPl,,;llI\g Ivnh 

Ganesh l~ I , In either case he had 110 time 10 orgalll zc millIs dllrll1g his shari nile of three yenfS, his prunc 

objective bemg 10 cOllsohdate hl5 I>ower and pos illon, 

Coins of Shlhabuddlll ha\c been found d:1tcd M 15 to 817AH and from the mmts of Finrz .. 1bad (" 1111 a1· 

B:t1ad or Had r~lI) , 'Arshah :'Ilgaoll and Muau ... 1mabad. Probably his rule began 31 the end of ~ 14AH, So, 

hLs 3 yc.1r nIle, :15 tOld b~ the hlstonans. is some what correct but Rlyaz"s 3 ~c3rs 4 month (, days IS very 

difficult to fulfil 

Mention ma~ be Illade to hiS cOIllT~ pc B; (C:'It no 190)" \l luch bears on Ihe rc\ erse khll lf,(/m/dll/(I(illhll 111 

sOllle COIilS Kit/liltc/o khrlt/f(llllllll portion of thc Ie-gend IS \C~ sl,!;.llIfiCanl as It cI~HI1lS the swws of Klulafat 

for the SlIlt:lilm and good \\l5h l.;$ fOI 11 "III J.~ IllS Kll1la/tli bc perpetuated" Il lS 10 be notcd here that all the 

Sultans except lI ~as Shah of the pre\"ous d) l1:lst)' clzu med themsel ves :IS ':\1 Imam ' , :I lenll eqw\,alellt to 

Khali fa , Inscrl hed thiS ' duJ.' III their COIllS, Just slicceeding the eXisted Kllllaf:l.I S3) 3ZId also IOscnbcd III 

hIS canis thc said forlllul;:l as a roullllC acu\ 1t~ 

TI\O of Ba~ aZld -S COIl1S l11a ~ bc Illenllom:d for their l111ponance One of dated ~ 14AH III Suppl IMC. II Ul. 

111 the conte\1 Ofc"tl.: l1Sl0n ofl-bmzah's ni le lIPIO KI 5AH It SI Illpl) crc;lh..:s a contention that both H:Ullz.:lh 

and B3) !l..zid \ll:n; ;11r\ 1.: III 1'1 14;\1'1 Anothcr COllI. ha vlIlg thl: datI: 11 1th thc month 'Sha'b;lII " l:\I7AH 

(Cat no, 1 ~ 6 ) , 

II~ SeA. pI 47, cow no 7')0 
IJ\f DusllO Bachhar p.J.J 
1., I-lMB lA, Pil I"U,.I J 7 
I ~= Sl1ppl IMe, II. p jK COlli 110 I i I 
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Ir we rely on Shal1lsuddlll Ahmed 's rcadUlg or Ih~ CaUl d:l.lcd f\ 14AH of IMe which IIldlcatcs that while 

13ay:\zid ascended the throne In Flnn.1b[ld . Hamzah w[lS 110 t only ;Ilive but Issued coil1 from MUilzzamabad 

III 815. then the \ le\\ or that Sa) aZld ;\scl~l1ded the thronc by killing Ham1 .. ,h must br.: :lbandoncd There IS 

no possibility of l)osthuf11olls CaUlS or Hannah bccrtuse after the klllUlg of Hamuli who would Strike COlliS 

III H~II I1 z.ah· S IWllle TIIr.: r;:lel d!'; lUands cardul judg.ment or Ihe Sl[uauon QUOlll1g AI·Sakha\\ I' s al·Do .... (II. 

hum ' Mohar All on the subject IIIforms li S that 'Raja Gancsh succeeded b) killing or rCIllO\l l1g Halllzah 

Shah But Sluhabuddlll . a m\l.mluk (slave) of Hall\uh hah It.:d a revolt agai nst Kans ru\d ror a tlmc 

SUCCL',:d,,-d III conlinlll~ hUll -Iuha b then :'lSsUl1led the title of Sultan and ISSUed cams 11\ his n3me l ~ I,' 

Karim and Mu',hJpadh~a~ took thc slnlggle bCI\\cen Bn)azld and Gam:sh as 10 ward off the puppelhood 

on the part of Ba~azld as bOlh the Illstonans assumed. 'prob .. bly Bayazid \\as killed and Gam:sh placed on 

the throne another puppet BayazicJ's SOli . Firuzl
4-I , III pfeSl.!lICe of the COlliS of BaY<'IZId, alld Halllazh dated 

KI4 and 815 rcspecll\ cI~ could It be pOSS ible th3t H:unzah was nol killed but removed, or dut:; to place 

II1 tng.uc took refuse. ill SOllargaol1 :utd from there he isslied coi ns dated Ii I SA l-! 10 hiS 0'\011 n3llle. B) thiS 

tlille.. If the cont~JlIpora~ Arab Illstonulls ar!'; lo be relied UpOIl , B)':1 ~ld succeeded L!1 IllS stnLgglc \\Ilh 

GallcSh's l11aCh lll311011 and assumed po\\cr The dates of Bayazld 's coins from Mu'azz.'unabad Illillt are not 

readablell\ We h;l\r.: no mfOmtatlolls for Ihat how long In SI5AH HJJnz."I.h survl\'ed III tht.: eastern part of 

Bengal 

The lISC of the month 'Sha'ban" III thl.! COlli of Ba~ al ld IS \t.:0 slgnlfiCallt (Cat 11 0 186) But \\c have no 

Idea what \\as th~ occasIOn 10 mscnbe the month If I\e asSUIilt.: and accept tillS 'Sha'ban ' as tht.: month of 

coronation of Ba> :lzid \\ Ilich has b,,-cn celcb r~l1cd In 8 I 7 AH then obI lousl~ II [S eVident that after 

BaF lZId 's asslimption of power Hmnz."I.h was alive at 1c.'\St for 5 montJls (allowLllg one month of S 15AH to 

strike coins ill f\ 1.5.'-\H) Thc coronnlion of BaY:'IZId in tJ1C month of Sha'ban corroborates with his three 

years 4 month 's nile as feported by S:llim l
.16 BL'Causc there IS a COIil of Flruz bin 8a)zld mentioning the 

month Sha\\\\al. If I\e t~lkc that also as the coronation month of FInIZ then the total reign of Ba)azld 

stands · 5 months ofK I4, and :-:115 and Kin rull to\\ yc."I. rs and lip to Shaw"al 817 - 10 months (Lllc\udlllg 

5h .. ",\\al). then Ihe lotal tlo: lgn becomes) years 3 monlhs. aile month short of Riyaz's counlll1g Allowlllg 

fOf thiS ol1e monlh ·5 anomaly \\I! 1lI:l)' Ii \: the acceSSion of B3yazld 111 ' Sha'ban ' X 14AH and Ius relgn"s 

cnd III Sha\\\\'al. I< 17/\H 111 \\Im:h IllS SOli and SUCCl!Ssor FIfl"~ succcded him 

As denominatIOnal COins of Sulta[\I Bcngal arc rare probably thiS was lhe oilly deliOIlHIl:ltlolial coin of 

BaY:lZId I!\cr publi shed I IT and kno\\ 11 

I") HMB. IA. Jl 1-1 7. Ibl! H;l/~ lr AI·A5t'J;\b lll 11150 told .. boul the struggle betwcc n G,lIIcsh:l :lI\d SJll h;lbuddin. Ibid, 
FN 1 
1.~ Dusho Bllchhar p ~5 
14\ Corpus gave hI t) Ct)IIIS of MU;ln;amabad :lnd o ue com :lIsa III SeA. p.St COin IIQ.71-\1< bul llQII1: of Ihc dales 
legible 
I"" Rn-az. pIll 
1"- SeA. PI .j 110 7511 
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2, ' Alaudd in Finll b in BaY:llid S ha h 8 1711 4 14 

Aftcr thc dC.llh of Ua~:li'Id Shah 1115 son FII'lJ)~ ascended the thronc of L:.I-hnautl 11\ XI7A Il No lustol) 

books or chrollu.: k s c\cr I1IClitlOru.:d his Ilaille Hc beca ille ~IIO\\II for the fi fSt tlillC 111 1922 \\hcli Ihl; of 

Ills COlliS \\Cre dlsco\ en.:d 111 the RupgallJ ho.1rd The cn:dlt of thiS dlscO\cl) of::t IIC\\ killS III 511 1t:ll1l 

11iS(01) goes to 0 1 :111m K:lIl1a Bhauas.1 h'-» 

FII'Uz. stRick siher COlliS follo\\lIlg Ills father B3)'3zuJ Shah. 311 of lola weight slandard. No olher metal or 

dcnOIl\III:lllon Ih:1II one lanka has been discovered , lie rtlllcd for a \'Cry s.hort pCrlod, therefore, Ills caUlS 

arc IlIlIIted and r.1I'C Olll~ :Ibollt a dozcn of Ills coins have been publ1shcd so far Ma~ be:. dozon of hi s 

COIilS 3n: preseru:d III \:lr1()US l)TJvate collections 

Accordlllg to Ihe lq;end 'A lauddm Finl1~'s COlliS arc of:t s ingle l~l)C onl~ But according 10 the deSign 

thcre \\111 be lour t ~pl'S at kJSI 

TVDC 61. Slh "rT:lnb 

All the COlliS bC:lr a ll the ob, erse the lI:lme of the Sultan simply wi th Ihc rcgn:ll title 'A fa'l 'J dllnyiJ wa 'tt 

dlfl abii'/ IIIII?lfl{ar Fmi: S!.liih hili 8liyazw.!i}llih U\ SIl/~aJl HIS rcgnailltle, 'Ala·ud-dlll ;md Kllnyah Abul 

t'lllul.,ffar No addl.-d title at tit t! bcgllllllllg like as Sultan :II A 'wm ele has b ... ocn USl.'(i 11le fu ll legcnd goes 

li ke 'Ala·ud,dlltl\ :l \\":1 'd dill Abul Mu z.afl':u Fml1. hah bill B:lY:lzld Shah as Sultan ' nle reverse of all 

the CaUl 's bc.1f /l(i ~ln, (111111" '/ mll'mwln gball~ 1/ '/. /.I/(;m 11'(1 '/ MII\'/I",;I/ ' , and III the Ill:lrgm the name of lhe 

mlllt and dJtc 

I\ ccordmg 10 the deSign ',\ iauddm Fl rllZ's COIilS may be classified IIltO foUl ,ant icS 

" Vr I The obI er~e legcnd III a clrck :lIId rC\-Cf':Se HI a square \\ Ilhlll a Circle 

Vr 2 Thc ob'crs..: !t'Sl!ud 111 a rared ClfCI..: and rc\'crsc wlthlll a llIultllo ll ofh\- d vc concavc 101 Is' ''" 

Type 3 Ob\crsc 11\:"11'1:"1111 :"Irca or 11\ :1 circle, rcverse :lIsa HI a circle!}1 

Vr. 4. Obvcrsc Ii;gcnd 1I\:l Circle and reverse III a twelve concave fO ils'" 

p~ Coins ~Uld C htonolog~ pp IOJ·IOX 
1· ... T~pe 'A', Corpus p 7.l 

I ~' T)pe 'B', Corpus, p 7.J 
I ~ I T,'pc 'C', Corpus p 7.4 , $UI)pl 1M . II. pSg, COlli no 113, PI III 
" . S·C ' A. plate 110 . .17. COlli 110 11)2 . 1Ie'\\ type 
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V:mcIY 1 strltck :11 $al1;:lOIi. Vanely 2 :llId 4 111 Fmlz:lbad, and VarielY 3 from MII Zl.1Jnabad llus 

IdcllllfieallOlI of \ ariel!!.!); Illth tmnlS ale 1101 concl USive Then.; arc some cams where the 1111111 has nol been 

deci phered duc [0 IlIegtbtltl~ ;lIId shrofTmurks 

Bayzld Sh~h 's b SI d:l ted COlli IS ofXI7A II as IS Flru z."S Therefore. Flruz II1 USI hal e ruled dttfll1g H 17AI I. 

allhough IIC do nOI h:l\c :"ln~ IfllOrm:ll lon :lbout the length of lHs nile There tS a com ofT)I)C 81 III the 

coJk'CltOIl of 13 ~ 1 . \\I11\: h bc:'l rs 011 thc top Scgmcllt of Ihe fc\'!,; rSe a clcal Il ord .\" IlI""\I(II. nlm.:h IS the 

name of a month rnstcad (11' 111111! t1:1me I r wc accepl thiS reading as com:ct and consider 11 as 1115 

coron:lIlon month Ihell tll~" l \: 1\ ere onl~ 1\\0 Illolllhs It.:ft 10 cOlllpli.1e t.he )":;11' X I 7 A H In X I XA H the fClgn 

of Jula llld-<lll1 Mllh:lI1l1l1ad Sh:'lh began :lI1d 110 coin of Flru z bc~ ol1d XI7A I-1 has been dt sco\cn.:d 

Therefore. Fml/' 111 ;1~ h,1\e rels ned hardl~ fo r h \O months Because bcl\\.:en Fmlz and Jala luddlll there 

\1 .. ':\5 also Gancsh. f:uhcr of Jala ludd1ll 

In Ihe reCent 1):lSI Flnrz S COIllS from Flrul3bd mml h:tve becn dt scovcn.:d Based 011 Ius carl) millIS 

Salgaon <l11d l\llI ';lI..l~L tllab ~IIJ . Bhallas:l1i aud Abdul Kartm held thai alk. tlie dC~lth of Oay;utld Shah 

Mu lstlllS und!.:1 the leadership of Flru, t lt ~d to make ;t sland III sou th ;1I1d East Bl..!ngall \l OUI the 

d,scro\'c~ of Flnt l..1bad COlliS b.:hcs that proposi tion and supports the \1 SS11lllplion of Mu khnpadhyayt .... 

He (Mukh:lpadh~:I~) holds that Ft ruz \\"JS a pupct u1tall III the hands of Raja Ganesha So long as the 

I:Htcr fdl tI ll' n:ICI.'.$SII\ of kccpmg FInL Z 011 the Ihrom.:. Fi ru z contllllled as Sult \1n and probabl) by kill ing 

FInL Z Gall~h :tsccndcd Ihl: throne·" Thus \1 1th Ihe end of 'Alauddlll FirLl1. Ihe nile of BJ~~lZId's famll~ 

ended Both (,,1111,;1 ,IIIU :>UIl \\cre probabl) puppets III the h : LI!d~ or Raja G;lI1csh:t :1110 Ih':lr felS" 1:1Sh.:d for 

tl1 n.:c ~ c:trs onl~ . from 1 Il l" cud of the ~ I::lr X I.JAH 10 X 17 AH 

'" C COlliS find hro lioloS~ . p 109. Sultatu AIIlOI. p 2 12 
I ~~ Dusho Buchlt:tr. pp '); •• % 
I" Ibid. P 95 
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House of Raj a Gan esh 818 - 83711 4 15 - 1433 

The cnd o([IH; lil ~ 1 I hl'~ Shalu ntlc \\~l:-; 1101:l h:tpp: c:n.:nl The I:L~ I Sull;!11 1I ::I1111..,h Sh:lh \\:\:; killed b~ 11I ~ 

s l:l\c Shlh:lbuddm and Ihe btte, lIas slIccccdcd b~ IllS son Flnl? B:l\:l7. .d :lI1d FlI"llz \\cn: puppet s III the 

hands of 0\ 11 IIIlhll.;I\II:l1 :'111m, Gatll.;sh as has been rCl>Ortcd 11\ Iuslor},! The Rlyaz depicted hun as \ er) 

po\\crful noble ;III(J 'b~ the stratc~cm of R:lJ;l Kans' , the RI)':l7. contlllUCS. 'he (SllIhnbuddm) died The Inle 

:Iccouni IS. the R:II:LlI Kans \\ho \\-:1." z:1I1111ld:tr of Oh:l1url:lh att:lcklllg hUll ( ' llIlmbuddul). slt .. "w hUll . and 

usurped the thfOIl': R:\[ :1 G:ulI.:sh (K:UlS of [he Muslllll 111:;1011:1115) bl.M"JIlIl': 5ucc.css fulll1 l:slabllshmg his 

0\111 n,k III Seliga!. mOSt 1\:I1Kldwbk 1;\":111 III the history of ' Sull:lIl1 13('!ll,g~II ' OurmS the nile o f the 

Musl!!1l Sultan$. h~mg :l Hlllelu Zamilldar how he became Rajah IS \'c~ Interestmg. No COIllCml)()rtl.1) 

luslo!,) IS :nall:tbk hC:lrmg the !l:lml; of G:mcsh Some sources ILke AUl-I-Akban. Tabqat-I~AJ..aban . 

'bs tr-t-Rahlllll . T,IIIJ.. -I -Ful:<hl:l. RI~ :lzUS Sallam and :ICCOIIl s of Buch:man Illentlon the Ill s to l'~ of Ganl..:sh 

:lIld IllS f~II111I ~ : I k I~ I.':rcd lll'd not onl~ for cSlabhslung Iu s 0\\ 11 rule bllt hiS successors. III all fOUf rulcrs 

ru k:d Bcng:'ll lor m:all) 1110 d(';c~ld~s. though kist t\\O rukrs of the fallllil . Gancsh'!oi SOli :lnd g.rlnd son 

\\ cn: MusllillS I-li s son Jadu b,,:camc Muslllll b~ con ... crSIOIl and \\as 10) a1 to Islam 11111115 dCJth 

Four ruk:r.;; or thc f;lInd ~ of GJncsh \\crc I) Ganl.!sh :dl:ls D:IIII1Jl1lard:lI1a Dc\ . 2) Mahcndr:l Dev, 3) Jadu 

ali:ls Jal:l.hlddlll \l uh:tmmad Shah and ") Shamsuddlll Ahmad Shah As;;m IIlflucnltal noble GCl1esh's 

IIlnUCllCe c:ln b~ (r:tced from G III~lSudd1t1 Azam's lillie but 111 practice he L'~CrC I SI,,'CI power from thc rCISII 

0(' BaY3.l ld Shah G:Ulcsh assumcd the throne at the end of)oj 1711 41 5 and th<..: rule of his ramll~ cOlltlllUl..'d 

1I1I ~3711433 -~4 ,;\11 fOllr rukl's of thc r.111111y an.: kno\\11 th rough thell (,;0111$ GalH.:sh al1d hi s suc,-'Csor 

Mahendra Issllcd onl\ ..,Ih 'r coms and the other t \\t) Suhan~ both struck gold ;md 51 11cr COlliS In Ihclr 0\\11 

names. 

I. I{aj a (;a ll l's !t :t l ill~ () :lIIl1j lll :l rd :lll Dc\ S 19 - 820114 16 - 1417 ( 1339 - 40 5:t ka ) 

There IS dOllbt tha t the lIamc of the RaJ;I IS Gallcsh. Muslim luStOrt;ll1S c., ll hlln 'KalliS', 'KaliS' Kansl and 

-K;ul s R:u' Onl' III ,I Icport OUc.haulll II1cntloncd hlill . 011 the basis of an Old Persian 1I1,IIIU SCflP'- as 

' Gancsh~ Ho\\c\ ..::r. the RI~ -:lZ m..::nllolllxJ hun as :t z.ammdar of Bhatuna \ cOll1llflsmg thc prcsc..:nt district of 

I{:l.J sh:thl Accordlllg to Buch;Hl:ln. "Galles. :I Hilldu. ,:lIld 1 bkllll of DynwuJ (pc..:rlmps a pcll~ I-hndu c!lIcf 

of DlIlajpur). ~'m:d th\.' gO\crtlllll.:nt " BUI Buch:lIl:lIl hlillSdf \\:l$ 111 doubt about the C\ lllallJIIOIl of 

Duma/' I-Io\\\.'\cr :I lkI' removltlg Alallddlll Finl l.. tIlt.: son and suc.c.essor of Bayazld. Ganesh ascended 

I Sull<l1 11 Alllo!. P 21l1-111. Dusho Bachh'H. pp 'JJ -1}5 
: R.\·a/_ pIl l , . 

Ollsho Bacllh;lI _ PP IIII · \II ~ 

I Dusho Bacllh'lI p.}t) Illtalll Alliol. PI' 222·22:.\ , 
RI~ 'I I.. p 11 2 

.. M Marllll Ea~lcnll lldl :l '01 II. P G2~ , Dusho Oachhor. p Itn_ Mul..h:lpadlll.11 dabor.llcl~ di scussed the mailer 
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lh~ thron~ III ~ 17f 1414 , for !h~ first tlmc for a shorl penod, Bul due to the OPPosition of Ihe saints 

(darvlshes) Ilk~ ' llr QUlbul AI::lln he was cOl1lpl! lIcd 10 :'IbdlCale infavour of IllS son JI1m31 ~llias Jadu, who 

\\:'IS convertcd to Islam :lIld proclallllcd the \\'Ius lull name Jal:lluddlll Muhammad Shah1 Thl,; I:lIta Issued 

cOI ns 111 )< I XJ\l1 Out nO COlliS of Galll,;sh haH: bcl,;l1 found pnor 10 Ihul date It Illay be :lssumed thaI 

Ganesh did 110 1 Issm' CUll IS dunng hiS tirs! aSSUII1I)\IOIl of po\\c.r, Some slh cr coms bC:lrtllg the namc of 

D:ll1uJI1l:ud:'l1l D~'I h.II'; b...:ell found datl,;d 133lJ Sab corrc.spondll1g 10 XIt)A HII 417CE. ThiS 

DanuJrnard~ul OI:l h:lS been Idcnlitied wilh Rrljuh Ganesh, The COlliS ;Irl,; of one tanka d';IIOllunallOll 

rolioH IIlg the IOk\-\\L'lght ~laI\(J:lrd h:1.\ mg the k gcnd 111 proto Bangi:l scnpt 

Sil"e.' Ta nka 

All the coms of DauuJanKlrdall Dc\' an; of single type accordmg to lh l.! lr legends, Kanm IISlt:d about 

Iwellt~ -three COIII ~ or DaIIUJal1l:l.rd:lJl Dc\' , Thcsl,; coin's deSIgns arc vaned and on thiS b3SIS Knnm devldcd 

them 11110 Sl:-: (~pes III Ihe COrpll S~ . KelUn (RupganJ) hoard contains only three of his COIllS , Besides 

dcscnblllg, Ihose Ihn:e Bhauasah enul1l31':ltcd 5e\'1,;11 man:: COlliS of DanuJ:lmardan Dcv", He also mformed 

Ihal Slalllelon pOssl.!.. .. ,;d :Iboul 15 COIilS of DallllJamarda ll and M3hendra lU. Hut III NUllliSIlKl\ lC Supplimel11 

(1 930) vol XLI I I Slapk:lon on l ~ published ti VI,; coins of DanuJamardnn and four COillS of Mahl,;l1dr .. 11 

A hoard of coms aboLit four hundred, contrlllllllg Ihe COlliS of eorly Ilyas hahl Sultans and the I~\lmly of 

ROJa Gan .. csh \\;Il> dLl>C\)\cled from Tang:!!1 district 111 191}U 111 IllIs hO:l rd ma -": lI11um COI IlS \\ere of 

1I1JluddLn There oL ,I~ St'lCl1 C() IIIS of D:tnuJama rdall bUI 1110St of IheLr dales and Illlnl Ilium;s :l rc IllegLble, 

Jlld nOlll' of tlK'111 sho\\ :Ill~ new t~l)e or dcsign In another hoard HI Bargt' rh:'ll about 360 SUlt:t1l1 COIllS 

\lcre found Onl ~ 1\10 CIJIIlS \lcre of Dnujalllardo.H OeS1Clcs these IlJlle cams :l fCII' ot hers o.re al so kno\111 

but theu tind place IS !l0 1 recorded The Chillo.gong UnL\ crslt) IllU Sl,;U1ll cabll1~t possc,.c; a ll!.! COlli o f 

DnuJ"mard:1II dal,;d I '; 3 l) Sa!..a struck from ChalLgmm no.gar :" I ~ 

T,'peBI SlhcrTalika 

The obvcrsc be:lrs [Ill; 1!;11 1l,; of the klllg 111 proto B:lIIgJa scnpl III th rec lill~s (Sri Sri 0:11 lIil):.! m:lrdd:tJl\:1 

Dc 1:1) ' Sn n l),1nIlJamardan Dc\ The reverse bears the legend III proia Bangia 111 three lmc.'i (Sri 

CJl;lnd~f Cbarall:l 1': l fra~:tLl:1) ' Oil the fcct of the goddess Ch:tnd, ' /\ rC\\ coms h:lVC 0 11 their obverse 

'De\'asya ' m pbcc ut" D C\:l III [he Ilmd (me 

RIYUl, pp Il l. 11(, 
• Corpus, P I ~ I 

~COiIlS:U1d Choro no lo~~ . t'P IllS· 111. 
II< Ibid, p. 121_ Fn 
II NS. XLIII. (J PAS.B . XXIVI. 1930), PI. I. 2. 
I: CUMC. p 51!. COllI no 111:S . II III!!)' be nOtcd thnt in [hc COI1)US no new coin of Da llUl.mardan a nd M:'lhcndra aficr 
11))(1'$ livc COlliS of SLaplc10n III NS XLIII has bee n Included, 
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Threc I11I1lI S 'IZ 'Pandil :Ig:tra' , ' Suvama gram' :tnd ' Cballgram' ha\c becn Identdied rrol1lthc~lVadable 

coms of DanuJanKlrdan and two dalcs 1331) :l nd 1340 Sak:l Era have becn accrt:lmcd from hi s coins 

cOr'respondlllg 10 XII) and X20 AH/ 141 6·17 nnd 14 17 - I XCE The weight of the coms \,!fIed between 

If) 30 to 10 70 gl <llll~ It has alre:'ld~ bf.'C1111lentloncd I.::lrlu.:r thaI no COlli \\:ts ISSUed durll1g Gam:sh's first 

~\SSUlnl}tlon of poner. ;'II the end of thc ~c;\ r X 17114 15 But wc h:l ve the carlu.:st COlliS o f Jalaluddlll 

Muhammad d:ltcd IS 1 X/141 6 As there 15 no COIll of G:lllcsh pnor to N IISAI-! and thc COUlS of Bayazld and 

Flllil arc d:lled XI 7 All some scholars questioll \\ hClhc-r Gancsh ascended the throne or only :lssulIled 

»O\\cr before XIX!\H ' BUI both Abdul KaTllll alld Mukhap.:tdha):l d1.scuS,Scd the Jl\JUer \cl') c l e.:1rl~ 11\ 

thclr books 

If Raja Gancsh \\a$ nllmg III Ihe n:II11C of Flnlz. then there \\ould lIot ha\c bee .. al1~ IICSS ... 'C II ~ to rcpl:\cc 

the l:'lul.:f b~ J:,du (OIl\erslt)1I of JJdu <Iud hiS assu mption of power by slnck lllS coins In the )'cnr glM 

IIIdlcat!.:s that G:lllcs h ascl,;l1ded the throne for somc time U1 between Flnlz~Ulti hdu - hln luddm lJ 

Ho\\e\er. JJlaluddlll's COIII ~ of Xl)oj arc found III abundanc(,i but hiS coms dall.:d ~ 1 9 arc \te l) IUlllted and 

there IS no ~'I ushm com ofX20AH On the other hand coms of DanuJamardan Dev dated 1339 and 1340 

from P;mdua 10 C'lul\agllng arc found These Iwo Saka d:ltes COrrCSIJond to Che year ~19 and X2UAH, The) 

were strud. from Pandun.:tgara to Chatlgram. from so v.:ts t a land BhaltasJh \\ho first concluded th:lt 

l)aIlIlJ:'lIll:Hc!JIl \\:'1$ Idellllc:1I \\ Ilh R::'IJll Gnnesh argul.:d that n IHslOne;llI~ unkno\\ n person or regIOnal pell) 

klllg could 1I0t suddenh !slnke coills cOl\cllm;nt l~ froUl such a vast :m.:':1 from Pandua 10 C1l1ltngons' ~ ThiS 

IS Ihe lCCr.:Pll'd \ le\\ 01 Ihl.! schol:1rS 1111 todn) D:llli [nl.:d [0 r.:slabhsh Ilml Ch:llldr:ldl\ pa's DanuJ was 

J(lcnllcal \\ 1[11 D:lI IIIJ.:tlll:l1 dan of I he cOin II, l3ul D:II1 L1Jal11ard:lll 1..11lg, of Ch:llldr:ldlvpa was olll ~ [he klllg or 

Ihal area and Ihl'rl' IS I1U tcSl l11l0n~ of 1115 IIiOuellee IJl [he "hole of Oengal " Therc.forc. tIlt: COlliS beJnng 

Ihe name of D.l11UI.1111. ll dan ;'ire of G:'IIH,.:sh and the~ \\\':rc slruck dur1l1!;; thl.: time: of his second ascension to 

the throne b~ re:lIlO\ IIlg IllS con veiled SOli Jalaluddlll DUTIng thiS [lllle the 1001lcr tned 10 recon\'ert [he 

latter (son) to HlildUlSIIl and arranged Ihe I/meldh. but that had no cfli.'Ct on Jalaluddm. so. he \\:lS 

111l1)ns10lled b~ hi S fa thl.:r D:lIlIIJ;'iIll;'ird:l.1l IS the rcgn.:tll.tlc ofG:l IlCSh the falher of Jndu 

DalltlJm~inkl11;\ 1lIt.::llllllg $ubdul.:l of DilIlliJas, refers 10 a gcograpluc.:l1 :uca ·'oollqUl.:ror of l)anuj;) 31'{,:<'I ". :IS 

h;'is been rc\eakd r!'Om (hI.: report of Buchanan- "Ganes. J·H lIldu, :llld Hakim of D) Il\\.:l/ ~" Ie H.:tkull of 

D3IlUj . IS a plac(,: :1:- COI1CICH.:d b~ Buchanan But Bh:m3sah has taken 'Danujlllardan ' 1ll1.:311111g "subduer of 

I' JASP. Vol XVIII P)i2 P IH 
I. Sultani AllIol PI) 22~ · 22') , Dusho Bachhor. pp 1117· Itl~ 
I ' COins and Chol onolog~ . P It-' 
I" JASP. Vol XVIII. 1')52. PI' 1-'9· 1 5~ , 
I' Though D;~IH Ined 10 I dCnl,r~ Dallujma rdan \I ilh D:llluj:l or Chandradvipa bUllhe :,rgumClll or Dan, 11:15 nOI 

eo,wlncing , reI)' eorrccl l~ sho\1 n b) Karim 3nd Mllkhapadhyay judealail ill lheir books, Sultani Aliloi. pp, 233 - 236 
& Dusho Bachhor. pp 12'), 11-' 
.~ M M:lnll1. E:1Slcr n Imlla \01 11. p. (.14 
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Musluns··, as he e"plallls. "as he (Gam:.sha) rOSl: 10 thc thronc after O\crpowcnng the OanuJas a 

dcs lWlal lOn Illlleh nll gh[ hal c beell Il:r~ m\.'allll1bl~ applied b~ [hc Ihcn Hmdus [0 their f\'luh:lmmadan 

aggressorsl·' .. ijha[[a ~atl ... ..:\planallol1 ot' 'D:II1I1/ m\"~nIllS 't."IuslullS' ~hould bc re\;\anlmcd III the cOnte \1 

of till' contemporarl pul illcal condllions. RaJ:l. G:l.ncsh 11:\5 a shn.:\\tl poilUClall no doubl :lnd hl ~ 

assumption ofpOllcr \\:l~ not Out ofa lIlerc conflict of HlIldus and MuslHllS 

Bhaltas:th ad'lII[ 5 th:H ther..: \\I.:rc ~ ... lusll1l1s on the s ide of Gancsh 100 Flnshla reports that atkr thl.: dcatll 

of G:1I1csh soml: Mll" ll1l1 ~ IIcre lor bur:-lIlg the R:l.Ja accordillg to Muslim custom:" He lias eompl.: lh.:d to 

conwrt IllS Oli n :!>Oll to I .. lam and t> ~ domy so lu,; al'e({cd Ihl: battle with Ibrahlll1 Sharql and " as obliged 10 

surn.:ndcr 10 Noor QUIt> III Alam l11 crdorc, a pohllcian o f" his Slalun.; could not ass ume Ihe regal title of 

'D:lIIIIJll1ardan' Illcanlllg subducr or the Muslims as Bhatlasah proposcs 11 is also unposslble to believe 

that he had used Illl' utk III 1115 COIllS:'II a Inlle ",heu there \\I;:re mall) Muslim Ilobh:s wllh hlill Othem'lSc 

110\1 II-as It posslbk fo r hlill to stnke (OlliS from SII\':lrnagr:ull:t and Chatlgral11:l IIllhlll Ih l.: \cr:- ~I.::\ r he 

OCCUIlII..'(! the th rum' . 11 G,lIId;'l There afe n:\ll)ph:s or ll SlIlg ·1Il:lrd:Ula· \\ Ith place names III Sul lal1l COIllS 

h~e ' K:lIl"a l\bnial1a' til the COIllS or l\ lu7.atTnr shall. 'Ttrhul Mardan:t· III Ih.: COlliS of Nusral. Flnll and 

Mahmud of tl l\: ll m.1UIi r:l lllll ~ So. 'Oallu)' ma~ salc l~ be: taken as a "Iacl.: nal11e, and thl! me:tlllng of 

OanuJlllardal1 a~ ··conqlh: ror of O:lI1UJ are:!" It m:l~ also be IIllcrrcd that R;ua Gallesha \\ as popular pnor 

[0 IllS asc~l1tlO II :\:> (Ol1qU~'tOI of O:tl1uJ :m;:\ or subdLier of DallllJas, :l tnbe, or race like the. Koch. Ml.:ch 

ctc and thus ea rned Ihe lU ll.: or Oal1uJ1Il:u'd:m, wh ich hc used III hi~ COIllS as :I 1l:!):lllitll.: 

The re\'e rse kg':l1d "ho\\s that 1111': ISSuer otT Ihl: COin Gancsh or D:'I1lujnwrd:11I \\as:I dc\'olee of Ch:mdi II 

also ptob:lb l ~ n:\ e:lls Ihal the el il e SOC lct~ of the l hndll COI11l11Ut111~ or Benga l \\arc !cl llo\wrs of 

Vaishna VISI1l :lIId 11 C: ll1 UI..: .l ssullIed Ihats wll~ he useJ such formula (Ch:lIldt c h.:u:t11 ) to ea rn thclr 

suppon JUSI 'Ot1lII1~ lo r :1 short pl..:nod he h:'!d ch:'!l1gcd Ihe coin legend III BallgJa IIIstc;Jd of Ar:\bic ThiS 

COlli bears speC lll1aUl' of 1:, lrl~ fllkcnlh celllu0 I:kmgla SCrlPI 

DanuJm~lrdan allJs Gancsh ruled for \\\0 )cars and dIed 111 the )car )$20AHl1418CE (1340 Sak) He was 

such:j pallerful noble th:'!! he. nOI on l ~ play~'CI the rok of kll1gmakef for :thout se\ocn ) cms accord Ill!; to 
., 

Ihe Riyal· . but :llso established IHlnself on the throne and nllcd fo r tWO ~c:l rs As a powerful ruler he 

changed the Arab iC SC ript of previous times for IllS coin legend, and cXI1rcsSt.'d hiS own rctigious bdll:f 

through the COIUS 1111:> IIldlrcctl ~ SUPPOI1S the general VICW t:'I(presscd III thl.! rl.!port of Flnshta III th l.! 

eonh,:,,, t of Jalaiuddlll ·s .lddrcss 10 the nobll.:s thai ' III.: fol1011 Ih l,,: kmg 11\ \\or l dl~ o.ffalrs and have nOlhlllg 

to do II 1111 rdlglon' 

I" COinS ;lIld C horo llol0~\ 1) II" 
:" Tarik h I Fmshw 101 II P 2')7 
:I RI) ;ll,P tl 7 
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2. Mahendr:l Dev 820/ 14 18 ( 1340 Sakal 

Aftcr the dC:lIh of D:lIIt1)Ill:lrd:l1l Oc\a his son and successor Mahend ra Dl:v:l :lsecndt.:d the (h ronc in 

~2IAH/l419CE (I t·w Sab) No dct:lils :ue :lv:lilablc in hisLory and chron icles about M:lhclldr:l Coms 

:trc found bcanlll) Ihl..' 11:11111.: of Mahl:ndr:l Dt!v:l followlIlg the com styli! of his father. Galll,:sha or 

D:lttllJl1lardlla Ol:\ ~ dntell 1340 :lk", ( 141 9CE) co rrcscspondlllg to 82 1 AH These coins of M:lht!nclr:l art.: 

also in BangIa Script struck frOIll Pandua and Ch:tt igrama. 

All his COIllS arc or s,h cr :\I1d om: of Olll: t:lIlb dl:nominallon Calils of Mahendra art.: ve r~ 1llIllted. I Ie 

nded III 821 AH/ 14 I lJCE (13-1U S:tka). III the saml: yl:ar (hat blalucldm's COlliS are also found . l1lCrcforc. 

t[m .. -c mll:rs ruled bet\\eell April 141~ Lo Janu:ll) 141 9. a penod of I1I11C months. After Bhanasalill• 

Slapk:IOI1 :' and "anl1l : ~ nu One l~l se discussed th l.: coins of DanuJ3nmrdan Dcva or Mahandra Deva. 

Bhattasah mellt loned. III hiS book Calli,\' {1m/ Chronology. only two coin of Mahendra and publl shl.:d One. 

Stapiton ]lllblIShl:d 10111' coms in um SuppL 1930 (JPASB XXV I) Thc ob\crsc bears the n:ulle of the 

king III Bangkl Strl pt and the n . .\\ crse contams Sri (]}wu/i· CiJ.arana " aruy{/no. II) a squ are or double 

square Thc llIarglll bea rs J'lI/ulll ltC/gam( SJwkabd'l I J.JO, ' struck at Pandu lIagafa ill 1340 Saka 

SI::Ip[elon Pllbhshcd foul' photographs of the coin of Mahcndra III NUIll. SlIPP!. 193U. and Bhauasa li earher 

pubhshed 0 111..' COlli of Ihe Ibypura ho.lrd III hiS ('OlliS and ('111"01/(/1111:,)'. All bu t one of the published COIl1 

a re IlIuh,tOlilll a ctn.:k :l lId the rl.:~tlll:l square wlth ill a Circle. double hal f Circle dcslgJ' III four scglllelllS 

The revers.,; deSIgn uf th .... last om: IS 111 dou ble SqU:HI..' wil JlI11 Circle. others h,,\ ing single square III a clrclc. 

Allthe COUIS Slfll Ck f .. olll Palldu Nag,H;1 1.:. ... l.:l.!pt 0 11 1.: which is of Chatigral1la. Ihe dat es arc !'>ame J e 1340 

Saka correspondmg to X21 AH and 14 [XCE. 

Except these COlliS there IS nothing else wh ich may help to Identi ty Mahcndra No indlcmion of his identity 

or hl.s father's Ilanu: IS mentIOned on hIS COlliS . It follo\,::; the coin type of Danujamardana w lLh the samc 

COIll kgt.:nd on the n.:\eISe ·S ... Ch:l\Idi Char~\Ila P~lmY;lnasya·. the Bangia SCflpL ~tnd the date of 1340 SJ.ka 

of the Ch:Hgaon IIIl1lt III the c011t.:c11011 of Stap[cton may pro\ Ide some clue Ih~ 1 III; was the succes~or of 

D:mujMKlrdOln De\ I3haU:lsall cOlllcnt f.:d on the reference of a coin of Mahl.!ndra dalcd 1340 Saka. "ThiS 

coi n settles tile identity of Mahendra. for on ly undisputed successor of RJ.ja Gancsh could have minted 

cOins III 13.J(Js - X21 H ~ llllultal1eou s l~ from Ihl.: mints of Chalgaon and Pandullagara. hiS klS( comment IS 

"Mahcndra. thereforI.'. C:lII h:trdl~ be 311) bod~ case th:11l Jadu!l.· 

:: COlliS lind C holol\olo~ . pp 117 - 123. 
:J "Coins OfOlllll!jlllard:lnll Denl and Mahendra Dcv:!. Two Hindu Kings of BCIIg: II". III NUlllcsmelic Suppl. no. 
XLIII. pp. 5 - N D 
:. Corpus. pp 1 ,) 1 - 1 '17 
:~ Coills li nd Choronolog~. p. 123 
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On the other hand Stapleton quoting Flrishl:'l'S report or Jaialuddlll's second ;J.CCCSSlon·SCnlIOIl that 

., othen\l :>e lei Ill~ ~ounge r brother be klllg :lnd c'cusc Ille" IIlrers that the ~oun&cr brOlhcr or Jadu was 

M:lhcndra \\Im had prob~lbl~ bel.:11 placl.:d on Ihe (hrOIll': III SUCCl.:SSIOIl to R:.p O ::III (;5a · \Vr.: ma) q\lote 

dllccliy frOl1l SI:lpkl\)Il Iha l '(:ulmg nny dcfim h: plOo f of the Idenllly of Mahcndra II !'Cr.!Il1S r c;t.~O llablc lu 

read bCI\'eCIl [he Imc~ o r Fcnshw ·s aCCOUlll and IdClltlf~ ~blll.:ndr:l with Ihe ~ otlngcr brothl.:r of Jadu. 

Jalaluddl1l ... · lu:.1 I1lUl.krn IIISlonan:- accept Stapleton ·s 'IC\\ . but ~ I Ollllalllr Rahm;lll TarafdJ f IS 

lIlchncd lo\\ardS the \le\\ of Bhallasah and commented III a n:elent dchbe r:lIIOn that Stapleton tried to 

correcl Ihe DalluJIll.-.rdan:l and Mnhendr3 cpl ~odc p.-.ruall). But taplcton's proposal shou ld not be taken as 

collcl uSI\ C r:nh r.: r 11 IS n:ason::able 10 consider it :IS :1 m;lllcr or debate or alt .:m:llc hypothesls!r Our 0\\ 11 

VII!W IS that Mahclldr:-a \\,IS the )otlllge!" son orGuncsh. 

As Jai:lluddlil 'Ig.a m strUCK COlliS 111 hiS own nallle from K2 1 All ,Uld hiS father Gancsh's COlliS arc also 

found bc.-. rlng thc d.-.tc 13",0 Sak:."ll c .K2 1 AH thercforc. M:-ahendr:-a ru led for a \cl)' short period III between, 

about (''''0 10 Ihr~~o,: l1Ionlhs at best 

:6 NS. XLIII. 1')0)0 . P 1"\ 
:. Preracc to BangIa 1r;1II5Ial]on orthc COlliS and Choronolog.\ /Jclllg/or Pro,hm/l/( I ]Ig;:r SWadhm Sul/amitr Mudra 
() f.:nlolirf/m. b~ Mohd RCI.iml Karim, Ohnk:. lCBS. 11)1)7. P M 
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3, Jal:lludd in ~ llIh a llllll :ld Shah 818-8 19/ 141 6- 141 7 & 821 -836/141 8- 1433 

AI Ihe jd\ CIII of Ibrahllll Sharql 11110 Bengal al Ihe 1I\\lla1L01i of Sh;llkh 'IIr Qutbul AI:lIl1. Rap Gan(,:sh 

1lI.lde :1 pc:lce 1.1..:.\1 \\ II1I II.e .. a1l11 The 1:llh.:r cOII\ertcd his M>11 J.ldu to Islam ,llld abdlctled Ih~' Ihrone In Ius 

favour Jmlu :!~!>lIl1llllg Ih..: IKlIlle of Jalaluddm Muh:unmad Sh;1h ascendl.'d Ihe Ihrone I.aler. 0 11 Ihe request 

of the ~'Lll t IbrahlLll Sh:LrCI' retunu:d 10 Iw~ 0\\ 11 klLlgdom !1 Jalaluddlll IsstL(.:d coms dated IS I 'S/ 141 5- 16 and 

KIIJ/l416-17 dunng hi'" tirst (Io:nn of mle SOllie sll\'er eoms of Jalaluddm have been found bcarlllg the 

nalll!; of Ihe 1I10nlii Ibh. 1.1 '\\\,\al. X I XAH HIS COIII~ d:lled K I X have bl.'Cll found abundantl~ bUI the COLns 

bi.!3nng Ihe d;1I C )( 11IAII :IIC flo:\\ The reason is that aftcr the dc.., lh of Ihe 5..11111 Nur Qutbul Alam III 818 

Raj:! Ganr.:sh qlo:cll.:d hi ::. SOil from the throne earl) 11\ 819AH (pcrlmphs 111 t.: SUIllIllt.:r of 1416CE) seized the 

klllgdoLlI of U":Il~;I I "'. alill siruck COlliS 111 his own namc. Dalluj:lInardana DCHI Dunllg thiS 111m.: the RaJ;l 

trtl.."d 10 rcW1I\1.."1I IllS sOil 10 HlIldlllSIIl and arranged hiS 'shuddhl '''' '111s had no eITect on the son \\ho 

shol\cd Ill$. delol lOn IO\\ Jn.ls Is!;tni U Jal;tluddm \\;LS L1l1JlrL soned and R:ap G::mcsh n lkd thiS 111m: tor 

abollt t\\O \l'ars for a <;:ceond term ~ Al\l.."r the dealh of th...: RaJ~ III I )40 S~k:v 141 7. t XCE IllS younger son 

Mahendr.1 assum.,,:d thl.." thrOll1.." 111 Ihe same yl'ar But WI) soon b, rcmO\,lLIg Mahendra Jalaluddlll resumcd 

Ihe Ihrone ag.uLl lonlle ~..:cond tcnn III 8211141 K and ruled IIpto ~36114JJ 

hlaluddl1l stmek bolh gold and Si lver COIltS HIS siher CO LlIS ha\c becn found dmed 818 and 1S19AH and 

flOm 821 to K36r\H there IS no gold frolll the first IeI'm of Iu s rule A fe\\ gold COlliS found 3rc frOIll hiS 

Sl.."cond lenn of nile 

All IllS CU"'" ,II"': or' 101,1 \\":Ight Slalldan.l. gold COms arc of olle 101:1 \\l.."lghl :md L10 dcnonl1nallonal CO LlIS 

. 11": found I lL s fr:lclloll:11 CO ILlS all,; fou nd only III slh er m two CkuOLllILla lLOl1s, hatfand om,; I,,; lghth tankas 

As usua l for Bcnga l Sultalll COlliS gold:as \\ell as fractional COLlIS ~He ILl gencrJI very fare 

Gold co ins 

Se\en gold COLI" of th..: Sultan ;trl.." kno\\n all of onc lanka gold One IS l)ublLshcd III thl,,; Orltlsh Museum 

C:lIalo~uc b\ Lam'l)oolcll another b> R Bum 111 JA B ilS97 Both oftlll.!Se de.,lt \\lth b~ Tar3fdar In an 

:'article on 'The gold COHI~lgl,; and thc Curn.'lc) )stcm III Pre- ,tugh:.1 Bcngal\.!·· Agalll there arc Lhn:c 

.... Rlyaz. I>P 11 ~ • 11(,. 
~ JASB. (NS. X,'(VI). l'.Ixn P N III 
''' HB. II. P 12" 
, RI\'II2.. pp I I f,· Iii 
.: Su tlalll ALllo!. p .n I 
j\ BMC. P 14. com 110 X I 
14 M R 1':lr;lrd,1I 11\ cultu ral prcspcClL\C ILl South ASia (ed I SI,\ TLrLL\llL . New Dethl 1'.Nl , l;able I , 11 1(.(,. 1l0S 1(,· 
17 
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lIIorc gold COIII:- III the 1\,l\\alc collectIon !II ludl:'! and Puuh ~ llI"ood b) St~1I Goron III 0 I S H, he llso 

cnumer:lIcd the olhr.:r I\\u menllom,:d abo\ e, IIlcludlllg another one mentlolled 111 the Skanda auction ~ 10 1 

3021t>, but h:l\lIIg no descnptlon of the l:lSt three coms 1l1erc IS another gold COlli of Jalaluddlll 

l\'I\lhamm:ld Sh:lh 11\ :J I'm:i1c collectIon In India, \\ hlch IS unpubli shed, and 1I10s1 probably the only com 

\\lIh a c1c;u d:nc 

T \ pc A I Goig " ;lIIkil 

The ob'erse be:lrs the Il.lmc of the Sulwn III Arabic 111:'1 multi fOil III li" c 1,111':$ .Iala? Ii 'c/ dllll}li 11(I 't/ din 

{lM, ', /IIu:(I!f(ll" i\llIlwlllmClCI ,\11tUI (/,\' .\'/11/(7" ' I hI: n:\erse legend IS III a ~quale \\Ithlll a ell'clt.;, ;ll so III 

Ar:lbiC The margll1:11 legcnd III segmcnts bears tl\l,': Ill ill l IKlm..: and dlte The ccnt ral legend IS III threc 

lliles no,~m/ '/ / ... I/;m II II 1 A fl/.l'llIni" /dJllllu/a IIII1/klthl/, . Helper of Ihe rd IglOll (Islam) and the bel1evers 

(MII511111S) 111;'1\ 111:- ~lIlgdOIll be perpchlJ.ted ' 1111.: mJ.rglllal1cgend IS on the 101' segmcnt (ltmhC/ ("Of ;111) 

Thc Icft segllll'1 l1 IS IIIeglbk the bottom seglllcl1l ' Flruz:lb5d' :md Ihe nWIl seglllcni bears Ihe date (~2 1) In 

number 1 e :< 21/\11 The diameter IS H llUII and the \\'elght IS lIOt a\;ul"bk At present It IS III a pri':lte 

collection 111 IndIa " 

Typ!,; A2 Gold T:lIl~;1 

lllt.: ob\crSe bears the n:'IItlc of the Sultan In Tughra ch.1 r"clcrs JaitUu 'd dllm'!; ~w 'd din aluil mlltufjar 

M/l~amm(l{1 8111;11 1/1 .\'II/urn, 'Glol) of the \\orld and the rdlglon flthel or \ ICtOI) Muhammad Shah the 

Suitil ll ' 11lC fC\ cr"c al"OIll Tughr3. bc.1rs accord11l£, 10 lht.: readltlg of L111e Poole \\ Ith J. qUl,:SIIOIi mJ.rk III 

BMt COlli no:< I 1:1:> Sult;'llltil ' Azam) .. tht.: great ullan or So\erclgll ' 

Blil the rC\I,:rs!.!' legcnd of thL! com IS }g)(I/rI{f( Alltill m 1jtnl 'I /,,/tim 1111 1 Allil (hmin» , 'Kh"IIf.1 or Allah 

lu:lper of b;lam ;lI1d j\,lu"ll1ns;' I.:IIIC Pook has IIll src"d the legend III BM(' and put the qucstlon n);lrk. as 

he \\:IS a\\ .u!.!' tl1.1t thl.' rC~ldlllg IS not correct Due to partial absenc!; 01 the legend 11 could 1I0t be 

deCiphered proper" But companng the legend 10 rhL! sih er Tughra COlli of ~ llll1l:ir type and st~ Ie \\e rlla~ 

no\\ con lirm lhc 13I\K gllkl s readlllg 

T vpe AJ Gold T:III~a 

-nlc ob\ L!rse beals th ~' kgend III Ar.1blc 11\ a ClTeII.: m ,\'ultiin /I 'J. 'ci(lII.Joltil" 'd dllllyii ho -d din aM '/ 

mll/li}IIc/ AiIl!'/I11I1111d '1'(111 ". SII/liin.'11Ie JUSI ullan glol) of Ihe \\ orld and lell~lon, fath!.:1 of the W;lffI()1 

l\IuhJ.l1llllad Sh:lh Ihe SII!t:1Il 

The r!.:\crsc be:l rs Ihe ic!!,end III Arab ic III a quarterfOl! "0,1'11'1/ amin 'l 11/11 'mmi" IdJmtjll '/ Illiim I, 'a '/ 

tVII/I'IJlIlIII_ ' I'klper or Allllrlli Muminlll Succour of Islal1l and MuslllllS Thc I\hl'gll1 IS IlIeglblc so the lllilli 

\\ No. l.n. Il lII tc' IIN(" II I '\ 
y, Ibid. Fn 110 III 
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Jnd datc ;tri.: 1I0t dl!cq)llI,.:nlbk: TIll.': l'cLght of tlu s COLli IS I('() g(~ III S arid ,h!'; (1I:IIll!'; ICI IS '1)5" Ulch!,;s :Uld Ih!'; 

COul LS smalk:r III ~Ill: IhalL Ihl! Sih ef ones 

Stan GorOll has gl\l,;l1 Ihl: desc nplLolI of threc gold COlliS of J:tlaluddlll Muh:unmad Shah of the Kawa1e 

COl1l.:Ctl011 III Indl;,! ' :\11 the thrl:c coms arc ofTughra charaCh:r but h:\vc Ihree dlfTerent legends 

]'\,pc A4 Gold T:lI1k:l 

The obverse be;LfS Ihe 1ge rd III Ar:tblC 1Il:t circle III Tughra ch:tr:tctcrs hlal u d """)~i Il a'" clti,. ' Glory of 

Ihe \\orld :t nd n.::llgll.)I! ' rhe Ill:trgin oulsld!'! the clfcl;; IS moslJy cui olf frolll Ihe flan OI1I~ lilmha hO)Jh/\ 

\Ikkar/l Thl~ COII1 I'as ~Iruck' IS rcadabk l
•
j 

11",: n.;'ersc bears the legend also III Tug.h ra char.lcters III 

Ar;tblc (lhif '/1II11:tI!f. ,r \ Iliha/1/mml ,'ibMI lI\ SIII/(I/l kaal/ad AII6hll mll/AuJIII . • F ath!'!f of \ IClor:- Muhammad 

h:lh Ihl' SlI lt:lll. 111;1\ Allall pcrpc[lIah,:d ILl s kingdom TillS rl!admg of Goron IS doubtful There IS no 

COL LI of Jalal uddlll " L\II 111$ lIallLe UI'ldl!d III 10 1\\0 P3rtS on 1\\0 Sides of the saille COi n The \\elwn of the 

COIil IS I () ~ ~ram~ :lnd Ihe dlameler IS 23m11l 

T\'oc AS Gold Tank.il 

Thl! obverse bears thl.: 11<tl11e of the Sultan III Tughro. characters III a Circle Till'; scrlpl ls In ArabiC. Ja/(il,,'d 

chmyo wo -d "';1 (lhl!'1 l1Iu;alfltr MlIl,lOmmod ,'iN;" OJ SII/!(in. 'Glor: of the \\ol'ld and the religion f.lllu.;( of 

Ihe \ ICIOI'\ luhammad Shah the Sultan 

The re\\;rSe bC:1 rs IlL.: k'~l'nd III ArabiC also 11\ T ughr:l ch::Jr:lctt::rs 111 a Circle, Jlrf,lIrld /,\/iim '.I tl '/ MUS/linin 

~1II1"d{/ I1/lIlk(lIl" ' 11!.Iller or Isbill (,ellgloll) and the llIuslulls (bcllC\l!rs). rn:t~ Iu s kltlgdom be 

perpclwued ' l\brSIil gone \Velghl II I gr:1JllS and dl:ullcler N mm 

1\J)e 1\6 Gol_~,~ 

The ob\!.:rsc of II1Is I~ pc IS Ihe same as th~ ob\l::rsc lcgend of T) pc A5 Goron gavc 3. prob:1ble r~ ... dlllg of 

bolh sides iE.wllim AI/,;b lIti,,, sl.:cms to bl.: a correct readlllg of thc re\'crsc The weight IS II grams and 

Thc Skand:l allCllon COlli has not been described or Illustr.aled b) Goron II IS 0111 ~ mentioned 111 the 

1001110lC But Ralgor dlu ~t r ~lled It «(';11 tlO 207)11 , Ihere IS no d::lll: or mill! on Ihe COIll and the Icnennss arc 

of crude form corrl!~pondlllg the Silver COlli T~ pc 6 3 

" J. P Gocnk;1 COUCl:UOII. CakuBa 

I~ONS,1I0 1.0, \I IIIICr 1')%, I> Ii 
"'ONS, TLO IH . p I' 
•• IbId 
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Silver coms of hbllldulI1 :lTI.: found III :lbllUd:lIIcl.! and ;In.: d:'lled X I X·X 19 :'I nd X21·X3(,AH ta llOWl ng th!.! 

tol:l \\'elght ~Ialld:lrd Th.;~ arc:iS fI.>IIO\\ S 

Tv!)!; BJ, Sd\!.!r T~.IIh.:l 

The ob\l:rsc bcars Ih!.! kgel1d 111 ArabiC III a nlulufoll and III Ii"e IIIl!.!s (II SIIIfOn 01. 'ticlll .Iaml 11'(/ 

dllnyif Il ( /'t! !Iii, dhti" mtt:a/lw MII/wIIIJllml Shah. 'Till: Just ull:lll glory of the world and Ille rl:lIglon 

father of \ Icto0 r-. l l1halllll1 ~ld Shah' 

llie reve rs!.! b!.!;lI'l' the Iq;cnd III :t I'everleo lIlultlfml in a circle nn.ylftl amtn ', 11111 '//Imin. KIJ{l/I~ 1/" 1,INim 

",(, ., MI/.\I/I}II~n . thl.: eight segment of thc m:lrijill bear lhl: names of the four Khahfas with ep ithet, starts 

from I o'cioch. allt l clod, \\l$ C. segment (I ) Ahti Hak,.. (2) SldtlFq, (3) ~)mar, (4) ISlwlflih. (5fU~m(ln , (6) 

A(fcin. (7) Aft: (X)MIlr/m/a. therc IS no datl: or mint !lame on the com (Cat 110 20K) 

T"pc BI (:l) Sih kr Tankl 

The ob\ersc kgcnd :lIld d":slgn alc tht: sail II: as T~ pe 81 Thl: n,:\ ersc legend :ll1d d":slgn :He also the same 

as abm.: but thl: sl:gll1 l:nlal legends are a bn dlO'crent llie l1ames of the foUl Khahf;ls arc \\ ithollt cPl thcl 

and ah~mald~ plac~d \\lth dale The first segment $I:tn.s from I{) o·clod. anti clock \\lSt.: \\Itll (I) A~Hj 

SakI'. (2 ) \.lm(th (3) '()mctr. H)~(lmlill. (5) rlJ~man. (6),fI.ri.,ora (7)'.4/1: (~) ~(m'iifl/l lll fy{/h (Cit 1102(9) 

T\pc 1lI (b) Sd\cr T:ml-a 

The ob\crse I~ the ~;une as Type 81 bUlthc legend is III fouf hm:s the \\ord MIf~amm"d is m tha: bCgllllllg 

of IlI1e four TIlt.: rl:\ l:m' IS the same as: thl: revc.r51.: of T) pI.: B I (:1) but wllh slight dilTerenct.: in rendenng 
, 

Ihe date The l1lar'gmallegend III segUlelltS start s from 10' 0' cloc.k \\ilh Rat;i II I Awwnl: Ihen III s~g.Jl1cnt 2 

" OI1l:'lt' segment .1 's:IIl:lh S:lI1l:in: segml.:nt .,f U~nl:ll1 : ~l!gmenl .;, "::l:tllara: segmen t 6 "All : 51.:gllll.:l1t 1§:1I11:1Il1I 

ml~ ah : sq;l1lelit X ~\ bO Oal- , '«(;II 1I02 1U) 

T \ pe B2. S!I\cr TjllIJ..a 

The ab\crs bc.1rs Ihl,; n:1IllC of the Sultan III a circle \\ nil th l.! tille (/.) SIIII(l11 ,,/ Ad" s,1JUe as the t~ pc 8 I. III 

li\ e lliles bUI :11 the heglllntng of the line Ibur there IS ,,' IIIIII(i/lld Illslead of \11 mllftl/lor of tile T~ I)C B I 

1l,C reverse bears the kgeml 111 a squ:m: \\ilhin ::lnother square. lhl.! legend is the same as lht; reverse of 

legend of T~pl: BI But the marglll:ll legend III the corner trtallgul:l r segmenl s though nOI \c0- clear. 

seemed to be "mi:i,Iwtl on Ihe lOp lefl Sl:gml:1I1 The lo\\er left IS III t;gible. tile lowel right segment 

'{/IJmrfl and tile 10 1' right ~(lmil}) Ill/yah, The ullIt llulllbl:r IS dlcgJblt;. tlu; Ill:ll'glll siands fo r ·Flnl1...1bad. (. c 

stnsek (II Flruz;lbad 111 xl 'tAH (C:u.no.2 11). 

II Dlhp RaJ~or. $I,l llli.lrd C.l l;lloH~C of Sull ,lll:lIC COlliS or llld1:l. Bombay Amrap;!11 PubhcillJOIlS. (hl'lJcxforth 
R:Ugor). P}9 1 p 2(,. I~pe ll1 l 
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TVDC 8 3; Silver T anka 

'nil! obversc be~rs thl! n~lI ll e of the Sult:m 111 :1 multi fOil Scalloped circle m~dc out of W.tccll il.res. the 

legend IS III fi\~' 11l1 ~'S ,/o!(i/ lid dl/nyc; ",(1 d r.h~) II ",iI MII;(ltlr.lr MII~r.lnm/(/d .'il.uih {I\' S,"!cin 

The fCverse Icsend I~ 11\ ;l c!lw.rterfoll 11le segments cont;un the date and mull name In the quanerfol l 

ml)lr/l'/ II/(flll IItl l III/"hl//;" I0l1l/ul(l mllikulw. ' Helper of Isl:.m :lnd fVlus1u115 Ill:!.) hiS kingdom be 

perpetuated ' The Ill;lrglllal Ic~cnd from Ihe tOI> fight anti clock\\lse ,hmh(l /Up/II.) l/klU/(/i /; ,d./·ik cih;;c/ 

,(mull ,If IN ',111$ com ":I~ stnlck 11\ al·F lruGlb:ld 111 the )ca r XIXA H This I ~pc IS :llso foulld d:Hed lS I!) 

frollllhc same Illlll! ami from J:lnnatabad Tht::lc 3n.: four V:lrlJ.llijIlS III tlus t}pe 

I'oe 031a) S,h erTankOl 

Another "af1el ~ IS round (.];Ih.:d X II), mull name IllegIble" Ith a dlfferenl deSign The legends of bOlh the 

ob\erse and n.:\~rse :'lrC "~me as T~pl,: 1:3 3 but both arc III a clTcle 

T\'oe 133 Ibl SIl\ \i[ ra~ 

The obverse b~urs the lIaml: of the UIUUl III an i.:lght foiled clrd e III five tllles. s::ulle as the obverse legend 

of Type BJ The n.;\cI'St.: b~rs tht.: same legt.:nd as Typt.: 63 III a cHele bUI the anungcmcnls arc different 

III thi.: margHl ' Ih ~' <.:1 ,.<.:lIlar kgenJ JS CjflrlhCf hUlIhl\ l l lcJ:."fIl II ~/(I(/rlll l'irli=j;hiid wmah 1I2J 1111s com \\as 

SIr\t<.:k III H:lcl r~tI Fmlz:lh;ld 11\ the year M2IA H' (C;!t no 2 17) Tills \ ' art1~ IS nlso Issucd frolll the mml 

Iqlllll Mu'a.v.al11abJd but dalC'S Wilt digit IS iIIeglblt: (Cat no 2 16) 

T\'pc 8 3 (c) SII\Cr'l'illlk" 

llle legends. art: S~II'I,: as. T~pl,: 133 but thl,: obvcrst.: IS III Tughra charnell,:r :Uld the re\,crst: dt:Slgn a Circle 

111C nltlll 1<; D:lkhll OanJa h~a h drltcd g3! (Cat 110 2 1 1$) 

1\ 1)e 83 (d) S,I\er T;\IIka 

The legends ~rc same :1:. T~ pI! B3 but both the obvcrse aud rl,:\'crse arc also round with some \ari:ltiolls III 

dl,:sll;l.n The I..:nel HI}; IS cl'I.lde The obversi.! legl,: lld IS elthcr III 3. leticrcd sudhce or ill a Clrck and the 

fC\ Cf'$C IS 11\ a ~qu.ln.! \\ Ilhm a clrclc like the re\crse dcslgn of the gold T~ I)I,: A I but \\ Ithout the dalc alld 

mini (Cat no 2 I IJ) 

TVJ)I! 84 Siher Tank;) 

1lle obwfsc bl,:;:tfS the kSt:lld. the name of the Su ltan. the same ;as T~ pc 03. Ul a circle. The revefse bears 

lile legend In::t square \\Ithlll a circle and the legcnd IS thl,: sallie as thc rt.,,'verse legend of Typc 01 but " Jth 

\Ill (lddlllOn of YJIIIIII/CI IIIlIlk(llw at the ~nd No IIIml "ame IS on the COlli and the unit digit has dl sappe:\rcd 

GUI the second digit. the lenth. IS 'nW(l1'(1 I c le n and t: Igltl hundred (I e ) g I '1 , so therc IS no doubt tJlat the 

d;;'lle IS either g I X UI' X 19 ThllS. thiS typc \\;lS Issued durtng Jalaludd l!l 's first h..:rtll or 11.11..: (Ca t no 220) 
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' 1lerc arc 50111 ... \;Irn.:IKS ;\\;:"Iabll; \\1 lh the same leyc.:nd but dl.!.."IgJlS :I.n.: dltlerl:llt ' n lC ob\lCrsl' IS :l llm tccn 

:lIced. 11Iul llloli $u111e h;l\ ..... scallop ar len arcs with cl lnCII.:nl dales :tnd IlIlIIls. one COul bl'.:tr a dear ll11nl 

name \\llIeh IS dlll icull h) asccnnm bUI seems 10 be f/llnhu huphu .\lkkClIII Ii IJcikhll /Jmljulyoh tll1A II 

'This eOIl1 \\:\s 51 old, 111 1):'Il..h ll B:'IJljahyah In M32I\H' The prefix' O:lkhl r mc.1 1lS cntr;\IICC 1111.: d:IlC IS 

c\cal Although Ih ... n:~dll\!; of B:U1j3hY:'lh IS doubl fu I. th":I'C IS n031tl.: rnall\ e n.,,~d ll1g (C:1t no 221 ) 

I 'll!; 05, S!I \0anJ.,a 

1111.: obvl.:rse be;Jr~ the.; Iq;l!nd III A r~lblC III a elrek tll.mltj,i/lid It 10llill 'r n(l~lIl/(i/J ./(,ltilll ·o ,IIIII)'t.; W(/ 'u (,h" 

oh,i', mUfu{f(l1' tl'/lI/wmlll(l{1 ,"illiih (1,\',SIII{iifl, 'The warrior III Iht: path of the MercI ful g,10l) of Ihc \\orld 

and religion falher of \ ICIOI) Muhammad Shnh lhe Sult:lll ' 

-n il': re\'ersc be,l rs II".: SaIlH! kgend ns T~ I}C B I's reverse IllS o\so III a clrel ... In lhe margin tjtlrlb(/ hapJII '\ 

"Untll h, Mil 1I;;alluiMd ThiS COlli \\;u: SI(uck at I\ lu au.IIIl:l bad' Thl: d.lle IS Il kgJblc ThiS T}pl.! 8 5 IS 

l 11\;\\ I ~ pc fO l J:l laluddll\ It has 1101 bl,.,\:11 mcntloncd III the ( 'urpIII Thl.! ob\\:rsc k£.l!nd begills frolll IlIIe 

1\\0 \\ hcre (II mlltfihld II IS IJIscTlbl,.'d :lIld lille Oll l.! IS a conlllltmtion of thiS I e mbi/l'r Uahmull Th~ Ihlrd 

h ilt IS III nonll:lI order (Cat 110 222) 

I\ pe B6, Siher T;lIlha 

The obverse bc.1rs Ihe "~IIIlI:l IIls ldc a wcle In Ih ree IlIles IA tloh" 11/(1 Alit/hit MII~I(/mmadltr NO.lul Allah, 

"Thl:fe IS no God bU I '\lllh Muhaml11ad 15 ule M ... sscngl.!r5 of Alb h", the lIla rgm olll::ade th ... CIrC:It..! bears 

tjlll'lha ""IJh/l "at/III J; IkrHuI IJ(IIl/oliYClh \'011(111 82/ , "11115 com \\as struck 11\ Oakllli 9JI\J:l Ii~ah In th ... 

~car X2 1" 11le n.:\er~ ... he:'lrs the 113m ... oflh ... Sul tan wllh IU.$ lIIk's and KUIl\:'Ih III Tughrrt ((":'11110 223) 

111c ob,,:rsl.: Ixals th..: ":'nllll1a same as COin T~ pc 86. \\ Ilh lhl.! clfcular l1largl1l:l1 legend collllllllng Ihe 

1111111 name ami d;HI! l h: n.;\crse b,,~rs the name of fhe ' u1t:ln III Tughra \\ IIh an add It lOll of allllilfly)'u/ 1m 

/(iYI 'd ilr NIIl/IIIUII bl!fore l ite Il:lllle Jala luddm "he full legend IS (//' mllll'l) ~\'/d ha lay)" 'd ( If UO~mltll1 

.Inliilllll,hmylt 11/1 rI t.hil ab/i " mll;aQar MIII!omnw(/ ,'iNiJt (II' SU!!ifn, 'S (n.:n~lhenoo b)' lh ... support of th!! 

Mercifu l. Glory or the \\ orld nnd rdiglon f<t lher or viCtory Muh:ulUl\ad Shah thc Sultan' (Cattlo 224) 

All Ihe COlliS of 1:l1aludchn ha\ IIlg Ihe Ka llnm on one Sldl! (ob\l), the olh~~r Sldc gell ... ra ll> III Tughr.a h:tS 

ellher hiS Imllle olll~ as Ihl.! rcwrse ofT~ pc 136 Or prcfl:-..ed \Vlth (1/ 11/1111'(1)1)"" hu tii)J'1 'd (11' U(lbmcin as th ... 

rC\I.:rsl: of T\ pI.' 137 These eoms lII a ~ be c311ed the Kall1na IH>C With :'I s1I1gJc T ughra T) pI.! B6 coms :m: 

foulid from al- FI" lzab;ld IllUII datt:d ~24 :and ~27 and 'Arsah 5:\1£,<10111111111 ofullccnalil d:uc X-7 T)Ilc 137 

IS found from al Flfll t.:lb:ld d:l tcd SN, 'Arsah (b[gaon) Ch:lIS.1011 d:lted X27 \\lth sonll; ,;trillions III 

deSigns :lnd :l lso III !' Ill,!' I c \\I\h:l bigger flan ha, Illy Ihe dl;unctcr 3:; 111111 
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Tvpe BX. Silvcr Tanka 

TillS IS anOlht:r I\PC of sl11gle Tughra cOin The ob\ crse b,a rs till': n~lme of the Sultan III Tughra as T) pc 

B6 

T he re\erse be~ rs 111 the ccntre a sJlI:t1l circle surrounded by :t clf elc Qf arabesque, the central cHcle 

COl1lalllS the Icgelld III Arabic '0""1/·' '/ohh<ir. ·Slave of the All powerful ' AI4Jabbar IS one of thc IlInt) nJll t: 

bc~tlnc n~IllCS of A llah \vh ~ J:tl ~l uddll) used Ih ls type of kgend III his coms IS not kno\\11 In the 10w'l" 

portJOIl of the dl.'sign I h ~' d:llc 1\34 h~s becn II)scnbed No IIlIllI n;'lIne IS IllcntlOlll.:d (C~t no 225) 

TIlls t),lle IS nol much kllo\\ 11 . IMe has Illustrated am: COLlI w il h (hI.: date p:1ll punched Reccntl)' the dale 

has bCI.:II :tcl.:rt:llllcd frolll tile cOins of Bl yal1l B:tzm hoard There were. se\cra l COIilS o f IIIIS I) I)I! III the 

hoard nil \\ Ilh the d;lt l! X ]"~ : 

J\PC B9 SJtH:r T:ln~:t 

Another t~pes of smgk Tughra bearms Ihe sallle legend and :m :U1gel1lcnt on both sides ltke Type X,bu l 

Ihe shape IS elglll pctalled Onl> 1\\0 of thiS UIlt(IUC type. IS known so far One was publi shcd 111 Rajgor4
' 

another IS III a pm :lIe COIiCCllOIl 10 Dhaka"" Not a smgle coin of th is shape IS kno\\ n among the Sultan or 

Mugh:II COlliS I)r al110ng Ihc COlliS of the Sultans of Deihl BOlh the coms : II'C dated 1'1 34 as th l.! usu:11 'ohull} 

!"bbi;r I) I)C'S d:lI..: I) !)lUll l1allll.: IS n.'Cord\.:d 

T\ pc B I 0 SIIH.;r Tal1~a 

The ob\l.:rsc bCJ~ th l! 1I:l1111! of the Sul!:1Il1l1 J Circle or 111 a II!l1l!rcd surf:lc,,; III T\lghr~1 char:lctcr as in Typl.: 

A2 (I c gold T~ pc All 

Thl.: rc\ersc be:Ir '; the legend III a 1>lal1l aTC:I or III a lettered surface also III T Llghra character 6JllIlljm Allrih 

nii,\lwl Miim Ilul AIt,,/Jm;lI. "lo;gercrclll of All ah helper of Islnm and MuslllllS' II IS :l crude lypl.: and 

may be compared \\ Ith the gold com number 81 of 8 1\<1C. In most of thl.: coms the word 'KhahfalU ' IS 

either off the Ilan or panmlly \lSlb le 0 minI. dale, or t1larglll on the COlli Thl.:re. e .... isl SOllie varitlcs III 

slh er. \\llIeh :lrc S1I11I1:1I to thiS I ~ pe \\l th the same legends on bolh Sldl!S bUllhe e ... ecutlon IS beller and 

h:tve the 11llllll1:tI1K :lnd datI.: III ll unu.:rJls 111 flanks of til l! re\-crsc 

In these double TlighTa COH1S the I11l11t S Chatgaon d.alcd ~ 3 1. Daklul Bal1Jalt~ a datt.:d ~3 1 and ~32 and 

r\<lua.zzam:tbad. date Illegible h:l\ C been idcnti fi l.'CI (Cat nos 227,228 & 229) 

4, PTL\':\!C collect 1011, Dhak,l. Dr Ishaq Im:lI11 
41 RaJgor. p 25. I~ pc 28(, 
4~ Pr;v:llc collecl10ll, Mr Iflckh:1T AI:ltl1 
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T\pc Bil. Slh crTilllk;1 

Thl; obvl,,! rsc IS [hI,,! S:l llll,,! as the abo\1,,! T) pl,,! BIO Til l,,! fC\ l,,!rSI; legend nlso III Tughr:l III n Circle out th t! 

I\:gcnd 1$ liJJaltllll Alflih ,/1 or"", Ilci~lr"l I.,him w(ll ""1.\'1111111" 'v lCC!)erelll of Allah (In the E:lrlh helper of 

lsklill ilnd MlISlllllS' M ;:) I ~ III, d Icgl,,!ll(] Qu t:; lde the circle enCIrcled by o.nother ci rcle con(ams Ihl! I11l1ll aud 

d:lIc c/lll'lh(1 11(1=111/\ Ilk/Will li'Ana/t .JMkdmv ((1/(IIJ.:tlllII) ,allull 836 'This CO lli \\:\s stnlck 0.1 'Ars:lh 

Chalg;lotl III [hI.' \~.r X}h' Th is [~pe IS 0111) found \\ Itll the 1111111 narnc. Chalgaoll ::Iud with fille e'I.!ClI IIOn 

of thc.1·ughr.'l and hal IIlg :t bigger n .. n. [he d':lllll.!h.:r IS gel1cr:tll~ :lhOlLl 31 10 J3 111m (Ca t no 230) 

TylX 0 12. 5,h\:[ L1nJ..a 

'nle obvl.!rsl! bl.!~HS the name of the SullM in a circlc of tf3l!1guhr rays \\1111 a dOl III each tnanglc, The 

legend IS JaWI ud d/ll/pi uo'c/ diilltbfi'/ mlifaffar MI/{Iamnwd S.1.,aI, (I:, SIl/~'111 The reverse bl!!lfS:t1l linage 

of a Sl) hZl.!d lioll f:tclIlg eit her the right or left :llld a hne of ArabiC legend "bo\ e lhe lion. whlcll was re~td 

b~ Bhallash;th as hili 1\(1111 .'i!J6h son of Kans Shah L.aler scholars ::III :I.ccepeted Bhnll:l.sh:l.h's rc:.dlllg Thrs 

Oil\! Ime rnscnpllOIl 1111 the rcH:rsc \:.r ll:s III dlfTerent corns No corn of lilis t~pc l;H.:nrs any 1111111 nutnl.! or 

dat~ (em no nIl 

T, pc B 12 .. 511",,( T'IIlJ..~1 

A rare ''ancl~ of T) pc A 12 lhe lion 1') pt;: 11\ wluch Ihe li on IS on the left and bIn Kans ShJh has been 

"nllen lt1 1\\0 llIl!!.':; \\hlch dearJ~ sho\\ th:lIthe l::lst \\ord IS nOI ' h:.h' but 'J\.......t I mn) be n:Jd 3S 'abtar' 

belo" the hOIl bl.'\\\ccn the (our leg and hll1d legs some \\rltmgs II has becn read as glh Julus bUl the 

rcndll1g IS not th.:c from doubt (Cal no 232) 

Tvplt 91 3. Slher Tanka 

S :Ul\C as T~ pc B 11 but the shape. of lhe com IS hcx:lgollal. there IS 110 mrnt n~lIne or d:lIc on [he coin (Cal 

L10 233) 

T \[)c I3I4 Slh>.!! DoubleT:mJ..a 

S:une as Type B 12 bu t thl.! \\elght of the com 15 a double 1:lI1k:l . l l 44gms 

T\ll!: 01 5 Sihel Tcu r:mbil 

The Ob\CfSl' OI,,!:lr s th\.' n;II IlC of lll\; Su ltan 111 Tughrn III :l squ .. n: \\l\h l/1 :l elfek ~nle tou r segments cont:Uil 

qunba /1(1;.1/11/ 'tldlil'/I/I/ Ii (II "ll'Iizlihiid 1011(1/1 {who' '/lllI'Ill IHI ~{//n[mll 1111)011. 'tlus COIil \\ ;15 s tnu;;k III 

Fml7...bad III Ih l.' \ enr t\\l.'rll~ IO\l r :tnd Clghl hundred' I C K24AH 

Th~ rc\~rsc IS the sal11l.':ts the abo\c com T)vc 01 2 but the weight of Ih l.! COlli IS 105gl11s and thl.! di :lln~l~r 

is (,7111111, l glgantlc com ((':It no 235) 
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Denomina tio ll al fui ns 

'[,pc BI 6 H;!lfT;Ull..a Sll\~ 

111e obveTse be:trs thl.' :1111111.' of the Sultan 111 a dl:coratl \e CIrcle III four lilies J(fllil "ei dllflytf wtld chi, l ,Mil 

Imt lotlnr:glor. or thc \\orlo and n:leglon r:l.Ihcr of \Ict0l) , The TI;\crsC bl.4'l.~S the rcst or the legend III 

three IlIlcs also 11\ a cl!.:corall\'e circle M/lhammod ."ilmh til SII/!lin 1;11111/1(/0 m/ilk/lllll. ' t-. luh::tlllm:ld Shah till.' 

Sultan 1113\ hi) I..lIIgdolll be l>crputu:ucd No dalc or mml 1$ Ulscnbcd on Ihl.' COlli The \\I,::tght IS ," ,gill 

:lIld 22mm III dl;ul1clcr ('at no 23(t) 

TVDC B 17 Om;ocl!:,llIh Stl \'l.: rTanka 

"nle ob' crsc tx.'~lrs the Iq;eud III pl:lIn arc;! oh,i " IIIII:aUl1r Muhammad S11,1h. the regnal IInme Jnlal ls not 

vISible on the COlli The TC\ erse bc;!rs the legend on a pl:lIn nrcn III t"o IlIles, G.\ .':iIlI,OIl lII,dk"llI. Wei 

SIII!lil/(lh" No IIIJI £ III. I11 l11t or dote ' 5 rccorckd The \\elght b I 2.Jglll :tnd dlametcT I!' 11111111 (COlI no 

237) Onl~ ' \\0 fr:le IIOn;!1 COUlS o rlln;:, ullan arc kno"n 

II IS kno"n that no cOl\t elllpOr.1r:l ~ sources or reference. C\Cepl a few pmme lelh.: l's of sal/liS like Nur 

Qutb ul 'A lal11 or P:U1dua and Ashrnf J::th .. nglr Sill1ml1l1 of J:'lUulmr h:I\ -'= bl..'Cn dlscovcn:d to Judge the 

e\'ents of Raja lanesh and IllS son J.1du lllelr coms 311d lIIscnptlons arc the onl) collh:mpor:II') sauret-'S of 

Ihe pcnod concernl.-d 

S Ihe onl~ d;al~d gold COIllS of Jalal uddlll IS of g2LT)pl; A I l11dlcatcs Ihe \:IT) bCgulIllllg of hiS second 

tCTlIl of (uk So. 11m. m.I' h:t\c bl.'Cl1 of IllS coron:UIOn COlli of the sccond term All hiS gold COins bear on 

the ob\ers~ Ihe n;lme 01 th\.' ' ull an \\ I\h tlu; rcg:tIILllc Jalaluddll1 ;lllli KULl).lh \.'I lher 'abu'I II1I1 /":lffa r' (T~ pI.' 

A I A2. A'; and '\(I).or ',lbu'1 IllIlJahLd' ( r~ pe 3) T) pc A " ;lIsa beMs III add Ilion {/\ .\II/Ililll/ / ·tid" and 

IIlstcad 01 :lbu I 11I11/:II1.1r abu I I1Il1J;thJ(1 , ... hlch IIldlcalc..~ th:\1 these COIllS \\ctc s ilmlar 10 111 :-' I/litLul coms 

III Sil l er (\ l' Xl X·X 1 \) W I/b ) bOlh 11\ the legend S( ~ Ie and des l~u DlIe to thl.' llleglbtlu) of the mnrglll:.ll 

kgend of T~ pI.' A~ the date and mUll could 1101 beclI dcclphcfed No d:tll:d sll, er COlli of the second tcrm 

shol\ thl: ,nk 'as Sultan I 'adll ', therefore, tht.: gold I) pc ;\3 's d:lle mo) h:l \C bccn of the lirsl term of IllS 

nlll; In liIat c·:lse II 1II;l\ be ;\sslIl\led Ih:ll 1abluddm struck gold COlliS from \ cT) begmnmg of IllS n il l.! and 

It m:l~ ha lc bc .. n 1,, :0. C(lronntlOIl or commemor.tlfon com 

As rega rds the ob\els .. : k g.elllJ of Jalaluddlll's slhcr COlliS ofthc. rlr~llcrlll (I c COlliS be;tnuy thc d;lles K I K 

:\nd ~1~). :\11 COlliS b":'1 r Ihe n:une of the ull:lII ellher \\1lh on l~ Ihe regnal tit le Jal:',luddm or wllh the 

addi llon:ll 1IIIe of r/I SII/,dmd i f(III 't he Jllst lilian' a. .. III COlli Types B I. 82 :lIld 81 GUI ::unong those III 

GI . ;l nti 93 Ihl.' t\uII\:lh I .. 'Abul 'luZ30"' r' :Iud 111 13 2 KunY'lh IS 'Abu l MUJ:lh ,d' 
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Type B 1 h:JS three v:uictlcs Joccordll1g 10 Ille I11Jorglilal IC6clld otherwise 311 threc coins arc same Vanct) 

BI (3) hJ$ the four Kh::t hfas n ~"11lCS \\ jlh their epilhets \\ nltell anll clocl'\\ lse 111 e ight SCSlIlents, each 

Khnllfas 11 :11111': fO IlO\\cd b\ each epllhl.:{ as Abu B::t kr Sld(hque. Umar. Khall:lb el C No minI nalll l.: or date 

hlS b .. 'Cn IllCIIIIOII~'d 

Vanel) 91 (b ) bC:tf.)i the fO llr Khallfas Il:"lilles III four Ill ::t rgul:ll segments a lternatel) 1)I::'cl;d 1\l lh the d::tte 

bUi without the II1lll t 1I:\l1IC, the d:tle IS 11 18AH Type BI (b) IS most 1I1lpOriant due to presence of the 

month R:tbl ul A\\\\a l III 011\,: of the st.:gmclIIs of tht.: re\crst.: m :Hgm All Iht.: three COlliS of Type 81 Jnd 

Type 8 2 bear on Ihe l\:\crSe nil,11I"1l Oil/in" mu'mmin g/Jau1uJ /shim 1,1(11 MII.l'/IIni'" which I1lc.a.ns thai rhe 

convened Jadu nu\\ hlaluddm bcc:um.: thl; 'helper of the lc;lder of the believers' 311d he IS 'succour of 

Islam and MuslulI!;' Thcrefore. he \\1 11 IIllhold the ~lISC of Islam and Muslims As If hI; IS anllounclng 

lhM the Muslllll Call1 lll 11nll ~ should not be worned Th!.! hnrm was dOll!.! b)' Ganesh to the MuslI lI1s 

Jala luddlll Muh::lI ll lllad 1\ 111 rcdeem that as a Just Sultan T~ pe B 1 com's mafgllla l lcgend is samc as Type 

BI (b). names Of lhc four khah fas belllg placed altcmatel) WI th the dale 111 \\ords But IIlsl<.'3d of'sa.nah' of 

Ihe COI I1 T~ pc B 1 (a), III T~ pc B 1 (b) the name of the month hos bcen Inscnbes as Ra b l 1 ThiS IS the onl) 

K.J10\\ n COIil of Jala luddm 11\ \\ IHeh the name of the month has been included Bhattash::.h Ill isread tillS 

J,\I1 t.::'! Ralmd 1\\\\\:11 :IS )~l-Sona rgaon" and follo\\mg hlll1 other schobrs rc;ld it as Sonargaon.lto 

But Rabl I. IS ck;1I 011 tilt.; COlli ;lIld In no \\;1) could It h.,; read oth!.! l'\\ Ise Sonargolon as il nUll! w .. s s topped 

dUring Slbnd~lr Shl h's rule and IIIslcad he IIllroduccd :-'·Iu'alz."I111:lbad <IS a Tll IIl( III 760AH The name 

SOIl:l rg<lon as a 111 1111 I\as onl) rell\ed by DOUlUJ mardan De, 11\ 1339 S:tk .. (K20AII ) as Suvamagr:un and 

ne,er r .. -appc.1 h.:d III the Sultanl COIllS of O<'~IIg;:11 

N O'1 the question IS I\ h ~ did J:t lalucldin put the name of the month Rabl I III hiS COIllS of 81 ~AH There is 

no e\!ldence to e'p i;ull thiS l3ut as g I ~ IS till': date of Ius firs t aSC(';IISlon to the throm;, so It can rcsol1abl , 

tx,. conJcctur .. -d :'15 Ius cmonatlon month and hI! lila) have bL'C1l enthroned III f\'lay 14 15CE or convened to 

Isl:1.In 111 Rabl I \\llIch has beell conllnemoratcd 011 the COlliS 1'lHs IS the unly known COlli bea ring the 

month ::IS :1lr e;ld~ bl,.'Cll Illl.:nl lom:d emllcr Thcrefore. II 111USt carl) some special significance ror lin.: reign 

of JaI;1 ludd1l1 

Type Bl (a ) has no nunt name and date but cornp;mng With the other dated COIllS and olso comparing With 

T~ I)C 8 2, II t1la~ be a~st lll1ed 111:11 :t lltht:sc fou r COlliS be-anng the tltlc as. ul!:'Intil Adll ha\ e been struck 

from the same Ill ln! of FlruZ.ib::ld and were ISSUL'(j dunng hIS ti rst term Llkc\\ ISC the gold coin T) pe A3 

... COIl'S and Chronolab~ p 127 (TH)C D. 2b) 
-'to COrptlS. p Mil &82. TIlX'D 
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Type B3 coms bl':-If'~ 011 th l.: obvcrsc lil l; nallle of blaluddin and Kun~ah 'abul Mu zaITar' and til l; reverse 

bears the lcg,cl1d 'hdp~r of Ishllll and Muslims' In IhLS t) pe thcre nrc ~Isa some \antL CS. lIlulllfa il as 

oh \'crsc d~" L g,11 allli (IU:ldL LIi.)L I as I C\ 1;($..: (T~ pt: 133 (a)) Of both sides :In,; \\ Llhll1 a ClfCIi.:: 

llle revl;rse of T) IX; U3 bears \hl: icgend helper of Islam and the MuslIms and :l b!.: l1edlcllon. 'rna) hiS 

kmgdom bl.: perpetu;lIed' Th..: l1larg ll1 ~\1 Icgelld conlall1s Ihl; mill! and d;tl~ Type 13 3 COlliS bear III th~ 

margin thc muu nallll!." Flnt7":lbad. dated X lIt g II.) and J:-tnn:lIabad dated g 19 T) pI; 133 (a) bears the dat e 

g 19 but tIll! millt n:ulU: LS Illegible Type 134 IS also :'111 carl) com t)'pc of JablIJddlll daled cllher IS lIS or 

K19AH 

The COIllS dated XI YAH of Jalaluddl1l arc a few in number Kanm mcntloned 111 the Corpus on ly two, one 

111 BMC (COIll 110 72). the OIIIl;r in IMe (COlIl no 94) We 1I:\\e noticed 0111\ tlm;e more caUlS of XI 9 11\ the 

collection of 81\J\ 1 and t\\O 1110re III 1\\0 pm alc collecllOns" 

Therefore.. II t'an bl.! surm ised Ih:lt hl:lluddiLl ruled III Ii 19 for n short tllll l.!. say two or Ihrl.!C illOnlhs 

IillJAH sian III lSI f\l:irch 1-116, so he L1l:l )' ha ve n':lglll'd lIplO May- June 1416CE There IS 110 COIll of 

hlaluddll1 or al1~ olh!.:f I'\ llIslim dated 1(20 AN But a COlli bcaflllg Ihe nal11e of O:muJI1l:l rd::tna Ocv h~ 

becn found d:ltl'd 13W S:lk:l . \\ llIch corrcsponds to t!,20AH. 

From K21 AH Ja l ~dudd ln rCI)Calcd the t ~ pes of IllS earl ier coms of ~ I K and ~ 19 but With va riant dcslgns 

~ g T) pc 03 (bJ dJiI.::d X21 (Cat no 217) T}pc 83 (c) datt.:d 83 ' :wd B-l (a) dated S32 both stnu;k froll1thc: 

mUll 'Oakhll H:lIlph~:lh '. a nc\\ millt He also st ruck ne\\ I)PCS ill slh c!' dunng IllS second lI.,:nll T) I)C 05 

\\l lh thc :ldd1\lonal Ilt k of 'a I hlJahld fi sabl l ar Rahm:lll' from i\'IU'a1.7.:unab:1cl mlill Though Ihe formula 

was nOI a nc\\ one and used e~ rher b~ Slkand:lr' Shah Jal:lluddm also mlroduced some 111.:\\ types of 

legcnd. de~ I ~1I :lLld "h:I!l\.' [,:1\ Ill!; 110 :tfrd tatlOlI 10 IllS r.111111) rcgard ing the cOin HJdulOII Hc n.: lI1troduccd 

the [.\:111111:\ aHel :llutlg 11111.:n:11 Of :lboll t 10\\ cenlum:$ and 11lIroduced Tughra ehar.tcll!fS for cOIl1ICgl.!l ld:.. 

SII1g,lr.: Tughr:'L 0111\ 01\ rc\et:-;e :t ~ 5ho\\1\ 111 T~pc 06 calilS d:lled X21.X ~6 from Ihe II1I11IS of Oakllll 

Bal~l:'Ih ) :'Ih , Ch:lIgaoll. S:! lg~OI1 . Fml1:l.bad ~lId double Tughr~. Tughra on both Sides of the com ;'IS sI10\\11 

11\ T~ pe 0 t I :U1d 13 12. 111 \ ;LrI:lulh clalll1l11g the Iltle 'khallfat AIl:lh' 0 11 the n.!\ crse T) pe 0 3 (c) is the onl) 

COlli bc.1f1 ng Ih l.: nallll.: of the 1I11aJl III Tughr;'l alllong Ihe single Tughr;'l coms llus type 13 3 (c) Ill:'Y also 

be conSidered :'$ :l I)PI.: or smglc Tugh ra com «':It 110 2 1 t!,) Jal:lluddlll also Lll1fOduccd sc\ cr:'ll nc\\ shaped 

COinS and of \JflOII:- \U:lgll1S A I1C\\ Iypc of hl:!luddm IS represcl11l.:d b) T) pe B X (Cat no 225), a nc\\ 

shape as Sho\\11 III T\ pe 139 (C:l1 no 226). both bear on reverse thL.: legend ' Abdul Jabbar' 

• One COII\ \\l1h ISh,Jqllll.l111 or Dhaka anOlher \\llh J S Dc~clI.C:lI1,ld;1 
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Ollh all!; COlli of Ill\: T\pc 13X \\as publi shed 111 IMe but there \\::IS no dah: or IllIIl! n:lnle on the COIl1~~ . . 
Reccntl ~ 1II0rc than tum ~ uch COlliS \\ en: leportcd 10 be fOllnd "' the UI) a III h:t.l.:H hoard the presl,;llt wnto 

hns seen t\\O dalcd W illS of thi s hoard, of X34 nll,;fC IS no mi ll! namc, 

Jalaludd in IlInO\aled n I1c\\ shapc \\ llh the S;1llle legcnd and arn.:ngcmellt as t ~ pc OX thats \\h}' 11 may bc 

n'garded:' '' :l \:l IU.: t ~ of r~ l)e Bt< But T~pe 13~ bears all cightl)cllalk:d Sh;11)e on the edge, a design LlIHquc 

not onl~ for , tlltalll COIII~ or l3ellg:d but for Ilu.: cntln.:: sub conl lnenl 

So. IllS IIIo."aled ,I~ :t ~cp,l(ale [ ~ PC Only IwO ofllu,:sc ::tre kl,o\\!l and prcscrH.:d II' l)rI vate colllec(lons. OIiC 

III IndIO :md pllbll:;hed III ROlJgor I" , the Other III a prlvale c01I\!ction in Dhaka'" \\hutch IS unpubllsh\..-d 

Jalnluddlll r-.'llIh.:'IInm:1d IIllroduccd for the first lime Tug,hrn ehar:l.eters III Bcngnl nUil1ISlllntiCS Mnny of 

hiS Tughr:. \ ~HtC tICS 11:1\ e bC\!1I di scovered bolh in gold and sil ver ;md sing!!! (t.:Hhcr obvcrse or reverse). or 

double (both stdes) J:lbluddlll IIltroduced IlK'Il~ new l) peS of gold and sd\ cr COIilS His double Tughra 

CO II1S, of gold :lr\,! c!nsstfleu as T~ pes ;\2. A4 , A 5. ;\6. and sih er ones as T\pes 13 I 0 and B II these arlo! 

popularl~ 1..110\\11 as s lIls!e Tughra. doubk: Tughra ' and ' Abdul Jabb:,u ' colIIs 10 the CoJlleclors and 

de:llcrs 

J:lln luddlll I1llroouced \e~ slgmfic.1nt Icgcnd ' Kh:lllfalulbh ' \\htch has bC\!1l revealed through Ilts doubh:: 

Thghra coms, ' ''h:lllf:tlull:1h ' IllI!:Ul$ \ Iccgcrcill of Allal, Though Ihls proc lamation \\as nOI al all l1e\\ as 

alrcad~ \\c Ita\!;' $!;,\!Il III Ihe COItlS of the llyas Shahi d~n:lS l y11 " thc dIrect cJalill of ' Kh;!.hf.1Iullah' has nol 

bcctl seell bdc-n.: BClIlg a cOlI\ crtcd Muslttn thts \\;t5 a veT) bold SI\!P Ott hIS parI Ibn HaJ:lr al' Asqal:il1t 

(Inb:l' ). :l14S:l~ha\I " (;\14Da\\ u·). Abdul K:'TIIll and Moh:u Ait mcnl lolH:d Ihal nner rcCCI\IIlg Khahfa 

Oarsba\ 's IlIC:.H:ngcl s from [g~ pt 1tl 103AH. \\ ho came with a letter of n Ontlll:l110 11 :ll1d :l robc' hlaluddm 

l S.$u ed n 11(';\\ COIil ,1::;~u nHllg Ihe tit le Khahf":l. lullah' for IlIlIlsc1f 111 10-l / 1431'1 

BUI Ihe coms of :-::: I (COIil 110 ) and X32 (COIll 110 ) rcve;11 Ih:lI befon.:: r\!Ce lvlllg Ihe form:l! letter of 

110nllll:1110n allu robl.' J:llaluddlll had stared to SInk\! coms With Kh::llifot Allah tIIlc. Sc\cral t~ pl.:S of such 

COIl1S an: IlHIlIcd from FmlZ:lbad. (h:llgnon. O:1khll B:lnJah~ ah dates of to ur12, and g3~&IG6 Not oul ) 

\\-:1S he proc l all l1 ~d ' I\hahfal Alloh li'l :lrdill . nosln,' l Isl:un \\31 'lus1lnlll1 I e 'Vlceg\.!n.;nl of Allah on the 

E:lnh . Helper of 1:::1:1111 ,'111(1 lllusllll1S ' E, en the Iheologlans dJ(i nOI obJccl 10 the prOCblll:lIIOIl of such high 

- I~ IMC.Jl.p J(' -l .COIII no J II 
'" R:IJ!~o r , p 25, COlli TI I)C 2X(, 
'" Mr Iftckh:tr Aial1l Dhaka 
'\ AI 1111 :1111 ;HId ,II Kh;lllfattl 'l t>.lu'a//.:lI11 IIllhe COlliS of Slk;mdm ;lIId Khnltftll 'l Mu'al/alll IlIlhe CO IUS or A'/alll Shall 
h.l\ c be.:" uscd It>. Ie- II . P I) 1 ,1 4 1 :'5, coin nos -l1, 52. 5(,and p, I;W ,COIn 110 S5, r or 11:1111 1,;lh $llall Our C"I no I ~ I 
;: Ibn HilJ:tr al '\ S'l:t1.1I11, I lib:.' .,1 Ghulllar, II. pA97, AI Sakh;lwl. AI DlI\\u' etc VIII , ]).21'10. both Ihc I C.'~ t s qUOIcd III 
HM13, IA . p HI2 F n 110 2 
.. StllI:llIl Amol I'll lJ' ·2-l-l HMU. IAp. l (,2 
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sou nd1t1g lilIes b~ a COtl\CnL'CI Muslllll.As a zcalous converl hlaluddi ll Slartoo from thl! VC0 bcgtJlnll\~ 10 

redeelll Ihe h:lrIll dUlle b, Ill s f:t ther [()\\~trds Ihe lIIuslllll $:1 11115 :llId COIllIllUlltty'" He also look re\cngc on 

the Br:lhll1illS IIl\ ol\eu 111 ht$ , Iludtlhl' Cl,;rOIllOIl~ \\ II I,; eSI:1bll:;hed Justice for :1 11 and b~ t:lklllg such 

mcasures achlc\ed the con lidCIlCC of Ihe nob les as \\ell :1S the COllllllunlt) III 1;l,; l1ef:11 HIS pe:1ceful 

se\enh .. :;,:n-~car rClglI spe:tl, .... of Ihl s No doubt he \\:1S :111 ;Ibk adllllllistro.lor :tlld Sllcccssful ruler H IS 

fOfl!lgn pohc~ \\:1S also ell\,able He not onl~ c...:changl.'<i cnllssancs \\1111 forclgn counlnes I1kc cllIna and 

PelSla but o.lso 1,;:tst:1blt :;hcd cont:tcts \\lIh Makkah and M:ldll1a' "hcle he cSI::tbhshed 111ad ras:ths and lIl;lde 

chan l:tb lc deeds B~ do1t1!; all these he e:lfIled 1.m!SII£,e for l3engal :U1d 111:1de II mlcfl1allo ll:tll ~ known". All 

Ihl!Se pla,ed 0. \l lal role mlhe suppon of lhc theologlalls Kanm quotmS Dr Ghafur's dehberallon onlhe 

subJ ec.{ has explalilcd III detalllh!! leg:!.1 aspect of cI:tll1l1llg 'Kh:lllfal AII:lh') Alief the full of Baghd:ld, th\.! 

leading Jumas of Ihe lillie aUllllu\.!d the changed pos ilion of Ih\.! Khaltfa to a figure he:ld Ibn Kh:. ldun's 

OPll1 iOIl is 1h:l1 Ilt l,; f.; tntglll ll..: \\\0 Im:1II1S al Ih..: same lillie' I'fo\ Ided 111:11 Ihi.!~ \~cre nOI III Ihe S:t1l1\.! 

COUIII!) or III I:0l111gll0llS om: ... ti . Therefore. I:.klllg ~I d\ anlag,e of Ihe JUri st's \ le\\ as well ;lS th\.! supporl of Ihe 

ulema of Bengal J;;ll:tl udd1ll procl.umcd hunsclf as 'Khalifat Allah' 11\ lIis COlliS aftef X30 A.H If not earlier 

The im'est,l lIre of " halif:l of E~'I)( W:lS a secondry support WIt:!.1 l\.!d hlln to declare 'Klmhfat Allah' IS 

dc.'lr to underst:llld :IS Dr Ghafur has cX I)1:tll1ed,"Hls mal the rul:tr of Jaul1pur IISed to 1Il1l1t the namc of 

lhe Abbasld "':'h:1 II r., 111 E1::~ pt 111l: Sullan of Bellga l ollt-b iddcd hmlsclf by 11115 legal de\lce _For tillS 

Il:ga l II1gcnlllt ~ Ihe UICI11:l of Bi.!ngal Wi.! re 10 be LhJllkcd_ II W~Lo.; undolltcd l ~ :1 consillUll011311ssue II could 

nol be sol\ed \\Ithou l the support of the 'U lama of Benga l"'f; H\.! also took measure to \\:lfd oIT the 

Jnu npur agres$IOIl b\ est:tbhshlllg diplomati C contact with Chllla and Persia 

The 1II0si IIltel,:sllI1g C011l:> of Jalaluddlll :IlC it sencs '\llh \aluatlons of 0 111: t\\o. alld Il:n tan~a. :lIId olle of 

a ul1Iquc hl:,agonal shape 0«0111: lan~a) (T~ pesS 12. B 13 . B 14, B 15) Ailihesl.! i.!OIllS bear Oil Ihe obH:rsc 

a glolcsqu ~' !tOil 1\llh ~ Itlle of A,ab,c kgcnd :lhove the !ton :lS mentlolled ea rlier Bhall::tsall rc::tds Ihls 

ArabiC Ime 011 Ihl.! revetSe as bin K(IfIS ~f.1ah '1 All thes\.! types from B 12 10 B 15 bear the sam!! legend :lnd 

deSIStl C"':CCpl t~pc B1 5. \\hlch WaS read b~ Fand as 'b1ll Kans R:lo' There arc dlffcfenccs 111 the dep iction 

of Ihe hon T~ pc 131 3 IS :.1 he.'w,gono. l slmpcd coin of olle tank:! lion type A cOl1sidcrnbh:: number of lion 

I ~ pc aile lanka COlli!' of Jala iuddul have b\.!C1l found. bUI on l ~ onc of hex-agoll",1 sh"pc :tnd pubhshed III 

H IS 1\\0 1:1I11...a COIilS :)re also le0 ran: and only fi ve COlliS wcre found 11\ N:twgaon dlstnct of 

Bangladesh III 199(1 ,\ 101:11 of live 2 lanka COlliS were found 111 :\ ch:Ulce digging from the village 

Akhlrpara . ... bou t III ~lloml:lt,;r to the \\i.!st of the Thana h\..":ld (luarlcr of the Mah:ldevpur Pollc,,: Sial Ion 111 

:\w1:::,ol1 Ailihe 1\\0 [ :\I \ ~a COlliS of the lion I) pe arc orlh..: S:1 l11e deSIgn :llld ... rmngcmcnt as Ihe one tnnka 

\4 HMB. AI. P 1(. 1 
\< HB, II . ,,1 25: RI~: I / pll (1 
II. CU MC, PI) 12-17 
,- Coins and ChronoloID ,,1 ~2 
~ Rajgor. p 25. T~pe 2toi2 
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lion type, but :u e of double weight. 21 44 grams. Only om: of these IS klIO\\1l to be with a pm'ate collector 

III Dhaka W 

The tell tanka COl ll has been noticed b~ G S Fund 10 JNSI(,I' Thl.! one :tnd h \O tank:"! COIllS ;lfe alike and 

bl.;ar no mill! name and dale. bUI Ihl.!rl.; IS .\ sharp ddTen:1I 1.;1.; III thl: dqm;tlon of Ih!; hOIl bl.; twl:cn thc lWO 

'nle 10 tank:l hOIl has sOllie :l ff llll ty \\ Ilh a dragon. particular!} the spike like h;\I ( , spl.;ar hJ...e mane, thc 

foot "hlch IS IIke :l cla\\ ratil!;r than prL\\ .and the nt.:ck and tounge.G. S Faml opines lhat the.: hOIl on tin.: 

11.;11 tanka com tI1a~ be ;lll IIll11a1l0n of a Chillese dragon and that was dul.; to prevalcnt trade Iciallon 

bct\~ ccn Chum ::and Bengal. could It be the 'sil ver coms' \\llIch U$I.'<i 10 be presented 10 the soldncs of the 

cllllssam:s of ChllIa \\ho \l51Ic(llhl.: coun of jalaluddin, as rcporl(."<i in Lhe Chincse sourc:c~l· l. But in Olle 

and 1\\0 tank:! com.; the depiction of thc han's del:uls, mentioned above. arc more nalural 111C obverse 

kgcnd III ten tanka has been plnccd III ::a square ::a rca \\ Ithm a ctrck: 111 Tughru character :tnd thl! four 

sr.:gmellts C0I1I :1 111 tile d:1te :lnd mml but m one and tWO t:l.IIb's legend or obversc are in an ornamented 

clcle and \\l thoUI I ugh !':'! Moreover. the rc\'Crsc legends of onl.; and 1\\0 lanka have been 1I1scn bcd 

dlffen.: nll ~ We h:l w no Idea \\h~ jalnluddm prefl.; rred tillS t~pe for hiS \afled denOnl1l1aliOns 111l: "eIght 

stand:ud :lIId sh:1.pe of OIlC :lnd 1\\0 lank:! mdlc3tc th:1. t Ihesl.; \\ere regular ISSU(,!$ rather lh::lIl tllcdallton but 

no mlllt and dale \\en.: IIlsc nbed all tlll.:m 

Not 0. sllIgle coin of jala luddm bears the time honoured numismatic tr:ldltioll of inSCribing, Ihc p;lrcntagc 

cuher by pU tllllg the n~une of IllS fa ther or aL Ic::ast by uSllIg the fonnula 'as Sultan bill as Sultan', save the 

han IYllt; COU I accordl1lg 10 Bhallasah So. the legclId inscribed ::tbove thc hon should be rccx,lllIlIled 

\\ hlch has been re.ld ;IS 'bm 1\.:1115 Shah or Rao' thaI I1I1ghi not be so LIOn type coin of one tanka 

dl.! 1I011llllat ioll b ... ~;Jrs Illls legcnd \ta nou~ I~. III some COlliS thc firs l \\ord "hlch has bl,'Cn n:..,d as hili looks 

clear! } as liar \\ lilt :1 dot and the !:lSI pa rt IS 110t Shah but looks like (H'ler \\ ith a clear /(f and alif :md thc 

mrddle portIon k(IJ\1I1' could It he liar kG/WIt or kesJ/IIr or liar kI.\·{jn avll"" It IS 10 be remcmbcred h!.": rc Ill;,t 

not a slIIgl!.": mst:lIlCe IS present of citlllg f:Hhc's name b} Ja laluddlll On coms :lIId IIlscnptious So. \\hy he 

\\i ll USI! 1m; f:lther's nal11c m Illis single t\ l>C of com III X24'J Could II be I)OSSlblc Ihat :IS Jal::t luddlll 

procl:l lllled ' ''hall t:llullah' for h l~ Musli m subJl!cts IIJ...c \\ ISC fo r hiS n0l14~ l ushl11 or Hmdu su bjccts hc 

procb llllcd hl illsci f:l<; IIIC:'!rI1:ltIOIl of Knshna :walcr or nar klshor aV:llcr. IllCarnatlOIl of ::a po\\crlu I OIlC" 

YI Dr Ishaq 1111:1 111 pOSSCS~1 COllI or 2 ta nk,} Sil ver. all olher four coins found thclr wa)' III abrO~ld probably 
" . G S Fand. "A NCII .lIld UlIl'l ll t Tell Tallk:1 C01ll1llCllIor;uh'c COlli of Jrl i;'ll uddl1l Moll:llllll1:1d Shilh or Bcng;11 (!'I I ~ · 
!'I \7"JNSI. XXXVIII 1')](, XX-')S 
M XI ~'a llg ChiiOgOllg 0 1:111111. tC~ L p 'J I.qlloted byHar:tpntS:ld RII)' 111 7hull' al/(llJlpl/JlllfI(. ~· 11/ Imlta ('hil/o Rdmi(w.I 
.1 Studl' o/8t"Wfll til/rill,\.! III(' Joi{1I!('II/I, (,(,//fIJr'\'. New Delh .. RlId ll1 l1 t Publishers l'pH (hencefonh Tmde &. 
Dlplom;1C~' l. Table 2 Vo~a~cs. SI\ III Voyabc.pAO. rei I-Isi ng Ch's ShC' llg III II. 11\ \V \V.Rockhl li . "Notes 0 11 the 
HelalI 011S." TOli n); Il;Ut. I(, pI 2. sec .I l l ~ I ~) .1.1 2. Quotcd III 1:.11011 '5 11,(, RI~t' all.'1(1111 oll(l lhe IJf'llgoll' NlIf/l~r 120J­
rtio. 151 Indl:llI E .. k llon 1 'N-l.(O\ford Ind t:1 r :tpclback I ')')7)(hcllccfon h Thc RI SC of lslnm) DeIhl. p 5lSJn ,75 
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It has been suggested thai coms bearing no mUll nan1l.!, nrc the product of thc millt of the capital 

Therefore. these COIllS, as there. IS no mini mUlle 011 them. might bl! Ihe. product of the mllll of the capital 

Fmlu b:1d One o r the IIOIl I~PI! COIll o r Falh Shah bearing Ihe 111IIIt lI:1me j\'lahllllldabad th:11 corroborales 

th..: above. \ II!\\ It IIldlCmcS at JI!..'lS t th l.; mlllllng pl:1cl.; of Ihosl.; coms of hOIl I) PI.;. of thl.; nonhcm Icglon 

than c.utcrn r":Slon orth!.! COlIl1I~ 

nit: ten tanka shoHs ItS COIllIllt:llloralive 1I:1lure no doubt. We know from tht: Chlncse sourCeS thm under 

the Ic.ldcrsilip or Zhl'll~ We n grOllp of voyagers caille to Bl.;ngal in 142 1·22C E 142 1 CE is eqUi valent of 

~24AH So. SII1J..lllg of 11': 11 tallJ..a. dep icted Ilon's Slllllly with Chltlcse dragon (accord mg to Fand) thc dnll! 

of COin could be t:'I' lil lIl l'd tcntatlvcly b~ fixmg thiS ten t:mkn Sil ver as a presenl to the Chinese soldll!rs of 
,. 

Ihe I):lrt~ • Accord lllg 10 ~ l u]"hap.:l.dh)J, ~ It was Ihe commemoration for the vlCIOI) of second lI1 \'aliOIl b~ 

Jaunpur n.der 10 Beng;11 In !\23AH which WJS eellbrated b) s tnk lllg eOlll 111 824"\ 

Some schola n: opl1led Ih.:l.! the usc of lion as a coin motIf IS an asslIllllauon of Hindu Cultlln:'i'., Chandl's 

\(:hlclc is hon (J ala ludd1ll's f.1 1h.::r \\3S 3 dc\olcc of Chandl. (Chandl charau Paf:l)ana) IS prol1loted by 

Jal.:t luddm But II docs nol sc!.!m so DanuJmardan:l did nOI usc the figure of 3 hon 011 hI S COlliS. and 

Chandl char:ll1 Para~ :;lila dOcS nOt IIldIC:ltt.; lion. On the contrary hon IS the u1lI vcrsal symbol of powl!r alld 

vIgour and not olll~ JataJuddlll but also subseqw.:nt Muslim nt ll!rs like N:l.'i lruddin Mahmud and F:l.Ih Sh.:l.h 

also used such hon motif m their coms GllI):\s uddtll Az..1m's I11scrq)[ioll or G.:l.uhatl al so bears a han 

1110111(" Ch1l1ese ~ourceS tdl uS aboul the hon dccorat..:d Siudd of Nus rat Shah's cou rt(i(, Again Tarafdar 

opmcd "used Ihl: tigur\! of a lion on some of their coms to s' lIlboI ISl' their power aud S(fI:nhrth61 

'1l1cn:fon:, Ihl: pr~'.~~'ncl: of hUll on thc COlliS h:L" no connecl lon \\ Ilh Chandl 

From \\hen: did Ja lal uddlll bO ll o\\ the lion l1lot lr> Ohat1:l.Sah and Danl th1llk Illal II was an ndoptlon of 

Tnpura cOlllage"~ Hut thl! firSI T npura coin with it han mouf\\its strue].. III I 462CE. :.tlcast fori), ) I!ars 

aOer JaI"luddl1l 's han (\pc On rea hz.lIIg \llIS ;lIll l-dated COlldlllon Tarafd:.r tllInks thaI II \\as first 

1Il1 roduccd III :t Il~rt of Tnpura conquered b~ Jal:tluddlll, and was IIllllh:d for his newly conquered Hlildu 

subJecl:-; Subsequl'lIt" Tn llura rulers like DhaJl Y<'l r\'lamkya "lUted the losl territory but rct<'lined the 

tigun: of Ih..: 11011 111111:- COI U$. \\ htch became thl:lr royal emblem R:tlher Tn pur:1 Imltatcd II from Bcngal" 

Tra fder pn';SUl llI';s thJt the hOIl was borrow(..-d from the Llcchavl • SuryavamSI and n takun COlliS of 7111 and 

XIII ccntul') . Nl']KII 

It: Trod!! omllJlphllllll( \ . I"~ 
1, 1 /)u,Jm BacMmt' p 17(, (arlllc .... urc al Ihc last p'lge \\ Ithout nultlber} 
M Ibid P 1(,7 
6' Ibid. P 1M; 
M> The Rw' (lff,.ltlm. p ('5 
.... M R. Tarafda r. "The Gold COlllagc :lI1d the Currency ystCHI HI Pre- Mubhal BCllg; II" . (cd ) S I A Tlrln iZI. ( 1Illuml 
/ 1I1f;t'(ICI/(}II //I '\""11(/'.1,./(/. Nc\\ Dei hl. 1993 .1> 174. fn 21i 
~ OJIn-' (1111/ (·/mmology. p I i 1. 0 ;1111, JASP. XVII I. PI 2. I 952.p 1(,4 
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GllIyasliddm Awm hah's Gauhall IIlSCnpllon bc.::us a hOI1 IIIsc ribcd 011 11 and subsequent to Jal:mddm. 

:lslmddm Mahl11ucI and F:l1h Sh:lh used the lion mOl lf 011 their coms Therefore, It may bl.! ass ullled thai 

Jalaludd lllll1lghl 11:1\ c , ullJug::ttcd;l part of NC)):ll frolH "here hc borro\\cd llil s lion l1lol lfnnd Illlroducl,,; II 

on hiS com.; at Ihl: Il.:rn lO .... lI1c1udll1g Gallhall Stlb5c<tucnll ~ \l~l s lmddlll rvlahmud :l1ld F;lth Shall rcl:um:d 

II lor their rcspccll,;d COIll!o It IS 10 bc IIOlcd 11I.:n; that Olle of Falh Shah's han type coms possesses 3 rmnl 

name Mahmudab;td'·' Mahmudab:td has been Ident i fied as the capilal renamcd after I 3Slnlddlll f\1:lhmud. 

so. dunng Fath Shah's n:lgn hon ' rile coms \\en: Issll<:d from the Ctl lJllal Flnl7-Jbad which III the north· 

\\est 

lal:tuddlll Mahmud had ISSL ICd variOus I)'P<:S of cOins from sever:ll mints. t,.;..1r l lL.:r kllown lllllliS reponed b) 

K:mm 111 th l: COT[HlS w • .: rc sc\cn, Fl olzabad. S:ttgaon. Ro[spur, Mu'azzamnbad. 'Ars:th . Ch:ttgaOIl . 

F31hab3d and Son;lrgaoll B UI SOllargaon \~ as not a 111111t for Jabuddm and \\hat was read as SonargaOIl III 

facl that IS Rabl I ~lre.1d~ been IllcntIOtH,:d Ag.'l lll Falh:lb:'ld's dale X.JO IS doubtful"', and '\l' are nOI 11\ a 

pos ilion to \..:rll\ II dm: 10 110n·:1\ :lIbblll t) of the pholog.ral)h of the COlll So the 11111llS known are S l ,~ . 111 

addlllOl1 10 Ih:;t[ a t 1e:151 1\\0 1110rl..' nlillts Ilt:l~ be ineludl,;d for l alaluddlll Muhammad One IS Jo.l1JIal~lbad 

another IS Daklul UmlJa h~ all 

As regards the lIl..'\\ 1\\0 II1IllIS of lalaluddlll. the lirsl aile Jallll:tlabad IS \\ ell known, Mllgh:d l!111pCror 

Il ulllay:lT1 !:i3\C th..: namc 10 LakhnauII IS vel) wldcl~ kno\\n but before that 1\ was ust:d as a mint for the 

first lime on the COIllS of GIlI~asllddlil Azalll Shah dated 790 11 and 79~n Ja1allldd1l1 's only clearly daled 

COlll of the s::nd IIUIl! IS dated !I I g 

AnOlher I W\~ 1I1lnl L:> 0 :11..1111 Banphyah, several types and \anOIlS dated COIllS of Ihls mint arc Issued III 

thl.! lI:t111C of b131l1ddlll BUI Ihc n:adlllg of tlu.: I11I1lI IS nOI conclusl\ e It IIIlght be rcad as Fathabad '0,1111 

accept lon of $Omc IIIt :ispd lll1g bUI Fathabad ncver appeared With the pn:fh: ll:tl..h ll 

But 111 no \\a~ II could be.: rC~ld as Dakhtl ba Khulna as Ihe readmg g1\cn III RaJ£or 3nd In SCAn Because 

Khuln:1 IS :1 111Q(kn l I1;UI1l: and did not CXIS[ al thc t~ mc of the COi n The district of Khulna C:UIlC ullcl l!r the 

Muslims frOIll Ih l~ II l1ddl e of the fifteenth Cl: I\[Ll f) aud \\as kno\\ n as Khahf;ltabad DUring Ihe. rClgll of 

Su ll~\n Naslfuddlll 1\lahlll ud Shah one Khan hhan AIL \\:1S the gencml and gO\cmor of Khalifalabad and 

the latter \\~\S rcsl>Ollslbk for Ihe occupalloll. 1I1h:lbltallon as \\ell as IslaJlIIL:ltlon of the alca. 1I1clud11lS 

B:1gcrha! , :1 P30 of the th~1I ksson/~ 

' ... SCA. P 56. COlli 110 M(,7 
-n Corpus, p lS!i 
-I BAle p 24. COlli 110 52 
'! Sllppl. LIfe. II. p :'2 , COlli 110 1110 

' IRu;8I1r-l)2(I T\pc j l:"SC;\ p:il. 7\19 
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Dh:lkllli B:ll1Jahya IIl1ghl ha\'e been Ihl.! famou s Clly of BClIg~l~ menlioned by Varthcllla ' l, Brlrbosa "', 

TOllle Plrl~sl1 [Iud Blochnwnn Blochm:u1Il quotes frolll PlIfChas, "Gouro. thl.! scat Royall, alld ncngal:l arc 

f;urc CIU I.:S RClllh:!! 11\ Ius IlIcmOlr mentions II IS plllcl.:d ncar the CllSIl.:nI branch of the GlllIgCS and Ihal 

It lIIa~ II:\\\! been C:Ufll .. 'd :l\\ a~ b~ lin: f1\er lll 
.. G P Badger, editor of the English verSlOII of the book of 

Vanhem:l \\ loll' Ihal 'III ;t il old Dutch Lalill Gcogr:lphy Book. wlIh \\ ondl.!rfull), good m:lps, b\ J and C 

Ok an o I (md ij..:ug .• l la IWI do \\ !) as a 10\\ 1\ closl.; ... nd oppOSJl e 10 Challg:l11l (CllIuagol1g) ~' CUnmh!1I1ll1g 

on Varthe111a's cl1 ..:d 'C II ~ of Ik nt;.,b' Mukhapadha~ a salC..l thai, 'thiS so-called Clly of Bcngala was sltlmt..:d 

011 the OPI)()S lle Side uf (Jll tlnsoug alld II \\as under Chmagong Prot>abal) !III: name was nol l3eng.:tl:l but 

perhaps the fOn:ISIi siups custom dUI~ was received Iher and traders from fo rclgn l:lI1ds enter 10 thi S first 

CII~ their wa~ 10 131:11£:1 1 M~n~ of them dId 110t lise to \'1511 otlll..: r places c"en, so they called It Oeliga la~II' 

There IS llU Id cn:m:l' l"Ccpl Ihose foreigners reporl abou t the Cit) of Benga la No\\ on the COIilS for the 

rirSI t!llle \\ 1.' h:t\1.' gOI rcfi: rence :thoUI thiS Cit) D~khd mc.111S 'enlr:lncc' so IlOrt CII) of BenY:11a \\ as thi! 

'Clllr:mCi! of l3eIlS;I I' FOI Ihl.' cOlilinerClal nel.'d JaJ:lUddl/l establi shed a ne\\ 1111111 111 thi S ell, III additIon 10 

Clullagong Therc al c some a nillity het\\ ecn these two IIllllts' products also panlcularl) of the cams or 

Tughra type Barbaso c:lh .. goncall~ ment ioned the Beny:!1 KlI1gdom !is :l cOllnt ry nnd e lly of Bengala as a 

scp:lr:llc pon CH~ ;lI the he.,d or thc lagon of the Bay of Bengal J:llaluddm reigned from 1$ 1 X • lS36 \\ Ith an 

nllef\JI Of 3boutl\\0 \I.':HS SO hI.; nllcd scvcnteen years as s t~ lcd by the RJ) 31. 1S confonlung 10 Ihc fact 

. ~ K.G M L'.I\Ifut Ban . cd, 11(l1/:.:./mh'.,J, /)l.\Ifltl (in:: I.'II;'t'''" 1.' /111/110. Ohakll Bangladesh GO\ I Press I '.1 7K, PI' 45-J7 
"' Dnsho Bachhar, PI' 517· 1 ~ 
'~ Ibid. pp, 52(1·52 1 
:' Ibid. p 527qllolcd b~ MII~h:t l)adh) ay 
~ H.Bloclunann. COlllnbulions. JAS/J, XLII, 110.1. P 233 . 
,~ Dusho Bachh:u i> 517 
IIfl lbld. p.5 17 

167 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



4. hamsuddin Ahmad Shrl h 83(,-837/ 1433-1434 

Aner the death of Jabluddlll Muh:ullmad Shah III X3611 432 his son and successor Ahm;'ld ascended the 

throne \~ I th the lit Ie of h:lIllsuddll1 Ahmad Shah Accordlll~ to the rcpot1 of Ibn HaJar he asccnded the 

throne at the age of fourteen , Ibn Haplf als(I tells us thaI he h\cd uplO 839/ 1435-36-1 Accordlllg 10 AIIl+ 

Akb:w T:lbaq,IH· I\I.,Il,HI T:l nJ..h+ I: lrlshta RI~:lw ·s Salallll, Ahmad rtlkJ lUI S"tet:1I or I.!lght l."I;lI ~carsf­

T ills has bci.;n rqccted b~ Mukh:lp:tdhy:t~ r\'lukhOp;Jdhy:t) Uuchallall ga\c hUll three ) 1;:'1 (s' I, which 

l\'lukhop:tdh~:t~ ;Icc...:pt...:d and commented that there IS I1U controversy acco rdlllg to Ih l.! eVld...:ncc or Ibn 

HaJar and Alun:ld's COIII S~~ Out our research on the b:t.Sls of Ahmad's dated cOins show that he hardl) 

I1lled for t \\O YC:l rs, perhaps, onl) onc ycar Jnd some months As Jalaluddin Muhammad 's coms JfC found 

d:lted If'ClAH ::md Ills IIlSCnptlon"s last date IS lOth JU1llada I of tl,3612nd January 1433. so Ahmad bardy 

".Ied for 7 months of th l.! ~ear X36AI I and fe\\ months of K37 there shou ld be room for the other two 

Sultans 1I:1II.el\ Ghl~aslIfJJlIl Nusrat and Nasl ruddin M:lhl11ud 111 thc Samc year If we presume th~1 Ahmad 

ruled for aboul eight l1Ionths of Ille year g37 tht;n his tot.'t1 reign wou ld be onl~ filit;eu months At best Wt; 

can $:1)' th:u ht; rtiled for about one and a hrllf year Like Ius father he Issucd both gold ~Uld Silver COUlS, all 

of tola \\CI~II standard r-..o dCl11onmatlonal com of Ahmad IS found 

T VDC A I: Gold T auk:! 

111C obverse bcars III a Circle the legend III Arabic Shan/VII '(/ c1l1nyii "'0 '(/ (/';1 A~mtlcl Shdh Ibn 

MII~J(/n/",ud ,'il"Ii, til S"lt('Il, "The lIll of the world aJld religion Ahmad hah , SOli of Muhanuuad Shah " 

The tc\ t;rSI: Icgt;nd also III a clrclc III Abablc na~' lrll otnm" mll 'mm!" , 1W(JlI'~III I~lcim 11(1 '/ ''-'I/lshmln, 

' helper of the le:l(k:r of the be!tc\ers, dd. vcrer of the rcliglon I c Islam and ~:I ushms ,' 

The clrcul:u l1l:1rglllallcgcnd outside 111C Circle IS not full) dccphar:lbl!: due to a Cut nlark and cI'ppmg of 

the edge but the d:ul: IS clea r The text IS ~Jllflba "a:fllm \'fHa/II tT foirii:abiicl ,wm(lh 837. 

IIwr COlliS of AllIlI:lJ Shah accordlllg to their Icgt;nd arc as follo\\s 

Tvoc B L Sliver Tanka 

The ob\'Crse bc:us the Kahma III ArabiC 111 :1 Circle in three IlIles (L."i ibha dIu! AIJ5hu Mauhammadur 

R.1S01 Allah) The IIlstnullcnl of fallh or thc MuslllllS, 'n.cre is no God, but Allah and Muhammad HIS 

~I IbId, pp 17-1 ·75, lCluOtCd frOlll. I Y5~,pp 2(l5-206) 
II: Ibid, p 17-1 
~I Quoted 10 Sultanl Amol, p 254 
,,- Dusho l3achhar, p 174 
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Messenger ' Tile m:1fg lll:1l legend !IlInho ha;tilH ,,/Horl/ i IXiklli/ /Jllllial/yo}) ,al/(/h 83(/ 'This CO in was 

struck:lt D:lkhll lbng:l ll ~:th . ~c:tr X36AH 

'Il,e n.:verse bear!> 11\ Ar:'lblC the l1J.m!.! of Ihe SultJ.11 wilh his Iltles and parclllagl! HI fi ve IUles, (IX SltI/(1n al 

A'?om ~(/""I'II d dllll,\~1 11'(1" dIll al IfIllj(ihlCl Abm(ld .''if.1lih Ibn MII~(lmm(lti .'iht'1h W' SII/(tTII. 'thc grc:lt 

ult;'!11 the Sun O(tlll' \\orld ;lIld the rchgloll the \\arnor Ahll1ad Shah son of Muh;'!tlHnad Shah th~' Su lt;I1l' 

Smular COlli dated x:; 7 of the same millt alld \\lth some. \anatlons 111 deSign, are no\\ III :I pnvall.! 

collect ion 11\ Oh:'lk:1 The f-.:\cfSe ortlHs IS III a railed Ci rcle \\lIh dOl m each segment 

I I pc B 2 Sill ~', I tallk jl 

The ob\er5\: bl'ars 1Il:l lellen:d surface or III a Circle the It-genclill Ar:lblc III fil e hnes It IS Ihe S:lme as thl! 

re\ersc ICgl.;lld of T~I)I..' 131. Thc reVcrse be:lrs III a clrcl\: thl.! Ii.:gend III Arabic m3\!rI1 amln'l 1111/'1111111;1 

,W(1II11I" /.116m \III I AII/I llmill, t~l/lftd(f /lm/kohll. G old cOin T~pe A I bears the same reverse legend except 

the last Illle of bendlctlon f,J.lItfltcia 111lIlkl4i1I1, "Iuch mcans Itls kin,gdom, l11a) be perpclu~lIed In the 

Illargttl:tl legend :tround the ci rcle , winch I!> enc ircled by another circle, the legend IS p:tnl:lll ~ ofT th t.: flan 

so the m1l1t n~\ln~ IS ellt olT but the date IS sallah 836At·I ~ ~ IS u..:adable Anoth-.: r com of the samc t)l lC 

publi shed 111 SC: A has Ihl..' IllInt namt.: Oh:tkll BanJ:thy:th but the dalc IS Illegible'" 

Tvpc B3: SIIH:rTank.n 

'!lIe ob\ ersc be:lrs 1\1 :1 clrck (he legend In ArabiC (II mllll')I)'(/(/ ha fiij 'fd I 'd Da),an .'iJJaml'll 't! d lll1)'ii wa 'd 

t/i-', ahii'l II/II;(/j/(II' Ahmad .'ihtf/l hm MII~1(Jmmat/ ,\~1a" m SII/!lJn 'Strengthened b~ the support of the 

ReqUitel (Albh l ) t h~ Sun of th ~' world nile! the rcllgloll, father of' the \, Ictory Ahmad Sh:th SJlII of 

t ... luh:lImnad Sh;lh the Sultan 

'!lIe rClerse k gcnd \\llIch IS as the rc\'crsc legend of the com T)pc 8 2 except the last \\on.l ' lIIulkahu' 

\\IHCh hJ.~ been n.:placed b~ 1dJ(llIat/a AI/till rna) Allah perpetuate (hLS klllgdom) , Thc margll1al legend 

"round thl! circle ~/I/l'lh" Iml"JII \' ,\' ,kkllill Jf 'A I'mh .Ia/kiinw (Chalgcumj Sell/all (0(" 'ThiS coin was st ruck at 

ars:lh Ch;\lg.:'lo ll I"; Chllt;'!gong III lD(,AH This I) pt: is gellcrall) of blggt:r flan :lnd has some variat ion in 

c:a lhsr;tph~ , c:h:lII,1:)l'$ III d";Plctlllg Iht: \l ords as \\ ell as the placcmt.:nt of \\ ords, In some cams 

';\Iunad' 15 at the I.!nd of tlmd line at the left . III otherS :'It (he b,.;gmnlllg of thl.: IOurlh Imc on the nght In 

501l1e COIll~ 'Allf or "Ib,,' cannOt he !faced, III some coms Ahmld 's ho IS almost round as ~«J In some 

others hk!! ~ lilt.: lett!! r 1m IS angubr Another v:lrlalion of crude e:llhgrapluc style. IS cOlllplctdy 

ddTl.!reli1 from Ihl.: Ulhcr COItl ~ 1\ h, ch l1la~ be defined as :t l1e\\ I ~ I'l.!, bUI the 1cgcnds J.rc Ihe S:'lIne "5 COin 

type 8·3 Out the marglll ('If thl..'~1.! COlliS IS allllost out of th, flail so It I:' flilt pos""bh: 10 trace the 1111111 

~' Pm'ale collccllon" DI 15h:I<1 1111<1111, Dhaka 
'f, SeA, p ,W, COlli 110 l:t 1 ; 
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n:um: C~rt :lIn ku..; r:; partl ctlbd~ lh~{/lJ. 1t(l arc slluil;lr to Ihe k:ners or Ihl! COlliS of Qutbuudlll ,\ zam , , 

(d iscussed In Ch:lpl~r IV) 

FollowlIIg Ius father"s eoms Ahlll~d put Ills namc S:l.I11suddtll for hi s gold COlliS Only a slIlgie gold COUl of 

Ahmad Shah , ,),, 11011 11 I I IS 10 be noted IlI,;n; Ih:l \ he did nOI usc :\11) c'.tra IlIlc or K lIn) ~h for hi s go ld 

cOins. ralher h..: eont.:nded \\lth the rC£llal IItlc Sharnsuddlll It IS :llso to bl.! noted that Ihe traditional 

proclam:ltlon or ~ Klltl\ ah III th l.! coins ': lIhcr 'Abul l\ luz.:IfT., ( or ' Abul Mupllld o h:ls also b\:cn dropped 

herc On the I'~'\\,:rse he clallm.:d ;'IS the -l ldpcr of th e leader of the fa ithful :llld succour of Islam and th\: 

MuslllllS ° but 11 11': usual b..:ncdletol) forll\uk! )"all~da A I/(i lr ll mllfkaf11l h~\s 1I0t bWII used. 

TIle marglllal Icgo.:lld IS mOSI Il11porlallt for a coin because It rcvels the mint :Inc! date In this COlli the dale 

gl\ en 111 11llllH:rais ;\S X371 1433·34 alld the mlllt name Plnlzabad. are clear But there IS a couple of words 

°Flrtl zah:ld - ;'Im\ ·S~lIlah wn- " hlch due to partial abscncc of the letters and chpplllgs cou ld not been 

deCiphered \\ 1111 c\: n :l II\II ~. bU llhc present \\ nler rc.'\d Ihem as ,\'oh °0 or 1/1 ·(1 R:lbl I It IS apptl l~n l from Ihe 

d:l led sil\ ~ r COlliS of AlllllJd Shah thai he 3sendcd the thome III 836AH tllS fUlhc[ 's last dal l.'(l COIL1S arc 

also ~36AH Thc last IIl sr.: npllon of ~'l uh ;'l ml1lad found :It Mandra ncar Dhab al so d:tlcd 10'" Jumada I. 

:i36·J Th\:f\,:fon.:. ;\Iullad ':o gold COIl1 (tG 7AH) IS nol .1 coroL1~IIIOII com r:lIhcr 1\ mny be ~ comlllenloratne 

com either 011 Ihe OCe;)S IOIl or IllS o\ ... n lirst OlllllL \,crSal'Yo or n.:gul:lr gold currcncr_ or II ma~ be Ihe 

obsenam:e of IllS f:Hh..:r·s recl:lIllatlOIl of l)Ower (If our Icnl:lIJ\'c n::ldlllg, of l{:lb l I. IS tJkcn to be corn:c! 

HIS falhcros l ~ pC of slh cr COllI T~ pl! B I (bl be:t rs the nlonth of R .. bl L ~ I MAII(Cal no 2 11) 

Accordmg to Ibn HaJar hlaludd in died 111 Rabi II X 37AH~~ But both the CO lliS of Muhammad :lL1d Ahmad 

dated K36/ LU2·33 hJ~ II1dlcated that Jalaluddll1 died III 83(,AH, Mukhop::Idhya) comm~nll.:d that [UII 

HaJar might h :;'l\ ~' h~a rd lh~' ,, ~O\\s laIc 1Il :S3t". As Ibn FklJ:t ros gl\ ell y..:a r IS 1101 corrcct Ihl.!rc IS VCI) 

l)oSSlblht\ of dotLbtll1 Ill :; g,l\'CI1 l110nth 

Not oul ~ Ihc gold ~OIl1 but also Aluuad's sliver coms ;'Ire rarc J>robab l ~ Ihe gold cOm IS lh~ 01l1 ~ kno\\n 

coin and it has 110 1 b.:en IlIIbhshcd'" The Ballgladesh N:lIIOllal Museum docs not haw::I nch collectIon of 

Ahmad Shah -:-. COIl1:-. i\ hOllt ~ dOlCl1 toms of Ahm;ld Shah h:l\ 1! come 10 Ih~ /I.'luseul11 as a ho.1rd find ILl 

1 9~9 Mosl or th~'m :I re sl'\e l' l ~ punched_ chiselled. or have cu t marks, or mosl ofthl,;lr 1l1arll illS arc out of 

Ih~ nail In Ihl.! l;lte EI!ihtlcs the BI) alll Bazar hoard 111 ) Ih..:! became kno\ll1 , It IS bchc\'..:d thai 11\ thIS 

hoard_ Ihcn: \\crc :Iuout fi n~ CO Il1S of ,\h11lad hah , BUlllOt a slllgle COlli of Ihat hoard found Ihclr way in 

10 ~n~ MuseuLl1 

~ Abdul K:'flm. CorplLs ot lhc Amblc and PersJ:ln llLscnp!lon orOclIga l. OILa"'a ASiatiC Socict) of Bangladesh, 
1'J'J2( hcL1 cc for1h APlI3 ) P \0(, 
) ) Ibn HaJlr ,,1· 'ASq'll,lll' tLlb, .' ,, ·olll.p J '.I7, Ciled in HMB, IA .p I(,J, 
. ~ Dl1sho B:1chhar p 111 
...-, Pn vatc CollectlOno J P GOCI1k:i C:1IClItI :l, India. 
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It tl\J.~ be nOh.:d here that I\hmad Shah did 110t pl ocl:um 'Khahfa.lu llah' Iitil; III Ill s COIllS like hi s f.1th.:r or 

like SOIllt: olh.:r Sultalb befort: or after hun '111Qugh he ndecl for a shon pcncxl hardly for Ollt: and a half 

~ cur probabl~ , : l ~ aln..'~ld~ b.:en lIIentloncd C.1rIIt:T Oul Ihal \\ as not the callst: of llon-proclalllatiOll Alread~ 

wt: havc sccn Ih;1I he :l~eendcd on the throne :.\1 the age of fourtet:1I onl~ $0 IH,,: could nOt procblll1 

Klulafah 'l , for IIII S reason \\\! do not fllld the bellldJct lOll:l1') formula \\1(h kbllllu/a I!l.lIld/m/l11ll 1Jl Ius COlliS 

but msted onl~ Khulhd:l i\'lull...ahu 

hi the com T~ I)C 1)1 /( B1 ht: did not proctal111cd an)' Klln) ~lh like 'Abul Muzaffar ' or 'Abu 'l MUJaiml' 

rather he satlslkd \\llh another lit Ie ·,JI·l'v!u,FlllId' Iht: \\·anor'l: It Illa) h:1\e becn a, IIllstakc, lhal (Ibu Ims 

been droppL-d bdon.: '/\1 MUJallld', BUI hlsT~pe 03 bems the Ku nY:lh as 'Abu l Muzaffar' This type also 

bears the \\ ords Iw (ci.I:l'IC/ I '£I Di/ylin not (/r.Ra~m/(/n ;IS has b("'Cn read b~ Lalle Poole til BMC~l and 

follo\\lIlg Ilim othl..!rs '" 

HI S COlliS ~ho\\ Ih:H ht: ruled U\ 1S36 and 1S37AH II.: \\as 1I1urden;d b) 1m. sla\ c,s Na!m Khall :lIld Saadl 

Khan and Olll' of them ascended the thrOIl\! for it \cl) shari period and 51 nick COIns III X37AH mOSt 

probably \\1lh Ih!; regnal namc Gill)':lthuddin Nusrnt 11,erc IS also :I com or Naslruddlll f\-blunud dated 

!;I37AH and the lauds COlliS contlllucd tIll RMAH ll1crcfon:. th t: re IS no POSS lblill)' of Ahmad being all\c 

UPIO ~39AH a~ reponl..!d b~ Ibn HaJar 

With the murder of Ahmad $h;lh the nale of the f;Ulll ly Gancsha 's came 10 an end, Although regarded as 

an Interlude thl..! COIl\ .:rtlon 10 Islam of Jadu ah:tS Jalaluddm margcd the f::UlHl) 11110 Ihe 111;l1n n O\\ of 

Muslim 1lI1t: 

1li1.: ehronolo~ of Ihe Ihml\~ or R~a GOllcsh:l lila) 110\\ be ri xcd \\ Ith the help of the II1fOnllallOn gJcnm:d 

from COIllS A fresh chl'Ono log~ of the famd~ . on Ih!; baS IS of the above diScussIon b~lscd 011 COlliS of the 

fOUf IlIlcrs of tht: t~lIlHl~ , IS gl\'t:n belo\\ , 11115 chronology filled lhe pr!;\'a lI lIlo, g:'lp between the last rul l,;f 

of Ihm fallll l ~ of Raja Gnllcsh:l a.nd the fi rst rult:r of the Mahmud Shahi (Later 11yas Shahl) D~ nasty. Ie 

th ;.: gap bel\\cc:n Sh:lInsudd1ll Ahmad Shan ::Uld :tSlmddm 1ahmud hah 

Rilja G:lIIl!sha :lsc~l1detl th;.: throlle 1I111le last par1 of "': 17 , :'Ind ru led up to Rabl I. ~ I ~1l 41 5 . a tOI:.1 offour 

months and did not I"SUC an~ COIllS dunng IhlS pcnod 

hlaluddm Muhallllll:ld :'l :; e~lldl!d the IIHoile for th l,; firsllenn III Rabi I. N I 'gI l" 15 

VI Sull<l11l Ailloi. I) 255 
v~ Inlhe Corpus K:mIU did nOI IIICilIIonll115 (~ I)C. Corpus, P 83 
., BMC. P ~(" CO Il1 no XI) 
VI Corpus .lIso (ollo\\ ed //0 ItilT/(/ (II' Rahman, ('orpu\', p IIj 
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Death of the S~lI\t Nool Qutbul I\lam in Zul Q'ad:l ~ I SAil IJanU3.1) 141 (ICE 

Jalaluddlll l\'luh:unmad II;1S allowed to rule for:l short tHnc aflcr Ih!.! dC:lIh of the samt nboul lwO or Ihn.:!.! 

months. th:\! IS II hI :1 fell COlli :> arlo! d~lled X I lJI I 416 Probably he ruled U)110 S:I(ar K I lJI April l-l 1" 

No Muslllil COlli!' :H~' kllOl\ II fro l11 Benga l d:llcd R2U/141 7 G:1I1I.'sh:l alIas O;ulUJ:t1n:lrdan:1 Dev:1 resumed 

the throne for thl.' sl.!'culld 111111.' 111 XI IJ, sa~ fWt11 ~llny 141 (,CF. 

Cams arc found d~lIed 133') aka. (begll\s on Il)th march 1416CI!) and 1340 Saka bearing thl! name 

O:tnuJamard:1l1:1 DI.~ \:I , Most plob;lbly III the first quar1er of the S:1ka year 1339 he struck COIl1S 

'l;lhcndm DC\;I lllc ~onge r 5011 of G:1llcsha succeeded hllll III 1340 Sab. X20AH/ I-t17CE COIIlS dated 

134() $aka ;\fC IQuild bC:lfmg Ihe n:lIllC of Mahendra 

Jal:tluddm l'vhlh:ullll1ad (Sl.!cond tllnc) ruled from ~Q I AH to ~G6AHII432 . Sh:IIIlSudd1l1 Ahm:td Shah 

reigned (rol1l X:;(l IO X37j\1 VI-t 31 10 14 13 
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Ghiyasuddin Nusrat Shah 837/1434 

A ulILquc sil \'cr COIil !la .. rcccntl) been noticed ltl the c.:o llCCllon of Bangladt.:s h N:ltLonat Museum It \\'~I S 

proc lln.:d frol11 ;1 101. numbermg 11.: 11. from .. I dl:Jlcr III Dhak;l All the COIllS belong to the Bengal Sultans 

and were purch .. b...:tI loca ll) TIn.: said COIll bears ti ll,; l1;)nu,; of a new 51111:111. 'GhL) ;).." u'd duny:'! " :l'd dill 

Abu'l MU J;OlllId 'usral Shah' So far the cmalogucs On Bengal coms'" and Ilicl':lIurcs a rc concerned, a fc\\ 

Gluyasuddlns'''' and one Nusrnt . :m~ found as 'laqab' and 'al :Ull' The discovcry of till; afon.:s:\1d coin adds 

another Nusral 10 the bst of Sellgal Su ltans, 

nIt: dl.!scnpllon ofll u.: COIilI S as follows 

T\ pc B I; SII \'er Tililka 

The ob\t:rsc be:!.rs Ihe kgcnd 111 :'I scalloped circle 111 th ree lil1 \!s Hl Arabic. hi/hill (l1·M II,\Il/'I; ' 11(I '/M II,I'l lI'li" 

seeker of hel p :md shdlcr from Allah', and the marglllal legend around IS dunba ha~(1l \'Ikkcll// lfil a/· 

Firfiz leil 8r IA If J hcid • Th is COUl waS stnlck III Flruza 831 IAHI bad' I e. struck 111 Flruzabad in 

107 AJ I It IS 10 b~' 1l0 1 1.~ hcre that the word (IS Mkkah IS IIlscnbcd r C\lc rscl~ and thl.! dale IS placed bctwccn 

thc mllli I1lI1lC. l peculiar Ihlllg for th t:' IlllfnlSl1ll \ICS of Bengal. 

The rc\crsc bea rs the Julus IlIle and the naille of the Sult::ln also III a scalloped CLrcle III ArabiC and III four 

hncs, G}J.I)'c;\· /f'c! (/til/yo lIu'd (hi: ahii a/ mUjohu/ NIt~\,rtJI Sbc;h a.l' Su/!iin. 'Succorur orthe world and thc 

1\:111;lon rathcr or I h~> \\MnOr Nusrat II1Is '0/0117 1 Shl h the $ lIlt an' 1111.: \\c ISlu or [he com IS 10 () gr.un (lild 

dll1l1Cler 1(1 IlUll 'I he Sh:lpc of Ihl.! COLlI IS round 

Type B2 Sd\ er Tlllkll 

Both thc ob\crsc and rt.:H· rsC legends ;"Irt.: 5::I111C as abovc Typc B I but the propcr n3me of the Sultan In 

T~ pc 0 2 15 p:l rtl;;'L ll ~ rel:l lllcd 011 the coi n And the Illlrgmallcgcnd is not \cl") clea r butll10sl probably the 

!1ll1lln:lm..: IS l\·l u·:ln ... ·ull.lhad and the dalc is written as I\!trogatd~ . \\ Iuch coul d be re:ld :ls nx The \\cLs ht 

of th~ C01l1 I!' lOX gr:U1\;-. :lud dl;lm..:tcr IS 2(, mill 

... ICB. 11&1 ,11\1 ('. II. 8 1\-IC, COfllUS etc. 
''0 (I) Glu"rlsuddw Balb'1II. (1265-1 21S7 c c ) fMC. II . P,14. Coin 110 154 & I 55 

( II )Ghr~ :lS llddil1 '1\\ ,11 Khaljl . (1211 -1226 C E) IMC. 11. P 145, Corn nO 2.'1 &4, 
I III IG llI~ nSllCtd1l1 Ib h:Ldu r Shall .( 111 !I-I 3)0 C E 1. lbid .COI n 110 14-16. 
II\) Gh,~. l suddlll A'/~L m Shah {1.3 1tI. 1-105 C E.l lbld. P 156-1 59. COins 1-1-1 6 
(\,) G hl~:l slIddln Barbak. ( I-IS7 C E ) JNSL Vol LV (Shah/;Ida Barak 1-labsll1) 1')<)1 p 7(. 

(\ i) Gll1 ~ ".lo (lddllL M:rhl1llld Shnh (1 532-Ui C E ). IbLd. COlli Nos 222-22 x 
(' II ) GhL~, LS\Lddlil Bahadnr Shah Ghal.! (155-1 -611 C E) IMC. P 1loi1 . COlli Nos 2iO-U 
(\III ) Ghr~~ lsuddlll Jalal 51wh Gha7,1 ( 15f>l1-6) C E ) IM C P 11$1 coin Nos. 21-1- 35. 
All those Sultans used the Iitle or IrLC]ab as Ghlyasuddm and NaSlnlddill Nusr:Lt of the HlIsalll Shahr dynast) 

uscd NUSr:J1 as ':LI:un' 
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No book Oil I11 sI00 l,kr:\!IIfI: catalogue of w ms mel1tlons the n:1111 1.: GllIyasudum Nusr;l\ The legend on 

the obH.:rsl.: I c 'l3dlah al muSl:1111 wa'i MUSI:l ':m' of Ihe said com IS lIot COl1l1ll01! as a legcnd for Sullam 

coins of Ocngal<)7 The date lS37 AI-! on the margin and the I11mt al Fmrz.abad tndlCo.1!e that the com was 

slruek dunng thl.: Illdcpl.:ndel1l Sulf:1II1 rule of Benga l 

Thl.: Ic\ ctSe legend re\l.:ais Ihe IKIIne of the SIII!;\11 \\lth hi s IHlc GllI~ assuddlll and the Kun~ah 'Abu'l 

MUJallld' shO\\ s th,l! he \\a:; \\arnor and his prOClam:HIOIl \\as nOI:t1l cas) Job HIs proper n:'l1lle I c. '::11:'111\' 

\\as Nusr::l.I and hI.: uscd the lI.:nll 'as Sul","' at Iht.: cnd ami nOI 'Su113n bill a$ SuIt311'. \\llIch lIIull .... a tes Ihal 

he \\as 1101 th...: son of a Sul tal1 Th...: coms rev~.1 tll :H Gillyasuc.kllll Nusrn l \\ ;\.s a sul tan, \\ ho struck COlltS 

from Flruzabad ml$37AH and was not of royal descent 

It IS kllo\\ 11 th:!t Jabltldlllg Muh:lIllmad Shah reigned III)to 836AH HIS son alld Succl.:Ssor Ahamad Shah's 

C011lS arc a\31labk olll~ \\ llh Ih l.! dah:s of K36 and N37AII We :u e told th:1I durms the reign of Ahmad 

hah 1\\0 of hiS sla\cs Shad I Khan and NaSir Khan . II1tr1gued agamst hUll and assassmated hUll Soon 

aft..:r thi S. rn :llr~ bl;t\\el.:ll these 1\\0 SI:I\I;S bl.:COllles IInllllllel1 ( By killing Sh;ldl Kh:lI1. 3.Slr look o\'cr the 

suit:'lna( .o. II..: ruled. 3~ Sa lmI sa) s. ani) for sevcn days or for half a da~ . accordmg to another r": lx>rt"" 

j\lier hlln Ihe su1!311;,\1 \\as handed o\er b~ the nobles to;) SCion of lJ)as h:lh !lallled N;'\Slruddlll Mahmud 

\\ ho nlk.'<l up Itl IUI-IAII II, ,;; carl l":$1 dated COul . as has bl."C1l fl.'Cord..:d b) K:lfIIH IS KJ I A I-! I' " But the latest 

study sho\\ s Ihat t\aSlruddlll i\'l ah11lud's rule start ed from K37AI I :is has b...:cn as<xrt.lt11ed from IllS ne\\l~ 

d.scovered COIIII "1 

$0. there 1$ a posslblhl~ of tlwl'C being tlm:c Sultans 11\ 1S37 AH n:ulldy Ahmad hah . NaSir Ihe slave 3nd 

Nasl r Sh;lh of 11K \ lahmud (Latcr lIyas) Shahl D~nast~ Ahmad Sh;lh's coms arc 1..110\\ 11 \\l th the b'1ab 

Shamsuddlll ,; :'Illd NaS ir Shah procl:ulllcd N:\Slfllddm Mahl11ud Shah as hiS rega l 11;II11CI'" None of theill 

used Gll1~asllddlll as;t taqab 011 thClr COlliS. 1I0r IS the namc usrat wIlh the tittle GllIya.~udd lll Thc legend 

of the com docs 1I0t lalh I,; lthcr \\l llh the coms of Ahmad Shah or MahlllUd Shah Thcrcforc. the 011 1)' 

person left IS ;'l~lr the ~ IaH' \\ho may ha\c proc lalllled Gtuyasuddlll 35 Ius laq3b Both Nasir the sla ve 

and \J;'lSIl Sh:.h did nOI uSI.: 'Sultan bill ;lS Su ltan"' '"' on their cams ;1nd trul ~ the) \\cre not sons of any 

Sull:m Not:l sltlg l...: eOIll or IIlscnpt lon of N::LSlnlddlil Mahnmd shO\\ Ihal hl' used GIUY:lSllddlll :'IS IllS 

.,. The legend 'blll"h :11 Musla' ilL wal Musta 'jll1 ' only known on the coins or QUlbuddlll A'IAm as panlal obverse 
Ic-gelld ~hs IdC IIIIl ~ IS ~el 1101 been ilscen;nned Oul obviousl) he was a Ikl1gal Sultan For del:111 see the t1n lcle 
-Qulllbuddill Alall1 ' 11;.11 Banglar EkJillI:1 AparlJlI:.to Sull:m". /Iifmm (Jolllllal or illc Bangladesh IIlhas Panslmd) 13 
Id yc:.n. No 1,' . / l l!)(' U S (1,),)O)pp 3M·;1I 
'If Sultant Amol . p 110 
'II Riyal. I> 11 9 
,." COIllUS. P x7 
, '1 Dl.scusscd illlll1S chaplcr under NasmlCldiu Mahmud. 
I . ': Corpus. p K" 
HOt Ibid. P 8.( 
1'" 'Sultan bll1 , l ~ Sultan' Il, l ~ l>ccll used b~ Ihe sons or Su ll (l IlS. \ II. hillllSll(ldl11 FlfU is sons. Ilyas' son Slk:1ndar and 
IllS SOli A'I"m N, l ~ lrllddlll Mah11lIld'~ SOli Oarb:lk and SO 011 
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tltlc l(l~ And N:tsl r the s1:'l\(:'s coms ~nd I1lSC nptlons ~ r~ yel 10 be !lOllccd So. If the rcadmg of the d:ttc t07 

A H IS taken to be correct then Ihe onl y pcrSOI1 who nllghl h:l\ e used Ghl ~ :ls uddlJl as laq:tb IS as lr the 

sl3vc 

Very rcccllll~ \\1.' lIa\ e h(ltl :til o])ponuIlHy to study another COlll of N:lsiruddJt1 USr.11 Jt1 :1 private 

collecllon 111 Dh(ll.a (T~ pe Bl ) Up Idl no\\ ol1l~ four coins oflhis Sultan have cOl11e to lighl Ea rller Ihan 

the di scover) of Ihe COIll of BNM two Photostat copics of the coins of lIsral were known !lut due to the 

pat1ial relentloll of th l.! n:llllC NIII of the Sultan's name II could not be deciphered properl ~ to ,, (A;rt::1111 the 

n:unc of Ihe Sult:!11 Thc .. c 1\\0 COIIl S 3nd the caUl of pnvn\c eolll.:etlOI1 3n,: lIke COlli T)pc 02 Till prescnt 

day In allthcse fou r COIIl ,'; of 1111.':: Sultan arc kno\.,.n and al l an; of SII\'cr onc t:tnka and of tola \\clght 

Thc Dhak:l. colleclor's COIll IS IlkI..' the abo\c mentioned CO Ill Typc B2. Sultan's /Iallle IS also ret~u ned 

1'3(11311) 111 thiS COIll , and thc k:gends or both Sides arc to somc e..; tetll thl.: same :IS T) pc B2 ThiS eOIll IS 

rather cnld!.' III e\..:cu tI UIi ;\IlU th.,; r..:n:rsc margm:ll k:g..:ud ~lllLos l IIldlstlllct but the dale I ~ de~r In thiS 

cOllllhl: d.:l1..: ha~ l10t bl.: l.! l1 placed HI the middle of the n1l111 nal11e as t) PC BI Here the !:lst ponlon of the 

mint 11:1Ille IS clear :lI1d the d':llc \\finen fl!trogately The dig it 8 is placed below digil three II cou ld be 

nOfmal! :- fead as 73XA I-I But \\'\: know Ihat 738 was Ihe dale of F;}khmddll1 Mubarak The nalllc of the 

111111! IS IllOSt prob:lbl~ lU';l1.1:lIl1:lb:1d whi ch was ;nlll:1I1.:d 111 7t.() Therefore the correct readlllg IS ~G7 

[t IS Lnlercstmg to notLCe thaI Ghly.lSuddlll Nusr3t did not proclalln <'Lll) other hononnc utlc bUi was 

eOl1lCndcd onl~ \\'llh '0111:1111'1 f\,IUSI:t'1l1 \\a'i Musl:t':tl1' It prob:lbly ind icates Ihe polltlC.11 tunnOl1 of the 

!line :lnd the posilion or the Sultan \\'ho was left only to Ihc shelter of Allnh , 

lllC ob\crsc legend of the COul 'Olllah al ·{\Iusl;illl \\'al Must:!n' IS not CtlI111110n l ~ used 111 the COIl1S of 

Sult:llll Beng.11 alrcad\ heen mentioned ea rher Its onl) usc \\as b) QUlub ud dill ;\'z.'un, \\ ho \\ 3S 

probabl~ a plI.:h.'ndef ·nu.: d:H\: of th\: aforcs<"lld COIU and thc s llnilalll~ of Ihe legend \\llh lh:lt of 

Qutbuddlll A'L1111'S II1dle:tli:S their LH .. ~mcss IIltil11e They arc Ihe Issue of prelendcrs, as I.he) did not cla ll11 

10 be "Sult.:'ll\ bill :'\ .. Sultan" With the dl scovc!) of Ihese COIl1S Ihe story of AZlIll:n and N:lS lr:llc. as the 

1\\0 SOilS of l-b1l1 1..1 \\ho fought e;lch otht.: r for the throl1cl
' ..... Seelll to be based on facts Tht.: n~\lIICS 'Nus rat' 

(of Ghlyasuddll\ NII!'T:l1) ;md 'A 'l;l lll ' (of Qutbuddlll A'1..1111) phonctLc.'llly t~dl ~s with A.limct and Nasirct 

If Qlltubuddin A'za l11 \\:\s thc son of H:lll1 za hi: would inscribe ' Su1l3n bin ~s Sult:ln' 011 his COlliS and 

likeWise Ghl~a..c; udd1l1 Nl1sr:lI 

Therefore. \\C Ina\ cOllciu(iL' thaI I IIsrat \\:1S the s1:t\c N:lslr Khan DISco\c~ or:'\ coup k of COUlS not 

hdp us to ascertalll :11\ tll1knm\n event of lustor)' bUI can help us to bndge gaps 3nd prOVide further 

10' S Ahmed. luscnpllolls of Bellgal Vol. IV. VarendnJ Resea rch Museum, R:tJshalu. 1 %0 pp. 49-<,7. 
11'6 COinS and Chronolol:\..\ PI' XU-S' . 
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mfOOllJllon Then:fon.:. ~o loug the other COlilS beanng more IIlform:lILOn not dlsco\c rcd. \\ C ma~ 

concludl! 11t:11 N;ISLI Ill .: ~ I 'l\c IHOCkllllll:d hUllSclf slIllan \\lth tho,: rl:g:lIIl:1l11e GIU).lSuddm Nusi.l1 Shah and 

struck COlliS froll1 the: I\\() millIS \ LI.. r .fu4.'1bad and Mu'aunmabnd 

L:lSth thl! dah! oll lh.: C(lI " ofT~ ,,1.: Bl LS !(37AI-I though n cllI sd matI.. on the nllddlc ofthl.: second dlgLl 

I e 0 11 3 creal l.!.<; :l Ilull! doubl II .seems 10 be a clear 3, but t ho,:n~ IS Ihe only otho,:r possibil ity of bo,:mg 2 

whLch means Ihl.' dnlc Ill:!\ be !( 27AI-i Out III 1(27 J:lInludl1l was on the throne of Bengal and IllS COlliS 

dated ~27 nrc \\e:1I1..1I0\\1\ Thl: second com's d:lle IS considered 10 be 837 also l1\en;fore. IllS lC4lsonable 

to read the d:ltc of BNM COlli (B I) as H37AH 

If the d:llc IS read :lS x27 then we s hall have to :ldmlt Ihat a pretender, Gillyasuddlll Nusrat an unknown 

ruled for SOI1l ..:1II1H.: !,:Llher outSide the pale of Jalaludlll 's empire or somc part of f inL41bad We know that 

Jalaluddlll nllcd COlllll1llous l ~ nnd Lssued COlliS front v:mous mmls n..:gubrl~ Hut If the dal t: IS read 3S g37 

Ihl:11 GhL~;t.."Llddlll NlISr:lI uf thc COlli can be Idel1llfied \\llh th..: sl:1\!": ;ISlf Khan 

On the basiS of th..: :'00\\: diSCUSS ions \\C 1113) conclude as follo\\s 

The coms add:. nc\\ name In the list of the Sultans of Bengal and the full rcgaln3mc of thc Suil3Jl 

\\;)$ Ghl' ~I <; lId dUI1~a \\n'd dill Abu" MUJ:lhld NusrJI ShJh as Sultan 

2 CueuIIIS(;'LI1II:11 C\ Idcnec shows that he was Ident ical \\l lh Na.m Ihc slave and he nllcd for a shon 

111m:. Ihcn.:forc hiS COlliS arc e'lfI.!mcly rarc 

-; 'nlt: COLll :> \\I.: rt: :.\rtICI.. at FInI l.1.b:ld and Mu'auarnabad HI 837AI-I 

-4 Gluyassuddll1 Nusral's plaoc \\111 bc bct\\ccn Sh:I1IlSlIddlll AhnKld :lI1d Na~ lnlddlll Mahrnud and 

h..: 11l:1~ h\.' Gil!..:" NU~r:L1 1,IIld \laslO1dd1ll )\luST:'!1 bill II usa1l1 \\111 be 1I sml 11 
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Mahmud Shah; S3 7-893 / 1434 - 1487 

Shamsuddlll j\ l lIn~d Sh:lll. Ihl! laSI nllcr of the f:ull1l y of Rap Gam:sh. was murdered by Ih l.! design of Ills 

1\\0 sla"c.s Sh::.dl Khan :md , aSlf Kh:m After the death of their mastcr they Ill tngucd agai list one another 

for tilt.: throm: ::Ind Nasir succcdcd 11\ ~\SSur1lLlIg the throne b) kIlling Shadl But he could not rule for 1011& 

Ihl' U,yU! fCJ>ortcd 111:11 he ruled onl~ for Seven da)s. III another report ani) fo r half a day' But the nobles 

of the court \\Cn: not S.:lt l s fll.!d \\ 1111 Ius rule and by kLl llllg NaSir they dl:valcd 10 the throm.: one NaSir 

Shah. one of the dcccncl;\llls of the family of Jlyas Slmh! Who is known as aSlrUUUIIl !\bhl11uu Shah III 

1\.5101') lie and h!!; three sons and 0111.; grand SOli ndcd 111 Bcng.,1 for more than half a ccntury. about 55 

"cars As a Slr hJh \\as a dcccnd:lnt of Il~~s Sh::lhl f::lnl ily. the famil) nile cSI!lbhshcd by him \\ hlch 

coullllucd lor h!lll!l Cl.'lltur: IS called Ihc 'L:lh.:r II) as . h!l lll D)11 !lS t~' ThiS u:u11Ing has bcen !lcceph.'d by 

ll10dCfil 111 StOn:lI1S Thei r b:ls lS is the rel>ort of the l~lhllqol-l-Akhuri :'Illd 7 ciri1E.H - I'in~llfI \ BUI 

MHkhal):ldh ~ :l ~ 1\ I u kh:lp:l dll~ a~ raised II Ie quest 1011 thaI as tllere IS no accrtaillcd proof aVt111:lblc about Ihl! 

rci:ltlon of N~IS l r "i lh IIY!ls Sh:'lh. so the naming of 'Later lIy!ls Shah,' IS nOI rC!lsollJb lc. And 

M lJkhlPldh~ a~ 's 111 (;\\ ou r of c:lll l11g tillS fall1dy 'M ahmud Shahl" Karllll !llso supporlS M ukhapadhyay': 

We Shll1 ::also C:lll thiS f;lIl11l~ ~hhmlld Shahi . In tOlal lhcre ::arc fhc ru lers oflh ..:. Malll11ud Shahl family as 

alrcad~ becn 1111.:1111011l ... d. the) :m,: 

NaslI1.lddll1 l\1:lhmud Shah 

2 Ruknuddlll Barbak Shah (son of M!lhll1ud Shah) 

3 h:l.lllsuddlil YusufS hr.h (5011 of B.:lrb:lk Shah) 

" NUludum Slkalldar Shah (son of Mahmud Shah) 

5 J ~l bluddll1 Fall! Shah (SOil of Malunud Shah) 

' The R.!" .II. P I II) 
: Ibid. p: ll'J . RI~:U ca lled hl111 olle oflhc grilnd -SOIl$ orShalilsud dill . except RJ~.lIIIO I a single book lllC1J!loncd 
hl1l1 as gralld- SOil or Ihas 5h;111 Cf Suilalll Amol . p 2(. I 
I Discussed JlI uhalll Amol. p 26 1 
<\ Dllsllo Bachhm. p 17'.1 
'This J'lllllily IlIa~ be called a~ Mahmlld Shahi fa11lil~. opined b~ Kari nl. Suililili Aillol. p 26 1 
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I , Nli siruddin Mlthmlld S hllh 837 - 86411434 - 1459 

Alter the murder of tin: sl;l\e NaSi r. M:lhmuu \\~IS pUI 011 the Illrom.:. b) Ihe nobks ~lI1d IllS full regIOnal 

Ilame IS N(i;'/r /I'd ' ''lIIp i 1t(('J fi,i, ohli'l mll~cifJcrr mll)cihu/ M(I~lIl1/id .''ibnh as has been knO\\ 11 from his 

COIllS and IIlSCn pll OI1S , BUI Buchanan and following him W Haig hold Ihat both the. Nams ,Ire idenllc;Ii , 

Howeve.r. N:l smlddlll Mahlllud, as a Sultan, eJlJoyed a pc.acefu l and prosperous reign of 27 )cars(l The 

prosperity and I ral1qudlt~ OrlllS reign have been reflected through his coms TIle most rcmarbblc. eVen! of 

hiS reign is Ihe ~ l l1 shm C010111 z...'1 11011 and C.-.: p:U1 SI01l of the Sultanal towards sou th Bengal. III Jessore· 

Khulna, Bag!,)rhal·KklhfatabaJ n:glOIl by one of the generals. Khan Jahan Alil Si lver COlliS of Malullud 

ha ve been found 111 :lbliliJancc and ther!,) is ;1 ktrge lIumb!,)r of his di scovered gold coins reported to h:avc. 

been found al so A fc\\ frac tional coms in Silver arc also dlscove.n.:d 

No conte.mporar: source IS a\'aib.ble to judge the reign of M:lhlllud Shah. Ihe CO lliS :lnd Hlscriptlons are 

the onl~ rdiabk s.ollrcl.' for th ~' penod' . There.fore , coins of Mahlllud Shrlh arc vcry lIuport:l111 III provldll\g 

a prope r chronolog~ of Ihe period Accordlllg 10 Ihe legend gold cams of tillS Sultan may be dassifil:d into 

51,\ t ~ pes As rcg:Hds thc ca lhgraph~ and deSign. 1II0s1 of (hl:lll arc crudd~ c.'\cclItcd and sometimes vcry 

difficult 10 rc-ad frolll a photocopy In aiL eighteen gold COlliS of Nasi ruddi n Mahmud Shah ha ve bee.n 

found . the~ nrc ;'III Olle trln!..;'1 gold of thc tala weigh t standard, No fractional e.oin in gold has been found 

The gold COlliS arc ,IS follows 

T) pI.; A I , Gold Trlll!..a 

The obversl: bears 11\ a kllc-rcd surf.'1cc lhe. Icgl:nd III Arab ic III fOlir hnes ( 1\' SlI lfcill 1/" iJdlf N(~'lr /I'd 

dlillyii 1\'(1'" ",iI (lhli'l mil/ii/lid M(I~III1l'id Shah o.l' .SII/!fln, 'the Just Sultan. hdpl:r of the world and religion 

f:llher of the \\ ':tr rior i\b.lUl1Ud Shah the Sult:an.' 

1111: n.:.\crse be:Hs Ihe lC!)cnd 111:1 clrclc mlhr!,.'\,! lliles 01 fmlll 'flypJII h(lIiI),),1(1 (/1' UuJ;rmctn !).lllllifill Allf1Il btl 

bllllol 1I'(t! hl/rlull/ 'OIlC Sll'e.lIgllu.:ned by thl! support of Ihe MerCiful vlccgen:nl of Allah by proof and 

I cs lilllon~' Th...: IlK11'gill ou tsldl! the eireh.:. IS illegible The \\clght of the COIl1 IS 10 72 grams and the 

dl:um:lcr IS 2 1111111 I'r"':$...: r H'd in the. British Museum?, 

!> Ibid, P 2fi5 , RI~;11 P 110 
- I-IB. I I. P t 11. " G ,''' Lallrul 6:lI'I, cd , Uangli1dcsh /)1\/1'1(/ (i(l::('/I('(' r,\', A:Jwlml Ohaka B:lIlg1adc:<:h 00\'1 
Press l ?7~ . pp,.J;i-l7 
I( Suital1i AllIol. p U.; 
li ONS. No 14~ , p20 COlli DO 11 
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Tvplr ,\2 G(Jld T:\nk;l 

There IS onl~ Olle go ld COin of IIII S Sul13n In the collectlOIl or [klllgl~desh Nallonal Museum The obvers!.! 

bears III a clrd!.! [h..; I!.!!;cnd III ArabiC III thrc..'C hnes Nii~\11' II(/ dllnyii wo'd tll;1 ohii " nll /jii/lld Malmllitl ,'illall 

.\'lIlu;lI . "helper of 1 he \Iorld :md the n:1 ig,ion. F:uher of the \Iarnor Malullud Shah Sullan " 

The rel ersc bc:us thc legcnd III a ci rclcllettered surface Illlhree l\I1c .... Ihe sam .. ' as Ihe revers\! ofabovc com 

no A I. gold tal1 ~.1 I IlI.:rc I ~ 110 date. or JIlJlIl n:Ulle Th\! wClght IS 10 1)7 grant' One com of thi s typc IS III a 

pmJtc collcctro ll III IlIdl.1 But Ihere IS a \-;l nntlon 111 deS ign. Ihe ob"erse I:> III a decorah.:d circ le and 11ll" 

reverse III n letten.:d ' urtace and \\clghl IS lOX gram ~l1d I H mill I II dlameter l
' 

Sian Goron has rq>orted III ONS 11 0 14 ~ fou r COlliS of type A 2 prcscn cd III the Kawalt: coll ection of 

IndHl . \\ llh some \o.1"lo. llons II I deSIgn. The obverse III double Circle ilnd Ihe re\ erse legend III a decor;)'h.:d 
, . 

Circle 0, ob\er$c III ~ scrolled border and re\ efSe HI a dccoratr.:d Circle. the obl erse 111 a ra~\!d cIrcle havlIlg 

dot III c:lch ITI:lI1$1e and thc n:\ crsc lt1 :r CI rcle\); both sides h:!\c :l decorated Circle but \\'lIh l eI) c rude 

e,ccullon ~ WCIgln and lllc.o.suremcnt of these corns 3rc 10 7 gr:un ;).nd 20 111m, 10 7 Slam and 2 1 mill. 

to R gralll and II) II1Ill ;Illd 1117 gITlm and 33 m ill respectl vcl~ One CO UI or the sallie. t)'PC :lIld similar 10 

Goron·s COIll 110 X IS III Ihr.: collection of British Muscum h:Hlng :l bettcr eXl:cullon Its l\clght IS 10 79 
,< 

gmm and 21 111111 111 dl ;). t11ch:r 

r, pc A3 Gold Timb 

The oblcrsc legcnd I~ th~ S;UllC as Ihe T~pe A2 111 a decorated Circle but the reH:rSe Ie-gclld u..:~ rs nO;HTlI'/ 

"/iim '1\(1'1 mlll/IIIII;' kllldll(I(I mlllkllJl/I, also to:l decomt..:d clrclc, "l lcl pcr of I$lo. m and 1\lusIIIllS. lIla~ IllS 

l: lIlgdom be p..:rpellt:l ICd " The \\elghl of Ihe com IS 10 I) g r ;).1ll ;).nd the dla ll1 l'lc r IS 24 111111 ThiS C0 1ll l.s 

prcsened 11\ a pm.,!c col lection 1Il Indla lll< 

I\ pc A4 Gold T;m!..a 

The ob\ersc legr.:nd IS Ihe same :ts Ihe abol'e com T )'pe A 2 and A 3 but In place of abu'/ mlljohllJ there is 

«"ii'l f1l1l;nf!al' ' 111: relersc. legend IS the s.:unc as that oflypcs A I 3nd A 2 but the legcnd IS III fi ve lim:s. 

The COlli IS ptlbl1~hed III JASB 1904 iJ 

I" BNM. Aee 110 ISl' 171 
" J P Goellkll collection. C;IICUIl:l. Illdia , . 
-ONS. No 14K. 1')1)') ,1' I') COlli 1107 

1\ Ibid. COIil no I I. (Corpus T\pc., II .) 
I~ Ibid. I) 20, COlli 110 12 . 
I ~ ONS. no 14 K. COlli nO ') 

I" J P Gocnkfl Collect 10 11. In(h.1 
I JASB, \')04, P lx l pi " . 110 I. descnbed III The ClIlturalIlll craclIOIlIlL South M ia b~ M R Tarafdaf. P 167, coin 
110 Ig 
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The Illint lla11l~ ;tnd date h:'l.\e dls~pl>c.:arcd WClght of Ih\.: com IS 166 gr:llllS :lI1d the d,:ulleler 1< 5 mchcs 

There arc fl\e COIilS of the S:lt11C Icglo!lld mentl oncd abow III Ka\\nle colkc\lon. Indln desc ribed b) Stnn 

Goron In ONS" \Vl~ lgln :- rnngc (rom 107 to I () l) grnllls and diameter 2 1 10 22 mill On~ gold COIt1 or 
"~I)e A~ IS also 1I1:l pm:l!c colleeIIOlllt1lndl:t. \\clght or lhc COUlIS IU X g ra111 :llld dl~Hlle!l.:: r 2U mm t" 

T\pC AS. GQ.W . .T:lIlk:l. 

The ablefse b~;lrs Ih~ lq;': lld 111 lettered su rface III three lincs III Ara.blc, the S::lmc ::lS Ihat ofllll! above coin 

T~pc A4 bul till,: r~\er~e kgend III a decoF.lted Circ le III three lilies IS as T\pc A3 i e ,,{iI/m 'l/slfl lll 11 (11 

mu\·!tminJqwllll/u lIIul;"IIII'1 The \,elght IS 10 7 gr::un rind diameter IS 22 mill T1l1s COlli IS pn,:scf\'cd III the 

Kawale collect 1011 III ludl <J. ami published by Stan Garon ill ONS~' 

TvVI.r Afl; Gold "('nnk:! 11.1011 TI pcl 

The obn:rse or tillS t~ pc bears 1IIIIuIl a Circle the figure of a hon II nh nght fOfCl)a\l r:usl:d and the 

marglllal k:g!'!l1d bcars Ihl' lIallle or the Su ltJtI N,i,~1r II'" dllf1)'ii H u '£I ,/t"i, ahli'l 111/(;01101' M{/~lIni/d ."ill,ill (1.1' 

SII/!iil1 Thc fc\efse bears thc legend III a CIrcle dccoratt.:d \\il h Jl"Jbcsqucs inlhc margll1. the same~.s T) pe 

A I leal mll\\:l~~ Idu ba taYYld wal burhan, but the 1II1Il! IS Klmzanah dalcd K4911le COlli \~as stnlck III 
" th!.! trcaS1I 0 1II l:.(4l)A H· 

,\ couple or gold COIll$ of Naslnlddm M:thmud h:l\c ongllla ll ~ bl!cn Illcntloncd b~ S A Shl.: rc III JNSI. 

SI:lll Goron rcported tltis III ONS but without ally dcscrivt lOlI :~ 

Silver coi ns 

N::lSlruddlll ~1ahltlud's St1l1.:r coms arc abund,:ulI ha \ lIlg. \:)rtcd deSIgns ::lnd legcnd fnnnul:JS All hi S S lh~r 

cams arc of Olle lola \\cl£ht standard A fe\\ fracllonal COUlS til Si ll er arc also kno\\11 bUI the) arc \!.!f) 

rare AccQnling to the Ir.:gclld hiS sll 'cr COlliS arc as rollo\\ s 

T~~JH· $lh crTanJ..:t (""limit '[vpc) 

The obvcrse be:lrs III n w elt.: the Kallm:1 1Il thrt:c hIlCS, Iii tlaha Iflci AIIiiJIII M/t~l(Immad IIr ~slil A/iflll 

Therc IS no God but AIIJh. Muh:lIllmad is thc Messcnger of Allah' The marglllJl lcgcnd ou tside the elrcit: 

rcads ~II/nh(/ h"p h" \/H{IIII If (1/ FirllZ(ilfbd ,I'{mah /i)7 Tht.: date \\n(ten n.:tl og~ltcd also the second digit 

rCllcrsal 'ThIS COlli \Ias :>Irtlck ill tilt.: 1':lt1l zabad (mmt) yC:lr K37 

I~ ONS. No 141' . pp 1:S-I'J. 
1'1 J P Gocnkll Col1cclIOIl C.,icllll;l 
:0+ 0 S 110 \.lX. COlli 110 III. P I 'J 
:1 Vas;ml (l1o\\dlllll) ,IUd P; lnl\l ~ll R;t~ . "Hitherto IIlIknowll honl1lohllT of :lSIr tid dill M,llll1lud Shah orbcng;II M. 

('1I111 (1~1' (III/I FrO/ml/ll' of \ (I/,f" /-,"1"/('/'/1 ST(f/t',. of Imlw, 1III!//I1(J/I1.'d b~ Goron ill 0 S. 110 14M . P 21 JIt 2 
:: 0 S . l1o l",, 1' . p~1 r11110-
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Thc fcverse k gcl1d IS 111 ;1 l1Iulllrotllll Arabic. alld 11\ fo ur lUlL'S (1.1 .'iI/film 1/'1 (1(1t! N(I.llr I/ 'd tlllII)'a w(I(1 ,It;1 
(lhit'l Imlltihl(l Afa!IIl1ilt/ Slllril {Il .Vulrlill 'The JUSI Suhnn. helpL'r of tlu.: \\odd and relat ion. father of th!; 

\\arnor ~1Jlllnu~1 Sh;lh thl: SuItJII!I. 

TillS t ~ P!; IS ah;o hl!cn round \\Ith the rc\crse Icgcnd III ;l squarc and ktlCled ~ lIrf;lce (SC A. XV:J. MO) but 

the obvcrSt! 1!Ii o. h\ns~ 111 :1 circle h;:l\1t1g the m:lTglllJI h.:g!;l1d with 1l1lnt1K1I11!; and dilt!; The l1I~lfgill of SeA 

CaUl no lS31J bl:a l'S the mlllt FIOI l.."l.bad Also another COUI ofthc saJll!! In>c of FLnLZabad mlllt dated M41S 111 

the collection of Il, M \\:1S found Ul the Bagcrh:u ho.."I rd IS double Strud.. 011 th!; ob\crse The weight IS 

10 42dl:1 27 111111 (X 1 14Xj 

Another COlli of till.': sam!; tYI)!; foulld III a pnvale collection where both sldt!s are III c lrclcs1~ Thc mlllt 

name IS Armh '}"'}.t(llf/! (C hatga\\n) dated R39 

Thl! ob\ersr.: IS the same legcnd as T~ I)r.: BI 's revcrsl! Thc rc\crs..: legcnd IS III a Clrclc glWII~ I/'I/,/tim 

"(I'/llIIl.lhmil1. 'Or.:fcndcf of lslall1 ::md the MuslullS' The nl:lfglnallcgcnd IS IIIdistUlCt but the date IS ~B8 

In th t.! nl:'fglll thl' digit 3 IS relrogralcd. nlC abo\c mentloncd \\\ 0 t>pcs (8 I, 82) mdlc3tc Ihat Ihe 

11lll1llsm;ltlc :Ic tl\ It \ of Nas lnlddm M:lhmud starled With these K:lhnw tYI)l:S, ;l1Id the ca rl) COlliS wllh Ihl: 

tltlc m SIf/!lllllf'/ 'Alh' :lI C ;l Imos! announclllS Ih~1 t!vcrybody " III get Jusll,e As he came to pO\\Cr:"5 a 

result of a rC\ohHIOn so tillS t ~ IX: of n:assmancc W;'IS the IllXd of thc hour In Types B I and B2 t!\cn the 

gold T~ pc~ ,\ 1 '\2, ;ll1d 1 ;111 bC;lf Ihc KUl1yah of thc Sultnl1 Ahjj 'f Alllll/hid onl), though he IIsl..:d 'Abu I 

IVluz:lO';tr' also 

r ,pc B3 SaI\ crT:lIlka tal 'adll T\11C) 

The ob\crsc kgcnd IS Ihe sal lie as I~pe 82 I c \\ Ith :15 SII/f(IlIlI 'l '{iclt! legend 111 a multi fOil But the rc\ crse 

h.:gcntl ls Ihe sallie as [hc rc\erse legend of T~ pc A I III a Circle III thc mafglllthc CI(cuku It.:gr.:ntl C0l11:11115 

the 1111111 /1;11111: I hikJlI1 }J""I0ltyal! bUI Ihe date IS illt.:glblc!\ 

I\p, B4 SlhcrTjlnk;1 

T he obverse 111 Circle \\l lh scroll de COr.l tiol1 on Ihe marg1l1 outside thc Circle The Icgcnd IS the same as 

Typl! Al 111 tlu: lII:trg1l1 onl~ the d~lIc M I IS rcadable The reverse legend IS he:tvlly cut and shroff marked 

Thc marglll IS dl.'Cor.t tcd Most probabl~ thiS t) PC IS the same as Type A2. \~, llIch bears on thc reverse al· 

mlll4'a):l'Iu ba liiX\'lcl til' U(I~"'llill 1il!a'i(muJJah hll ~1111/(If "'(1'/ hurhtin Llkc thc abo\'c t~ pe Ihere IS a COIll of 

3 big 03.n \\ II IL scrolled marglll31 decoration enCIrcled by another Circle and J clusler of pillet border III 

SeA coin No K2j 

~. Private Colleclloll Jholl S Oe.\(: IL emmd:1 
., 0 • r IslwCJ 1111;1111 , Dh:ll..:1 
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'nle reverse m:lrgm IS b.:t\\CCIl 1\\0 clrcks dcco~t(,;d \\llh Ihc mllll Mme ' D:l~hd O:'l.I1J:lliyah' bUI \\l1hOUI 

all)' dale 11le dl:lmcter of Ihe com IS 30 mm 

TYpl: 95 Sll\~r Tan~u 

The ob\crsc b .. ~:lrs Ihe legcnd I e thc I1:U11I': of the Sull:m \\Hh the KUIl):lh Uhf;" nlll}(;Jlld. (Fathcr of the 

\\arnor) It IS thc S:lnlc:1<: Ihe ob\crsc legend OfT)I)C 94 

The rc\crsc let;cnd t!' III :t clrcl\: miJlr /1'1 " ,!tim wa'l fnll.\ limlll/QllIllJda nllllkllhu, ' I-It.:lpcr of ISbill and Ihe 

1\'lusltrllS ma\ Ill!' ~lIIdglJllI bl.; 1).;qMu:lled' The legend SI:CIIlS to bl.! Ihc sanlL' as T) IX: AJ but thl.! Iltarym IS 

illegible 

Soml.! coms of IhlS I~ pc bear on the margm different dl:slgns. so therl: arc some yariatlons illlhis type also 

One va nalion has clgln double half Clrck;s \\lth dot 111 it The CClLtral circle conlams the legend on Ihc 

ob\crse lh: rc\ .. 'rs .. • IS III :l double Circle: the mncr one is nwdc of eigl1l arcs (R:tjgol 33 (1) AnOIIH.:T 

\ ;;mCI~ I c b .. ~r." on the obH: rSe:.l r..l~ed ci rcle ha \ IIlg a dOl III each trlanglc III Ihl: marglll Thl.! n;\crsc of 

\aT 2 h:l5 :l In:II SII1:lI kgcnd outSide!\:' 

T'I1C 8 6 Ilvcr T:mha 

Thc ob\crsc. III J pl:lln arca or III J circle. bc3.rs the name of the Sullal1 \\Itlt the KlIllyuh lIMi'/ Imqaffilr. 

'Father of \ lelo~ ' The r.;\ crSe bcars the sallle kgclld :lS the TC\oCf!iC legend of T~ pc B5 :llso 111 J circle 

11115 ' ~pc IS al"o sam .. ' J" the gold IJnkn T~ pc A6 

T\'p'k 61 Sih er Tank! 

The ob\cr<;c kgcnd COI1I :lIn:: the n:lme of lhc Sulwil \\11h the KUII)<l11 "bii'l mu;;afJr-1r Just <I:' I\PC 96 in:\ 

dccoratl\e bordcf\-d cli ck Therc C\151 \:lfleIICS \"llh chITr.:.n;nl dl:slgns 

1l,e re\'crse bears :1 lso 111 a deeornl l\,c bordered eifel!.! Ihe legend 111 Arable 01 mIlW(IYYldll hu f«yyid (If 

f(ttfIll1l7" /sJ.mliitlllllltih hi! ~llIlInI \lt/'I h/lrhfin. 'one Slrel\glhened b~ lhc support Oflhl.: Mcrclufu l. KhahfJ of 

All:)h b~ proof :md I CS II 1110n~' TillS rc\'er~ lebcnd IS thc most popu lar and gcncrous l ~ used III the calllS of 

1\llhmud and IllS son Ruknuddm B:1rbaJ.. Accordmg to K:lnm thiS \\:l5 a reaction to the C131111 of 

"hallfalulbh Ill k h\ IhL' c()ll\cl1 hlaluddin Tlus COIl1 155111 .. '(\ from MuhalllLlladabad nllnl The dale IS 

illegible \\clght of the COIl1 IS 10 62 gram and dl:Ulletcr 23mm 

:\ SCA. Coin 110, lS2-4. pI ~ ,) 

:" R:lJgor '~O . SCA X11. 
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Thl.:fC arc Illall ~ \ ;Lf!du.· ...... IlL IhLS 1'1':': Thl.: I'Cverse legend l1la~ be reg:udcd as Ihl.: d~nastic formula for Ihe 

COlliS of j\·lnhllLud Shah and Ruknuddm Ihrbak Shah though til!; laler Sull4l.ns of the ~it1ld ~ VIL Yusuf. 

SL~and:lf II. and Fath (lid 1I0 t LIS": II at all (Cal no 272) 

I,p!'; 7 Cal SII\..:r Tanka 

An IIllportant ,aneh ur I hi S I' pI.: IS 'c:hllClIr(I' or umbrella type The legends of Ihe both sIdes arc till.': samc 

as T) pe 87 Out th..: olHe rse legend IS placed bl.!l1cath :In umbrclln of sellli cln;11.! with :l fnnge of SIX 

tnangh..-s \ll1d \\ Ilh ;'l [OIL); qLC~ III Ihe Lllidd le ThL: reverSe dL,:slg.n IS :t Illulu fol[ or scalloped CIfCI!.: The 

n1lnl IS Ilkglbt..: bUI Ih l.! datI.! IS ~j6 In Ihl s \ :mCI), the namL,: Mahmud IS III th l.! beg.mn ing of lille thn .. -c but 

most of the C.1SeS Ihe gre:uer p:lrl of 'Mnhmud' IS on' the nan (em no 261) , 111en.: IS another kInd of 

Lhhatra used III the eOllls of Milh11lud. discussed III T~pe B I 0 

Em: 67 lb) SI[w r Tanka 

The legend 011 both :!lId..: ... u ~' the S:tJne :lS T~ Ih: 67 but the deSign either both 111 crrcle (Vr b) nunl Salg:lOn 

d;'IIed 1556 (ClIno nU) or both Sides ~re III :I deCOr.lII\e clrclc (Vr c). 1111111 also Salg;lOn dall.!d 85X 

(Cat 110 271 ) 

T\ilC 87 hi d} 511\\;1 Tat\~" 

Anotlll,:r II1terestlllg \anet~ ofT~I>!.! 67 IS 111 a decoratI ve. Cifc[e. The l11o.rglll oul SIde the Circle IS dcslgned 

\\ llh :l clusler of sl>car heads ("/) The reverse 1Il Tu!;hr.l cimrnctcr IS anlstlC:lll) e'>:ecutcd The mmt IS 

~ l uh:lmrnodab;HJ . III~' Jai l.! K·7 . the lenlh IS IllegIble (Cot no 271) 

Tv!>!: 137 b I' el S Ih cr T;LLl h\l 

Vam:t~ c of r~ pc 13 7 b ... ·al'$ the deSign of the ob"crs\.' III a h:tlf CITCh.! III the upper part contallllllg Nii.W /I'U 

dllllJli The re\er:;e 11\ " clrde h:ls the 1111111 name r."lu'azz:lJ1labad :llld d:ltc X56 Weight of til!.! COlli IS 1065 

Hr~ll\l and dl3l11ctt;r 2 1 mm (C:lt no 273) 

1)'0'" ox 5ih cr Til l1k~) 

The obverse bC:l fS the Ic&clld III Ar:lblc, the same as the obverse legend of T~ pe B6 III :l platO arca There 

;lrc \3ritles of dl.:slgns in tiLLS tYllc. 111 a single mullifoll. III a double mU[liioil 

TIlc rc\crse bear .. lhl~ kgcluJ 1I1 :l circle. ,-d1a /l~II'1 /.I/lim 1I (/'/,ml\/1I111;' lJj:al/(u/o AI/lilt. '·nlc help of Islam 

;\JId the Mushms lL\a~ Al1:th pcrpetuate' The com Sircuk 11\ the Illillt Muhamllladab:td. daled ~;8 Om; 

\-;lrict~ Il~ (a) I ~sll(,;d from the undCClphcrcd mint. Suhur ('1) or Silpur ("') (Cat no.275) The. d:lIc IS 1101 

cil.:;lr ILl 1j\1C 11 com 1\0 117. Vaflet~ B ~ (b) isslI cd froll1 lhe lllint Fmh;lbad dale 110t sure (C:u no 276) 
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Anoth~r COlli of :hls I~ pc ,d11Ch Ill:l\ bl!' classl tl l.:d as T~ pc Ox (e) The legends 011 both sld\.,s arc Ihe S:lllle 

as T) pc BX bill on the reH:rse \\!th th\: :.ddlllOn of llIulbhu 11'0 .m/Wnl/II :lner kh:lllad:. AI/i)II II! ilia) 

Allah perpewatl! 1m: ~lIIgdom and IllS I)O\\<: r The nlillt IS not ille.:l lillcd but d:lte IS X(,O IM e . II , COIll No 

T, p!: BK Id) Ilh~rT:lnk:'l 

11le obvcrse IS the same as Type OX :lnd the rc\'erse legend IS (he s:unt as the rC\ersc of T~pc BM bUI 

ol1 l1ttmg ~("ltlfl(/ Alhih dated K51r') IMe. II , com No 120. P 165 In IMC not::l slIlgle COlli I ); Illu strated 

so Ih.; kgcnd cou lullot be ,cnfi lXl No com of tillS t)Ve :lnd sub 1)'1)1,; with the legend glUlIl~p 'I I,\!tim Ildl 

M/I,\'/imin w:lS found III th i! B M coll ection or :lny I)rlva le collect 1011 Most probably there IS a ,\ord IU/I 'h 

as thc t)l>C X(a) or uur SI)CC lmen sho\\s (Cat liD 275 a) Out th l! wotd mi,'/) rel1l:lll1l.-d unnotl ccd 10 (he 

schol:lrs EH:n Uh;ltt:lS:l 11 could nOt 1(;lCC out Ihls word:7 and till; I11l11t IS no( Khazanah. a clear 

hiidl s Ihl!n: 

Trpe; B9; 51" e;r T;l.Ilbil 

The ob\crse IS ~JI1l": :lS T~JX: 8 6. 13 7 and 88 The n,;\icrsC bl,;ars a kgl,;nd slIlubr to the reverse legend of 

T\pl! BX bUI \\llh Ihe b~ncdlc:llion and with the addition of the word Nal/r ~ftcr Muslimlll"": tdJ(III~'II'1 

/.Iliim H-lI'/III/lIflmIIlI/U\lr Prob~tb l )" It \\as an incontpll!lC sCllIencc.: due to the shortage of spacc.: It 11Ia) be 

'Nasm,'ll slam \\al i\'luslulIIlI' or 'N:lSIr'U Allllru'l MUlllllllll' Generall) the fbus of l/\I.~se COul S arc sm:lll 

T, p ... B 10. Slh ... r Tanka 

The ob\'crse bc:lrs a kgclld Similar (0 th l,; obverse legend of COI1l Type 06. But the reverse kgelld IS nath 

g!}OIl! '.'/ /I!tim \w'l/m.\llIm;1 ~(lII("lo Almh. Deputy of the defender of Isbill :md the r..lushms. Ill:l) 

Allah perpl.: (u:lII.: (IllS [..tngdolll). \\, Ith I11UlI Muhanunad:lbad. and dalCd ~5g The WClghl IS 10 63 gr~un:lIld 

d':lTlle(er 23 111111 Tiler\.' :tn.: \,:trlellcs In II1Is I) pc B 1 0 ~t ccordlllg 10 their deSigns of the obversc and 

n,:\'crses 

T\'pc BI O {iI) S,harT;lIlk" 

The COlll1S Ihe same as r~ l>c.: B 10 1111,; ob\crsc legend IS III a mulll fo1] and Ihl,; reverSe legend SCI.:IllS 10 be 

in a I>i:lUl :H'ca l"slIcd from aSl rabad d:lIcd X5X /U 7X gralll and dl:lllleler 23 Illlll Type U1 0 (b). 11le 

obverse h!gend and rC\(ol!lC III :l dccoro.l l\ e circle (\\llh :l cJ us(l,;r of ogcc cuncd I1IOllfs ). I11l11t Dar u'd D:lrb 

~\Ild the dale :<51) T~ p\.~ BI U (c) the obvcrse legend IS III a double multi foil. thl.: reverse IS 111 :'\ decoralive 

circle like \afll,;t~ T~J1e IU (b) It h:\s :\ peculiar mlllt name. which IS \'cr') dlfficldllO read It looks like 

'Shuhur' plur:ll or Sh:lhr On SOllle COlliS with a prrfi :-: Darud Darb Shuhur. II III:.)' bc read as Tipur or SIPur 

: N K. Bhallasall, (·,, /o/n,l!.III' ofC '11111.\' Collt·c/('(I hy Sn.\:I'/(/ A, ... · 1\ I. 7tlljl'mr o/K()w,,!!r /lmISC. /)nccn . IIml pn:"'(flrll:d /v 
lilt' Ooeco "/1/\1'111/1. Dacca 11}';6 (Hcnccfort h. T:ufoor ColiectlOu ), pH. COlli no 11 (, pi IV. 
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or 1.:\'l:n SUllllf tuuld 1\ he Tlpur for Tnpllfl or Sipur for $npur 11\ Dhaka" " nvcr pon of cOlIsldcrablt.: 

transacllons ofclolh mllll: 1ll l.:tlll:\ll age:< Clt.:arl~' engran:d COlliS lila), soh \! this In the future 

TVDC B IJl ldLSlhcr T:l:n~:I 

The ob\crsc ;'l. lld rt;\\':ISC kgends arc same as Tyj)C 010 but Ihe olncrsc dc .. !ilgn IS a brO:ld dccornll\c 

bordered Circle of ;lrabcs<l lleS 111 bcl\\eell 10\\ circles Thc IIlncr circle IS made up of mlllticlisps (foil s) and 

the reverse Ihe S:1IllC as thc ob\crse design but bel\\et;1l 1\\ 0 circles It IS big Ilnllilcd \1I1USUallo M;lhmud's 

coms The dilllleh.:r IS "'; 1 111111 . Weight IS 10"5 gr:lIl1. struck from the n1lnl Khaz..1nah. Ie treasUI) dalt;d 

g5K It IS probabl ~ a NUjl'l.lIIu (presentation) com. 

T'I2CBlOlc) StlH:r T:m1..;'l. 

'Chhatra' or Plr.lSOI I~ pc. the obH:rse bears the legend III a circle of dots. the upper pan of "IHCh contalllS 

a beautiful P:H:lsol ha\ IIIg a decorative fringc of fi\'c loops The reverse legend contallls in a scrolled lnd 

decoratlvc cnde \1 1111 D;mld Dlrb dah.:d >1 5K. but the (dal) leller IS placed reH:rse ly. d'!lmeter 2' mm 

T\pe PIOm SIIn:rTanbil 

Another forlll of the IXlrasol type . The obvcrsc dcplcts on the top an umbrella havlUH no co\erlll£., 

probably:l canop' of SI\ tn:mgular fringes 

The lewrse IS 11\ a decorated Circle mldc b~ J clu ~ter of small sellll-clTcks The 1ll1I1l namc IS probkll1allc 

and lIla ~ bl.: rcad :lS Fathab:ld d:lled !S5KAli 

T\lX: B 19 (i.!) S!I\cr Tim"a 

Both Sides h;\\ c h:g~'l1ds 111 a c!Tcle but the lettenng IS cnlde TIlCn.! is no millt or date 

T~BII Slh,.r Tj1nki.! 

llle ob,cr.;e bl.:als III a 1I111111foil the name of the Suhan like the k:gcnd of Type B6 Ie wllh the Kunyah 

aMi'l III/qat'{//' The re\ ersc legend is the same as thl.! Il:gend of Type B I () III :lr:lyed CIrcle but &l,1fIlladn 

A/fijll at Ihe clld lI;l!> bCI.:II 1 1.: 1l1~ et;d b) n:\S lr 111 Type BII Ther IS no 1111111 !lallll.! un the COlIl dah .. 'tI to g;6AH 

\\clghIIS 10 "" gr.11Il :Iud UI :unclcr IS 2.J nun 

Tvpc Bll (a) Sihel Tanl.::1 

The obverse legend IS III an octagon fonllcd by lIltcrlacmg squares ha' IIlg small cross III each segments 

The rt!\crse IS 11I:l sha llo\\ Illllltifoiled Circle ha\lng:\ reverse cou rse illS Ide lud 1\\0 dOls 111 each Clln'l.! of 

the inn..:r rc\crsc loil IIIlI Dar ud Darb dated g(,2 \VCIg.llI 10':'i gram. dlaJlll;h.~ r 25 111111 

;... Ii Blochm:1II11 'Conlnbullons: JASB.no 1. I K71.pp 2')u·21 I 
I M5 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



I \PC B 11 (bl 51h CI T.II I~ 

Bolh Sldl!!' arc HI a f\:\\..-d cm:1c encircled b\ 3n outer C.!fell.! 'nIL:rc IS no d:llf.: 3ud nlll1t 

1) pc I! (' 51h cr Tilllbn 

Thc ob\crsc ... pbm 3ud Ihc rC\I;rst.: !t.;gf.:nd IS UI a cHcle l Cllermg l!!o Cutl-d 1111111 SI.."CIIIS 10 ~ 

'I uh.:lIn~dJb:ld or ~'Iahmud:l":ld 

Tux 01 2 Slh cr f :mka 

TIlt.: ob\crsc b ... -al., 111\; Icbend III ~\cn clreh.:ls \\l lh III :1 circle ill1d bchH.'Cn I.:., ch p:ur a cn.:sc .... 111 tI\ the 

bordl.!r. en Ihn .. "C cll eh;:;. til ..:: \\(.1rd ,\'/fl!ll" :tnd III fOlIl cIrcles NtTllr ,'illlfll mcludlll,!t tlte central circle. both lin! 

\\ords arc placed :,III,' rn:tleh The rc\crsc bc., rs the legend "llIch IS the SJn1e as the rc\ crsc legend ofT)']}C 

B II -nIt.: n U1l1 SI..'CIIIS 10 Ix- F31h:lbad d;'lll'd K5XAH Wllh same dcslgn also slnlc."- frolll Ihe ccntr.ll nllnt 

Dar u'd Darh d:llcd :11:$0 x,, ~ 

TYpe B l2 (::t) 51hcr Timl.:! 

The ob\ersc deSign IS samc as T)l>e BI 2 But the fe\efSC Icgf.:nd IS III :.1 clfcle It "as strue!.. frolll 

\ 'lahJlludabad or ~ l uh3mlllJdab3bd dated ~j4 . K59 

T \ PSi B 13 Sih er Talll. \l 

The arr.lllgclllcill t" lhe S:UllC as T~pe B1 2 In SC\!"l1 small CII CJcS bUllhc rc\ersc It:~cnd IS \\llIch IS simllnr 

10 the rl!'\l!' r!'c tq;cml ofT\ IX' 0 7 \\llhm a dCCOr.lli\'C hUIII1dtSliliCI bordcf 111e l!llm ;lJld date :Ire Illegible 

T\l)\,': 914 , Sil\cr "1 jllll.:! 

The obH:I:;;e bc;lr\ Ihe ligur\.' of a hon to thi.' nght III :\ clrck and Ihe 1I1.lr~lII:tl legend otllsld..: the clrck 

C01113111$ tin: l1;um: ul Ihe Suit,lIl lS III S6 ot)\CfSI: J C \\l11t the l\ul1~ah Abu 'l ~ ' U Z:1n~, Tit \.' r\.'H.: rsc legend 

IS the 5.1111C a~ ,11\: n.:\c~e kg,cnd ofT)pc 96 Vanllcs e"~1 \\llh tlte hon to the kft and \\I th Ihe rt,:\erse 

lII:lIgm:lI Orl1;'1mcnt:lltOlis TillS t"pc "as ISSUl-d from the nllnts Our ud Darb. alg.1ol1 and Khazall:lh,:tll 

datl-d !WJ 

~Blj Slh cr Tanl.::t 

Tlle ob\t.~rS! legend IS the S.111lC as the ob\Crsc legend to T) pc B4 :md B5 11lc reverse bcnrs on l) a 

bt..,\CdICl tOn ldJc,flmltt Allal", IJmlkoJIII"o .\'111(1111(11111' M:ty Atbh pcrpclllalc Ius kmgdolll and IllS power" 

nus IS Ihe f"st COlli Slruc!.. \\l tholl{ aIl~ religiOUS amllatlon hl.e Kailina. or Khtl jlfal or 'hclpcr of the 

Mu~hl11s or 1:;;1:1111' but oll l ~ the bClh .. 'dicllon Another IIllpOll:tnt Ihlllg IS Ihal thiS IS Ihe firsl COlli stnlck III 

Kh:tltralab:ld daicli X~Xo\ lt Se\cT:l 1 COlliS h:l\-C bl.'Cll foulld " hlch coulinll th;'lt Ihe conqucst of the 

southcm most pMI orlh~ 5l1h;\lIal \\:)5 completed dllflllg the IUlle or Mahllllld Shah 
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Type 0 '1 aud 0 of NaslTUdd lll j"'lo.hmud hah are worth) to bl: menlioned hl:n: Onl: Type B bears till.: 

last datt: uf Ills Hasn X(1 3 but 111111\ IS not found on lite cOin and another om: th~ 111 1111 has been read as 

'A rsah Chalg;uJIl bul h;n 111£ 110 d:uc It mdlcalC$ that o.s 0. 'Ars;lh Chatgaol1 was und~r the Sultal1al . 

Thcrt:rOI'C nOI olll~ Ihl: Cll, of Ikl1gab (Dnkhd OaIlJn h~ah) bil l nlso rhatg:1011 \\ns "'Ithlll ti ll': JUriSdiction 

of M ahllllld's ro..:al"l :\ Clul1l:Sc source :\ Iso corroborates tillS ,., As Mahmud had Sent eIllISsafll:~ to (,hillo. _ 

the port of Chltlo.g(ll1g "a~ ur;:cd :lIld II "o.s under the cont rol of thc Bengal Sultan 

T\'pc 0 16 511\1;r h:lIfT;).nka. 

Both sldcs a rc 11I:l eli cit..: .md tht..: legcnd IS th l: saml: as T~ pe ax 

T\ pc B 17. Sih cr olle ~' Ighth Jnnka (V, til ) 

The ob\'crst..: bco.rs In 0. lettered surface thc legend 11\ two hnes most probo.bl~ "I nWll'aYJIluJ The revel'Se IS 

also It1 ICllen.:d l'urf:\cc eI' '\/I/!(;II Though III the Cal:llogue of SCA <IIoron go.\ e the re:ldl1lg of the ob\crse 

:IS a:m Shah " 

aSlnlddln Mahlilud Sh:lh 1I111100tcd hiS mlllllsmo.llC o.ell\l ll) \\,Ith the slnkmg of thc COlliS or the: K~\lllUa 

(~pe d:lte:d 1'131 I c <I ~ pc H I IS Ihe carllCSI COin as revealed rrom the date and II was Sll'\lck rrom the capllal 

Fmlil::lbad 7'-0 I-\o.l1m:1 1\ ilL' gold COIl1 has been fOllnd nor an~ gold eOIl1 \\lIh 0. clea r dme. e:\Cl.:pt the hon 

t~ pc SO. II IS \ ":f~ ddlic\!lt 10 aSSIgn the car lies! go ld coni I ~ 1)(,; Oll u;r ... ·;lrI ~ '''illS an.: T~ pes H2. 93, and 

B4 In sth er o.nd l \]>e A I III gold Most probJbl~ th l.; coms "llh Ihc "' lI n~ o.h of Ihl.; Sul lan 'Abu'l MUJallld' 

\\en; thc c:ld) l 'IlC!; In Ihc~e cams he pl'Ocbllllcd Sult:III11I1 '1 'Ad II I C 'thc Just Sulto.n' :lIId thc KunY:lh 

'Abul ~l uJahld' lI\{lic:llc!' tin: polllical condlllon or thc Sultanal After are' olt and kl llmg of till; prevIous 

Su ltan Mahlll\ld \\ as pllt on Ihe thrOllc. ~o o.t Ihe one hand he \\as assurmg lhc subJecls Ihrough the COlli 

IllCSS:lge IhM a )u'\t IIltan \\:ts on Ihl.! throne. therdbn.:. 110 bod) sholdd \\or!') a.bout JlI st lC ami on the 

ohtcr hand 'F:llhl.'r ~)f \\:trnor' IIldlcatl.'S that the Suit all IS c:l jl:lble of qucllmg 0. 11 sorts of disorders ' 1111,; 

fe\ erse legend of T\ pes A I, lB . and 134 reveo.l s that Ihl; Suit:aJ\ IS 'strengthencd b~ Ihe suppOrt of thc 

MerCiful and hl' IS \ Icq;en:llt of Allah b) proof and leS tllllOn~' The; rc\ ersc; legend or T~ pc 02 declares 

Ihat the Sull:l11 IS tlK' :-. IICCor nr Islam alld the lush illS 1llcrcforc. :all lhcsc religions IJroci:lIll:1I10nS ~lId IllS 

KlIn~ ah 1Il:l ~ mdlC:l le 0)" 1m. earl ~ ullst:l ble cond ltt on nghl aftcr the assumption or I>o\\ er It IS rc;ponoo III 

IlI s t Ol~ I, Ihm b~ killing N:lsU lite sla\ c. Ihe nobles put Mahmud on the lhroll c ThiS lila) 1101 be IIH; \\hole 

Irtillt "Kh:lhl:'uullah bll hUJJ:lt \\'a l burho.n' indlcatcs some sort of re.1ctlOll o.ga1l1st tht..: prC\10U S ruler 

Jalaluddm's cl:alll! of 'Kh:lll f~Hull:lh ' onl~ As K:lrllll has nghtl~ CSpl:lHlCd III Ius Compus 1; +111e Kaltlll:l IS 

not been IIsl.:d :l$ ~l com legend III the lalcr penod or M~hlllud's COlliS probably lIot lall: f th:Ul K47AH. 

nCl ther Ihe Icgi:lld :l'\ Su ll:lIlIl'1 'Add IS f()und on hiS b ier I)cnod coms rrob::Jb l ~ after overconllng, the c:arl) 

:'I Dilsho Oachlm' .IEIIIIS$:lIl1:S were send 1\\ ICC dunng the I\:: lgn or Millullud Shull 111 1"" 8- 1419 C E).p I X7 
" SCA. P \.1 . COIIIIlO 1(.lt 

11 Ibid. p~.I COin no ;<·n 
' : COrplIS. p SIIII.II11 Alllol pee CUM . P 
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CriSIS and aftcr consolLd;ltlorl of his power hc :lb:lJldoned these legcnds (Kali ma. 'Sult tlLlUl 'Adll','Abul 

MUJahld') In:ilC:ld hI,! Just mtroduccd the pl:lLn 11 :-lIllC NaSLrIL'd dUll) a wad dill Abul Muz:lmlr Mahmud 

Shah as Sullan:ls hi" com's ob\crsc legend and 'Hclpl:r of Islam and the Musli ms' (T) pcs A5. OS and 0 (1 ) 

Or 'succour 01'1 ,,1:1In :ltId Ihe \ '11I5IulIs' for Ihe reverSe legend (COLlI T)pc B;:!, 139) 

BUI Ihe legend ';11· \hm ;l ~ ~ ,ei 1m tll \ Idl 'r Rahm:LI1 Kh:'l hfatulbh bll hUJj:lt \\:'1'1 burhan' h:ls becll III usc :'IS :1 

COul legend throughou t hiS rClgn ThiS III Ie reveals that he had elevated hlillSdf to the magll1ficem pos luon 

of KhalLfatlillah I" proof :1Iu.1 tcslllnollY What kille! of proof he had, h"s ncver bttll IIICIIlIOIII,;d by an) 

scholar or bool.s 01 1\I:"{()n Onl) Karlin lOOK II as " reactlon among the pohllle:11 Circle :lgnmsl 

Jalaluddul'S 3SSwlLptiOll or Ihe title Khalift Allah He conUIlc.nh,:d that "as If thcse coins \\cre ISSUL"d to 

dL'ClaTe that If Ih\., comert Jalal al·dm Muh:lllunad Shah could assume the title KhahfJ.t AI1J.h aslruddlll 

Mahlllud J.nd Rukn 31 dill O:Hbak Shah bClI1g Mus lims b~ birth. were eligible 10 claml a far Slrongl.:r IlIle 

I,C thc) \\cre I\:halll'at Allah bi'l hlljj3t wa' i burh:tn))" 0 COlllempOral) referenct.! IS available to j llligt.! 

these conditions nor c\o,,;n the taler sou rcl:S tll.C RI~az or Flnsht3 eommt.!lltcd on thiS ISSUC SO. "hether he 

dId brmg ;:1I1 ~ r..:o,,;u£n!lIun 1!1\ estl turc or appomtJ1ll.! llI 101'111 the I\:hallfa of bt:LlLl LIl £!>~ 1)1. \\ hlch Ill .. ) :;0,; .... e 

as J. proof or h.:s IIllIOn\ . IS 1101 kno\\n But II 11118hl be aSSIUlll.:d that Jalaluddm !\'Iuhallllllad bccall1e so 

\\cll eSI:tbhshcd as 'Khall l:11 1\lIah' Ihat then: were no olhcr ways but 10 procl:lInl a bolder \II1c on the pan 

of 1\'1J.hmud 

MJ.hllLud also II1troduccd a complctcl) L1e\\ fonnula 'Naib Gha\\su'l Isbm \\31 Mushmm' (Type BI O) for 

IllS coms It tIlean!: ' I)eput~ to the succour of Isl:tm and Ihe ~lusILlll s' In thai case the dllef would mean Ihe 

Prophet himself. \\ 11\ hl' adopted thiS legend is not nLenlloned by any source SO, II IS \cry difficult 10 

e:q>l:trn It propcrl~ :t!:lnLddll1 MahnlUd ret.111ll."d for hiS COIilS the sf) Ie. legend and d(";SlglLS of thc 

prcvlous reign \ Il "allma. as Sultan ai ' AdLi' Bul With an additiOn to Khahl':lt Allah , bll hUJj:lt wa'i 

burh;lI1, and the Tughra ch.t r:lctcrs :lnd the hon mOllf But NaSlnllkhn Mahmuds hOIl and Tughr;\ 

Ch:u3cters 111 COtlll)OflSOn to Jalaluddm' arc less graceful 111 execu tion and :trrangement II SL'CnlS as If 

suddt:.nl y thc cngra\crs of the period of Jal.:tluddin disappeared and a new SCI of pt;.:oph! WCTe apPointed for 

the la!;k LIOII T~I)C'" III [\\0 dlffercnt poses arc :llso found III most orthc caseS hons arc standlllg to Ihl.: 

fight rr~ pc 0 II ) but III :'I t IC:lsl Olle COIil thc lion 15 on (he len ~) '1,c other formulas (N~\slT\J1 Ishun \Val 

Musllll\/Gh<t \\ su" Islam \\,1'1 r"lushllllll) a lso morc or less coplcd from the pre\,lous rClgn of Jal" luddlll 

lILChealc thai after the e""tlllcllOIL of the fami ly of G<tllc.sh there \\:\s no cI:ut1l:U1l for Ihe throne Olher than 

IlLe Musli ms and Ih\.' sallic nobllil ~ r~lISed Marullud 10 the thronc who once served hlaluddm a.nd Ahmad 

Shah Therefore. 11 t1l:t~ l:lITly be assumed that whatc\cr rcactiOIlJ.ry SULVt vt.:d after U\I,! st.:cond assumption 

of pO\\'l'r b~ J:\laluddlLl Ihc\ "cre dea ll \\llh \cry cffcclL\cI ~ b) Jalaluddlll so there "as nO slich clement 

II COlpUS. pp I(,'} ~~ 1 7' CUMC p,17 
\\ SeA. pI.J '}.CQl11 no 1(21 
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I 

present dunng .\<1::I11I11ud'5 rClgn n lcrcforc. COlll lllll lt) III the IIU ITlLsm:IILC tr;\di llOn may he $<.:<:n without 

<l ily particu lar rigid nffihalloll of the fam il y 

OCSldl:S the hon I~PC f\ 1:thlllud Itllroduccd III Ius com .. gc SOllle IIC\\ fonnu1:l . designs and ccl't3m royal 

emblems He lIl[f(xJuccd for the first IUllC 111 thl; Muslim nunllsmatlcs of Denga l the 'Chh:lIr:l' tl mbre!!:l 

dcslgn. sc\ cn Circlet!' h) C0I1I:1111 Ius I1 ;'U11I.: part :lS Su ltan' and 'NaSir Shah. and a lit.:\\, S l~tc for th\'! COlli 

legend Both s ides JO IllII ~ contam till: legend. thl: ob\crsc has the lirsl pa rt. name of thL.: $u l1 :m \\1 Ih the 

KUIl)ah Abu'l I\hlJ:lllld :'Ilid 'hI,; rc\er!>\! COIlt:UIlS lhe benedictIOn, pros~nl~ rur 1m. Sullan:lt. TIlls Type 

B 1-1 bc.1 rs a nc\\ mllll \\l\leh IS \ 1:1} srJ::,l1Iiic:ml and corrobor<lICS lIu; antlc~:tllon of soulh \\cst Bengal to 

Ihl: rcalm of ~'l ahll1uJ 1 he nU1l1 namc IS 'Khall famb:J.d' daled M(' :lnd 84~ And Ihe Kun)'ah Abul MUjohld 

mdlcates Ihal ill Ihe e:lrh pel Iud of M:lhmud's reign Muslim C.' IKlnSIOIl h:ld rc:.ched Ihe soulhcrnmOSI pari 

of Ihe COUIlI/") Ou the 1J;1!'1.) of local tradition II Ill") assumed th:11 Khan Jahan AlL b) deanng of the 

Jungli.'s of the 1II1dc.rb:lIIs laid Lh e. foundntlon of the CII) of Khahf .. tabad and made It IllS hc:.dquarter A 

ho.lr<1 of360 sulmlll slh l:r ooms \\as found 111 1981 frolll Bagerhal town \\ hilc dl£,glllg for rood repairing 

In 1111 5 hoard 1Il0s1 or the COlliS "erc of b.hlllUd and the earllcst daled one \\as from ~39A1·1 11115 rejects 

the notion of th\: lustonalls Ihat Naslruddlll Nusral Sh:th dllnno Ius go\CnlOrshlp III 922 :;truck COlliS for 

the fi rst tune lor the Kh,lllf:\t;lbad 1111111 11m COlli IS a lIe\\ hpc of com of Mahmud Sh:.h III respect of 

legend. mill{ nome and date (1(4(,) He also slnJck COlliS \\Ith Tughra Ch3r:\ctc.r for the rc\else legend ofa 

particular com T\ I}C B1(d) (Cat no 272) 

0114': of the IllOsl Ilulabk COinS of Mahmud IS IllS 'Chhatr.t type' the ro)a l p:lrasol for Ihc. first tllne III 

Bengal On these COlliS ;111 IIl1lbn:lla has tx-cn depIcted 0 11 the upper part and belo" the parasollhc n,\lnc of 

Ihe uila lL IS eng;.\\ ed nle le'verse margin IS decoralt.'1f "I t II a scroll The legends of these coins arc the 

same ;u;T~pt: BItJ 111":11,: .lft: sc\.;ra l \aneUCS of ulIl1Jc.rlla. one IS With a stick In the IIIlddle. ~mothct hns 

onl~ the top CO\ erl11g ha \ Illg s\:\en triangles 1llcse COIllS arc SI mek from F:uh:lbad dated ~5X ' nil.; I11l1lt IS 

nOI ccrt:11Il ;Uld d:ued ~'q ~lim Danld d:ub d3ICd X;X 111e deSign and d:ltes lI1(licate that 1/1 the i:tsl part 01 

1\15 reign Mahmud nlled 11\ a pC:lccful and prosperous count~ 

K:lrIm mentioned ol1l~ thrt.~c 11 111)!S of NaslTl.lddin Mahmud III IllS Corpus. 1\'lahmudabad dated K58 :1lld 

862. Fath:lbad dntc Ilot '; tl l\: ,lIld Khaz.:ln:lh 1\ But:'1 present from the nc\\ discoveries of COinS at least rune 

11\:\\ 1I111llS and \,llIom. lIe\\ d,ll -.:5 11:1\e bt.'-'n :lScertamcd. th ..:~ are as (0110\\$ Dakhd 6:\l1jall';11I dated M 2 

·11115 1111111 \\a$ first ~t:lncd b\ Jalaluddtll and was conlUllled b) Ius son Ahmad and 31so b~ "\'I ~lhmud ThiS 

nunt produced COlli T~ I}C 8 3. and It slgmfics IIH': prospenty of lIla nlllllC lradl.! Thai a nc\\ nmn 

l1ecessltated theft: III Illl' port Clly 10 Slippl) currency Another nc\\ mUll Kh:)1i(at;1,bad d~led M(i Then al 

Flnlz.lbad d3tOO It~~ . though II m;!), bl.! o.ssumed th;!t there must have bl'Cll :l 111101 In the capital H3\'lOg 

the name of Flruzab:ld com IS dlsco\ered for the first tunc and a com of Ihls t) p\: IS found III Ihe Bagcrhnl 
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hoard (C<l1.no 25X) Also 3 couple of corns were found beartng the mint Ilallle Muau..'\mabad but the date 

not clear Muhamadabad dated 857, S5g Arsah Salg:10l1 , another I11l1lt came to tight. coins of this mini is 

dated g56. K5K N:l.SIr:lbad :l ne\\ mlllt after the n:mlC of the Sultan beanng the date H5H. probably old place 

has bccn rcn;lIl1cd afh: r hllll , mOst IHobab]) till': ca illta] I\Jlolher IlC\\ nallle \\ hreh IS difficult to deci pher 

\\hlch ma) be read as 'Shuhur'. plural of 'ShaIn' CII) . bUI It may be read as Siplir of Sitpur, Sipur for 

Srrpur. a m er pOri ;lIld g:IIlJJ III Dhaka, oncc was famous Cor Muslin and other busllless Bul II cannol be 

'Sabia hara' as n:;ld b~ ~ollle scholarsJ6. SOl1lctltllCS Ihls name occurs on thc coin prefixed \\ Ith Danldd 

Darb Indl \ Idu;11 Darub Darb also bcen found on Ihe COUlS of NaslnJddin Mahmud He a.s leasl IIIlroduccd 

three lIe \\ 11111115 , D:lt..hrlUanJ:lh)ah, Khallfatabad ;'tlld the problematiC one Sipur or Shuhur 

These rllllllS of t""ahlllllu sho\\ that all of Bengal was under hlscontrol frolll North to South up 10 1111'; 

Sundarb:lI1 and on Ihl! c3s1 uplO Ch:ltgaon The minI Dakh rl 13 ~1I1Ja hyah \\ :15 Just opposite to Chatgaoll CII) 

011 Ihe other hand c()II )o lckrablc Iltllnber of coins of luhmud W1IhOlil an) mill! name and dale have bccn 

dl scO\clr.:d Mall' of Ius SII\ cr cams rn.-ar no nunl or dale, thl.'re IS no prO\ ISIOIl of plaCing Ihe I11l11t namc 

or datc on thr.: COlli I: r~ reccntl~ one hoard, \\'ltlt such COUlS numbenng abou t 170. has ber.:n found 111 

Chrnagollg 

The last d:ur.: of al>lrudd lll M:thmud'scorns ilia) be fixed III K63AI I HIs IIIscn ptlon or Pandua, Mald3h 

also dat (..'(j 2lHh Zu l HIJJ:thH63AH. lllercforc, 11 IS apparcl1\ Ihal he nded II plO the clld of the ~e3r ~63, and 

prob3bl~ du ... d III the ear l ~ p:ut of the nexl ycar i.cJ~64AH , 

The 1I!!,t Sul tall , 1111: son and successor of (\<bhmud, Ruknuddlll B:ubak IIIscrr bcd a Slone Inscnptlon daled 

lSI JIIUlada I. X6~ \\ Ilh Ih .. , filII re.gal title (lj Su/rein /t'l 'adll UII /mlld dlll/yll 11 ('" dii, ahli'l/l1l'i{/O(IY &irbak 

:slIT/if dm M lI{III1I7d ."ii/nlt Srd!(1 /1 r It revcals thaI !\aslnlddm Mahlllud's dC.1th occurcd between 

r.,·luh:uramXfl.J/OclObcl' 1.J:'i9 10 Jurnaci.1 I ~64123rd Fcbru;u)' 1460. So, Mnhmud ruled for 27 )C3 rS, \\hleh 

IS COIISI51:\lIt \\ 1111 tlK ':lIlolhcr account' of RI)~~ 

1\ Corpus. P X4. ,HId Tilblc II 
)I, SeA. p 54, COlli no X 12 ,-

Sh:lI11suddlll Ahmed. In~ npII01\S of Bengal. ' 01 1 V. R:ushahl V<ltcndr.l Rcsclrch Museulli. 1960 (hcnccfonh lB. 
IV.ll)P 70·7 1 
I. Ri~al, p 1211 
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2. Ruklluddin Harbak S hah 864 - 87911459 - 1474 

After the death of Naslr"uddm M:lhmud Shah his son and successor Ruknuddl1l Barbak ascl;lIded lll l; 

Ihrone 111 !\(,4J14"lJ He ruled UPIO ~7 l)1 1474 HIs fmher 's last ItIscnpUOII IS d~ltcd 2!i: Zu ' ] HIJJah. 8631211 

OCI 1451)\", so Ih:11 Malll11UlrS death could n.:a.sollably be li sed III K64A Il ll1 \\l1 lch year hi s SOil sucet:cded 

hlln Prior to that Barbah sl:"" l:d as a go\cntor ofllt l: Salgaon region as n crown prlnec~J. as IIIdlcatcd b) 

thl: Trtbcl1I IIISCnptlOIl of lkl.rbak Sh:::ah In thiS insenpllon Barbak Sh:lh was dcsIgJlmed :lS A.ff/l lk al-'(idll 

al.IJ{lZIlal Krill/II Iltirlwk ,~1,(/ll hll1 M(I~1/1l1icl ,'i!.ltih (/,l' Sulf6n :lLId onl), Barbak Shah, ollly Ills falltl:r IS given 

the wlc 'as Sultan But ILl other LIlSCrllJtlons of Barb~ datmg from 864 he uscd thl: full rcgaltltll: \\ IIh (IS 

.'ill/fanll'l 'add Ullkl1l1 d chmyi; lI'l/ 'c/ chil (lhU', Inlqajfar Bcirh(lk .'iilall It IS to be noted here that e"en Ihe 

Tribclll illScnptlOI1 docs not bear his regnal tille Ruknuddl11~ 1 But III four COIllS of Barbak Shah daled 862. 

he used the full regal nJme Ullknllddm ab(j'1 rmqaffar Hlirhak Sbllh WIth the title '<'IS ull:m ' On the 

reverse of these ~:lId COIllS he u~l:d the fonnu Ia al Mllw(lJ~\lid ha Iti),'" or R((~II"im K.ba{i(aflz/Mh hi '1 J:lIIJJ(lf 

1\'11 'I hl/rltal/ . \\hlch IS the full regnal nJme As there 1$ no n,:po n: of r.:volt ;Igailist hi s fathe r and as he 

succeeded his falher so It lIlay be concluded that Barbak was allowed to stnke coms in Ills own name 

during IllS fatILl,:r 's hfctllnc~! . Probably Malunud Shah initiated the practicl: of nominating ;1 crown prince 

to avoid the proble1l1 of succl!Ssion who was pcmuth:d to issue coins in his own nome. 

Barbak Shah Issued COlliS 111 three ml:t:tis, gold, Silver and copper Gold coins arl: sc.,rce On the contral') 

many Sih er COinS fmlll \ J rtOtlS 1I1lT\tS IT\cludlng Dar u'd dJrb (thl: IIlLllt) and Kh3.7.;tnah {the trt .. -asury}. have 

becn n:porll:d All the coms \\ en.' sll'llek 1'0110\\ IIIg the tola wClght st:tndard 10 fraellonJI COIllS of Barb.,k 

ShJh III $1 1\cr ha\e [)\;ICIl reported but on I) a sing!\.: eOI)pr COIU IS kl1o \\11 COlli type!' of B:trb~lh Shah an.::t. .. 

follo\\s 

Go ld Coins 

Only two gold COIllS of BarbJk Sh:t.h hJ\'e been published in ONS 110 14g b~ Smn Goron In 1'J1}6 

T\peAI GoldTanl..:l 

The. obvcrsc bears III :l clrck the Kalillla Iii "(lha ;/Iii Allahll MII~ammadllr RtI.\'I71 Allah. Dar II d ~'(/rh 87 J 

The Muslim prOfe.SSIOI1 or fai th . ' there IS no God but Allah Mulmtnlllad I-IIS mcssenger struck 11\ (he. nUll! 

n'l873' M:trglll ulHe:ld. p rob:lbl ~ the names of the first four Kharifa 

19 JAS8, ( IK71J, PI> 21 1·272.IB, IV pp, 60-62 
,I" HMO. I A, p I(iM 
~I lB. IV. P (IK·(i1J 

I: Corpus. p.',th . Abdul K:III111." A Ul1Iquc COlli or SUI!:Jll Rukll\lddlll Barb:lk Shah or OCIIg<lI". JA SP. IV. 1 'J5'J 
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The reverse bc::.rs the legend also In a clfcle. in Arabic. ",arh a,\' !ill/!aml '/ a'dal/al a '::;om lliir"«k Sball 
s"l.,alllhn MO!/III/it! ,'i!Jeih SlIl,all @(III(Il/a AI/aI/II Mil /kIm/ill lI'a !QlIlii{afllhll 

(COl no 300) 

Tvl2C A2: Gold T:ll1k:1 

Margi n Indisllncf' l 

TIu.; ob\ crsc bears Ih ~' h:gend 111 a carcle divided by 1\\0 hOflzoutal 11lli:S 11110 three segments TIle fi, st 

segment conl'11IlS hi ,!aha ,/Iii Alia/ill. the second seglll\;1lt MII~mmmadllr J((I\,nl AIf{i1/ nnd the tlurd one 

conlallls (/\ Su/!iill The l1largm out SLde the CIrcle is unread and the knerlng IS IIIdlstlllC! 

TllC fc\erse be;lrs till; kgend \\ Ith tht,; same arr.lngcmcllt as the obverse Thl! first scgment conlnins a/­

a'!am, second s~'gm~1lI JJc7rha/: ,'iJJnh Sul!e/II Ihn and thud sc-gl ncnt conl;UIlS M(I~mli" Sbah Sulfa" I c 'The 

grcat Barua" Sh;LiI Sull(1I1 SOli of ~'I alu llud Shah Su ltan Tht,; marglll IS IIIdlStlllCI (Cal no 30 I) 

It LS to be nOh.:d tll.1! the SI lver version of thiS type, T)l)C BS cont;lIns III the second segment after I<asfil 

Alkill Ihe word ':IS Sul tan ' \\11111; the thLrd segment of the sil ver contaills the word 'al 'A lim al-'Adi!, whIch 

IS compklct) ;,bscnt III till; ~old tank:! Llke\\1se the re\'crse 1cgcnd s!:trts III the first segment III si lver wnh 

the \\ord 01 a zum "I mu a:~(7m \,Iule III gold COIll , al.mll -oz.~m IS mlsslIlg'" llle T) pc A2 com IS 11\ the 

AI Sayycd collecuoil Th\! \\clg.ht and measurement of the coin IS unav:l ilable, as ' tan Goron has reported 

No denonmlatlollal gold com of Barbak Shah has been found 

ilver coins 

On thc baSIS of legends tht,; slh'cr COm I~ pC's au.;. elC\'CIl III l1lunber Thl;re arc no fr:lC IIOlial COIllS of the 

Suh:m 

IYd.L Sll\cr Tank:l 

The obverse bt,;ars the " alnna III a circle III three hiles, The fOLLrth line contams the mint name Dar II 'd 

!/arh I c, the !lOlL S"; of stnklllg (of the COIll) and the date III nUlller:tl s, 8M, 

TIle reverse b':JfS Ihe 11:1111': oflhe Sultan along \\llh the parent:lge 111 Ar.tblc III fi ve hnes ' as SIlI(iin' lhn u~ 

S/lI!(in 1</11(// It'd·d/my,; W(I d "," ahit 'l 1n/IJ;;hlCl Bc/mba" .'i!liih U,\' SIt/!lin Ihn Ma~lIm7d Sbfih 11,1 SlIllon:,The 

Sultan. son of the Sultan, 1)llIar of the world and re ligion, fat her orlhc warnor O:lrbak Shah Ihe tlilan son 

of Mahmud Shah the $1111:111 ' 

~l ONS I~K , 1',11)(,. P 211 COlli No I ~ 

~ ~ ON.";, 1.18. p 211. coin No 15 
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"~ I)C BI COinS h;l.\c Ihe Circle III thc ob\crsc 'Otc rt\ersc IS 111 general. IS III J.lcnclcd surface 1110ugh Ule 

legends 3n: Ihe S.ll1lC. dlITen:l1llcnelings ha\~ been found and frorn the 1I1Ints of D:.r u 'd darb ' (Cal no 

JIl2). KhJ.ZJnah \ luh;uullmdabad and 'ArSJ,h S~IIg301l Issues of all four 11111115 of T} I)C B I CUIllS arc dah.:d 

'64 

T\J>e B2 Silver Tjlnba 

llle obverse bc:.rs 111 J. ra~" .. d Circle ule Kahma III Ilm .. "C hnes like lhc above COlli T}l>C Bl but \'Ithout mlilt 

namc. the dJ.tc IS I'h7 111 IHllllcrals 

111e rcverse IS III a leth:n:d SlIrt;lce The legend IS S;I Il1C as T},pl.! BI but III plnce of (lMtllllly(ihul of T}pe 

BI III Type 13 2 I ~ Uhri1l ll11iClflw, ' Fntlll.:r of the VictOry' 1111! ca lligraph} of tillS COlli ' $ comp:u;,ulvcly 

dcgal1l 11lcrc,s Olle COIil of tl1l5 type III the T;ufoor collectlon"'\ (Cat no 303) 

T\DC B3. Slh)rT~tnJ..a 

The ob\ers .... bears Ilk.: kgcnd, the t\.ahma 1Il;l dccorame tuck IIIlhrl,,"I: 1101.':$ hl..c T~p!: BI und 112 and the 

fou nh hm: conlJ.lIl!- the IIlIilI name and date Dar" -J cjarh 86 7_ lllC border omamcntall()11 has bL..'C1l 

dc.scfltx:d b~ Bh:masJh n (oUcttlon 133) and follo\\lng hlln Karim In the Corpus has described II JS a 

raved e,rcle But there ,s a sh.lrp dlffcrt."Occ between these mo ra}s "~pc 82 Ob\CfSC and T~pc B3 

ob\erse In T\I}C Ul the m\s arc trmgtllnr and In t~pc 63 the~ arc nJ.lllbouyal\t ~ The rc\crsc has an 

ornamental bord1.' r compoSl.-d of double SCIllI Cl rculnr nSlrIg sun motIf oulslde a cIrcle. the Icgend U14/m u 'd 

dllllyi; 11'0 ad ,lti, oM '/ IIIII;o((nr 8lirhllk ShOll rI.\' .\'111[(1;1 Ibn Ma!""rul .'ilJflII as Sll/!~I There IS on l) 

Su ltan 's n:mlL' \\lthoul :tll\ 1I11tml tltic prefi. ... cd to IllS n.:.gal title Rukn u'd dlll'" (Cal no 304) 

1\ pc 64 S,herT:IIlJ..jl 

The ob\C.:.rse has a decor.ltl\C bordered carel!,; the Kaluna III Ihrec IlIles "lid Ih..: founh IIIII.! hJS th l.! mull 

name and dale, \\hlch 1001..5 hl..e lIrha ' but prob.lbl~ IS .l cormpl or /.xlr /I 'd ~/(frh 

The n:\ersc bears Ihc icgcnd Ill:' Clrch: bordered \\llh decorallOlls. ~)r"h th Sul!c;m, '/ II tluf 01 a ·z.(Im 

H(irhak :ibilh ,\"/!Cln ,hI! MCI!lmfid ,'ibclh SII/!iin IdlPIJocla Allcl/l11 mlllktlh" KlI SIII[(inoh" (').' tnke of thc 

Sultan, \\ho IS JU s!. Ihe grcal O"rbak hall Sultan son of Mahillud Sh.lh Sult"l1 nm} Allah perpetuate hiS 

I..mgdam and po\\cr' 

1111.: last \\ord III the !:lSI Ime has becn 1'"C.1d :ts ./wIfI(lI(lhad 111 OMC41i In IMC the rcadmg of com no 146 

IS tQ,af/fnl Alltlll K!JII:(l/wh (Jut Ihl! photo~raph or Ihe com sho\\s that the rcndlllg or ' Khall fat Allah ' 15 

.. ('orJ)II .• , p ')3 . T~ pc N ·'nl'{twr ( '/JIll'CIIO" p. 25 No. l1u 
III Corpus. p \ln~pc r Talfoor Collecl,on, p 26, No I" 
" .'\C·' , No K51. PI 
• 8,\1(, P 17 COin \10 'lU 
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I 

fault )' AdnllttJl1g the dcgcncr:ul,.-d ::lIld crude wnllngs of the period of B~ubak. If \\(: read It acceptmg lhe 

. Alir of Allah before Ihe ' 0:.'11 of Kh:1llada ' then the re.ldmg seems 10 be more correct nIl." rcadlllg of the 

ob\CJ"sc aRcr the K:lIIII1:1 111 IMe should be 'KhazJl1ah' ((':11 no 305) 

l\oc Q~ Slh.l.:L T:Ulka 

The ob\c rsc be.lrs Ih..: " :l1uI13 III :1 dl..'CorJII \c eire!.: 111 1\\0 hnt.:s and i.!3ch Ime IS undcrluu,:d b) mo 

hOrizontal hnes 1111 0 three c.h:l.Inbcf$, thl" Ins! one of \\llIeh 00111:1111501 '(illm (II 'Otll/, The lcamcd and the 

JUSt ' 

111C rl;vcrsc arrangement IS the same 3S the obve rse and thl.! legend com3111S III the first chamlx::r 01 a 'f(lm 

,,/11/11 {/ :::(1111 The suprctllc the gn.:.1t" '1111." second chamber &irh"k :ibnh u\ .\lIlftln Ihn. thL' lIurd chamber 

Ml1!lIl1fid Sl;lih {/\ .\II/!(;II I C Ihl.! 1carm:d and the Just Oarbak Shah Sultan son of Mahmud Shah thc 

Sultan' 

In gCl1crnl tillS h pc bc.,n; no mml name or dale. but a com ,lhlSlratcd III SeA no 852 has th t.: '111111 l1a1n!.! of 

Barabakabad bulliO d'lIc llu~ h'PC IS also :wallnbk III \ 31100S Sizes AI k':lSt Ilm .. -c s ize can be noticed and 

sc\t;ral Sh it: of \\flllI1£$ from crude to fine and plain dcslgJl to decor.lIlvc Circles but each t}pt.: bears the 

hOrizontal 1\\0 hnr:s dl\ Idll1g Ihe legend mto Ihree chambers 

T\3 B6 S,h"rT::Illk;l (Ju~hrn) 

l1le ub,,:rse bears the n:unL' of the Sultan 111 Tughr:l Ch:U'lC1CrS NI/Jo" /1 'd dllll,! (; ~w 't! cili, "h/l I mllltilllt! 

Hiirh(lt ,'i/JiJh 1/\ Sill/till ' Pllla.r of th..: \\orld alld religion father of the \\:trrtor B:lrb:lk Shah the Sult:tll 

The reH:rse lx'JIS thl! h.:gcnd In:.t CHell! (H SlIlfiin hili ft.1 SIII!{1n, 'Sultan son of the Sultan' <Iud the 111 1111 

name Oar II "~/tI"h lh~' llalc ill nUI11I!r.lIs IS XM OlargUlal Icg\!lId alound the Circle, nOI ah\<1\$ dlstlllCI but 

seelllS to be 1s11nlltlda Alltllw mll/AaJlII 11(1 SIII!{1II011J1 140 n"lii omrlilm wa :dlC1nllhu, ' Ma~ AlI;lh perpetuatc 

hIS pD\\cr and kingdom and 1113) hiS orders and prestige be upholdcd ' This type IS also struck from the 

I11l11ts KJllIzwwll and Antill ('hUII({/UII or &:irhu1cJJhc'Jd r'J \\'lIh the same date, ISM 

Type 9 7 Slhq Tanl..a ITul1hm) 

"lC obverse bears tht.: s.,mc legend as Type 66 11\ Tughrn In a clrclc 1111: f'C\OCf'SC bCJrs In a Circle f..hal4~'" 

Mam wo '/ M/I~ltmi", NU.I'lrcihild 864 'S helter of Islam .and lhe Musluns. NJSlruabad mml and d;lte 864 ' 

The marginal legend OIlI ~ ld.:. \\ uhln anDlha Circle. same. as the abo\c cOin's legend Ie Jil!olfada AI/o/tlt 

mltlkohl! 11'(1 SIf/~tI'1II/11/ 1\ a uhlli amruhu II a 'f.!.IOllllhll 
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T, Pc.: Btl.. Siher T;II1 ~a ([ughq ) 

' n it.! ob"c rsc IS sal11\! :IS the' obH!rse of tyP\! B6 and B7 III Tug.hra character 11le rc\ersc bc.1rs the legend 

10 a circle (II I1l11lltllytd h(1 liiJ~'/{h 'r U(l~tm;;" Idwlt/ol Alleill hi 'I !lIIl/llf lilt 1 hurhiin. Klw:ul/oh, date 

l!lcg,lblc.M 

T \ llC BI) , Slhcr T:tI1I....!l1.TlIghral 

11lc ob\ersc bears the legend. thc name of the Sultan III Tug.hra cha ractc •. )lalll\! as Ihe ob\..:rsc of 1\ pc 

B~ The Kun~ ah IS: "hii "l1II1I;a/lar. ' father of Victory ' IIlstC<ld of lIhli7 ' mIlJjill,,/ of the T) pc BX 

The n!\ ersC ICl)cnd IS Ihc samc ns the reverse oflhe Type B ~ In a Circle, bU I 1111': mllll IS 'Dnr lI 'd darb' nnd 

the date M 5 T\\ o such COIJlS arc Illustrated and described by Bhallasali III the Taifoor collcctiono,n 

Ohallasah fC:\d II as Kh:t1.:UI :1h !'\6X. but \\ nh the rcdund:mt bctore Khazan:lh \\ llIdl 11\ f~lc t IS thl.! '0 '3' of 

IXlr :'Ind the 1lI1I! ' I ' "!llh:n as ul IIlsh:ad o r AIb The second COIll 'S m lilt IS a lso n:ad b~ Bhatla.sah as 

Klw;wlCIh \\ llIeh I" I1IO"t probabl~ 3Slrabad The date IS Ihe sallie KC,5 lllcft: IS one COm In I-IHR 

colt\..'Cllon be;lrlllg Ihe tlllill n~unc of 1\·luzaff3i.lbad. the d:lte IS Illegible \1 

T\lX 8 10 Slh!:r_Tanka ( rughra l 

The ob\ erse IS 11'11: 5:11111: as the aoo\ c COIll T~ pc B\I III T ughra cha raclt.:r 'nil.: fe\ crsc legt.'tld IS Ihe So.1 nlC as 

Ihc re\crse of Ihe T\pt: ox and 8 9 but \\l lh an addition :Jncr 11 '(1 " hllrhlin ' I/{j~mt 'I /)Ialn It(! " mu~·ltmill, 

·h(:lpcr of Is lam and Muslims· Onl) One COlli of tillS I) IX: IS knO\\ 11 In I-II-IR Collect ion and pubhshed b) 

~ f Bhallnsnh · He n..'ad Ihc mill! 3S Khaz.'l.nah but that IS Illeglblc 011 the COIl1 ;'ind the IIIl1I X 0 Ihe dale IS 

vIsible 

"n lC ob\crse be.us the mull\.: of the Sultan 11\ a double Ci rcle, \\ Ith orn;l IllClIls or \\rli ing III bc!\\ccll The 

legend conlall1$ lhe n:1I1lC oflhe Su ltan \\'Ilh the Kun~ah aMi1 mll~(tff(/r sallll: as the ,e\ersc legend ofTn>c 

83. 

111c rcvcrSt.: be;'!!S the legend III an omamellted clrclc 01 mIlIW)'Y,d ha l(i)1(1/ 'r U(l~m{'" ltlJafifal Alliih bl'l 

!11I/lCIf 11(/ "/ h/lr/tiill tr\'nglhcnd\.."<! b~ the support of Ihe \lerclliA vicegerent of AII;'!h b~ proof ::md 

I cs lllnon~ ' alld the 1ll1l11nanll' Khazanah, <hIe IS M7" 

I~ S( >1 110 X ~[) 

\(' ' rllfilw ~fllI('1 /111/1 I)p l '·1 -' . COli! 110 120 & 121. pI. I V 

'I "lin cu/leL/mll. P 22 . COItlIlO 11 6. pi 11 
'! Ibid. P 22.00111110 Il l . pi II 
\, .~llppJ ,hlfhmg (';11.llogue PI' I·U-U. COUI 110 21 11 1. 
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I 
Tvpc 911 (a) SdvcrTanka 

11,e OI.l\,\.: fS\O IS 1Il :l CIfI.:k: \\ !th ;u:lbl.:squc design :around in th.: mnrgm The rC\l:rsc IS 1Il:t p1:l1n or kllcn.:d 

su rfnce Thl! li.:gcnds of !.Iulh ubv(.;rsc alld rl.;\t.; rsc :Hc S;l IllC as COlli Type B 11. 1111111 and date arc 011 the 

rc\ crSc 

Tvpc BII (b) Slhcr Tan~il 

TIle obverse and t\:\crsc legends ;lfC same 3S COlli B 11 but both the obverse and reverse ::arc III :a rayed 

clrck: \\ ilh nalll!! of thc nUll! alld date on Ihe reverSe. IMe has one com of this type dlltl.:d 867 but no 
u mmt 

T)I)( 811 ftl Slhcr f:lI1k:i 

n,e legends arc same as Type B 11 n 'e obverse legend IS lIi:l clfcle wi lh a th ick ornamental border WIth 

disks of the sun made of \\\0 concentnc rayed arcs The reverse has legend 111 a rayed circle. mllll name 

:lI1d d;nc BhJtI:l1i;\ 11 (kscnb~:l COlli of this tr pe with thc 11111l! Muz.:.ltTarab"d. dated X67\\ 

COllper coin 

Only one coppcr COul of l3arbak Shah IS known'>O, H N Wnght raised the doubt about lIS authenticity. as 

small curren~ conSisted of'co\\rlc' shells 

T "pe C I Copper Com 

The obverse bl.;~lfS (he kgl.;nd 111 a plum surface, III Ar.lbIC, 111 four hnes Clhfi" mUjtihu/ Hiirhflk Sbllh 

SlIlrl;n Ibn MO!lIl1iIC/ Shah. the name of the Sultan \\ Ith onl y the Kun)'ah, oM ., mUjti/lld. 

Thc re\crs.: Ol.::lr:o (he h.:~c:nd III a plal1l ar':3. m h\O hnes of AI'ablc It/klflful Alluh htl Illy/al .. cd hltrhllll, 

' Vlcegerent of' Allah b~ the proof and h . .'StllnOtl) ' Th..:re IS no I11l1lt n;um,; or dah; The \\elght of thc com IS 

74 gram ::lIld IllC:lsurclllenl IS 0 7 II1ch 

On I) 1\\0 gold COlliS of B:lrb:lk Sll:lh havc come 10 liglu . one dated ~73. Type A I whose legend 

corn:sponds to the ~ .. I\cr Typc 135 1111! second, h:wlI1g no dall! :lnd mini n:UllC corresponds to the sll vcr 

T~ pc 84 Prob:lbl~ rcgukl r gold co,ns \\cre 111 circulatIOn but 11I11It..:d 11\ number Large·sc.'tle busmcss 

trn nsactlons \\cre ]ll,;rfonm:d b) Silver tnnkas 111 general. Knwn shells were used 11\ SIlKIII tr.llIsactions of 

day-to-da) consumpllons So. 111 I)renscncc of :lbuudant Slh cr COUlS gold coms were 1\0t popular for 

transactions prob:tbl~ dul,; to lugh buying power of gold o, lhls mn) be conS idered to be an IIld lcator of 

\, /,11('. I) 1M, COlli 110 I .... 

u 1'oifiwr Col/rell"". p 2(,. COlli no 1 H. b ill pi 110 I II 
\t> Suppl IMC II. P (,2110 15-' .,Iso preface pili 
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cheal) C0It111l0(hll~S of the penod I' robabl~ th~ gold COnlS \\\; ( C nOt COllum;l11orallve There IS no 

IIldlcatlon In hl s lo~ or Oil Ihe COIllS why he Issued gold lanka artcr a dc~de Therefore, II can be 

presumed to bI: regubr cll rrency :md the \\'elght standard one tob is 111 fa"our of our :tssumpllon 

Barb;)k 's earliest cOi ns :III !:Iher. aTe datl.!d X62 \dlile he \\as a crown prlllee durlllg his f.1ther's relgll 

These COLliS. I' till I III nU,lIbl.;r"'. b~ar rh l.! full n.:g:lllHle Rukll u'd dllllya \\:\ 'd dill Abu' l MUCl fraT Barbak 

Shah corrcspondlllg to T\I~hra T~pe. 13~ of our claSslfic;ltlon So, he proclallucd Abu'l MlIl~1ffa r:ls hiS 

KUl1)uh 111 these eomS UtI! :Iller IllS :lSC":IlSIOIi to thc throne he Isslled COlli of Type B I simuitancous ly 

frolll tin: IlU IlIS of ' .'\ rsnh 5:1tgaol1, · fI.·llI h:ulIInadabad ' and frorn Dar u'd darb ' and ' Khaz..1n:lh', all dated 

!S64 lkslde.s Ihesl.! ht: :llso simek K:lhma type (9 I) CaUlS \\ lth Tughra ch:tractcr dUfUlg IllS t.:.1r1y rClgn 

from the mlllts lqlllll 1\I I1 ' :t 1.Z;ll1l:lbad (no daM. and aSIf3bad. d'-lied M67 Dar u' d darb dat l.!d Kfl,('/) (COlli 

T~ pe eX), from Ar:;ah Chalgaon (Dt 864), Dar u'd darb and Kha;:'1 nah dated XM . (COIl1 T~pe B9), .md 

also from Naslr.\b:ld dated Xtl-' (COlli Type 87) It IS to be: noled here that he rctained the Kai lina for hiS 

COlli fonuuln as lw; f.,ther and gmndfnlher did Th iS was n:lIltroduC(.'d III Suham Comage In Jalnluddl1l 

Mllhamm:ld 

Both the ~un~all Abul luJahld and Abul Muroffar have becn used in hiS cams. III the types 06, 81 and 

8 9 Barbak used the t\un~ah Abul MUJnllld and In B~ Abul Muzaffar 

Barbak Shah IIl troduced some nc" fonnu las and s l ~h.:s for IllS 5 11\'CI ISS ues 11\ 11 \1,; rc\crse Qf Typc B4 hI.! 

used the \\ord darb. Illl:alling st ruck I c the COIn IS a slr lkllIg of Sultan B:u b~lJ... at the \1:1') beglllli ing of the 

legend. 11l1s 1I1111!<itI:l1 "ord IS IISt.'d onl~ b~ hun In Type B4 Oarbak used n title " ll1 ch IS nlso unusual. (1/ 

SII/I0I1II ./ if cle" We h:l\ e alread~ nOllccd as Sultanul 'Adll 111 Ihe eoms of hiS father and also lt1 the COUlS 

of ll ~ :ts Shah I nlkrs Hilt hl.! re for the first Iline III lkngal llulllismal ics hc uSl:d the \\old A dlll J ..)S \ a 

sU I>crlall\ e of 'Atlil [h till .. he con~mlcrl:d hnnsdf a$ Ihe best Judge For thc com T~ pc BS Barba!.. 

Hltroduced a nl.!\\ lonmda "01 Ihe obn:rsc, after thl: Kahm.:l, 'as Sult:ln III 'Al lin' and ' .J\dll ', (thl: IcaOled 

and the JU!lt) For Ihl: rl:\ erse kgcnd ' al A ' Z:UlI al Mu 'azz:ull ' I e. thl: suprcme and the gre.1t If we connecl 

thl: rc\erse \\ 1111 the ob\ I.! I'Se. kgends. Illc reading is CI\ SIIII(II1 pI 'Alim (II 'AtM (II A ';om (II Mil 'oz¥'m, 'I ht: 

Ic:t nll.!d and JU~t. Ihe SUpf1:1\l1: ;'Ind the great Su ltJ n Barbak Shalf TIllS t~ pe of formula was used 111 Benga l 

Sullalll COIll:lg\.' for the lin;t 1111I1.! and nc\er rcpe311.:d b, subs(,;(Jucnt Sultans III the OeOlal:l IIlscnptlon of 

B:lrbak hI.! cl:lIIlH:d hllll:;dfas ·al Fadd;'ll K;u\III' , auout \\[lIch Ahl11l:d Ibs:1II Dam cOt11lllelll l.!d that. "The 

usc of tJ1C phrasc. :11 Fadd ;lIld al KaJl1ll. slgmfics high academiC 3t1:unlllents ~ , ,, MuJ. .. h3padhyay also 

admitted Barbak as a ~rcat scholar and pl':liscd his p:ttromzalion "of the scholars without barnng any cast 

and crcl:d"" " Therd o rc II al>pcnra that Harbak's clanll of lcaTlllllg and justice. IS Justified bl.;causl.! he \\as il 

grt.~l scholar' and :l Ju:sl Sultan Though he \\as a scholar and pal ron of p<>Cts :lIld scholars. the COIlt legend 

.' JA."I' Vol IV 11'.15'.1), PI' 16'.1-1 7(}, discuJ>scd by Karim ; Also III Tnljimr co/lf!crwlI. PP 21-14. COlli nos 120, 122 
~~ 0:1111 , Blbllgornp h,\ oflhc Mush llllllsc nptlollsorBellg:11. AppendiX to the JAsr VoUI. (1 '.15'.1), P 21 
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';II-A ' lam :md ':'II ~ l Ll:lZ.Z:II11' lIl(ile:ul.!s lhl.: ahsol ut e authorll ::lllvc. nalure of sovcn::lgnl1)'. \dl leh IS pro\'t:n 

rrom the dcscnplloll or till' !<I.\{/Im/t,l Shl/hac/a rcgardlllg thc kill ing of Ism;ul Gha.d" He also mtroduced a 

Ill!\\' design :tlld :trr:1llgellll'1l1 of the ob\ crsc and rl.:vcrse h:gt:m.ls. b) c,hvldlllg tht: Ibn into Ihree segmcnts 

b~ 1\\0 llonzolll:11 lilies HI.! conu11tu.:d the Tughr.l char~lclers ror hiS coms. and :1 cOlIsldcr:lblc 11I1111bcf of 

hiS com 1)lX:S Tughra. T~ pl;s 86. B7. BX. ;lnd T~pc B9 

A slIlglc Tughr:l. l~pe of IllS fathe r IS known. Aftc r hlal udd1l1 Muh:unm:'ld, B:'Irbak's Tugllr:t had :'I 

rerreshmg look. but ":"1~ nevcr used by the succeed III£, Sull:ms In IllS Tughr:l Issues bolh Ihl; Kunyah 

' Abul Muplud aud AlHl '1 ivIUl:"1f1., r· h;\\1o; been uSl;d as mCll(lum:d c;lr lll;r Llkc IllS falher hc 01150 used Ihi! 

rormula (If M/I '1\ (IXI ,,/ hll !fi,J:l'uli '/' Na!1/111m Khalil{/( Alliih hi 'I IIII)}(,! 11'0 " hl/rl/on vcry \\ Idc l~ 111C Types 

B ~ . 8 9 :md Bill (Tughr:1 Types) and Type BII be:u this formu la 011 the rc\crsc ThiS mdlcates that the 

claim of I\. lul;\fal ~md Khallfa b)' proof and testimony' procbuncd b) hiS father conti nued to be upholdl."fi 

b\ Barbak Shah L,l-I.' IllS 1:llhcl he simpl) started hiS n:lllle \\ Ilholil all\ :1ddlllon:11 1I1h.: of ' ullan or 

t\'Z:Ull or 'Ad,!, BUI 0111: t~ pc of III::. COll i (Type BI O) bears on Ih(." fl.:\CrSI.: along \\1111 Ih!,! cI:lItll or 

~h.lhlatlltlah Nalill'td blam \\a I ~ l lI s hrl1lll \\l lIch IS nOI 101llld III hiS f~llIel S COli'S The h.:gemJ (jjJWljll " 

/.1/6m It (I I !LIIII/I1I11;' IS fo und III T)pc B7 ICvefS!: TYPI; BIO IS a mfC COlli and a S ll l~h.: pu.;cc IS known III 

HHR CollectIon published b) BIt:1Ilasah61 

n,erc :tre sOll1e anolllalies 111 lite prevIOus cat:llogucs rcgardll1g the coms of Barbak Shah In the BMCo 

COIil no YO. pi IV IS ,lIuslralcd. mlhe last hne ofthc rc\;cr:; l;. l;tru: I)oole read °J:mn:lI:1bado \\ hlth sccms 

hi bi! rc:tu all Khaill at Allah. 111 IMe com 110 14(, :lnd Ihe Corpus (T)pl.! II. Corpus) Ihe rl;;;l!.I l11g socms to 

b..: 'Kh:"1l:IIl:l ' alrl.!:-uh bl.!ell d,scusst,;d 111 T~pc 64 Mul-hapadhY~IY dOubted :tboul the readlllg of 'S:ttg:lOI1 ' 

:lnd . J3nnatab:ld :'Iud ga\ c clilpilaSls 011 the lallef .1t1d cOl11mented Ihal Jllnnalab:1d \\:1.$ l1:ltllcd by 

Ilu11la~ un III I" ~:< :ll1d thl.!rr.; IS no proof of liS e\ lstenee 111 15111 ccnlll l') l3cnga.1": Bllt III BMC om; COlli of 

Gluyasuddll1 Az;t111 ~ h.1h Il:!s becn n.:ad as Jannat~bad reolll no 53 p 24) Ihough the \\ ord IS 1101 clear 

OIIC or hl(luddlll S :ill \cr COIl1S rCH:als the mUll 11:1111e :l:i JJIII1:tI:1b:ld d:lh.:d SI9A l-i Thus prOh.'S the 

eXlslence of Janll.1l:tb:ld long before Hunmyun. Karim doubted the rCJdmg and conuncntcd that onl} 

Ha.wd IS vl slbk: but g.1\\: no <lltemalc n.:adll1gllJ, TIlt:. rcadll1g IS rctllly dlnicult and the word III nol dc:!r 

!:JUI If \\1,' :lSSU1I1I.· IhJI till' leit er \I'nw has been l11l.!rgcd \\ lIh Ihe Mit or Sfl~f(ill{/II/I then cOIIJeelurtl ll ~ lhe 

word n1a~ be read as 11(/ SIl/~riIWhll. With the conJugalloll or ' \\,;l\\ ' ~lId 'Sill ' the first leUl;r bec.ll11e hke 

Ifc; 

------- ------------------------------------
N Dusho Bm;:hhal. 1'1 2111 
.. ' Quoted III SIIII ,IIII Amol p 2(.7 . Ousho O,Ic-hhar. l) 11}4 
.. , /fIlR Collf'w(/II P 22. COin 110. 11 .1 
~ : Oll\hll Hachitar r 21 (I 
1.1 r llrjJlI\ . Jl 1)6 
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In IM C COIll No 146 the rc\crsc legend IS read ~ s 'as Sull:ln ul 'Achr bUI Ihe actual rcad lllg IS Sultanul 

A'd;11 (!iuperlatl\ c of Adll). A dal h:lS been IIsed so there IS 110 SCopc of readmg il as ';11 Achl' and bcforc 

Ih:'l l IS thc \\ord dorh 111 Ihc first (llIc. p:II'1Iall)' olTthl.! nan :md punched III IMe Durlllg I3nrbak's tllne Ihe 

calhHrnph~ or eOll1'" dl.!bl.!ll\':~II.:d a (01. 50111 1.: COIilS or IJnrh;'lk ;'Irl.: sO crudd ~ I.:ngr:\Vl.:d Ihm Ih\,;\ ;'If.: \\,; (~ 

dIfficult 10 declplll,;! E,cl.!!)1 thl.! Tughra l)pl.!S . which :IJI.: bl.:tll.:r e'liecuted but do nOI a!tam Jaialuddlll 's 

Tughm st:llld:ard III numismatics Yel IIKII was beller th:ln IllS rhthcr Mahmucr s COlli - Tughras From the 

dcgcncr~\Icd call1gr:lpll\ of the COlliS of the period It can l'Cason:lblv be assu lllL-d Ih:'I1 Ihose who wcrc 

cmplo)".:d III cllgr:l\ Illg III\.' l~O Il I - dies \\ere 1101 fal11l1mr \\ Ith the Ar:lblc character of Ihe letters \\hu;h 

leads uS 10 ::t!iSlIl11e Ikll local people \\ere el1lplo~l.!d for the lask lMC. II COIll no (34 h:ls been read as 

onl) 'as SUlt:UI RU~II ud dun~:l' but III the COIll then: IS a \\ord before th~ word 'as Su (tan' It can be 

nOllM t.:..'lSlr~ :lnd IS 01)\ lousl~ :l hilt or Ihn The firSI line's 'as Sultan ' IS oO' the n~n , SIIIII!;lr COlliS III the 

Trllfoor, SeA. ONr-. l coliectlollS ascl.!rlall1 Ih IS, Due 10 nllsr~ading in Ihe IMC II , !O Corpus II has been 

defin l.!d as a sepa rat \: t~pl', (Corpus. TYI)C A) bu t III reali ty there IS 110 dlncrencc ill Corpus Type A and 

T~pe M 

Llkc\\isl.! IMC lIullSn::ld the reverse Icgt:nd of COUl No 147. P 168. (pi IV) which is eit."3rl)r-' 1"'1'01 o'~am 

Clf mu'ClZfum 1\1 the first 11Il l.': Out the r\.'~ldlllg given as (U' Sliltan Clf mIl' (I;~{lm, :lIld follo\\ ing IllIs the 

Corpus Ill:ldc 11:l sq):lratl.! I'I)C Aetuall~ Corpus T~pcs 'W :lnd T ;'Ire the samc. as are t)PCS 'N' and '0 ' 

Oath the Icgl'nds uf T)pl' '1 ' and T) IJe 0 ' and their dl.!.cagns arc same. :lnd thc so ca lkd ' r:l~ ed c,rcle' of 

"~pc '0 ' $ rc\crse dCSlyn. IS nOI \ ISlblt: 'nlere IS no l)hOIOgf:lph Ohauasall mentioned 11\ thc Talfoor 

collection Cat:llogtlc (110 Ul. P 25) ' Ihe fays of lhc clfcle arc not vIsib le' If It \\as ani) a Circle then 

Bhallasall should ha\c mentioned 'same as Ihc abo\e COIll bUIIll:t Circle ' So our assll mpllon :lbOUllhese 

1\\0 I~ rx;s , . j\' :.Iud '0 ' of the Corpus, IS that both Ilia) be of the S:lI11C t) pi.! In T~ pe 0 thc rays arc not 

clearl~ \lslble Ag~1I1\ III the Corpus. \\ IHlc cla.ss d'Ylllg l~IJCS . 111 SOI11C COlliS K :-dlnKL has been gIven the 

obverse I>OSl tlon :lnd In SOIll I.! COIilS Ihe K:LllIIl:l IS a(so becn defined as a rC\I.:rse )>OSl tlon T~I>CS A and tv! 

of the Corpus all': S~l1le ;lnd also Type G (tI) and Q arc sal11c(.l 11IC Corpus reported aboul fi\t! coms of 

T~pe K. three 111 the Shl 1!Ollg Cablllet , and lwo III the SUPI)I Shlilong Cablllct J:!ul III faci those coms 

bd ong 10 T~ 1)1,: ' I' uf rOl pll ~ or a <:lIb t~ l)c" ( of It 

10 COIll of B:lrb:l\.. Sh:lh 111 Ihe colke-lion of BNM has been ascertained be~ond the date of X76 The dale 

X7g IS onh tq)f~'scllh:d In t\\() COlliS dl!Scnbcd b~ Hocmlc In JASB ISK3 Karim 011 Inc baSIS oflhosc IwO 

COlliS pcrhaps ga\l' Ihl.! I:Ist d"le of the cams of Barb:'lk Shah as K7g . III SeCtIon III pal1 I of hiS Corpus'~' 

But III part II .. , sttld ~ of the cams' \\h lle dlsctlSSlIlg chrolloloy~ he cotwllentcd, "Aceordllll;; to the 

' ... Corpus.. pp 1)2.\lj 

.,. 5111110111) C:LbIllCt. p I ('~ C()111 no 4.5.:md6: Suppl SllIl\ong C:lbIllCI pp 1 " 2·1~1 . COi llllOS V I 1\1.21120. Also 
Corpus. pp 92·'11 
' .. COll>t,S p P '12 &. 'J7 
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:\\:ulabl ~ COlliS Iu s (B~Hb.l") laSt d:uc IS X7\.1"'"', "gam Barbnk 's last dated COin has bl..:cn shO\\Jl :15 87K III 

lable I or Corpuf) 

Tile fi rst dale of lillc 111..:" rulcr Yusuf Shah's COUlS IS MMO Therc IS a gap of al le.1S1 one-)I..::n Th~ 

ca ll1gr3ph~ of Barb;lk's COlliS IS so crude Ihal moSI of Ihe legends, particularly thc II1I1lI and dalc arc 

II1dlSllllCI. or C~11 lU:Jrkcd or absent The last d::l tc of thl..: mscnplion of Barb:Jk IS 87M and the first date of 

the inScription of Yll , uf Shah IS )\7\.1 ..... ' Thou~h M ukh:lpadh~a~ quollng .\'mrlll \\ra ter Bishar:ld cQlIIl11l..:nted 

thai Barh:lI .. Shah \\as .. li n e III XXII (Saka 13Y7) and was on thl,,; throne. IllS son Yusuf \\as milliS ::IS a JOllil 

ruler or erQ\\ll prince \\ 1111 full H.:g~d tllks as his II1scriptlon of X79 ShO\\5 11 ' On the bas Is of coms and 

inscription \\C Ill:l ~ (i ;.: thc rClgn of Barbak Sh:lh up to 87X and the ascentlon of the next ruler Yusuf. as 

X79 AH &" I1lg Barba!":l reign of ftfk'Cll years, as "gTl,:cd by Karin," But to complete that pl..:nod we nccd 

10 cotll1l bolh the \\';11-)0> d ,ISCCIIIIOIi (~64AH ) alld end of ruh • .: (~nI) of B:ub;lk Shah But If the VIC\\ of 

Mukhap;'ldh~-:l~ based 011 'SmTlH' IS lah:n 10 bl..: COII I;C(. thell Barb~I!..·s rqg.n could bl; sc\clllccn ~c.'trS ,. 
\\ hleh talhes '\ Ilh the pCTlod II1CtltIOilCd by RI}'az ' 

" Ibid. p, 1.16 
M Ibid. P 155 
1# CAPIB, pHil 
-" /)u ... ho/Jnclllwl', p I ~') ., 

Sultanl Amol I) 270 
= R,y:tz, p 270 
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J. Sh:ull suddin Yusuf Sh:lh 879 - 885/ 1474 - 1480 

Su1t:m hnmsuddll1 '(lIsuf, thl.! son nnd SlIccc!>sor ()f Ruknuddm Oarb:.k h:.h, :lIll.!r the d.:.'11h of the l~Uer 

ascended Ihe IlIrom:: probJbl~ III HKO No COIll before th~1 date h35 been found. though Yusufs IIIscnptiol1 

d3ted 879 has com.: 10 lI~hl \\llh full rcs~ lllllcs This 1ll3) be conSidered :\11 ~ct of a crO\~ 11 prince who 

\\as glvcn thc nght of so\.: rcignty" Or mJ.~ hI! be aSCl.:ndcd III l:ny l~ 

As an ablc rlilcr :md :ldl1lJlllslrator Yusuf eamoo the rCI)Ut:uion of a JUSI. lcamcd and bcnc\olcnt Sult31l 

The RI)'ad dl.;plcll.!d hllll as 's()\,cn':'ls n of genlle tell1 l)CrmllCnL soliCitous for the welf3re of IllS subjccts. and 

VirtuouS and lea rned and p.OlIS ·'~ 

Flnsht3''''. Mukh:\p:tdhya~ . and Kanm71 spe:lk about hi!' scholarship and devotion towards religIon. In Ius 

rClgll "1\0 om: dan;:d to drink wille" " 

Yusuf Sh3h's I\Klll~ sl1\C:r coms ha\-c been found from \'anOllS d:llcs r!.lnglllg from !It'O to g~5 bUI no gold 

COlli or m rul ~ othcr lllet~L but Sil ver All 3re of one tanka denOIl\ITl:ltion follo\\,lIIg the tob \\clght 

st~lIldMd c~ccpt a lone fractIonal COlli. a h31ftonka is known >llld published 

ih'er coins 

Tvpc BI. SlherT.Ulk!.l 

The obverse bC>lrs the ">"Ihm" in :\ clrclc or III a plain area in three hnes Iii "aha ",ii Alliilm 

MII~mmmad,,'r Uu.\Iil AI/,ih There,s no mml. date. nmrglll or decoratlvc border Oil the COUI 

Thl.! rc\"Crsc bears the 11>"1 111C of the Sult:ln III ArabiC 111 a clrclc SiJam;) u'd "lInyO W{,'" din abii" mlljlillid 

l'li'"II( ::i!lult thll Hilrhllk She,h Ibn Mahmiit/ ,'i!.,(ih (IS SIt/reln, ' un of thc \\ orld and reltglon Father of the 

"arnor Yusu( Sh .. h SOil of Barbak Shrlh son of M:..hlllud Shah the Suhan' 11le c:llltgr.1phy ~U1d the 

c,ecutlon of tillS com IS \ er:- cnlde 

' 1 ullallg;lll) inSCrl pllon OrShanl!>uddlll Yusur Shah. 1IIIIns IT1scnpllon he was dCSlgU;.ttcd wllh the 'ilic of 
Sultan bill Su\tun bill Sull:m Shalllsu'd duny" \\;.'d dill Abul MU/ ... I(far Yusut'Shah tlilan i c With rull rcg:,1 namc 
and utles 
•• Sultani AllIol. p 270 
' \ Rh'ad P 120 
' I> !b;d . p. 1211. Fn 0 2 'Yusuf 11~ I S:t scholar who charged the ulelml to sec the 1<.111 of the Prophet du l,\ observed' 

Sullaru Amol PI' 2711·211 
' 11 Blocillnann. JA SB. 11'1 11. P 215 
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, Tvpe 92. Sih'cr Titllki\ 

The ob\\,;rsc bC:lrs Ihe K:lhm,1. the ~;'lIl1C as llie abo\ o,: Type 131 The reverSe kgl: l1d and design as same as 

T~ pc B 1 's re\ c..,..c In soml.: coms the K.ull) IIh IS 'Abu I MU7 .. ,fl':l r' IIlslc:ld of' Abul Ma) :lJlId' [he circle IS SO 

feeble lhal 1\ seem!> to be , I 1'1:1111 SUI fa ec No Illint or datc IS II lscnbl:d 0 11 thi,,: COin 

T \'01: 83. 511\ I:r T;IIl\..a 

TIle obverse bears 111 a cHcle. margm mdlsllI1cl, the Kaluna, III two hnes. and the third hne cOnl ~uns the 

mllll and d a le 10 1111111 10 \\ II I) IIlCI1I 10nt,:d but only Khaz.1n;lil . (treasury), dmc KK I 

n le rc"t.:r5C bears In a w cle. m:l.rgm lIldlStlllCt. the naJlle of the Sul[;U\ with the KUI1)'3h 'Abul MU 7..:Iff.,r' 

and also \\ IIh thl.! pan:ntagc. !I:t llle of father ilnd Sr.'lnd fa lhl.:f Also stlllek from Dam" ~)tlrb It' lhe 1111111. 

dated 883!?, 

Tvplr 83 (a) Stiver Tanka 

Tht,; obvcrst.: kl,ii.'nd IS the Kaluml III a dl,;COrall vc bordered clrek havl11g the 1111111 name KIJtI:fin(lh mClUsiil 

d:1led KXO Tim; mllll \\:1$ rCJd b~ SIan Goron 3S "Kh:u..,nah M:1U111Ur" " \\nh:l (llU,:StIOIl mark But It seems 

10 be Klm:(jI1(1h A!(/II.lIil (The p:ud treasure) or it may be read as Khazc7f1C1h maw) lid. (the present 

treasure"') Th..: rc\I,;ISt,; beal the name of the Suhan, the S~ Illi,; as Typc 63's rcversc wllhlll a dccorJ(cd 

bordcred Clrclc of ::l J>!.'Cu!mr motif's repc1::lll0n :}found the Circle 

The ob\crsc and 1\:\l,;fSe Icgcllds arc same as T) pe B3 but lhe mini name on thc ob\crse IS Khmonah and 

datel:!~ I But both lhl.: ob,ersl.: and n ... ·vcrsc dCSlglI of the margin is a dt."Corallon of a clustcr of tnlobed 

motif around thl.: Click 

TWt 8 3 (c..L.fuherTank;l 

TIll,; obversc bt.:.,rs th i.: s.\:11111l;t \\lth1l\ an ornate bordered CIrcle and the mlllt LS SbO/tI.~ahad :md d:lted K~4 . 

ThiS 111111( IS !lolleed ror ,hi,; flrsl tLllle III Bengal lilian's COlliS. probably If \\as Ihl.: capi tal rt,;namcd af'kr 

the kJl1g's 11:1.11 11: TllI ~ LS ;:1 11\.'\\ t ~ pI.: not In Ihe Corpus The rc\ersc deS Ign IS thc sallle as ob ... crse TIle 

h:gl.:lld IS ~alm· .1 :- T~ Jll' B3 Tl h:re arc S Lllallln:tllg l l.:~ CIO""\XJ b) threc dots placed around thi,; Circle. 

Ihere IS 311 ouh:r ed~e of schallops 

Type 84: SI!\cr Tanki! 

111e obvcrse bears II~ KalLma 11\ ;\ squal'\! di Vided by .1 how:ontal line. in thl.! segments an.: the names of 

thc fmlT rightcous Kh:lht:ts 111erc IS no Illilli and dale on (he com 

..., IM e.ll.p 1(,').COIIII\O l :io 
lOt< Se A. p 55. COlli 11 0 !!I(,!I 
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11,C Tc;vc;rsc; lege;lId se;CI1lS to be m a plain area divided by three horizont:ll hnes i e. the le;gcnd of thc 

rc\ersc IS dl\ Ided mlo fOlil dKU1\bcrs 11le lcgelLd COIlI:JIIIS the name of the ' ullan with Kun)'ah 'Abu'l 

Muwff:lr' and pan;l1ta~l.;. Ills f<Lther and grand f~lIhcr's names 

Tvpe 05 SI I\,I,;[ To.nK;l 

111e ob\crsc III a k th:red surface; the legend IS the sam!.; as Type B4's rcl,c.rsc. bullhl,; Kunyah has nOt been 

re;lmncd on the lIall . so II IS not ecrt3111 whclh!.!r hl! used Abul MLI~,ffar or Abu'l Muphld for Ihls particu lar 

Iype 

The reversc bc~us the kgcnd also 111 a lettered surf<lcc a/ mIlW{'Y)'I'dll bataYYl'd a,. Ra~lmcin Klla/i/at Allah 

htl ~wj}a(1 \la'/ h",'h{il1. 'St rengthened by lhe help of the compaSS ionate. vicegerent of Allah with the proof 

and Icst lmon~ . There IS the date 111 Ihe l:lSt line of the rc"crSe. which scems la be fHO (1) Thl! rc:ading of 

th l,; umt digit I ~ not <:crtalll But no mint n:tme IS viSible on the coin 

TVQe 66 S,lvcr hlllfTanka 

111e obverse In kttCTcd sUifacc IS Ihe same as Type 65 bUlthc Kunyah IS Abu 'l Mujahld. Falll1:r of the 

warnor' 11IC rc\ersc IS the same as Type 85's re,rcrsc but due to small flan the complete legend could not 

bl,;CIl lIIscnbed 011 Ih l,; COUl Most prob<lbl~ th!.! cOIn \';1S stnlck from a full tmu..a dlc. BUI not from the T)pc 

BS die TIle \\Clght of the COIllIS 522 gram ;1nd d,ameter IS 20 mm 

Yusuf Shah struck onh Silver COlliS and Ihe stylc of hiS coms was dOllllllatcd by tilt,: Kahma All known 

CaUlS of )'lIstif e"-.=pl 1\\0 bear on th l.! ob\crse Ihl! Kailina Most of the COUlS executlOIl IS ralher cnldc 

c.xccpt T)pl,; 0 3 :llId T~pl.; B" In IllS T)pc 115 and Bfl he used th l.! fonllul:t IIltrodLlc-.=d b~ Mahmud 

procl;unlmg " Khallfat Allah bll hUJjat \\;1'1 burhan', onl) t\\O such COIilS arc knO\\l1 and Illustrated III 

SeA for the tirst IlInc' l Though no dctai ls of lh~ reign of Yusuf is <L\'nlbble in any saurce, history or 

cllrolllcks but the RI~ ad and Fensht:. depicted hnn as "k:arncd, pIOUS, sO\l!rclgn of gentk temperament 

and sk illful):" but 1115 COIl1S' legends dId not reflcct an~ of that It seemed th:tt the coms of Yusuf were 

onl~ utlhlnrlan . sen 1IIg, ( 111) as thl,; 

rcalure o mlLlt n.lnll.~ :'Irl,; found 

IIll,;dHUIl of I,;xchan~l,;. with 110 spcemlty. title or clam) or artistic 

on hiS coms !.!xcepi khazanah a.nd Daru'd darb, onl) a nllnt ' 

h'l111Sabad' has been rq>Ortcd r ... 'Centl~ ' l. but nOI been mentlolled III the corpus The hnllialloll or mmls 10 

Khazanah and Ihnl'd darb IIldlcah: that the various nllnlS of IllS futher's tlllle \\erc ceased 10 function ,Uld 

circulatIon of com and 111111111 1£ aell\1I1CS were managed cClltrnl l) durm£, thiS period 

11 SCA.p 52. COIll no X(, i &KfJ-' .Pt .52. 
,! RlyOid. p 12n. "nd F n nO 2 
IJ OUf COIIII)PC:. Bl1 C) 
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In BMC Lane Poole has suggested the rc:.dmg Qf thl! mmt of thl! COm no 92 :lS Sonargaon, III a sunilar 

COin lr-.lC II suggCSh':U the re:"1dlllg ::IS J)(/rud 4nrh~ :\lld citing bOlh K:mnl preferred lhe r~::Idlllg of L;'Ine 

Poole III th~ Corpus·' Out thl.: r~:"1dlllg IS clear 3S I)(U. lid I?Clr.h 011 both the C011lS. (he leller /)lIl and All} of 

J)ar Jre cOIl)o11led !lnd '1):.1'15 !I bIt d ongalcd whIch make thiS confUSion Sh!llllSuddll1 Yuslif Shah fClgned 

for :l shon period of SI' ~ca rs from ~)j() to lSX5. but the Riyad ga\'e him sc\cn years SIX months :.nd fixed 

hIS dC:"1 lh III XX7 But count ll1g Ius n.'lgn 011 the b:lSis of coins it hardl), reaches six )'cars. as thc next rull.:r 

Stkandar's COU1S :"In: f0L1 11d datcd ~t-i5 If Yu sur s rule. IS counted from hIS earliest IllSCnpl lon's dme lS79 

(Sultangan) IIlSCnptlon) thl.":l1 the dUr."Il lon of hiS rule ma) reach seven )cars It Illa) be noted here that no 

lllscnption ofVuslif . hah IS found bcyond 8lS5 K>. 

-~ [Me. II. p 16<). (01 11 110 I SO PI i\' 
. ' Corpus, p <)~ 
~I> IB.1V,p 322. 
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4. Nuruddin ikandar 1111 Shah 885/1481 

Th~ 1Ii,:\1 ilnd fourth ruh.:r of th i,: Mahrnud Shahl f:.1I11I1)" IS ullan Sikand:l( II The historians opmcd 

dllTcreml~ :lOOLlI SI":lndar Accordl1lg 10 A B M Hablbulla.h. "Yusllfs ullmcd,alc Succl!Ssor " as a prll1c~ 

named Sikandar. \\ho \\:1..<;; probabl\ . ':lS Salim slates. IllS son After Ins aCCCS510t1 hI.! \\as dl SCOH:rcd 10 

haH! been amlcll.!d '\lth IlIllac~ :l lld 1'13S eonsequr.:: lltl) deposed HIS reign b Sled not l1lore tlmn til reI.! 

da~stl .. . \V H31galso st:ttes Sikalldar as Yusufs son. " On ILlS (YUSlIf) death In I3H I the eOllT1lcrs r.used to 

the throne IllS SOil SII..and:u " " The Inam sourcc from \\'Illch the hi storians generally quote IS Golm11 

Hossalll ahm Hc slat..:s that aller lhe dl.!J.lh ofYusuf hah hiS son Sikandar ascendl,-d Ihe throne He had 

some sort of msalllt~ i\ S he was not capable of 1'll1ll111lg 1I11s Ullportant office. the nobles del>osed hll11 on 

thc S~'IInl.! da~ and :1I10Illl.:: r son of Y"suf Shah naml.!d f ath was placcd 1I\sh.:ad-" Sicwart also statcs. Yllsllf 

Sh:'lh. dYlllg ' \lthout children. the noble r:'used 10 the throne a youth of Ihe royal f:1IllI1y naJlll.!d Ikandar 

shah. but aflcr 1\\0 monlhs lindlllg 111m incnpabalc of SO'vl.!nllllg. they dcposed hlln and pl:lccd on the 

throne hiS uncic "" Abdul KaTim stales Ihal :lecordlng 10 the old custom aft": l thc d..:::tth ofYu suf Shah hiS 

5011 (I)robabl~ thc d dQ,t son) SI",wdar ascendl.-d the (hronc'" Kha\\:lja 11.::1111 uddll1 /\llIm:d states. "Ih\.: 

J\lIur$ and V:1ZIrs pl aced Sikandar Shah on Ihe throne of the empire \\ Ithoul careful cnqUl r..:s As hc did 

not possess th..: quah ficallons or the nght of bClIlg IIwt:stcd '\~Ih thiS lugh office, Ihe) removed hun from II 

and r:uS"cd F:lIh 'hall to the cllICn:llnslllp The penod of Sikandar Shah's reign was t\\O and a ha lf days9! .. 

To summeTl zc the :lbO\c statementS of the Iuslonans. thc lIlalil POlilts that stand arc (I) sucCC$SlOn. (ii) 

1dcntlty of thc nllcr. (III) duration of hiS nile, and (IV) Ihe qucstion of hiS IIlsamty All thc abovc historians 

un:,ullmou sl~ otgrei,,:d upon POll1t OIlC ~1I1d poml four. I c succession and IIlS31l11y of SLk3ndar. but they arc 

different III VIC\\ ;Lboulthc Identily and duration of his ni le The question is "hClher he was Yusufs son or 

Iu s cldcsl son or :t SC IOli of 1111: f:lIll1l~ and hkc\\lSC whl.!l her hc rukd onl~ for a half-da) or 1\\0 and a h:llf 

d:\\s. or thl'~'C d,l\ :). 01 :Je-:ordmg to Stc\\ :Jrt. t"o months Bul before th l.! di SCUSS ion of those POliliS \\..: 

may ha\ c a look a ll the COinS of sultall Sikaudar II A fi,,:\\ COlliS of Slkaud:J r II havt.: b.xn found so tar and 

knowil for Ihc firSI timc III th i,,: latc clghtles AI present four COin arc in the collection of B M and mon: 

11m.:c coms :'In: ""o\\ n Ilfcsef\l.!d III thc private collect ions III Caiclitta . IlId ,.. So. Sikandar II 's COIilS <II\: 

rare <lnd an: 01 Ih er tanka oilly Accordmg 10 k gr.:nd all Ius COIll$ :'Ire of Ihe samc I)PC bUI Imc 

am:lI1gi,:lll ..:nt~ ;)lId dcs l~Jl s (liffcr '111e COIilS :'I fe :IS follo\\S 

~ HB. II. P 11(, 
U W Halg. TIll' ( 'm"hl'll~I!I' Ih\/rI/"\' /I!lm/1fI Vol III . Deihl , (1 './65 rq>riUl ) p 2(IX 
"1 Riyat. p.121 
.... C Slewart. The HlsIU~ of Bengal. CalCuli ... I K47.p (jj 

\II Sultmll Allloi. p 12\1 I Ie did not ILIcntlOIl ' lbollt Sik,lIld;lr'S dumtlOlI of nllc 
··! TA. Vol III. (El lgTI ) pp" ",~ 17 
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T~ .311\ cr Tiln~t! 

The obverse bl;!lfS the Ic.!:)cnd III an orn;IIlH.!Iltcd elre l.,; til .,; K:lhm\l III three lilies 'Illcrc IS no l1l!lrglll::t1 

kgcnd Of mmt nallle 3nc.l d:tIC 111C reversc bc::trs thl! n;1I11e of thl! Sultan in four hm:s III a SlImlar 

orn:un.,;ntcd cncle a!> ob\efSe \l lso h :wlIlg no 1111111 IKUlIl! or da tI.! Of an)' IlKlrglll:ll I ~gcnd T he legend IS a>: 

XII/fe;n hit! (I' "I/ /~ii/l V';I''' ''' d'IHlf, \ltl'd tit;, (II "ItIJfillld SIl.multtr .spflh Sul,liin hm M(I~"I11icl .lh(1h SIII,I{m 

'The Su ltan son ur Sult!lll .hghl of IIII.! \\ orld :lIld the religion. Ihe w:lrrlor Sikand:lr Shah Su lt;11l SOli of 

Mnhlllud Sh<lh Suit:",. 

T\l)C B I (il) Slher Tnllk:1 

The obverse bl.!.1ts III a CHele the Kaluna III twO hnes and Ihe tl!lrd hne COll1tl lllS the II1ll1t !lallle and date 

Klwul//(lh 81'(j the I f('::lsur~ ~~,A H 

The fe\ cr$e be::trs the k g,end :IS S.11lll! :IS T~ I)C B 1 bUI 111 fi \'c hnes and wnh ahlt before al MlIll/hul l C 

"hii" "'1{MIf(/1II th..: tlurd hilI; Thl.: \'''::Igltt IS 10 57 gram \lnd dla meIer 25 min Rest 1\\0 COlliS ;\tl; Qf Ihe 

S:II11e :ts T\l)C B I;J but till: 1111111 11:" 111; IS /Jam'u ~/(t/'h Bolh 111 1.: COlli'S ob\,l.;rsc :lIId II!\ crsl.: l e~cl1ds ;'fC III a 

plam ~ rl:a :l.IId Ihl.: \\":lghl 'S :'Ind 5121:$ :lrC :llmost Similar I () 4 gr:1I1l and 25 nun .:nelt 

From the com IlIlo:nllOIICd abo\c \\C 1113) no\\ fC\lC\\ thc n:lgn of Sultan Ik:mrl\lr II afresh All the four 

coms bc.1f on therr Ob\l.:fSe the Kahtl13, Ihc populor Mushlll fonnul:l of f.'1llh , \\lull.: (\\0 of litem, havc 

1111111 l1:'lI11e as O:rr-ud-<larb' I c hourse of stnklllg, and has KhaJanah d::tted K~5 and Ihe other h:tS 110 mini 

name The rc\\;rsc 1cg~nd of the COIllS lS the same, I.e Sultan bill as Sultan Nurud-Ounya \\ad-Olll Abdul 

Muplml SIk:indal Shah SU1t:1II bill Mahmud Shah Sul tan 

II IS \\Ollh mC!I\IOnlll,b Ihal UI\ the fl.:\Crl'l: kg.,;nd SiI,:\Udar procl:lIIllcd hlllbdf::ts Sul tan bill as Su ltall II.:, 

hc IS Sultan and ;ll:so SOl' of a Sultan econdly, Nurud-Dun~'a Wad-Dill Abul MUJahid SIJ..:tlldar Shah IS 

IllS fu ll rl~ga l !la\lle L.'1 <;\I~ the (e ml bill t\'1ahmud Shah Sultan denoles Ih:11 hiS father'S n;1Inl.: IS SUIUIIl 

(N\lsir-ud -dUl) M;lhmlld II IS to be noted that 1\\ 0 coms bc.1r no dale bU I COlli 110 2 hls:l dllC :lS -Xi 

Though Ihe flr<;1 dIgit 1:-; I1I1SS1I1g. SitU ob\ ,oush Ihe date should bl.: ~X5A 11 It IS also 10 be 110h:d Illat COUl 

~ bears no d:lt l" :lnd 11\1111 ,It :1 11 It ckarl, s 110\\ s a d,O'en,,:1\1 SI) k III calh~r:lpl1 ~ and :lrraugclIlenl. "hlch IS 

umquc among 11~ cla~:i It Ill::t~ bL' ment,oned here lhal alllhc four COUlS arc of dtflcrcill dies 

It \\ould nOI be Ou l or place to compare the othl.:r CC)IIlS bCJtlng Ihe Ilame SI"-alld:tr \\ Ith Ihc cOlliS 

mentIoned :tho\l,," Thlo:rc :lre as many as ten rulers havmg tile ,KUJ11.: SIK:llldar. \\lto nlll.:d 11\ th\.! sub· 

COI1II11I.:I1I Among Iht)~ ... (len) I\\Q :m! 1'1'0 111 Bl.:llgal. thr ... , ure from OclIl1 SlIlt:ln:tle. Oll l.! I!ach of the 

Tughlaq, L(x" and S UII d\J\aSI\ , :lIId one each from Kashmu. GUJr.II. Hlpl'lIr, 1:,dufa and Arakan 13ut 

none of Ihelr COlliS has :lI\~ sllm lanl~ \\ Ilh ollr prc..'tcnt cOms m any wav Outside Ot:nga1. Slkandar of 
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~hldura a.nd Tughl",! Slk"ndar of Deihl struck onl~ copper COIOS"\, Onl) brllron COlliS of Sikandar Lodr \lol 

Me kno\\n Ilhlle SIk:'l ndar of Kashmlr~~ :'Ind Sun Srbndar's'M. cop"cr and siher coms :Ire /..110\\11 Gut nOIll; 

of thl,: lr CO II\S ha:, Ih:.:n n..::tnll..'SS III s,~ Ie, dl:Slgl1 , c:llligraph~ , sm.: and Sh:tPl' 1II Ih the corns of SIk:lnd:l r II 

." of Bengal No COlli of IkJ ndar of GUJral IS kno\\ n as )1.:1 "nd lastl ) Arakal" SIkJndar's aClual name IS 

f'lllcn6 ral!l.ng and IllS COIl1 bears 0 11 onc Side, legcnd III Ar!l.kanr scnpt"W Now Bcngal Slk!l.ndar, Ie . 

SIk:\ndar bill 1I ~:l!; 511;'111 '$ nlnc l ~ pCS or COlliS arc known"', ,but !lOnc of Ihcm posess Kalrm:1 and out of 

nlnC, eight hal c their IKlrl of legend !l.S SIk!l.nd:tr bill 11 ),:'15, I c . Slbndar son of lIy!l.s nlC relllaml1lg one, 

Ilot Illcntlomng hl~ I;IIhd!'o n;\I1u,;, 1I:ls nOI the sltghtcst rdatlon III rcsp.:ct of legend . date :tnd mllll II Ilh the 

coin of Sik:lIld:u 11 Abo\<,,: all. til l,,! dale ~~jAH of Srkandar II 's COul docs not tally \\Ith any other 

Ikandar's reIgn ll1ent lom.:d ~)bovcrr.' . Therefore, we C:UI with all ccrtaint), :tssign thos~ four coins to 

Sikand:tr II ofrkng.ll 

We \\ould Ilkl..: \0 conti I'm from OUT corn legcnd hm MfI!1I1l1id .ljjJflh MC:lI1l1lg son of Mahllllld "hall. ThaI 

Sult:m Sikand:tr II 11:'1$ the SOil of Sultan NaSll'uddlll M:lhllIud Shah'''' So. he \I:lS brother of Ihc 

SUCCI.:SSU"C mh . .' r Sul ta n JJial uddlll Falh and unc le of thl,,! prevIous rukr Sham.suddm Yusuf, nOllhc son of 

Yusuf:ts some hi stOrians opined 

It ma~ be assumcd th"t Yusuf had 110 SOn to succl.'ed hlln and, thr;:refOic. Ihe l10blcs were nOI III a pOS1l10n 

to follo\\ thl..: tr.ldlhon of selectmg tht.: deceased Sultan's son for kmgshlp Prob:lbl) there \\'3S nOt ablt.: 

can(hd:lIt.: among the brothers of Yousuf ell her So Barkabk's two brothers, Sikandar and F';I\h C:LIllC 10 fore 

\\llh thclr Cl;lII11 :t lld both of thell1 \I crt.: enthroned Stlcct.:ssl\Oc1y 

No\\ about thl' q\ll':~ \IOn of SIk:tnd:tr's dUT:tIIOI1 of nll t.:·' We :tn; lold Ih:tt Ikandar rulcd for a ICT) s hOll 

pellod. frol11 half :1 tbl h) Ihn:e daIS. ani\' Slc\\art :ll10W5 hll11 t\\O months Ag:1Ul. hl stonnlls unnlHmous l ~ 

... r c M • II. P 71 pi \ II (;0111 nos "02· jl)5 
'II Ibid p XU 1)1 \ II . Cllll. 110 <'Xl 
." BMC. pi \ 111, 00111 no 1 xo 
<;<· IMC. 11 . p 117 , pi \ 1\ . COIIIIIOS XIJ:i -S<)l) 
.,' P L Gupt;!. COlliS, Nc" Deihl. 11)11). p 11)2 
.~ Sull tl l11 Amol I) HX, Fn no ') I 
~I Corpus, pp 511·:'1 
II ') List Of Sik:tlld<Jrs 

1 Sulldl1 S,k'1I1d'lI bill lIyas Bcng<l1 13511 ·111) C E, 
2 Sull, ... Abuddll1 Slkandar M"dUl;1 1372· 7~ C E 
'Sullan SII..alldar Kashmir 1Jl'\6- 1.I [() C E. 
" Suh:t n Slk;lI1dar Tughl:lq Deihl 131)1 C E. 
5 51111:t1l Nunlddm Slk;lI1dar Bengal 1481 . C. E. 
(, 5ulwn SIk:illd;u Loch Deihl 14 ~8·1 5 17 C,E 
1. \llian Sika udar Sh;Jh GUJr:l1 1525 C E 
I! Suit"" Slka ndar Sur Delhi 155.1 C E 
') Slkalld.1I ali;l!> ~kl1g F Ar:lk;lIl 1517· ')1 C E 
III S.kalld..r Shah BIJ;tplir I (,72·!\(, C E 

H COIl1S or the SlIccess)\ e Oller Fulh Sh;lh also moar lhe s;une lerm hm \lulIlIlUJ Shuh ,utd schol.ll s .Ibrcro upon Ihal 
IIu5 M:rhl11ud IS :I$lnlddlll M:thmlld 
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SI>cal.. about Sll..ami:tr's IIlc.lpablht\ of mOiling the uhanat fo r \\ !uch he \\as deposed Hul our COlliS 

contrad ict abo\..: \IC\\S, If Ihe dq)()SIIIOn "ns due 10 1I\5allll). Ihal \\Quld h;\\c bI.; 'n d..:tcCIl., .. d Just :IOcr Ills 

asCenSion. Ihc nobk~ \\tlu!d 110\ Ita\c enlh roned hun eH:n for a \\Iule. MOIl,..'o\er, h:td he lx:cn III Ihe 

Ihton..: onl , lor IhfW d.I\!', "l nl..lIlg of sc\cral va nClteS of COins \\ould nOI 1I:1 \c bt'CfI pos!>lb1c 011 his p~lrt 

\\lllun such :1 , hort 111111.: 0 , his dCI)Q~lIlon bl':lImng hun IIlS:UlL:. IS \cn lIluch qucstlonable Later e\cnts 

IIldIC;UC thai frum lh..: IlIl1e 01 Raja Gan~'sh:l 's ruk gl(.ltlpltlg ,unong Ih.: nobl~ \\as a phl.'I\OmCIlOfl of Ihe 

Inn..: II ma~ be n:calll.:tI that tu curb the local 1)Q\\cr ;md 'ullst lllted SUI>I>ort 9:lrbal.. cmplo\cd ... !:ug..: 

I1tll1lbcr of Ab"'IIlI:lll ~ I.l\c,· "ho 1I1!1I11:I1c1~ bcc;'Ill1e the jJl \ Ot of pO\\cr· j>ohtlcs. supponed eIther the 

cause of Sll..:ludar 01 F:llh In Oppos illon to the J\b~.s llllans most prob:lbl) \\~rc thc supponl,..'rs of Sikand3r 

who came out success ful ;'II fi rst :'Ind Slk~nd~r beC31lle:: Sultan , struck coin and Ills n.:unc \\InS mt.'fllioned III 

the rct t1:l110n <""\llha) of Fr ld.:t ~ cOlIgrcg:lllons BUI \\lIhm a short Ume Iht: supportt:rs of Falh. howe\,er, 

1II:l.I1:1gr ... d to topplt: IHIll Falh Shah beeame Sultan Sikand:lr \\~IS probabl} kIlled l:llcr on To suppress lhls 

fratnclde and usurpation of lXJ\\cr. Sikalld;\r was probably decla red .. 153nc 

n lCrcfon: all thc b;l\IS ul thl.! COin of Slk:l1ldar II. \~c ma} :lSSumc \\ 1111 :\1111051 Cl.: rt31111) 3boutthc duration 

of Ills rule. \\llIch ddilllh:l~ \\;lS nOl lllt" da~s or .so It Ill:" be 1\\0 months. :;Lo; ~talL.:d b) Stcw:lrt. or mon: 

th:1O that 

011 the bilSIS of3bmc dl!>cusslons II rna)' also be Inferred Ihat Slk:'lndcr \\as nOllllSanc :1I 311 Sikandr as 

thc uncle of Yu\uf eIlJo~,,'lI n life at I ca~1 of 10 )cars· from 'nsLnlddm Inhmud hah 10 Yusuf Shah's 

demh !-Ienel.' II I" hkcl~ 11131 the nobles "erc \-el'} muclt ncqu:ulltcd \\ Itlt Il..andnr'!, char"clcr and 

IJcha\ lars antI th..: tcfolc to declare hml Insanc J USI aOcr hiS crQ\\ Iltug IS Ilot at "II COIl \ IIICltlg It IS n 

lIlll\~' r:(:'I1 f;\Cllhnllll..: 111sto~ of the vallqULshed h35 :11\\,:I)s bccl! wnttcllund.:r the gUldancc of' lhl! \ICIOrs 

rhl! O;::l lll l! ;ll.SO hnppl.:l1l'd In the cnsl! of Sll..~l1 l dnr II and Itl cnmou n:Jgc Ihe f.let I e p:II:lce I1ltngl1l' ::md 

fa lrrcld.: l1C the \ Ior. uf 1I1s;llllt~ \\.15 11\ \ CI\II.:d 

It IS to be LlOtl.-d Ih:11 Yusuf 1 .. lh's (OmS and II\SenpllollS bear the last dale: 35 884 and lS8SA H n.:s pCCtf ... ,: ! ~ 

And Fmh Shah" COIll~ ,ll~' :I\al1:1ble \\Ith the d3tl! XKtlAI II >: Asam, on the bnsis of our COul dmlXl 3lS5AII 

Sikandar II 's I1Lk I.:,LIl he IJI.ltl.Xl 111 bet""''.:11 lhe la!>1 p.1I1 01 XK; ;lIld tl,,: !lIst p:tn of KKf.AH 1111 Ihl.! 

acceSS IOCt of Fnth !'!kdl 

In fine, \\c l1la ~ arm ..: :tllhe rollo\\lIlg concluslOIlS 

Sullnn NUnld-dIl11\:\ \\:\'d dill Abul Mujahld Sikand:\r, h:'lh was the full regal fI:Ul\C ofslkand:\ t 1\ 

2 l ie \\as Ihl.! O;:U II or Sul l:Ul NaSlntddl1l tVlahmud SI,ah 

3 lie \\:'15 110t Ihe (Oll t' ofYu!;u( Shah. r.1 lher hiS uncle ~llid brother of f:'llh hah 
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I'" 

4 I-Ie \\as not IIIS;l IIC , duc to \\hl ch he was deposed. r:lIhcr It \\:lS Ihl; conscqucllccs of IIIternal 

connlc!. palace intrigue clC Ihat he \\a5 declan::d 1IIS-"IIlC 

5 He \\:is 1101 dep05L-d on Ihe dale he ascended the throne. nor he nlkd for 1\\ 0 and ~l half da)s lie 

rClglk.'<I :11 lea!!.1 l o r 1\\ 0 months or nlon:: th ~1I1 11i;11 

(. li ls IClglllll;l ~ be thed bcl\\ccn the last part oflSX'A H and some p:1rI ofttlS6AH 

7 L."\Sth _ on the <;01115 of Sultans of Bengal. usc of the term Dar-ud-darb or KhaLlnah. meaning 

house of "t nJ".m~ I c mill! :lIld tn:asury rcspt:ctl\d) . IS a common phenomenon Dar-uz-dlrb of 

the COlli nU:IIIIOIl\."(I above. mC:IIlS Ih:l t II "<15 siruck :II the rO)':l1 1111111 III Ihl; COplIn I. L:lkhnaull 

IFlnlz:lh:ld 

- Sultalll Amol p 'll( 
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5, J :llaluddill Filt h IllIh 88G - 8931148 1 - 1487 

After Inc n.':1lI0\ al of till: .. hort h\cd Sultan NUnl 'ddltl Sll.andar Ills brother Fnt h \\a5 placed 0 11 the throne 

III ljg(, b\ the nobl.: .. ami k;;tdcr~"" 11loo1;h the It.I~al u:icnllfll.:d Fath :IS the: brother of S,k;"lnd.1r :md 

another son of YIIsul~" 1 Bul from the: eVidence of COlliS and IIlSC nptlolls l'''' of I~ath ' hah II IS clc:\r that he 

\\ as Ihe son of i\l:thllIud hah ' I e Naslruddlll Malunud So he was the uncle of Yusuf :llld brOlhcr of 

Barbak Shah All ci :'I~tl lIIpliO Il of' j>O\\cr FaLh :'Issuilled the title of JalJl u'd dunya wa d dill Abu " 

MUZ<lfT:u F:llh Shah as Suhall All thc I.'.:lrhesl cons :'Ind UlScnptlUIiS of F:'Ith Shah are datoo t(K6 and the 

I:ISt UlSCrI,)1I0n I" dated 1(1)3. ~o hc ruh.:d for about eight ycars f-hstoflans depict IllS rClgn <IS prosperous 

and bCllc\ oknl Tllc RI~:11. commented Ih:l{ ' In hiS reIgn, the gates of h:\pplllcss and comfort were tluO\\ n 

OJX:1I10 hI.! I)L'Opie of'llc l1g:I I I'~ n ul hI.! \\:15 br1l (311) Illll rderL'd b~ the/J(ll,b. IIlS 0\\ 11 bodygu:\rds 

The ab~sslIIl ;Ul" \\ho Hen..: aPPoll1cd 10 \anOUS IInponant I>OSts dUling ti ll: re l~n of l3:trb:.l. Sh:'lh bec~unc 

\c'! po\\crful Fath hJh IIllllclCd mcasures 10 curb thClf po\\cr But Ihe leader o f thc IXlIA.\ Kh:l\\JJ3SCr:l. 

thc Eunuch Barba!... 11IIIIsdf an AbrsslIlI:Ul, In league with the IXllks slc\, Falh Sh<:,h 

A eOfl$ldcr.'lb1c number of gold COIllS and man) sll\'er COlliS of F'ath Shah ha ... e been found, all arc of ta la 

\\elgln siand.lrd alld onh 1\\0 fmctlonal COlliS III s llHr arc knO\\I1I", 110 cOPI>CI COlli or ofall\ other IllL'1al 

" cre found 

Gold C oins 

On l~ four gold COlliS of F:'II1I Sh:lh h:\\c b"''C11 publi shed and ;Irc of thrL'C t~pI.!S, 'hc~ <Ire <IS fol1o\\ s 

T\JlC AI Gold Talll.:. 

nle ob\crsl.! bcra~ the legcnd. III an omameatcd (nO\\ ry) Ci rcle III Amble III four hnes .la/(il /I'd dun),,; 

1\(1 J thi, I/hii / nfll:al/ol' J-(rl~' SJ.tiill ,\;,/"ill. ' Glo~ of the \\orld and rchgloll. fa lher of \ ICIOI1. F:ath Shah 

Sult.ln· 

The r.,:\ersc bears the rest of thc kgcnd III similar o m3.lnell tal circle also III fOUf hnes In Arabic. the last 

hne IS - belllg thc n:ulIc of the nllnl and dale Ibn Mabml7d .'i!J,ih 0\ Su/!cln ~(/ Junoyd Sl,llllj "'aff/ahOd 

,'(.V6, 'Son of \ lahrnud Sh:lh tIll: ulL.ln as J un:1 ~ ad Sh:1hl ,( mrnt) Falhabad ~IS(,. 1111: \W1.sh1 of the 

\". R,Y;I /.. p il i 
I'~ Ibid. P 121 
l"\ All hiS COl1l5 ,I lid 111"'n l)IIOII ' IlIscrlbe th e: 1"lme of his r.llllcr .. ~ F.llh Shah SOli 01 M:thlllild Shllh Sult ,lll 
I' • • RI\.II . ll 12\ 
W SeA. p ~7 
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com IS IU 5x gr.UIl alld dl;lmctter 22mm 1111: com IS prcscr\cd III Ihc colkCl lon of BangladeSh National 

" 'IU5CUII1
1
'" 

.'111.: ob\clse be'lf:!. till': kgcllu In a decoratl\C border of Oor.!1 1II011fs, 111 Arabic the first Imlf of Ihe Jlanle of 

the Sulta,n (h ,'Ul I!e;n ,hll/l \ ' "/{eill,lClIii/1I 'J dllny{l "(I 'd thi, uhlj 'I MII;uffa,. 'Sllhan son o f the Sult:ln glol) 

of the \\orld :'Hld lel.glon f;lIher of \ ICIOT) , 

llle rc'>crsc III 3 slIIHla. clrel!.: bears the rcst ofthc Sult:m's nalTle F(JI~I ShlllI (1.\' .)'lIl!Dfllbn Mu~nltid !jbilll 

(I.\' SlIf{(ln ,\\ I,l'lId ,'i!.,lIJI/ Klw:c7I1C1h /8/87, ' rath Shah the Sultan son of M,lIunud Shah the sultan , Sywyad 

Shahl, Tn.:aslll) pq 1(7 ['Ill !' COUl is prcscned Ul the Indian \.1u seum, C3lculla if0l One gold COUl Suml:lr 

to thl; T~ pc 1\ .1 I:!< III :\ IH I\ ate con\..'C tlon In Indla l 

T\~ A" Gold Tanh;! 

The obvcrse be3fs Ihe legend III Arabic 111 a circular arabesque border, C/\ .\'1I/(u",, '1 mllllOIlIl'(lr hllliir {II 

mll~flI," j lIi,hi u/"IIJI!JJl11ah hi SII!!iin 11 '1 tlIJuc1ii, Ii" 01 )'tlqZ(I/ ho mu~'eih/(l(ll , 'The Sultan \\ ho IS 

enhghtt.:m:d b~ (he light of (he chosen (and) the dl\lne ,\ho IS entitled Suit:l11 of those ,\lto ;1ft.: dL:\ ot\..-d to 

\ Igiis and colltL:lllplallOIl 

llle I'(;\crse IS III :1 cm.:ular d\!cor.!tivc border The k scnd also III Aablc III fhe hnes (J~b ShllyJil' III· 

"lIIlti1Im'IIqat/llm (1/' /(miil.J{lIi'il1f d clm1)'ii IHJ wI (lJil oMil IIIII;alf(lr FL"!I ,"ibCl" bill /I,.((I!mlli(/ Sh(lh (1\ 

,' II/ltin Klm:r,,,,," ,"1')(1, I he S h:I ~\':h , \\ho \\:IItS on the q:td31U Rasu l Jal:l lu ·u du n);, w:! ' d dill ' (G lor:- or 

tlu; "orld tlnd f~ll~ lon f:lthel of \ ICIO,) Filth Shah SOli of Mallllllid Slmh the ultM, "hazanah (the 

trcaslI0) X\JU.,I 

Silver coins 

T\lX; B1 Slh q l imb 

1lle ob\crsc bc:lrs III a circle the K;lllma 16110Jtd 11M A /le,h" Mllhnmtnod"r l<(1\ul A IInh ,kmt 'J t/tlrh l'J(J6 

The mSlnuneu l ('If 1:lIIh of tlk! Musluns ' there IS no god but Albh Muh:lllll1l:ld hiS apostle, housc of 

slnl-lIlg, I(X6' 

11lC rC\ efSC lx.-ars Ih\! Icg,L'nd 111 Amblc 111 SIX Imcs III a cucle 0 ,\' SIt/!iill bm"~ SII/!lTn J"lci/ll '(1 uunyi!",o 'd 

d,i, obn '/ nlll}fih,t/ Ft./I~, Sbnh 0\ 'III!"" ,htl MO!lmnd ,'ii.lllh 0\' Sul! (ilt 1h: Sultan son of th~ \\ arTIor Fath 

I ,. BNM Ace No 17 72'1 
1<>/ (MC,II ,p I(,I).COIII no In 
II I> J P Gocnk:1 CaiculI:! Indl,. 
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Sh:Jh the Sult:ln SOil or i\1ahll1ud ShO;h the Sultan ' 1111; nun! Daru 'd O;\lb ;Uld :l Isa · "h;I7.~\llah '(lhc 

TrcO;sur;.) . both bC:lrs Ihe {!:lte KM6 

Tvpc B I (ill , Sd\cl Tallkn 

The legend of the ob\ erse and reverse nrc the snme :IS (he above com Type B 1 but the design IS III a 

dccoratlve border - ch:lm \\ Ilh zigzag deSign for both the obverse and rc,'crsc Thc millt IS on thc obverse 

afler the KalmIa. F;l[h;lb:ld (dated) XX6 (Ca.t no 335) 

Tvpe 92, Silver Tnnk:'! 

TIle obverse bC:HS the l\.allll1:1 III a Circle nlc decor:lI lvc bordcr IS ItldlSllIlCI 111crc IS no Illlllt !lanle only 

the dale, K87 The rC\crsc berns Ihe same legend as the n.:versc of Typc BI . but III place of ' Abu·' 

Mupilld ' thcre IS 'Abu· I t\ IuzaOar' I!' (Cat no 336). 

T, Illt 5 2 (a) Slt\ el Talllo.a 

111e ob\ crse and rc\ ersc :He both III :I I)l:im area The legend IS the saille as T~ pc 62 but the I1Il1lt name IS 

Khazcmah 'the treasur:- '. no dale IS vIsible 

T\pc 113 Slher Tan)..a 

The obverse dcsign IS :l circle \\Ilh double re"c~e arc." Hlsidc :lnd IIltcrsectlng archadcd band around Ihe 

Circle The lesend cont;llllS [Ile first part of the Sultans nall1!,,! 0,\' .\llIlli711 bill (/\' SII/rein ,/(1161 u (I dl/nyo 14'0 'd 

,II;, aMi'/ 11111;0/101'. 'Ihe lilian son of the Sultan glol) of the \\orld alld rd lgron fatller of vlcton' 

The r,;\'cl'Sl,:. bears III :l decor;llr\c border \\h,ch is the same as the obverse. COI1[:III1S the rest of the l1ame of 

the Sult:lI1 , h,'~' .'il!i1h !II ,\'IIi!t;n 11m M(I{mllftl ,'iJ;fII. tI~ SliI!"" hlichmaru '/1f7lti "'"I{,t,hcll} 8fJ(I. 'Fath Shah 

the SlIll:l1l --Oil of \I;thmud Shah the Sultan. 'Kuehl liard Shal,,' • the ruler or Kooch 0 1' subduer ufl he Kuch 

Tnbe or mea , F:uh:lbad )0(1)(1' 11us type llso fOllnd from the mlllLS Barb:-rkabad dah!d !<'ilO and Khaa\T1;'1h . 

\\ Ithollt dates Allo t h~r \.lIlct~ of T~ pc 83, 111e obwrse :lnd the reverse dcslgn and legends arc Ihc same 

:IS Type B~ but Ihl.' l:lttl.'rH1S ;Ire dlfTerent and \\ llhoUllllInt name :tnd d:l(c 

T\pe B4, S,her Jail)..:! 

The ob\erse legend III :1 dcCOr;llI\c Circle sundar 10 Typl.! B3 but the hne arrn llgcmenl of the legend IS 

different There an: lour hiles IIIslead of five hnes of T)I>c B3 The rc, erse legend 15 sallie as T ~ pc 83 but 

wllholll the 'Kuchmard Sl1al'" portion , and thc border deSign 15 the samc :lS the obverse A cn .. "Cper hke 

moli f IS placed around the CIrcle :llternntcl~ \\ IIh a V·shape des ign l h: nunt lI ~lIl1e Oa! ud d:lrb dah . .'d K!l6. 

thl.' hou se of StrI)..lll~ . d:th: :-;X(I 

III Hocrnlc. JA B, I X~JO , P I7l . Corpus p, IO(): ND, Xl'IJ;ln2 (191~) pp 68·7..l ONS. No 149 (19')(i). pp 20-2 1 
". · [MChasollcsudII;OIIJ\\llhlhcd;llC~'){I. p 17(1, No ISX 
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1 \01; 64 (ill Slhl:r 1'>I! II...::I, 

A variely ol"lh,-= abo\'t.:. Ihe coin I,-=&I,;nd. d:tle and Ih ,-= mint :111 :trt.: salllc as T) p'-= 04 but the bordl:r h:ls :l 

Oor:11 motif aroud a doubk I11Ultlfol1. both on obvcrse :md reversc . 

r \1X 85 . SLlvl,;r T:lIIka 

nle ob\t.:rsc be~'II $ 111 :tn ornamental clrck Cf.\' Sul!on dm II'S SlIlf(i/! Jo /61 11'(/ dllll),(7 w(I'd d/" (lhii'l 

MII~aff(/"o 'the Sult:tn SOil of the Su lt;)n gall) of the \\orld and n::leglon fulhcr of the VictOr') Thc reverse 

bears tJle rcst 01" Ihe legend :llso 111 an omal11cnt':tl Circle Falb 81.17'111 as SII/(im Ihn M(}~lInfid ,'WiTh (I .. SIII!(711 

Slt)!(ld ,'il./lJhi /Jo,. 1111 !'lII'h 'F:l 11l Sh:lh the Sult:111 SOil Or ~-lahllIud Shah tht; Sull~1 1I Suyad Shah I. the hou se 

of smkll1g I c the nunL \\ lueh IS mdlstlllc\, This I) pe IS also found \\lth the 1I111l1 lIalllC MuilamJll::ldabad 

but date Cui onolh..: l1an 

T\p!,; 8 5 (;'I) SLI,cr T:'l1!":l 

Th,-= ob\ ,-= r ~,-= and Ih ,-= r~'\ersc Iq;ends an; samt.: as T)pc 05 bU I III plac,-= of SII),(I(/ Shlllll~ there IS most 

probably }IKku wahi or /(/IIK(I ... hall' d:lte K90 111C border probably is ;)150 sun liar to T)'pc B5 bUllllost of 

II IS cut ofr lhc:: nan 

T " IX: B(~r T al\I...:I 

nle obvers..: b..:ars the 1 ":~l.!nd HI a decorat lvc bordl.:rcd cl((:le made: b) 1) l acm~ a four pcta lled Ilo\\cr motIf 

a llcrnatcl~ \\ Ilh a domll"'11 form on Lht.: ma rgm. Jal5llld dill/yO II'{/U d"j, (lhu""l11fajfi'" "'(If~1 SllDh Sulf(7n 

Thc h!H:rse. In ;;'l dccor.'lll\e border IS the Srlllle :'IS Ob\ CTSt.: The rest of th..: 1cg..:nd Ihn M(I~mliid Sbdh ax 

SIIItOIl k" ,/W/(/\,(It/ S"nlll~ F(l lhiihiid ~/j(j 
• 0 _ • 

~6 (;l) SII\.,;[ Tall)...;l 

A \3 f1C t ~ ofthc :lbo\e 1 ~ 1h: has bC'-=1l found with dlrT..::rent bordcl deSigns BOlh the obverse and re\crs..: ar..: 

III a r3~\:d CIrcle hal InS :t dot 111 Coleh lrmgle of Ihe r:ly but WllhoUI :ln~ d:ltc and I11lnl "n v.! dl\ ISLon of th..: 

ob\erse and IC\ c I s~'lcs,-=nd IS slightly dlffercnl from the above com (Cal no 345) 

T\l)C 8 6 (bLS,h!;[ 1;).n"l1 

Both Ihe ob\ ef"S'-= ;\nd te, els,-= It.:gcnds arc the srun t.! ;\$ Type B6 TIlC border dl:co..1ftlOn ar,-= also Ih~ sa11lc 

but Ih,-= legcnd IS III a lIlulufoll IIlslc;\d of;;'l Circle nnd on Ihe rc\erse lhc tlHrd line lh ,-= re IS /1 jI/I/(I),(/ :Jb«h; 

'tor Jun;))d 5halll'. bd ore: Ih ... 1111111 1I:'1111C Tlus has been rc:ld as m(lJJ(lda AI/allll" FlIlh b) some sehol;lrll' 

Some propose kbullilda Aile/Jill I1Il1lkolm. :ldnllU IIlS the I,;ngr::l\cr's Illlsta)...L· ~lIId al so keep..,,!; III mind Ihe 

usc of the !)hrasc comlllonl~ b) Ill::ln) Sult::lns 'l
<l But ;'lll thl.! coms of tillS I~pe bl.!a r 11\ t; second \\ ord as ;J 

cle:.r'Sh:.hl' So Ihcn.: IS htlk pOSS lbllll~ of readmg 1I ;'1S '::II F;'Ith' TIle first POrt lOIl Ihough difficu lt 10 read 

Itt Blochl1l;um. Con1 1l1>1I1101l5. IS73.p 2~2 
I II G S. Fand. NO. Il.pan 1{ 1')1~ ) .p (,I) 
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seems also \er~ closc 10 ':I I JU lla~ad Shalu', so there IS no scope of COIIJcclunng II :IS kh(lIl(I(/t1 AI/(lh" 

mlilkahll :IS conecl\l,:d b~ f alld In thIS \arelt~ a Ile\, mml Ilame Madaran XX7has cOllie to II£hl (Cat no 

J46) 

T,I>C 87, S!lH;r Tanka 

The obverse be:lrs n. 100 lb legend In ArabiC III fi vt.: lI nes (I" Sul!an 11'1 mWI{/" "ar bl lIiiri'l "m.~ftI,"i(. lldhi 

01 mllkltii/(lb S/l/~{i" III J(-,III(/", ,F al ),(Iq;ilf hi nlllwiihuJah, 'Ihe Sullan who IS enlightened b~ the IIghl of 

Ihe chosen :md I)" II!!: . \,ho IS cnlllll..'(1 Sultan or lhose \\ 110 au,; dl.:\ otcd to "Iglb :md contempl:lllon' 

The rcvcrsl.! be:l r:; nlso a long legend 111 SIX hnes III ArabiC (I.) Shykh /1'1 m/l)liwlrI " qadat1ll 'r Has;;l .laliil 

lid dllllylT \I {I (I ,II;, f/hii (/ 11II1I;(I{far FtI(~1 .'il.ll1h ( IS SII/fi,,, ,hI! Ma!u"nd ::iJ.1{1h tlI Sul{(IN /)arll(J (Jorh 890, 

'th l.: sha~ "l l. \\ho 11,lI ls 011": Ihe quad,11ll R:tsul Jalal u'd dUIl\:\ \\;1'd dill nbu 'lllIllI.:lfl:'r F:1lh $11;Ih, Ihe son 

ofSult;\1\ /l. 1;\hllllld ~hah Ihl.: mllli xl)(J «(:11 no 347) 

The obu.:rsc be:lrs III a 1'3~ed Circle the K:t1 l1na "lid the nu nl n;une Kh:1z..1 nah . dale H90 It may be nOled 

here Ihal usuall~ Ihe " alll11:1 m coms complt.: lcs III 1\\0 lines, \\llIlc the mlllt n:unc IS presenl III the last Imc 

\11th d .. lc But III Ilus particular COlllthe \\ord Allah of Rasul Allah has been placl..-d at the bcgll1l11g of the 

thIrd (l:1st) hne \\lIh the mill{ name 11le rC\t.:rsc also 11\ a r.J.;..cd Circle IS most I) cut olTthc nan It bears a 

long kgl.:nd III fl\ e llI1t.:s III ArabiC .lalii1 /I'd ,b/JI)'ii II a'" d,i, aM/I "'"~(lJfar IW mlmd all NahT wa 1I(i.~'m' 

a.,J}lihIJII F{/I~' Shiflt (/, \'II/!iin Ihl! Ma!m,ii" :gUll! a,\' Slil!"" , 'Glol') of Ihe I\orld and religion futht.:r of 

tht: 'IClol"\ :lIld 1'0110\\ ":1 (l rlhe Prophl.:l. F:1Ih Shah \\ ho IS helper of the COl1lp:\1110n~ of th l.: Prophel. the 

Sulta" son of M:lhl1llld Shah Ihe Sul tan' Tlus IS a 111..'\\ t) pe of COUl nol n:ported or pu blJshed t.::l rhn (C;\! 

110 3410 

r\OCo\) SIII\;r l illl"a 

A ulUqut.: COlli I~ reported b~ G S F .. nd 111 Nw",""tll ,(,' /)11:,t' \/ HI 11J7x ll \ fhe ob\t.:rst.: tx.'3 rs III a ra~cd 

ClIck the h.:gcnd III ArabiC, UI S/lI(illl 01 .\ht/hr hlmurtd W(I kh[im/l/I A~b{ihtl" , hll t;ft(lI~(11 

Allei}' 11(/ IthlluC,-I\' (I) (d KI}tl(t/af 110 (,IcJ,~/ar, 'The Sultan f;\/llOUS follo\\ cr of and fifth 

companion \ u.:cgcn:1lI of God and lo\\ards Ihe c"pll,,1 al1d a green land' G,S Fand had read and 

tr.lIlSI:1led Ih~ t~\1 Thl' COlli IS punched and the Icgend IS dlsloned due 10 blur .. nd ponlons an: Illegible It 

1n;1~ C0I1)I.'Ctur.J.lh be rC;ld ,IS fol1o\\s," as Sullan I al hahir bl mlllldlln IN:tbil/wa kh5.nllslI A~!lab lluJ al 

iglilafat b .. 'm:i\;\11 AlI~lh rub:l ru~e at Klulafat It Mlsr"and lhe mcanlllll!1, \\ould be ·'Thc Sult:1n \\ho IS 

ramous :\s fo llo\\er of the Prophet and IllS lifth comp:tlllon the Klulaf:1I b~ Ihl.: hdl) or ,\lJah \\ hlch IS 

cquII :1knt to th t.: "llIlar:1I or Egypt' 

II ' G S F:md, "Two COlliS or Jal"luddm Fmh Shah OrBcll,!;:lI'.MllI p(lrl 2.( 11J78),pp 72·13 
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The reverse kgcnrJ III ~ r:l) cd Circle also but mOSt of It IS cut all' Ih l,; nan . III Arablc II rcads (II mlllum'l! or 

11'0'1 (;M!ii,. .I11/mll'd dlfll,l'ti 11 1I'd ,";1 ahit'l flllI;(I{/{II' NII!I ,'ilJiih (1\ SIII!l,n tim M(I~lIl/iid ,'Wiih /II 

SlIlf,i" I:Jy.dl/1ufl 81): 'Thc IllulIllilated , the I>crdom:rl Jilln lud du nYil \\;ul dill abul Mu za lf:u Fath S h~lh 

Sultrln son of 1\ I:1hl1l ll(1 Shah The Sultan. The Ircasur~ XY2AH' 1'hl.: Arabic (1.::0;:1 and the meanmg IS ~\t:n 

by G. S Fand But the first two Imes an: cff..'1ced. so It is vcry difficult to dl.:clpher l1le rcadmg of Fa-nd 

partlcu l a rl ~ (l1,1II1II(/I\'IUIY of lllc Ii rSlllilc qualllic.s Su lt:m but l"e second \\ ord (II (i(l{jiir a nOll n IlIcanmg 

'pardolll;r' onc of the namcs of Allah cannOI be cOIlJolrled 10 'muna\\war' So It may bc read (1/ nlllfJ(lw',wr 

(/.\' SIIIra" hili (/1 SII/(t/1I 'the Illullllllated Sultan SOli of thc Sultan' G S Fand cxplamcd b) Ihe \\ord 

&hams (/lh6hallll :u; Fath Shah consldcn:d himself 3S 'fifth compamon of the saml' and poinloo out that the 

name of the samt IS 'of course mi ssing' but he did not mentioned who the olhcr companions "erc R:tther 

II IS l1Io r~ pl:lIlSl bk to c()nJ~c t un: (1/1 Noht after Ihe \\ord mltr,eI (follower) 11l3t \\ould mC~1Il that the 

Sullan IS f:U110US :l:- a fol1o\\cr of the Prophet and IllS fifth compamons. hJ...c Omar Ibn Abdul AZlz. who IS 

regardcd as the titlh piOUS Kha hfa lllerl.! IS the mention of thc Klw l. fa and Klulafat in the legend but 111 

the I~t 1ll1c thl.! conJuctural rc::.dmg of 'Kh::. li f.'1 of Egypt' is doubtful. If th.s readmg is conslden .. :d corrcct 

then it \\ ould Hld lca le nO( ani) the Khd::.fat of Fath Shah but an equi valent Khilaf:l.I of BlIrJI M:llll luks of 

Eg,,\ PI 111 Bellg:l l The \'elgln Orl ile COIil IS II graws. dlameter 31 mm 

T)'l)e 01 0 S.h el Tanka {L[Ql1 Twcl 

The obverse III a Circle COI1\:l IllS a figure of a staT1dl1lg hon 10 nght The m'lTgil1 IS dhglble 111e r .... vcrsc 

bears the: 1cgcnd 111 '\I :lbIC JI1 :1 Circle (Ibii/ mtq(I//(I/' I-'(lib Shah m S/I!!(1f/ Ihn MaJynnd .'-ibi'i/! (I" SII!!{fn. 

M/t~(/m/llml{ihtld ,,'S8 (1\ 11). plobably the 1llcrgin of the obverse cont::lIllS the nllssmg P:lI'l of the Icgend 

(,/oW/II'd cbmyt; 1I(,'d tli;, etc) The \\clght of the coin IS 10 (, gr~\m nlld the dlJlI1eter 25 111111 11 •• 

1\pe811 SII\I,;rTanJ...aILlonl\pc) 

111e ob\erse: IS the same ;IS the COlli abo\e TYPI! B IU but the; fi~ure of (he hon IS 10 the Ie:ft . IS :llso III a 

cl rclc The f\'\":I~' Iq;i.'nu 11\ :t (Irck .Ialiillid dl/l1,l~i IHM 1.11;, (lMil I1/Il;lI/lar Farl' ,'i!.JlIh til .\'u/!tTn ,hn 

Mo!uurid Silli" II~ .\II /!illl. the lillllcgend IS sn ell on re\'ers.; The weight of the COlli IS 103 1 gram and Ihe 

ckulletcr 1-111111111' 

Tvpc B 12, Sl l ~cr Tank:1 

The ob\cs.c bl.::trs 111 ;1 cellt ral CIrcle a \\ hcd or sun of sl!vcn flaps haVing n broad 111argln out side the circle 

contalmng an IIldlSlll\CI lcgcnd. But from ail ill ustration of such a coin in Rajgor we lila) guess the legend 

of thl! ll1:lrgll1. "hlch IS the ":lhll1a Most probably the nlln t and d~lte an,: inscnbed arou nd the clrch:, partly 

of (hc fbn 

II'" SeA, COlli 110 x(,' 
II' seA. COlli 110 X(,:-i 
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The rc\erse IS Ih..: S;l I11\.' as Ih\.' ob\t:rsc The.: marglll IS IIldlslmcl The n:\ e.:rse IIlustmlcd 111 RaJgor deplcls 

Ihe name of th..: Suh:1Il III the margmU
- , the rull II;gl,;l1d IS IIOt Il:.ldablc due 10 IlIeglbdll ~ and partial 

prescnce of tile Ibn Till' ,\c lght of the com IS J() 43 gT:lI1lS :llld dl ~Ull l.: t l.:r 261llnl 

1'\'0," BI ;\ Sill er h:lJfT.U1~a 

The ob\t!rsl.: IS III a cll cll; thl,; Kailina III t\\ O hnl,;S and the thud hne.: conlams Iht: dat c MIS') Tht: feverse IS 11\ 

a clrde. the leg.:nd 111 ,\ r;.blc (I'> SII /[UII ,bn '1\ S,,/!(II/ .!aMMc/ dUfI)'o wull (/iil ahill mll~(lII(lr HII~' ,V]iih 

."i1l/((I" . The "elgll1ls .:, 2)( s r;lIlls. (iI:uue.: le.:r IS 2 1111111 

'I" 'pe B 14; Slh Cr<llli!r'Ie.:r' Tallka 

The obverse III a CHCil.: bea rs Ih l.: Icge.:nd III Arabic III fiVe.: line.:s the same as Ihal of the obwrsc of COIll 

Type.: B5. The TI.:\ersl.! b"::'IfS the legend in a Circle 111 fi\ 1.: Irnes. same as Ihl,; n.;\crse.: Icge.:nd orTl pe 8S bUI 

the mm! LS Kh:'lJ:'Inah Xl)tl Thl.: \\clght IS 2 57 gm lllS and dLal1l~lcr IS 16mlll 

Jabl uddm F;'Ilh Shah. LHLllalcd hL s sdwr COHIS. probably \\llh Ih l.: Karima I) pc. III XX6.'\H from the L11Ill1S 

of Fathabad. DadmJ darb Ihe.: bl l.: r seemcd 10 be.: Cllllalcd III the C:lpilal , (Type 0 I. B la. 82 ~ nd B2:1) and no 

com of F:llh Shah h:lS bec:n round with thl! mini nallll.: of the capital. F'Lnl z.lbad. BUI 110 111.: of hiS three 

I..no\~ n gold coms rr~ IX A I. A2. A3) ~r tJle Kaillna and Iu s gold COIl1 T~ pc A I of F31habad nlUlI dated 

XX(, ma~ be r~ .. garded :1 ::. 111$ coronation com 

lie lISI.-d both thl.! ~lln~ all 'abu l mujJhld' and 'abul muzaffar' for the Kallnla I) pes, T) p..: B I. 82. Bla :lnd 

ISSUl.:d from F:ltha b:l<L Dafud darb and Khapuah. Ihe treasury. which Jlla~ be cons rd..:red 10 b!,.': 111 th l.: 

c:lpllal also IIJ.. c: ' !h~' nun!' (I C D:lnld d:lrb) 

Qlhl,,'f Ih:'l n K:l III Il:'l !\1>1.· COLI1S F:llh h3h III gcncr:l l used thl.: ob\c rsl.; and fe\, er~1.: to COllt:l1ll hIS Llame ;md 

IllS father's lIallle dl\ldlllg the Il.;gl.:nd III to t\\ O " .1115 

Type 84. stnLck from Oa rud darb dated M~6 . 1I11llar to Type 84. 8 5 and B6 the COIilS bear Ihe kgend III 

to 1\\0 paris COI1!:l1ll1l1g both thl,,' obH:rsl.: :ll1d rc:\e.:rse Sldc:.s. bu t Type 135 bl.!ra5 thl.: expreSSion ,,,11Ich has 

bl.'Cll n:,:ld as SII.llId ."ii.Jahi b~ Ohattas..ll1"'j and :ldmlltcd b~ Karim' l" . I;l.sl bu t one lin!,.': on the I\:\'ersc, 

before the IllLllt n:lUll' L.k":\\ lsc: Type 86 COlli cont:III1S 111 the S.:ttne place another expresSion oj J:iltldfn 

::ibiilf'i orne CUILIS of Fath Shah bC.1f a few C~p I\:SS I OIlS al the cnd of the re\ I.: rSe lege.:nd berorl.: Ihe nlllll 

Ilame.: \\ luch scholars h:l\ c n:::ld dlffl.:ren t l~ cLlhcr SII),fIll.5buhi (T) pc 65) or (II {hi 1(1111 ,'ilmhi (T~ pe 86) L:I 

or Maida A",j/llll/ '(1/~' . (T~ pI.: 13(' (b)). 

II - R!UgOf. P ' I . n pc " I" 
n" H H R C:L1alog;,c . ILI! md LlCllolI. p XII 
I'" ~ Corpus.. P 101 , .. 
.. elochmilllll. COlLlnbullo lI~ , IN7l .no J, p 11'11, pi IX. com no X 
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BlochmJnn III JASIl (I X73) reads th t.: cxprt.:SSIOll as 'maJdahu AII;'lh al F:llh' wh ich ha~ bet.:n acccpted by 

Karim as corn.:ct l
:' K;1f1nl objected the readlllg of Bourdillon in th t.: IMC. which 1$ 'c'< ;1CI replica of 

Blochmann's COlli ' alld r~au as ';\1 Husain Shahi' in tht: IMe 11114
, According 10 Karim, il should also b\! 

maJdahu Albhd F:lIh L;I1l t.: Poole gave the rc;ldl1lg of a COIl1 ;1S al Husalll Shah i III Ihe BMC'~·. which 

Karlin adrlllllCU as correct 

'cholnrs dt.:al \\ rth Ihes\! Ihrt.:e expressions indi vidually and only Kanm and G. S. Farid tned 10 c.'< pJain 

them to reach a conclUSlO11 

Hubrbliliah and T:lr:lfdar took Ihe ex prc.ss ion 'aJ J lusain Shahl ' as the popular name of Fath Shah like thc 

popular nam!'; of R:ldaf Shahl of Ghi)':lsuddm Mahmud of the Husa mi Dynastyr:r,. Both thc schobrs 

c.."pl :ulI the Icrll1 :.1 HlI5all l Sh:ll l1 but desisled 10 comment on Ihe other 1\\0 c"p reSS10 tlS \ Il. 'Suyad Shahl' 

and 'i\'laJd:l 1\11:l hul Fath' Bh:l ttasall qucstlOned \\ hether F:lth Shah \\as the dccendcl1t of Ilusain Shah of 

Jallnpur and Ih:\I h;lS blTIl II ld re.ncd b~ al HUs:llll Shalll 

Abdul Karl lll rind G S Farid both explained the three exp ressions of the cOIl1S of Fmh Sh~11 1. Karim took 

the terms ';11 HUS:l11l SlIall1' :lIld 'Sur;ld Shahi' as regards or rewards shown to the Kmg nl:l kcrs b) Fath 

Shah 11\ hi S tOIllS Th':l1 the f::ul1 ily of S)'cd Husn1l1. son of Sycd Ashrnf al HUS:'lllll (Ialer Sltl tan Husn in 

Shah) comnbult.:d a gn:al dea l 10 the caplUnllg of lhe th rone U) Fath Shah \\llIell as r\:gards to the Hus.:uni 

fa ll1lly inscn b",'(f b~ Fath on the C01l1S Karim thmks th:lI SUY:ld Slialu on the eoms of Fath Shah 111a) refer 

10 S~cd Ashrni' al l lllS<Lm l :l lld 'a l Husa ll1 shahl ' lIlay CIlher referred to Husain of 5)'cd Ashraf al HUs:l llll or 

the n:unc of IllS SOil S~~d Hosa lll \\ ho supporh:d Fath But this ~lssumpl lon of Karim is cnt lSlzed by 

Mukh;Ip~ldh~a, allli G S Fand MII"hapadh~a\ plead.:d thaI there arc so llIan ~ CX;1Il1 I)les or KlIlg makcrs 

III hlstor:- \\hose 1I:1I11~S :m: 11~\(:r been ment IOned b) Klllgs on thclr cOins as rcgards G S Fand OPIII.:d 

that If \\e :u.:c.:~pt Karim's proposal :IS correct then all the C:lrl ~ COIilS and 1Il5CflPii OilS of Falh Sh'lh dated 

X:-Itl shoLl ld IIl"cnbed III.: II:IIII.:S of Kmg makers But hiS carl ~ inscript ion or xx6 and Ihe COIil dated XX6 do 

110t bear thai !.:'preSSIOIlS RalllL;1 Fand took aJ '1l1sain Shal1l ' :1S all error that \\:1S common 111 Ucngal, for 

':11 J U l1 a~:ld Sh:lh,' I Ie proposed th:lt Juna~cd Sh;'lh ilia) be the popular nal1l!.: of Fat h Shah \dueh W~IS 

IIlscribcd III IllS COIllS
1
: - i \ boll l SUY:ld Shalll Farid 15 of the op lilion that the \\ord aClUa ll ~ IS 'S usad Shahl' 

which he cOII ~ldcrs ;"IS a Illistake of the engra vers ;"Ind as thL; \\ord is meanmglcss so he IS lIlfavour of the 

cOIIJcctural r~'~l th l1g Ih:'II ', Llyad hahi' stands for 'Kkdbdalla hu Mulkahu ' Farid admlles the readmg of 

Biochlllann 'm:IJda AII: lhLl :II Fath' as correct Aceordlllg 10 Fand \\hat has bl;cn read 111 JMC COlli no 1 5~ 

, " . Corpus,p lOI 
1:1 IMt . 11. P IMI. COlli 110 1,1 
' " B e' ) - M _ P __ "). COIII ILO q 

':r. HB. 11. p P ( •. fn , 110 I. HSB. P_2>U. FII. 
I:' ND. \01 II. p.l rI II (l97S). P ')(, 
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:1S :11 I III S~IIII Sh:11 IS "u~n:ad :uld should be 'ln3Jd:1hll AlI;1i1 hul F:lIh' He prol>OSCS that thl; re3dlllg of 31 

Husam Shah, should be re;ld:ls:11 Jun:l~d h:lhl 

One Ih1l1& should b~ r.:ml,;mbered he(e 111m the so cn lk:d al 11\1$a1l1 SIKlhl or al Jurmyd 'hnhl. III c:!.ch casc 

bears a Snlnll hOrlJoIII:1l b:!. r bforc the letter 'L;'Il1I' and there IS no HHtml 'AIlf It s(..'C tlled th:lI Ilus hon zonl:!.l 

bar dcnollng th..: Icth:r 'K:'!!' though It IS: dl,;louchcd rrom [he \~ord . sulI II IS pl:-lu slblc to 100ke It ;'IS a 'K:'lf 

Then thl; read III£. \\111 hI." kaJunayd Shahl i e 'l1kc Jun:l)'d Shahi' There IS no reference 3\ ;ulablc of any 

JUII:I}d o f th l.! pel.od ,11 popula r nallle Qr lhe Sulral! So thl; olgll1nlmenl1ll1g of Ihe word IS vel) diffi cult to 

COIICIC\ e It IS 10 be rcnwm ber hl.: re thai in a collllyvc (T~pc BK) Fath 'hah clallllcd Ilimscifas 'Kuchmard 

Sh3h.' (dlscuss .. -d lah.:r) Could Ilus 'k:lJunayd Shal ' be 'Kuchmard Shahl '" Only by adJtlltlll1g the 

nHsspelllll,!; of thl; I."llgr", IIlg. as proposed by Farid . L.kc" ISC there IS a small nOUrISh :It the bcgml1l11g of 

the lener '''''/11 of SU':ld Shahl ,\llIch tll:l, be I:)ken :IS an milial Kaf Adllllttms somc IIIgnl\ IlIg nllst:1ke It 

could be n:;I(\ .I~ Km:hlll<"ld Sl1:1JlI :lIsa. but It 111<"1) 1101 swnd lor Kha li;!d:l lklhu Mulkallu as pruposctl b,· 
F:ITld. bccau~e Ihac 1<:' :I cie:l r 'Shahl' nt tllc end In Ihe S:lllle ,\ a~. 13lochlll:tr111'S readmg of ·r .... l aJd~1 Al1:1hu 

:11 Falh' should b~' e'IIH.: r ' ~alun:lyd Shahl'or 'Kuchmard Shahi '. becallse till': word 'Sh<"lll1' IS 31lhe end 

The rl.:adlllg of the \\onl Albh of maJcl1 Allah IS ,el') doubtli.1 Kanm rcad a com of f:-llh Shah 111 the 

CUMC (COlli 110 12K) 35 'SI~and:1r Sani' but It should be re.1d as 'KaJu lla) d Shah. ' llH': rcadmg of 

.kandcr IS not al all COII \ I .. 'nelllg llu.s com is a vancl~' of Type B6 Without the mmt name and date 

Type 83 IS a commC1l10r<"l II\C com lound onl~ 111 si lvcr \\llh 'K uchmard Sh:thl ' at th l.: end beron.:: Ihe 1111111 

name and date The 1111111 lIamc IS F:lIhabad. dated 896 Why he prOCI311111.-d thiS lJlle 'Kuchmard' then: IS 

no mdlcatlon of that III I1lstOI')' But II lIlay be assumed from the COlli Icgel1d Ihal Fath Sh:lh occupied a 

p:m of the Klich are:l From the Blrol I11 SCnpllOll of S:lIruddlil Flnlz (Alms Mal ik Andil) scholars 

concluded Iha t \I:'III\.. '\ l1dll rebel led :tga l1lst F:nh and c:1 rHxl oul a PflC I P;IIII ~ IIC<lr the f ront lcr ;ldJ:lCCllt 10 
,", Kuch area · T hL' dJh,: 01 the IOscrq){loll IS ~~'J So It lila, bI." assull\l, .. d Ihal 111 lS~O Fatl! nlarched ag;u nS1 

And.1 and ~' l tl1 O: f all':l ;l \ ICIOr:- of JlISt at the tlllll; of lll:l re h1ll~ FOIh d .. -cl.m:d hlillSd f as 'K ilchl1l:ml 5I1:1hl ', 

conqueror or th!: Kuch afl!:t 

If "e admit th l.:. C\ I)(I,;$.\I IOII Ka Husain S113.Iu or Ka JUIla)'d ShaJlI (discussed above) for Kuchmard Shalu 

then II also should l>1: :ldllllt\l:d thm from the vc!') bcg.inlllllg of Fath's reign he was 111 commous confl lcl 

\\ lIh Kuch rll lc r~ It ~onll11 ul.'d from Stifl to 8YO, and JU SI at thl: bCgllltll1lg he announced tlte VIctOry 

\\ Ithout ha\ 1Ilg. II III re;l ll l~ Aller the proper , IClory .n 390 F:lth struc\" the commemoratl vc COl li 63. This 

type was also lOll lid \\ lllIoUI date :lnd mill! 11;lme and ma) be rc.~gardcd as :til Initial stnckmg before the 

\1Clory It should also be lIoted that pn.:sent d:l ~ O.rol 111 Ihc dlstncl of DHlaJPur " :1$ to soml! t!..xtcnt the: 

fronucr of the Koch COll1l\1'\ dUring the penod concc nled 
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One of the uuportant C01l1 1\ pes of Fath Sh:lh IS T) pc Bi n, the hOIl type Li ke hiS falher he also continued 

10 dep ict an Illiage of a 11 011 111 Ius COIilS. both 11 011 to n~ht (Typl,; 61 0) anti hon 10 lell (T,»e (311 ) :lrI,: 

found III IllS C0ll15 Lion \\as a unn'crsa! ro)'al s~lllbol of po\\~r and strcn~th for the KIII!;S It is to be 

n':l1ll,;lHben;d that Jalal lIddlll Muhammad Shah IIltroduccd first the image of a hon III hiS coms Probabl) 

thl,; Slilliiar condi liolls Ilre\;tlkd dUring Ih l.: reIgn of :lSlnlddllll\'Ia.hl1llld and Falh . polillca l or r~glonal. 

Fah Sh~h's T~ p;; B 11 1:- :1 tllIlIltiC COllI 110\ slrud. bcforr.! or :1I1cr F:uh b~ an~ Bl: n~;t 1 Suit :lII In the ccn ter IS 

a symbol of a Still or :l "heel on both sides 3nd the legend IS 011 tIll': m3rglll as aln.':~ld) n 1\.~ntlolled Wh 

Fath d~l)ccled a Still 011 Ihe COlliS, IS 1101 l1lenllOIlr.!d III all) source SUII IS the S) mbo! of all powerfull and 

probabJ) 10 Iwblielse hiS power nlld authoril ), or 10 denote IllS name 'Jabl', \vhlCh meanS 'splendour'. No 

contel11poran SUit :11\ 11\ and around I3cngal us;;d tillS sYlilbol 011 their COlliS Therefore, It lUay be 

consldl.: rcd a .... ;'In 111110\ :111011 of Fatlt Shall. 

The nlost 1Il1110l1ant and uncommon of Falh Shah's coms arc the Types B7, B8 and B9, Among these Type 

87 IS also found In Gold (T~pc AI) Typc 87 legend sho\\s Ihat rath Shah Clalllled lul1\sc lfas the 'Sultan 

of those \\ho ;ue d,,\ot\.:d to "Igi l and c:olllelllplatloll , the old ;lItend;1I11 for the 'Qad:l111 R:lsul' and 111 Type 

13K he clallm:d to be a followcr of Prophl.1 or a Der\'Jsh (Ihe \\ord denOI:llllg the name IS nOI ck .... r on the 

com) JI1a~ Ix; the.: Moulan;l Barkhurdar TillS Dervish who 1lJ;\Y be mentloncd Ul the SI.'Cond Mahdlpur 

IIISCflpllOI1 of F:lIh Sh:lh l;O> 11 \ T)JlC 8 9 Fath Shah ci3J11100 11Illlse.: lf;'ls the 'Su ltan who IS mlllous as a 

fo llo\\er of the PrOIJhcl :'Illd hiS five COl1lpalH0I1S of Ihl.; KllilafaH·R;lsluda ;\I1d the IIIUlI1l1laled J:l1:l1 uddll1 

F:llh' All Iltc!;\,.' lI\\ sllC Illks IIldlcate Jalaluddm Fath's \ cnerallon for rd lglon ~lI1d religIous actn ll) 

p;tr1lcul:l r l~ of Ih~' hill: of \\l a'nfal or dl\ me knowledge It 11\3) be recalled herc that III the IIlSCnptlon of 

Mahdll)Ur, G,lUd, F~llh .')h'lh cl;\IIl1ed hUllSt.: lf as 'Kaslllfu asr;l rul QUInn. ';11111111 ulllillul ad~l l1 \\al abd:IIl', 

're\ l!.llcr of the :-"C fl.'\S of the Qllr:Ul, le:lntcd 111 the sCiences of rdlglon and body,I'I' Karlin cOnul\\.:nt"d Oil 

Ihl s IIlSCnptlon Ih,lI 'If Ih" IIt lc..." trul~ rellect the charccter and l)erSOnlh l~ of the Sultan, Jalll al dill Fath 

\\as rr.!all~ a Ir.!f;' r>O\\Cfli ll I..utg He "as a Ir.!Mm.:d 1/111/(/\\/1' hcm!; abk 10 c-.:))In lll Ihe seerates of tht.: 

Quran,ill Thl.! C01l1!' also corroboratc thIS As COinS reached the pubhc dlrccll~. the.: Suitan \\ould probabl)' 

1101 go 10 th~' ~\ te llt of l11aL..lIl£, a lal se clalill to tile 11311011 as a \\ hole 

Though 110 C01l1 of Fl th cl:iull"d Ihe (onnul:l 'K h:lhf:lI Alkdt bll Hu.uat \\al Burhnn' bllt the GUlllllant 

mosque IIISCrl l)(IOI1 b,,;ar ~ tlu s IOrl11\11a II I,; did 110t usc lugh sou ndlllg tJlles hke 'Sultan us salalUl' III COlli 

It.:gcnds, but 11\ IIISCnptlOI1 these til ies arc foundl1~ 'Shalkhulmup\\lr II Qadam Rasu l' (old serva.nl for the 

1001 pflnt of Ihe Prophet) indicatr.!S his devotion 10 the rdig.ious places (T) pc 87). Thc Qadam Rasul , 

I!~ Slllial1l A1I101 PI' lX-l·1X'i . Dusho Ollchhar. PII 2(, .. .. (,5 

I:Y lB. IV, II 11". CAPIB no 7 7N, I) 207 · g 
I"' IB. IV, P IH . CMIIB no (d 7. PI) 2115 .. 7 
1'1 CAVill PP 2117 .2ux 
• t: rbld 
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ca rlu.:r \\as al th ... ('Iull:l "h311:1. of Shah Jalaluddl11 TabrlZl at Pandu3 :'Illd lall.!r II \\:'IS remO\l.!d b) Husain 

Shah to Gaud l" Probabh Fath Shah as:l dl.!\'oll,:c of Shah J;]I:11 Tabn z.llIs\.'<! 10 \ ISlt thl.: Chilia Khana and 

Qadam RaslIl. allli IllS dC\Ollon to the Dcr. lsh ~lIld the footpnnt are Illl.:I1tlOIlCd 0 11 the COIl1 T)pc 8 13 and 

914 arc 1\\0 fr.:lCllOllJI COl li of FJth Shah whlch Indicate that trade ;md commcrce of Ihe perrod n(.'Cdcd thc 

fractional COIl1' for tl":'lI'a(tI01l5 Gcncr.lll~ fmcllonal COlliS of lhc I3cIIg31 u11311:t arc 13rc 

blaluddlll F:llh':s COIns arl.: dated fonll N86 to X92 (Type 9 9) nle COlliS rc\cal Ihal hc ru lc.:d for SC\l,:n 

~..:ars \\llIch IS q)IIIC hQ" cons rst:ml \\'lIh the duralloll &I\'CI1 111 thc Rlya7 Accordmg to Rlaz thc duratIon 

IS seven ~e:lrs fi\c lllOllth !' Il ut lhc Brrllsh Mllscuur msc rrpt loll of Falh Shah conl;1II15 thc date X931~ SO. 

hIS reign 1 .. 1111.:5 c,ar...tl~ \\ rlh the du ratloll glvc.n b~ the RI) :\7 

Jalaluddlll Falh Shah \\ :lS :In able nrler and he struck both gold and sll\ cr COIllS ha\'lIlg d\..1lol1lll1allonal 

coms 111 slh cr :tlso The \';mOLlS t)pes of coins rcprcscntlhe taste of the Sultan as \\cll 3S the econOllllC 

condition uf [hI: pl:noo As J practical nller Fath Sh.:lh used the Image of a hon and lhe sun. but Ull Ihe 

otlll.:rhand. hl' pruclalllll...'d 11ll11sclf as a mystic dc\ot<.'C of dl\IIlC kno\\lcdge BUI 110 truc de\otcc or 

p05'\Cssor of de\ mc 10.110\\ kdge pullcll.CS thiS Thcrefore. tJk!SC proclamation of Fath Shah \\ere probabl~ 

for the practical purpose of the pollllcalnt..'Cd of Ihe tlme 

r l' 0:1111. Mu.1111/ , lrdFIIl'tlllrc' III Br'llgol. Dacc.1: Asialic SOCiety of PnktSI;11I. 1960, p 120 
II~ CAPID_ no I} t:O,pp 210-1 L S III HaS: lII. JASP, XIII. no 1.(11}68). pp 41)-55 
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lI allshi (Allvs,ini"n ) Ruler " 893 - 898/ 1~87 - 1492 

Aftcr the murder 01 the b51 ruler Falh Shah of the 1\ .. lahmud Shah. f;'l1l1l~ or the Laler IIv;ts Shah. D~n.,sl~ . 

the aSSasslIl Sh,lh7ada B:-.rbak ascended the throne and assulIled the tltk of Sultan Accordlllg to ,,",rlshta 

Ille second ruk. of Ih" \Iahmud Shah. r:l.11111~ (L<llcr IJ),,~ Shalll) Rul..nurJdm BOIrbak IInportcd mall~ 

Ab) sSlIlIan s laH:!> ;md dcpuh:d them 111 hlSh el\ll ;md 111111131) POSitions III the Sultan:.!' \\ ll h the stale 

p:llrOIlI Zlllons dUrlug the nile of Barbak Shah and hi s son. Yusuf Shah. the' bcc.1nlC \1;1") po\\crful 

/\Ithough F:lIh Shah n.:~lr:\lmxl them 51!\ crdy= the) had IIItngucd ;lg::III1S1 hun under the 11!..1dcrshljl of all 

Ab~ ss inl'lIt th\! dlll'l" eunuch or tht: palace (Kim 3Jascra) Sh:tllLada llarb:.k \\ ho \\ It II tht; hdp of the Palks 

(bodygu:lrds) uf Ihl: 51111 :111 succct..-dcd III mu rdering F;uh Shah one night l Slwh7..adn U::lmbk ::lSSUIIIl.-d Ihc 

name Ghl\asuddlll O::l lbak Shah bUI could nOI rule for 1I long 11I1It: Soon :tflCf ht: W3S also murdered b~ 

M:th~ And!! another Ilub:;:11I noble Allllnil ulllura of the Illlle of Fnth Shah and assumed po\\cr IIJbshl 

rule contllluw III Ikn~.ll for SI\' ~cars \\1111 fouf nllers Among Ihose four ulih one. Qutbudum Mahll1ud 

III\.' Ilurd rukr "uCCI,.\.'{kd Ih~ throlll.: from hiS f;lliler ~13h~ Andll the 0111\.', 1\\0 had 110 blood rc!atlonshlp 

but \\ere from the S;II111.: Il.:l.bslu stock Alllhc four micrs slruek slhcr COUlS III their 0'\11 name. cxcept the 

h\O rulers. Salfmldlll Fl rul. :lIId Muza.fTaf Shah \\ho slmck ~IIIS III both gold and slllocr The four mlers 

arc I) Sultan Sh:lhz=ld.. Jh3$ GllIyasuddlil 83rb:l\... II) Mahk Andtl alms S,lIfuddlil Fu'uz lit) Hts son 

Qutbuddlll f<. lahmud and,,) Sidl Bada .. Ol\\ano. all;!s Sh:lIl1Suddlll f\·IU7 .. '1fTar Shah 

I. G hiy:ts uddill Ihrb!lk 893 / 1487 

The lirs! mler uf Ihc I lah~ !lI s \\as Barbak \\ho was the Kh\\J.Jascra (Chief cUllac" of Ih\.' p:ll:\c<:) of FJ.lh 

Shah Aft l.: r hi S OISI;I.:IlSlon to thl.: throm: Barbak adopted the I)ollc), of cxtl.:OIIIllJ.llIIg non-Habshl noblr.:.s as 

\\cll 3S opponl.:llb /r om thc Il.lbsllis al1d n:pJaccd 1111:111 b~ 1 0~;l 1 men Accordmg 10 Ihe Rty:'ll Mall~ AmJd , 

th l! commandl.!r of Illc forces \\3S In a fronllcr c:unp:ugn al the IIIllC of Il l\.: murder of Falh Shah He \\~IS 

summoned b~ th..: nc.: \\ ~lIIg B:ubak 11lerc IS a long stur) abou l Ihl~ confrOnl:ltlon bc(\\I..'C1l Mahk And ll 

3nd O:lfbak and J\ ndll .. \0\\ of loyalt~ b~ (ouelllng Ihe 1-101) QUlali as repolll.'CI b~ both Tafl~h. I . Flfls l;1h 

and RI~ alU':- Sal:l ll11 l 1\lIIon£ [he modern IUSIOn:lII.s R 0 Oanar) t..'I,: and llablbullah have 13~enlllls S10r) 

as IIl!C bUI f<.lu~h.lpadh\:\~ r.ust..'d doubls . Abdul Karim :lccepll:d the SIOI) \\ Ilh some hCSt13110n~, and 

qUCSliOl'H.-d Ihe molnc of the murder of B3rbak b~ Andll In the RI)'az t\\ 0 different rc.'\son ha\c been 

gl\cn III onc place It IS Sialt.'d Ih':\1 Malik Andl! was planlllng to sct IllS 0\\ 11 SOIl on the throne. and III 

another placc Ih:1I he \\as a\cngmg the murder of ltl master Falh Shah 

1 l\'luhallllUad Qasilli F1fI~hl , 1 ]CafIUI-,-F,m/nh. Lakhno\\ ,1\1,11 Klshorc. 1 Sf!"-M \101-2, P SKi! 
~ SIIIIIIII1 Amol. p 277 
' HR. II. P 111 
• Un o: . PI' 12 2- 12 __ 
, .",'/1(111111 , II"," P lK j 
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Abdu l Ka rnn on Ihe basIs of tI.!, Ised d:'lte ~87AJ I o f the Blrol mSC rl ptlon of S:ufuddm Finn Shah (r\.1nI.k 

Andll) proposes Ihat ror pohllc;,1 rC350ns Malik Andll left the c.l pltal dUri ng Fath Shah's reign and 

rl!bellcd :lg:UIl ' 1 11 11 11 I k c~u ... cd out a small prlllclp:lhh III Ihe north L'aSlcrn part of the klllgdom. I C III 

and around 1311 01 .II C:I ( p "',:~C l1t OlllajllUf d,strict) If \\C accept ttliS proposlllOII as tnll:. as has lx'Cll 

ndnllltcd b~ MII!.h:lpadha\:1 thl.'l1 II should also be aclmllh.:d Ih;'1 Sha14lda Barba!' s summon to Alldll \\as a 

dcslWl to C."lpIUU; Ihe l:tller Andll also took thl! chance to bl! pr\!scllt t1l the c.1pnal and fulfill IllS o\\n 

deSign ofkll lnig Ilarb:ll. 

In Ilus C:l..'iC Ihel\: \\oul(j be no conSISlellC) \\ Ith th:lt POI'IIOII o fl he SIOry lold m lhe RI) a2 aboul 'A\'cngmg 

thc murder of IllS bcneraclOr' or of consultallon wllh the nobles with the widow of F:lIh Shah ror Ihe 

selection of a SII It:l1l 

Bill If \\ I! aSSlItll l; Ih"l l3" rbal. · s polle) of cxtef1lUn :HlIlg IllS opponents pro\ okcd Andll 10 \'cngc.1nce and 

as a gCllcr.l1 Andll considered hllllself to be a belh . .: r c:lndldatc for thl! throne than B:ub:lk The- SItuation 

created b~ Barba~ alier Fath Shah·s murder \\':IS ' ;erv fnvor.:lblc to Andl!'s dcslg.ns 111us. \\h) b) 

murdcrll1g O:lfb:ll. hI..' pb cl..'d hUllsclf on Ihe throne E\cept the portion of ;:1\ t:1I£.11I£. IllS benefactor rest of 

the stO~ uf RI\ :lL IS consistent With Ihls proposlllOlI If \\c admit the re\l scd fcadlllg da"': of the Bl rol 

mSCllplJon XI\7AII :'b correer 11 11:0 thiS adjustment of the s to~ IS 00\ IOU lIo\\I!,cr. the Blrolmscn pllOll'S 

date has hL'Cli n,:ad from I1t1lc to llllle dlffercntlyb B~uba\.. or SUlt311 Shah7 .. , da reigned for a vcry short 

pCflod llu.:re arc contro\ erSlCS :lbout Ute Icngth of Ius reign and e\< (''11 the RIY3Z gives thrIX: dates. two and 

3 half lIlunths, ~I\ Inolllhs alld elgllt 1II01lths1
• and the Tabaqal+Akb:m glvcs t\\O and a ha l f~mol,ths· 

Barbak ,,,,,,cd ,, 11 \\; 1' C\II1\) 11\ hiS 0\\11 113mc of olle t:ll1b dcnon1tlmtlon :t iler the lola \\ elghl st:tnd:l n.l 

Com:!i of 0 :11 1>.11.. bCC:lIIIC I..lIo\\ n 111 th..: rccenl 1):lSt. 111\,: latc clght lCS of tht.: In'h CCIIIU r) and publlsh1;..'d III the 

JNSlm 1\)1.11 Th~· \ an: \ en. rore :\nd on l ~ a fc\\ :'Ire kuo\\11 mostly II I pnv:lIc colh.:ctlons 

There "re tim ...... • COUl!' of Barbal.. III three sCI)3ratc pm ate collections 111 Dhal.a1":lnd 1\\ 0 COIl1S III Calcutta 

III 1\\ 0 pn\atc collectIon.: I In "II eight to len cOins of Barbak arc I.nO\\11 :uld only ont.: COul 11\ I ht! .INS!. 

/. A K M " aqub All etltltllemlcd \':mO\lS re< ldlngsoflhe scholar) tTl d.11:I11 and g;I\ C IllS 0"11 coml1lCI1IS III Ills boo~ 
.~/t'ct Imhl( (l1II1/'t' r"UlI /·/I1I.!,.upl,,\ Dhaka IslaTIIlc Foun(\;Iuol1 , J \)K8. pp 5K·51J 

Hnn:: (Eng Till ) I) I H 
• Sultolll I,,/II/' p 2K I 1)/1,1/ .. /Jac/rh(lr, p 2(13 . Mu~ h;lp;tdhy:l) .Il so tncl ud~ lite \ IC\\ of ,\ /t"" N ·RIIIIIIII/ \\ Ilieh IS 
IWO 1110nlhs 
<I Mllrtllj:l Basctt - I he first ~ no\\ n COUI of ha/:lda Ba rb;lk the l'labsln Sultans of Bcngal", JNSI. LV, p:.ns 1&2. 
I'P 7(t--7K 

. j 0 1lCCOIII d.lted XI}; of 111 11 11 Dam Nut IS Il1lhc collecllon of Dr lshaqllc Imam. Dhaka. Published In .lN,"'/. LV. 
1'.191 Pp 76·71 One eOltl dated X9 '\ of 11lilll Fi.lthabad IS in the COI1 CCl IOtl of Mr MO/~lIn ll1c1 Hl1ClUC, Dhaka, 
1I lipubilShcd One cOin d. ll ed )<it)' of 1I IIn l Danld Darb IS In the eoll(,:Cllon of Mr Inhckher Aklrn. Dhaka 
II One COlli \\l11L f\II 1),1\\;" .. 111 O;ls h llIenl lOlled 11\ l ) u'/III/Jachhnr. pp 2(, 1·262. ;IIIOII ICI' wilh Mr J P Gocn ~a . III 
Calcllll ;1 
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Vol LVol\\ o III RaJ!,;m and Illno':l! In SeA h:lVC been pllbhsh~d All Jus COinS arc ofa slI1Slc 1)lX: nccordlllg 

10 Ihe COul k gcnd 

T,opc B1 Slh~r T:u!k;l 

°llk! obH.:rsc b-':~lr!' \\llhm a decoraled bordered Circle Ihe K~ILllIa LIl 1\\ 0 hn!';s and the tlurd line conl:uns 

the name of the mlLl[ :md d:lIc 

n le rc\crsc bC;;lI"31 1Il .1 decorated circle like the ob\'\."! lsc Ihe nalllc of the 5LLII:m (j~lI)'ci~· /I 't! dllnyrl w,, °ci ci/il 

(lMi' mll:;allllr !fllrnl/( .'''nll m SIIIW" ~h{/lI(ld(l Alia/III mll/(lIhlf 0 ' Dch'vercI oflhc world and [he rclJbJOIl 

f:lIhcr of VICIOr. IhI U:l\.. Sh;lh thl.! Su lta ll lILay AI bh perpetuale hiS kmgdoLll ' 

In IllIs t ~ l)C 11m.'\: mllll !' h:1\e tx.-cn IllcntloLlcd Fathabad. Dar ltd Darb/Danl Nur aLld Kha7~' Llah Aillhe 

COLLIS bear Ihl.! ~: Iml.! d,ltc. ~l)~ 

RaJgor I)ubh!'hcd a pholograph of a coin of Barbak. \\hlch IS a rather emde patlcrn \\Ith no decoration 

Both thc ob\ crsc and rc\crsc Sides arc either III a Circle or have lettered surfacl."S BUI the legend IS samc ;15 

thc abo\e COLn r'llI.! U I The I11I1lI IS Khaz."mah and tlv,: datc IS the same 1 e X9J 

It 1t1J.~ be Illl!nllOllOO hen: Ihal Barbak did nol cI:llm ·as Sultanu'l A'z."1m· or 'a l adlr III Ius coms Rather he 

"as conlent \\lth on" hiS regnal name Ghl)as uddm and he chose the KIIII)'oh Abul Muzaff:u After Iu s 

proper name thele IS tIll': nord °as Sultan· and nO p:lIl.."ntagc As hI! ,,·as :I u!'urpcr hI! did nOI rnCllllOfI Lhe 

fonnul:1 ·Sultan bill Sultall · 

I k Just follo\\cd the com trodillon of Fath Shah by slmpl)' bcgull l1ng \\1th the rl!gn:11 name \\lthout all) 

c'l:tra IUlc Fath Shah s lasl d;"lled com IS ~91. sO from the CO LlIS cVldence II seems thaI he ndcd up to lS91 

But IllS 13..';1 d.lh:t.i lI1'clLpllon IS S931: and thl! lIe .... t nller. hahlada [l;lrb:ll. ·s com dale IS X93 

Thereforl! It can ff .... 50n;lbl~ be: concluded Ih.'"tt Fath Shah \\3S murderl."d III ~93 Although the RJyuz 

I11rorms liS tilal tIm. h:l]>pcned III 8961\ On the eVldl!l1Ce of dated coms and mscnptlon we mu) nO\\ Ignore 

thc RI ~az nIl; aSs.1S~ 1II Barbak assumed the thronc III 893 and ruled for h.1rdl) SIX months. as the nc.'l:1 

mlcr MaIL!" Andll alias S:ulilddm FlnlL Sh;"lh has cams dated lW3 :1.1$0 

The RI~az tdls us Ihal Uarbal-. st~ lcd hllnsclfas 'Sultan hahada' But hiS CUIIIS rc!h::l1 thallus n.:gn."11 title 

or naml! "as GI1L\:Jsuddlll Barbak Shah as Su ltan l Ie nas th l.! plonL'C1 :Imong Ihl! H:lbslus to cSl3blish thelf 

cI;ulI1 for :1 Sullanal "llIch lasted for onl) SIX years 

I: Brillsh 1\ ln~nlll 1I1\Clllp. no 22'1'). S ('vi Hilssa". JASP (1%K). pp 5U·SO, Mohammad Yll~\lfSlddlq o. INfh,{" nm/ 
I'("r .\/fll' IlO,,", "l IIII' (.ffllll/( /II.'{ I"Ipflllll of iJcIIgnl. MaMklchu~us. USA. 11)')2 (2"'1 cdl1lOn) (hellce-fon ll Ar:lblc :Ind 
PcrSlillllC\1. CIC I 1'" 11 5- 11(, 
1l ll,yn: P 121 
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2, Ma lik Alld il a lia s Sa ifud din Fi l'lll h:lh 893-8%1 1487- 1 ~ 90 

The next I-bhsl,. rukr \\:ts ;"'-lal1k Am!! I, :thoul htlll the RIYaz mforms liS Ih~1 he w~S the prcnlll;r noblC Il1 ~n 

;tnd \\ as at Ihl' r"OIl II~ 1 ;\t Ihl.; IlInl.; of the lIlurdel of Fath Shah :md the ascension to the TIlrOIlC by 

hahz.1da Ba rbak l~ Bllt !:tter on to fulfi l Ius own ambition Malik And. l. by leagUing wllh the body guards 

of the Sult;m Shahz:ld;\ mu rdered the I:lIIer. Just as \lltal' ·hazadn had done aud assumed the throne 

s t~ Irn~ hllllsclf as S: .. fudd lll r ,mz Shah III 893AII Apparently F.ruz assumed the po\\ cr III IW3 Coms 

bearing Ih..: lra ille of S~lIruddll1 Flruz Shnh arc dated from 893AI"I which also support the proposition Ih:\{ 

FinJz assuJlled j)O\\er III XI)3 AH bUI Ihe Blrol InSCrlpl lon of S::ufuddlll Fanlz Shah ad vocates infavour of 

hiS carl~ SClzu re of po\\cr In the northern p;lrI of th l.! Sultanal as alrc.1d) mentlonedl\ n,e Blrol Inscript iOn 

of alfllddll1 FIl Ul ICH,;,lls Ihal hI.; \ \~lS SUllal1 before B:lI'b:lk ·s as:;U I11I)11011 of po\\er Ie Ih!; lonner had 

rebelled a!;a rnst J:t l:l lllddlil Fnth Shah Thl.: Blrol IIlSctlpIJOII 'S da({'! IS cOlllroVl.: rSlal among modern 

lustorlans A lI1oll~ Ihe pr~"~1lI schol:irs Abdul Karim rc:ld the dale:lS KX7 but Rh~Il:lS;lh -.:a dl l.; l read It as 

XX\) ,\fier d lseus:' llI~ .. II tile \ 1(.;\\$ of Ihc scholars A.K 1\-1 Yaqub AI. cOlldud\.!1.1 thai "Thc circu mstantial 

and olher 1Il1l1ll111ll:lt1C :Iud I.:plgral)h ic e\'ldcnccs 11.;3d us 10 assume the rc .. dlll~ of JUnlada al·Akhir 8!W a.<: 

nearer the truth"· Abdul Karlin and Mukhap;ldh) 3) hal'e adnlltted ;ufuddl1l 's early assumpllOn of 

power" Just :lS (he other scholars who de.1h \\ith Birol inSCription had done Even Mukhap:rdhya divtd<..'<i 

Fath hah's rCI!;n III t l\O P:l11S, bt.:forc 1;1,93 and from 1$93 '~ But probably Saifuddin Firuz did nOllSSIIC an) 

corns dunng Ius rebelhon as no COlliS III hiS namc before XQ3 h:lS been repor1 l.:d yt;:1 Th~rl.: IS onc com 

dall.:d X\J2 I, hlCh IS COlhld.;n;d all error of the engra ... er \\ho n;\ crSl.:d the dlgH 6 as 2 111 ArabiC All hiS 

oth l.: r COIllS dat!; !'!Urn XlJ3 ;lIld COlltll1UI.; lip 10 ISY6 The Rlyaz lell s us thai he rllled for Ih ree )1.::l rs!l, \\ llIeh 

S{'!l.:lII ll to be correct AlllO IllS G:uh h npa lIIscnptloll IS d:lled.J lh Muharram X9~ '? mdicallllg thai he st;ulcd 

from Ih l.: be!;lI1ll lll£ of the S:lIl1 C ~cn r for hiS second lI: n1l 

Al l lhc ~1l0\\ 11 1.'0111$ of Frnll an: the lOla \\ l.! lght !'t:l11d:ud and :In.: found III ~old and Silver On I) 1\\ 0 gold 

COI ns an; knO\\11 of one t:mkJ, SII \er cams arc In t\\O dCnOIllIIl:ll IOns. both 0111.; and one hal ftankas 

Accordmg to Ihe 1c~": I1t1 S;r lfuddlll Flnl z's coins :lrc ofa slIlglc type but there arc lll:Iny vantlCS accord ing 

10 Ihelr lll :l r~IIl:1 1 d":s lgns Th\!rc are also \':t Tl:ttlons III the sl) le of calligraphy Most of thl.: dlscovcred 

COlliS arc stnlct.. from Khal. ... nah thc other mints arc Fathabad. Mahmudabad, FI"I~lbad and Dam Noor or 

Darud Darb Omltlru!; th l.: All f of:ld darb ' I c, \\!Hch seems to be Danl Noor Thl.! obsl.!n cd dall.:s arc 

g93.1~N4 , ~1J5 :lIId XY(, Til l.: Bnllsh 1usculll corn known 10 be dated 1S92 should prob:lbly be read K96 Ihe 

ArabiC numl.: rnll\\o :1I1d oS l:\ an: \ cry deceptive to a non-A rab engraver, 

H Rlva; P 122 
I' In' lh,s Chapter Inconncctlon or Fath Shah, 
.<1 A K M Yaqub All .'\t-/eU lroh" (JfId Pt'r,~/(/n Fp'Kraph." Dhaka Islll1l1ic Found,Hion, Il)yg, p 5'1 
" Su1ial1l Allloi. p 21.(.1 
' )1 Dusho Bachhar PI' 2(,-' ·2(,5 
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I \'DC A I ' Gold L1nk:'i 

The obverse 111 nil unl;1 nlClltcd circle the Kalul1:l Ir1 three lines lei illIl/a 11m Allei}, lvltl~l(Imlll(ld }(O,I'lil Allcih, 

the forth bne be:u :, th l.! I1:UlI l.! oflhl.! 111UII and dale. Kha;;al/(lh tY93.The n:vcrsc al so III an orn;lIncllled circle 

benrs Ihe name of the 51111:\11 111 Ar:lbiC S(IIj lid dllfl)'a W(I 't/ diiJ {/hii 'l mll~(lIJiII' I 'i r ii= Sb(fh (IS .)IIIW" 

~CllIlIdll"ii/lll 1111I/4"h" "(I SIII!{lIIlI}/II. 'S\\ord of Ihe \\ orld ,:lI1t! rel1glOn I;llher of Ihe \ ICIO!,) F InJZ Shah 

1ll:1~ Allah pcrpelll:tlc hiS klllgdoill and I)O\\er' «(;11 no 35 8) 

T\<oc A I (a) Ciolt! TIIIl".;l 

BOlh the ob\\.:rsl.! ;lIId le\Crsl.! legcnds afe the same as com T)I)e A I bUlllie IIII1lI IKllne 011 the ob\erse IS 

Fmhab3d 3nd bolh [hc Ch;S lgilS are III a dccor~' I I VI.! bordeJ'1!d circle (Cal 110 359). Onl) 1\\0 of IllS gold 

COlliS arc kno\\ 11 onc 11\ Ih l.! K3w31c Collecllon III Indl:\.. another III the collect 1011 of Ihe Brilish Museum2tl 

Both COlliS :In.: of the S;1llle Iype 111e \\ eighl of the fonner is 106 grams, :lnd the latter 's weight IS 10 1J4 

gralllS :lI1d IS frolll Ihc F:llhJb:ld 11lI1lI 1110ugh bOlh arc of [he same I) I)C ~ el Ihl.! rc IS some dlffcrence 11\ the 

calligraphic Sl ~ Ie 

1\'1)1; BI. SlhcrTjllJk" 

The legl.!lIt! of Ihe Srl\Cf corn IS thc same as the gold COlliS mentioned above: GUI Ihl! murgin:ll deSign of 

[hI.! Slhcr corns a fC \:l.fled III motifs as \\ cll as calhgrnphlc slyies In the COlliS the wort! Smfand Joirii= <lrc 

ensr~l\cd dlffcrcntl~ and 111 the Khaz..1na COIll Salfuddm IS written as .5oif l\ Ilh the 11.111.:r ,\'tid IIIstead of .un, 

111C slhcr COlli 'S dl:lI11CICr ranges from 26 10m 10 31 mm and Ihc obscrvcd mcasurements an,; 26 mill. 27 

mill, 29 mill alld 31 111111 T\\o Silver COlliS Of lllls Sultan are wol1 h 1111."tlol1lng. onc h;wmg no mlllt- name 

but bl:-."I(1l1g Ihe dal (.' S116. Ihe last year of his nilc-. and another be:lring Ihr: llIlIl[ as FIn1 7~,bad Probably 

FInIZ rr:\I\cd th l:; I1IlIIt or rell:lillcd Ihe c:lpII:l1 .. Ol.;f hiS o\\n lIallle ;Irtcr a 101lg IlIlcr\l;1 1 Thl.! WClght of 

th':'$e 511\ cr <':0111:' \ ,lrll,':O; fl OIl1 It I (I [0 11 .3 gran IS 

T\Qc 82 Siher halrTallka 

Only Olle frac tlOn;,1 COlli 1:' kno\\1l The tcgend IS the S;'lIl1I.: as [h t.! gold COlliS and WtlS most prob:l.bl) struck 

from Ihe fullt :m"a die. ISSUl.;d from D:ml Noor mlill and dated ~96 Its \\Clghl IS 522 grams and diameter 

20 llllll:1 

Thc gold COlli :'lI ld t!1.;1\()llIlII;')llonal COlli of Firul. speaks of the healthy condi tion of the economy of the 

period It also IIldlC.'\tI,;S thl.; ablhl~ or the nller to establish pc."ICC soon aftcr the coup and ch:lOIIC condilion 

III \\hlch Flnl l uSIilVed I'o\\er 

I" Moh:wllII:rd Y"slIr Slddl(I, ArabiC :llId PcrSl<IlIIC'l1I.CIC., pp 11 (, - 17 
:0' ONS No I·U •. P 2 t. Coi u No 1(1 ~lIId 17, S1all GorOIlIllCI\!IQIICd lhe dlalllcters of the Kawalc COlli as 22111111 the 
di!IIIICIcr or I he Bn11sh 1\ IUSCIllII COlli is 1101 melltlolled 
:' .'1·C :'/ P I~", No xx') 
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• • 
It IS Importall t 10 11011.: Ihat In Bengal :lny one who proclallned mdependence or procl::umcd lumsclf as 

SUil:lfl first struck COlliS to pronounce Ju s sovereignty . Thc.: rc arc so man)' Sultans whose COlliS have been 

found bUI IIlSCllptlOIlS could nOt be lr3ccd or seldom known But in the case of Flruz we have the 

inscnption frol1l XIWAH bu t 110 COlliS tLlI ~93. though stnklng of COUlS is cas u.:;r and faster than Illsc ribmg a 

stone tablet 111t.:n:f()re. II llIay bc su mmed following Abdul Kanm's bip:lrtltc connic! theory of the ru ling 

Sultans I c the dl'SCClldJnlS of B::ubak Shah and 10 Opposit ion was Futh Shah who managed 10 succeed the 

throne out of this conflict And probabJ) M:lll k Andi l was III opposi tion 10 F;llh Sh~h group and look 

shdtcr III front ier ,Irl!:l He \\as opposed 10 Fath Shah. look shd tcr III a founlll.:r arca aOcr Fath 's 

assumptIon of po\\c r a11d cstabllshed J small princlpaht) from which IIlSCnptlon was made. Latcr 

probably he lost It to Fath Shah and Andl l took sheller in a further frontier area , After the assumption of 

power by Shnz:ld:l B:lrbak he rc.1ppcared on the scene, 

Hc nlled from X9} to XII(, for a.bout thrce years and struck both gold :lI1d sil ver coins Incl uding sil ver 

fractional coins from the milliS viz From Danld Darb. K.h::tzanah, Fath::tbad, M::thmud::tbad :lnd FmJz:lbad 

bcsidi:S Dar lid Darb and Khaz.1nah. Mahmudabad is probably named after his son QUlbuddll1 ~<lahJ1lud or 

could It be the old M~ h1lludab::td of Nasiruddm Mahmud's lime 
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I 
J. Q utbudd ill Mahmud ha h 89611 490-91 

After the death of S;ufuddlll Flnl , his SOli and successor Mahmud ascended the lhrone III X96/ 1490·91. 

SJlfuddin probJbl~ had a natura] death. an e.~ccptlon to the practice of the lime of murdering 3. king and 

assummg po\\cr Accordlllg to ;1 rclmblc source cited III thc ·RIyaz, Firuz was mu rdcrcd21
, Had tillS bCt.."tl 

so. then the 11lllrdcn.:r \\Quld have been the Su ltan 

Cams of Mahmud ;HC \I.:~ rare ::lnd onl y fr.:w are known. All arc of !i1lvcr and dated K96 All the COIllS :lrC 

of lola welghl standard :l.IId no dcnOlllmalional COlliS have yet bc..'cn found A SlIlglc Krahma type COIl1S are 

kOO\\11 . 

T'pc. BI Si!\crTallk:l 

The obverse bears Ihe Kalilna III a eirel!: surrounded by another cIrcle of dOls. the legend 15 in tlnel,; lines 

in Arabic. MUll is Fath:tbad and the dale !l92 but the Arbic numcf:t.ls two and six nrc Just thc rcvcrsc of 

each other. so It ma) b~ the fault of Cflgf'.Ivers who did not know the difference. Unlike the Other coins the 

word Allah aftci Rasul has lK.~n pl:l.ccd m the third lmc before the nHlll n:UllC In other coms Kencrally 

Kahma IS completed 10 1\\ 0 hncs 

TIle revcrse bears the na.me of the Sultan, Qu[b u'd dllllylilwa 'd dlil aMi'l rmljiihldlMa~m;,d :wah M 

Sulfon Ibn Pira: .~'blth (I.~ Su'!trn 10 four Imes 0 additional title has bccn used As he was the SOn of Flruz 

thlt h.:tS been melltlolll.:d on the com 

Coms StltlCJ.. rrom Kha.lanah (treasury) and Danld darb (the IllInt) an: also known but Ihe legend. design 

and date (81)6) arc s~lIm: f>.hhmlld nile<! ror l vcry short penod As Ius father's coins arc d:l.tcrl896 and the 

nc.'<t mler Mliz.., n~r Sh;'lh 's coms st;'lrl from 896 too. It is reasonable to guess that Mall/nud hardly ruled 

for about 6 lIIonths. tholl,!:;h the Riyaz glvcs hml one yearn. \\ hl ch IS not correct 

Before the dlscon;r~ of thc coms of Qutb u'd dm Mahmud Shah modem historians were confused about 

hiS Identity. Tabaqat-I·Akbart, Tarikh-,-Firishtah and Riyaz us Salatin tell us that Mahmud was the eldest 

son of Salfuddlll Flnlz Shah But on the reference of Haji Muhmmad Quandahari as a source. Firisht3 and 

Riyal also Slate that Mahmud was tlte son of Fath Shah who was sworn in after the death of Firuz Shah. 

Thcre \\as confUSion al!Oo rcgardlllg certum COinS :md insc npt ions which \H:n: ass l,!:;lIed to Mahlllud and 

arc: "c:r:- dabor:l.lI,:J~ di,,:aJt wJlh and discussed b) Abdul Kanm and Mukhapadhr ay!-l Qutbuddin 

Mlhrnud 's COlliS ha\'c no\\ settlcd all these controversies. On the basis of thi,,: coins of Mahnmd il is now 

clear that Qundahan \\as \\ rong and Malunud was the son and successor of Firuz Shah therefore, it can 

:: NH'l1: . p. 125 anot her 'C I$IOI1IS aflcr reigning ror three YC:lrsMrllik Andil ret ill a nd died III 81)') . 

:) Ibid. p t26 
:. Sultam Al1lol. pp 290·292 Dusho B;lchhar. pp. 271-_72 
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also be assumed that Fll'lil \\:lS not kdh .. -d b) Ih l,,: I 'mb bUI probably hI,,: \\as th l,,: onl~ Hab:.11I Sultan \\ho 

had a nalmal d\,;alh 

Mahmud bill Flrlli~ \\as a Sulmll by name only while actual power was exercised by his fonner tc.1chcr 

Habash Khan \\ho \\-:lS :lPPOII1I \,;d by Fmll Shah hunsclf for his son's \XtucatJoJt 11l1s t-Iabash Khan 

become so po\\Crll.1 111:11 ""Iahmud bcc:lmc:t puppct mills hands. 

COIllS of Mahmud arc r:'lr\'; and onl) a few are knO\\11 Mukhapadhya mcnlloned two such COlI\sl1 In the 

SlIlgaporc com AuctIon cal~doguc thl,,:rc arc two COUlS Some arc 11\ the collecllon of Bang,ladcsh Nutlollal 

Museum. G S Fand has pub lished all IhrL'C vanctlCS of QutbuddiIJ's COlliS stnlck frorn D~lrud darb, 

Fathbad and Khazan:th III J NS 1 ~" 

., 
• DlisholjnchFI(lI', p 21l 
~~ G.S.Fand,"Thm: COlliS ofSuhlJl QUlbuddlll Mahmud Shah of8cngal .8%/ I..JY(I" .JNSI. XLl V.pp 63,('" 
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4. S hamsuddin !\iU1.alTllr S hah 896 - 898/ 1490- 1492 

Last Sultan o f the Ab~ SSlm:ms was Sullan Slmmsuddln Mu za ffar Shah ah:u - Sidl Badal' Om'ana lie 

b~me prOnllllell1 b) ~lIhng Habash Khan. who was Adm inistrator - General of fmanclal ~nd 

",dnlllllstratl\ c aO:'lrs dUring the reign of Qutbuddtll Mahmud Habash Khan \\as the defacto so\engn 3nd 

Qutbuddll1 bccallu; a puppet III the hands of Habash Khan 3S mClltloned carller In league \\I th the Patk.f 

(body guards) of the Sul tan Olle Ilight he killed Mahmud Shah and assu mmg the title Shamsuddlll 

Muzaffar Shah ascended the Ihrone!1 III ~96' 14 90 

He is depicted 111 the hi sto ry books as a tyrant and oppressor Accordmg to Riynz he was '\'cry blood­

thi rsty and ;mdacIQus. he sk" matly of the learned and the PIOUS and the nobility, of the Ci l)", Syed 

lIus;un \\3S hiS \\am. on \\ hose counctl MU1.affar reduced the pay of the soldiers For all this the people 

as \\ cll as soldu.:rs bl.:c.anll: disgusted \\Ith me Sultan Ultnnatcly then.: \\~ a revolt ag:Llnst Ihe sultan In 

which S~ed lI us;lLlllool.. the leadership Muzaffar \\llh hiS supporters \\ere bcslcged LIls lde the fort !!> 11lis 

confl ict 13sll .. "<1 for four months I\ ccordll\g to RJyaz a large number of people \\ere kilioo d;:III) III the 

fightlllg MlIl.,ff:u ShJh was final!) killed III the baulc and the nobles were \ Ictonous 11ll .. "} plJccd )'00 

I-Iusam on lhe throne 

But the Tabaqat g l\es a different SIOI') th:u when people bc ... ealllc dISgllSIt.-d with thc misconduct of 

MUl.:lffar Shah olle mg,ht \\ltll the help of the bodygua rds Sycd 1·lusatn (,.·1ltcrcd the palace and killed 

MU1 ... "lffar Shah Tfiri~' .. I ,, /·iTlWI(Jh. /byaz and TahaqiTl-I-AkborT gave to some extent the same stol) and 

not a s lIlglc rc fl.!l'encc IS Jval lable III Muzaffar 's favour . Tu zuk-I-Baburi only refers to his assumption of 

power b) klllll1g the SlIlIan. 3nd that he \\35 an AbYS511113.i1 \ ... ho was killed b) $)W Husalll \\hen the l.alter 

;'lSsullled po\\\.:r. bllt there IS no reference to MU1.affnr's 3trOCiliCS and nlisdlXds. On the n:fcrence o f the 

Tuzuk Sukhoma\ Mukh:tpadh3Y3 raisl..'Ci doubts about Muzaff3rs mlsdl.'Cds (dIscussed later) 

Muzaffar ISS UI.."<I both gold and Silver coms in hiS own naille All the gold 3nd Silver COUlS a re o f toll. 

\\elght standard and t:mka denOIllItt."ltIOtlS No fractiC)ual COIil of ~hll .. "lmH SI13h IS reported to be found 

111e descriptions of the WillS arc gl\cn bdo\' 

Gold co ins 

Type; A I; Gold Tilnka 

111e ob ... erse beMS III a sc:tllopcd Circle the Kallma 11\ 1\\0 III\I:s and the tlurd line bcMS the mUll namc 

' Klla:t.3nalt · and date :15 XIJ6 The margm outside \Vlll1m another sc."lliopl..-d Circ le COnlalllS the n;ul1e of the 

four Kllallf3s IIlterspcfs .... d b~ arabesqucs 

: ' Riyal. p 126 
:) IbId, p 127 
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The re\ cr!'c be.,rs \\ Ithll1 :t double scallped circle lhe IKIIlle of Ihe SUlt"l1 ;md benediction for the klnsdom 

III five lilies .\1Jcwj, /I'd tlllllyiJ II (/ 'd dll' ohli'n IWy MIl~ajJ(lr .'i!Jlfh (/\ S/I ~/(in /sllulllidu AI/aim n",lknJl/I Illl 

.'<illl!tl/lllh Sun Or thc \\odd and religion fa ther of hdp rVlu7";ltTar Shah the Sultan tlIa~ Allah perl>t;(Ualc Ills 

klllgdom :lIul 1)1.1\\ el' 

Alllhc gold cams of " luzatT:tr Shah arc of the same Iype A lolal of SIX such cams arc kno\\11 so far 8NM 

has one such COlli ;'lnd publi shed III the HHRC!'i E C Baylc) first published III ,lASH vol XL II (old series) 

j>p 12-1 J a dr;t\\ mg of one such gold COlli \\llhoUI d:lle and nlln! name I .... 'nl..: I)oolc corrected I( latl..:r and 

oonccll~ dl..:ClpllCf~d Ih~ II,UIlC of the "l1\g~ R D lJ:1I1erJ' In NS \01 XVI" leported '\'0 such gold COlliS 

S K !lhalt publ l ~ hcd a gold com lit .JNSJ, Vol. XLV, (\\Iuch IS Illustratoo by RaJgor)l: Stan Goron 

pubhshl.!d :1 ~old COin d3l1.-d ~9X of the II1l1lt Khaz.,nah 111 ONS" Another COlli of the same I) pc and same 

date IS kllO\\1I 10 the l)r~el1l \\ nterl-l Therefore, It IS 31)parCtlt thai 3 fair!) good number of gold coms were 

ISSUI.:d b~ 1\ llll.ltl'ar Sklh 

Though II IS fcaSOllabk to ~uess that the Husall1 Shalll ruJc.rs were hostile 10 111m probabl) mdtcd down 

COlliS of th l.: Il :lbsll1 I}\;Tlod ror rc-stnklllg In their own nalile Nevertheless the discovered number of gold 

COIllS md,cale the sound .... conomlc condition of the period of MU1 .. ,rrar Shah 

Muzaff.'lr Sh:lh did not proclzum an) addlllOnalllllcs like 'as Sultmlu " A'l.,Il\ ' or 'al ' Adl!' fo r IllS gold 

COlliS but "as ,,:1tl :o; fi cd \\/Ih the regnal tille Shams ud dun~:l \\ad dill and KUllyah abu '" 'a.'Iar \"h,ch 

II1c::ms rallll,.'l ofhell' All the yold COlliS bc.1r the K:lhma as the oo\crse legend 

Sih er ('oi n ~ 

Iher COlliS of MII ZOI IT:11 Shah may be. clasSIfied III to tJm,:c t)'pes accordmg to thclr Icge.nds With cenJIII 

\ anatlon$ III m:1.-glll:11 deSigns and SI) Ie: of calhsraph~ 11\ c:lch group 

TVllC 01 SlhcrTanbil 

The ob\erse be.lrs the "ahnl.l III t\\O hnes and the tlurd hne contallls the mmt name and date TIle re"erse 

bears the. name or thl' Sult:m .:Wtmll /1',1 dlln),(, Il'a'd d/if ablin m!.,r MII;alfar Sbllh Wi Sul!on kballada 

AlhiJ//j mf4Jk,III11 ilH "Id~iilflllm, The deSign IS the S,1IHC as the gold T~ ,)C AI Some com:o; hale a smslc 

scallo!>'-'d Clrelt.: somc ,lbo bear plalll CIrcle on both ob \ erse and n:\crse So. Ihls T~I)C 61 COrr~l)onds 

='" IfffRC'. P 21 , 110 119 
\I , 1iI/<'p .n . F /lOIC 

II .vS Vol XVI. pp (,1)7..(,,):< . IIthcsc .J COIl1S have bcel1j)ubhshcd byT:lfafdilr in The Culture IllIeraclion in South 
Asm. PI'· I fltt- l (19 
" ' Qllotedl110NS nu l.l l'i pll fn no I I . U(JJi!o r, l'~pc"~I) . I' \' 
1~()\,\' No '''x (WllllcrlP 1 1 
" In :1 pm ,lIe col 11 .. '(1 1011 SI/cd b, Ihe eUSlon} oflhc ZI;I IllIcrnallOIl, 11 AI r POri III I'.IX'} 
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\\Ith the gold rH)": A I 'nH:~ have the follo\\mg !llIllts and dates. Daru Noor 896, (01 Oarud darb). 

Khazanilh XWi.XIJ!oI l' mh,lbrld XI)(,. Barbakilbad ~(I}6 , Muhalll;ldabad KIJ!'i 

J\ IX: 8 2 Slh cr T'jIll-a 

TIle obvcrse beals Ihe K"lIma III three hncs :lnd the date only 1II the 4th 111lt! without an) nlln! 113me 11lC 

rcverse b"::lrs th..: name of Ihe $ull:ln as :lbove Type B I but AMil MI,!offar, ' futher of V1Cto~" III the place 

of'Abu 'n N:l$:lr' :II t h~' \"nd of sccond IlIlc 'n' t: ob\crsc deS ign III a cl rci l.' decoralcd by another Circle of 

dOls. the n:\ e~ dr:.~ lgll I ~ 1101 clcal Cllllcl II IS III :1 circle or the same:t.s the ob\crsr: 

T,'pc 3 SII\c:r Tanl..a (Colllll1clllorati,'c Is:;ue) 

The ob\'\:rs..: Uc:lrs III a ccntral clrcic. dl\ tdl:d bv 1\\0 horll..ontill hnes, the K:t.hm:l. 111 1\\0 hnes, the upp~ 

half of Ih l.! clrck cOlllnrn ... IIi II"ho ,IIii A tlellf lo\\..:r hal f MII~llJmm(fdur Um17! A IInlf Marglllal legcnd begl1lS 

\\llh X o'd od .. position 01 a clock, AfIl"!tI(lal' ,'ibrth {/I' SIII!c,,, J.;!taf/at/" AlliJllII mllll«tllII 1\(/ SIIi!dno Jill , 

hamiCi M arc/lIlI Ii ,\'Y8 \ 'IU1.:l tl:lr Sh:-.h Ihe ullan Illa, Alloh perpetua te hiS kingdom olld hiS pOWI.:r. 

KaJIIln plundr.: fcd (, 1('101"?- of Knlllta) III 898' ThiS margrnal porllon IS :t. contlnUal,IOII of the rc\ersc 

legcnd 1'115 m~ rglll:l1Icgend IS also enci rcled 

llle rcverse bears the legend In a cirdc/ol~//l millie. at·'(id", ol·biizll al.mllJ{;hld ,,"odll 'd d"'illln~\ml omirl" 

mu 'mmifl (/J 1/I11~i7lr1h ,~11(/fnnl 'd dl/flyrt 11'0 (j dIn (lhn '" no,y /' , the rcst of the Icgcnd on the mn rgrn of the 

ob"..:rsc Side I e f\'IUZ:lfT;lr Shah etc ' Conqueror of land, thl.' JUst. Ihl.: generous, thr: \\ arnor, fortun..: of lhe 

religion, helper of thl.! h; .. dcr of the r.'uthful. \\ho IS k110\\1l as Sh:ulIsu'd dun,a \\:, 'd dill Abu ' n N:tS.lr 

(Muzaff,,/ Shah) 

Sthcr COlliS of r-.lu laObr Shah also bc.lr Ih..: Kalulla as thc ob\crsc legend III..I.! the gold onC$ IIlclud mg Ihe 

nunt ond d:llc The rc\er!'!: bears the n:lI1lC oflhc Suh:'I1l as IIsu:11 Onl ~ 1115 sll\'er corn T~pc; 0 2 bl!J.T'S the 

1\llllynll <'l!' 'Abu I lIIu/':ltTa r'. thus here bot h thl.' ' Khl1l\-:th ' :md 'AI:lI11 ' hcc:ull l! the lOamI.: Bill IIOt:1 slII,!;lc 

IIlSCrlp t10n of the ultnn bc:.lrs such a Kun~~h of Abu ' I Muz.1ff"ru So, the COlliS KUllyah lila) be regarded 

:lS an error Thl.' COI11l11Clllor:ltl\'C COIll$ of MUZ:lff.l r Shah :lr~ dlffcrcnt from hiS other COIllS III all rCSI)Ccts. 

deSign, kgend al1d e\CcutlOil llu:. le .. t of their Icgc;nds rcs¢lIIbks morc of Ih~ text of rnscfllJUons mther 

Ih:lll corns C\lI11Il1CllIorall\C corn discloses Ius \ICIOI) over K:llllt;!. 111 89~/ 1 4lJ2, thiS IS vc~ Illlponant and 

slglllfic.lnt i\h\:"d~ \\e h:'!\\: mentioned the nOUoll of the htslonans 3bout thl.! perrod or Ab~SS1 1lt3n rulc 111 

gelll.:ml and p ;:mlcularl~ of Mu zaffur Imh Onl~ 1\<lukh"p"dh)d (IUI!Stlollcd the alll:g:ltions :.lg;!' II1SI Ihe: 

Abys~rnlans nIle p:rrtlc llbr l ~ the t11lsdcI.:ds of MU T,a ITar Sh:th Mel commented that lhls \\en.: thl! 

prop:tg.:lIlda of the Il u:-:ul1 Sh:\h ls He rcii.:.n;.'cd to the TU l.lIk· I·B"bun \\ llIeh did not h;n c an\ ad\'erse 

commcnt rl.:g:HdlllJ; \lul .. 1ffar Shah s nile e~ccpt IllS :lSSlIrnpllon of PO\\I,;I b~ I..rlllIIg ti lt: p(cC\:dlng rukr 

Stili hi !! (Mu~h;)p;lIJIt ~:I\ ) coml11cnts :lr\.: not free from sd f-co l1tradlcllollS Mu h.hapadhya> coml11ented Ihat 
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Muzaffar \\.u. nOI :'I popular klllg and he had lost a largl.: portion of hi s kmgdolll In casl and \\Cst Bl.:ngal 

but Mukhapadh3\a\ \\as not abh.: to support thi s statement or assumption b) eVidence: that Mu z..,ff:u was 

In pos$CSslon of tlus afeas III the first place nllls 311hoogh Muk]IapadhaY:l) doubled the r!!pOrts of fomler 

HIStOrl311S he cou ld not ~I\C' an II11p3rtiai judgement himself 

Inspllc of nll lo!m:11 1I1Ingl1l. .. 'S of II.:tb3sh Kh:1n and Sldl l3:ldar (Lalcr MUZ30"ar) Salfuddlll Fmut was able 10 

run the admllllSIr:lIIOn successfully as eVidenced by hI S bUlld1llg5 and charitable ael l\ ItlCS But dUring the 

reign of hiS successor QUlbuddlll Mahmud the Sultanat detonated farther and Ius short lived rule (SIX 

months) was brought 10 all cod when MU1....,ITar killed hlln and assumed power in the Intcr pan of 896 .. As 

two of the prevlolls ndl!rs Fmlz and Mahmud also ru led 111 896 lhen:fore, thc trcasury may have suffered 

banknlpl) ThiS 111:1' h:1\I...· cOl11pcllcd MU7...a ffar to reducc the salary of the soldiers for genulIlc cxlgl.:ney. 

51111 Ius gold COIllS of lWtj 3nd the contllluOS stnklng of sll\'cr coms frolll variOus mmlS d.:1It:d bctwt:cn 

~\)6·M9~ mdlcale Ih:1I \\ Ithlll a vcry short timc he h:ld managed to establish the econOllllC condition of the 

state on sohd ground I-li s 1I1scnplion of Ciulla Khan:! dalCd 89~ also speaks aboul hiS Justness. generosity 

and schoiarslHp It, HIS gold and slh'er coms speak of IllS ablht\ III >ldnlllllSlcnng Ihe coulllr. :tnd the sound 

CCOllonllC b.1SIS of hIS r..:alm nlough Kanm cOlluncllh.:d that thcrc rcm311l man) questions unsol\l:d due to 

the want of II1fon1131100 and eVidences of the rule of the AbYlssll1lans stili the question that 

Mukhapadh~ a~ has roused should be COflSldcred properly With the CVldence \\h31 wc lIa\'c 31 our dlsposaJs 

S:ufuddlll Flnlz and r-,'Iuzaffar Sh:lh or the AbysslIllans \\ere ablc adllllluslr~uors and successful mlers of 

the I>cnoo A B ~I H3lubullah·s. comment on lhc ruh.: of S:ufuddm Flmz IS worthy 10 be mentioned. ' In 

Ihc dark 3111131s of AbysslIllan predorlllnancc In Bengal . Flnlz's reign alone prOVides a welcome rdief. He 

IS crcdlll..'d \qth havlIlg ndcd Justl), and cffielcntly·H 

The 1113111 ObJI...'Cllon agatlbt them IS the 1n311ner of thclr assumption of l)()\\cr But 11Istol') tells uS th3t II 

\\3S the OIdct of the dJ~ If. the prl."Vlous mlet Falh Shah "nd the succccdmg ruler Husall1 \\Ith the S:unc 

faull 3n! not Judged as SUllt~ then \\h~ should the Ab)sslIlmns onl) pa) the Price" 

Among thc four nlh.!rs Ghl):lSuddm Bnrbak (Shahuda Barba!..) n!lgned for 3 'cry short pcnod hardly 

3bout SIX monlhs III XI)3 as :llrcad~ bt...-cn mentioned In the same year Flruz struck coms Flnlz's coms and 

inSCriptionS arc found d:llcd up 10 896 and hiS mscnplJon's I:lst date IS 2N Muharr:lI11 896 So it m3y be 

assumed th:ll he dll.:d 31 thc bcguming of the year as hiS son and successor MaJUllud 3150 reigned wltJun 

that )car for a short pcnod of:tbout six months and thc ncxt ruler Muzaffar Shah's coms 3nd Illscriptions 

also been found d.··l1 l;d Xl)1l :lnd up 10 ~98. MUz.:lffar's Inscription's l~t date is 17th Muharralll ~98 but 

II CAP' O. pp 227·23\ 
"' Ibld 
"HB, II. P I W 
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l11any of Ills COlliS found d:lted X9l:! from dlOcrcnl IlII1HS. So we fIl:l) assunle l lml he ruled up to the end of 

thaI year Thus the chrollolog) Of lhc 1-lJbshl rule 1))(1)' be tixed 35 follows 

Glyasuddlll Oalb:lk ( 'hahz,,1da B~trbak) 89)1 14K7 

2 S;llfuddll1 Fmll (f\ I:1llk Andd) X93-i96114X7- 1490 

) Qutbuddm Mahmud (son of Finn) K9611 490 

4 Sh:ullsudm \o!uza n"ilr ( .. Idi Badar) R96-K9KII 490- 14~2 

2)) 
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Husain hahi 899 - 94511493 - 1538 

°n,c TClgn of lht.: H\IS:l 1II Sh!l.hl rulers IS marked by IlISlon:ms :'IS the golden age of Ihe independent ulw.ns 

of Bt;ngal' Tho.: d~ Ilasl~ IS named after Its founder A1:luddlll Husam Shah In :1.11 , four ru lers of the fnn ul )' 

of Husam hah nLlcd for fort)-fi\c yc..'\f$ DUrlTlg tlu s l}Cuod the kmgdom exp:lndcd f.. .. u and Wide TIle 

eConomic aCll vllY also c~p:llldcd ;md developed a lot, due to whIch mints were cstabhshcd in different 

parts of the Kmgdol11 :md all the four rulers Issued gold and silver coins from those miniS dunng their 

respecllve reigns The nllcrs arc as foIl0\\5 

Alauddll1 t-I us;u n Shah lS99-925/ 1494- 15 19 founder of the f.:umly 

2 Naslruddlll Nusral Shah 1J25·'}3X/151'J·153 1 son of Husain 

3 Alauddlll Flru l Shah 93~·'J3911532· 1 533 5011 of Nusrat 

4 GhlY:lsuddHl I\hhmud Shah 9 1)-1)~4I1j33 -l j3!} son of HusalJl2 

I. AI,,,,dd in II " , .. ill Sh .. h 899-925/ 1493- 1519 

AlauddlO Hus~ull Shah ascended the duane III 899AH afll:r dll: death of Che last AbysslIllan Sultan 

MU7 .. 'l.rT:U Shah There are IWO vu.:\\'S of Ihl.; hlSlonans rcgardlllg tnt.: end of Muzaffar 511;1h In one view It 

IS pollltcd Ou l that aftt!1 a successful revol! by the pt:oplc, in which Alauddm the mllllSlcr of Muz.1fTar look 

the leadership. Muz.aff:u was killed in the b:lIllc and the cOurtlcrs dcvated Husam the tlnniSICr of 

Muzatfar Shah to the thram;} In another view II is said that Alauddin Husalll by the hdp of the pOlb III 

ont.: I1Ight kllkd Mu z.aff:1r Shah and assuilled Ihe l>O\\crJ General di sorder ensued as Husalll allo\\cd the 

r:lIIsacl.. of til!.: C ll~ of Gaud for three days for hIS partisans and for the rcstorallon of peace of ule Cll)' he 

had to kllll\\ch e Ihousand men ~ Soon he was ablc to reStore peace and politIcal stability II Ill:!)' be noled 

hen: lhat Ihc.: pre\ lOllS rClgns of the AbysslIllan nllcrs \\cre charactcrJlCd generally by anarchy and 

IIlslabl lity 

The rcmarkabk C\ ellis of the l)Cnod of Husnin Sh~h arc ius cxpeditions and conqucstS III 1l0nh -casL 

Kamr'lIp and Kamt:lh . treaty With thc Deihl King 5ikandar Lcdl, conqucsts JIl sou thw.:st in b Jnagar and 

Onss.'l. uptO the mer Mantreswar, In the east, a pari ofTnplira and Chittagong, in the north-weSI most of 

Bihar. His cOl1sohd:lt lon and restoration of pc.:ace. sell ing up of an effective admmistratL\e maclilnery 

\\hlch pro\ lded for th l,; gro\\th of I.!conom~ . trade and commerce ((.;Sulled LJl peacefid devdopment III the 

I SII/tom.llllol. P 1')7 
! MOllllal.ur R.1lulI<lIl 1';uafd;lr. 1/11,\'(11/1 .~~lnll/ 8eng(l/ 1.194· /538.4 D. A SoCIO- floht/Clil StIU/Y. Dacca ASiatIC 
SocIety or P~lkISI'11I. I 1J65. (hCllCCron h HSB) i) 352 
1 RlyorJ. pp 127-X Also 111 IISlJ. p 35 
: 1'ahrlqtlf./·Akhtlrl . Vol III . p 27U. quoted by Tarafd;\r III Ilu,\'ollt ShaM JJel/gal. p 15 

RI.wul. PI> 130- ~ I 
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field of ~n. :HcllIlcclun:. Illeralure and cultu re. l ie transferred Ills cnpltal from Gaud 10 Ekdala on secunty 

ground According 10 Sal1l11 ~So thai peace 111 Ihe counl!") bcll1g secured. annrchy and revolul lon which 

had occurred durlll~ the I>cnoo of Ab)sSUH3n klllgs. clc. \ullIshed and nil (lIslo)al clements \\I,~re reduced 

10 order~" 

Accordlllg to the practIce aner tJIC ascensIon to Ihe throne Husam also Issued coins III gold and Sllvcr from 

the various millIS of the kmgdom 

Gold coins 

HUS3m hall's numerous gold coins are found from various parts of Ills kingdom Among the gold coins of 

Sultanl Benga l Hus:u n hnh's COIllS are cOmpar:lllVcl) large III number Gold COinS of Hu s::l.Itl Shah are 

found in two denol1lll1ntlons only. one tnnka :1I1d quarter tanka In all therc 3rc eight types of gold toms, 

which m:l.~ bl.: ascc.:rtaI1H.:d according to their legends and denollllllatJOns All these coins an: of lola \\'elght 

standnrd 

T)u(; AI Gold T:Ulka 

11le obverse bears the Kalima in two Iint:S in Arabic and the third line contains the mint name and date, 

which 3re Khazanah \(1)9 1111: legend is inscribed in a double scalloped CIrcle made of eight shallow 

brackets (}) 

The re\erse be:l~ Ihl.: li.:gcnds. :lIsa III ArabLc. III sc\en hnes III a cIrcle. ill \uJl(m 0/ '(i,,,, (II hiinl \I'll/mit 

.!wyyitlll/ Muntlli;, 'A /61/(/ dWIJ't, wa'd d/;I abii '/ Inlqaffar f:l1I.WI'fI1 Sbi'ih as SlIlftm khalil/tit} A lIahll mll/kahll 

I'll SI//rtfnahl' 'The Just :llld gt;Jlcrous Sultan descendant of the leader or the prophets sublimity of thc 

wodd and the n.:lLgloll . father of the "lctOry Hus'lin Shah the Sultan rna) Allah pl.!rpctuatc hiS power and 

kmgdom' The \\clght of the COin IS (1060 grams) and the dIameter IS 097" II\chcs (26 mill) ' Anolher 

com of this t~ pc IS III the Bntlsh Museum collecllon. Wl!lghL1lg I I 4 I grams· 

Type A2. Gold Tanka 

11'e obvrse legend IS 111 all omamentcd clrclt:, same as Type A I I.e the Kahmn and the mint and dale is 

same. KhaZ!lnah ~(I)9 

Thl! reverse legend LS III a CIrcle III four hnes in Arabic 'Allilld dllllyiVwa'd din lIbii'/ tnlljtihlcl J;lUMltnISIUlh 

as SII/fon A;/J(lI/m/(I A/h7hll mlt/kah/l wa S/lI~iin(1h/l 'Sublimity of the world and the religIon fa lh!;!r of Ihl! 

~ IbId. r 112 

I.I/e. 11, P 112 COlLI No Ifl7 
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,\:lInor HUS;l1l1 Sh:lh 11I l" Sull;\11 111;\) Allah pt.: rpetu:u t.: Ills po\\\:r Jnd klllgdom' The: wClght of the: COlli 15 

10 7 ~r;\lI\s ;\Hd Ihl" dlatll t.:h.:r IS 2" 11\1110) Prcse:ntlocauon of lhe com IS Bnush l\'luscum 

T "pe: A3 Gold T ;U1ka 

The COlli IS the )ame a) .Ibo\t.: T) pe A I but III the n:\ l"rSe there IS 'Abu'l MU Z., fY:1f' II1Sh,: :\d of Abu'l 

\ Iuphld nil" 111 11 11 :llld datI.! arl.! :lISO Ihl; same Ie Kha..:.lllah )<1)9 nIl.! \\l.! lghl IS 10 7 ~r.UII and Iht.: 

dl31111.!tcr IS 20 nl1l1 

TYPe A4 Gold Tankq 

nle COlli IS same ;'IS T~ pl! A3 but tile minI nallle has been rC:ld as 'Mu'aZLamabad' dated '907' and 11\ n 

double clrcl l.! \\ 1111 :ua bl'squcs III bel\\ecn 0111 111051 probabl~ the mUll n:une IS 'Muslafabad' nle rt.:\'erse: 

bc:lrs the Ar:lblc k gcnd III the: It lll.:s ill dbouh; c ircle \\lith arabt.:sques 111 bctWL'C1l 'Alii,Id dlm)'o1l-Q'd (/i" 

tiM," Itlllf{/lfllr JI'I\j(tn .~hll" SII/tii" bill Say)"d A!lJraj khallm/a Alll1ltu mlllkllllll "(I SIII!of1aIJII, 'Sublmlll)' 

of the \\ord and thl" rdilion fathe r of \ IctOf) Hus:un hah lIltan sou of SaY)ld Ashraf may Allah 

perpetuatl" Ill!. 1}O\\er ;\nd klllgdolll ' nlc \\'clght oflllc COlli IS 10 7 gr.tms ;1I1d the dmmctcr IS 21 mill " 

T\!XjA5 GoldTallka 

11K! Ob\.-CfSC bl.::us the legend III :1 Circle In three ImL'S m SlIlrall af 'ad" 'Afiill 'd ,IIm)'lJ "(I'd cll",., abu'l 

mll;ajlar ·nl l.! re\el'Sl" tx;ars Iht: rc:st of Ihe legend ~/lImm Shah Sul!lin hm Say)'Ic1 AslJraJ (II 

~/u~('1m kllIIlIl(lo IPIlllk"lm \tn SlIlfomlll 9(jJAli 11le \\ elght IS 1056 grams and Ihe dlanlCtcr IS 26 mOl 

nle COlli IS 11\ the COIlI,.'CIlOIi of the Bmlsh Museuml
! 

Thert.: IS ~ com or thl.' S:lIllC t~ pe 111 the Kawale collect ion III Indm but the COllI IS dumpier than the Bntls h 

t\ lusculll \\elghl IS 1(17 grams. ;\nd diameter IS 17 TllIl1 I~ 

Tvpc Aft Gold Tanka 

The ob\ crsc !x:;\f'S: Ihe kgend. III Ihree Imes. I II double circle Jlli, u'c1 dlmyii "(I'd din ob;; (II n",~afJar ·rne 

rI.!H.'fSC bear;;; Ih ... n..'St of the legend III four Imcs Si,lI" IjU\("" (/\ S"J~ii" Isballm/tl Allcihll nmlka)w No mllli 

and dale. Ihe \\l"lght of the COul IS 1O 7 grams and Ihe dlallleter IS I7mm n,l.! COItl IS III the K.male 

collection III Indml' 

- OAIl. No \"'). suultl1cr I'J%. P II 
9 IbId. P II 
I" Ibid. P II 
" /,\/(". 11. P 172 COlli /'10 o I(,~ 
I' QNS. ' '' t.I . l) II 
" Ibid , P 11 
I I Ibid. P 12 
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J \'plt A 7, Gold 'I ;l.n~:l 

The obvcrse l¢gend IS III ~ h.:ncn:d slIrf:lcc III ri vc Imes 11.\' SIt/riilllal "'iilJ~1 It Kiimni 11(1 Kalil/II" 110 

.liijll(ff,tlr 110 OrH/lh 'A ftilt '" dltll),(; II a'" d/n ahii'l mu;alfar The rcverSe bcars thc legcnd 111 SIX IlIIcs. 

,'illifll U //\tlllI (/, Sll/~tf" hili ,\(In'l(l A:illmf til ~ 1I1,\'("fl lI kllllllic!a I/lI/lIwlll/ 11'(1 SIII!c/IIIIIIII KllOzlHlllh f) 1 f) T he 

"clght of tile COl li IS not ;l\ :lIlabl :lnd the diameter IS 26111111
1
\ 

Stnl1 Goron I1\ClltlOllcd a COlli of the S:UllI.: T)l )e A 7 that IS also In the K:l\\nle colk."Clion. Bu t the COlli hns a 

'thick dum,,~ fl nn' ;lnd the dcslgn of both the obversc ;md rc\crsc arc d()ubh.: elrclc The legend of the 

TC\'crsc cnds " llh I::ll1dltdo IQJI/(ijollll lll Ittsl cad o f 'Illulkahu' and the 1111111 IS Ilu5:lInabad but dale IS 1I0t 

cft,-ar The \\I.:I£hl IS IIJ 7 grallis and the dl;ul1eter IS 15 mm, tlud,lIess 4nml h
• 

T\'Lle A 7 (il) Gold Tanka 

The COlli IS the 5:111IC as T ' pe A7 abovc bUI the mml name 0 11 Tt!\'crsc IS Fnlh:lbad :lnd date IS only 'X9" 

The coin IS III a pmah: colieclioll 111 Indla l1 DI ;ulleter i ~ 14m11l. weight is nol :lvailnblc Then: is :lllothcr 

com of the ~:lHle ('Ill,: 1Il~lIl1oned b~ Goron 111 Kawale coliecllon of F:lthabad l1ulIl but dl:lmctcr IS 17 

mm and \\elgh l l~ I o. 7!:>rnl1l~ Also a !) ll11lbr COin 111 the British Museulll ha\ Illg Ilomlill I.amelo 

T\'pl,; AX OUiloyr cold T:mb 

The legends of both thl.' ob'cl se and re\'erse: arc the S:lIllC;I$ T~ pc AS :Ind :llso stnlck from Khat..'\na.h but 

dated 1)05 Th~ \\Clghlls 2 1 grams and the dl<lmch.:r IS 13 mill I ... 

Silver Tankas (co mmemorat ive coins) 

T\'pe 81 Sd~cr Taltb.i! 

The ob'crsc l1e:.rs the 1-:3111113 III 3 double br:tkclOO Ci rcle In (hree hnes and margm bcars the names oCthe 

four Khaltfhs. Abu Ba~:tr. Olll:tr, Usman :uld All . II1t c:r51>crsed b} arnb~ques 

The rc\crse bears a long legend III SIX lilles in a Circle m Sltl!olllli rmtiOkakk,1 'al(l A//cih ClllolI~1 " 

Kiilllrii 11(1'1 KiimltlIJ ha'moyo' A/Nih .')(1),'1(./ 'Alii II'" (./lInylf \~{I'd liTn (Jbil lIJ Imllam,r ij/l.\C!jn SliO" 11.\' 

SII/fcin 1,(tI!I ;':UIIIIII 'The rel iant (Sullan) on Allah the conqueror of Ihe K;u1lI'u and K:ll1ltnh b~ the help of 

1\lIah Sa~~ld /\1:1 \I'd dUII~a "a'd dill :'Ibu'l I1mz;tfT.'u Husn lll Sh~lh the Sultan Kamtah is conquered' There 

IS no dale and 1111111 011 the COlli '" 

" lP.Gocnka COIiCCIIOIl C;J!cIlIl :t, llIdl(l 
If' ONS. 1 .. 9. J) 12 , . 

J.P.Gocnka Col lcctlOIl . 'I"published. 
11' ONS. 1"'.1, P 12 
1<1 Ibid . P II 
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TIus type \ :ttu:.s 111 rcsl)Cct Or the dl.:slgns and SI7.CS. some COlliS h3\ C both the obverse ::l.IId rcwrsc dCSIWtS 

11\ a cl rch:. some arc thl,' ob\erst.: III double br.tckelt.:d Circle bill all the n:\'asc des igns are In a circle or III a 

pl:1In :m::1 The 1ll\ ... ;IMH -': I11CIII ,aneS 21, 28 :uld 30 111m III diameter It IS 10 be noted here that the 1;)51 \\ ord 

'F:Uh Kaml," h,l ' hl,'Cll .llsu 1Il ~c.nhcd \:lriotl$ l~ In some COlliS II IS 'Falh Kallllah' :Imllll others It IS 'Kaml3 

F:ltk' Agalll 11i-.: ~ 1h!lhng of 'K:untah' differs. SOIIll.:lIlllt.:.'S It IS 'Kamla' \\lth :111 .. Ahl"al Ihe I.:nd, SOnll.:lIl11C$ 

'Kamiah' \\llhoul 'Aid' 

Type B I (ill Siher T:tI1I..:l IK3lima T, l1e) 

11le ob\crsc Iegcl1d IS Ih-.: K.1IJI1I:1 and lil t: lIame or thc fout Klmllr.,s Ilkc the cOin I~ IX! B I nbo\·c bUI the 

Khalll"a IS 111 h\O IIIICS and thc third Ime contams the mun and d:l.Il! 

n le n,'\crse IS thl.! S:'III1C :IS th l.! legend of t)pc 8t abo\e Jnd Ihe lasl \\ ord \\flttCfl as either 'Falh Kallllah' or 

'Kaml::lh "ath' rhls \,Iriet\ of r~t>c HI (a) IS fou nd frolll the II11111S Sh:mfabad elated }>iXX, XIWAH 

Barbal...'lb:td daMI ~)lJ1I \H Damd Darb daled IJOO and Kh:tl..'1nah datc.>d (1)11. thl.!re IS anothcr /11111t , D~ml 

Noer act.ord1l1~ 10 some :scholars But r~(hng IS doubtful It lila) be read as Darud Darb \\lIh a shortage 

of a letter 'Ahf' of Onr Till' \\C1Shl of lhc COinS of this \3ncty IS 111 gcncral 101 grnms :md measuremcnt 

':.'lrll.~ from 17 IU 111mnl 11,erc IS Of1e com ofShanfnbad mllli dated 81'1' Weight 10 7 grams. , .. here the 

\\old F:lIh "': ;\I11\,lh 1'1 \\11t1~11 r\:\cud~ as the \\ord Kamiah has been cngr3\c.'d olllhc COlli dtn=cl l ~ 

T, Uk 62, Silver 'I an!.J 

Thl.! ob\l'rsc bcarll Ihe K~IIII\la 111 1\10 hnes ;l lId the thud IIIII! contallls thl' 1111111. name and dale n,e 
obscr\l.'CI II1l11t ~ art.' hanrabad dalCd 1S9t,1 , lI usJ.1I1abad dated 1$ 911 and 90U. B;\rbal.abad 1S9'J. Danld DJrb 

daIL'CI XtNAI I 

lhe fevers\.' bears the 10llg legend. In scwn hnes a,I' S/lltan 01 'lid,l 01 bibl w(lladt saJ:~'t"/l1 Iml ,-ya/tI1 

'A/iill'd ("111.1'; \1(1 '(/,1", ,"m" IIIu:af/o,. f1:noYIi Slitil/ (II Sil l!';" thell/mial/a/Ilt nwlkahll 11(1 ,(1I1~allallll' the 

Just Sult31l the l)..'Ilt.'\Oklll. descendant of the leader of the prophet\;. !tubhnlll) of the "orld :md the 

religion Flllhcr ul \ 1\,1U" Hu"ll ltl Shah ns Suitnn m:l~ Allah perpetuate hl$ 1)01\t.:r ;md K IIlgUOlII' 

11us type 1:0 n:prcscnlc.11 frolll the mints Shanfabad dated 899, Hus.'tnabad dJh . .'d H99. 900. Barbakab:'ld 

gW, Kha z;lIlah and D :'Il1ld darb both dated g99 There arc varlelles accordlllg 10 the dcs lgn of the ob\crsc 

:md the n;'\.'rsc :lIId Ihe \\l' lght r:mgcs around 10 6 grams and measurements 2(1 to 311 nun 

TI PC 03 Sth ,"'r Tan"'" Icomul\:llloGlu\ C COIIlS) 

The ob\\:rsc be:us the Iq; ~~l1d III fivc hnes a,\ Sul!;;"/I'I .fii"~1 It Kiimnl 1\ a 'I Kc;"',ah II (/ .lil/lIclAU,. armiiY(Jf 

Allah ililill 1.1 dlll1l'll 11t/ 'l/llii, crhit '/ III/I~(IU{/r 'The \ Ictonous Sult:lll lor (collqut.'st 00 KJlllnJ K::Il11lah and 

hJII.I£.ar II luch ... blessl1l£-!,> or Atl::th Ihe: stlbtullll ~ of the \\orld nnd the rcieglol1 Fnthcr or \ Ictor~' 
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The n;\crSI! b4,:,l" Ih..: n.:" of lhe h:gcnd 10 the III\\!S :.150 {l1I \tl)Y111 .'illii" 0\ SII/!an hit! Sa»)'!!/ A~lrof 01 

1;111'0)"; khalladtl A'hilllt IIIIIIkallll"CI ""W"lIllII, Vtlf!,nhml 'X9, '1Iu5:1I11 Sh~h as Sultan Son uf S:t~~ld 

A5hraf:tlllu "~\lt1I mal \11:111 ]lcrp":IU~I": Ills I)(m..:r ;tnd I'l1lgdom Falhab~d (mlllt). 'XI)' ('1) datI.: 

Ilus I\PC IS \ef\ r.lIe Jnd ani) a f l.."\\ coms arc I-no\\ I\, 11'0SI of Ihe I-.no\\11 COlliS bclllg IIlll1led rrom 

I 'of{/(/hml :lnd Ilw dah: 10; on" 'X!)', not Kl)9 11"".: arc onl) rour COins of this 1)lX! III lhe COIlCGIIOIl of 

B N r..'1 all arc sirud. 110111 F;athabad c'cepl one :Uld arc d:lU.'d 'K9' TIl<! \\ClijhIS ~rc around 10 511 gr:un 

;md mc.lsurClllcnts :,uc !(, nllll each Onl~ one COlli bears Ihl! 1111111 n:UHe MlilummmMhud IS d:\tcd YN AH 

Type B4 Sd \.crJanka (Kahn,;! Type) 

n'l! ob\ I!rsc bC;Jrs Ihc K:llllna 1Il two hnes :l1ld the thi rd hlle conl~ lI1s the 1\11111 name and d:ul.: The nunl 

11:1.1111: IS l'lI'~'«h;'cI.lIId Ihe dah: i<t)9AH 15 also found III KIIlI=iinn/J dated Xt)\) I.)()O, YOH & 910, Mllyw/i.ihc1d 

d:ucd Y07 ~nd UJlllldriihcitl diU\.! llIlo:glblc 

Thl! re\Crs..: bl.":Ir~ II~ name of the Suhan \\ Ith Ihe lilies 111 four IlI1cs 'AltilliJ (h",y{i wu'u Ch;, Clhiil mw;u/TlIr 

lJ'I\l/,llm 8//1;11 tI. 1I11!lill JJjol/cul"l/lIhll m"I1""m 'HI SIII!iimlllil 'sublllnJl~ QI till': \\orld and the rcliglol1 

falher of thc IIclon lIuc;,1\n h:lh as Sultan n~~ Allah I>crpetu:ltc Ius ktllJ;dum J.nd I>o\\er' The \\clght or 

the cams of 11 liS hi)'.; rangl.!S rrom 105 to 10 8(. 3ud d13111t..1cr 25 mill to 32 mill Ie 26, 27. 2~. 2Y, 10 and 

31 mn! each of the "11;: IS found 

T\Qc as SIh .. r ~ 

Thc oInerS\: III "alii": ,1~ the T ' I)C B .. III :I. elfell: but the 1ll1I\! 11~IIlC IS HU:)~l1Iah:ld rhe rC\Io: ISC IS ;IIIIlOSI 

":-I IlIC :-IS TH)C U" 's IC\CfSC but \ ... lth rill addilion of f~the(s naml! III Ih l.: 4th IUle hm S(I)yul Awra! (11 

~"/1tI)'tmi ' lIOn of Sa, \ ld Ashraf al HusrI),anr and the Slh Ime contams !1Jlllltdu mullwlm rnslr;:.'l.d of 

'Khallada Allahu \Iu lkahu l iMe No 199 P 176, Corpus T~ pc G) 

T\'0i 86 SlhcrTjluka !ConulliOmOr.ll10n com} 

11K: ob\crsc bears Ihl! legcnd In five hnes, lI.) SII/!iinal/iillh II Kiimrii \1(1 Kiimltlh \t'O ,lii)'lOkar Wi' 

flr)'1 '!bi,l! 'Altillll dWI.'.7 1\ tI'd ell;' l/hUJ mll~(Jjl(lr' ",e Suittln conquror of K:UIIIlIP and Kamiah and JaJllaga r 

:md onssa sul!lum t ~ af Ihe "arid and the n:ltglOll falher of the \ lelory' 

llle rC\CISC be:l. IS th,: rCSl of Ihe I(..'gelld III fi\e lmc.s IJII\tI)'rm Shill! (1\ S"'!t7n hln SoXI"'U Apra/ 01 

("U{/rm, I9!nlltlt/(I A Iltill" nlll/lwlw 1\ n .)"ulriillill/ll, F{Jf~lcrh(id ' '89' 'Husayan Shah Ihe sultall son of Sa)") Id 

Ashraf .111Iu:;::trnl 111:)\ Allah pcrpclu:lte Ius klllSdonl and IJO\\er' 
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ThIS I)PC IS found from Ihe IIIIIlIS Fath:tb:td. Muhaml11ad3b:td, lI us.'1) n3bad. Kh:talilah lIu:S.:l.) n:lb:td. 

9:trb:lk:tbJd . Ihrud darb :tlld Kh:u:an:th and arc of \anous dalc.. .. In fucl tim; I\PC IS Ih i,: mOSI popul:tf 

I~PC of Hus.'\11 Shah :md l;i.i,:ner:l[J~ fou nd III abundance The \,elght range IS 10 j 10 10011 and dlanlClet 

2-1 to 21S nlln 11le d~lgll ' :mcs 

THlC B7. Slh",r l iU\kO\ 

nle ob\ ersc bc:"l rs the legend 111 Ilm.-c hnes a.1 Slllullf al '(i(/II 'A filII'" ""nyu 11'"',, tlin aM 'J 1I//I;(I{f(lr 'l1le 

Just Suh:tll sublllllll\ ofthc ,'odd :tnd the rellSlon futher of the \ ICtOr) , lh:: rcwrsc bears Ihe rc:>1 or the 

legcnd in fo uf line" Sltiih UI/I(I)'" .III/!a" hm .\(I)I)"ul A.lhrcl( al ~/II W/J'''; khlllllCJa rmdkllhll Kh(l!lmah .~I)y 

'1lu!'ayll Shah Sull,11I :;011 of Sny~ Id Ashraf:"ll Husa)' 1II ma)' hts kl1lgdo11l be perpctu:l ted. Khaz.1nah Xl)9' 

ThiS t~pc "as :'11:;0 sind, from Oarud darb dated 902, 904, \)13 , KhaZo'llmh dated X99. 903. ')0,", and '::113. 

l3arbabbad daled \)0,", It IS struck In a \\Ide flail me~ts \llLIIS 3~ lu 30 mill (halllctcrs bCSldl;5 thc !lormal 

SIZCS of 21 10 :'-0 111m 

1\ pc B7 (iI) Sllw[ Tilllka 

The OO\crsc and rc\ ~rsl.: kgcnds are samc as T)pc B7 IllClllloned abO\c bUI \\lth the addition of AJliihli 

:lfter KhJd'lIClu and of 11(1 SII/(iinCl/Ju afil!r Mulkahu. stnlek III Ihe Husaul:'Ibad mlllt daled '~'. ·~9·. Darud 

darb dah.:d '}{)1 and BarbJJ..:lbad daled 904 

Thcr~ arc some 1;0111" of Ilus:'I1Il Shah h;l\tng no Illll1t n3me but onl~ the dalcs. Type 8 5 and T~pc 86 anI) 

dah!d I) IJ cach On tlu.: OI her hand some coins :lrc there h:I\'l11g no Il1Inl names and dales. T~ I)i,;S B 1. 82, 

B5 and Oil There IS a peculiar rcnderlllg of dates III some cams also wlIh anI) one digit 'W T~ pl.: B 7 (a) or 

1\\0 (llgll 'XY' CI\p..: 13(1) l \pe 81 (a) 

r"pc BX Sih er I an~J 

The I)I)C IS ~:l me :I:S '1\ pc 07 bill omits the word 01 AtM. 'lI1CJUSI', frollllhc obverse Icgclld nle reverse 

legend IS same ls T, pc 01 but hne arr.mgclllcl1I IS different and Ihe nllm IS Darud Darb dlted \)0,", 

Allthl,.' fl \1,,; den011l1ltlilOilas 111 sI h cr, half quarter. onc-i:lghth. one·s lJo.h . .'cmh. and am;· Ihln \ !Oceondltl. of 

Husam Shah arc J..no\\11 

The ob\ersc and n,:\cr$e arc the- same as TYI)C 97 but d:uc IS nOI CIc.1r. most probabl~ the dale IS IS I-l, 1111111 

also the samc, I e Kha7 .. '1nah The \\elghlls ; 3 grams 

., 
, J S DCl't.' ll.IlIII't!r JI(III,\!it. (unpublished Press Copy) P 19. the COlli IS d:llcd I) 12, 1)14 and I) 19 
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TIll; ob\'crsc and rC\ CI:oe are thl; S:l!llC as Type 13 ~ but the mm! IS Kh:mlll:lh 1-lusnH1:lbad d:l\cd 

l) I \.'AH The \\clght lsI (. Sr.llll$ 

Type DIU (;J) Q u.;IrICI Tnn!..:!. 511\'\t[ 

There IS another t ~ pe of a qua llcr tanka III SeA l1lt~ obverse bears III :t circle the legend III (Qur IlIlcs (1S 

S/d(ffn 'Alii /I'd dllllyti IIdd diil (lhii al ltll,?aDbf The reverse bears 11\ ;l k:ul;rcd surrace (/11,\'("11 SNih til' 

SI"{rin hili .\)'I'ld A ~hl'{//III f!//\'c/)'/II No mull and date IS r~1d:lbh.: on the COlli. the \"CI~# IS 1 " gr:lIl1$ and 

dlamcter 17 11\111 

Both the ob\ersc and !'C\crse deSIgn :Ire same, the Ictlcrcd surf."ce. the legcnd on ob\(:sc IS 11m /I'ti tilmytT 

11(1',1 ,IIi, III t\\ Q lUll,' ," and the rc\'crse Icgclld '" threc lilles SIlDh (I/low)'" t il SlIlliln No II1l11t and d~uc . 

the \\'Clghl IS I .j gram' 

I\pe 8 12 1116'''1'all l.. :1 Slh cr 

nll! obI erSe b,,;;lrs 'A!ir it'd dl/llyli I~'a'd din 11\ lhree lines and Icversc bears Sl.1lih (/II.,,"YII (1,1' SII(flin also 

ILIlhrcc IlIles IH a 1'1:1111 slI rf:lce thc \\clghtIS 0 7grams 

T'IW BI3 1/32 th Tank\! Slh"c 

In n pl3m arcJ. till,' iL'gcnd (ld dltuJ'" \l'dd ti,;, III 1\\0 hnes. on the rc\c~c ,\1,011 !jll\{'yn Ill' S/f/!tlnl . Ihc 

\le lght ISO -I gmms 

Thc gold T~ ill' A I IS s1II1I1:1r 10 SI" cr T~pc 62, T~ pc A3 IS s1I11I1:\r to B4. T\ pL! 1\4 IQ 85 , T~ pc B5 to B7. 

aud A 7 to 66 bUI till: T~ I)C 1\2 :tnd 1\6 an: fou nd onl) III guld. IIke\,,!'\: T ) pc B I, B3 find ,.~ pc BlS arc 0 111) 

found 111 slh cr ThelC IS no COUl III M~ otlier fIlct .. 1 It IS J.pparcnl from the coms th31 Alnuddm HIIs.1m 

Shah stnlck com!" from thc \cl) first year of hiS rClgn both III gold and Sll wr :\nd III sC\<cml v:\nct.lcs and 

frQIIl \t\1I0 US IIlII ltS 

The lirst dmcd COlli 111 gold (T~pc ;\ I) IS stnlck from Khaz..1nah dated 891) bears the K~\llma on the obverse 

and on rc\ crsl' he proc lalilled hllllSdf the Just and generous Su 11:111 ,Uld also descendant of the Ic:tdcr of Ihl! 

Prophets ,\hlch IS slgmlic;lnt He tned to highlight hiS bcmg a 'aYYld nle corrcspondmg com In Silver 

(Type 62) \las 15:<011I.'d flolll the 1I11l11S HlIs:1l11:\bad. Shanfabad Barb:\k:tb:ld. O::J.nJd Darb. and Khaz:lIl:1h , 

all d:lh,;d ~l}\} . :1I1d h;\\ mg '.lnOllS deSIgns and orn:lIllcntallon Then.: an: also COlilS of Ihl s I ~ pc (I t! "1') pc 

82) III 5lh-cr h:\\ illS no mILl! n:1l1le or date 
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Gold COlli T~ pc A I, A2. A3 and A4 ben r Kahmn on obverse so 11 may be cllled as Kahma type The 

n:H:rse b\!ars the nal11e of the Su ltan or \\Ith Ius parentage T~pc: A2 bears the n:une of the SUII:l1l wI th the 

Kunyah 'Abu'l luplml' ;11 1(1 mOSt I)robably tillS IS the olll~ 1\I1o\\'11 COl li of Il us:lIJI bearing tlus Kutlyah All 

the other COIIlS be;1I Ihe K ItI1 ~ ah Abu'l MUl..'lITar T~ pes A3, A4 betH the namc of the SlIlt:1I1 w ith IllS 

la the"s nalll\.· Sa~ ~ Id Ashrnf 31 HlIsa~ 1111 Type A2 \\ as stnlck from Khaz.' llah dated ~I)I) and no COlli 111 

sli ver of II liS t~ pe b )..110\\11 T~ pe AJ corresponds \\Ith thl.! sliver I) pe 134 The gold type AI W:IS Isslled 

from Khazmw h d:llcd X\)9 Corrcspolldl1lg COIl1S III sllvcr type 84 also Issued from Khazanah of differe nt 

datc XlJ9, I){)IJ llOX F;Jlhabad 011 1\ d:tted XI)\) Also from Ch:t lldrabad (I 0) :tnd Mustaf..,b;ld dated l)()7 

Type A4 that correspollds wit h the silvc-r Type 135 discloses IllS f ... ther's Ilame 011 the rcvcrse The gold 

T~ pc A4 IS stmd. from Mu'a7.7 .. 'l I1l:lbad nllnl dated l)07 and sll vcr Type B4 IS struck from Husainabad 

111HlI. d:Ue IS lint cle,l r 

T~pc A i corrcspond.) \\Hh .) d\cr T)pc 87 T~pc A'i W;;IS .)lnlCk frolllihe 111 1111 Kha~;mah da ted I)U4, 0111) 

1\\0 coms ;t rc kno\\ II, but Ihe sd\ er Tycll 97 issued form Ihe I11lllt Khaz:umh dated Xt)9, HUS:lln:tb:td ' ~ !r, 

03rbak:.bad (daled 11(4) and Danld D3rb (dated 902. 1)13) 11u5 IS:t common 1)l>e fo r Ihe COlliS of Hus:.m 

Sh:lh and found III \anous tlans. Besides 11001131 SIZ,CS thiS I) PC also has 3~ to 42 mm diameter, for Ihi s 

some schola rs delilgnalcd I hL'-$c big n3n COlliS as 'Nazrnnah' tanka I c prescntat lon moneil 

T~pc A6 has no m:ttch 111 siher Type A7 bears the legend of the VIctOr) over Kamru, Kamtah, JaJnag.'lr 

:lIId Onss:t and the 1I:1I11e of the Sultan \\ 1111 h iS fa ther'S name ... nd \\as struck from the mull F:lIhab:.d daled 

'XI)' TillS I'pc III sd\\;r Ie T\pc 06 ha!. been found bC:lTIt1g differe nt t1l111I1' :lnd d:Jles IIIcludlllg I>l.!cuhar 

dates \\l lh 1\\1) dIgit , \II ~lIIgll.: dlSl1 lor I.!\:tlllpic 'X or 't)X clC the II1I11IS lI:prCSClltoo b~ thiS T~IX' BC, arc 

fathabad 'X9' Da rlld Drab. Kha.!:l.nah HlIsJ IIIJbau, Mu h:tt11m:ld:tb:td and Kh:lzanah Thl.!sl.! mmts arc 

rl.!presenh.:d b~ the datc)O from 9 10 to 924 c'\cepl the dated I) II and I) I x:J 

Husalll Shah's 1ll0SIIInportant com III sJ I\t!r IS probabl) the Type 61 It IS also COmmemoratIve coin and 

bdongs to 'Kaillua t\ pI." Bu t thc re\ erst,; Iq;t.:nd rt.:\ e~ll s the \ rctory of KanU'up alld Kamtah 111 lhls legend 

51111:1n procl:llln.:d th;'1. t he. IS re h.:ml on Allah, 01 nW((m'(lkkil 'nl5 Allah. and by IllS grace he becamc 

\ Iclonous 0\ er K:II11I'Up and Kamtah HI: also proc laimed lu msclf:15 'Sa),)'ld' desccndant of thc Prophet 

:'Ind t.:ndl1lg \\ 1111 'Fath Kal11 ta' \, l ctO~ of KamIah nlC words Fmh KamIah arc: IIlscnbcd vnriously 10sl of 

the COlli be:ns Fath K:llnwh but in one 'Kamt :th Falh' Sivlllg the salll l! IllL,":lI1 l11g In onl! COul the \\ord s ... re 

placed rc\ cSc l ~ T~ pe U I COl liS al': \,:l rtous ly ('I) kno\\I1. some coins arc foulld \\ IthoUI an) Illlllt nallle and 

d ... lc Others \\ IIh IIl1 l1tsd :llld d.:ltcs Tht,; mmls are ShaTl f:l bad dated ~IJIJ . B:lrbakabad daled 9()O. Darud 

!: R.'Jgor p ~ ~ T~ pc -I X(, 
" • The delalls or the 11I1nl .; \\1111 d:IICS arc give n ITlII cOI n lI st Mllh;\ IJ lulnd RC/"llI l 1... :1 11 111. HI lOS-lin Shahl Alt10lcr 
Ktcl:. hu BlslH~la Roup\,1 i\ Iudr:1 El.ll Pras1:lb:lIl, ' '', f~"{J\' 1n .1/('mIllTII(I/om/tt:U/'U(llmum /oT(l(dtlr (cd ) Pc rwccll 
~bS:1I 1 ,lI1d Mur.ll.h,mlllsl.ull (hcnccronh Klchhu 81SISlll;l i\l ud l.I), Ohak:1 (IN') , p X-I 
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Dr<lb dated lJUO :lud Dnru Nur d:1tcd 900, Curiou:$l), enough thl.! lIon-dmed :'lnd mill! less coms <l r~ i1 bit 

crlld~ III eXeelltlOll ~lIld probabl~ Issued c;lrher 

In all. llm .. -c !~ I)e~ of eQlIlnlCnlora!J\'c cOins of HUS:lll1 Shah have been Identified The first Type B I 

eonm1l.!nloratcs the \ Ictan of Kamnlp Jnd K;1I11t.1h and arc found onl) III s liver 111C second \) pc rcwals 

lin.: victol) o\\.'r Kamrup, K:Ulll:'lh and Jajnagar Type B3 and ;;Ire known onl~ III sliver 

Tht: tlllrd I ~p..: \\ Im:h d..:clares the \lCIOT')< over K.:lmnlp , K:umah. JaJnag;t r <llld Orissa arc lou nd bolh III 

gold (TYI}C A 7) ;lI1d SI" cr (T>'pc B6) Sliver (;01l1S of Ih l.! Ilmd t)'pe I c T) I}C 136 arc uSlln lly found III 

.:lbund<lllce and stnlc" throughout IllS reign But the gold coins i c, Type A 7 IS generally hmlh.:d in l1umb..:r 

ilkl,,: thl,,: othl,,:r Su ll:lI l1 gold COL li S Typc Be, IS ])rob:lbl)' the most eomlllon kIlO\\1I typl,,: 10 Slhel bUI of thc 

corresl>Olldlnggold COin", T~ pe A 7, ani) fi\·c COins :Ire knO\\11 

II is to bc noted here th:\l all Ihcse colllJ11cmor:l1ive coins arc very important and significant. Type BI 

5110\\ $ thn! th l.: Sulmn IS 'rehan! on Allah and conqueror of Kamrup ami KamIah b) Ihl.: mercy of All.:1h ', 

n,e earliest 01'1111:- 1~1l"-" IS dml.!d ~99 and .lIso \\llholll dall.: and 1ll1ll1!..:ss as :llread~ bl.:cn ml,,:u llon..:d TillS 

legend of T~p..: 81 al:;o currobor<lICS \\1111 Ihl,,: le" t of an IllliCnpl lOI1 o( HUS:1 111 Shah d.:lh:d t)U2 ~.1 Mosl 

prob<lbl~ Ihe datd~s and 1Illlliless coms \\erc. the earliest ISSUC)I of Husn lll Shah Just nOer 3sSlIImng 

po\\cr hc <ll1l1tllUlCed Ius 0\\11 \lctory durmg MuzafTar Shah rKallll;t1! )\lI:Hdan') which probabl) as a 

Illllli stcr \\::IS Ius 0\\11 ch.:dl l nlld that W;tS uSl:d for propagand<l , nlOugh thiS Type BI cams nrc only "nowil 

dntcd KI) \) and IJOiJ. probabl~ tillS type censed to be issued ~In(,;r 900 But the SU~lIil and Madrasall 

1IlSCnptlun:-; of HU:;::HII d:lh:d lJ02 nnd 1)()7 rc\cal the c1nllll of conqueror of Kalllnlp and Krullt;\h b~ lht 

n1l.: rc)' of Allah It mdlcales thai up to 907AH. Kamlnh Kamrup I C thc non.h -easte", frontlcr connic! 

\\cre conll1lumg and 1II1)()2 and 907 somc cOllsidcrable ,.ictor)' W,IS achievcd 

Type 83 COlliS no: \en r..rc and oll l ~ a few arc kno\\11 In lhis typc {hc \ I ttor~ of hlJll<lgar was :-.dded 

nlollH \\ It II K.lll1nlp ;1IId KamIah II also ll1dic~IlCS sOllie gr.ldllnl dcvelopment 111 th t.: conqlH':SIS Though 

then: IS the 1lI1111 n~II11C 111 Ihe COlli but no s]l\:clfic date IS glvcn on Ihe COin except a fiCI1I10US date of 1\\0 

digits '~Nt (dl~cl1l.sl!d ];lIer) T~pe A7 and 06 sho\\ rurther vlctoncs These COIl1 lypl!S mcludc Ihe victory 

over Orissa also :llong \\ Ilh the victory of K:lmnrp. K.lIlll:-.h and J3Jnagar BUI curiously cllough III Types 

Bland 83 th..: kgcnds nn the am.: hand dedan.: the SlIlt:1I1'S glory b~ tile \\ord ':-.1 Fnllll' the conqueror or 

such alld sue l, land~, on rhe Olher hand usc of Ihe word likl.: til 1IIllltlll'aUII 'lilt; A/liih (rd,;lIIt on Allah), 'ho 

'mo)'(1/ A/hih' (\\Jlh Ihe ll1erc~ or Allah) and 'a/ 'miiytll A/lfih' (endowment of Allah) how the 1I11tl:l1 cnSIS 

of the countl"\ \\ hl1..: the Sult<l1l was len to the IIICI'C), of Allah . All Ihese indic:llc the c<lrl) problcllls of 

consohd:lIlOn and r~~lor.lllon of PC;\CC, The nlyaz tell s us thnt for thl.: r\:Slor;ltlon of pc.'\CI,,: il L thl.: cr t) of 

G:H1d Hus:l1II h:ld 10 ~III 1\\cl\ c thousand Illcn in olle d::l ~ Thcrdorc. it 1l1:1~ b..: saId thai thc medle\tal 
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^

mlers also uscd religIOn lor thc purpose of consolld;). tloll of thclI' \\ otdl) po\\c rs. DUI III Type A7 and OC. 

eOllls \\lnch de, l~r' Ih.:: \ ICIO!,) of K:llIlrlll), K;lllllah. JaJII:'lg;l( and OrlSS:l no word of gratltudc IS 

1I1cniioiled It 1ll.1~ also he I1lC1111011l.:d here thai i ll later pari I'll' hiS r'::lgn he did 110 1 gave much cmph:1S IS on 

religiOUS forlllul;lS nOI did Ihe subsequent rulers of 1115 f:lllli ly lise rcJiglOus legend o r K:illln:l 111 Ihelr 

COIilS The~ \Icn: eonlented 10 dcc l ~n.; ::IS of th t.: Husa llli falllll~ and \\Ish or perlx: tU::l IIOIl It II1dlcales th l.! 

flllnil~ 's sccular atWuU". Ihe~ \\;luted to l)roJcct a see ul:rr cOlllage s),stel11 probabl y As \\e kncm thaI 

HUS;lI!) COlme to pOllcr through a d~ r1:tst l c re\OIUIIOn b) ousting the Ab~ ssliliall s ;'Illd the last ru ler of the 

1:tl1lrl ~ Mu zatl':lr Sh:th lI as killed Tll1.:rcfon:. the question ;'Irrses that III th l..! yea r of th l..! assumptJolI of' 

po\\er b~ Husarn I e III )(1)1) " hell consohdatlon of pO\\ l.! r restor;1lion of PC;1CC and dlsclplme were more 

Il11ponanllhall conqucsts, these claull of conqucsts ho\\ far III the vel)' first )car of Ius rClgn III Ihe north· 

eaSlern and sOll lh·"I,.·"lern fronllcr lands \\crt: corrCCl. 111al IS the legend of Ihe COlli (T)lX: AI and B6) 

COllqU C-IOI or K:llll rup \\:\ Kamwh \I'~I JaJ.tagar \\3 OrrSS:l was II Irtemrrl) lruc') 11us has drawn thc 

:lIlCIlIIOn Oflhe modem IlI stOn.:lIlS, 

Among the IlIstorr :ms Abdu l Karrm and 1\'lomlawr R.,hman T:l rafdar discussed the IcScnd . AI·F:ltlh II 

" :mtnl \\a Kam1 ah \\:\ Jalnagar \\-:1 OrlSS::" ' Il dl.:l:I.ls Kanm h;'ld published :'In anl clc III 1910 Where he 

admItted th:11 III the ~ ear or assumpnoll or power by Hus:ull III XY9 thcse co rns bc<'mng the \ fctor)' legend 

(T)pc Btl) \\cre slrue\.. He presumcd tll;\l during the rC.SII or the M::Ihlllud Shalu (Later IIYa5 Shahi) 

regmlc, bemg an nnpon;ult nob le of the realm. Husalll conqw.: roo these l:lllds !~ For publlCl1\ 's sake. as II 

"as a ", .. 'ec.sSlt~ :11 the Illne of Ius occup.1tlon of the Ihrone. Husall) announced Ihal Ihe Sult~lll IS the S.1111C 

I Ill. am II 1'0 had cOllqueled Kamnlp. K:trntah. J3Jllagar. :tnc! Orissa!" ThaI I ~ , all thcse \ .cloncg \\ o,,;.IC 

earlier acllh.;\ en1en t ~ I 11.: :llso enumerated the I..no\\ n sources other th.111 COlliS. of the. call1p:tlglls of those 

lands and concluded th;11 Ihe Kamnlp K:lIntah e~pedltlons SI:lrted III 149X. t11l.: Sultall achieved IIlltlal 

Success III 1502 II. \\1111:11 ~ea r he Issued all inSCrlpllOn referring 10 Ihe conqucst of Kalllnip Kamtah. fo r 

the Jaln:lbar·Ons$:1 c:'lrnp:l lgiis Ih~ kllo\\ 11 d,IICS ~Irc 1S01}. 1513 ;lIld 1516:' Mlikhapadh~ :1~ rcy:cted the 

oplllion of " :)(1111 :tml .Irgu"d Ihal If so happen~d III the pre'lolis rClgns thcn Ihc cla'llI of that \ IctOt) of 

the s:lId l;lIId \\ould ha\c been recorded III the respt..'Cllvc Su ltan's corns or IIlSCnl)trons But pinor Ihe 

Hus;lIn Shah such c\~"l1pks arc nOI present!'" But Mukhapadhyay admltled thai the COIll bc::r.nng Ihe 

\ IctOt) iI.:gend \\ell; IS!'otied III lS~9 ;1lld OPII1l..:<I thaI It W;IS the practlcc of the nl lcrs that al Ihe tlille of 

e~pcdll'OIl to a 1;'Il ld the~ us,,'d to ci31111 thc \ ICtOI) or that coullt!') 1') Tarafdar also rqcclcd Karrm's 

-, s . uala IIIscnpllon l3urdl\ :III, CI.IPlE. P 2.1 I 
!' JASP. XV. 0 I PP "·111 
:.. S/llfa'" . 1111111, P 1 ~o 
: . .IASP, XV. I) II 
:. Dusho Bachh:u. p 101 
:v Ibid. P 1111 
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rulers also us..:d n.:l!g l\lII to r th\: purpose of cOllsolldalloll of th C;: lr \\ordl) po\\ \.': rs Out III Type A7 and B(} 

coms ,\llIch dl.'cbrc Ih\,., \ ICIOI') of K:ullrUI). KamIah. Jajnagar and On~sa nO word of grautudc IS 

l1Ientloned II 111.1\ :Ibo he mentIoned here [hal 111 latcr p:lrI of'llIs r":lgn he did nol gave much cmph:1SIS on 

religIOus formulas nor did the subsequent rulcrs of 1115 r~l1ll1 l ) lise rci1glOus leHend or Kall1na 111 theIr 

COlliS The~ \\..: te comelued to dcclan; as of tilt; Husa ml famll~ ::Uld \\lsh or Pcrl)C[UaIl0U It IIIdlcate5 the 

farnd~'s sccul:lr a!lI!LU.k . ! hc~ \\anted to prOjl •. "(; l a secular comagr.: SyStl.! lll probably A s \\C knOll that 

Il usal" Cam\,.' 10 po\\\!r through a d\ I1:lSIIC n':lolullon b) oustIng the Ab~ ssllllal\ s and the lasl olil; r of th..: 

l~lIld} Mu zatl':lr Shah I\as killed Thelefon:. Ihe quesllon anses that III th l.! )cnr of th i,,: 3ssump(JOII of 

po\\er b\ HUS:Il11 I I.' m xt)Y " hen consohdatlon of po\\cr restoration of peace and dlsclpiln..: wcre morc 

unportalll Ihan conqUl..·.sIS. these chum of conquests ho\\ far III the ve .. y first ~t.:ar of IllS reign III the north· 

cnStc.: rn and ,,{'ulh·"c'\lern frollt rer buds m:n,: corn.lCt nlat IS the Il."gt.!nd of lhe cOin (T) p!.: ;\ I and B(,} 

cOllqucrol of ~ :unrup \\;1 Kamtah \lrJ hlJlliIgar "" Onssa was II IlIer:lrlh tn.IC·1 "us hJoS drawn the 

altenllon orlhc mo<lern lustonans 

Among the luston:lIls Abdu l Karim and MOllllazur Rahm:1II Tarafda r discussed Ihe legend ' AI·Fallh II 

Kamnt \\:1 Kallliah \\a JaJnagar \\"J Onss:"!' III dCI ;;Hls Kanm had published :'In anlclc III 1970 Wherc he 

admitted th:!1 III the) \,.';l r of assumption of power by Husalll III ISYI} these COl liS bc..1nng the \ Ictory legend 

(T)pe B6) \\erc slnlcJ.. He presumed 111m du nng the reign of the Malunud ShuJu (L:ttcr 11) :15 Shahi) 

rcgmle. bclllg an Illll)ort.lllt nob le of the rca lm. Husam conqUi.:roo these IJnd:/' For pubiICII\ 'S sake. as II 

\\as :1 neCl.!Sslt~ al the IlIlU.· of Ius occupallon of Ihe thrOlle. Husa lll :uUloulIecd Ih31 lite sull'1I1 IS thl.! 5o,me 

ltuSaUl \\110 h:lrJ conqttcll"d Kamnlp. 1\.:\llll:lh. J ~llagar. :llld Ort s~;r·'· 111;11 I). all these "cloneS \\elC 

earhcr achle\ cmCIIIS li e also cnUllicral ..:d thl.! kno\\ n sources other than COlliS. of the. c:ltllpalyns of those 

lands and concludl.'d th:ll the. Kamrup K::Ulllah e'l: pedlllons staned III 149X. the ul tan acillevt.:d nlltlal 

success III 15112 III \l hlCh ~C:1 r he Isstle.d an 1Il5CnptlOil rcrcrnng 10 Ihe conqucst of Kamnlp Kamtah. for 

the JaJllag:lr·Ons!>a C,lIllP;U.\iIlS the kllo\\ II dates arc 1501}. 1513 :Ind 151 (,!' Mukh:lp:tdh~a} rcJccl..:d th ..: 

opullon of " :HlIn ,tllli ,lI gucd th:lI Ir 50 happ!.: lI..:d III the prC\lOllS reIgns thclI Ihe clalll1 or that \lctOr. or 

Ihe s:l ld land \lould h:l\e. bcell ",corded III the respecl lve Sultan's COlll5 or IIlSCnl)UOnS l3ut plnor du.: 

Husal1l Sh:lh sllch C\:II11!, lcs arc 1101 presellt!1I But Mukhnpadhyny adlllllh • .:d thai the com beanng lhe 

\ ICIOT) I..:gelld \\CIC 1 ~!>ueJ III ~~9 and opillcd that It was the practlcc or the nlle.rs th:11 at Ihe Illlle of 

":\J)I.-clllloll 10 a land th \,.·\ u!>l,:d to cI:um Ihe \ ICIO,) of that COUIII !') !'1 T:l r:lfd:u :'llso rCJe.ctcd K:lrllll'S 

. , 

. 1131:l1I1SCn l)IIQII Burd" ;III. C·'. INH. P 2" I 
:' JASP. XV. 0 I pp t)·111 
.:'.I> ."i /lllmlt . 11II1I1 P 1,0 
: • .J.ISP. XV I) ! I 
:0 Dusho Bachh:lr p l!Il 
=" Ibid. P ' III 
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proposition of c:II II..:r :lclHC\CI!lCllt but adnlllt t.:d that the ck'un of thc "'1C1Ot) mer Kamnl l) Kamiah 

JnJ nagar and Ons!';) b, 11115;)111 III 1S~9. for propaganda's sake may be correct \" 

In fact \\C h;\ \'c Scen that dunng the reign of l\-lu znffa r Shah Kal1lf(t Mart/tin coms wcre Isslled, ;) 

coml1l \!mOr~lIl\ c COIil dated Xl}X Therefore.:. the proposition of Karull IS at lc:l ~1 part ially correct It may be 

:l$sun u.:d that Ju::-I aller 3~.;umm,t; po\\cr I-IIIS:lln strock COinS \\ Ith the :"IlInUUIle.:cmCllt of the "Ictory of 

Kamrop and K:ulltah through T~pe 01 Most probably Ihe creeht of 'Kaml:. Mardan' of the reign of 

Mu t.1fT;lr Sh:lh (In 1(1J;(l \\as due to I Iusa1l1 which he ctaiml.:d through the und:ltcd COIOS of T) pc 0 I. 'a l 

F:nih al K:l.In ru \\:t'l K;untah ba'm:t~a t Allah' and' Fatdl Kaml:lh' 

ow another quest ion ;'1ns~ "helher there \\:"IS a civil war at the end of MII7 .. 'ltfar Sh:lh'S reign. \~llIch h:l.d 

l:lslCd for O\lr mon th s. rcsultlllg III the klllmg of Muzaffar and pavUlg the \\;ty for Husa in In the C:l.se of 

el\ II \\ar ho\\ could II be posslbk for contllluous vlclory of Ihl! nOr1h"'::lSt":nl frontier for the )\Iluslll11 

so ldiers" Inf:lct 'I\.;unt;t fI.'l:trdan' cOIn d[lled K98 (the "1st ~e:lT for MU 7.:IfTh r) :l.nd 'fath Kamiah' COLTIS datl:d 

KlJlJ and YUU of Hlisalll . hah lIIdlc.tte it continuous frolltll:r COnnlCI In Ih;'lt a rc;'l Llkc\\i s..: thl:r~ were 

conflICts and conqucSts III til ..: sOlllh'\\~1 frolltlcr also If the Typt,; A1 ;'Ind B6 COUlS arc 13kt,;n into account 

Most prob;lbl~ frOIll Ihe tllll l! of i\'lu4 Iffar Shah thl!se I!xpcdltlons 11\ the nonh-castcm and soulh·,,'csteOi 

frollts \\ere COlll llllllllg AccordlllS 10 T:tr:'tfd:lr these contmuous frontier conflicts ,,"ere mht,;nted by 

HUS3 1H Sh;lh :lIId conunm'd III l:ltcr lunc:! n Therefort,;. 111 th l! cOllle)\1 of these conlllltious fTonller battlcS 

\\ llh th..: 1l t,;I~hbonng cnCIllI":S the Ih..:orr of the fO llr months 10 111; CIVil \\ ,Ir dU ri ng Muzaffar Sh;lh's reign 

demands recOlIsld..:r:1I10n 11 SIIPI)Or1S the oplillon that 1rc..1cherousl> \\ Ith th..: hclp of the palks olle nlghl 

HIIS:1I11 killed ~ 1 t1z.10·:l r Shah T:uafdar accepts thiS bUer V1L,,\\ to be correct I ~ 

farafdar's prOI'O.)IIIOI1 th:1I ;'II thc Wllc of ;'ISSUllllllg I'0wt,;r b~ Hus:un Shah Ih..: c'\lledulons of Ihl: fronlll,:: rs 

\\ere conllllul ll,!;.. llIa~ b..: corn;et Ju st ancr assuIIIlIIg pO\\el Husalll tll ;'l~ h:nc announced the \ICt01') 

dunng MUl.l0:-'r's Iline :l.S hiS 0\\11. ;'Ind ]>roba bl~ SOllie pnm:ll') conqucst III Ihe frOntlcr rna) ha\e bl.'Cl1 

declared through the slh cr coins Type R I In the cOlltext of the geller:l.1 condit lOll of the country th iS kmd 

of dcc1:tr:mon \\:1S nccc.c;s:t ry for the cOllsohd:l.IIOn of hi s own l)Ower and to r up kccpmg the mor:!1 of thl! 

pcopl\: BUI tlic 'Falh 1\.;\ll\lah' coms be:It'IIIS I1Il11t n;U11C5 and d:llcd ~9~ and ~O() arc most prob:lbl) Issued 

to commcnlOratc H US,llll hah's \ lctOI') Because. 1f these \\ere Illllltcd so lcl~ fOI' propag.1Ild;'l thcn an i) 

'K;ulItah' \\:ts 110t I1l C1l 110lled Th..:n.:forc. It provcs hiS 0\ .. 11 vlclory O\.ocr Kal1l1;'1h III IN9 :.lod 900 The $Ullt3 

IIIscnpllon datl:d t)()2 ;'Ilso cor roborales :lIld confirms this, 

", r.,,\ R Tarafd;u. ·Epl~I ;l l>llI C :lI1d NUli llsmatlc notcs bcanng 011 the HIS10r;. of Prc-Muglml Beng<ll ~ . .1.1.\'81). XX. 
No 311'.175l l) '.I 
II Ib1d P I) 

1: HSB. p 1$ 
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T) pe B6 COlliS dated XIJIJ \\ere Issued for ,wbficlty ~IS assullll:d by Illston:ms. Out III rC:l lIty II has been 

pro\'ed that Just :\Ol,;\' III " :lsccnSlon to the throne liusa m Iss\led the COIllS of 'Fmh Kamla' T~pc Ie T)pl: 

BI There IS mueh grounu to bdle\'c that Hus:lIn dHJ IIOllssue llu.: CO I11S \\l lh specific dates cl:l l1l111lg the 

\ lClory mer J ~ltnaga r . l l1d Onssa (T~ I)e B(t) unlll SOI1l I.! sort of \ Ictor) \\:lS achle\ed 11\ the soulh ·west 

front Though the carhc.;t com of Ihl s I ~pe IS s:ud to bl.! X\)9 but It IS a fact Ikll no COlli of Il us:\m bearmg 

the cl;lUll of \ ICto~ 0\ er K:ulIrup_ K:lI11I:lh. JaJnag:l r :.nd Onssa dated g91J h3S yet tx.:cn found Whereas 

COlli or tlus t ~J'c's c:uln,:sl known date IS 910 A H when some sort of victory III thl.; Orissa region might 

havc becn ach lc\cd 1\ pe On conlS' known dales accordmg 10 Kanm arc 9 1011504. 91511509. 

1J 1 t,111513 . t,llIlI~I" , \)221 1" ' () and 92·lIlj lX U l3ut we ha \'c found cams artfUl' I) PI! \\ere contlllllOllsl) 

struck from ~ 1 (J to the end of IllS relgll III) to 925 from dlm:rcntlll il1ls, c..xccptlllg the dales IJ I I and 918. 

COin T) I}C So \\:15 !'trllck from D:arud Dl rb date 9 10, <) 13. 92 1. 922: from HUs.1lmlbad daled 9 14 l nd 9 19. 

Muhammad:lb;ld d:l led 916. 9 17. 920 ;lnd 924 Bl:Sldes C0ll15 olher sou rces re\cal lhe d:'les of lhe 

e\.pedilions to J :I.l na~:l f Jlld Onss:l as 1501) (9 15 i\ 1\ ) 1513 (91 IJ) and 15 16 (92 1) ;lS K:lrllll hJS reporled u 

TIlere arc diSCUSSions or the coms of Husalll Shall. bcantlg the legend of 'al Fallh KiUUru \\'3 Kamiah wa 

JaJllngar \\a OrISsa dated xt)1) In (.,cl none of them bear the d:llC ~99 'Ollle COI1lS were fOll nd from the 

milliS F:uhabad and Khal.an3h or Khaz..lnah Husalll:lbad \\ lIh:l flClliious l
\ dat-.: ell her on l ~ 'glJ' \dllch h:l\C 

been laken as Xw b~ Ihe scholars Such coms bc::mng (h t.: k:gend of Type 06 and dated ISYIJ ns cited b) 

Karnn arc O~ I C C01l1\10 123. \\here 'Fathabad M9' has been IIlscnbed bliithc wfller (Lane Poole) thought 

II was 1S9!), b~ Illi slake '~.;t)' has been recordedJ6
; likcwise IMC II , also bears the d;lIc '89,31 

In fllel no COIil conlalllltlg slich 'ICtO~ ' legend (K:Hnrup. KamIah. J:1Jnagar and OrISsa) re\eals Ihe d:lte 

~91J Therefore. thCIl' 1$ no rC:lson lnd ~copc of tJlklllg thl! digIts 'tW' l S • gt)~'AH 

Moreo\l:r. :l COlli t~ I)I.' of 'lJusr:l1 huh from Ihe Illlnl Darud darb d3lL'd 925 also bt.::l1"S Ihe 'FiCtitiOUS' dale 

'lS9' wllh the Illlill F:uhnb:ld on the other sld t.: of the S~\lne COIll ' As the COlli legends of HU$:l 1l1 Shah :md 

lIsrat Shah an; COl1lllktcl~ dlffereTlt. there IS 110 Scope or usmg :l dice of Il1Is:'nn Shah for the com of 

' usr:!1 b~ ml~I:lJ..~ ThcrdOre. III prt,;sencc of such :. cOin of NUSr:l1 Sh:lh thef\: IS no vnlld reason to 3Ssumc 

the COlli of H US:111l \\1Ih 'F;'lIhabad K9' as dUled 899A 1=I 1
• h IS obVIOUS that after his victory HU S3111 claimed 

It on hIS COII1S \\ Ilh Ille proper dates rorlll 910 onwards It may be mcntloned th:lt T) pt,; A 7 Ie thc gold 

" JASP XV (1'J7i1t r 1 
" Ibid. P 11 
" J S De~dl. III Itllpar Bangl;1 (rrcs.s Copy) ror Ihe firsl lllne used Ihls Icrlll 
lit Ill/C. P I N. PlalC VI aho IIIrrodUClion. P XXIX, 
1 IMC. II. P 17. COlli 0 17; . PI V, 
\I' Aboul tlus fi !,!u rc '~N' 011 t he COlliS or 1-i1ls:J1II and Nusra l BhnllaS:lh C01l1nll,:nled I 11 :11 ~Thc) cannOI represent ;1 dill e 
b~ Ihemselvcs, " N K B h,ll1. I~III , 'mall/glll' IIf t.fltn,' wlll'{ ,('d hI .'1'/11'1'/11 . 1.."'\ I 1'rIl/ flllr IIf K(lII','~'r Ilml,'t', f)/mJ.(I, 

(lml J'n: wlllt" ll iJ "11' I 1m , 1/ \ " n c' /II/I. (I-/cllccfonh T.ufoor catalogue) Dace;l. 1 ')1( •. P XX 
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T~ pc 86 COlliS daled xI)\) \\\.: re Issued for publlclly ~I S ~ssulllcd by IlIslon:lns 13111 111 re:lI ll) II Ims been 

pro\ cd Ihm J" SI aO.: 1' III " ascenSion to Ihe thronc Ilusa ln Iss\u.:d the COllIS of 'Falh Kaml:l ' T~pc I e T) I)I; 

13 1 Tlu;rc I" Il luch ground 10 bcllc\'c Ihal Hus<llll did 1I0t ISSUC tlHo! COIilS \\ III! specific d:lles cJa llmng Ihe 

\lctO') mer J ~llna!!:.r ,Ind Orissa (T' I)e 8(1) unl l l some sort 01 \ Iet0l) \\:1)0 achlc\ed III Ihc 50\llh-\\ e51 

front Though the ca rlic,,' COlli of Ihls I ~ pe IS s-:lId 10 bc Xyt) bu t II IS a fact 11 ... 1 no COIil of I lus:l 1II beanng 

the clalll1 of \ IctOr. 0\ er I\. :UlInip . Kal1ll:lh. J:lJllaga r :md Onssa dated gW has yet bI.-cn found Whereas 

COIl1 of tius I ~PC'!, c:ulu.:!'1 {..1I0\\ 11 date IS YI O A I-I when sOllie sort of VlctO\) In tht.: Omsa regIon 1l11~;ht 

haw.: bt.:cn aclllc\cd ." pc 136 COIIL'" kllo" n dales aCGordlllg to Karim nrc Y I 0I1 5()~ . -11.511509. 

Y 1 YII513, t~llll -\ I '- IJ2211 ;; I (, anJ 1)24/1 51 ~ n 1301 we h,n c found cOIns of Illls I) PI.! " cre cOllllllllousl) 

!'Inlck from ~ I (J to thl,! cud of IllS n.:tgn III) to 1)2.5 from dlfferellt mlllts, cxccptmg the d~tcs 'J II and 918. 

Com T)I)e B6 \\:1S m llek from D:lrud O:1 rb date 9 10 . 913, 1J2 I . 922. from Hus.1 m:lbad dated Y 14 and 9 19. 

Mtlll:lmlllada\}~d da h.:d 9 16, 9 17. 1)20 and 924 Bl.'sldcs COinS other sou rces rc\c31 the d:lIcs of the 

CXpcdl llolls to JaJllagar ,ltld OnSSa ;)5 l 'Ol) (1} 15 A II ) 15 13 (9 )1)):1.lId 1.5 16 (1)2 1)as K~lnl11 has reported '" 

n lere an: diSCUSSions 01 Ihe coms of HUSAII1 Shnh. bc:lrlll,£ the legend of 'nl Faull Kal11ru \\'a Kamtah \Va 

b.JIl:lgnr \\ :l On~sa daled ~I)I) In 1:1CI none of Ihem bear the dme B99 'Otll i,: COIilS were fOll nd from the 

111ImS Fath;')bad and I-\hat~nnh or Khaz..1.nah Hus:llll:l bad \\lth :l fi ct II IOIlS" dalc clther onl~ '~I}' ' ''lIch ha\f,~ 

been laken as XIJIJ b~ the schol:us Such toms bea Ting. the h.:gcnd of TyVI.: 06 and dated ~'il} ns Cltl, .. d by 

K<'Iwn tm: O~ IC (:0111110 123. "herl.! ' Fathab~d MI)' Ims been IIIscnbed but Ihe "Titer ( l..olIlC Poole) thought 

II was IBN. b~ IllISt;,ke ' ~9' h:ls been recorded I!); likeWise IMC II , also bears the dale '81),)1 

In f:let no COi n conl':l1 l1l1lg Stich \Icto~ legend (K::II11ru p. Kmnlah. J:IJnagar and Onssa) rc\Cals the d:lIc 

~Io}y Then.:fon:. tile r .. • IS 11(\ rc:lson al1d SCOI)C of I!lklll,!; Ihe dig its '1S'i' as ' IW~'AH 

Morco,cr :I COul ('IlL' 01 \JUSr:lt Sh;!.h frolll ihe mllll DJrud dJrb dalL'd 925 :l lso bc;lr$ lht! ' FICtit iOUS' d:th: 

'!!Y' \\ Ilh thc IIUIl! F:llhabad all thc othcr sidc of th l.! s~lIm: COIll ' As the C01ll ICl)cnds of Hwm lll Shnh and 

usrat Shah arc COIll Il Ic(d~ different. there IS no scope or IIsm!) a dice of Ilu5:1I11 Shah for the com or 

' usr;u b~ 11m-take "n lt!rcforc. 111 prese11cc of such :l COlli of usr:lI hah thcre IS no valid reason to assume 

the COI1l of Hus:l1II \\ lIh 'F;'Ilh:lbad K9' as d:llcd K99A H J~ It IS obVIOUS that 30er his VIClO!,)' Husam claimed 

1\ on hiS eOIllS \\ llh the proper dates fonn 910 onwards It lila) be mentioned that T) pc A7 I c the gold 

U JASP XV ( t Inll) p ) 
I , Ibid. P 11 
)\ J S Dc~c ll III RUP;l f Ballg!.1 (Press Cop") fot thc fi rst lllnc used tIllS tCf lll 

'" 1).1/(' P .IX PlalC Vt ab.o IIlrroduClion. P XX IX 
1 1.l fC' 11. P ITt COlli No t7S. PI V 

... Aboul tlus r'!tun: 'N'J' \) 11 Ihe COlliS of lIus:uu and Nusml BIIJlllaS;lh commented 111:11 HThe\ cannOI represent ;l dale 
b~ IlIclIISC.f\ cs ~ N K B h ,l l 1. l ~a h {'mO/O};!III' fir (filII.' lolll'( It'd h I .\I~\ ' l'IcI , 1 S,\ I 1'm{rlflr flf ,.,: (1 11 'f'r IlfllI It:', /)/111/.:(1, 

11111 1 /'n'\t'"/c'1/11' Ilw I If/( t / 1 \ /"'I'lim. (I lc llccronh Tairoor catalogue) Dacc;1 1'11(,. P XX 
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coms blo!.'\nng till' \ I ClOr~ of all four places also h:l\'c (he 'fIctitiOUS' date of '1$1)' and allother bears the date 

YIY \\hlch IS 11I0rc ~Ignltic;mt. most probabl} 3fter a dlelSI\e \ICIO~ collllllemor.lIl1l& the e\l,,;llt tillS gold 

com \\as qnlcL Accordmg 10 t\ l tlkhapadhya~ Il usalll's hallie \\llh OrISsa sta rted m 1493·94 (XY9CE) but 

cOUllllued for long I-II,: also IIlforma(.-d tiS quotlllg Ihc vanou!i lilerar) sources thaI III 1515CE Ilusalll 

rene\\cd ;l 1II:lfCI1 ag:llnsl Orissa :lIld he Ilimscif took thl.; Il.!adershlp In I ~ 14CE Ilusam's (ermo!') \\as 

c'II..·l1dl..-d lo\\a,d, On:-sa tip 10 thl.! mer ~1 :Ulln-';$\\:lr Mlikhapadhaya a~slInI.:d Ihal 15 1 i CE's battle \\as 

Ih.: laSl ba ttk ~I \\e.:n the h)\\ p:mll.:s"" Most probabl) m 1~1 5 ('1~'s b:;!.lIle HUS:;!.Ul achlc\cd the \ICtOI) 

\\ hleh 1113) h:I\C lIecn dl.!dJ lo.:l.I :;!.nd cekbrated b, ISSUlllg thc gold COlli of I) I W 15 15 

COIIlS of Husalll \\ Ith Ihe \ IClory of Kamru , Kamtah, Jajnagn r and OrISsa legend beMlng the Illlnl name of 

Fathabad \\llh the ficlltlOUS datI,,; '!J9' arc fOlilld In abundance It l11ay be assumed th.:l.I allthosc coms were 

110 1 stnlct.. 111 ~)1I1.! \t,.":l r 011 thc other h~l\d COlltlnuous I SSU~ of the COlliS \\ Ith (he same legend up to the end 

of '11~ reign IS .1 pU Il..!e Whe .. Ihls I) pc of f:Ulc lfui date started. or \ ... hy Ihl s has IlL'Cll used conILIIUIOtlS ' ~ IS 

nOI Lno\\ 11 1\01" clo.:<;; It "1.';111 to be the "cnldc and Illcchamca\ SUI'\I"31 of Ihe dale figu res of Husa1ll 

Shah of !JI,lI)AI I" as ha bl.~n assumed b~ Bhallasa"·' We arc not In a poSition In the present Slate of ouf 

LI1O\\ ledge 10 e'plalll the m~ !'Iel) of II1scnbmg thiS un.1gma f) dale of .~t)' It lila) be prcsulll l..'CI that COIilS 

\\lIh Ihesc fiel illoll!- dJ tt,.'" 111:\\ ha\(: been Issued fOf pllbhclI~ durll1S the e:arl, period of hiS IClgn "Iulc 

e\:Jl\,1htlons \h'rC S\..111 10 those a rcas or at Ihe tlltl~ of some "nl1la~ aclue\l:menls BUI II1lo.:nllon311) the 

actual dall.'S ,\I;rl.! conCl:alcd b~ uSlIlg such .magllla!,) figures bl:causc Ihe declm e 'ICIO,) was not 

ac.hlc\cd thcn and there \\;'is the IIltenllon of concealing Ihe aClual date of ISSUC OdlcI'\"se pamcutar 

' IeIOr. \\:-IS ob~r\t,.·d frOllll1111c to IImc \"th the clea rly datcd COlliS (9 1f) 10 924AH) llle large qU:UlIII~ of 

Ihose COinS be:ulIlg ')N' \\ llIeh II1dlcale COIlIIl1UOUS clreul.lllon l1Ia~ bc c,plalll~!d III thiS \\.:1, Iha\ these 

COIII:'li \\cre proh:lhl ~ slrud. dunng the slartmg of Ihe \\:-Ir for thl,!: pa~ melll of soldiers III thc fWllllers from 

a 11\()bll l! nllnl Thclcfon.:. these COlliS \\ere IIlnulIlcrable and were scattered among Ihe pcoph.: SO. there 

"as no scope or rl.!lum ufth.,;so,; COllIS to the mill! for re-slnl..lIlJ; 11\ later (11110,; Ol1lhe Olher hand marches 11\ 

the nonh",\:;lst and s{lu tIH\t,.'s l frol1ls \\ere long c"'pedlllons. and duc 10 gcograpl1lc.11 position and 

admlluslr.lIl\c dltlkulth':" replacement of the com dlcc "as not tllncl~ 0, Ihe cause I\la~ ha\ c bI..'ClI 10 

concea l Iho,; aclual dale of I!'>SlIe . to checL Ihe undue Illterfcn.:ncc of the banLcfS and ma ll!;) changcl'$_ "ho 

De~\! 11 n:lIlal'Lo,;d Ihal 'Ih .. : date Ula~ ha\e ~ .... cn dellberatel) obscun:_ and IIItcndo,;d :lS defensc ag;lIllsl the 

pracllce of 'm"" or dl ,:;count of older COIllS III CITcul:1I10n Impo5(.-d b, mone) ch:lJlgcrs~~ All these 

as~umpllons ale not unreasonable 

It 111Ol~ also tx: notc<i here Ihal though HilS-1m Shah conqucroo CI"Uagong. Tnpura and part ofTirtmt but 

like Ihe commemoration legend of Type B6 claim of conquests of Ihe IIlCtltJOtlL-d places were not recorded 

1'1 J)u,/u, IJlIf .. ltll11f' pp 'IlX •• n.) 
II. Ibld_ P lO') '/ 

11 T;l1foor CmalogtiC r~ XX 
1~ Dc~cU . Rllpcr 13:1111;:1.1 (pre!\.;; ('01'», " IX 
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coms bearing 11 ,,: \ IcIO" of all fOll r places :'\150 hn\c the ' fictitiOUS' d:\te or '!W' tllld :1110111l: r bears the d:ltc 

919 \\Iuch IS m\1r~ ' l~nltiCJIII most prob3bl~ afh.:r:1 dlclSI\C \lclOI) commt.'mOr.tlmg th~ L; \ cnl tim. gold 

corn \\as "lnleL. Aecordlllg to ~l ukh!lp:.dh'·3' Il u5..1111'S b ,111 1e \\l lh Orissa slnrtr..:d III 1 ,1 ~3-~4 (XY9CE) but 

conllllul.!d for long 1-11: :.Iso Illformat:d us qUOting the \a nous Illel':u) sources Ihalln 1) 15CE Ilus:un 

n.!I1 CwL-d ;! 11\.lrch ag.un't Omsa ,'lIld hc hunsclf look til!..: IC.Jdcrshll) In I ~ 14CE IlusaU1 'S (crrllOI') \\ as 

c\IL"udL-d 10\\ J,d~ On,s;! lip to Iht.' fI\ cr ~ l alll fCS\\~lr MuL.hapadhaya assulIIl.!d Ihat 15 I )CE's battle "as 

Iht.! lasl b:1111e bct\\ccn thc It)\\ p:mlL'::O:,II , Most probabh III 1 ~ 1 ~ (,E's battk lIus:ull :lchlc'l.!d the \ IClOI) 

"hleh llIa\ h:l\c bl.!cn dCI.:IJ I t.~ and cdebratcd b) IssuIng Ille gold COlli of 9 1111 1515 

COllIS of Hus:1 111 \\ Ilh 1111.: \ ICIOI) of Kamm, KamIah, Ja)nag.u and OrISsa legend bcnrmg the Ill IIII name of 

F;llhabad "llh the tiC lll lou~ date 'ij9' arc found III abundanc-: It may bc assumed thai 011 those cams \,ere 

1101 slnicL. 111 'm .... ' .. '";I I 0 .. the oth .... r h~ nd conIIIlUOU!' ISSU": of 111-: COlliS \\ Ith Lhe ~a l11c legend lip 10 the cnd 

of 1m. reign IS ,I pu n le \VhclI tIllS t) pc of f;\llC lli ll dah: started. or \\lh y Ihls has bL'C1l used CQlltIllUIOUs l) IS 

nOi kno\\ n ' Of do.:" II "t.\:nl 10 be the "cnlde and nlL'Gh:ullcal sur,lval of the date figurt'S of Husalll 

Sh.Jh of 1S9lJAII" 3S hM been ~sumcd b~ Bhattasah'" We arc nol In a posit ion 10 Ihe presellt state of our 

"'110\\ ledge to .... Wkllll the 111\ ster~ of IIIscnbmg thiS uU.1l;ut.''H) datI! of '1(Ij' It 11\,1) be prCSUI11 L-d that COins 

1\lIh IhC5~ ficl ltltlU" d,lh.:.;; 111;1\ halc bt.'cn Issued for pubhell\ durmg thc c.:ul\ l)Cnod of hiS rel!V1 \\Illle: 

~~pcdltlons \h'h: sellt 10 thus .. , al' .. -:.s or at the lum,: of some pnnm~ adllc\ .. 'll1l!nls But IIltellllOOall) the 

aClual d.,IL'S \\I,.'r .... concx'alcd b) tlSlIIg slIch Il1Ia&II\::1I1 figures becausc the: dec,sl\c \ICIOI) was not 

achlc\cd thell 311d there \\-as the IIl tcntlon of conceahng 1111'; actual d:ne of ISSUi: OtllCr,\lse particular 

\1\,:\0" "as ob~ncl.l froHlllme 10 lime ""h the cIL-a rly dalcd eoUlS (910 to I)2-IA H) The large quantlt~ of 

th(ne coms hC:UlIlg 'XI}' \\ llIeh mdlCOlt\: c.onlllluous circuiaiion IIKI) be C\pl:UIlL-d III 'hIS \\::l.~ Ihnl these 

COlli :" \\ctc p roh;lhl ~ slrud, dUring the sla rt lllg of Ihe "ar fo r the pa) IIlCIll of so l dll~rs In the front iers from 

a mobile IIlInl Thclcrore these COlliS \\ erc mnllll1cr:1blc :'tnd werc scattered amon~ the people so, there 

\\,15 1\0 scop~ of relUm of these COins. to thl! IHlnt for rc-slrtk mg III later tlllle On Ihe olher h .. 1nd Illarch~ III 

thl,; lIorth-c.1"[ and otouth~\\""sl fionls \\ere long c.'Ilcdllions. and due to gcogr.lph lC::J I l)Csnton and 

admuustr.lInC dlnkllltl~"" r~"IJcelllcnt of the com dlcc \\as nOI Lund) 01 Ihl,; ~use Ina) ha\c bt."C1I to 

conceal thc ::lclu:\1 dJh: of 1~~II C _ to cheeL. Ihe undue IIIh:rfr:rencc of the banker!' and mOIlC) c.h:'lngcl . \,ho 

Dc~\!I 1 Icm;lrketl tll.ll '1Ih,: datI.: 111.1) h:l\c been dellberalei) obscure. and I11tendL-d as defensc agalilSt the 

Pr.lCt lCC of haifa or dl.l'count Or older CQIIlS 111 CIrcu lation ImpoSl.-d b~ ilIOn\!) clt.1ngcrs"! ;\ 11 Ihl.:5c 

3$:$ulIll)llOns ::III..' nOl untc:lsonable 

It nl..1~ 31so bt: 1I0U.-tI hen: that though HUSJIII Shah conquered CllI1l3gong, Tnpurn and part ofTlli1Ut bUI 

like Ihe commemor3110n legend of Type B6 claun of conquests of the mcntlonl:d places "ere not recorded 

)Ii J)u,lrrIIJIIC.ll/rll" Pi> 10K· . 0') 
~ IbId, P 10" 'I 

' I T il1(oor Cmalogul:' I) XX 
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on the coms On Ihe olher h:lIId III the ) c.:~r 924 \ictOI) kgcnd ofTypl.: 8(1 \\;\5 stnlck l)roh:1bl) dunn& 

thl' conqueSI of C'llIlI,Il;OI1!!, Trupura hI! h~d tOIlSOlld~tl!d his 1)Q\\l'r Ihercfon.:. the nl!cd of publlcll) \\-as 

ended On the contral'} Ilrolongcd undeclslve COIl OICIS of K:lmnlp·Onssa (s!;'lFlcd from the; rel!!,11 of l3arbak 

Shah) "cre prulollgl'd ,Ind a mallcr of pn.:stlgc aud honour So du n ng Il usam's reign Ihl!se coms up to 924 

\\l.:fe minted 10 11Igh llght ~ome dcclsn'c \ICIOI) for propag:mdrl rind for the pleasul'\: of the people 

II IS el'ldctll form Ihe.: cOin 1\ pes of l-iUS;111l Shall that III K~!J, ;u the. \eT) begll1llll1g of IllS relgll , he. Illinied 

sL1nul!nneousl) the 'I ~ pes of 0 I. B2, IN , :lIld B7 from V::InOUS I11l1l ts. Shanfabad, Husal1labad. Oarbabbad 

:lIld Fathabad Illc ludl1lg D,II Ud Darb :'lUd Khn1.anah l ie dId nol usc his fnther's nmnc in the com typcs of 

0 1 82. 04. the rc.,<;1 of the I) I)C bear IllS father's name.. Sa)')'ld Ashraf 01. 1 Hus:l llli. which \\as Slated from 

the first \car or hi S ,\,; Igli 111 T)pc 07 I lis sC\l:raJ IfISc fll' llons also bear IllS fa lher's nam..:. the 'alam' or 

proper Il<lI1lC of IllS Ib th~ 1 IS Ashraf and Ihe f:ul1Il) ti ll..: IS $:1),) Id and fall1ll ) n:unc:l1 HUs.1ml 

It \\ould nol b~ 0111 of 1)lac\'; 10 illentlOn the VIC\\S of the histOrians about Husam Shah of bcmg:m Arab 

Most of Ihe Im:lonans belIC\ c th:!1 I Ills:un \\3S 311 Ar:l.b But thcre IS no speci fic proof In fn,\ or of Ihls \ le\\ 

c\Ccpl Ihat hl' I~ :l. Sn,\\ld ;1Ilc1 II1S t'hthds tllle: \\;)<; al·Hus:lHlI Though Rl\az on rhe SI .. h.1uenl of HaJI 

Muhammad Qal1d:lhan l.:lImh;d hun rlS 'Alauddm S)cd Husum Sh:mf ~'l akl~l But among the $CH,'flt) · 

SC\ en IIl scnptlons~ and mnumcrablc coms of Husam Shah not on n slI1g,l..: piece did he claml an}1hmg 

,~hlch c.1n be a proof of hiS bemg an Arab or of M:.kkall Qf cOllrs~ III II1scnpttons and coms he cblmcd 

11tIllSdf as ' S :ty~ Id'. desccnd:l.Il1S of Ihe " rophel (\\nlnd+Sa}) Idul 1Urs.11111) and menfloned hIS f:lIhcr's 

name as SH.~d I\ :;hr:lf al Ilus:h III II Illa) tx.. nOied here {hal nOlle: of Ihl' Bcnsal Ull:ln:; usc.:d Ihe f.1 11111) 

utI..: (SaY')ld. Sh:llkh CIC) III their COttl:lgc esc..:pl Hus:ulI Shah Wh:lI \\-as the causc of 11115 nl.!" 

tnlroductlon til lkngal iHlmlsmatlcs'l Is II 10 prove hiS ArJIJ ongm'} 0111) usc of Ihe Il1 h.: 'S;I) Yld' or 'al 

Husa~ nt' dOcS 1101 prO\..: thai he "as a/1 Arab or 'Slmnf+M:lki' or 'Sh:trlf or Nl:ikbh' In hi;: early COlliS 

H1I5:11I1 c:1;u11lI;d 111:111\ I l lk~ fO r th~ consolldallon of hiS nc\\I) c$t:abllshed ru le II' he had bCl.!1I an Amb UI 

Shanfuffl, laUah Ih~'''lh:lI \\Quld be meililorlt.:d 11\ hiS COIllS or IIlSCnpllons 

Abdll s Salam the Ir.msblor of the RJyaz commented thaI FensJlta crrotll.!ollsly Co..Us IUIll 'Syed Shanf 

Makl', "hlisl ~ t e\\a n IIlcom.:cll) calls hun 'Sh:mf Meccn In Cld~ 15th CCll t!") Ihere: were 110 st.. rCII} of 

Say~ Id families 111 BL;ngJ 1. SO Il lI sam nlJ\ be a descendant of a local S~\ \ lei fJ'11l1~ or 1113) bl.! In Arab 

SaY~ld bu t II11'0rl11ali01l ut' Ihe COlliS and IIIScflj)llons on l ~ supports th:lt Husain \\as a Sanld and Ius 

father's nam1: "as S:I\\ld Ashraf al Husa)1l1. Ihls docs nOI mdlc.'llc that he \\as an Arab 11 ma) be 

mellllOlll:d that subse(IIICl11 nllers of Ihe tanl11 ~ did not usc San'ld' clc. 111 (heu COlliS or IIlSCnptlOIlS 

nlcrcforc. Ihls usc of Sa~ ~ Id b~ I IIIS:III1 was onl) to nelllc\e Ihl.! rcspcct of thl.! PL:O I) lc fo r consohd3tloll of 

his po\\cr Jt1l'r lISlII'Plllg III a lIelllou)l: m:lIllll..:r 

-------
1\ UII'fI(/. p, 12X 
II K:tnnt, CW/lJ , ( 1151 of mscnptloIlS). pp 532 ·535 
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The question of Ih~ Ar:l b m~rc hal1! of Ih~ slor. of Jo;.l de Barros lila) :l lso be reca lled here In B:lrros' 

rqlOrt It has bl.X: l1 lIlellllolled Ihal hundn.:d years Ix:fon.: Ihe arrival of the Portuges III Chillagong olle Arab 

(r:lder callle \\I\ h 1\\0 hwuln.:d men ~ nd became fnendl) Wllh the ruhng !:Jensa l Sultan 3nd hdp .. :d th l.: 

latter agamsi Ihe Onss:l "III!; :llld ulUm:ltdy uy killing th l.! Su lt:lll assumed power I tk t1lll ~ ()f thts Amb 

mcrch31lt IS dlnk,,]1 S{Hlle schol:lrs ha\e Ident llied Il usain Sh:lh as tlt l.: Arab trader of the sial) of Ihrros 

As he C;IIII I.: to I)o\\er b, 1.IIIIIl.!) the 1m:, ISOliS Ekngal Sull:ln and b~ dill! of Ius bClIlg S>ed ;'Illd all Alitb 

But at the time of the :ttnval of the Portugut:S 111 Cllittagong Husain was (so c::tlled Arab merchant) alrc.1dy 

on thc thralle though II:.blbu ll:.h. T::tr::t fdar. Kanm all adll\lt Ihat Husall\ Shah W:lS the Ar.lb merchant 

Shukhol1lor Mukhap:tdh:t~:ly TI;Jecioo Ihls "len ~~ Two frlctors of lhe SIOI) of Barros. an Ar:lb merchant 

and asSUmplUJII of I)o'\e h~ killing the Sullan haw been adjusted With ce rt;1II1 illastlclt y wl lh Husalll Out 

1111; p"n of (he SIOI) de:l llllg \\ Ilh Ihl; time f:lcl or and hclpmg Ihe Sultan ag.ulIst the Orissa kILlS of Barros' 

stol) h"\e bl.'\:ll Ignored :lltogether 

I denll~'Ulg Hus:t lll as Iht: Arab Illcrch:mt of the slor)' of Barros seems I1n ~:lIl sf:lC I01) A slh er COin of 

T~ pe 137 from the 1111111 Khalall;lh d;ltoo as 83 1 rC~ld b~ G S F:trid crealc!' a lot ofcontrO\ ers~ Onlhc 

basiS of tht: d:llc G S F~tnd eXlended the pcnod of Husaiu SI!ah's reign up to 93 1 and eventually the years 

')25 to Y3 1. ha\ c been shon..:ncd from Ihe reign of Nusrat Shah . One slich coin was also fOllnd from Ihe 

'Chandl Jh::t r ho.l rd' 111 Jalp:usun dIstrict West Bengal Dealtng with the ho"rd Pmll) Kum:lJ MItra and 

Sut:lpa Smha opmcd that there IS no scope of slnkmg coms b~ Husain III Y31 because no coms of Ilus.1m 

.:If\: found b",';lrmg Ihe d:lkS f,om 1J2S 10 93{)AH. hke\\ ISc thl.:re IS no II\SCnptlol1 of Husam aller 'J25 111crc 

IS a spl.:cllic report or all :lllony m OilS 1I1tcrprelcr of Ihe Portuguese miSSIon of A I110010 de Bnlo. Cit ed b) 

lhe :lut hors. Itl " hldl t1 IS cll.:nr Ihat III Y2~ Husa l1l. father of the nllms Sult:1ll 'usral. was dead And Ihe 

nuthors Illl.;ll tloned aboUl :'I COlli of the same I) pc also from Iht.: I11ml Khu ... 1n:lh bUI dated 1)21 both tlllleS 

re"dlllg th!.! \\onl "h:t/;'lllah "lthOlll an 'AlII' I e Ihe~ both nccepled the rc':'dmg of G S Fund \\ Illell I \~J I 

:lnd C<:tllcluded 111:11 the dl~lt~ "2" of the d;)te '921' has bl.:l.:ll mlstakenl~ I l.:p l,l c~cl b~ lite 1i~1If\: 'J' ttl some of 

the dies of Ihe Kh:ll .. 1nah IIllllt com of 92 1 AI-! But there IS another POSSibility \\ llIclt Su.;tnS 1110le 

Icason::lbk WII::Il IS Iden td"H, .. d as ' I' of 93 1 IS Ihe ' I' (Altt) of KtmZ:lIlah. therefor!.! there IS the pOSSibility 

th:lt thesc COIilS m:t~ be I\:"d as 1)03. the cl l)her 1I1:t.~ be cngr:l\'cd like n dOl \\ Illcil ma) be unnollccd by the 

schol:trs WIl:lleH;r lite case Ihere IS no lIeed of read mg the dlgtls 35 931 lakllig the "Ahr' of Khaz<Ulah for 

diSH one :tnd of e\ t~'nd1l1g the reign penod of Ilus:' 1I1 II m:t~ be mentIoned here that 110 such d3\( . .'d COIl1 IS 

found \\llhOUIIII..: 1I1\11t Khzo'lIlah \\herc the 'Allf of 'Khaz.anah' is not taken::lS digit one, II is obVIOUS that 

errot1eousl~ Ihe 'Alit' of Khazanah has been taken as dlgll onc Therefore;. the 'A li t' of Khazanuh was the 

m;1In factor bchmd re:'ld lllg Ih!.! dale as 93 1 ~ 

, ~ 01lS10 Bachhal p 2K-' 

II, Of laic. (lIlC I)m ale colleclo, uf DIt;lk'l IUfOllllCd tile that he IUlIlsclf hus sce ll a COl It of HUS:111I Sllalt of Kha/';l uah 
1111111 \\llh thc ~o c~ ll1cd dalc Of')l l having a dot in belween dl glls 'J tl lld 1. I e dated ')tn A H not 91 t 
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Of l.lle in 19lJl) som\.! tllIIQUl! fractional coins of Alauddin Husain Shah eoUlle (0 light All Ihe fraCllonal 

coms arc of Sli\\'!f rhc~ af..: unlquc Ih:lt 311 the ri ve of the dCnOtllllKllIons ha\c been covered b) thcs\.! fi vl.: 

cams The\ al\; h~lf. on\.! fOUllh. one clght. one sixteenth and one thirty sccondth . \\clghlllg 5 3. 2.(,. I 4. 

tI 7 and II ~ grams rC'ipc( ll \ d~ 

It IS I..no\\ 1\ tll:\1 frac tlon:!.i COIilS of the Sull:!.IlS afC \'cl)' rarc Bul probnbl) for the firsllIlllc n comph.:lc SCi 

of the fractlOlIal COlli !> an.: kilo" 11. these :!. rc pubhslK-d III Calcutla~' TIlcsc COIilS show Ihat besides buns 

some fracllolI:!.1 COl liS \\I,:n: also III circul:!.tlon dllr1l1g the reign of Husalll Shah Probably people used these 

for thClr sund l) p\lfch:l ~l.:s n il! Ihl.;n.: IS no punch nmfk Of blow of hammers on the COIilS Thc coms arc 

now mthe pOSition ofa 1)r1 \':ltc collector 111 India 

T\\'o lIe\\ milliS of Ilus:!.1II stnlck coins. which :tre not been menlioned III the Corpus llle)' arc Sh:trif."1bad 

(modern Burd;l\\ :lII) and n:lrbakabad (Malu Sal1tosh) 

The rcadlllg of thl! COUl no II ~ of BMC which has been defim:d as T)'I)C II in lhe Corpus The Corpus 

gav\: the rcadlll£, ~llIIosl same of the BMC But Ihe c.oin IS s~me as com Type B I of our classification and 

the rcadl1lg5 orlhe B~IC and Corpus arc not correcl 

Hus~1I\'s I11I11\S ~re B3rba~nb~d. Shanfabnd. Hus31113bad. ~ath3bad. Chandrabad. Muhammadabad and 

Darud Darb and Kh~u.:lImh But III some cOmS Darud Darb IS IHlllen almost as Dan. Noor. wlthoUI Ihe Ol lif 

of 01 fklrh ~ I A Q:tdlr pleaded Ihat should be rend as Dar\! Noor In a n.'Ccnl nrtlclc he tned 10 eslablish 

thai Gaur "as n;named alkr Noor Qutbul Al:\m the f:lInou~ samt of Pandua. as Daru Noor.l8 

Il usa m Shah 1II1111ed bolh ,!;old and slh cr COlliS rrolll the \'e~ fi rst )e:lr of his reign and cOlll inued to Sinke 

lhcm uplO tllc I;lst ~ car of Ius reign LIl 925. BUI gold coms arc nol found aller Y I Y All his coins arc of lola 

\\cl£ht standard AlmldulII H US:1L1l had :l nalural death III 925AH lie had the credit of estabhsh a Il l.!\\ 

d~nastlc rule b~ ousllllg Ihe AbysSlI1lJI1S DUring Ius 27 ~car of nile Ihe Su lt:umt lIas c\lcndcd III all 

dlrc.:cllon and much \\c,lhh lIas g:lthl!n:d frolll Ihe nell couqm;sts Till: colllhuon or commerce and trade 

'\ l! re also heal lhl cr Jnd I)l.:opk II L're prospcrOliS and happ~ Husa lll Shah Issuc.:d calils from MW (0 925A11 

from \anous nUllts of Iu s Sultanal and Ius I~I IIlSCrlpllOn's date IS 925 HIS successor Nusr:u's COIilS afC 

:l Isa found dall:d 925 o\1\\:lrds and hiS firsl IIlSCflpllon's dale IS 926 lllcrcfore. Husain ruled from X9Y 10 

925 for t\\enl\ -!,clcn ~ ears :l nd 11115 IS thl: ac.:ccplcd chronology of th!! period 

,. OcbaSlsh Paul. "Pc" U Illr]lIC FmClionn l COlliS of the SUIIlIl1S of Bengal". ('0;11. Allllunl I.~.\·U(· un the fJC:c:a,I'IQn 1)/5th 
.11/1/1/(/1 (",II/f('n '"n' ,m,1 "",hllUIII II/COIII.I. Calcuua: NUlllism:lIic Society of Calculla. 1')99. p 22. pI V. (Nos 2<'. 
21. 2!1. 11J. ' tl] 

'" Abdul Qndu. "Dalll Noor" f)m mk Sal/gram (Oml) news III B.lllgl.l]. Dhakil. Jlll ~ . I'.1X7. (1 rd. 51h. 71h. ~th lind 
IllIh Jll l ~ 11)1( 7) 
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2. Nasiruddin Nusr!11 S ha h 925-938/1519- 1-31 

After Ihe death of Hllsam Shah IllS son ~nd successor crmvn I)fUlCC Nus r~t :lsccnded Ihc throne III tJ25 AH. 

the lasl d:ul.' of Htl5:lHl found 11\ the coms and inscriptions 

Nusrnl Shah's COIilS \\llh thl,.' d~te 925 arc lound abundanti) $0. 11ISlon;ws dl.:clded that I\'u sml ass umed 

pone, after Hus:ul1 Sh:lh III 925 But sOlne CO IllS of Nus:lr:lf arc found \'':llh prcrcgnal dates of 1)18.922. 

923 and 924" 

1'lCSC coms arc regarded as the pnneely ISSUes of Nusarat. as the prerogative of coining in his own name 

\\as delegated 10 hUll NU Sf::l t'S slIlgle gold com dated 922. several silver coms dated 922, 923 (the dalc 

918 IS contro\crslal) ,1Ild al least on\,! inscription dated 922 has bt:en found \\llIeh wcre Illc earht:r issues 

before hiS ascenSion to po\\er Gold cOin's mint is absent, silver COlliS datcd 922 arc struck from the mInt 

Khahfatabad. and tlte IIIscnptLon's pro\enancc IS Bholahat. Nawabg:.-.nJ '\(1 On the basiS of these preregnal 

dJtcd COlliS (tht.: lII:-,cfl l)tIOn IS a recent find) R 0 Ba.nafJ I OIJH1cd that Nusrat revolted III 1122 agalllst 1115 

father BUI thCSl' COIl1S ;md II1scnptlons shou ld be trc:'Itl:d 35 lISr.lt's prmccl~ ISSUes BCCJuse Babuf 111 Ins 

Meln(J/r.) menIIOI1i.-d thai HUS:ULl 'S successor usrat. the lallcr assumed the i>O"Cf after the dl.<l th of the 

fonner Mon .. 'O\ c r. Babur also mClltlOnl.-d III hi s Mf!fn(Jr/es that klllgs hip. as a SucceSSion IS a r.lrc C\'t.'1l1 III 

Bengal so. If 'usr.1I \\ould have revolted against IllS father then that would ha\'c been mclllioncd 

Therefore. Ihere 15 no 'cason to hold the \'Iew of revolt by Nusrat agall1stllis f.1ther 

T.:Ibaqal-l-Akb:m. r"la ~ar- I · R :thLllli .:md RI)-:l l. :III melltlOllcd that among the clghteen suns of Hus;.\m. 

Nusrat \\ as the cldcst RI~';IZ C\'CIL melltlolled (kit unlike a mcdi:leval despot Nusrat bdmvcd \\'lIh IllS 

brothcrs \e~ cord lali) and Increased thclr a.IIO \\ ~U1CCS~1 Nusrat very eOiciently averted thc a~ressloll of 

Bahllr b~ dlp lomac~ and \\llhoUI 1051111; auy territory. Husain started the e'pedition towards Tlrhut He 

completed the conqul..'St ,l lld to \\al'd orT the Mughal aggress ion took the 1IlIIIat,,·c to establish friendly tiCS 

\\Ith B:th:tdur hah of GUJral usmt n..alcd for tlllrlCell ~cafs and was killed b)' a dlscoutented (eunuch) in 

t.)3Y He Issued both gold :'Iud Silver COIllS from the ,':mOIlS millIS of the $lI ltal1:\1 and all IllS com$ an,: of 

tola \\elght SI~nd:lId A \V I30tham mClltlOllcd fi\c coppi.:r coms or the Sultall No COUlS III all) other 

IIldailS reponed 

All his coin- legends arc of the same lype Except slight variation in wording and line arrangements. III 

some coms there is an odditlon of the word 'Allah' oftcr KhalJada. His coins are found having various 

border dL.'SlgJ1S :lI1d Issucd from l'e\'cral mmts 

... ' Corpus. P II ~ 
... , Muhammad Abdul Q .. dlr. "Eight Ullpubllshed Su ltanate Penod I nscriplions of OcngnJ ", JVlmraf (If fJl'flj!(lf A,.,. 
Vol ·L Dhaka The [lit emili onal Centre for Study ofBclIgn l An , 1999. p 249. pi 17.(, 
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Gold coins 

As \\\! kno\\ th:!t th~ gu ld COlliS of Suit;l1l1 Benga l arc nOt Hlany m number at le.lst more than :t d07.cn ,\;Qld 

eoms of uSi.l1 nrc I.nO\\ Il:t1 prcst.:l1t. moslly publlshcd In ONS 141) Sian Goron mentioned 9 gold Ia.nkas 

and 2 quarter wnl:i:. '. In :ldd ltlOIl 10 thai there arc thn,:e t:lI1k:ts III the colleciion of l3anglndesh Natlon:\1 

" d~ Museum :lnd Ilu,.x: Illor~ III I)m :tIc collections III India _ which :lrC lIllpubhshe 

T "pc A I Gold Tanl.il 

Thc obverse bears 1tl:l circle the fir st p:trt o( lhc n:tnlC of thc Sultan with hiS rcgnnltitlc _ and Kunyah , al' 

SII/!(in Ibn //,\ SIII!(ill Ni;~II'1i '(/ dlll/yei wa'(/ chi1 (lhfi'/ /1/1I!a/far. ' 111C Sullo1n son of the Sultan helpcr of the 

world Md the n:II~loll fath~1 of the conqul;ror' 

The n.:verse b~ars th..: lest of the legend, the Sultan's nal11e his father's nall\~ and the Huml) name al 

Husaml. N//.lr", ."i!.IfI /J 11m I:!//:)(rfn :shah a~ SlIi!on 01 fllls(ffni !WaflodallaJlII mll/ko/III ",0 SIl/!iillalm. 912, 

'Nusrat Sh:th SOil of Husalll Shah the Sultan of the HUS311l1 famIly may Allah perpl.:tllate IllS klllgdom, and 

dale IS 922' h IS a small n:mncd dumpy COIll measuring 15 mm in diameter and lillckncss or 4 III Ill . the 

\\t,;lght IS 10 (, grams The COlli IS :l.t present III the COIl (.."Cllon of B M. the provenance or th~ COlli IS not 

knO\\ 1l The dale 922 5ho\\5 that It IS 3 preregnalls5l1e of th~ Sultan and probably struck on tht,; occaSIon 

of celebrallon of th~ n011llnation of usra! as 3 ero"n prince This type IS also found from the mlllt Danld 

Darb dated 925 \\ Goron mentloncd that there 3re sevcral eX3111ples of Type Al coms (with crude 

ICllcrlllgs) III the Kn\\nll' collect ion 1tl Indlrl He did 1101 gl\'C the total numbt,;1 but lIlel1liol1l;d thai the~ ~Ire 

of dll'fi:H.'lIt uu.: .. ' alld ut;tl1leh.:r aud r:tllge from 1(' .. 17 nnn \lelght In. 7 gr:tllls No date IS \ ISlble but til!.! 

lIunt seems to b!.! Illlsal11:tb,ld Goron illustrated onl) 1\\0 e':ll1lpl cs of tillS t~ pc v' There IS ~I COlli of T)I)I.: 

A I III a pri\ :tte collectloll III India \\hlch IS unpublishcd\? 11m com bears the mill! Ilallll.: 'Ars~lh dah:d (9) 

2~ 111e \\elght of th~ COlliS IS 10 () grams and dlamcte r 17 nUll Another COIil ofTYI)c A I illcntlOlll..:d by 

Garon with a doublful date IS III thc BritIsh Muscum Collcctlon 

T'I)eAI (a) GoldT;lllk:1 

Type obverse !h~ n.:.\'ersc legends and dcslgns arc th t.: same as above COUl Type A I, but 011 the reverse at 

Ihe end 'Khlllhda lllulkahu', 'IllS kl1lsdom ma) be pcrpetu.:ucd' Stall Goron did not mention the 

pro\'enance or loc:'IIlon of the com Thc diameter IS 21 mill and weight IS III 6 gi.llllS l1lerc 1$ 110 n1ln{ 

" RI~:U .. P IJ..I 
.~ Sian Goron, ONS. 1..1'.1 I) 12 
H J p, Gocl1ka Collect 1011. C:IleUll:l 
" On h onc coin or BNM dall.:d Y22 is published earlier in ,Ill aniele by T;lrfd;1l ill Cllli llml h,frmcfw/I fII SoUfh , bin, 

~ 17 1. 
~ SI;1ll GorOIl , ON . I..IY. P 12. IOC:ltIOIl of lhe COul is nOt mClltioned, 

"' Ibid. p I ~ 
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name on the com but a crudely engraved dOlle, which accordins 10 Goron is either 9 16 or 928, There is 

another COlli \\llh \'l!r\ crude lettering ment]oncrl in the ONS. nO 149 willch ]s sallle as T) pc A I (a) bUI 

havlI\g th l! mill! n:llne. i\'luzn O"arabad and bcaJlIlg a doubtful dale '27' which Garon presumed as 927 The 

Diameter of the 1.:0111 IS I () nun and the weight is 10 5 grams ~J(. 

In the BNM colk:ctlon ther...: ar...: two unpublished coins of Ihl.: Type A I (a), bolh having an ornate circle 

fo r both the ob\e rSl' alllJ rc\'crsC 1Il~lrg ins having no mint n<lIllC and datc~? Thc diamcter is 13 mm and 16 

mill and the \\e lght IS 10 56 and 105 rcspectively The thickness of the fOfllli.:r is 4 mill 11lCrc arc two 

coins, ofTypc A I (:.) ImvlIlg onmte borders, ill two collections, onc in the Briti sh Museum and published 

bv Goron. the other III a pri\'ate eolh.:ction in India which IS' unpublished , Both the coins bear no dale or 

mmt. 1lle "elgh l of t ~ "e BI'\'I coin is 1036 grams and private collection coin is 10.6 and 13 I1Ull in 

diameter 

Tvpe A2 Gold 'Iu,;lrter Tanka 

Thc obvcrse be:lrs the p:ln of the Su!t:ln's name III :l.n ornamented Circle QI SII/{{in hm (/.1 S"'{lin Nii~irzt 'd 

dunyo 11'(1 The rl.;I I.;r51.; bears Ihe rest of the legend NlI,rrat Sholl (/,\ .\'lIlrall hill The.: Il.;gl.:nd IS the sam\.' as 

com Type A I omllllllg the word midi" in the 1111ddle and thc Dw of the end 'ldJ.alh,d(l Allahu' ... The 

\Ielght of thl! coin IS 2.7 genms and diameter is 7 nml, thick ness: 3 mm, Thts coin is published by Garon 

111 ONS. no. 149 but \\ iI110\l1 mentioning :Illy prOVen:lllCC or location of the coin. 

Goron l11 e l lll()l1~d 111 ONS, 110 149011 it:asl eleven gold cOins alld IHOle "~~\eral cx:ul1ples of this type in 

the Kaw~lh: collcctlon" bUI did nOt give the 1I1l1 11ber, Only twO CX:l.TIlples ~ r'C &I\'CII The Bangladesh 

NatIOnal Mu~elll11 collection has three gold coins of Nusral and there arc also three 1110re 111 private 

colkctlOl1S 111 Il1dl:l:lS :llrc:ldy becn mentlollcd Thereforc. the number ol"£old COJl1S of LJSf:lt ::Iftc 110 1 few 

III number \\h~n compared to the number of the.: gold COIllS of the Benga l Slillan~ of other dYn:lstlcs 

So the gold eOItl ~ ~ho\\ the :ll1hlcnce 01" the pc nod :lr1d Ihc quar'ter t~U1ka gold :llso IS an IIIdu';:I(]ol1 of the 

usc of gold COlliS :IS a 11 h.:d]:t of c:\changc and cU 1'rl:. n c~ for largl:·sca1c IrallsaetlOl1S 

Silver coins 

Like the gold I:lnkts or I usra!. Sil ver 001llS :Ire :tlso of n single type according to thei r Icgcnds wi lh slight 

It\.natrons at tile cnd. ell hcr 'Khullida l11ulkuhu ' or 'Khall;ld~tllahu rnu lkahu' A few coins also hllvc 'wa 

Sullana1tu' :tAer 'KhallacbllnhlL rnu lkahu', Of course there :Lrc v:Lrialiol1s III desis n, nrmngL!lIlcnt of the 

,. Ibid. P 12. PhOl(KOP~ of 11 LI S CQIII IS nOt etc,lf, the 1lI1111 may be other Ih,lII thai \\h icll Il(Is bccl1 bivCII . lIIay be 
Mllstaiabad 
.... ONS. 1 ~~ . P 12. LOCi1l1011 of the coin ]S lIot been menloned, 
.... BNM. Acc 110 !\755and X77172 . 
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Icgl.!nds as \,..:11 n .. !h~ c;lIl1~rapll1c st)'1i.: All th l.!SC COins ~oth gold tlnd SIJ V\.:I :)fc of the lola weIght 

standard 

Type B I. Sliver Tank:l 

Both the obvcrs\': and re' ers..: Icgl.!Jlds of Type B I arc sallle as Type A I (a) cmhllH, '\,lth 'Kh;llloda lllu lkahu' 

LSstlcd fro111 thc l\11l1t5 Kh:Jhfntabad Idatedl <)22, Kh;l1rabad d:Jloo 926AH, ro.'lust:Jfabad (Date illegIble) and 

Nusralabad. i\'lulmmmadnbad, B:trbakab:ld of 'OrJous dates ·llie \\elght rang!.." of Ihl.!SC coms arc IU) to 

10 K gr.1.mS aud the dlamcter gcncr.1 11y 23 mOl 10 30 mill 

IY!2\: 6 1 fa} SlhcrTanJ..a 

Both the obvt.' rsc and n:\ersl.! kgends arc the samc as type II I but ""ilh nn ndd1l10n of the \\ ord Alllih 111 

bcl\\ ccn 'Khuilldn' :tlld t11ulkahu' at the end of the reverse legend I c the legend ends WIth kballada Allaiw 

mlllkaJ1II. 'ma~ Alb!! perpctu:llC 1115 kingdom' 1l1is typc · t.s represented frolll the mmts' Arsah and 

Chalgaon ha\ IIlg ,:HlOU:; d:ltes and from the mill! Dawabad dated 928AH D:lwnbad, a ne\\ mml not bl.'Cll 

heard of earher 

T\'pc,: 8 1 (b) SIl\~rT:l1Ika 

Both Sides of the C(lll\ of thIS I ~ PC bear the n3me or the Su lt:,!11 as Type 0 I but havc a nllll1 lI:lInc for L-:lch 

obverse and f\:\\;rsC" TIlls T) I)C" 01 (b) bears 0 11 the ob\ ersc aner 'Abull\'lu7 .. lIlar', 'j.'al{ulhud' 'tYy':md Ihe 

n:"crsc SId!: cnds \\l lh the mutt n:Ulle 'It'6..-...... ;)1 ~ ' :> Darud Darb 92.) No doubl 'Fntltab3d' IS the mint na11le 

and 'D:lnld Darb' means 'housc or stnklng' I C the 1I111l! Plal1lJ y tillS IIldlcales that thesc COlliS :Ire struck 

rrom the mlilt or Fathabad but It IS remarkable that both Sides bear the datcs. Fathabad WIth two dIgIts 'K9' 
". , - -:.md Onnld Otl rli 1l2';; It 11I:l~ nlso be noted hear tha t the word cLJ-o...,.L.ofthi s t) l>e was alway written a~~ 

T'P!,t Bl l eI. 51h!;1 T;all~a 

The Icgend of thl " l~pe IS the S:lmc as the type Bt (b) but the obvcrse h.:gc.'nd bears the 1111111 1I;,'111Ic: 

!;I I/\(I'ftul ntl" ;'lIId the fc\erse cnds \\llh Var /I'd I)flrh 1J25 On tlle obverse Hus3111nbad IS Wllhout all) datI.! 

,Uld Danld O;l rb h:ls the dnte 1)25 The 1ll11lt lIame Oil the rl.!verse should be re;ld :IS 'Jnl:!.lud Da rb' I1lsl \!,'ld of 

D:lnld Darb. II IlldIC;lh;s that tll ~· COIIl \\ as a maJestiC Stnklng ur the mllll or the c:lpltaJ Husalll;Ib:ld 111 thiS -t ~ pl.! Iht:: \\ord '''hulhd:I I11l1lkahu' IS engra\cd as cdJ..oo A»\P some COinS :11::0 bear the 1I1111t name on Ihe 

reversc aOer 'Jala-Iud I? :l r~ 1 c' Ja l51ud I?arb 1,lusatnab5d' and the date llierc :l rl.: vanous vanClICS and 

",malloos III hnt.! arr:111gellll.!1llS and also m de.'ilgns Some of the COlliS of thiS I) pe bear the I11l1l t naOle on 

the ob\,l.!rsc and oll l ~ Ihe dute on Ihe reverse, these coms 11Iay bl.! reg:lrdcd as a sub vanety ofT~ pc B I (c) 

Tw!; 82. 5th !,if Tanka 

The Ob\CfSC IS the Sa il lc as the obverse of BI(c) both ill deS Ign :Ind legends The reverSe legcnd IS the 

sante as I ~ pc B I tal b11t \\ Ilh nn addll10n of a word 5il'),)'ld bL;fon: HUSal111 ::mel SII/!ana/w afier the \~ord 
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mulkahu then till; d~lc That IS the obverse bears Ihe I11UlI name and rcvl,;rse bears the dale It should be 

mentIoned here that thIS I ~ pc IS the only CaUl of Nusrat ever known where the word 'SaYYld' has been used 

for the first I1rnc 

T\'pe B3. Slhcr Tank~ (Col!!mI:-IllQG1u vc coin) 

Both the obvcrsl,; and fe\ erse are the same as the legends of Type B I. but Type 03 bears no mint name or 

date and ends " Ith some add Itional word Tirh lll Mardan i_e 'Tirhut plundered', This word was read as' )'ad ; 

Harmuzib )' Blochm:lIl for the first tunc III lASB 1873. he thought it would be thc name of the engraver, 

Subsequent schol:lrs all lollowed him bill the word IS T lrllI/( Marda,,6fI ~nd Ihe coin is a commemoratlvc 

one.slnlck on the occasIon orthe concquest ofTirhul 

T\tx.: 83 Cal Sd\cr t:Ulk;t 

The coin's legend IS tllc same as T) pe B I. but ends \\ ,th the mint name Dantd Darb h~wlng no dates 

TVl)C B3 (b) ' Sil \'!; r Tank;l 

The type IS the same as Type 83 (a) but only With the date (925) and there is no mint name. 

Type B) (e) Si lver Tanka 

The lcgends oflhl s t~ pc arc the. same as Typc 63 tal but b~'ar no datI.: or 1111111 name 

TYDe 84: Slhc( hal rTallka 

Fractional cams of N\I<;r:u Sh:lh :lrc vcry hmit1.'CI Only fi ve coins ~rc kno\\ 11 so far . One coin is mentIoned 

m Sup pl . IMe 11 "1 ~lI1d IUlir COlliS arc in ;\ recent sale calalogue6~ 

Both the ob\crse and re\ crsc lcgends arc the same as Type 8 I but some COIns bear no d:ue on mlllt and 

dcslgns "a~ Bul one of the SeA coin contains the last hne wa :fUIWnaiu DCimd I)arb, but bears no date.. 

The wClght IS almost half Of the \\eight of a full tanka 5.16 to 5 19 grams and dlametc:r I K mill 

BOlh the gold and sll "er COIllS of Nusrat show that he used only one type of legend for his COUlS as already 

mentioned The legend sho\\ s no affiliatIon to religion, Nusrat was the firsl Sultan to IIllroducc a 

coillp l etcl~ seculal I ~ pc of legend for hIS coins in the numismatic histo!)' of IlH.:dicv:lI Bengal. Not a single 

COIll of Nusral has yet been found bcarmg any religious utterances such :\s Knlima or an)' allcgmnce 

to\\nrds Kh;llifa or Kl\llafal. nor did he claim hUl1 sclf 10 be Klmlifutulluh or helper of Kh~\lifah or Klulaf,l.l 

6/1 Muh:Ullll1i1d RC/.:ml Kanlll. Klchhu Bisishlll Mudra, p. 70. 
~I Suppl IMe, 11 . p 66. 110 192 
to" seA, pi 57. no I) 1') 
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or succour of Isl:1m or Muslims. Not even in hi s mscriptions did nus r~t c l~II" Klmlif:1tullah or nny thlllg 

slinilat'. onl~ he used the formula "May Allah perpetuate his kmgdom". 

II may be mentioned that Ilisral's caUlS :u c found fonn the date 922, pred:ttlflg his ascenSion 10 the throne 

Ifl 925, and contlllllcd to strike coms from variOus mints liplO 938AI-1 the cuins of the last two or three 

years of his reign's arc seldom fo und, His coins prior to 925, arc either indicator of an c.xtm ordinal)' 

dcliegation of power or pomt 10 n success ful rebdlion' as opitll .. -d by Bloc.hmann"'. Discussing Ihe subject 

Tarafdar opined [h:1llhe rebelhon "ls:1n absurd propOSition for which we find no support in [he sourccso, . 

He also pleaded thai AI:luddlll Husa in Shah was too powerful a ru ler to allow any rcbcl lo nourish within 

his kingdom66
• Therefore, predaled coins of NUSr:ll may be considered as princely issues as he was given 

the prerogati ve of the sovcrelgn power of striking coins in his own name. Abdul Karim on the basis of a 

coin of Nusrat d:tted Y I HAH opmed that Nusrat issued coins on Ills own name from 918AW 7 The reading 

of the date IS doubtful as there arc onl) twO digits 'om:' and 't:lght', (" Un on tht.: COlli \\ llIch Karim 

assumed as 9 1 K Thl,,; re arc eoins of Nusrat and Husain having fi ctitious dates of '8', '~2', '89' . So th is type 

of assumption 0 11 the blSls of a doubttlll re:1ding of a single com's date IS uncertain, Moreover, Fimz 

Mahmud rai sed the quesuon in an artIcle that from 922 onwards usrut's coins of each year have been 

found but not :1 single coin bctwc,:en 9 18 to 922 has yet been found and he remarked that on the basiS of a 

doubtful rt.:adlllH of a slllgle CaUl It IS not reasonable to draw any cancluslon(,ll. 

Alre.1.d~ we hnvc seen that lIus:1in used in his coins the 'fictitious dalc', as has been temlcd by Deyec!. 

This type of dale havUlg onl y IwO digits (~9) with Fathabad mint has alsu been found on the coins of 

Nusrat along \\!th Ihe actual date with Darud Darb 0 11 the other side of the coin T~ pc B I (b) Some eoms 

of NUSr.ll IssLH.:d from [he nun! Nusratabad also bear either the digit '92' or only '2', whal was the real 

cause behind Ihe usc of such dnlcs arc 1101 kllO\\11. Deydl proposed that probably it IS 10 prevent the 

moneyers form IInposlllg Ihe c,: .. tra bal((I on the COlllS of the prevIous years Whatever 1ll:1) be the cause it 

may be presumed that the system was intentionall) introduced for the admlll is(rat ion of cOlllage of the 

period 

It \\ould not be 011 1 of place to look into the maUer base~ on which the proposition of irregularity in 

striklllg eoms III the i-Iusam Shahi reign arc bu ild up Subjecting this Firuz Mahmud and Trnfdar discussed 

III details about the cOlltentlollS and their views h:lVe already beell di scussL'ti , But none of thl: Schol:1fS 

IiJ CAPIS. pp. 5)6. 5)7. Among his 24 known inscriptions not a si ngle one contains any such religious affiliations, 
:llso Dllni. Blbhogr.t l)h~ . pp 67 -74. 
~ lASB, 1873. P 2tJ7. Quoted b)' Tmfdar in N/I.\'olll Shnlll Bellg(ll. p. 353 
I> HSB. p, )5-1 
1>6 Ib1d. 
~. Corpus. p. 125 
I>" FiOlz Mnhillud. ~HllS:1i ll Shahi Amok Mudm Utkmmt:l), AniY<lm 0 Er T:ltparya" { III Bangia), Iflllll._. IX, t3K2BS 
pp, 137 - 13K 
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noticed the maUl factor of thl ~ contention dur11lg Nusrat's rClgn lllcre hav\.: been found some cOms of 

usrat dat\..-d Y12 . 92} and 1)24 But among these only the daled 922 of the Khallfatabad I11l1lt has some 

ground. IMe II. COIl1 no 203 bears the dale ·23 \\llhoUI any mUll nalne SO thesc 1\1,.0 digits might nOI 

rcpresent the date 923. there :uc so man) coins III HUs;l in 5lmhl reign bcarlllg the date in rtlrogallon also. 

111ercforc tlus 23 ma~ be rdrogatcd dale of932 123 (9)1 and 11l1ght not be predated to Nusrat's reign. The 

com was nOI Illustrated so there IS no scope of verification 

Ag:un In JASB I 1S74 there arc three coins which arc coneemcd wlIh thiS predating. one COIll dated 923 

and two COinS d:lled 924 as read by Bolchmnann. But the coin which has been rcad as 923 :lctually is 

'Arsah 932 11\ n.:trogallon 11 .e.'Arsah 239). There IS no way to read it 923. 1111.: other two coins which have 

been read as 924 (Plate XII I COIl1 No 7 and 8) arc actuall y wntlen 111 ArabiC as '965' which Is'925' 

Blochmann ri.ghtl~ adnlllll.:d lhal Arabic figu re 2 is IIlverled 'but all the COIl1S of tillS date in IMe ]] and in 

BMC have been re:.d by Wright and Lane Pool as 925 nOt 92469. Now the question of the date of 922 of 

Khallfalabad mmt If an~ 0111.: wants to omit the subject of Nusrat's predated coins then he Ina), plcad for 

the date of Y2/). the. lasl figure 2 \\as orlgmally mtendcd fo r 6 but cngr:l\ers mistakenl) made II two by 

IIlVertloo as has bct:n happened III the case of com no 7 and M of Blechmanll But \\e. Ihmk that the dale of 

the Khahfatabad 1111111 15 correct and IS 922 Several coins wilh tJml date h."1ve been found of Nusral and 

Alauddm FJnlz bcmlllg the same mlllL All these coins dated 922 of usra! were his prlnccl) issues and 

the gold com dated 922 probably was slgnahng the occasion as Tarafdar wrote 

Coill Types B I (b) and B I (e) reveal thai both Ihe types bear on "I\ell of their obverse thl.! mint name 

F':l.lhabad and I lusa lll3b3d and re ... ersc sides bc."1r Diirud Qarh !J}5 and Jalli/lld «orb !J}5 So. il indicates 

that the aclual date IS \\ Ith Dar ud Darb or Jalal ud Darb because 111 Type B 1 (c) Husau13bad has no date 

acolllp::IlIYl1lg It On the olhcr hand type BI (b) bears "Fathabad 89" (wi th di gits '89') wluch IS a. mystery, 

111 the presence of the ;1(;llIa l datc of 925 on the reverse There are dated and Ilnd .. tcd coins of Nusral also 

onl~ \\Ilh Dnrud Darb T~pc 83 (n) Therefore, one may rou se the quesllon Ihal "hut was thc U11pllcatlon of 

such double usc of mllll n:1111es on both SIdes of the com mtroduc(.'d by Nus r3[ for the first tHnc:, ag:un 

what dOl,;s Jalalud Darb lI1dIC~ue'J 

Husalll not onl~ established a. kmgdom on a solid foundallon fo r IllS f;lUlII) but also expanded it on all 

Sides. so lit I: dl:\dopmelll. \\lHch s[art\..-d III hiS reign , continued durmg Nusrat llie c.:col1omic. aellvny 

lrade and commerce boosted ,md as a consequence there evcloved new mlllts durlllg Nusral Shah. Abdul 

Karim I1lcntlolU.:d lillie III1I11S of Nusr3l Deyen mentioned cleven We have found a tolal of Th irteen miniS 

on thc coms of Nllsra!. 11lcrerorc, from lhe mcreascd number of Il1l11ts and \ olume of cams il may be 

assumed lha.t the n,'OrS"llIz;l tion of the monitory system ;lnd mints were Ihe need or the hour and Nusrat 

probably eSlabll shl.!d el.!n trall~ controlled minIS ill various places and Jalalud Darb Husalt1abad was the 
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central 11l1llt of Ihe capital \\here the Suh'ln hllnsdf reSldcd and Danld Darb Fadmbad was the another 

mint under ccntral control 

Type B3 15:111 11111>Ortallt COIll commcmoratlng Ihe victory of Tnhlll Blochm:uUl discussed Ihe COIll wi th a 

photograph III hi s ( 'OnlnhUI/(If/ 111 1873 and gave the reading of thl! last two words .. 5 Yacl-/ -Hurl1/lIzd and 

commented Ihat "I am doubtful as to the correctness of thc last words yad-I-Hurmuzd, by the hand (by 

engraved) 'Hunnuzd'. The charactcrs, though small arc clear, and yet It is difficult to suggCSt anything 

else" Shamsuddll1 Ahmad rC3d thc s::unc word as 'Nuslratabad', Karim followed 810chmann 11\ Ius 

Corpus. For a Ions period the actual " orels werc 110t known to us, now \\'C have corrected It IS Tirhul 

Mardan There IS 110 doubt abOut thiS reading. til writmg NII~'ra!lihiid therc reCJuire two Alifs but III T/rhll l 

Mardan there arc none So the word is certainly not usratabad l1lerc IS no nllnt name or datc on the 

coin . During Nusr.\I 's nl lc Tirhut was conquered though it was startl.:d previously by his father To 

commemorJle thiS VlctO~ the coin was stmck probably fonn the mobile Jlllllt of the expedition, thaI is 

why the mint nJ1ll 1o: "<1 5 drOPI)cd or it was stnlck from the central nlllll of the capital. 

Some of the coms of Nusral arc found either only with the mml name but \\ Ith out date Type B3 (a), or 

only with date but \\itllout mint. Type 83 (b). Somc J rc found without date and mint also. Type B3 (c) 

Deyellll1fonncd us about four new millIS of Nusrnt 'Arsah. Chatgaon, Khairabad, MustafabJd Other than 

these two nc\\ mlilts of lIsrJI arc known from a hoard. Arkan and oa\\abn.d or Do Ab:ld~ ' Tilt.: laut.:r IS a 

new mint name hL'..lrd tor the first tune 111 Sullam Benga1 

Copper co ins 

usrat's fht.: copper COlliS are reported in the Suppl Shillong Cata!oguc Th!:lf Icgt.:nds arc same as lhe 

sLiver COIll 'S The~ \\crc found from thc Sylhcl, M)l1lcnshlllg n.:gion. 

lllcsc are the second IIIfonnation of copper coins of the Sultans of Bengal : earlier only one coin of Barbak 

was rcported Wh~ IUS rat IIltroduced these ceppcr coins arc not known. In the presence of Kauri thert.: 

was no nel.!d of copper COIilS 

&I JASB. 1~13 . pan II. 110 I. p. 2'n 
10 Kichhu Bi51SIIl :1 Mudnl. pp 6l:! _ 74. 
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J . Ala uddin Finn S It :11t 938 - 9391153 1 - 1532 

usrat Shah "as succccded b) his son t\lauddlll Fmlz ILl 93 KAH. Accordmg to Tarafd:lT 'numismatic 

eVidence SUM,gI!SIS Ihm Nusrat nOLnLn:lled his younger brother. M:lhlllud for successlon,11 Dunng the reign 

of usrat. Mahmud Issued COIl1S 11\ Ills 0\\11 name TIlus the latleT was gl\en thc plcrogatl VI! of sovereign 

power ",s a succeedmg Sultan But aftl!r the death of Nusr::It a group of powerful nobles p\:iced Finlz on 

IhL! throne But he could rule for :l vCr) shon period :lS the dissatisfied uncle Mahmud IS said to have 

nlurder(.-d 1111ll SOO11
7
= 

Nusrafs COIII 'S last date IS 1}3 ~ and the fi rst date of Firuz' s coin IS 938 and the s ingle known inscription of 

FmJz 15 dated I" Ramadan . 939/27th March 15331) Therefore. It can be assumed that Nusrat died in 938 

Jnd Fmlz ascended the thronc III that year, Accordmg to Tarafdar Fmlz reigned for onl y nine rnonths1~ 

He, followlIIg IllS f:l1heT. struck coms III the same SL"Cuiar lIIonncr The legend IS the sUlgk I) pc with millor 

altc0l3tlon III 111lL! arr.lIlgelllcnts and \ cl) lillie ch:mge in the \\ordlllg, like IIIcludmg ",(I .'illl !onal llJ. after 

nmlkahll 111 some COUlS 

FIrUl:S coms arc found 111 t\\O metals. gold and Silver and a.1I the COinS arc of the tola \\ eight standard. 

Gold coin); 

Thoug.h hc mlcd for a \cT') shon pcnod yel he struck gold coins probabl} to commemorate hiS own 

coronallOn Onl~ (\\0 oflu s gold coms arc known 

I vDC A I . Gold Tall"J. 

The obv..:rsc betas the legend 111 a pl:l.ln area Sliitan bin Sulfon bm SU/{Qn 'Alii u'd dlmya wall (/t" ahii 'l 

mllfafJar J-irfi:.. Sultan SOli of Sultan who IS son of Sultan sublimity of the world and religion fathcr of 

\-lctOry Find 

The rC\'crse bea rs the rcst of the legend IbmJ NU:fra l SblJh a.\ SIII!lin hut ~flo(lIn ,'i!Ji ill a.\' .'ill /fiin Itba/tada 

Alliihu mlt/kahll. l.son 011 Nusrat Shah the Sultan SOn of Husam Shah the Sultan 11\3)' Allah perpetuate hiS 

kmgdom' There IS no dale or nU1l1. the welghl1s 10.6 g ram and dIameter IS 18ml1l 

-, HSB. p. 7 • 
. : Ibid. p. 79 
11 Kllhm (Burd\\ill1 ) IIISCnpIIOIl. CAPIB. p 3(,3 
. ~ HSB. P ~l 
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Loc ;\ I (iI) GoltJ Tanb.n 

The ob .. crsc IS SillIle :t!> T} 11C A I but ilt the end an addition of Shah {I\' Sulrein I e '{I\ SIII!cin hm tI.\ .'-ill 'ran 

bm tI,~ S/ll!t;/I Ale711tl rillllJ'fTwtlu ,II'" (lbii '1Imqaf{tir Nniz Slxlh a~ SIII!c1n ' The reverse IS ~lInc as T)pc 

AI but with an addluon of I:IIIS(I'fIll~bcforc /.;hal/ada AIIBh and \10 SlIl.fiiIlO"" :lIth..: end I c the last 1\\0 ILlles 

are fllI~dYni khalltldll A lIiillll nlll/ttlllll lI'a SII/ronllhll, Falhaho(( , but no date 
, ' - " 

Silver coins 

Tvpc B l.. 5.1\\;r Tapk;1 

TIle obvcrsc IS III a decorative ci rcle, n le legend is the sallle as the gold Type A I (a) but after Firuz the 

word hah IS IIlscflbcd as l: H nlC reverse is in the same deS ign like the obverse, the legend also IS the 

samc as the n.i\ em: legend of Type A I (a), Mint IS Husainabad dah.:d 1.)39 

It may be re!1lembered here that coms of FlruZ Shah bear the 80111le legcnd with minor vafl :ltIOIlS III 

al'rangcmcllI ofllm:s and \\ordlllg, 

11115 Type 8 IS .. Iso ISSUI.:d from the mints Falhabad (N D), Barbakbad (NO), Nusratab3d (N D) ~lIld 

' Ars.'\h datl..-d 1))1) COlliS have also been found havlIlg no date or mmts n::une on the coms Another com of 

the same T)pc 61 hns a crude fonn of ICllcnng Illost probably nllsunderstood as 'Slbban Shah' struck 

from the mml Husaillabad dated 9)~ 

I v!)!; BI fal S lh ~rTall~:l 

The obverse and re\ ers..: legends of thiS typc are same as Type B I III a doub le circle but th l,;. n.:vcrse legend 

ends \\Ith &11(II/(I(/(1 Al/iillII mlllkllil/l 'wa S1I11i:illCl11II has been olllltlcd and the lIunt IS Khahfatnbad dated 

IVQ\: 82 Slhl,'[ T:mk;l 

nle obverse bc3rs III a ctrcle ( /1 Sul!on bill as Sul!iin 'A lit Il'd (ilmyo lta't1 1.1,,, abu'l I1Itq.nflClr, 'Sull::ul son 

of tile ultan subltlll llY of thc \\orld and the religion father of \he conqueror' 

The: n:\'crse bcras the rest of the legend also III a clrc.ic Fina Sbiih Su/!cln bm NII;\rOI Sl1iih SU/!iin 

/gjpl/odtl AIlt'illII 1II1I/l.lIlm /il'lllli m(lrdCln, ' Fmlz Shah lilian son of usr:\! Shah Sultan may Allah 

pcrpctutc hiS kingdom. Tirhut plunden .. -d (conqucn.:d)' In tillS com the nord ' mulk3hu ' IS IIlscnbcd 

anlstically III Tughra fonn Tllerc IS no datc on the com It IS to be remembered that all the coms bcr.llllg 

the phrase 'Ttrhut t\!l:udan' of Nusrat, Firuz and also of Mahmud havUlS no d:ucs and mints and 

' Mu lkahu ' of :'1 11 three nllcrs' coms arc III a small Tughra tonn 
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11 m:ly be mel1tJ om:d here thaI Ul1l lkl.! Ihl.! Olher COlliS of FmJz III tills com onl)' fatl u.:: r'5 n<'ll1 l1..: has bel.: ll cited 

and also as SlJ 11::111 bill .:1(. Su ltan' IS mentioned nt the bcglllnms II\ste:ld of mentioning his tlmd yCIl I.! r:l tlon 

rulershlp 

Flruz"s two gold COlliS h3VC been found One is published and slruck al F:uh:.lbad mini of T) pc AI (a) and 

another unpubhshl.!d and preserved III Ihe Oanglndcsh National MU:iCII I1l belong, 10 TYPI! A I h;'l vlng no 

nllnt naJHe Nom: of Ihe gold COlliS bear d31es so It IS difficult to assmlll! \\ hl.: lhcr Ihl.!sc 1\\0 gold COII1S 

were Issued to n . .'cord an~ c\'l.!nt of hiS rl!lgn, clther coronallOIl or :lnythmg else. The proven:lnce of Ihe 

BNM gold COlli IS not kno\\11 but \\'35 purch:lScd m Dhaka In II the word Shah IS \\nUcn likeWise some 

Sil ver com also ha,e such rcndatlol1 of the word ' Shal, ' 

COlll Type B I beMs the formu1::t Su itnll SOil of Sul! ;'I l1 and SOil of ultan I I.! CI;'LUlli ng Ius kmgshlp from 

liu'Cc generations and also ment ioned IllS f:llher and forefather's nallle and the family name ' Hus:um ' or 

'al Hus;:lIni ' Flnlz's 5lh c:: r coms bear the word 'Sull'anahu ' after ' Khallada Allahu mulkahu ' llle style of 

writing sho\\s a dcgem:ratc foml somell mes Illegible All hiS dated COinS arc 93 tt and 939 but most of the 

COIll"S d::ates arc cuher IIICg.lbh.: or effaced Cams of Flruz are Struc)., from 1111': mullS F:uhabad. Husall1:tb.ld , 

Nlisratabad. 'Arsah, Barba~abad and Khahfal3bad These naml.!S show that he could not establish :ll1) new 

mmts. bUI nunlS of his fa ther's tulle werc reduced dunng IllS reign There \\ en: no conquests. he mlcd for 

a shon pcnod of nme months, :md did nOI require ally new mUll Among IllS Sil ver COlliS there arc three 

important COIllS \\ llIch arc worthy to be menttoned. First thl,; COIll of Khahf:tlabad mllll dated 922 It may 

be rcmembeu.."d Ih:lt I u:;rnt Shah 's Kh:th fa tabad Issues :llso be,'!r thl,; same date 922 SO, II IS a rngcd datc 

as OPined by Deyell All the Khallfatab:1d ISSUes arc dated 922 Whal was the cause behll1d is not known, 

bcc:3usc the s.11lle cause I1l1ght not be applicable to following generations. If usrnt"s COIl1S dated 922 arc 

l:1 kcn 3S COIll t11eIllOrnIL\ C ISSUCS for hiS cro, ... n princcshlp then what would be ItS meaning dUfll1g the relg.n 

of Flruz. Slnkmg CO LlI \\ Ilh the same clall.! from Ihe same millt while the other rlllnlS :lTC ISSUll1g COlliS \\ llh 

n:spectl\1! non11a l d:ltes 

Com T~ pe 62. thl: Tlrhut l\ lardan COm II was fi rst slnlck by Nusrat., Fmlz also slnlck the same COUl as hiS 

f:.l ther' s \\llhotlilhe millt n;II11C :lIld d:lIc but recording Ihe \\ ords 'TLrhul Mard:.lII ' :.lIthe end of the reversc 

legend 111is com's Icg.end Conl:.lIllS only hiS name and IllS father' s O:lmc ollllUiny IlLS grand fatJ,er's name 

and the fmll1 l ~ 1l;'L1ll1.: Hus~l.1l1L , " IHeh IS n common phenomenon for IllS coms It IS k,lown that Fmn! could 

nOI expand hiS Icrnlones lil any din,:cLLOn mther reduccd ~t. So stricki ng of this cOlllmcmoralion COII\ 

dunng hiS reign was how f:lr Jus1tficd'J It may h:lve bccn stmck in commemoration of his fathcr's vlctOry, 

a yearly celebration prob;lbly 

n Hrd one, (COlli 110 -1 16 tal) sa id to be of Blbbon hah Dun ng Husain Shahl penod funclLollll1g of mill I as 

\\ell as mint :lCII\'iIICS ","erc. IIIcrcJScd :1 lot Most probably the artisans and the eng.raycrs cngaged thercm 
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were the local 1)"::01'1\: \\ ho had no Ick:t :tbout Arabic Icth.:rs, The) we re jU!; t 1111ltalors of the wntten lext 

\'<Ithoul kno\\ III!; them So, dunng this period the \\ riling style shows ;\ very dcgcm:rated fonn and 

ignoring the facl scholars p':U1Icul:u ly the enthusiastic collector· schol::l rs are always after discovering ;\ 

new tlung, ne\\ pceuitantH!S thl! so-c:lI lcd Bibbon Sh:lh is a Vl!ry good example of it. In fact on the coin 

the word Flr .. z has been wntten very crudely without stoppmg the PCI! and omitting all the required 

pauses like slllkasta S l~ Ie of \\ nttmg Thcre lo rc_ Flruz bec:J. l1le ' Blbbon' "i lh the same regn:.1 tltlc, same 

kunyah and same date Or EJilZ Husalll quoting from Ajmno +.'ii.lohcin Ined to establish the d der son of 

Nusrnt the brother of FIfl,IZ as Bibboll Shah who assumed power afler Nusrat 's demise but the Afi'(lfw-;­

$bailOr! IOfonlls on l~ about 1\\0 SOilS of Nusral both of whom M:lhmud kill ed But there IS no mention of 

Bibbon or any other name or the report of both's assumption of power cited 111 the ,rwclhdn as EJLZ HusJ.IIl 's 

" report sho\\s 

Striking of coms b~ t\\ O or three Sultans III the sam!.: year IS not unpragmaue :.l.nd there Seems no problem 

in adnHttmg Ihal Nusr::u had 1\\0 sons, one named ' Bibbon ' who was nlso ki lled by his uncle Mahmud 

But ho\\ could It b..: reasonable to accepl Ih:lI bot h Ihe sons wou ld proci:lim th!.: same regnal title 

'A1auddm'" In th..: lustol') or I1UnUSrtlatles there IS not a smgle Instance of such use Therefore, we thlllk 

what has bccn read as Blbbon IS nOII1I111; but a degenerated fonn of the word Firuz and the COlli belongs to 

Abuddin Firuz, son of Nusrat 

Flrul's onl ~ Ulsenptlon 's date is Ramadan 939 so hc may have relgm:d for nlllc months as has been 

propounded b~ Tr:.fdar III Husain Shahl Bengal If thiS proposal of Tralaar tu m out to be true then 

Nusrat ' s de~lt h \\01111.1 be In th t.: last month of the )car ~38AH 

') Sycd Ejat: Husain, 'COL1L of A la-ud..cJin Bibbon Shnh: Hllhcno Unknown Sullan ofBcngal'. NIIIIII,\'III(1fic DIgest , 
\'01 19, 1995, pp 122· 12~ 
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4. C hiyasudd in M:dllllud Shah 1)39 - 945/1532 - 1531'1 

Gillyasuddm Mahmud \\as the last Sultan of the Husainl 6mily as well as the lasl Sultan of th l,,; {\\ o 

centuries long IIldcp!.!ndcl1l period of Sult:tlll rule After ki ll ing his nephc\\ . Finl2.. he .l.Sccndl,,:d to the 

thtom.: III 939AII 

TIle fall of Ihe I lusalll Shahl O) nasl), waS slarted In the region of Nusral Shah TIle contest and contention 

between unci!; and ncphe\, O\!.!r the succession gave sufliclI!nt ,\Ir to the sad for the ad vancement of 

dlsintcgr:lIlon The short ni le of Flnl]! could 110t re!'lst the full nor could the pnrnclde Malullud do any 

bener. Accrdlllg to Tara!cbr ' the process of dlsllltegralion which started in the region of Nusrat Shah, 

found its culmll\'1l1on IIlllle reign of Mahmud 7fl 111e reaction 10 the murder of Finll by Mahlllud t!nflamed 

till': Itllern:d fued of the f.llm l ~ :md Mahmud's tactless move provok(.-d Makhduill Alam to revolt Short 

sighted Mahmud could nOI handle Ihe silu ~lIion and by ignOring Sher Khan's polentlality. IllS dependenc) 

on Loh.:uliS ;'Ind unable to read 10 pohtlcs of the period and mabllity to IIlltl3h: the tund) melSme due to 

which Mailrnud not onl~ lost Ius Sultanat but lost the indep~ndcnt status of Oengal Through thl.: battles of 

SUr.lJgarh III 1534. 1536's hea\') mdemllity to Shel Kh"n and ultllllately by losing Gaud to Sher Khan III 

1538 Mahmud was compl.! lIed to seek help from Humayull, the Mughal klllg, And as a fugillve at 

Khalgaon he dl~d III 1538CE TI1US the two hUl1dred year long indl.:pcndcnce of Bengal C3me 10 3n end 

\\Ith the dl.:a th of Mahmud 

According to Tarafdar "TIlt! )'l.::lr 1538 Illarks the end of a slgnificaJll period of the history of Bengal and 

the bcginnlllg of an I.! r:t of chaos and confusion which troubled her life down to the early seventeenth 

ccntul') Jf" Like IllS pn.:dcscssores r ... l:tlunud also ISSUed COIllS 111 two metals. gold and sl,,"cr" He 

rl.! l1ltroduccd thl.! s.:eular comag.: s~ stel11 10110\\ IIlg Nusral and all hiS COIllS nrc of tola \\elghl standa rd No 

fractional COIll of Malull ud IS found III gold but somt.: fracllonal COIllS til Sil ver have bccll discovered III 

cOlllpanSIOIl to olher rr;lcllol1al eomagt.: of the Sultal1l pe riod Mahmud's fractional COUlS arc generally 

av:ulablc 

Gold coins 

About sc\en gold eoms of Mahmud arc known Tht .... y arc of Iwo Iypes one having in the center with1l1 a 

snmll cucle the \\ ords IJa(/r .·ibilh~ mid anoth l,,; r type only ~canl1g Ihe name of Ihe 5ultnll Wllhout tius 

spt...'C lal epithet 

'6 HSB. P SI 
.. Ibid. p. K9 
" Olle Coppcr eoll l \\a$ mellt lOllcd by BlochllHllI1I In JASB. 1 ~ 7" . p. 298 \\ilhOUl illI ~ mi nt namc or dalc TtUSCOl1I 
was not rOIlO\\ cd Ihe com'IfClld Ih[ll thc obvcrse and re·.erSt poses the same legend So IIlIS cow llIay be left aSide 
for dlSCUSSIOIl 
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T "pc; A I, Gold Tanha 

'nle ob\'ersl.:: legend bc;\rs 11\ ;\ small Circle III the center the \\ords /Jadol' Shohi Around tillS small ci rcle 

there IS a bIgger Clrch: \\hlch conlalllS (1\ Sul{611 Ibn SU/!iill (;111)'(;1 /I 'd ihmyn wa 'd din alui'l tnll;a.bol' 

MClbmlld .'illci" . Th .... Sul1:m son of the Sultan succor of the \\orld and th\,! rdlglon father of thc conquerOI 

Mahmud Shah ' 

The reverse III a slInlbr arrangement bears the legend m SlIlran hm I;/II.I (lln Shllh as SlIlflin kiwl/"d" 

AI/cihu mll/ko/Ili W ,\'I1I!'"fl1ll11. 1'he SultJn son of Husa ll1 hah the Sultan Illay Allah pcrpetu:lIc hlS po\\Cl 

and kingdom' 0 dale or 111111! 011 the COlli, The weight of the COlli IS 10,69 grams and 19 mOl dUlIl'Icter It 

is In the collection of BN M, 

There IS an unpublished COlli of the same T)'pc A I In a private collection III India". another COlli of the 

S!l.nlC t~pc 11\ the Bntlsh Musellnt' Both the eoms are datL'<i 933 but \\lthout :111) ll11nl nal11c. \\clght ofthc 

COlli IS I 0 ~ gr.'Ull and 10 66 grams ll;!Spi!CIIVd) 

Type A2 Gold Tanka 

The obverse and (e\ersc legendS arc the same as Type A I but \\lthOUI the central srroll Circle and the 

epithet \\llhm II I c '/Jmwl' ."iblilll ' No date or 11\1111 name ha.s bt:en IIlcntJOtll. .. d on the COlli 1l1C weight of 

the 0011115 106 grams :md IR mm diameter Thc COlli IS reponcd b) SIan Goron III ONS, No 149 Then: 

arc (\'0 morc COlliS of Type A2 one U\ LIle Kawalt collection In India" another one menllom.-d by Shercrl
. 

Kafllll mentioned one gold com of Mahmud m the Corplis bullts type has not been mentIOned 

Silver coins 

As Ihe gold. Mo.hmud's sll\el COlliS of full tanka o.rc of I\\'o types :Uld fracllonal COUlS arc ofl\\o t)pe5 

TvocBI SLht.:rThnka 

TIle ob\crsc and rc\crsc bt..":lr the same kgcnd as th~ gold T)pc A I 11'IS I)PC IS ISSUed from Ihe nllnts Dar 

(Dar ud Darb"). F:uhabad, lius:unabad. Nusr.uabad, Muh::unmadabad, ::Uld Klulifatabad, all dated 933: 

from the mlllt 'Arsah dJh: nO( sure, RahmdabJd Badarpur dated 939, Arkan ('1) wllh no date and v,ithout 

mlllt but dated 933, y .... and also coms "ith no mlOt name or dalc. Besides a COin beanng the nunt name 

Fathab3d \\Ith a llI\Stcnous d:lIc of only'S' is notable: Thcse coms nommll) weight between lOA to 10,K 

gr.uns and d"tIlletCI 24 111111 to 2~ mm. but most comlllon IS 26 mm 

'~ J, P. Gocnka CoJlccllon. CalculI:1 
"" ONS, 1.J9, pI' 
l'!ONS, IH . p Il 
~ : S A Shere 'Some LlIlIC}ue gold coms found III Bihar'. JNSI. Vol VII. 11)015, pp .J I • .J5 
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1 \'09 B2 Sd\l,!r Tanka 

nle obverse and rC\I,: rsc bl,,;:\( the Il,,;gl,,;nd In a lel1eHxt surface tht.: mUlll.! of thl,; SUh~U1 IS III the sal1lc manner 

as 111 T~ pc A2 ThIS 1 ~ pt.: IS stnlck from the milliS Palh:lbad Nusratabad a ll \\ ItholH all)' dat I,,; BUI a COIil 

onl y h3vlllg the dale 933 \\ Ithoutthc mint n:llne IS fould from Dol13r. Dhak., 

Type 83. Slh t:rI:;1!!lg 

"!lIe obvcrse IS S:l l11e a~ T) p.,; 132 The r.,;verse IS almost the smm: as T) pI.! 92's src\'crse bllt With an 

3ddilion of "ll lIsa lill ' b\.' for 'J,.halbda AII<thu ll1ulkahu ' Typl,,; 93 cams arc struck from thc mlllLs 

MuhMu1l3dnbad d:lt\,:d lJ3K. 'Arash d:ttc not sure (9-2). and Husamabnd daLed 945 n'e pt.:cuhanty of th.,; 

Husain3bad COIl1 IS that the date has been inscribed on the obverse whi le only the mm! name IS on the 

reverse, ThIs typ.,; IS also b.,;t.:n found Without thc mint nnmc and date 

1 \'01< 134 SII\.,;[ H:lIfTanka 

TIll! overse and fC' erse :uc the same as Type B I I e. the 'Badar Shahl' type bu t with the millIs F,lthabad 

dated 933 and also \\1thout date from the same mint. Only two hal ftankas arc published in SCA~l and the 

weIght IS 5 21 grams Another h:lIf tanka of the same type IS ISSUed frotTI Husall1abad minI, date nil. TIle 

\\elght is.5 42 grams and diameter 20 mill, and IS plIbhsed 111 J S l ~ 

~5 . SJI\ cr QU»O\,f Tanka 

"lllC obvcrsc and re\ crsc ar\' IJle same as Type B2 I,e. Without the legend 'Badar Sh:Jhi' havlIlg no "lint 

nalllc or d:Jle Thl,; ,\clght of the com is 262 gmnlS and dl:J1l1l!lcr 16 IllIII Anothcr quarter L.'mka of the 

8:tdar Sh:thl t~pc \\llholll dalc and I11mt has been m1.'f1t loncd III J NS I~~, The WeIght of Ih l,; COul IS 26 

grams and dl:llm.:ler IS 16 mm 

T,pc B6 5.1 \,1,;( 11 161h T;mka 

A aile sl\loculh tauka IS also menliom:d and Ill ustr.tlcd tn JNSI of Badr Shahl type \\ Ilhollt date and !l1lnl , 

"eIght of the COlli IS 069 gr.ulIS dla 1 J nlln$(>, 

nlC coins of MahnliJd sho\\ that followmg the tradition of thc family he stnlck both gold and sil ver coins 

from vanous nllnts and" Ith v:mOliS dalcs But none of hIS gold coms bear :lny datc so n 15 not C.1Sy 10 

3Ssume \\llc(hcf thef\: \\;15 :t11~ occ.1$lon behind Ihe sttlklll£, of these gold COlliS nor 15 there an~ II1dlc:Jllon 

on (hc COIllS thcl11sehcs The legends of hiS COIllS sho,' that he followed thc st.:clI lnr com tn.: lld of Nusr~ll 

and did not usc an~' n:hglous fo m1Ula both in his prc -ascendancy or post asccndanC) COlliS It IS to be 

.\ SeA. p. fill . COlli no IJ:'\S 
U MUllIm KlmtulI, 'Some nc\\ CO UlS of Alauddin Flnll Sh,lh and Ghiyasllddlll Mahlllud Shah of Bengal '. JNSI. XX II. 
1960. pp_ H .j 215 
. \ Ibid, P 215 
.... Ibld , P 11; 
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n:l1lclll bered 11' ;11 dllr In~ II.c n; l~n of I lIsr;)l. Mahl11ud rendered thc servlcc :and n!spOnSlbllll ~ of an Amlr 

and he \\as allo\\ccJ 10 Issue COI11S III Ill s 0\\ 11 nann: dunng Ihc reign of Nlisral The ~33 dale of the vanOlls 

Silver COIilS of M:lhmud simck from severa l lllillts show It cicn rly His COlliS from the IllIllIS Fathabad, 

Husai nabnd. Nusr:ubad, Muhammadabad :lIld Khal ifatabad 3.rc all daled 933 , ralher his coms bearing the 

date 933 arc Illorc numerous III comp:arison to otlll,:r d:atcd COIllS Coms dated 934 :and 935 are also 

found,"1 II has also bcen IIlcntlon,,-d 111 the history Ihat Nusrat nOllllllaled Mahillud as an hC-lf apparcl1lu 

Though somi! lustortans t;lkc these coms as a sign of Malunud's revolt as he assumcd power by killing his 

nephew Firuz.. BUI aln.:ad~ \\ c ha.vc seen that it became cuslomary during the Hus:ulU ru le thai the crown 

prince was allo\\ed to stnke COIilS III his own name as a prerogati ve of thc power delegaled to hUll . Pror 

Tnrafdar discussed the mo.tter III detarl III Ius Husam Shahi Bcngal and also in a Bengali Journal. II/hal" 

Accord lllg to T;)r;lI(:J<lr "The four millt towns frOIll ,\hlCh Malunud Issued COlliS II' the IIfelline of Nusrat, 

must have co\ercd :111 C.\ tl: I1SI\ l: terrilo!,) [t \\ou ld ha'c bccn nl1l)Oss ible for hUll to rule mer so vast a 

regIon WlthOLII bem£, opposed b) 1115 more powerful brother. Nlisrat. But hl5tOl') docs nOt prescrve records 

of :IIlY CIVIl \\ar bet\\eCl1lhe two brothcrs'XI. 

All the gold Jnd sll\et toms of Mahmud show that th",')' arc d1V1sible into 1\\0 broad types. one having the 

words Hack SJ;ahi'in the center of the com, another without thaI' c Badr Shahl , only the namc of the 

Sultan ha.o; been II1scnbcd besides a li ttle variation of using U1C family name all.lllsdlnT III some coins But 

the word S::'Y,!-1d \\'3S n~:\"c r been used by MalUllud III his COlliS. Therefore. the uSc of the words 'Badr 

Shahl' possesses great sl£lIIficance. 

On the basIs of the Shahpur IIlscnpllon of Mahmud. whcre the \\ords 0/ m(l.l!J- hiir btl '(I"eI al Baclr Shah; 

for the fi rst tlille outs.de COlli epithet IS kno\\1\ . A.B.M. H:lbrbullnh tak ing ItS llIeanl11g as 'popularly known 

as 'Abdul B<ldr'. dra \\s the conclUSion that 'Abdul Badr' was Malunud's popular n:l1ne~ l . BUI ;t Mll shm's 

nomcnclature cannOI be 'Abd al B:adr' or slavt: of the moon Ishaq r~uscd the qucstlon and he suggcsted 

that It " ould bc 'Badr Shah,'I;', Sevcr.ll scholars haw dlscuss .. -d the matter .md frOI11 tl1nc to tlille gnvc the 

d.fTerent readmgs. of the mscTlption. K:arun III Ills recent work CA PIB d, scuss .. -d II '" dct~lI l and 1115 VICW 

sel;lllS to be correct FollowlIlg the COTrl;ctcd re~\dins of the inscription along with the deliberations of 

Ishaq and Z A Oe5.11 and \\Ith the support of the copper COin's legend ( tf '"hd (j}J1}'iit /I'd di;1 M(I~mfid 

!i.,.huh 0/ Hodr .'·/I('ihi.'Th\.' sl:l'l: Ghl)asuddlO Mahmud hail, thl; Bo.dr Shalll'. Prof. K;mnl concludes Ihat 

'Dadr Shah 1S eilher the nallle of ;l saint or it might well be that Ghiyath :al din Mahmud Shah's great 

"Corpus. pp 111-l l l,ll1dTahlcll 
~~ HB. [I. I' 159 RI\;!/ P 1 ''J 
, 'I MOl1llal.ur Rahlll:!11 T, II~ l rdar. "M,ldh);t Yugcr Mu!>hl11 51mshokdcI Mllcir:.-Ankillc EJ..li BautrOllldhrnu B:IIS1Shl:''', 
Juhas (Journci ofille Ballgl;,dcsh IlIhlls Ponshud, Dhaka. 110 BanglflJ) , Vol IX. 131\2B5. PI' 1511 - I(IS 
'10 HSB. p. )5-' 
'II A. 8 . M. Hablbullah. III I-lB. II. p. 151} 
Y= Quoted 111 Abdul Karllu's C. WJJJ. p. J 72 
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:ltlachmcnllo the. sa illt e:'l rllcd lum the JHck n:'lnlC or popul:'lr n:unc of 8:ldr Sh:llu'n". The USc Of lhl s name 

on coms 1I1dIC:lh:S that he \\:'IS very popular wI lh tlmt name, as also II1dlcah.:d by the Shahpur inscription, 

or II mil)' be due to Sult:'lil'S personal dcslre. thai he w:lntoo to be known b} the n:l llle 'Badr hahl' It In:l) 

be mcntloned th:'ll ;"III his coins of pre-regnal dates arc of ,thc 'Badr halt I' type Therefore. II IlKI) be 

presumed that he c:'I rlled tillS title or proc l:lllllcd 11 before IllS assumption of po\\er 

Mnhmud Shah's coms \\ erc st ruck from these 1111111 Cities' Fathabad, Husainabad, Nusrmabad, 

Muhamm3dabad. Khahfatnbad Rahindab:ld ('I) Badmpur and socallcd Arkan, Dar ('I) and 'Ar5:lh. 

probabl) Arkan \\ould be. Barbakabad Some coms bear the mint name Dar (which was most I)roabably 

used for D3n1d Darb) and Oarbakabad looks like 'Arkan'. Karim follOWing Shamsuddin Ahmad mentioned 

a mint Khallfatabad Badrupur But somc thlllg else has been illustrated in SuppL IMe II , It may be 

Rahinadabad. Badrpur Moreovcr some coins are without the nllnt and date. some arc only with date but 

without any mill!. Mahlllud's lasl dated coins are 944 , and that has been accepted as the last ye,:lf of his 

fe ign. But one COlli of Husaumbad nunt (BNM 89 I tH~4) which bears the date on till: obverse and the mll1( 

on the r\!\'crSe. the dah.: of \\!Ucl l has been read b} th~ scholars 3.11 9-10 should be read as 1)-15. because the 

cIpher on Ihe COinS of Husalll IS like 3 dot and III Arabic Numerals dlgn 5 IS generally written as hollow 

Ci rcle ( 4"0) So. the date of Ihe coin may be read M 94; In that c.,se the coin sou ld be a product of hiS 

fugitive camp in orth Bihar (Haj lpur. DarwesJ>ur·Kllalgaon) Mahmud lost Gaud to Sher Khan on 5th 

Apnl 1538CE which corresponds to 5th Zul Q:lda 944AHWi and about two months later the year 

945AH.begllls ·nlerefore. If the rcad ll\g of the date as 945 is taken to be correct then I t IS possible that 

Malunud might have struck coins 111 his own name anel his defeat ill the hands of Sher Khan, and his 

d~th ma) be pbced In 9-1 511538. It may also be assumed that after defeat he was alive for at least two 

months :md he stnl(::k coms Itil his death 

Like hiS brother IUsTat and nephew FJnlt. Malllllud also struck COUlS wllh the epithet 'TlThut Mardan" 11\ 

hiS own name but foJlo\\lIlg the tradition. \\lthout allY date or nu nt name It IS obVIOUS that he did 1I0t 

conquer T Irhut but most probabl~ it was clistomary to strike COlliS III rcrtlcmbrencc of the VlctOI)' of T Irhut 

and Mahmud follo\\cd thc custom . 

Like the full tanka . fractional coins of Ghiy:lSuddm Mahlllud arc also of two types according to legend I,e . 

Badar Shahl type and non Badar Shahl type but accordlllg (0 the denominations they arc of four types: 

half tanka. quarter than!..a . one eighth tank., and one slxtccnth tanka . Though the one-1;:Ighth tanka has not 

been found stili the presence of the dcnoll1H1atlon, onc-siXh.,:cnth tanka after quarter Illlplies that it was also 

stmek. Therefore. th iS dl\ ISlon indicates that the tanka wt'IS di visable by sixteen anll:l!i and the Bellgali 

uscs of' SllOla :lIlIIa" IIIdlcatcs the full tanka or 100 percent , with these fractional coins it lila)' be inferred 

n CAPIB. pp i72. i7l 
W HB. II. P I(t -' 
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lhal upto 'nnlla' dl\lSIOn of tanka was available III sil ver. rurther dcnonunatlons, were in Ka.url I e four 

Kaun make a 'gunda' and (\\cn!) 'gund:ts' make a pana or :tnlla so a tanka \\3S cqu\\,:lk'nt to 1280 Kauncs. 

tillS Arithmetical counllng \."as In use In Ihl.! subconllllcnt upto Ihl; first half of the lwcntll.!lh century. 

before the prcsent adoption of declln31 syslem for C0ll13gC 

MalUllUd nlh..,'d from 1J'l1} to 945,\H. five years some months. \\llIch nrc $Oml.! ho\\ consistent \\llh the 

RJyaz and other hISIO!,) bool.s 
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Chapter 4 

Coins of the ul lans of U " certa in Attribution 

111C names of SOlll(! of the Sultans whose Identity and whl!rcahouts arc not been mentioned 10 Ihe 

contcmporal) sources an.:. found 011 their coins. TI1I.:sc coins arc the onl y source o rthelf names. Although 

on some of the cOIll -dates and minHlames arc g iven yet it is very difficult to assign thclr particular tlOle 

and rule. Although fc\~ of the co ins do not bC:l f the dale or mini name yet they arc undoubtedly of Bengal 

a nglO and issued by the SellgaJ Suhans l1ley an~ fi ve in number viz. i) Jal3luddin Mahmud 686-

687/ 1287· 1288. ill Jalaluddin Ki nnan or Karman , 719/1319; iii) Shamsuddin Daulat (No date) ; iv) 

Qutbuddin Az. .. un (No d:'l lc); v) 'aslruddlll Ibrahim (date illegible). We may also include two other n.llers 

VIZ a) O:lUl;u Shah bin Maudud (who issued JOlllt coins with thc n~me of Ilwtllllsh and himself and has 

been identifi ed :lS either Abuddin Jani (if the date IS 627AH) or Saifuddln Aibak (in case of 629AH) 

(Further discussed In ch~ptcr II ) b) GllI ),;).suddln Nusrat Sh;1h (837AH. has bocn Identified as Nasir Khan. 

the slave of Sh:lmsuddm AhmJd Shah pn6-K37AHI blll Jal:l luddin Muhallllnad Shah 1I~ 1 8-K36AHI 

discussed III Chapter [11 ) TIlelr identifications arc to some'extent conjectural. Therefore. If we Incl ude 

these two ru lers then tlu; tota l number of coi ns of uncertain auribution rises to seven 

Coins of J :\ llll udd in Mahmud 686-687Il287-1 288 

Jalaluddin MJhl11ud as-Sultan bm a.'i-Sultan (686-68 711287-~288) was known onl y through Ius coins . He 

was not becn recoglllzcd m the history as an indepe ndent ruler but has mlslc3d lngly been Identifi ed as son 

of;1 Suitan. \\ho had shared the fight to issue coi ns concurrently with his fatlH;:r. Finl2: within tile li mits of 

IllS father's re:l lm I c. Bengal. Modem histonans. like Abdul Karim, Mohar Al i. and Sukhamoy 

Mukhapadh~ a) Indudc h1ln as a son of Shamsuddlll Fmlz {70 1·722 AH)I. Stapleton informs us "Except 

for a ment ion o rlus Ulliq ue CO Ill in the Shil long supplem elltary Camlogue (P. 106). this son has hitherto 

been unkno\\ n to hI5101)': " And Ihe margin of the coin is in<:orrectl y g iven to the Cn1.110guc. Thomas, in 

his CJmmJ(:I/!.~ . g l \CS a genea logy (B:llbaOl Rulers of Benga l) Illcmionlllg the four sons of Shamsuddin 

Fmlz. VIZ. Shlhabuddlll Bughd:th. Nasimddlll (Ibrnhim). Ghiyasuddin Bahadur & Kutlu Khan . But he did 

nOI mentIon Jalaluddlll Mahmud :J.S FinJl~'s sonJ LikeWise Blockmann mentioned the names of fi ve sons 

ofFiruz, addlllg a ne\\ name Hatim Khall. but he has also 1101 mentioned lIle Ilame of Jalalliddi n Mahmud4 

' Sultani AlI1ol. p. '''S. HMO, Pm1, AI. p.11 2. 
: StllptCtOll, "CoutribtllJollS to the History and Elllllo!ogy of Nonh·E.1stem India··I V; Beng.11 Chronology during the 
~riod of lndcpcndcUl Muslim Rule.Part I. 685-735A.H.(128(,· 1334)". JAS8 /A~X.r1 '/fI, 19UI.p "1 5 

Chrolllca1cs. p. 14X 
I Blochmann. "Contnbullon to the Geography and 1l1SIory of Bengal ( Mtihallll1l:1d:m Period). 110 . 11". JASJJ. NO.3. 
1874,p.2IJ2 
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It was Stapleton \\ ho Illcludcd Jalaluddll1 Mahrnud III lhe list of the COin Issumg sons of Flruz for tht.: first 

time He discussed th l.! [he()r~ of JOInt-rute by f:tthcr alld son with thl.! pn.:rog;lIIVC of Issumg CaUlS 

IIldivlduall~ that IS sharing sovcrclg,n I)ow!.!r S linult;lllcOus l ~ ?) fatln:r and 5011 Sl:Iplcton also propounded 

the theon of fratrlcldal COnnlCIS :llllong the sons of Fmlz (di scussed In chapter II) 

All thc hlstOnans \\ho Identified Jalaluddtn Mnhmud as the son of Fmu, have their source is the cOin of 

JaJaJuddln dated 607 or 60~ Ali as read by Stapleton. TIle reading however is doubtfu l because the unit 

digit is not clear and l)anmlly cut off. UntIl the n.;ceni di scovcry of Jalaluddin's clear-cut dated coin he has 

regarded as one :among the fou r COin-ISSUing sons of FITUZ. HIS COins of a slIlgle type have been published. 

The recent dlsco\·cr;. IS also of thc same type beanng the marginal date clearly, It is i l one lanka. sll vc:r 

coin foll owing the lola \\ eIght standard. His COIllS arc daled 686 nnd 687 AH 111crcfore. hiS chronological 

pl:lcement wou ld be before his alleged father Shamsuddm Flruz (700 -722AH) 

T\'cc; B L.Sd\'l.'rTankll 

111e ob\erse bears the II:Ulle of the Abba!ild Khahfa allmam a/·MlIs/a:n ln annl" iii IIIII'mmln. and l1locglllal 

le&cnd hOl.tr (//-FI(/~'lIllt hI ljm/r(lf J.okhnalltf mill khmiy Ban}.: .wmah Soh '(I IIlI ~cm/(lnill wo .nUlI 11l1 yoh I,e 

'1lus Silver eOIll \\as stnlck III Hldrat Lakhnauti frol1lthe 'Land Tax' of Banga. yc.1r eight) scven and SIX 

hundred', I C 6~1A I--I The. COlli dated 686 IS also found. 

On thl! n':-H:rsc It bears Ihe name of the SulL111 Wllh hiS IIIle.s. alam, kllllynh, (II-SItI(lin /I I o';(lm Jaftil 1I'd 

d"nya 'oUl'd (1m uhii" Itflll(t{fnr Mahmiid (Is-Sul{ii" bm a,\' Sill/an, I.e In thiS legend he ciauns hunsc lf the 

grc.'u Sultan. glo!,! of the n:liglon and \\-orld. f:l ther of the victory Mahmud the Su ltil.n and son of the 

Suhan 

Tht; dL'Ccascd Abb:lsld Khlhfa i\'lusL1'SII1l'S name has been l1Iscnbed on the ob\Crse as usual. the pracllce 

oftne day The margl11:1llcgend IS \'t;1') ImpOn:l1ll and remark ... ble 100. It Informs us abolll (he subjugation 

of Banga. \\ host; Innd la\ P.11d for the stnkl1l& of IhlS COlO TIlcrcfore, it e\ Idcntl y prove the subJug:llIon 

of Bang:'! III 61UiAH We 11l:1~ recall here thai JUSt a decade ago Bnlban. \\hllc chasmg Tughril m:lde an 

agreement \\llh Ro) DanuJ. Raja of Banga. It is worth menllOllll\g that eoms of aU the three rulcrs VIZ,. 

Jaloluddlll Mahmud. I aSliruddln Mahmud and Ruknuddll1 Kaiknus, bear the same formula .. I e ' frorn the 

kllld ta. ... of 8::mg.:l thIS COIll was struck' continuously for half a decade from 686 to 691AH The reverse of 

the COIil bears th l! name. of Ihe Sultan. but unfonunalely, he is sllll unknown. It has already been 

mentioned th:lt other thall thcs!; coins tllcrc are nothing known about thiS Jalaluddin Mahmud nle on lv 

clue to hiS ldcnllt~ IS m SlIlfOIl hili (/;<l S/litan I.e Sultan son of a Sultan, but like the son Ihe fa ther is !llso 

unkno\\n . AI th:IIIII11C thi.C OIll1lg Sultan of Beng:ll was Bnlban's son N:lSlnlddlll Bughra, hiS to\\ sons arc 

kno\\n . onl! "': ~lIqllbad \\ho succeeded Balban 11\ Deihl. another son .md successor in Bengal was Kalkaus 

who lIsed Ihe tl!rm '. IIhan bill Sultan bill Sullnn" I e hiS grolld f.1l hel and f:uher bOth were sultans. 
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Then.:fon:. If \\e SUIJPOSC thaI Jabluddin was the tlllrd SOil of Bughra Khall then he must have used that 

formul:l 'Su lt :1n b11l 5ull::11\ b11l Sullan ', but If1 his coin on ly 'son of Sullan ' IS mcntioned. Another 

possibility IS (hal hI! mlSht be a son of Balban. a fuct unknown al that (11m: (and not bC1!11 mcnllolu.:d 111 

contempor:lry sources) It IS cunous enough thai both Bughra & hlaludd111'S coins arc found with the 

5;une m:uglll:11 legend. thai from the land ta:o; of Bang, both an: striking COIllS from l..akhnauti ~lIld the 

dales arc also S;l1m: al least the dates 686 and 6lS1AH BOlh Bughra Khan and Jal;lluddlll clallm:d 

parentage of ro~ ti l blood b~ uSlIlg" bIn su ltan" . 

On the basIs of the COIll of Jalaluddin in the 5hi1l0118 c'lblllet. he has once thought to be a son of Sultan 

Shamsuddin Fmlz Stan Goron has published a coin of Jal:lIuddin Mahmud dated 686AHi Commenting 

on that paper P.L Gupta e."prcsscd this view in an article "Thus, the earlier readings of the dnte on the 

COIns of J::alaluddlll Mahmud fade away, with them also w;mes the belief that he was the son of 

Shamsuddul Ftnlz ,\ho had Issued hi s 0\\11 cOIns during the rcign of Ills f:uhcr. It now brings Out that he 

c:O;lstcd earlier than the lime of Shamsuddll1 Fimi" But :tnothcr dIfficu lty ari ses from th ..: discovcry of a 

ncw cOin of Naslr'\lddln 'Iahmud Boghra dated 681 AI"! and also same datcd coin of Jalaluddln Mahmud 

has been dISCO\ ..:red. " Iueh has not becn fou nd Or mcntioll..:d by either Goron or Gupta For this reason the 

problem of asslglllnS the COin of Jalaluddlll Mah mud worsens. as both the COinS arc of the same date and 

from Sallie Illint. Lakhnautl. and struek from lhe land la.~ of Ballga HislO,) tdl s us only :tbout Nasimddin 

Mahmud's rult.: at that IIIIIt.: as mcnllonl.:d on Ihe coins, Thcreforc, If 1\ IS admltled th:1I Nastnlddin 

M:tlllnud used 1\\ 0 bqabs (Naslmddm and Jaialuddlll) slllluitaneously millS coin then thc problem can be 

solved But there IS no c:o;o.mple of sllch usage In the Illstory of Muslim cO llltige , Goron !fled to promot!.! 

thIS \'Iew of uSing 1\\0 laC/nhs by a smglc Sultan i e by asirudd in Mo.hmud. the a/oms of both arc sallllo:. 

Mahmud Goran's n:asolll ng arc dlll) deal! With and nullified by P.L,Gupla for l11isicadms rcasoning 

GUPt~1 summancs Ih:.t The IwO different I:.qabs on thc ComS by thcmsclvc.s indicatlo: Ih:1I th!.! COlliS did not 

belong to onc nlkr' 'Was it possIble that, a survivlIIg son of Ihe rebel Tughril was employed by 

Naslmddm for th..: e'\pedJIIOn 10 Banga who gradually annc:o;cd the whole of Bango. withIn the Muslim 

realm. As f(:\\a rd he "as al1o\\ed to strike coms 111 hiS o\\n nallll! from the same nunt alld from the samc 

kbora, of IJfllI~CI Theil thc formu la 'blll Sultan ' can blo: adjuslt.:d \\ lib thc situation. 

An altemnt"'e COIlJI.!Clu r..: Ihat Jalaluddlll Mahmud Was Ihe son of Roy OaJluJ who converted to Islam. He 

\\as retain..:d in hIS f:tther's re,l lm, &1\ cn the charge of an cspednion and was ;lIso allowed to share the 

sovereignty b~ striklllg com in his own name and used lhe phrase ' Sult:1I1 bill Sultan' 

(Slall Goron. -Sengal ull;1I1 Jalaluddlll Mahmud Panml RcasscsslUcnl N
• NIJ,xii-:o;i il . 198S-1S9.pp.83-1)f) . 

.. P.L Gllpt:1. M A COlli of lnbluddin Mahn1l1d Slmh of Bcngal \ in P.L.Gupta's COlliS Imrllilsrory afA/ed/eml 
!mlia.(Compilcd &: cd b~ 5:1IIjo)' GMS), Dellll: R.,hul Pubhshing House, p.79 

P L Gupl3. IbId. P t!o 
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Alllhesc arc conjecture:». and the problem rcm:ulls We can onl y be certain that one Jnlaluddm Mahmud. 

so r.,r an unkno\\ n Suhan of Bengal1ssucd COl1 lS concurrently with Sultan Nasl ruddin Mahmud Oughra 

form L:1khnautl ::lI1d from Ihe land ta.x of Banga Both the $ultnns NasmJddlll Mahmud and Jalaluddin 

Mahmud IsslJl.:d COUIS III the same year from the s.1.me mllil. even laialuddlll'g co illS arc dated 6K6 & 

687AH while Nasiruddill's onl y 687AH but we have no clue to csl:\bllsh rc1atlons bctwecn the two 

Perhaps one can conclude that laialuddm Mahl11ud had a role to play III the annexation of Banga 10 the 

Bengal Sult~Ulat 
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Sultall .I :tl :lludd in Kinu an Sh:lh 719/13 19 

nit,; nc: .. t nllt,; r \\(tll an unc!.:rt:llll idcntlt~ IS Jalaludd in Kirmall ('J) Shah Two of his COIllS have been 

noticed so far and deal! b~ Dr Joh n S Dc)cli for th!.: first lUne Originally these two sil ver coins were 

found by Mr Stephen Album of Callforllta along willi a brge group of sllw r lankas of Ghi ya5uddin 

Bahadur Shah as has been reported by Or DI,.'ye l l ~ I 0 further refercnce about thiS Benga l Sulmn has been 

found In any other source. COlllS or literature, hlslory or chronicles , These two coms arc of si lver and 

belong 10 onc Tank:l detlOIllIll:ltton BOlh coins ha ve slImlar legends :lnd arrangements but have ~l slight 

difference III deSign 51111 they lila)' be regarded as one tYllc though thc calligraphic- stylc is different and 

they arc of the different dies 

T,pe BI. Sd\c.;r Tilll"'\! 

The ob\crsc kgcnd IS 11\ doubk square wi lhlll a clI'ele hke the obversc Thcre is no margin nlC legend in 

four lines IS (f/ ~SIlIf(m II I a':;am .!aliilll'd dunyii wn 'd dm nbii 'I m/t~affar Kmnmt lKarman .'ibah as Sll/~im . 

'the great ull:m. glor ~ of the \\orld and religion, father of victory, Klrman/ KamKln shah Ihe sultan . 

The rcversc bears the legend IS also (II n double square with in a Circle in three hnc{ al -Imam al Musta'~ lm 

amlri'l mu'nunin.' 'The 1e~ldcr al Musta'~im, Commander of the faithful' nlc marginal circular legend IS 

mostly cut otT but a cert:un portion IS retained on the COlli '~uriba h:ljjlll'l fi~qatu bl 1Q11~~ah 

L..'lkhnauII.· .. 'ThiS 511 \ cr (coin) \Vas struc'" 111 t.he Lakhnaull region .. ' 

The second COlli IS Ihe $amc as above but Ihe decoram e mark above th c first 'mUll ' (L ) of aI4Im~\ln IS a 

' mad ' (-) mstead of cruss (+) And It'S l1I;)r£,111 I); a lmost gone C:-':Ccpl a portion 

11 ,1( 1' '(lW(lr(1 (~car mlletecll ) 

,I(l/wh 

The style of uSlIIg 01 1m;;", on thc obvcrse was II1t roduccd by B:lIban 111 664 III hi s Del hi COins and 

followll1£ that the £0\ erllor of Bengal Tat.'u Khan used it in 665 AH III the Bengal coins of Balban. It was 

III usc up to the reign of Ghi yasuddin Bahadur After that the Tughgla.q nllcrs changed It for 'al mujahid fi 

sablhlla.h ' The custOI1l:1ry USc of the name of the last Abbasld Khahfa al Musta'sim was also dropped and 

never reappc.1red 011 the abol'e COIl1 the name of the Kha hfa 31 MUSta'SlIll \\as used though he was not 

alive and IllS K.l ll lala l did 110t e:-': Ist at that time. 

Dlle to the absence of diacritical markings and also of the ' nuktas ' (dots) of the proper namc of Ihe su ltln 

It IS \'cr). dlnicult to a$Cert:lI11 hIS actu:tl n:tllle Dr De~cll h:1s lr\cd to aSCertalll the !lamc :tnd suggested 
~ :: 

the r~adlllg,s ' ~ urblil ' (lr./ ) and 'GOZb:lll ' ( V. j )bu l these arc not con\, IIlC IIl~ on the baSIS of phonetic 

~ John S .Dc~ ell .HSuh ; 1II J,llaluddil1. A new and sti li onkno\\'11 K.mg ofBcngal" ND, II , Part, II. 1 1J7~. pp. 58-67 . 
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analog) :md gr:tt11l11:lr Deycll proposcs halnlcart ed ly th;tt "kurb;tn should be used convcllIJ on;tlly as the 

tentatJ VC rC;'ldmg of th l.' lll.!\\ kmg 's n:lJllc" but for the spelling of Qurb~Ul the U ~lf \\lIh a couple of 

·nukta.5' IS nl..:cdcd r:\ther Ih:1I1 J 'kal~ \\ltholll ' nukta ' The possible reading may be . Kmnan (") Shah 

The olhl..:r poss lblllt> 111:1> bo,; Karman ('I ) Shah. 

We arc hick) to h:l\\! \ \\0 COlliS III our di sposal for lhe study: otherwise It would have been difficult 10 

ascertalll the suli:lIIl11cntlollcd 10 the coin as a Bengal ruler. 'Because in the margin or one eoin (parlmlly 

present) iIldlc~lh':S th l..: nllnt name IJI KbIUo Lakhll(tllfi. The other coin has no 11\1111 n::ulle on Ihe margin , but 

a portion of the date IS pn.:scnt on the second coin. Without the mini name of the first com It would have 

been vcry difficult 10 ass l~n thc Suhan a..<; it Bengal nlkr 

ll1e second COIIl ' s margin conl ::1In5 the date and Deyel l In hLS arl lcle suggl.:slcd It as [7 { 19} I I,e. 719, . . 
\\ hlch IS com in cl1lg Dc~ ell h.J.s L:1kcn the task of ass lgnulg Ih l..: date vCI') effiCientl y and IIlIcllLgently by 

anal~ zing the hoard ;tSSOCI;ttlon. legend. eal1lgraph~ ~nd dccor:ltl \>c mark III dclml and summ:mzcs. "We 

find that a ]Jerson St~ hllg hllllSdf lalaluddlO Kurb::111 (") Shah assumed Ih l; soverclgn prcrog:ltI ve of 

c,:lusm£, cOLns 10 be struck III hiS namc al the c:lpilal of the Bengal Sullan;tL Lakhnaull, somctim!; III the 

year AH 71 ~ (AD 13 11)) .. TIle chronologic31 sequence of mint output al Lakhnautl now siands as 

Bughdah Shah (son of FLnl z) Kurban Sh.J.h· Flruz Shah/Bahadur Sh:lh (son of Fimz)" 

ThiS nc\\ Sulmn Klrmall 5h3h did proclaim himself as ' the gn.:al Sultan' (as SUI I;tn al a'zam) bUI did nOI 

mentioned (1\ "d/ei'n hili (n Mdriin m (he end of the legend. So, he was nol a son of a ull;U\ and probably 

\\:\5 an inlnJdcr Bcc:lusc Dcyc ll has shown Ihal thc year 7 r ~ was VOId of cOi ns from the Lakhu(lut l Illints. 

no COlliS of FIOJ.l (or hiS sons) arc found of the ye,:IT 719AH from LakhnauII Illint. Oc)'cll propounded the 

theol) of ant:lgoll1su\ among the sons of Flru~ and concludes · " AntagolUstlc factlonaltsm or even CI \ LI 

\\a r. are the 1ll0st credlbk conditions \\hich would allo\\ the nsc of a pretender IKlrlu:ln Shahl. other 

cxplanallons :Ire of course possiblc' 09 Therefore. the whole pcnod of Flruz's rule became \el)' Significant 

III the presence: of these nc\\ COmS of a new and unk nown prelender. Sult:1Il of Bengal . whose Identity IS 

sull uncertaHl 
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Shamsuddill 0 :",1:11 Sll:l h 61991'!/ 1299 

The next Suitilll \\ l1h ;'In uIlCer1"H n aUtl bullon IS SultaJ1 Shamsuddlll Dau kH Shah of Bengal Dr. B B. 

I-Iazarika. of the Dcp:mment of Historica l and Antl qu~nan SllLdl es. Assam. first noticed a sil ver com or 

the n.ler nilS cOI n \\ :t5 found by the dep:trtment In I ()65 while digging in the vill age of Kadallg(l()n In Ihe 

O . N \ '" IstnCI 111 o\\gong 111 f $5:11ll 

Mamk Lal Gupln published n note on the same COllllll the .lNS/ln 1979". But due 10 wrong IIl terpretatloll, 

a reasst:.SS lllenl \\ as done by J.S. Dcye ll in the nc.xt issue of the J ounlal ' ~, 111is is the only known coin of 

this Su ltan. It IS of sli ver. round III sh3pe. we ight 11 gr31lls and measures 21S mill. 

Tvpl; B1 Sih cr TJ.n~a 

The obverse be;u s the lege nd \"thin a squJ.re in ArJbic.(f.\· Sill/lin 1/'1 a'~{1111 Sbam.\' It'd dllnya 1I'(I'd-d/n I 

abn'/ I1I11?OO(l1' I Jew/a/ SJ;fih (IS SII /!cin. 'great Sultan. sun of the world and rel igion. father of victory 

Daulat Shah Ihe suh:IIl' The coin was of one Tanka denomination and arc of one tola wClght standilrd. 

The rc\'crse be3rs the kgend III double squn rc \\ 1!l1I1l a Circle. The Amblc lege nd IS 111 three hnes a/ Imam 

01 M/l:J'la~1I11 ami,.," 1II1/'/II1n1n. '111e leader AI-Must':lSlm, Commander of the fai thful', 111c Margin is 

tnmC3led. only par1L3 JJ ~ rctai ned (lImbo hO!lhi'lfidqa,,, ... Sir/II miyoh I.e. th IS si lver (coin) was st nlck .. 

(in) 51 -': hundred Ie 6-) 111e appc.'lr.lnce of the coin sho\\ a l;Jengal fabric no doubt and both M,L. Gupta 

and John S. Dt,.~cl l agreed on th isU :tpart frOllllhlS single coin no reference is nVililablc 11\ all ' source. 

history or i\ rchaeo log~ There IS 110 mint !lame on the COlli 3nd the d31e IS uncer1nl11. onl y the SIX hundreds 

dlSlt is ret311l ed The Kh:l hf:t 's n:une is the only cl ue and the decorative mark, a'matf(~ ) o\'cr the rna' of 

al-lmomc,. l::tll) nssiglls the COul to :1 period It should be noted here that M.L Gupln has nusunderstood 

tillS Shal1lsuddm 03ulal Sh:lh \\ Il h the COIl1 of Alaudd lll Daubt Shah bill Maudud who Issued a COIll from 

Bengal 111 th l: JO ll1l n:lIm; of Jilutnllsh and himsel f bearing the date of 627 or 629AH Bul Dt..'yclJ has 

po Ulted out n~hll , that the com of Daulat Slmh bil l M:ludud ' s regnal titl e \\~tS 'alii /I'd dm 3ncill1 the above 

COHl the Suhan ' IItle IS Shamsuddlll Both the COlliS bear different Kh3l1fa 's nallle, Dalila! Shah bin 

(Vl3udud's COllI be3rs thl; n:HllC of Kh3hfa al-Must.1IlSIT Blllah \\ ho ruled from 623 to 6401\1'1 while 

hamsuddlll O:1ul:\I 's COli) bears the nilmc of Kll311fu 31-Mustn's lIll Billah who nll ed frolll 640 to 656AH 

up 10 IllS de.1l h nmlth~ I;-":Iincllon of the Kh ilaf:u of B:!.ghdad by the Mongols After n deta iled diSCUSS ion 

I" 10.11IC quancrl~ Rc\'lc\\ of HIStOfl c;l1 Studies. Calculla. Vol XV (1975), pan ) , pp 173 - 175. reported by Mll ilik 
1..;.1 Gupta HI .}\'SI. XL. I ')7X P 1:;0 
II MallIk Lat Gup",." A Rare COlli nr Sultall Shams ud DUIIYII wad Din Abu At Muzaffar O:lIIlat 5h;.h of Bengal." 
J,\ · ... i/, XL 1'.mLppt 111_ 111 
:~ John S , Dc~cl l .'A Reassessment orthc New Coin of Daul;11 Slmh of l3engal' , JNS/, XL I. t979, pp.XZ·IJO. 

Ibid. pp. 83. 
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Dc)'ell cOI1c1ud..:d Ihal Sh:lIllsuddlll D:ml:H hah oflhe com report..:d by M L Gupta and DJul:l1 Shah bill 

M:mdud. Issuer of th t.: JOlllt COIll \\t.:rc different persons'· 

On the basIs of th..: kgcnd of dIe Sharnsuddlll O~llIlat hn11 '5 coin Dcycll shown that the usc of the legend 

(II lmalll a/·MII.\'I(r \1111 1II1llr al.lmlmlm;1 IIltroduccd 11110 Bcng31 In the Lnkhnauti mlllt issucs of Balbnn in 

c AH 665 3nd COlll lllulng until AH 673 .. The Musta' smllflscription IS then found on every si lver i~ 'iuC of 

Ihe independent Benga l kings comrnenclIlg with Rukn u'd dill Kaik:ms III AH 690 until ' ala·ud-d11l 'AII 

Shah III AH 745 " Usc of' lhe decoratl\c tllark above the ' 111(1' of (II. imam on the ob\Jcrsc, "Ith its various 

forms is 1I\\'a.nabl~ found on COmS stnlck III Bengal beanng the ((I III/am legend startlllg in 661 AH and 

termlllntlllg III 722AH Ag:un the m:uginal legend. 3t least the hundreds d'glt of the date, which C~lII be 

gl\'Cn in numer:ds :'IS AH 6s,> IS \\' llhm Ihe Tnngc of dales Cited "bove. Ocyc11 has summarl led th:)! " II 

seems cert:llll th:.1 the D:lubl Sh:.h coin comes :lfter Ihe Ruknuddlll Kaikaus' COIIl of 69gAH and before 

the coins of aSlnlddin lbr:lhlm I Gluyasliddin Tughlaq .... Bya process of elimination. the date of Ihe 

Dallint Shah co III cnn therefore be fixed at 698AH or morc likely. 69911299.13001
(,". 

We nlre:ldy kno\\ from Chapter II thai Sullan Ruknuddl1l Kalknus bill Sultan aSlr lid dill Mah mud bill 

Sultan Balbal1 ruled Bengal independently from 6~9 to 69tJ.AH and Shalllsuddin Piuz Shah rulcd from 

700AH Enrher IIIforl1l:l110n sho\\ that no Bengal coin found dated 699AH. Dcyell also observed that 

SIIlCC the publication of K:mlll 's Corpus (1960) he did not find any Bengal COIil dated 699AH. IN Sarbr 

e'\IHessed in Ihe HB II :IS \\ell tll:ll '111e period bec""'eel1 69t>: 10 70 lAH IS stil i dark and unccrt:lm I7 
.. 

Consldered;tll these Oe~ell h:ls concluded th:lt "O:llll:ll Shah. " ho may h~l\e reigned all) \\here bCl\\een 

AH 69K and 701. bUI \\ho al leasl left a memorial of IllS reign from AH (,9l:V9" But our recent study 

shows that Ktllkaus ruled up 10 699 AH :lnd the nest ru ler who succeeded hun W:lS Sh:unsuddlll Flnlz who 

W:lS Idenllfied as the Bihar GO\ernor of Kalknus n~l.Illed Flruz Allgin, finlz's carl)' coin is dated 100AH 

and he nlled 1I1I 722,\H, Ihl!ll hiS son Ghl~ asuddln B:lhndur succeeded him :'Ind Iht.: history of Ill1s period IS 

aV:lllnblc from' anous sources 

l1lcrcforc \\c ma~ ;lSSllllle Ih:lt aftcr the death of KaLkaus III 699AH one of IllS generals Dau lat look over 

power in Lakh nalltl In ~9I)AH :lnd issued coms from there wllh the tJtle Shamsuddin Daulnt Shah, BUI 

soon he "nS sU I>plall tl.:d b~ the po\\crful gO'vemor of BJhar:ls the ' m: .. xl kill ' to the 9:'11bnlll funuly ;md 

slnlck COins In 700AH from LaklllJ<lutJ Probably D;ullat \\:lS killed by Shalllsuddll1 Finlz But Dcye lrs 

SPl-"CuI3I1on 111:11 Kalk:!us \\as overthrown b~ Daubl Shah JS not COIl \-II1ClIIg III the light of ne\\ find of 

coins dated 699 and 700AH Therefore .. we tn:ly conclude Ih:lt Shamsuddlll Daulat Sa.hah an usurper or 

I ~ Ibid. P 8:'. 
,~ Ibld· I).N5 
III Ibid. P 'Xl 
I' HB. II. P II) 
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lI1tnldcr c:lm!.! 10 Ihe Iknyallhronc In between Ruknuddm K;ukasu and Shalllsuddm F'lnl l And rrom the 

bst dated cOin of 1.:.:\lkaus I I: 6t)lJAIi aJld first d:lted CUIIl of Flruz (700AH) \\1: can safd~ :lssumc that 

Daubt rukd bct\WI.:ll lal l.: M.l9 and carly 70UAH ror a short period. 
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Q ulbuddin ,\z:1I1I Iwilh 11 0 da le or mint! 

The ne'\t sultan \\ho IS ~no\\n oll l ~ through Ill s cOi ns IS QUlbuddlll AZiUll 0 Ilh.:ralUn..: or chroni cles 

mentioned Ills 11:IIl1C HIS COIll \\as discovered III the BI)':1 111 Gaur hoord III Ihe 19/50s n lrce cOins beanng 

the namcs of thc till ee ne\\ Suhans came to light through this'hO:lrd for the fi rsl till1c VIZ Qutbuddin A z.1m, 

NJ.Slnldd lil Ibr.t11l11l and Gh iyasuddin Nus ra!. A few years later, sOllle coins of Ibrahim and Nusrnl werc 

discovered In the old co lkctlOIlS of BNM BUI no coin of Qutbuddill A Z.11ll h. yCt been found from an y 

other sou rce but Ihe BI ~ :1111 Bal.,r hoard 

A uniquc COlil hoard \\as found ill 19~7 - 88 In Bl yimi Baz:lr area situatcd about )0 mil cs south cast of 

$)'Ihe( 10\\ 11. It IS s:lId th:H there "ere about eight hundred si lver coms, all of Sult:llll Bcnga 1. 1110St of them 

being of Jnbludciln IVIllhal11ll1ad Shah 1 0 coin of ll1l 5 hoa rd hns been collecled \\'llh proper II1 form:1I101l III 

:lilY Mu Seum In Bal1g1:u,h.:,sh 11 IS v\:ry difficult to find oul the \\here~lbou IS or those COIllS at presenl But II 

is presumed Iha l SOl11e of Ihel11 found their wa~ 10 some pri vatc collections at home ~nd abro..,d t-.'10s( of 

the COi ns of tillS honrd ar~ at present out of reach for stud) t. Ho\\ ever. III thiS ho.1rd, the COlliS of thn.:c 

hitherto ul1kno\\ n Sultans \\crc fou nd fo r the first time. 11,C!C were aboul I\\Clll)' COlliS of QUlb u'd dill 

Azam In th iS hoard. all of sl l\oer and of one tanka denomination. 

From the :l\"allablc COlliS and photographs I? for the study of this ncw Sul13n. only threc t)'pcs have becn 

ascc n;'lIllcd 01\1,: of the COIilS bear ::UI) m:ugll l:'tI Icgend or mUlt name and date nlc descnptlons of the 

cams an: as belo\' 

Type SI . SlIq;rTiltlka 

Thc ob\ersc bc.1fs thc li:gend ill Ar:lblc Naskh character in ~ rather cnld<.: fonll , starting from lille IwO 

up\\ards 0/ in/tilt"'" hl/hihl 1 n/ll)({/ '(ill QII~hlt (I dtmya Ira'" din ahi, '/ mll;(lllar A ';om .~1'fih a:) Sult,nn. 

'Sceker of help and Shellcr from Musla an I c 1 Allah I. pole: star of the \\orld and the relig ion. fa ther of 

\lctOI). Sultan A'zam Shah' 

The rC,"Cl"$c bears the legend also III Arabic.yam;1lI1 khollflll Allah nelSl"' amir/ '/ mu'mm'-n sWOI/~'II '/ I,l"iim 

1"0 " mU,1h",in kllllllula '·righl h3Jld of the Khahfa of Allah I,e. prophet. helper of the lCJ.dcr of thc 

bdlc\·crs. protector 01" 151:1111 :md (\'luslims,1 ma~ 1115 klllgdom 1 be pcrpetllal..:d" There arc no margm, date 

or uunt lIame on the CO lli 

1)( nlC present wflIer had II Ie oppol'ltlllily 10 sec bricn., only 252 coins or ulis hoard Onlhe baSIS or liI:l! and some 
other coins rrom Ihc pm ate CollcClions III OllOlkil, Bangladesh. an art icle was read al tlte Illlenlatlolt:1 1 Sclllin:lr on 
/.ocal/It"'lon ."Mlle'l . org;ntll.cd b} the Hallj?ladl',\·" lI,h,.{ SaIllI~V 11 waS publishcd b) Ihe S,1mity in '\)rlhet:rhwllry 
(lfullll!f"IIfI,IfI.', Edited b~ Sh:lrirlldd ill AJlllled 111 199'1 Thai Articlc IS uscd here ror nCCCS5;.II')' portions 
I" 111e \\"fIlcr h;ld Ihi! opponlllllt~ 10 scc clc\'cll COlliS or lhe Solid IIllali and t\I O photocopies or the COlliS \\ ere sellt to 
111111 ror Identification b} a collector or Dhaka. uric MI S. Z. Obldull :lh 
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T\I)C 92 5th!;r T;I11":I 

The obverse bl.":'Irs the legend 111 Ar:.blc III a I'lall1 ~trea, /blllo/l/(11 11111,\'10 'till 1\ '(1 ya(/I '111I1l.\'/(I It! {]lIlblld 

(/IIn),(; ..... (I'd dill 01,,1/ 1II1/;,tl/f(lI' A '10m ~I(jh 01 Sul/{il1: (Sl.Xkcr) shdter \\Itll Allah and on the h~nds of 

Mus(" III (Lh t.: Khallf:l) pole ~ilar of the \\ orld ::Iud reliYlon, (:t ther of VIC lOr) ," zam Shah th t.: Sult.m: 

11le rc\crsc b..:a ... s III": s .. m..: 1..:~":lId :IS Ihe 11.!\ I:rsc of coin T~ pc B I lh:re I); 110 margin 0 11 th..: CO in and 110 

mint·n;ulle ;md d:lt..: Cit her 

Tyoc 8 3. Sll\ cr TilnkiJ 

The obverse III ;1 plain ::Irea, contams the legend in Amblc, al mllsra 'm bl/Jahl 'I MII,fIG'on Qllih II (/ dIm)'" 

1m 'd din (Ihii '/ /1111;<1(/(11' A ';am ,'ililih (/\' SII'!fin , 

The Legend IS the samt.: :lS thl! ob\'crse of cOin Typt; B I exct.:pllllg tlla( III (hc abo\ I! COlli thl! \\ ord :11· 

Musla' lll st:ms frollllh..: firs t lin..: Instead of lin I! IwO, Thl! l1le:Lnlllg of the legcnd IS Ihc same as Type 81 , 

The re\ersc bL':lfS III a Circle the legend IIllhree 11I1es, III Arabic, nll\llrII trmin 'f Iml 'mmin k}wl/(ul(l AI/cillII 

111111*(1/1/1 1\'(1 Sul.'(inahll . "Helpl!r of the I..:oder of thc fO lth fuJ. may Allah perpclUo[(: IllS kingdom" 

There arc no margm, I1lUlI nann: or datc on the coins 11,C weight and mcasuremcnt of the COIll Type 82 IS 

IO.lUt g rams :Ind Ihe dl:IIIlCICr IS 2~11l1l\ . Typl! B3 IS 11 OS grams :lIld dJaml!tcr 30l1lm The \\clght and 

Illca,surenu:nt of Ihe t~ P\.' 131 IS not OV:ll lilblc 

111e obvcrse ll.!gl.!nd bCOfS tht.: namc of th..: SUItWl along \\ Ilh his titles But the name of Qutbuddtll A'lam 

hns not b..:ell Illcnllon..:d In an~ Sourcc. Il1stonc:11 or archaeological. of Beng:,1 or Ddhl or cven in the li sls 

of Jutillpur. GUJr:u , Mahlu :lIld Gulbarga (BhulllaI1l) Sullmls:!'! The on l ~ Sultan mentlolled 10 Bengal 

hl SIOI') \\hos ' ohml (proper lIam!!) is A' lam W:1S GhiY:1suddin A'z.1m Shoh. the SOil ond successor of 

Sibudor Sholl 

011 (hI: o(h..:r hand QUlb as :1 title appc.1rs III Bl!ngal IlIs(ol) fo r Qutbuddin M:l lullud Shall. all AbyssIIl13n 

ulton , thc son JIllI su":CcSSOf of Stufuddlll f'tni Z Shah alias Malik Andll Therefore. II IS dlflk ult to 

:1sccrtalll the Idclltlt ~ of the IlC" Su lton of the COIll undl!r dlscllssion T illS dl Ilicult)' IS further aggra vated 

b) Ihe :lbsCIICC of dote aud 1111111 name on the co ins The known history is also not helpful In dcterl1lilll ng 

the I den t H~ of the Sultan So. to rcconstrtlcl the history of QUlbuddlll A'Z.1nl we had to depcnd on the 

Illforlllotion rc\cokd m Ilt!,; kgcllds and OI hcr IIlform:ttIOIl o\':tdabk on the CO ins At kast [\\ em)' COIllS or 

:U M Mallin. I-'m/t'rll llitho. II. pp 616"()2U .. lm·/·Akbflrl .(cng.Tmn, Jarrel). II . PI) 14(1·1.t 7: l?lytJZ.COIIICIIIS.pp. v·vt: 
/J,\/C, hid c." or N:II/lcs,pp I !J.'i·21.t. :'Iud IMC II .PP 2·) 
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QutbuddUl A'zam \\en,: III th e hO:l rd of " lllch lhe author had Sc.:en thulcCIl but gol photographs of scvcn 

only for S l ud~ :. NO lle of lhose COIilS bc::ar ~Ily Ill;l rglll, nll nt n;llllC or d::lIc, alrc.1dy bccn ment ioned earlier, 

But the coms \\cre Slr\1CI.. from severnl dies. which indic:lIc that QUlbudd1ll 's authonty was lIot llllllted to a 

\ cry short pcnod 

111e obverse k gend. pa rtlc llla rl ~ the ti tle usc.:d before the name of the Sultan IS rather cxcept lonal for 

Bengal coms as \\ell :IS ror Ihe COIllS of the Muslim nll ers of India "al MUSI;)'1I1 811 Ial11'1 MlLSIa. 'an or 

Bilialu ' I MUSla'an \\;l ~adl ' l II1USla'lll .. had nc\ cr been IIlscribed on the kno\\n COins of the Su ltans of 

Bengal BUI usc of e~cept lOnaJ h;gcnds is nOI tll1 raml lmr at a ll in Sultani COlliS of Bengal!! 

Anothcr nc\\ Sultan of Ilcng,al Ghi)'asuddin Nusrat Shah, whose coi ns arc also found in the BIYJJlI BJza.r 

hoard. used thiS t~ pc of formula as reverse legend In 1115 COul 'S reverse. On companson w1\ h the reverse 

legend of I usral. Qutbuddin 's cO ins can be ascertamed as from Bengal. Moroo ver. the re\ ersc legl,;nd of 

Qutbuddlll A'Z:lI11 COIlSls!!.:nl \\Jl h the reve rsl,; legends of the Bcng,,'\1 Suita.Jls VIZ Sikandar Shah, 

Ghi Y3SUddlll A'lam Shah . H~unzah. 8ayazJd . FlruZ. Jalaluddln luhammad and Sha.msudd ln Ah mad Shah . 

Particularl~. Ihe 3bO\ c discussed coin Typl,;s Bt and 82's reverse legend completely ta ll y with the reverse 

legends of Sikandar shah and Glu),asuddln A'wm Shah 's cOins and never been II sed successively as a 

com's re\ersc legend III Ih:11 m:mner. i e using )'flmtml ls.ba/~/afIlJJah. n(7.~·lr/I (lmin] mlJ'mm;n, glla/l~1I 1 

IsM", W(I/ """!III/in all th~ Ibre!.! fo rmu las all on ;'I COIl1 'S rl,;"'crsl,;. Subscquelilio GllI)'ilSUddlll Aza.m such 

usc \\ as g(:ld uall~ rcdllcl,;d Ust: of such kgend JIldI C;'Ih':S Ihal Ihe COIIl of QUlbuddlll A'Z,1111 \ \":lS 

COnl l,;mp0r.l0 10 the penod of Sikandar and A 'zam Shah Of these three formu las except for .. y:ulli nu 

Khali fat Allah the other t\\O have been uscd Ln lhe coins of Bayazid,Alauddlll Firuz, and Jalaludd in 

Muhammad Shah as a re\erse legend In a dLffcn:nt wa) thc Malunud Shahi (Later lIyas Shal11) Sultans 

lIsed a part of II as rc\t:rSt: legend 111 their coms!). These th ree formulas (I.e yanullul kh ilafal, naSITU 

anura'l OlU'nlilUIl. ghausu'l Islam wa'l muslnn in) were used by the two lIyas Shahi I11l11lS, Firuzabad and 

Muazzamabad. 1110Ugh there as no marglll or mini name of the coins of QUlbudd in A'zam Shah still it m:ly 

be gucssed that the coins were struck in one of the above twO 111I 11{S. Moreover, two COIllS of Sikandar 

Shah, hav\1lg such tTl l'l e rcverse formula, stnlck In the Muazzamabad millt have been found at Kastablr 

mahalla. Syl het ~" On the bosls of thc find I'lace of the no..lrd (Biyrull Bazar) and the rcverse legend of the 

!I Olle coi n dCirler of Dhaka allowed the author 10 h:wc ,I phologmph or fi vc coi ns \\ Ithoui clc3llJng. On the basis of 
thai photogmph Ihc ;Luthor had published an <lnicle in Jllha.~. named. -Qutbuddin A.t~ 1II 1 Shah: Banglar Ekjanil 
Aprinjata Sultan" (ill BmlgJa) 11113% B.S That pholograph and rtlcv:lnt p;ans of tJle article lire used herc also. 
n Sikondor u: 7.al/l rlt/ (II I/Iflkh.'·/I .<I hi 'il /{/ynt or Rohman h:ad never been used by any Sultan exccpt Ali Shah of 
Bengal. 
Likewi se, nf'I$l ru Ii ,IImlla/' 01 Q allirll a 'da Alfah Sikandar only used this fo rmula, Corp'ls. pp. 31) . -I I}. and Ihere are 
other such litles used cxccptlOn.'1l1y by a pankulnr Sultan. 
:J n(l.f/ru ', /:{(fllII .... 0·/ mll,\'II/III/1 . used by Ruknnd din BlIrbak Shah, also used by Mahmud . C:orpu.\·.p.93. coin type 
"R' 
:~ Corpu.~. pp 5~ ·55 
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COins II OIJ~ be presllmcd th3t the COlliS of Qutbuddlll A'1.3m ma) h:wc been strud. 31 MlI3Z1~'m:tb:ld Ilunl 

or Fmlz.,b.1d 1111111 TIII ~ short oflcgcnd \\ ;IS :tb:tndOllcd b} Hus-lln Sh31u SUh31lS 

The usc of the :tbo\\: 1ll\;rHroned mph: formula of the COIllS' reverse legend and u's gradual dl!Crc.1Sc on 

the coms of\ :m ous SU II:lnS IS sho\\1l belo\\ 

NA lIl e of th e UIt :11l 

Shamsuddlll II ~ as 

Rcvc r.n Lege nd 

Sikandar us ~illl 

2 Yalllinu ' l lgl ilnfJt 

3 N:i~ml Am~n ' l MUlllIn inl\ 

2 SI\..:ll1dar Shah Yaminu Kha lif:1I Al lah 

2 Na~Lr\1 Amin " MumJllill 

3 Cillau~lIl l s lal1l wa" Musillnin:" 

4 Kuliida Khllafatuhu/Mulkahu 

1 Ghl~asuddlll 0'\1 .. 111\ Sh;lh Do as abO\c 

J Salfuddlll J-Ial1lz;-Lh ShJh 

: \ I,lfl ',!I,P 1511. COlli 110 H 
::-' Ibld. p 15·t CO LLI 110 52& W 
: ( ·!lrp/l •. p ('II. C() III I~ P":1.:: 
::> Ibid. pp.fl( •• r.7. 

2 Doasabo\c 

3 0 0 :ts abo\ C~l 

4 Khall:tdallahu Mull..:thu 

i\~i~lru Amin ' , MUllllliin 

2 GhaLl~ul l sl"l1l \\a ' ll\<l llSllllllll 

J 

• 

2 

3 

or 

YarnulU Khali"fat Allah 
• .. , .. 'J 
a~Lr\1 Amm I Murnrnrn" 

Sult5n us Sal:tt;n 

Nasll'\1 Amin'l MUl1l1nin 

Qh:tll~ul l sl;im \\'a ' , Muslrmin::-I 

khalbdall5.hu ~I ulkahll 
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7 bl:lluddm Muh:UllT11:1d Sh:1h 

)( Sh:l.n1suddm AIUlI:ld Shah 

9. Naslruddll1 Mahmud Shah 

10 Ruknuddm B:1I b:'II .. Sh:1I1 

Ghau~ulls l 3.m ,\a ' i MusliT11;,, 11 

2 (glallad:1115hu Mulkhahu 

aslrtl Am;,, ' 1 Mumlilin I: 

2 Gh:l.u~ul l s lim wa ' i Muslimin 

NiStnJl lslam \Va ' I Muslim;n 

or 

Q!l:tu~ulls l il rn wa ' i Muslun7n u 

N5Slnii Ishim wa" Mushmlll 

h lIla~ be 5C\.'0 fro m tl1\: abo\ I.' list Ih:1llln.: Ihree IlIlcs "ere not 1I1 usc subsequent to the.: pe.:nod of Sikand:u 

and A ' Z:llll sh:lh Then:alier "\ 0 IlIks wen: used sUllu1taJleously Gi.lduall~ It \\as reduCt:d 10 one and 

ultima td ~ abandoned 

But the Type 93 com \\ Ith the rcvcrse legcnd na.nrll amirt '/ mlllnmm extends IhlS span oflune further. up 

10 Ahmad Sh:th '~ rC lgn So. I ~ pt.: 63's rC \ersc IIldl cales Ihat Ihe coin 's stflklllg pCrlod l11a~ bc c:o; tcndcd up 

to 837 and alkr Because tillS t ~ pc of n:\ersc legcnd cC<lSI.:d to appl."ar aftcr Ahmad hah 

The obH::rse kgcnd ' 8111a1111 MuslaHl wal Must:l.an· IS all exceptional Icgcnd and intercstlng one It 

probabl~ Il1dIC:II CS an \.'\CL'pt lol1:!1 politlc:!1 Slhl:lhOI1 of the pt.:'nod We knoll from hlslor) thilt ~lfh:r Ihe 

d",":t lh of Ghl~ a$udd ll1 AlJIll Shah Ihe pO\\L' r of the Sultanat \\as transferred to il Hmdu noble. RaJil 

Onncsh and u1tl1l1:tlcl~ h" SCI7,.cd Ihe Ihront: :1150 "nlC later hlsto r) :!ftcr the nscenSlon of G:tncs h to the 

thronc. Noar Qutbul Ala m's (samt of Pandua) III1.CI"\-Cn1l011 III politics , Ius II1 vltation to Ibrahlln Sharql of 

hunpur, hdu's COI\\ Cr:';101\ to Isl:l11l, abdication of Gancsh in Jadu 's favour. jadu's ascension to the 

throne. and G:lI1esh's recapturing ofpo\\cr al1d throne, a ll these may have been indlc:t.lcd through these 

legends Amid ehaos and conilict mthe capital some one.: ma} \'enture 10 de.:cl:t.rc Ius own IIlde.:pendcnce to 

renounce that" hat \\ :lS happl.!llm!) 111 the capital at Ih:!( tunc Thatswhy the pretender Qutbuddlll Az:t.l11. 

m\a} rroll1 thc cnpl1:1II1l:t.~ have struck cOins hopmS that he wou ld be hclplXl by Allah as he \\a5 III favour 

of the ~lUse of Islam It IS to be noted hcre that In the com under diScuSSion there 15 no mcntloning of the 

:0' Ibid. PI) 70·71. COIIII~ IX:~ A-G 
"' Ibid . P 7,'- COIllI~I)CS A-C 
1: Ibid. !)p. 7(,· 7)( COIil I~ ))\.'l> U. J 
'. IbId. 1'1' ~"-X:'. C01l1 1~ IJI: ~ A. (' D 
" IbId, P 'l l, cOllll.\I)C. R 
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sultall 's (:nher 's n;1Il1l.: or IIIdlcallon or Ius royal parentagc, usuall y Indicated by ' sull:111 bin Sultan ' 

'1,en:forr.:, Ihe Issuer of thos..: COIilS was;t usurper The other lege nd of the obverse I I: COin Type 02 '\\ :1 

yadl ' l MUSI;III1 ' IS ;l lso slgnlficalll. If It ll1e;'lns Ih ..: cu rn.:nt Khalif~1 of Islam AI·Adil aJ Must,I' 1il 9111ah, 

C:uro then the ISSU":1 IS Ih\.: ~cd.cr of hel p from Musla'an 1.1.; Allah and ;'I lso of MUSlam I c Khahfa In Ihal 

case the CO lli "as strllc!.. 111 1412 ee l .• nlls supports ou r ass umption t1bou t the pn.!\'~lIhng POlitl C:ll 

condition of Bengal ;11 Ihat tlllle and the ClrCUl1lstances under wluch th IS pn.:tendcr felt the nccd of stflklllg 

such COIllS 

II IS prob;\blc Ihal alkr the murdcr of SaLf'uddin Hamzah Shah In 815/ 141 2 Ihl! commander of thl! forces 

Az.am Khan brother of Noor Qutbu ' l Alalll ,md comm:mdcr of Ghiy:l.!luddm AZ:lln Shah ned from the 

caPlt:lI wllh hLS f:lIml~ and forccs 10 Easl Bengal and proclaJlned 11Il11sclfSulw.n 

Sonargaoll \\as \..110\\ 11 a::: 1{llim r..'1uazz:unabad al th;\t timl! and II was a baSI! for Gillyasuddin Az..1111 Sha.!1 

du nng IllS r..:\oll agalllsi hiS falher Sikandar So It mily be COLlCl:IVcd that tht: place \\as fa\ouranl..: for the 

general also Bl.:cauSI! II \\as nol possible, probably, for Bayazld or Ganl:sh 10 cxt..:nd control o\-cr 

SOl1arg:lOn dunng tht: gn.:at politica l crisis In tht: capLtal foIlO\\ll1g the pohllcal strugg le fo r power among 

th t: cou rtlt:rs and lilt: consplrac~ of Gancsh 

h IS pOSSible Ih:n Alain Kh:lIl.OIlC of the sons of the saini Alaul Haquc and brother of Ncor Qutbul AI:Ull 

assumed tht: tl\ k of QUlbuddlll :lnd rC\'Ollcd 11\ Easl BeLlg:II like hi s master GhlyasuddLII Azam hah 

nle r..:\ ersc legend of Ih..: COlllS of QUlbuddin which lally with the reverse J..:gcnds of Ikillldar and Azam 

Shah 's COinS of r.. lua1.1.am:lbad mUll Unlll coms of QUI budd in \\ lIh 1111111 and dalcs an.: aVai lable Illllay be 

presumed that those COlliS of Qutbuddlll were also slmck from Muazzamabad, Hlstor;., cou ld not help us in 

tllll; regards l1'l! onl~ mforlll;'Lll01l IS that he was a genera l l ~ and Wazlrlf> dunng Sikandar and At..am Shah' s 

reign respecII\cI~ Thl.!n.:for.:.. It may also be conceivable that for the political benefit of pu bliC ity IllS 

lineage \\ nh th..: fatlll l ~ of Noer Qutbu 'l Alam and fo r dra\\ Ing the gem:ral support of the Muslims he may 

ha\l! procl;ulIlcd tl,... tllk' of QUlbuddm Ho\\ long he nlh:d or \\ hat \\as IlLS end IS ImposSible to kllo\\ As 

s lIbscqucntl~ Ba~az l d , Fmlz. Ganesh all struck COl liS form MU:lZZ..'lmabad nUll! II IS probable that at the 

march of th!,; I1l1pefl al IOJCCS of F lJ'uz.'lbad QUlbuddlll slipped 10 lilt: northern Sylhct :tn.:.;\. or to the south 

I' Three MlislalUsl,irc knOll II III the 111510'" of Islam as Khalifa i) Abul Abbas Ahmad A)· Mustain Billah M(12/ 1H7 · 
;g il) AI ·AdLI AI·Mustmll ~ I :V I-I12 C E. ;i1) Saud :t1_Mustilin Nl1sirid Sult:m of Gmnada - 9 .... -<1/1 .. 51-6 I. P K Hiui 
Ilrsfl)" .... or'ht' • Ira".' LOlldoll 1%.1 (xlt! cd.), pp. "(,6·7 : "77 and (jt),L NJ: p. 553 
\I • 'J 

M •• In Ihc fC lgn ofScklllldllr, ~lakhdlLm Alnlhnk. whose SOli, Alliin Khan. was iI cOlllmander of Ihe 
Iroops.M Mllnili. Fn\/cl'II/IIIIIIt.II.Lolidon IXX;. p" 17 
II, !oilllfn/ll . lllmi p HI) 
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It IS also 10 be noted here th:lt Kh:m [ Az.1m Khan JOh3Jl of 9agerh:tt and the Azalll Khan of thc coin an.: 

not Identic:l1 Bec:lusc ":han Jahan Ali of B:lgcrhal did nol proc l:lIlll Independcnce il.nd !le"cr issued :'lily 

COIilS III his 0\\1\ l1allll.: R~the r the Bag,erhat ho.1 rd has CO IllS of the S Ul t~\ll S of Beng:11 partJcul:trly 

Naslruddlll Mahmud Shall. dunng whose rule Az..1J1l Khan Jahan had fl ourished III thl.: South Bcngal. If the 

W,IZlr, Gl.:nc.ral Azam Khan and Khon Jahan of Bagcrhat arc Identical as has been presullll.:d by Habiba 

Khatun 17 then there must have bcen :mmher Azam Khan who procl::ulllcd mdcpendcnce and struck COIilS 

111 his 0 \\ n naille 

In this silUatlon. \\C Illa ~ CHe the Soc ml History of Bengal by Durga Chandra Sa.nyal i ll Bangia, Alllhe 

modern hlstOt1 ;'IIlS rqeets tillS book:s narratl vc as fanciful gossipJ- Sanyal tells us that Saifuddm 

Hamzah 's two SOilS AZlillet and 'Nasiret' b) his two wivcs quarreled with t.1ch other ovcr the throne, and 

thc courtiers \\cre dl\ Ided Ultlillatcly the brothers dll:d In tightuig The source IS not rehable Because If 

thc}' \\~rl.: thc sons of H:Ullzah then thc~ would mention their f3lh~r's name on the COins, at le:lst they 

could ha\ c uscd the formula 'Sultan bm Sultan ', Out on the COIl1S of Qutbuddin A Z:1I11 we don' t s~e this 

formu la being, used But there is on ly :l phonctlc Slmil)' betwecn the names ' AzlllIet and Azam (of 

Qutbuddm Azam" And ilsireI' with Nusrat (of Ghiyasuddin Nusr:lt). bllt both the mentioncd were 

usurpers ;U1d pn:h; lId ~ll> Based on the above dlSCI lsslons :lnd ot h~r II1formallOI1 gleancd frOIll the; cOin 

kgend of the CO lliS of QlItbliddin Azam \\~ m.1~ reach tJ1C foll o\\1I11;; conclUSions 

Qutbu 'ddlll AZ:lI11 Shah IS a nc\\ly discovered SUit'Ul of Bcngal and IllS fu ll regailitie IS Qutll u'd 

dUIl~:l \\ ~I 'd dill abu'l muza lfar A' z.."\111 Shah as Sultan 

2 On Ih~ baSIS of the (e\ Crsl.: legend of IllS COlliS Type BJ and 02 it may be said that his reign was 

subsequent to Slk::lIldar Shah and GllIyasuddlll Azam SI!ah, On the basiS of thl! rl!ve rse legend Type 

B3 COLliS the period ma~ bl: e'tcndl!cl up to Sha11lslIddin Ahmad Shah. 111crefon.:, he may be rcgardl!d 

as AZ.1J\1 the sl.:cond III thl! IlIs tOI) of Bengal The physlc:l1 look of thc CO Ln I,C the sl'<'ll)e. size , and 

c..11ligrapllic Sl~ Ie indicates that it \\as earher than tIl l.: COlliS of GIII )':lSuddin Nusral. 50 the reverse 

Icgclld of 5ult:lJl GllI~as ud dill Nusrat. Shah 's coills probably borro\\cd froll1 the COlli legend of 

QlItbuddlil Azam hah 

3 11lc otners..: kgcl1d IIldlcates the poiltlc.:ll situalion of the 1I1ll\! " llIeh lleCcSSltJh:S the liSe of such a 

legend as JI Musta lll Bl1l.1hll MlISta."Ul and ' wa Yadl ' l Musuun , Ir" c accl.:pt >':tdi ' l MlIst:n ll as 0 11 th e 

hands of MlISt:lllll e Khal1fa then the coin was struck during the rl.:lgn of the Khatifa in 141 2 

" Dr Hablba Ihmks Ihal bolh the \\a/ lr A/A11U Khan nnd Ulugh Khall Jah:m of 6agcrhal are Idelltlcal person R Khan 
:II A /,: IIU Kh;1J1 Jah,lII aud UllIgh KJ!:l1l 1ahan" -X,humlllnmnln', 5th vol 1913<), ppA2-SI 
... C(Jln,Hlllti ChrIllIlJIII,I!,' " PP SU-)$7, see for Ihe SIOI) and COJlllllen\. also III Du,\},o 8(1(,.h1wr_ p 14g; ,..,'ullnm Amat, 
pp 225·22(1 
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4 'nil; usc or the thr ee titles :u th..: sam!.; lIlll l! as th!.; rc\ crsc Icg,cnd 11\ 1115 COUlS IIldlC.1tcS closc 

rclnuonshlp \\ rth ti ll': corns of Beng.:11 And as thc frnd pl:lcc. of these cQlns IS ) Ih e! IIII;'~ 11l;r~ h:l\'c 

bl.:en strud, frOIll th..: Muaa amab:td mllli. 

On Ihe basIs of th..: 1111'0(111;'1(10 11 rc1;r lcd 10 the m ..:nll oncd COIn the follO\\ IIlg probabll ltics may be 

consldcrcd abollllhc IdCn(l1~ of the nc\\ I ~ dlsco\cred Sult;'ln 

a Qu tbuddlll AZ.1111 \\as Ihe corllmandcr of forces of Sikandar Shah and Ihe Ministar of Ghr )'asuddm 

Az.1 tl1 Sh:lh I-It.: WJS the son of Alaul Haque and brother of Noor Qutbu' l Alam. He ned away to East 

Bcnga l :lnd fC\o llcd ag,;tIl1SI the consprrac~ of R;'IJ ;'I Gancsh aftcr Ihe murder of l-Iall1zah Sh:lh and 

assumption of the tl lfOtH.; b~ the puppet Sllalh~lblldln Ba~ 'azld 

b Or Ill;;l ~ be Qutbuddtn Az..1m WJS :J. rebel whose Ickntity IS not )'I.!t known. Stnkiu£ of COlliS by 

usurpers 11k!.: QUlbudd lll Jnd Ghryasuddrn 11l.:l)' :l lso be rcg:udcd as ;'In actron of contem porary 

Mushms or as \\d l as the personal ambitions of the ad\cnturcrs ag,alllsi the conspiracy of Raja 

Ghancsh and the COlllrllUOUS killing of thc Sultans one nfier another and subsequent :lH~st of Jadu Ie. 

~ a. reactIon agaInst the loss of authonl )' of the Muslims. 
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N"siruddin Ibnlhilll 

TIll,: lasl Sul1al1 of III1Cl.:rt:ll11 attribution IS Naslrllddin Ibrahllll TIle onl y sourel.: for this unknO\~n Sultan IS 

Ihe COlliS bcarmg lin.: r~~peCII\'e lIame as already mellllOnl.:d 1\0 conlempora~ or Illodem chromcles or 

l"sloricS meniion the n:II111.: of Sultan 3SIruddill Ibrah im, It may be rccal red here that the lIallle of Sultan 

NaSlrllddlll Ibrahllll bill Sul tan Shamsuddlll Firuz who struck jOl1lt coms with Ihe l'ughlaq Sultans. has 110 

connection \\llh Ih l.! abo, e mentloned Sultan TIll.! s imple difference or Ihese two may bc ascertained by 

their COlli legend, om.: used the parentage 'Sui Ian bin as - Sul tan ' the olher did nol. 

Onl \' five COlliS of Sull:ln Naslruddlll Ibrahim arc known All arc of si lver and of one lanka weight 

standard follo\\1ng the lola \\c lght 

ThiS sultan 's 11:\lIle fOi Ihe firs-I tlllle callle to be kllo\\11 through a com hO;lrd found at 131~ :lni Baz..'u III 

Sylhel di strict 111 the tlt)rth' eastcrn pan of Banglades h Then.: \\ae onl ~ 1\\0 COlliS or the said SUl t311 

among almost clght hundred coms orthc ' ultans of BcngaI1
', l1le \\herc.lhoul.S of lhl!Se 1\\0 coins arc not 

known TIle kno\\t1 (hc COIl1S ilre, one pn:served lIllhe Bangladesh Notional Museum (BNM), IWO COIl1S 

III two separate pm::.tc collections III Ohakaoill
, onl! in Deyell"s collection 111 Canada and the last one 

published III :\11 Auctlol\ IISllll SIngapore recentl y In 1999~ 1 The description oft III.! cOins arc ::IS fo llows 

Type 81. 5)I\\;r Tanl-a 

All the (hc coms bcat on Ihe ob5~r"c thc name of the Sultan 111 full Tughm Char:lcters clther in a multi fo ll 

or III a plam ::Ire", 111::11 cou ld bt.: mulllfOI!. the CUI"\CS of which lila)' have bl.!t.:11 cut off Ihl.! nan completely 

The ArabiC kgl.'lId IS }It;.ltr It'd (JunJii \I(t'd dill crh;,'llIIll;crllar Ibrill"", Sbtih 0:. SI#(((III. ' 1ldpcr of Iht.: 

"arid and r..:lIglol1, fartha of \ IctO~ Ibral1ll11 Shah th l,; Sultan ' 

The rc\crse d":SI~n IS olso ha\!.' 111 a ccntral muilitiol oflllne arcs All fi\c COlliS ha\e the samt.: deSIgn The 

lege nd on Ihc rc\ crst.: IS 111 the Ccntre n/isml " ""iim wa" Mw'!tmfn, 'helper of Islam and tht.: Muslims ', 

And Ihe margu131 h:gcnd IS 110t cleor, III some COinS It is dfaced or Oiller\\ lSI: Illeglblc due to the flail 

hemg CU I off A portIon of the BNM cOIn bearing Ihe mllli name h.1S someho" sun'lved and It IS certa.in 

that the readl11g IS MII'(I!Zlll/',l1biid Until the discovery of this 1I1Int It was assumed to be a com of a Bengal 

Sultan But 110\\ \\ Ilh tillS 1111111 name, though the Sult:lIls Identity is nol kno\\n. we catl idenlify II as a coin 

of Bcngal and or the SUII::l1l1 period 

\~he hoard IS 1101 recorded "lid SC<IIICrcd AI prcscm some of (Ilem ar.: III the pn\'<Jle collect ions 1IJ Ihc cOllnlry and 
.lbroad 11lc prCSCI11 \\ nler had setn IwO phOIOCOpICS. \\ hich \\cre brought 10 hlll1 fot IdclJtll'iC:1I101l 
.Ill Dr, Islmq 1111:1111 ;lI1d MI I fl ekhilr Alalll. \\\0 colicctors of Dhaka, pOSst'5 olle COUI e:Jch 
II SeA. COlli no 1'20 plall' -l') 
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lllC name orthc SIII I;1I1 has been tcntall\l,:I), rl;;ld as 'Nasiru 'd dunya wa'd dill Abu ' ! Mu zaffar lbr.lIl1tll 

Shah as Sultan ' Ihe full legend IIlscnbed III Tughra Ch~Hach.: r As all fivc of thesc COIllS arc cnldc III 

c."o cutl on, the \\ord ' :lSIr' IS not present Hl most Of lhclll C'icepl Oe)clrs, \\llIch bea rs Ihe lett cr ' R.'l '" 

with :lnother 1ct1~' r prl'fj~cd It IS presullled to be (U") ·sad" bUI 'N;f( l: ) or the word Nu,!'/r IS flat present 

in any of 1111.: COIl1$ Rather :111 the other COUlS sians wIth thc \\ord ' ;'ld dun)a ' Again th e kUIl)'ah seems to 

be Abul MUl.'lOar but ;1$ the -tffia 'mim' of 'al Muzan~r' is not present , LI may be rc.'ld \\Ith a ' I11Ull ' 

\\hlch IS III a \en crude lorm or LI c:tn be rcad as'Abuz ?afar\\Lth thc sallle 1llC.1LlJllg Another problem IS 

about th~ proper n;'l nlC orille Sul1;'lli. LI Ill:l) be rC:ld as Ibrahim Shlih SII/(Oll but II C~1I1110t be SliflhT", Shilh 

( ~f.i.) as read ILl the 5 111gapore A(LetIOIl Catalogue42
, In lhat case the last part of the word 'as sul1.1n ' 

would 1101 be inchLded, The 'Ta' of 'sultan ' is wriUen vcry crudely. Considering all thc altem:uivcs it seem 

reasonable to rC:ld aSIT u'd dun)""3 w~ ' d dlll Abul Muzaffar Ibr.thull Shah Sultan with firsl ' na ' and the 

'ba ' of Ibrahllll 1111SS IIlS As he did nol claim royal ancestl) by uStng 'Su ltan btn sul!:U\ ' therefore. It IS 

certam that he \\as a usurper 

As regards the re\ ersc. Ihe central legend ' aslru 'l Islam \\a ' i Muslimin was firsl introduced m coms by 

Ghlyasuddln A1 __ 'l1ll Sh:lh And conttnucd to be used III the coms up to NaSir u'cI dill Mallillud The mml 

Iqlllll MU';'llzam:l b:ld IIlilotluc..;d b~ Sikandar Shn.h conlltlucd upto J;lla luddlll Muh:u1Hllad Shnh The 

l1\ull1foll deSign of Ihe obverse and central multi fall of eight arcs nlso ,"treduced by Az.1m Shah a$ an 

obverse deSign II (muilifod) continued to be usc lip to Ahmad Shah Dun ng (he reign of Naslruddln 

M:lhmud Ihe arcs of (he muilifoil become nalter. lllerefore. III the absence of dates and :my reference III 

thc chronicles . \\"; l1lil~ rd~ on COi ns for the ,delltlty Or the sultan Thus considering the design of the coin. 

the rl.!\ crsc kgend. the usc of Tughm ch~lracter, this Sultan's rClgn ma)' be ass igned after ' Azam Sh:lh and 

before Nasmlddul Mahmud Shah llie usc of Tughra Char.lcler for the firsttlillC appeared III Bengal in the 

COinS of Jnlaluddlll 'luh:lnmlad Shah On Ihls considerat ion Ilus Ibrah im ma) ha\ C Lssued coins after 

Jala luddl ll Muhallunad Shah 

If we admLlthc r-.:adlllg of the name NasmlddLl1 Ibrahi m as correct then \\ h:tt \\ould be hi!' dOle" We ha\e 

some ho\\ fi:o..ed the tLine bl:t\\ cen Ghlyasuddlll Azalll and Nasl ruddLl1 Mahlllud Belwecn this span Lhere 

:ire (\\ 0 stages of lhslurbanCL'S After Iht,; death of H alllzah Shah up 10 the rcsumpllon of Ilu: SultaLl!!.t for 

the second tll11\: b) Jabluddlll and take over b} Naslruddin Mahmud (83 7-~64AH . ) , after Ahmad Shah 

Recent research sho\\s thaI after Ahmad there is a ne\\ SulttlH, Ghiya.suddlll Nusrat S37AH Ahmed 's rule 

ended III lG7, Ghl) :lsuddlll Nusrat's date IS 1S)7, 38alll :lSlruddm Mah mcd's lOlk!; o\'er IS also III ~37AH 

So. there Ill;'!)' not be ch:mcc of .molher Sultan i.e Ibrahim to lake charge wi tlun thol year 1S37. if he did it 

\\ould ha\e been for a \ el) shor1IJme Du rlllg thiS )car of chaos nnd confus1On mlhc cap ital (FLl'lIz..1bad), 

III Mua zz..'Ullmbad. f:lr from the capital. a parallel l'lile by some one may 110l be l'ldcd out 

.~: seA. p 53. com no Nlil 
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Another posslb k tlllU: fur NaslOIddlll Ibralum could be from the death o fGIII~ (lSudd.., Azam Shah 10 the 

t~c over of 1:lbluddlll I c from 712 to 72 1AH But depcndmg on l11Stonca l reports and accepting 

Hal1lz.ah. Ba~azld and F,Otl' S n.lk as admltled then on l)' between the d:ucs IS 17 to ts21 AH may ha\'e been 

the sUltabh; IlIlle fo r a prclcnder. as he did nOt claim any parenlage in his coins Again we may dcduct the 

rClgn of Jadu 's first terlll ts I MA H a.nd the first part of g 19 say from Rabl I of 81 ~AH up to 2 month of 

819AH twc l\ e rnollth~ III all 0 there would be a gap of 4. months froln Shawwal 817 to Rabl I. 818 

Ounng lhls tlille Gancsh"s first tenn usurpation happcned and III tillS period he st:u1cd his atrocities and 

conOid \\ Ilh the samlS of Bengal Then:fore. durmg this penod \\htlc lhere was chaos and COnn ,C! in the 

capital , F .. "l. .... bad. r.,r ~I\\a~ from III MU:lzl.1.l1labad one may venture to declare independence 

It l1l:l.y be quest ioned \\het her ;ISltIlddlll lbrahll11 was a Su llaJl of Bengal If the margmal mlilt name 

MllazZJII1~lbtid IS tilkell (0 be correct and If we confirm the /aqah (NasI() of Naslt-ud duny:!. (there IS no 

scope to read Il as an~ thing else) as o.l so correct. thell It is certa in that Naslnlddin Ibrahim was il Benga l 

Sultan. Oectiuse nonl; of the sult~ns bearing the titk ofNasi ruddin. named Ibrahim arc known from the list 

of the B:lhm ::ull ~ l . GUJarnt4.1 and MalwaH Sultans Moreo\cr, 0.11 the rukrs outSide Bengal bt.:aring the 

lIaOle Ibrnlu m IIlcludlllg N:lslrudden Ibr.'llmn bill FlIlll (700 - 122) of Bengal \\ere sons of Sultans. tillS IS 

revealed frolll their CO IIlSJt, So, there is no connection WIth thIS coin, "Iuch did not cl:um parentage b) 

using ·Sultan bill as 5ul~1II.n" 

NeI ther also th!.! Ibrahllll of the COllI lInd!.!r di SCUSSion ha\ e an~ conllectloll \\lth Ibrahll ll Sharql of 

hunpur. " hose cO Ill-h.:gcnd and style IS eOlllph..1cl) ddlcrelll from that of th~ COlli of Naslruddlll 

Ihralunl I~ 

Thus the COlli under diSCUSSion strength t.: l1 s the argument that It belongs 10 :l different 3Slr1.lddlll lbralum. 

Buchanan rt.:ferrcd to one Ibrahim. CIting the reference to 1he manuscript of Gaur mentioned III M:l.rtin ·s 

Eastem India that. •• oht:ll11ed hiS (Qulbul AI:un) forgi veness, by makmg IllS SOil Godu sen a. 

Muh'llnmadan ThiS com·ert assumed the govemment WIder the name of Jalaluddin . attacked Ibr:lhim 

shall. gr";\ndfathcr of Hoseyan shah a.nd having pul him to death seized Oil his government .. 11lcn sultan 

Huseyan Sh:lh . Son of Sa1Ud Ashraf. son of Ibrahim became ki ny''''' It IS to be noted here that except onl y 

~I fMC". II. P 1')(, 
It Ibid. P 211 
., Ibid. P 241 
~ Ruklluddln Ibmhlill Kllil lJI of De ll .. was son of Jalal uddil1 Firul..ll1d hc .. ,cIlI IOILed Ill S ruther's namc on Ihc coms 
IMC, II. P JK; Ibmhml Lodl of OcUu also mentioned his father's name. IMC. II, p.1S Ibrnlum Shah SUfi (IMc' 11. 
P I 27).lbmlulII Shah of I\.ashllllr (1.1 IC'. II.p. I l lJ). Ibrahim Shah Sh\ltql of JaulIpur(/M( ·.II.P. 2( U~ ) . IIOIIC of Ihem used 
Nasinlddm :15 th:1I( IIlIllIh .• 
• 1" In tlLe jOl1l1 coin NaSLrudd.., Ibr:111l111 bill FmlL c1auucd the fOflllula 'Suh:1lI bill :1S Sull;If1'. Num'SIIIfI(IC Suppl., XVI. 
~ 691), PI.XV. COlli 110 1 
~ For Ihc COlli of harell Sullan scclMC, II, P.2US Coin no 1. 

tol East!!"' Imlln.II .PP (, ltc4'1 11) 
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th!.! abo\c IIh:ntlOllcd rl'fI.:II.:IlCC of Buch:lII:l.11 not a SL1lSlc tl:stl1ll0n) IS :n:ul:tblc related to Ibr;}h " l1 111 imy 

works of BeJlgall\lslor~ 

Most probabl~ th\! Sl:lzure of Governmellt by JalalLldd in h:lppcncd III 81 IS or M 19AH aft!.!r Ius COll\crslon. 

But Sukhalllo~ e'p' csscs doubt and comments th~ t il was Ibralmll Sh:uql \\hO attacked hl:lhiddm and 

Buchanan probabl~ made a mistake 10 rendering tht: lmnslatiollW In fact , il was Sukhamo) who mingled 

lhe two dIfferent Ibr.1hlllls 11110 one i e. Ibrahim Sharql HIS main argument was that during the last part of 

thc 14th or firsl pari of Ihe 151h century (Probable lime of Ihe grand f:llhcr of Husam Sh.1h) there W<l$ nonc 

bcarlllg the 1I.1 l1l1.': of Ibrallilu among the Sultans of Bengal But we aln:ad~ h:1\'e a COIll bC~lrIng Ihe name 

of Ibr:'lhllll other th~\1I Ibrallll11 Sh;}f(/I and from Bengal There :'Ire so man) ultans whose 1I:II11CS arc onl )' 

known through Ihelr coms 11:llllel) rkhllyar u'd dill Ghazl . F,nII. bin BaY~l.lId, Qutbuddin Azam ;}lId 

GIlIysudd1l1 usr:.t L:le JO:I de O~lroS reports tlt:11 one hUlldred ycars before the COllllllg of llll": Ponugess 111 

Chiuagong Olle Arab tr.'lder came to Bcngal wllh "\0 hundred men and ultunatcl> usurped the PD\\er by 

killing the Bellgal Sultan TillS Ibrahim of our coin, grand father of Hus:lln, and loa de Barros ' Arab Hader 

may be Idenllflcd as one person whom hl31uddm killed and who's government had bt,;C ll sClzed Bu t 

whelher he was the gr'and father of Husain or nOI we have no evidence al our dlspos:l.I 10 prove liOn the 

le5l1mon> oftlus Ile"I~ discovered coin \\1: W:lll t to I:sI'abhsh 'aslnlddin Ibr:lhim. as a Sullan of Bengal. 

Until the d,seo\ cn of dall..:d coin we are not 111 !l pOSitIOn 10 fh. his ehronolog) , but he was undoubtedl)' a 

Bcngal Sultan 

On the baSIS of :Ibm i! diSCUSSIOns \\c ma> eoncludl.! as fo llo\\s 

The coin add~ a Ill.!\\ 11:'11111: 10 the list of Ihe Sultans of Benga l and the filII regal lIilllle of the Sul tiln is 

aslnl 'd dUll,'1 \\;1 ' " dill Abu ' , Muzaffur (or Abu ·l. Zafar) Ibr.lIUIll Shah as Sultan So. he \\as not Sahlin 

Sh!lh The COlli \\:lS Stfuel... at Mu'auamabad. no dale is ~1\'atlablc on the COin On the b3SIS of Ihe nunt 

name orllle ONM COlli \\C lI1ar IIOW 3sSIgilthc Su ltan as Sull3l1 of Bengal \\lth certamty and also ofille 

Sult31l1 period of Ul:ngal 

As Mu·3.Zl:IlIlabad II1ml \\:l$ st.-ml:d \0 7@AH b~ Sull3l1 $Ikandar Shah a.nd contmucd to Suf'\ IVC up to the 

rt.:: lgn of Jaloll1ddin Muilolll lllod Shah (836AH) circumstantial cV ldences show lhat llus IIC\\ SulLan slruck 

C0ll15 bet\\cell X 17 to M21 AH. may be dUring the criSIS pt.::riod which started at the assu mpt ion of the 

thronc b~ Ghanesh 

According 10 the rq>orl of Bueh:ln:m. hlaluddm seized the klllgdom 3fter :l1t.1Ck11lg and killing IbmJmll. 

Thus IllS nile lasted to r:l \I:r;. short lime and prob3bl~ ended III g 18 or 8 I ~AH . 

'I' /)u .• 1I1I /l1K.Jt/J(W pp 1 \ .1·155 
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hapter 5 

ocio-Economic Condilion ltS Renected Through Coins 

When the Muslims C:lm!! to Indl;} they found that two tYPl:S of coins were curren! there One Dcllll W31s 

with the cmg~ of:l. ChauhallJ. horseman :md a recumbent bull :lnd the other. I....akshmi type of gold coins 

of KanauJ . After the conung of the Muslims upto Iltutrmsh the currency system was morc or less the 

same, approprintion \\as made by changing the name oflile Sultan. But it was Iltutmish who for the fi rst 

time organ izt.:d the COlll:l.gc system of the Delhi Sultanate and remodeled It after the Ghazna type of coins. 

It is a general ruh: for COLlIS everywhere that Ihe introduction follows the prototype in the prevail ing coin 

of a coullt !')' But III Bl.:ngal IIl1s phcnomt:: non was completely absent because before th t! advent of the 

Muslims there \\JS no metalli c COI n in circulation I wlu ch could serve as 3 prototype for B:tkhllyar KhalJI 

The Sena period was dcvoid of metal coms and kauri , shells were used to serve the purpose Not a smgle 

coin of the Sena kittS has been found or that their influence can be traced in the subsequent COIllS of the 

Musli ms either Before the Senas Ule 1111ghl)' P:tIas of BengaJ had no coins Therefore, It W::IS Bakhti ),3 r 

Khalj l who Introduced :md mittated the coinage system of Bengal 111 60 l AH fo llo\\LI1.g the: Gha1.na type 

coms of Muh3mmad bill Sam but With the adoptIon of Ccntral Asian infl uence in design1 and adoption of 

mdlgenolls \\ e ight of tola standard which ultinmtely became the standard fo r the nntlonnl COIl1S of the: 

Deihl Sultanat h m:t~ be reca lled here th:ll before the Hutlatlve taken by Iltut llush for orgalllzmg the 

cOinage. Bengal a l r~~ad~ had hef 0 \ \ 1\ COIllS. which was ultllnatel y copied b) the Deih l nl lers It has been 

observed III the COins of Sultan IllUtnllsh. wllLeh fo llowed the coi ns of Bengal governor IW3d's coin Iype 

fo r hiS Deihl Issues So. Bengal rind its governors contri buted to the coi nage system of the Delh i Sult:1I13t 

Bakhtiyar shou ld al so to be credited for ini tiating money based cconom)' in Bengal, which gai ned 

currt.:ncy in subsequent Su ltrlni mle Full gold tank;), WIth Its frnctions and the fr:lctional Sliver tankas 

Introduced by Bakht lyar III the name of Muh:Ull111:ld bin Sam In Beng.11 IS proof of the st.'l.rtmg of 

monetized econoLll ~ from the veL") outset 

A currenc), s~ stem \\as mtroduced by the Mus1Lms In Benga.L whose pattern was um foml throughout the 

entlfe Sultalll PCrlod Gold OInd Sil ver COIns wcrt prevalent all through, though sLiver currency dOl1l1l1ated. 

Both gold and Silver cOlllage \\cre prcvalcnt with Its fra.ctLonal dcnonunauons but gold fractions were 

almost ni l dUring the reIgn of thc II1depcndclll Sultans, spcclall y from 75011349 10 9451 1538. LikeWIse 

gold coms and frnc tlonal Sll\ cr co ins \\ere generally less In num ber. SIl ver tank.1 was thc maUl Issue. 

I usu. p29. 
: The prototype of the Gaud Vijoye coins of Muh:umnad bill Sam could be tnlced wilh the DIrhams of Scljuk SUII;Ul 
Suieim3n ibn QlliJ Arslan. dated 120 I. or CenU"J1 Anatolia. Dr Jhon S. Dcyell. "Rupar Bangia the PolitICS ;lOd 
Religion ofMcdic\'tl l Bengal through Coins". Marg o/Klt/g.,' (111(1 Com.~. Martha L. Carter (ed.) Vol . XL.V. 110.4. 
Bombay. 19',1". p. 70 (figurc 2)_ 
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fractional COlliS \\en;: seldom fou nd and \\as dIVided ultO halves. quarters. onc.-cighths. om:-slxteenths ~Uld 

one Ilurty Secondlhs (1 /32 ) But h:\lf tnnkas and qUJrter tankas arc: gCller;illy dOll1l1lam among the 

fractional COins It IS a f:lctth:u the popubrl7.ation ofsdvcr tankos III Oengal and Ihelr continuous Issuance 

particulnrly dUring the Independent Sul tani mle have beel; the result of :I hlghlv orl,;alU zed political 

system 111e h03rd cO in shQ\\s Ihntlhc)' \\erc currcnt throughout the whole of Ben~a l 

11lc first SInge of cOlllage III Bengal was the issues In the n:lme of Deihl Sullnns by their respective 

govemors thl.!rc It also sho\\ s that the Sulians of DeIhl Sometime shmed the sovereign power of Siriking 

COIilS wllh thl.!lr abl!; Beng.d governors. Dmlbt Shah bill Maudud, 'Iwud, Yuzbak. Nasiruddin Ibrahim, 

Ghiyasuddlll Bahadur o.llthesc governors were o.ll owed to c.xerelse Ihls pnvlleges 

111e ne;..:1 stage of cOinage III Bengal IS marked b) the Introduction of II1dcpcndent comage by some 

govcmors \\ ho proclalllll.!d IIIdependencc. 11\c) arc 'Ah tvlnrdnn Khalji. Yuzlmk. Tughnl. Shl.J\\suddltl 

tlnll and GhlFlsuddlll Bahadur. though their efforts were 5hol1 li ved and from time to limc checked by 

the lIupenal Sultans of OCUli But an> one who proclalilled II1dcpendencc stnlck coms III hiS 0\\ n nallll.;. 

The final stage of currency of Bcng.-.I began wilh lhe lIluoduction of dynastiC currency, only after the 

treaty between the Tug,h laq Sultan Ghl )'J.Suddm Flruz of Delhi and lIyas Shah of Bengal Through th iS 

tfeaty for the first lime Ddhl recognized Bengal as ::tn mdependent state Therefore. fronl the time of lIyas 

Shah down to th l.; Husaull rule Bengal enjoyed complete pOlitical and economic independem:e and Issued 

Independenl cOins 

No contempor.lI: tremlse or II1Senl)(IOnS mcnlJon tht! cUfTcncy 5)'stem of Ol.!nsal From the study of Ihe 

aclual COIilS \\e 1lI:l~ dcm c some plclun; of the cu rrcl\C~ syStem, \ ... llIch 15 very Incompletc A fl.!w clung 

In IlISton cs and some I'\:ports or travelers arc lhe n1<UlI sourceS beS ides thl.! ;JC1I1.11 cOins for dl SCUSSlIlg thl.! 

coins and commerce rhe 1'(I!Ulqo/-/-N(1\1r/ reports th.n rQr n relaglOus discourse (tazklr) Jamaluddlll 

Ghazn3vI n .. 'CcI\Lxi from GllIyasuddlll 'Iwad a gift of ten thousand tanka (gold and sliver), 'Iwad o.lso 

ordered to 1\15 courtl\:rs. thc Anms and Ml.liks to bc.sto\\ presents. so thaI mnounled to another Uuee 

thOllsand lank:ls TIlls rl.!neCIS Ihal \\'Itllln I\\ent)' )c:lrS «(,22 AI-I) thr.: CIrculati on of coilled money was so 

firmly c.sl;)bhshcd Ihal the court could t:tsily make presents of three thousand mnka Anolher report of 

usmg C;Ollled mone~ IS 31so repofted III Tabaqal. that In 622, 'Iwad made :'111 indcl1lUlty of eight)' laks of 

treasure 10 IIlulll1lsh But Tazkara/II/ Mil /ilk states lhat Ius silm was in si lver t'lJlgh;'tsJ. TN mentioned the 

term trca5u re bUI Tazker,,,,.,1 Mllluk menltoned the sum as Silver tanka 11u.:rcfore. thiS proves tJml the 

court was ;'tblc co prodllce !SO laJ..s cQlIled money This rcvc:lls lh:1I wlthm 22 years the: currenc>, system 

b\,':C3.llle so strong that It could produce tillS amOunt C.1S II ~ No further reference about the comage IS found 

111 the chrOnlclcs 
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The best preseT'\ ed si h cr COin of the Bengal Sult~ns docs not surpass II gr:uns, The standard \w lght of 

Su ltana! COins III the \\ hole of Indl:l IS one wla,whlch IS eq ul\'alent to 96 I':1t l and on the catcli lalJon of I ,g 

gram a /'(111 the tala n':~lch\$ [0 96x I 8 =- 172 8 grams" (tala is eqUI val ent 10 I 1.66 gr:l ms) \\·IHCh IS Ihe 

standard of the Benga l gold and sil ver CO IIlS \\ elght standard The Gallda \ IJO),C cOin of Muhammad bin 

Sam, Issued by Ba k.hll~ar Khrl lJI \\,clghs 172 4 grains. Al l th~ go ld coins of the Benga l Sultall follo\\ed 

thiS weIght standard for their gold and sil ver COIIlS\ Bmm general th~ COlliS both m gold and sil ver arc 

found one gram or up to I; grams lighter. Genera ll y the we ight of the Slh'cr tanka of Sulta.ni Bengal 

r:lngcs from 10" grams to II 00 grams each Tht: causes fo r thiS Ilghtm:ss an.: not known. One gram lila), 

have been lost due to \\ear :lIld lear Scholars hold, on the reference of Ibn Batuw that the r:lllo between 

gold and silver was OIlC go ld tanka eqUi valenlto ten silver tankas. It may be presumed that Ihe lightness of 

coins was fo r the m ;! IIlICn ;IIlCI! of a proper ratio between silver and gold coins 

It has bel!n obsel'\ cd that at the bl!ginnlllg of the Muslim mle Ihl! economy of Bcngrll was III a St.1tIC 

conditi on particular l ~ dun ng Ihe Sena period But with the first onslaught of the Muslims the Situati on 

abruptly began 10 charge The Mushms were most ly so ldiers and thl! imllllgrant Muslims aflcrwards had 

no connections \\ Ith th ..: land and land produce Most of them were service holders -n lcrefon.:. they had 10 

depend on purch:lses to mect tht: necesS itIes of thclr live In tillS wa) from Ihe ven bcglllillng. a kmd of . . 

IIltemal trade gr:lduall~ began to nourish On the other hand. with the stalcl~ patronage gro\\1h of;) feudal 

class began. graduall ~ \\ It ll the support of the state they began to engage themselves wi th trade and 

commerce With Ihe gradual c.xpansions of the Sultan:lt :;md occupation of the river parts like Satgaon, 

Gauda, Sonargaon and the se:lport Ch:1Ig301\, Bcngal - commerce merged w;th the International SC3 rout l.! 

stretched from Cormondel up to Java. ThiS in gener~lI fuei lilatl!d small-sca le traders 10 engage themselves 

:IS suppliers of the brgc-sc.1Ie IIllen13110nal trode, In thIS way. lhe gro\\th of rich busll1l.!ssman :tnd 

Icudatones gradua ll ~ emergcd. Besides lhe r'Uhng class, generals, Iqlad(lr, quad I and buslIlessmen, middle 

class was C,.xpandll1g Therefore. socicty W:lS divided into three to four tiers. upper, middle, famlers and 

tower classes 

With the cOllu ng of the r"'l lishms pubhc \\orks 11\ 'anollS dep:lf1ml!nlS mcludlng the C:1pltal emerged and 

vanOliS :ldIllIlUSlr;lt l\ e and religiOUS centers began to be cstablished. Cl!ntering on those IIlstitUtlOIlS and 

estnblishrnl!llts £r!\du!llJ~ nc\\ CltlCS and urban centres wcrc devcloped. It may nOt be out of place to 

mentI on [hat the process of urbamzatlon III Bengal was rapid and numerous "In fhet, c\"c r)' settl ement of 

foreigners 111 generaL .,nd Muslims in p!lrtlcular tumed in course of lime IIltO a Oounsillng urb..'lll centre . 

Some of them not onl~ succl!cdcd in rapidly dcveloping the economic funclIons of a tml! city but also 

J 11\'. (rdven~), Vol l. (louted 1\1 p.51)3. Fn-7 
~ COlllogl.'. p -102 
I M.R Tamrdar . . , The Gold COlll:lgc :md the Cllrrenc), System in Pre Mugh:ll I3ClIglll ". III C IIII/Jrfll/"'t'rnl:IIQII In 

.'i()ulh . I.(IO. S I.A Tmllll.I (ed). Nt\\ Del hi. 1'.1'.13, pp. IS"-156 
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came up to BaratH's ddinll ion of nusr-l-Jaml (thc perfect c ity)"" To mcc:1 the dc:nmnd of the IlIllC, III 

kc:cping wit h til ...: d~cell t r;III Z;l tlon policy. and for assuring the smooth clrclil:u lOIl of money In distant and 

re-mote placc.s. litany of thc.se new cllies became nUllt Cities: Sometimes the decentralization pollc)' "as 

postponed and cOins \\l lh no mllll /lame or dale and :lIsa cOins wllh the term Oflrl/d darb and Khazanah 

were produced D~ nastlc nllers 11\ general Issued coins with vanous mint nallles and datcs, wit h no mint 

names or date. :lnd also COIl1S bearing Darub Darb and Khozanah. 1lle nu mber and quantity of coins 

havmg no mlllt naTlle and dali: arc not 5111all The name 'Dar ud Darb' and 'Khazanah' arc 1101 1111nt Cl tlCS 

but arc h "'O Instllutlons substllutc of the: llllnts Probably the)' \\cre sCTVlIlg as reserve banks to ensure thc 

lotal circulati on of cOlllcd moncy Darub darb :md Khazanah should indicate the central mi lll and treasury 

of the eapnal respectl \ cI ~ Bul the coins reveal Ih"l somel lllleS more than one celltral mint (I e Donld 

Darb) was fUllcllollmg slInullam.:ously Or It ilia), be assum~d that the Danld Darb \vas a mobile mull 

which was attached 10 the Sultan and which moved from one place 10 another with the morchlng party of 

the Su ltan As nil e-..:amplc. NUsTat Shah's coins show such IIIll1t as 'Dnnld O:lrb Fathabod' and 'Jalal ud 

Darb Husa lllab:ld' with tile samc date of 92SAH. labl ud Darb indicatcs the royal minI of the capit:ll 

Husamabad and Fmhab:ld ma ~ be a provincLal central milll or a 1I10bile minI 

The mints ensure the pUrLt) of the metal, prevention ofthc fake ISSu(,:S, abo\c a ll the smooth productLon of 

COlliS and their proper Circulation. Sometimes, with the adl1l11lLstrati ve unite for the prolection and 

guardi ng of Ihe mllil esmbllshmcnt5 the II1l11t siles become an 1J11portant clly Mention may be made of the 

nllnl clly Fathabad 

Sometlmcs I II all old C II ~ a nc\\ lIunl wos cstabllshed, e.g. Lakhnau tl. Sonargaoll. In some others for the 

easy and smooth up keepll1S of trade and commcrce and growing demond of circu lation money the nccd 

for milliS were fc lt. ;md SOmetimes new CltlCS and mints werc establishcd simultaneously. c g $:llgaon 

m:t> be ment loncd of Ihls c:lIegory In some cases to ensure the smooth su pply of the currency some 

bUSiness place \\as chosen fo r I11l1l1S "llIeh u i llmate l ~ lumed mto a grt:.it mlllt Clly like Satgaon or 

Chalgaon Somcllllles to commellloratc some event or record somc spcc ial occasion, a place w:lS 

mentIOned 111 the COIllS butlhesC' mints were short·li ved , C g. Chawlist:3n urf 'Arsah Kamru Whalf.."Vcr may 

be the rank of the CII ~ . ~H::H or small, havlIIg a mi nt lumed It to a mint city TIIUS some c.lpital Cities, ri ver 

ports. popular or obscurc plaCi:S alike became mILl! cities 

In all Ih en.! an.: 36 I1IllIt cLl ies and two mint organizations, thus 38 c-s lablishmc-nls were engaged in the 

product ion of COIII:lge dunng Ihc Suh.'mj period 111 BellgaL It IS hoped that III futu re wilh the discovery of 

!lew GO Il1S thiS number may be illcrcas . 

.. Md. Aklllenll..l;J lI1aLt M Process of U,b.i l\i2.1110n in Early Muslim Bengal" . .IASBD. 110.46. Part . I. 200 I. p." I. 
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The Identification and locntlQu of these I1I Ull Cllu.:S :ll"e )ct to be completcd. :llld wi th the IlC\\ discover) of 

hO:lrds, ne'~ nllnts :In..: cOlllmg to light. 1' lcrc arc III all 36 mlill Cili es . n11!)' :trl! given below: 

List of known mini ci ti es 

Thomas Blochmll ll il N. Wright Uh:lll:ls:l li 

I . Lakhnautl • F:uh:lb:ld II Muzaffarabad 20, P3ndu nagar 

2, FmlZ:abad ~ Khahfalnbnd 12.Chatgaon 21$uva nmgr::ull 

3. Salgaon I () HU SJlOabad 13 Mahmudabad 22 .Chaligram 

4 SOllargaon 14 Muharmnadabad 23 Chandr.:1bad 

5 hahr· i-N:m J 5,Rolltaspur 

6. Mu'azl.lmabad 16.Jannnlabad 

7 Ghl yaspur 17 Barbak:lood 

18:Arsah 

19K:lmnl 

( hawl lstan) 

5, Ahmcd Mir J Ahan Presen t writ~r 

24.Khahf:unbad Oadrpur 25 Sh:mf'J.bad 26 Gaur 

27 Sikandrabad 

2! D:lkhi l BanJ;'lllyah 

29 Naslrab:ld 

30 Sipur (511\1hur) 

31 Mad:uan IM:md:u:m! 

32. Shamsabad 

33 Mustafab:ld 

J4 Khalrab:ld 

35. Oawabad 

36. Rahindabad Badrpur 

In U~66. TIlomas \\fUle abou t Sc,'ell mint [owns. Blochmann addcd thrcl,; nc\\ mints [o13ling len in 1873 

Wnght gave clc\ell morc 111 1907 11\ IMe . II . Ihe 101311111111 l1umber rC3chlllg t\\cntY-i)lle Bh3Uasah 111 

1922 n::ulled tim.:\.' more Ile\\ IlllnlS Ihough Illcs!.! Ihrec :uc onl ~ the renaming of the earli er known names 

\ IZ PanduJltlgcr (Flnll':lb:ld) Suv:lm:lgram (Sonargaon) :lIld Ch311 gr3m (C1Huagong) In 11)36 Bh311asah 

wrote abollt a 111,;\\ mIni (111 Tairoor collccuon) ShamslIddin Ahmed in Supp!. IMe II gave another nc" 

name ill 1936 r\'llr Jah:lIl. In 1953 cnumc:raling the earlier kllo\\n nunt to\\ns added one morc new m InI 111 
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10 tht! t o t~il of 1\\ l:n l ~ St,;\~ 1l mint 10\\ n5 Among Ihcse nll1l(-tO\\IlS due 10 doubtful rcadlllg or belli!; 

synon)illS subtr;\etlllg de\ ell n:l1l1l.':S Mlr J:lhan enumerat ed wlth.:l synoptic \ le\\ orth!.: n..:st Sixteen milliS 

Accordltlg to hun "Rohlaspur IS :1 doubtful rcadltlg. Jannal.:lbad \\as the S:II11C ;tS Gaur. Shahr·l·n:lu . 

Hus.:l mabab. Nusr:lt;lbl.:d and Mahmudabad may hI.: syllon)' t11s for Gaur. K:ullnl :md Ark:m represcllt 

terntonal arc;1 ;ind n OI (O\\I1S. P[lndullagar was Pandul, Suv<lmagram W;1.5 Sonnrg\\ on. Chaltgram was 

Chatgaon 7 Abdul Kanm named and discussed about twenty two Jntnttowns in the Corpll.\· in 1960 From 

the synopt ic \Ie\\ of 1\Jl lr Jahan and Abdul Kanm's narration these 22 mint's location and ldcnllfieations 

arc to some e,lclU I..nQ\\ I\' After 1960 I\\ elvc more new tllints have co rne 10 light . 

Among these 36 nUlit ClttCS those relah.:d to the Sultans' lIame were caPJl31s from tlllie to time. e g. 

Flruzab"d. Sikiindili.lbad. Mtlhmudabad. MU 7..3fTar.Jbad. Husainabad, Nusratabad. Shams3bad. Others 

were c.,plI:lls IlIllC to IlIlle. C g LakhnautL Gaud. hnnatabad. and Daru Nur -lllC reSt of the: mintS may be 

dmdcd 11110 1\\0 broad group:> Those Illl t h:l\ C been idenlifi ed. eg R:lng (£ast Benga l). Barbakabad 

(Malu Santosh) Chatgaon (Cluuagong). 'Arsah K:mml (Kamrup III Assam). Salg:lOn (HI H\lgl~ dlst) 

Daklul B~lJah~ah (Cll~ of BengaJa), Fathabad (Fandpur) FJnIz,.bad (G:luda). GhiY:lspur (M ymellsing) , 

Jannatabad. ( Gaud the Capital or Its suburb). Kha hfatabad (Bagerhal ) L.,khnauti ( L.,kshl1lanavall), 

Madar.Jn ( Mandaran 1\1 Blrbhum), Mu'azzamabad (MuJampur. nea r Sonargaon). Sonargaon (m 

NaraYanb .... nJ dlsl). 1uharmnadabad ( Jcssorc), Chandrabad, Satgaon (ncar IIngl i), Shahr-I·na\\ . the new 

city. most probabl~ Lak hnaut r or Its suburbs Shnfubad (m Blrbhum) . and those: that have: not been 

Identlfied.e g ArI,.an. Khalrabad. Musl3fabad. Badrpur or Ralundabad Badarpur. Shahr'I-Naw and 

Da\\abad. 

Earl~ Oengal mllll <: are G;Jur. adr~a LakhnaulL Sonargaon. O;JIIg, Fmrl.;lbad. Ghl ) aspur and Satgaon 

Among these Gatlr. Lakhnauli . Sonargaoll and Satgaon millts were actn e III prOducing cOIII:lge of the 

Del hi Sultans These milliS \\erc orgamzt.:d 3nd run b~ the Deihl Sultan's f\..'Spt.:ctI\C go\cmors til Bengal 

Gaur bemg th e first 1111111 produced the e:uli est coins. the' Gauda VIJO)C' CO lliS of Bengal though the nunt 

n ;lIllC \\as not 1)fI.:SCI II Oil the COIl1 but 11 can be prl!Sumed th:lt the COIl1 \\':1$ stRick III Gauda In latcr time 

lltutmish's Benga l COlliS be;lr the millt 'bl Gaur' til 616AH Issued by the Bengal governor 'Iwad. But very 

soon the name G:lUd \\:;IS replaced by Lakhnauti , which was tJle chief 3nd onl y mlilt III Bcng:ll for 

sometnnc III 742 'All hah transfe rred the capital frOIll Lakhn:lUli 10 Pandua and Pandun alias finlzabad 

becanle the chll.:f I1l1nl :lnd Lakhn:lutl W:lS ab:lI1dolled. In 70' AH Son:lrgaon aPl>e:lrcd on the COlli 35 :l 

nllnt du nng Ihe rCI!)n of Sul t .. n Shamsuddin Firu~. he 31so struck COlliS form the mint Bang III 702AH and 

Satg:\o1l IIltht,; early part of the thirties duri ng the mleof Mohall1mad bin Tlighiaq. 

M Mir J~lhaJ1 . "Mint To\\ liS or Medieval Ikngal". IJr[/(;r('dlll~" 1I111w />04'1."011 I Ii "lIm.nl (·III1(rrellCl!. III. O:lcca 
Session. !'};i I)P 1l5·12C, 
) (·lIrpII .•. IlP I ; 7·1 (,; :llld T;lblc I I 
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During the period or e;ul~ Independent nIle \Ill. 'A ll M:udan YUl.bak. Tughnl. Nasln.ldd1l1 Mahmud 

Boghra, Kal"aus :md Sh:lIllsuddm flru :r. those IlIIIIIS, (VIl. Lakhn:lUII. Satg.l01l and SOI1:argaon) \\cre 

actI ve:: But 'A ll Mard;\n and 'h,ad dId 1l01l11enUOil any mint n:1ml; 011 the ir mdcpendl.!lIt COUlS Yu:r.bak for 

the first tlllle ISS1ICd :\ com bearlllg the ntlll1 name Nadlya III 652AH Probably. il tlcr the re·allllcxatlOn of 

the Clt~ dUring tills Iline He also used the La.khnautl ntlnt from 653AH Tughn l's COmS are also produced 

from the sanlc 1111111 Durlllg thc fClgn of Nasu'uddlll Mahmud Boghra. thc 5011 of Balball. Lakhnauti \\ ~IS 

designated :15 Iladl:lt LaJ...hnauli . It IIId lcates the royal rt!Sldencc of thc Suitrul or prcsence of tlli': Su ltan 

'nus usc of Hadr:ll continued alld used wllh other mini's names e.g. Hadr.n Sonargaon, Hadr:1t Bang 10 

later tlllle. c\<en. dUring the Independent rule of the Suhans from 737AH onwards It may be mentioned 

here that dUring the Ill1perml rule of Delhi the ep ithets of the mints had administerial ilcrrilorial namcs 

such as Iqli m (pro\ lllce). 'Arsalt (dlstnct), Sahar, (CI ty) It l11a), be recalled here. that Muhammad bIn 

Tughlaq dl\ldcd the Bengal Subah III to three pans, Lakhnautl, SonarS;loll and Satgaon During cady 

Independent nile adnun lstratl \,c epithets \\erc also used by fUllZ and h, s sons TIlelf cams bear Khiu;'l 

(tract ofland) and Qasbah (Clt~) But durmg the lIldepe.ndclII nIle of the Bengal Sultans Ihe ep ithets such 

as Hadr:lI. nl Salad. al Baldntul Mahru. ... lh. al Bald:ltul mu·Jzz. .... m \\ere uscd quahfing Ihe mull c ll ) .The 

Mu bar.lk Shahl nllcrs I e Fa"hntddlll r-,'Iub:ar.:lk and Ikhllyarudd lll GhJ.7.1 Issued thelf coms only from 

nllnl of Sonargaon. the hononfic tit le of Ihe mUll was Hadral Jabl . the rO~'J1 presence. th roughout the 

reign from 737-753AH 

All Shah Ihe rukr of L;'lkhn:tull struck COlliS from lhc only nlln! of FInIl.1.bad III 742·744AH. DUring Ilyas 

Shahl rule tllillI S II1cre:lsed As Ilyas UllIlcd the whole of Benga l nnd Sikandar avcrted the Deihl aggresSion 

and nl led for 33 ~ear~ . 11111115 \\crc aCII\<c during thIS penod lIyas siruck COllIS from Ihe mints ftrl.l7 .. ,bad. 

50nnrg:aon, hahr-I·Na\\ :lIld 5:lIgaon On the other hnnd. Sik:lndar retallllng thc old one Issued coins form 

;'IlIe\\ mlllt from hiS IlC\\ eonqllest ella\\ hstan urf 'Arsah Kanml and Sonarg~on nUllt was transferred and 

renruncd as lu':au.'llll:tbad After Sikandar Sonarg,.'lon never appeared 011 the COlli bUI III a lr.lTlsformed 

foml of Suv:.'InI:tgram III the COUlS of O:IIII1JI1l:trdall deva II may be mentioncd here that th iS urne 

Flruzabad \\ ;J.S deslg,nalcd as :.'II Balad. Bal3dawl MJhrusah alld Hadral . and Mu'azz..1.mabad has been 

deS ignated ;lS Iql lln and :.'II Bal:tdallli Mu'azz:un.l C Iqhm Mu 'azZ.lmabad ;'Ind :11 Baldatul Mu'auam 

Mu'aZ2.1rnabad The rest of the three mints \\ere deSignated as 'Arsah Ghlyassuddlll Al.:1m Sh:lh 

contlnlled 10 StrlJ...c cOIns frOIl1 the three old II1lntS of 1115 fhlher \ tZ FinJZabad (\\ nh HadraL). 

Mu'tiU!lmabad and 'A rs:ah S:ug,aon He 31so InlllJled two new millts. J:lnJlatabad and Sikalldrabad Shahr· 

I-Na\\ never appearcd 011 COinS :again. n lcrcforc, 11 may be presumed thm If J:UlII:ltnbad IS the nallle of the 

city of Gaud then Shahr-I·Na\\ established by lI yas dun ng Ghl)'3Suddin Az.1.m no longer rell13I11S ~I new 

cIty and most probabl ~ Slbndarabad took the ne\\ name of Sh;'lhr- i· aw It lIl:ay be mentioned here that 

the Sikand:uabad I1IUlt appea red for the first time on lhe COLllS of Azam Shah and it was its last appc.lranCI.! 

also. dunng the short nile of Halllzah only three mlllts Ftnlzabad. Mu'azz..lllmbad and Satgaon were 
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funcllonmg :md lim: to Ihe polnlc.,1 InSI:lbl1 lt y :lflef\\;)rds 110 one re vived tin: 1Il11l[ Sikandrabad or perhaps 

the cOi ns bl':anng ti llS nlllll h:\\c nOt been dlscovcred )1,;1 

During the short rClgn of Ba ;.';)Lld and Flnlz three millts, which worked durlllg Hamz.ah Shah. were active 

3nd no ne\\ IlImt ~ \\ere found Raja Ganc.sh :tllas Danujmardan Deva afler conullg [ 0 power Issued coms 

III Bengah langlIJ£,t,; form three mUllS VIol. I)Jlldullag:u, Suvarnagram ~lJ1d Challgr:lm,Thcsc 3rc Ihe 

transformed namcs of Flruzabad, SonargMIl and Chatgaoll or Cliluagong respectively, It Ill:'!)' be noted 

ht,; re that CIIlt1a~ong for the IirS! IHne appearcd on thc COinS of D:U1uJll1nrdall:1 Dc\' 

Though the father G:lI1cs h Issued cOms frol11 three 1111111 5 only but [115 son Jadu. Ja[aluddll1 afler 

conversion. Isslh:d COlliS frOIll several IllllltS - Flruzab.,d. Jann:unbad, Iqllm Mu'au,.'l.mab:ld. Daklill 

B:lIlJah)'a. Chalg:lOn and Rot5pur Among these ml111S Dh3kll Banj:lhya a complctly nc\\ n1l1l1 and most 

probably synon~m to thc city of BCllgala and JannJtabad 3 'ncw 1Il11l( for Jalaluddll1 Muhammad Shah? 

Sonargaon. alg~lOn and Falhabad on lhc coins of Jalaluddlll arc not a doubt free reading l'l Shamsuddul 

Ahmad Shah used onl~ thee Ilun(s for Issuance of COlnagc, VI Z Flruztlbad , Chatg:l\\ 1\ and Dakhi l 

83U)311 )'3. it l11a~ be 1l11!1l110ncd hcre thal not so many coins of Ahmad Shah have been foulld with clear 

margin:lllcgl!nds 

NaSlnlddll1 Malunud n:lgned for 26 years and 51 nick vanous types of COIilS al 1e-1SI from nine mullS HI; 

rclalllcd :.11 the old IllIlIIS of Flruzabad. IU'3U:llllabad, DakJlIl BaIlJ"II~:L Falhab.1d. Satgaon and 

Chatgnon He II1lroduccd :It k:lst four nc\, mmts from I1C\\ Cllies \'IZ Muh:unadab3d, Nuslmbad, 

Mahl1ludabad ~\IId Khahfatabad besides Darud Darb and Khaz.anah werc al so been found In IllS coms. 

Khallfatabad has bct,;11 IIIdcnt ll"ic<! :\.s Bagcrhat E.1fhcr to thai a city most probably al prcsent Baro Bazar 

(at present III Jhemdah diS! ) 11\ the grcatcr Jcssorc district was established Some inSCriptions \\llh the 

legend ' l\::lllr r>.'luh:uI111l:adabad' ha\c bl!cn dl sco\crcd from thiS rcglon On the b:'l.SIS of wluch M A 

QUJdLr IS mclllled to 1dellllf) Muh:unnw.dabad Idcntlcal With BaroBazar instead ofcJ.rher IdcntLficatlon of 

Muhammadpur also 1/1 the Jessorc dISlrict", But A.RM . Husain wnnts to identify Bara Bazar as 

Mahmudabad on Ih \.' ~UI)port of AUH-Akban's Snrkar Mailmud:lb:ul ll But F'nlh hah's Son:ugaoll 

InSCTlptlon dated lSX\)A II re\ eals that Iqhm Mu'auamabad was also kno'~ n ;'IS MaJlIlludab:ld BJochn~lIH1 

Ir.lllsiaung (hiS te't as "the temtol) of Mu'azzarnabad. also kno\\ It as Mahmudabad" Identifies 

Mahmudabad \\lIh Mu'azzallla.bad" But Dan i translatmg the passage as "'n1C territory of Mu'azzamabad 

.Old also Ihe \\I.~ II l..no\\ 11 Mahm\ldabad" . comment,ed that l'hc name docs nOt SUTVI\'C In the Alii . II 

.. Abdul K:lrIlll did nOI IIICl1uo!llhcsc two !lUIlIs. \UrP'I'(, p 76 
I" Alrc:ld\ discllssed III ell. III 
II M A,Q'<ldlr. ~Eight lIHpubhshcd Sultanal Penod Inscriptions of Benga[." III JourlJol a/lkngaf Ar/, Dr. Enamul 
HllCluC (cd). VoL". Dhaka Thc Intemalional Celller for Shldy Of Bcngil l Art. 1999, pp.25U.254 
I! A 8,M, HOS:l1I1 ." Saro Balar Was it the Mah1lludabad Of Suit ani Ballgla~,ill E'C.'(oy.dn Mema,), CJJMomlazllr 
Unllll/rlll r nmfil(l /, Ohnk:1 Ulll\'C rs ll~' :Centre for Advanced Studies III the Humanilles. 1999, pp,2J 5·2J6. 
II Blochl11:1l1ll, COlll l lbul lOIIS, .1"/.'\1$. 110.3. IS7). P 286, 
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rem:uns to be Idenllfi ed There IS one S;;lrk:tr Mahmud:lb:ld 11\ the Alii (J:lrrett's Tr.lns Vol II pp. 132-33), 

but probabl~ Ihal IS too r. ... r :IWJ.~ ,, ' ~ 

Abdul QJdlr's pica III f:l\ our of Bare B;l ~.1r:lS Mu hanl:ldo.bad seelllS to have some strong ground, this IS 

fan her strengthened b~ the discovery of so man)' mosques of the Khall Jahalll st)' le frolll Ihl! SIII);lc area of 

Baro Bazar It IS bel le' cd that the regloll of l):t ro Bawl' up to Bagcrhat was conquered and colonl zcd 

dUring the rClgn of NnSlnlddlll M;;lhmud b) the salOl general Khan Jahnn 'Ali No.slrabad Illlllt was 

established by N:'lSlruddlll Mahmud Shah Thts mllll IS not III the list of Mil' lahan or Abdul Karim's 

Corvus 1110S1 prob:lbl~ II "as the name of the capII;;l1 like HUSOlLn;;lbad 

Ruknuddlll Barbak Shah estab lished as IICW mint Barb.'\kabad, after his name. Mil' Jahan has identified it 

\\ ith lah i Santosh of pn:scllt N:\\\gaoll di strict II contll1ltcd up to Gl1I )3Suddlll M::llunud of Hus:l1tI1 

(:lnll l ~ Barbak struc!'" COlliS rrom Fathabad. Muhanlllladabad Salg:10n. NaSirabad nnd Bnrbakabad basldes 

Khazanah and 0:11' lid darb 

Shamsuddlll Vusuf Shah established a new mint city after his name as Shamsabad probably it was one of 

the capitals. old or ne\\ . LaklmautL or FLnll.1bad which has bcen rClliUllcd aficr the Sultan's namc. 

Shamsabad cOins :In.: found onl y with the date M84. probabl y it was a short li ved mint. It IS observed th:lt 

dunng thiS pcnod Dar ud darb and Khazan:lh COlliS " cre dOlll1ll3tcd among total available COII\S 

Fath Shah's rCl gII also Has delllmant \\1111 Danld darb and Khaz;mah coins he also st:tned a ncw mll1l 

named ~bd:lr:ln In Blrbhm district . 0111) ol1e COIl1 or'he mllli dated XK1AH IS I..no\\' 11 Bcsldes thcse. CO lliS 

bcanng the 111 lilt 11:1111': F'llhabad and Muh:l.Inm:u.bbad arc also found Dunng the short nlk or Ihc 

AbysS IIlI:1I1S no I1C\\ III II1IS ;;lre found :tnd through outthell' rCIg.n CO IllS w\th the llalUCS Khazanah and Danld 

darb wen: l1lan~ In numbcr and onl) two nunts Fathaood nnd Muhanunadabad were kl10wn to have 

produccd COIl1S Durmg thiS I)cnod millIs were probably ccntr::l li.u:d and was lmilled witlt Darud d:ub and 

Khazanall \\llIch cOJ1tlllued III btcr period also or dul.! 10 politica l ch:los DUring tillS period dlst:t.lllll1mts 

ccased to Slnkl! COIII "-

1lle Husam ShahL pcnod IS rcmarkable for thclr varied number of mlllts and mllltLng acti vi lLcs . During the 

re l ~Vl of Alauddtn Hllsalll Shah and usrat Shah the volume of ci rculated monL.:Y was so abundant that till 

toda} their cOins arc fou nd 111 the COIll hoards which out numbered the others Alauddlll Husam Shah used 

nine 11111115 to produce IllS COlliS II1cludll1g Khaz:mah and Darud d:lrb Kanl1l l!II UIl1;;lrati!d scvcn IllInts in 

the corpus the other t\\O ~n.: Shanfabad (present B:lrdhwan) :llId Barbakab;'ld (Mahl Santosh), l1lt:re IS 

I • A.H Oal1l. IfIh/m,:m"hl' of lilt' .\lIl.~//IIr Im<:r rplrUfI., u/8.:ng(l/ ((Iolt'll (u l ID 15) !)'). Appendl ,'.; to JAS1J. Vol II . 
Dacca. p. t II 
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auol lll.:r II1llll O~ru oor bUI th~ rcad1ng IS nOI conCl1l51\e II could be read as Oarud darb :. Iso \\Ith 

shortage of all 'Aid' BUI t\bdul Q.ldlr, s III favor of read",g II Daru Noor" 

Duc to vanous conquests and consolidatIon dunng Al3uddul's rClgn the number of nunlS were farthcr 

IIlcrcased dllnn~ the r~lgJl of Naslnlddm Nusral hall. He struck COUlS from a doten mints t:..xcluding 

Danld d,ub alld Khaz:lIlah Abdul Kanl1l In Ills Corpu,I' g:'lVe sevcn millIS for Nusrnt Shah IIlciudlllg 

NUSr:l. l:tbad it nc\\ Imlll Slaned by Nusrm rind IS Identified w ll h a Mahal of Ihe same name III S:trkar 

Ghoraghat ofth\.' AIII-I -j-\kban Othe! than these. SIX ncw I11l1lts of NUSr.lt came [ 0 light through Ius COlliS 

Thcy arc Chalg:lOll. Arbn. Kh:mabad. MUSlafabad. Oawabad and 'Ars.'lh Among these miniS Chatgaoll IS 

Idenlical \\ ilh Ch.uagong bUI olher five mlllt 's location arc d.fficul t to assign 11le reading of Arkan IS 

doubtful II could be.: a corrupt form of Barbakabad. 'Arsah, namc of an adllllnlSIT"3livc UOII and normally 

used as till adJeclI\e 10 quahf~ a place as 'Arsah atgaon or Khiua Lnkhnautl But plam 'Arsah In Ihe.: coins 

of Nusrat IS a questIon Whe.:ther It was name ofa pl.:tc,,:, IS nOt cemull . It Illa) be pre.:sulllcd that th t.: C0111S 

beanng Ihe namc 'Ars<lh \\ere struck for the 'Arshahs III gcnerid . Khalrabad and MUSlafabad. Iwo pl::lcr.:­

nalllc.5 no doubt but could not be Idcntdicd. llle.: nllnl Oa\\abad <I coll1plelr.:l~ nc\\ !lallle for Sull:1Il1 COIllS 

of Bengal. II could be rc.'ld as Do Abad :a lso and Illa} be Idenllfied WIth Deopara Of Dohar (Ihe fllld pl.:tce 

ofthc hO<lrd) or De.:\\gaoll ofSarkar PtlllJraJl or ark<lr Sonargaon or Sarkar Ch:ugaoll respcctl\cI~ ". 

Dunng the short rule of AkwddUl Firuz minIS werc reduccd and COlIlS with only seven minlS of thiS penod 

\\ert.: disco' ered Ghl~ :lsuddin Mahmud. t1,C l:lst ruler of Husain Shahi dynasty also struck coms from 

various milliS of IllS fathds tlll1 t.: and one Il t.:\\ nllnl of his peri od IS Rahindabad Badrpur but the locallon IS 

not kno\\ II. 

111creforc. :tlllhe.:s\.' nllnt cllles and Khazanah :U1d Dar ud darb were functlonll1g dunng Sultanl penod 10 

l11eellhe d~'mancl of Ihe COUIlI!) Il lS slr.ll1ge that the volume oflhe.:se Sll\er CO ins :lppc:lr al.:t Illlle \\he.: 11 

commodllU':S \\Cle cheap and ge.:lle.:ral people dId nol need an~ co illS The kellin \\as suffiCient for lhelr 

sund!) purchases So the purpose of the huge number of CO ll IS IS a bIg question. 

Thc tc.xls of COIll legends of the uhalll period show Ihal hke the mediaeva l monarchs the Bengal $ult:lns 

weTe.: prolecto~ of the rel Igion They claimed themselves as the succor of Islam and the Muslims, hclpe.:r 

of Isl:l1l1 Md helpcr of the commander of the believers 11lC~ lI se.:d to IIlscribe Kalnna and such words 

\dllch relate.: 10 Isla l11. Musli ms. Kh:lIif.:t . or Khahfal Allah , even some of thi!1II proclaimed Khnhfa If all 

these claims an! talo.en lO be.: tnte then It may be presumed thJt the ultans were up holde.:r of the Islamic 

faIth and proteclors of the Muslulls Generall y It Illay be assumed that religion had all 111lponant rolc in 

soc le t ~ and the n licrs nblded b~ the practices of Islam n.t Ie.:Jst publici , other., Ise stich c1:l.ims would not be 

" Abdul q:1(ht. ~ D:lnt Nur" /)al/llk S(msruIII (datl~ Nc\\sp;lpcr III Bangia). JlIl~ II)K7 , (d1lcd 3.5.7 Jtl l~ ) . 
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made 011 the COlliS The l:ulgU:lges of coin h::gcnd IIldlcate thai th ey ruh::d III the n:lJlle of religion. the 

Islamic Shan'a \\as III practi ce as 'Kharaj' was illentloned on the COllIS Until ;'Is irudd in Nusra('s rule this 

trend of n:llglolis atlili::atlolls was follo\\ cd. It \\as Nusrat who com pletely ab;tndoned such religlolls 

epllhets fromlh e CO llIS altogl..1her for the firsltlnt!.! 

1110Ugh the Sult:ms' all"':SI:lIICe WJ S to Isbill :1lld religion slllIlhe local non· Muslll11 people \\ere loral to 

them aud JOII1II~ stood against their foes whenever needed Il yas Shah and Ibndar fought the IInpcnal 

Deihl SultansJo lllll~ \\llh local peop le I1llhe vcr) carl)' pltase of the Bengal Sultan:lt 

Local people \\cre nOll convcrsant "illt ArabiC \\h lch was the language ofth!.! coin legend throughout the 

Sultani period In all Illt!.!rlud!.! dunng these t\\'o hundred years of the Sult3JU rule Raja Ganesha Introduced 

COIilS III the "enHlcular languag!.! lor twO to three years, but this cou ld not create any unpact 0 11 fhe cOinage 

systcm dunng Ih!.! Suitall:'11 penod 

About the trade and commerce of 8!.!llgal It may be n:m!.!lllb!.!r!.!d thaI dUTmg Ih!.! Sena penoo. cxtemal 

trade appears 10 ha\'c cO! tl !.! 10:11\ cud a.nd a sort of rural economy chamct!.!Tlzed the life of thc p!.!ople!l It 

may also be remembered Ihal com (s ikka) was the prerogative of Mushm sovereignty Probably from the 

\'ery 10IIIai slage cams sened as a medIUm of exchange also First cltallon of business IS found in the 

connectIon \\uh B.:llban's pursuit ofTughnl.ll1erc is evidence ofMllitaf) Supplier grou p IIlllle lIle.dence 

of Tughnl's nlghl froUl Ihe IInpenal forcl.:S that some grocers through \\holll the Imperial troop gal the 

trail and Iraee of Tughnl l' Therefore, the evcnt UldlC'aIt .. "S that durlllg Tughnl's lime COllllll eree of Bengal 

rcached to a hlghl~ organi zed poml Durlllg the early Muslim period there were ups :md downs about 

trade !lnd commerce of Bengal and somelmlC5 fhal was shattered by the onslaughl oftlte Illlpcnal troops 

of Dellll But after the mdepcndcnce particularly from the time of M:thmud Boghrah the commerce of 

Bengal graduall~ got Impet us. \\ Illch further enhanc!.!d \\ Ilh the foundatIon of the Independent Sultanat 

Impol1:tnt pons like Sal~Flon , Sonargaon and Chatg..'lon began to funct ion At least thlrty·five mint towns 

were fill1cll olllng dLlrlllg tins pcnod nlese indicatc Bengal's sound economy and rcvl\"al of Bengal's 

manlllne COllllllerce :lIld her con nectIOn \\ilh Ihe dtfTercnl l):trts of the \' orld. According 10 T:uafdar ' 

Musl llll mit.: \\as n.:s l}ollslbh.: (or bnnglllg Bengal back the rural 10 urban phase of CI\ Ihu tlOIi b;l.~cd all the 

IIItroouctloll or nl o ne~ \:COIlOIll~ ,1'1 Rcpons of Ibn SalUla. V:lftlicma, TOllle PIres and Chmcss sourCC$ 

spokc ll1ghl~ about Oeng,:ll 's sound trade and commerce 

I ~ M RCI .. 1111 K:ml1l.~ HIIS,WI $hall1 A1110ler Klchhu BISlusht:l Roupya Mudm: Ekli Pou),.dochona.H (In B,lIlgia), 
t:"o:.(n.~~\· In ,I/('",or\, of Tornjifor. Dhaka univcrsity, 199~. pp.6~-69 and 74 
" USB. P 2\1 . Nlh:u RUIlj:111 R;I~ , lIall}!aflr /lIh(l,~. p.199. 
, .. Rlya:. I)P!< 1·1l2 
''I I-IS6, P III 
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Ibn B:l.Iuta VISlh.:d Rcng.,' L1l 1J-I6C E and he saw a Chinesc Shi,) (Junk) III Sonargaon bound for Java He 

IIlformcd th~l t go ld CO lliS wcn; also III usc III business ~I\ Ihm \llIle In Sonargaon and COIlIlIl Udl\ICS Wl;fC 

ve l) cheap In Bengal He told us that nowhere L1l the UllI\ ersc did he sec a count ry where comLllocht u.!s 

sold so cheap :lS III B!.!ng:lI!" Both agricu ltural and Illdustnal plOducts \\cre produced III abundance ~lIld 

were exported to the fon.:agll cOUlHries. 111C mam items wen; cOtlon cloth, fice, and sug:l f We ca ll get a 

clear picture of BCllg;I I's exports ;lIId imports to Chilla from the Chillese sources and these n:ve,ll that there 

'\as 3 good tr:lde cOlllh:cllon bl.!l\\1.!1.!1l the t\\O countries dUflllg fifh:enlh cent ury 

Bcngal LtllpOrIS frolll ChUla \\Cfl.! go ld , Sil ver. satin r.,bnc, coloured laOi:ta , blue and \"lIte I)Orcei:ull, 

copper COlIl. musk. H:rm Llh on, qUick silver, grass mats and paper. On the other hand Bengals e.xpons to 

China wcrc muslin. spl.!clally ban~l, pearls, pn:cious stones, horse, horse saddles with gold and Silver work 

on them, opaque vc.ssds \\ ith gold cngravlllgS. broad-cloth (Sakclat), woolens (sot). rhllloceros homs. 

crane's heads. klllgfis her's fcathers. crystal sugar. fi.lllkmeen se. black coarse cotton cloth. COHoll "el\et, 

parro1.S, parrot bcal..s. coarsc rhubarb. ghanl\\ood, catechu, ebony, sap:Ul\\Ood. pepper and art:ca-nut.~1 

Hurapras.1d Ra~ rdates that 'the mode of procurcmclll was on exchange or cash payment' , He also opll1cd 

that balance of plymel1l "as III Bengal's favour in VICW of China's import of la rge number of 3rticles: l
, 

Beng~11 gencral1~ tool.. gold ;lIld precious metals III exchange for liS cotton. silk st uffs :md other 

COrnI1l0dltl es :~ 

M A R.1hlllllllforms uS qllOtlllg Rnlph Fitch that the export Items of Sonar gao II pon was cotton cloth and 

nlllch flee to sen e all of India . Ce) 1011, Pegu. Malacc~l, Sumatr:l and man y other pbces!-l 

From Satgaon port the Portuguese merchants alone lo.,dcd tlurt)-five ships \\ Ith flC·e., cotton-stuffs, ilc, 

sugar. long plppel . IIIlr;lbolans etc"' Varthcm:t informed us that every year fifty ships ladell wi th cotton 

and sLlI.. stulTs sailed from the CIt) of Bcnga lah . According to Ibn Batuta Btll!;::I1 expolls fl el.! to Maldives 

In exchangc of ~·tl/m \'l1dl\- \\llIch "cre used in Benga l as currency:" 

For a ll IIIIS C~POr1 participation of the generZlI people, irrespcct of f:tnm:rs or artisans (\\I.:avers), was a 

must and through \helr t; fforts Bengal bt;C~HllC a prosperous coulllry . 111e nch and higher c!:lSS people of 

Ihe sOC let~ \\I;rc Iht; buslIlI.:ssmen and providcr of capl lal 111C) also orga l1l lcd the big busllless. The 

general pcopl\: \\crl.! engaged \\'1111 production and slllall scalt.: buslIlcss 10 iL nk up Ihe big exports Barbosa 

" Ibn BallLta R,MfI , Tr.ms 111 COI"~: Llld ChronoloID . pp 115-116 
=1 HamprnSld RII~ , TI'(/c!" alld Dlplvm(lcy ill JI/(Jm Chllm ReII'JtIUII.~, .:1 SIUIIy vI Bellgo! during the Fifteellth Century. 
New Deihl Radian! Publishers, 1993 , p.114. 
~! Ibid. P 121. 
Cl Muhallllllfld Abdu r Rahim . .'\oc/OI (/11(/ CU!furnll-hMor,1 v181."'II801. Vol I. (hellccforth SCHB). Kamchl , Pakistan 
HiStorical SOC I C t ~ . I l)(, ' . P W9 
!" 'bid. pp 3IJX-WIJ. Purchns· Hls Pilgrims. Vol X, p. t85 . 
.:.~ SCHB. p jl)l) 

:" Quoted III ()II ,110 ' /JII( 111mI'. p :'11 
)0 1 
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writes abow the ~'I usilins of the city of BcngaJah that "llley are all great marchants, and own large ships 

o f the same bUIld as those of Mokah,,21 Eaton'S COllllll cnt In this rcgard IS worth mentioning, "Clearly. 

Bcng:1I h:ld become ;1 major cenlre o f ASian Irude and manufacturell 

Bengal maintained tlus fa \or:l.bl e trade alllhrough the Muslim period . As the ba lance o f tmde was m her 

favour there \\3S:\ la rge flo\\ of gold and precIOus metals and this has been c.. .. prcsscd by Alc. .. andcr Dow 

that 'Bengal was considered 3.$ a sink where gold and s il ver disappea red without the lcast prospect of 

rctum,:9 

! ' Haklu)':n SOC lc t ~ . VoL II. pp. I·H-145, quoted in SCHD, p. 3%. 
Z1I Rich:lrd M Emon. Thl' RiSt' "lIs/alii (lilt! ' he &ngnl Fl'oll"el'. 1 2U~-1 760 .0x.ford . I '.}93_ 1" Indian cd.I '}\)4, New 
Deihl' Oxford Unl\crsllY Press. P:lpcm:lck Indian cd l lJl)7,p 1)1 
~ AIeXiinder OO\\ . /lId""'/(III. p CX III. quoted It1 SCHB. p. 4U2. 
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Chapter 6 

Conclusion 

The prescill slUd~ pn:scnts ::t cntlcal anal ysIs Qflhc coinage or lhc SultaJ11 penod of Bengal and a complele 

chronology of the IIldcpcndenl Sullans of Bengal covering the period of two ccnluncs from 133ij to 

1538CE on me baSIS of their com-legends and IIlfOrmatlO1l gleaned (hrough the study It also presents the 

chronolog~ of Ihe govcrnors 3nd l'onunc hunters who procla ln1cd Independence In Bengal prior to Ihat 

from 120510 l 33lSCE 

The study has rc\ calcd Ihe history ofSuham Bengal from 1205 up to 153liCE based on the analysIs of the 

cOinage and com-l egends of the penod 111e study revealed three new Sultans of Bengal not knoll" 

earher Ghl~ 3SUddlIl l usra!, hah (dated 737AH). Qutbuddlll Azam Shah and a5lruddln Ibrailllll Among 

these three on l ~ Ghl) a5uddin usral has been Identified and hiS rClgn has been located by hiS com's dale 

But the other 1\\0 Sultan's coms do not bear any <btc and on ly one. the last among the three bears a mini 

name Mu'av.a mabad Therefore, the last two sultans' Identity and (lldr reigns have not been ascertained 

but undoubtcdl ~ they \\ erc Bengal Sultans as evidenced in their coin style and Icgend. Apart from those 

nllers sorne ad\ I.!nlurcrs' mllnes havc come to light whose Identit ies have been reassessed They arc 

Jnlaluddlll M::.hlllud. \\ho \\as once Idenllflcd as one of the SOilS of Shamsuddm Firuz (700-72211300-

1322). Shamsudd1ll O;luJat hah (d;ltc uncertam) and Kinnan Shah (dated 71911319) Moreover. the 

regnal names of the kllo\\ n rul ers havc been corrected by their coin legends. For example Ali Mardan's 

regnal naml.: shou ld be 'Ruknuddm' Ali Mllrdan Instead of Alauddin. likeWise Tughril's name should be 

'Mu'luuddlll' IIlSIc.'ld of 'Mug llisuddlO'. Sikandar II 's (SOil of Nasiruddin Mahmud) flUllle should be 

Nuruddlll or (he M::.hmud hohis (so called Latcr l1yas Sh::UlI) and Abyssi man rukr Mahmud bill Firuz's 

regnal tlt lc should be QUlbuddln Mahmud 

Thl.: stud~ has brought to light for the first ume some ncw COllllllCmoratJvc COlliS of the rulers, like the 

K,7rch mard .'ibiihi. cOins of Fath hah. Kamla mardan COinS of Muzaffar Shah. Fari; Kc;mf5 (or Kamta 

Fath) and (1/ 1(l1I~1" Kiimni II{I KamIah Ma .Iiijnagar (wnhoul Onssa). COinS of Alauddll) Hus.lUl hah and 

1"hlll Mardan COUlS of Naslruddlll Nusral. Alauddin Firuz and Ghi yasuddin Mahmud Sh::Ul or the 

Husalnl fanHI~ 

303 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



This stud) has endc;l\lotm:d to tYPify the Bengal Sultans' gold coms, which h:ld so far been neglccted for 

proper deliberations \\ nhln the fold of Bengal COinage A select catalogue: of coin was made based on the 

com legends and both lhe gold and si lver coms wcre Iyplfied accordingly 

Some: COinS of the Suhans have been Identified wllh the yea r mcludlng month 1l1e month Sh'aban all the 

COin of Ba):tl.ld and the month Sha,\waJ on the COlli of Flruz bill Bayazld and Rabl 1 on the cOins of 

Jal:duddm Muhammad Shah may be menlloned which arc known for the first time From the discover) of 

new COmS and ho.,rds and re- readlng ofthc old ones new information has been gathered which revea ls the 

conditIOn of trade and cOlllmerce of the period as well as the condi lions of foreign t:rade and economy_ 

Some COIllS of' 111.."\ shapl.: and t)pe along with somc ncw mmlS have come to light The shape of camS of 

the Sullam Bcngalls round as a convention bUI the present study revea led a ulllquc shape which IS kno\\u 

for the first lillie 11\ Bengal A hexagonal COin and an eight petalled coin of Sultan Jalaluddin Muhammad 

arc 1o,0\\n for the first llOu; These two shapes nc"c.r reappeared In SuitaIll COlliS of Bengal nor III the 

coms of an) other Mushm rulers in India LikeWise three unique higher denominational C()ms of the 

Suh.ani pl.!riod M\C. come to hghl a two lanka gold COlO of llyas Shah and 1\\ 0 3nd tl.!n tanka Si lver cams 

of Jalaluddlll Muhammad Shah have becn discovered 

AI h:ast fOllr compictel) nc\\ mint names. wh ich have bl.!c.n known for Ihc fi rsl tllnC as well as scvcl.llnc\\ 

dales The millIs arc SII,nndnrabnd. 03kh ll BanJ:lh)n h .t#:'~» . O:l\\abad (.)~ r,,») or Oo;:tbad and 

Madaran IMandata"1 Some of the COlO legends which were e.1rlier 1I11src:td from the time of Blochmann 

10 the present da~ h;1\ L.: been corrected. c.g 'yad-I-Hurmazad' whIch IS clearly 'Tlrhut Ma.rda.n' 

The theSIS has enriched our kl1o\\ll.:dgc In tilt! field of nUlll lSmallcs of Bengal The. fractional com In sll"l.!r 

(\\h"h are Important and I'3re) of the Sultam Bengal have also been dl$cusscd It IS hoped lhal (his 

resea rch will encourage others to take the subject for further research. 
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Appendix: I 

An "I) to O:t te Chronology of the Sultans of Bengal 

Governors or usurpers \\ho procl.:umed Independence and struck COins In Bengal 

SHlit 

Sulran Ruknuddlll 'All f\hrdan 
ultan Ghl )asuddlO 'I\\ad 

Sultan Mughlsudd ln Yuzbak 
Su ltan MU'lloUddlll Tughnl 
Sullnn NnslruddlO Mnhlllud 

(Bughra Khan, Son of Balban) 
Sultan bl3luddtn Mahmud 
Sultml Rukhnuddlll K;ukaus 

(Son of Bught:. Khan) 
Sultan ShamsuddlO Fln.l l 

Sultan Ghlyasuddlll Bahadur 
(Son of FlruZ) 

Independent "hans of Bengal 

Mub~rak Sh~hi 5 

Sultan Fakhruddlll 'Iubarnk Sh:lhl 
Sultan I k llll ~:mldd i n Ghazl 

(Son of Mubarak Shah) 
Sultnn 'AI :mddll1 'All Shah 

lIyas ShRhis 

Sultan S halllsudd!llIl~a!. Sh:lh 
Sultan Sikandar Shah (I) 

{Son of II ~ as} 
Sultan Ghlyasuddlll A'z.'un Shah 

(Son of Sil.andar) 
Sultan Salfuddtn Hamz:\h 

(Son of A'lam ) 

Bllyttzid Snhis 

Sultan Sluhabuddlll Ila~ ;;wd 'huh 

Sultau 'AI3uddm FII'UL (I) 
(Son of B:n aZld) 

Duration 

607 - 609/1210 - 12 12 
6 16 - 624/ 121 9 - 1227 
(,52 - 65511254 - 1257 
67K - 6W I2K9 - 12S I 
6H6- 6S9/ 1287- 1290 

687 - 68811288 - 12H9 
689 - 69911290 - 1299 

700 -7221 130 1 - 1322 
722 - 725/1322 - 132; 
728 - 730/ 132S - 1330 

737 - 75011336 - 1349 
750 - 75311349 - 1352 

741-744/ 1340 - 1343 

744-7 H/ 1343 -1 31 7 
758 - c .79 1/ 1357 -c 13S9 

c 792- 81 3/c 1390- 141 0 

81 3 -81 5/ 141 0- 141 2 

815- 81711 412- 1414 
(S. 'ban 8 15AH) 
8 171 1414 
(Shawwal IS 17 AH) 
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Houlit of RajH GHI1l"sh 

Sult;m Jalaluddm Muh:unlllad ·hah (Jadu) 
( on of G3I1CSh) 

RaJ(l Ganesh all\3S Dal1uJln,:lof(bn Dc\ 

Raja Ma.hc.-ndra Dc\ 
( on of Gnnesh I 

uhan 1alaluddlO Muhammad Shah (Jadu) 
( on of Ganesh, 

Sultan Sh:ullsuddln ,\ "mad Shah 
(Son of Muh3nllllad) 

Suh:tn Ghl\JSuddll1 usrat Sh:th (I) 

Mllhlllud ShAhis (Lsuer lIy:u hahi) 

uhM 3SIruddll1 Mahmud (I) 
Suh.3Jl Ru~ntlddlll B3rb~ Shah (I) 

(Son of Mahllludl 
Sultan h:unsuddlO Yusuf Shah 

( on of Barb3k) 
Sultan uruddll1 Silandar (II) 

( on of ~hhmud) 
uhan blaluddll1 F:Jth Shah 

(Son of Mahmud) 

Abyssinians 

Suhan Ghl~3Suddln Barbak.sh3h (I I) 
l hah-zad.lh B:lrb3k) 

Sulmn .ufuddlll Fmlz Shah (II ) 
Sul lan Qilibuddin Mahmud Shah (II ) 

(Son of Fmlz II ) 
Sullan Shamsuddln Muzaffar Shah 

tlusain h!t his 

Sultan 'Alauddlll Husain hah 
Sultan Naslrtldthn /'Iu5ml Shah (II) 

(Son of Hus:lIn) 
Sulta.n 'Alauddln Fmlz Stuh (III) 

( on of usm!ll) 
UhM Ghl\3Suddm Mahmud (II I) 

(Son uf 1I \I$ul\) 

KIK· KIY1I415· 1416 
(Robl' I. 81K. lSI teml) 
819·82011416 - 1417 
(1339·1340 Soka) 
82011417 
(1340 Saka) 
K21·K3611418·143 
(2nd tI.:rm) 
K36· K3711433· 1434 

83711434 

K37 - K6311~34 . 145Y 
864· 87S11459· 1474 

879 - 88511474· 14KO 

88511490 

886·89311481 - 1486 

K9311486 

893· 89611~86· 1490 
K961 1490 

896· KYSl1490· 14Y3 

899-92511494-1519 
925 -93S11519· 1532 

93K - 93911532 

939·94511533· 153K 
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Appendix: 2 

Analysis of Percentage of Gold and ilve .. in the Coins of the Sultans of Bengal 

In 1999 ele ven si lver coins of different Bengal Sultans were chemically analyzed as a part of a 

doctoral dissertation of Dhaka University by MJahan, in Chemistry The method used for Ihis 

analysis was x-ray fluorescence spectroscopy The objective was 10 get the relative ratio of alloys 

pre-sent in the coins 

These coins cover Ihree dynasties viz lIyas Shahi, Mahmud Shahi (Later Ll yas Shahi) and 

Abyssinian mlers. The names of the individual mler with his coin/coins and the contents in their 

respective coins are shown in Ihe chart given bellow 

Table I: Results of Analysis of Silver Coill s by XRF. 

Name 01 the Concentration in %w 
Sultan Date Fe Cu Zn Ag Au Pb 

(i ron) (copper) (zink) (silver) (gold) (lead) 

lIyas Shah C 1350 - 022 - 570 1.20 0.16 
CE 

-
Sikandar Shah 1382 o 13 o 12 - 42.1 0.77 0.12 

Sikandar Shah C. 1390 o 10 0. 13 58.2 0.75 0.07 

Nasiruddin 1455 0 06 02 76.4 1.10 0.25 
Mahmud 

, 

Ruknuddin 1468 - 075 I 80.1 1.00 0.49 
Barbak 

YusufShah 1479 0 08 0.76 0.08 727 0.98 1.26 

Yusuf Shah 1474-8 1 0. 10 1.1 2 0.09 674 0.93 1 0 1 
1490 

Fath Shah - 037 - 59.3 0.97 075 
149 1 

Fath Shah - 068 - 585 1.39 0.97 
1490 

Fath Shah - 058 - 60 4 0.93 0.92 
1487-90 I 

Saifudd in Firuz , 
I - 0.74 - 79.0 0.93 0.71 
; 
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Sikandat's two coins are from the same mints, Firuzabad, but of diITerent types and dates . Yusuf 

Shah's two coi ns are of the same mint , Dar ud Darb, but of different dates~ Jalaluddin Fath Shah's 

three coins are of three diiferent mints, Dar ud Darb, Khazanah and Fathabad of two dates nle 

above Table l shows that silver coins of the ultani period contain in average 0 51% of coppet. 

about 65%of 511\ er and almost 1%( 995)of gold and 0 61% of lead. It may be mentioned that the 

COIll included in thi s study were the coins of a span of roughly 150 years from 1342-1490 C E, It 

may also be mentioned here that the concentration of each sample (coin) does not amount 100% 

in this analYSIS due to some technical problems1
. The lowest content of silver percentage found in 

the coin of Sikandar Shah, which is 43% and the highest , found in the coins of Ruknuddin 

Barbak Shah. which is of 80% 

Momtazur Rahman Tarafdar reponed the analysis oftive gold coins of the Bangaladesh National 

Museum. in an article in 19993 Among these five coins only Fakhruddin's gold coin is of 97 to 

98 % of punty The other four rulets', viz Jala luddin Fath ,Shamsuddin Muzaffar. Nasiruddin 

Nusral and Ghiyasuddin Mahmud,coins are of 100%purity. Therefore, it is reasonable to hold the 

view that Bengal Sultans maintained all through It high standard of purity for their gold coins. 

Tarafdar presumed III hiS article (p 162) that coined gold had a direct function in relation to 

foreign trade The retention of the gold coin's highest purity for over two hundred years indicate 

the precious metal 's continuOUS supply from abroad in exchange of the industrial products. Which 

may be the result of the political stabili ty. he opined. Tarafdar also opined that innux of huge 

Latin American sil ver 10 the European and Asian world in the sixteenth century probably 

affected the ralio between silver and gold coins which became extremely overvalued in the 

eighteen th and nineteenth centuries and as a consequence most of the gold coins have been 

melted down4 This may be the reason for di scovery of only a small number of gold coins. 

I SAM Mono\\ar 1<1h:lII. Ph\·.(tco-Chenllcallnv~J(lgaflonJ for lite- (.'o"sava/wn of'\ fuseultl Objt!cI.~ alld 
IN hllf!lI/lIgU;(I/ \/nff t"(lI, " l l1an!Zlade'-h. Unpublished thcsls ror the degree or Ph 0 III Chenusuy or the Dh:tku 
~ 1I1\ CrSIl) 19'.15. p ,51 . T;lblc 1 1 
- tbld. P 56-. Dr Jah;1II el;lboratcty cxplamcd lhe causes. 
j M.R. Tar..udar. "TIle Gold COlllagc and TIle Currency System in pre-MughllJ Benga t." Crllturall/l/f!r (l(.:tiu/I fIJ 

South Asia_ (cd) 5.1 A.Tml1ll.l.Ncw Dclhi.1993.p I72A. Table-II . 
· Ibid.p. 162. 
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Tablt' 2: The Gold Coin of Pre-Mugh:tl Bengal in Ihe Na tion:.1 Museum. Dhaka 

Sultans Date Mmt Weight Purity of Rema-rkS 
Gold 

Fakhruddin 737 I Sunargaon 168.82grains 9658% to 
Mubarak 97 49% 
Shah 
Jalaluddin 886 Fathabad 16332 100% 
Fath 
Shamsuddi n 896 Khazanah I 16250 100% 
Muzaffar ! 

-~--

Nasiruddin 922 Disappeared 163 40 100% 
Nusrat 
Ghiyasuddin DIsappeared Disappeared 16507 100% 
~I~uq -

DrawlIlg of any conclusive resu lt based on only fi ve gold and eleven silver coins' sample analysis 

is not reasonable or desire.ble. But the coins are of different periods. of a span of two centuries 

and one and half centunes respectively. So, agreeing wIth both M. Jahan and Tarafdar we may 

conclude thaI there was no convincing example of coin debasement during the Sultani period of 

Bengal 
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Appendix: 3 

Bengal Sultans with their oiu Tilles 

Sultan All Mardan Khal" (607-fi09/1210-12 12) 

• as Sul~5nu'l mu'azzam Ruknu'd duny5 wa'd dIll abu'l mu~ffar 'Ali Milrdan, 

ulj;JIJ GllI\ilsuddJll 'l\,ad KllAJu (6[6·62211219·1225) 

• as Suitanu'l InU'37.Z:Ull Oillyhsu'd dunya wa'd dill abu'l fatl) ' I wa~ bin 31 J:t usyan ll~lru am:ri'l 
mU'lnlllm 

• 3S Sul!:lllu'l a'z,,'un Qbly~u'd du nya wa'd din abO'1 futIJ ' Iwag bin at Husayn qaslnlU ami ri 'l 
mu'munin SulVlnu's Sala~m . 

Sultan MucillSUddlll YUlb.k {652-fi5511254-1257} 

• as Sul!5I1u'l a'~111 Mughl~lI'd dunya wa'd din abu') fau.1 YUzbak as Sul~an n~iru amln'l mu'mmln 

• as Sul!fmu'l u'¥1m Mughi~u'd dunya wa'd din abii'l mu~fTar YUzbak as SuJ~ful 

• as Sult,nnu'l 3'~m 1u'izu'd duny5 wa'd din abu'J mu?-Uffar Tugbril as Sultan 

Sultan Nasln.lddlll Mahmud BlIKhrn (686·68911287·1290) 

• as ult:l.llu'l a'Z!lm N5:slnl'd dunya wa'd din abu'l mu~ffar Mru,llllUd as Sui!fm bin as Sui~an 

Sultan J.J.1;lIuddlll Mahmud 1681·68811 ~~} 

• as Suitanu'l a'7"am Jalalu'd dunya wa'd di n abU1 mu¥ffar Mal.unUd as Sul~ bin as Sul~;i'n . 

5uJun Ruknuddlll Kalkaus (Son Qr Mahmudl 689-69f.)/ 1290-1299 

• as Sul,nnu'l a'~'1ll Ruknu'd duny5 wa'd din abU'l mu~ffar Kayka'us as Sul~ bill as Sul~al1 bin as 
Su ltiin 

Sl1 l(311 Shamsuddlll Daula( Shrul 6-?lJ2·- ? 

• as Sulj5nu'l a'~a ll1 Sbamsu'd dunya wl'd din abU'1 mu~ff:lf Dnwlat Shah as S~il1 

Sultan ShUI1lSlldd1l1.F..I~ 700-7221IJOO- I322 

• as ul,5:nu'l :l"~,al11 Shamsu'd dunyi wn'd dIn abu'lmuzaff"ar Firiiz Shnh as Sui~ 

Sultan Shl b.buddJnJ~ulili ~~b..shah (,on of Elruz) 717-7 WI) 17-1) I~ 

• as Sull,anul <J'¥"I1ll !ililhihu'd dunya wa'd din abu'l mU?-lffu.r Busb.drul Sbah as Sul~in bill as sultfti1 
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Sul l;1n Jalnluddlll J:,. U Ill :Ul Shah 71 W 1319 

• as Sultanu'l a'zam Jal51u'd du nya wa'd dill abu'] muza ffar Kinnan Sh!lh as Sultan. . . . - , 

Sultan GllI\asuddl!1 Bahdur Shah (son of Fmlz) 7 to-722/.1) I O· lJ1~ _(wuh fu1.h.I;r). (723 -724/ 1323· 1324 
& 72 ' · 7)011327· 1 '!l 

Sultan 'Alau'ddlO 'AI! Shah 741·74411 340-1343 

• as Sul!an u'l a '~am 'AI:iu'd duny15 wa'd d~n Abu ] mu~fTar 'All Shah as Su]~n s lkandaru~man ul 
m3!ill~u ~ b l ' II1 ;S ~ a l ar RaiJIl15n 11:r~ l ru ami"n 'l mu'nlinin 

1ubarak Shahis 

Sultan fakhruddin Mubar; tk Shah 737-75011 336-1349 

• as ul15nu'l a'zam Fakhnl'd dun)':! w::t'd din abu'l muzalT.'lr Mub5mk Shnh as Sultan yamlllu 
M.I:1llfa', A llah/~ ::!.minu ' lkh::!. l rfat n!i!;aru aml n '] mu'mmin' 

Su ltan lkhl l')amddl\l Ghazl Sb;t.1L7S0·753/ i349-1352 

• as Su IJOinu'l a~'\m I ~bti)(:'iru 'd du nya wa.'d dIn abU'J mu~ffar Gh5z1 ~hah as Su l~ bUl as Sui!an 
yaminu 'l khallfal nOslru amln 'l ma'minill 

IIY llS Shahis 

Sultan Sh::UllsuddlO 11\ ali Shah 744-75811 343-1357 

• as Sultanu '1 !ili5Z1 I as Sul~;inu ' l 'add S!}amsu'd dUllY:} wa'd d7n abu'l mu~ffar 1l)':lS Shah as Sul!5n 
Slkandar uS sani \;J minu'l kh l\if::!.1 aml n'l mu'mln1nl naslru amln'l mu'nllnin _ . - . 

s..u.n S,k.lld. r Shob 7 ;~. 791I'ilfll57·1 J89 

• as ~ul~ ::illu ' l l1~u'~m Sikandar Sh~h ibn lJ yas hnh as Sul~ yamiilu khallfut Allah lI~iru 
nnun'l mumlO lII 

• al nlllJallld fi s<:lb'i1 ar· Rtll.1Il1:in Shall Sikandar Ibn lI)'as $!I!i.h as Suhftn yaminu JsEalifat Allah 
Il~Sml amin'l lIIu'nunin. 

• abO'1 MUJ:illid Slkancia r Shah as Sul~5n ibnu'$ Sul ~iIn :lrl n~i ru Ii dlnilhi h aJ qahiru ada1 AJiah 

• al Ima m ::I I ;,'I'~:lm ubi"!'1 l1Iujnhid ' ikandar ~Iah as Su l ~'in yaminu kbalTfat Allah n~lru :llllin'l 
mU'lIun in 

• al \\5~ lq ba l a~~ l d ar Ral.1I113n aba'i Illujailid Sik::llldar Shall ibu lIyas Shah as Sul~a.n yamtnu 
{illali f;\1 AII5h n5~ml amin" mu'mlllin ghau§.u'll sI1m wa'l muslimin. 

• Sikandar SIiJ:h ibn lI yas Slt"5h as Sul~n yamtnu khaJifat Allah n~iru :unlri'l mu'nunin 
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• abU'] IllUJ51lld S,kand:l r 5115.h Ibn lI yas s..!15h as SulVin yaulitlu khaliral Al lah nli§U\1 amln'l 
mU' llUnlll g!]all! u'l lsitim \\:1'1 musilltl in 

Sul tan Ghl\ilSudd llJ t\ '.l.'1tU Shah 7lJ2'!-1S III I l1JO-14 111 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Sul tan Qtll~ii!u'd dUIl)TI wa'd din :lbU' ] mu ~.afTar A'~J I11 Sb!1h as Sul~5n 

aJ IllU\\.l ~ ~ Id baf5y~i'd ar RilQman QbiyaUI'd dunya wa'd dIn abu'! mu~ffur A'~111 S!l:lh as Sul!tln 
n!l~lru 'l l s liirn w:\'1 mushmln yaminu nmiri'l mu'minln. 

as Sul!:lllu 'l a '~lIn:l1 nlll\\n)~ ld b"I~Y)'ld al Malik ar Ratllnan Qbiy:tsu'd dunyil "a'd din abu'] 
mu~atrar A'~'\m Sb3h as Sul t:l.n nlSlni amin '] mu'mlOln Ghau~u 'llsI3m ",n'l musillnin 

31 nluway~ Id baw)') Id 31 l\b.lik 31 Mnnnan Ghi)'~u'd dunya w3'd din abo'l mU'FIlTar A'~m ~\!lh 
Ibn SIk3nd:u Sb:rh as Sultan n:tsiru amTri'l mummin ghausu'l l.slam wa'i muslimi"n . . -

as Sul!5nu'l ;t'~1m al llluwaYYld batay),idl'l Malik ar Ral,ll1l. n Gbiya:iu'd dun)' wa'd d,n abu'l 
lllu1 .. 1ffar A'l:UIl SNlh Ibn Sikandar shtlh Ibn Il vas Sh!lh as SuMn n351111 rollin'l mu'nun!n &bausu'l " _ . - . . 
Isl;rm \\!'I'I mushmin 

GltI ~ 5.~II 'd dUI1)a \\:l'd dill abjj'llllu?-3ffar A'3-''lm hah ibn SlkaJldar Shah Ibn lIyas Sbl1h as Sul!:in 
yamTnu kbalif:u Allah n~ml amin' l mu'mllllO Rh.aut u'llshim wa'l muslimin 

G.b1)3~1I'd dun~!l wa'd drn abu'l m~ffar A'~m ~h!l.h bill Siknndnr Sh'!h ibn 1I )':ls Sb1h as Sul~11 
al Imam \'aminll'l k!lalifat n~iru runln'l mu'minin 

all1lu\\a~~ld b;:& (5))ld ar Ra~mal1 Q.b1)-3.!u'd dUIl)a \\Ia'd din abn'l lllu ~ffa r A'~II\ Shah Ibn 
Sikandar Sh:l:h Ibn 1I)a. .. S...bl1h as Su l!!in yrunlnu khalTfat All~h l13!jiru autin'l mu'millin gl.lau~u ' l 
Iskim \\a'i muslllnin 

Sultan S,,[uddm H'll1zah Shah 813-815/ 141 0-14 12 

• Sa~fu 'd dUII~a \\a'd din abG" mu)ruud t la.mz.ah S!.lah bill A'~~un hah bin S.knndar Sbn.h bm lIyas 
Sb':1h as. ul!:tn n~ml am'ri'l mu 'min!11 s,b :lIIsu'llsI5m \\'a'i mushmin 

• al mll\\J~ ~ Id bat:i\ \ Id :lr Ka~ni5n S:l) fu 'd dunya \\:l'd dlil :lbii'l mU)5hld J.-I :tnll.:lh Shah Ibn A'?~11ll 
i5h as Sul!:fn n:I~In(l l s l ::r1ll \\'a' i mushmin 

• ;"II Imam al a'pm al b:lzil a~ fu 'd dun)'~ wa'd din abi"I'1 l1luJaiud I~alll z.ah Slt:\h as uhan yruninu 
~lalitJI /\ 1I5h n!i~101 amin'lmu 'minin SulJ~n us Salaliil Iskandar us };"i.ni 

• S~lIfud dunya w:t'd dln al mU)5hld fi snbil ar R."l~man \ilialifulu'l 'ahd wa'z zaillan tlamzah SP:1h as 
Sult.all \ aminu 'l ~1I1:rfat ni'lSlru :unln'l mu' mmin Sultnn 3S Salatln Iskandaru's ~I. 

Bayaz id hahis 

Sultan Sluhilbuddlil Ba\azld Shah 8 1 5-~ 171141 2-1414 

• al mU";t~) ld b:l 15.Y)' ld ar Rabmnn Siuh.;bu'd duny!( wa'd din abu'l mu~ffar B3yaiid ~lP.Ih as 
ul~!\n n~l ru amin'llIlll'minin g.tl:"lu~u'l Isl!'fm wa' i muslimln 

• as Sul15nu'l a'1':1111 31 Illu\\a\ \"ld ba 15\'\ ldi'l malik ar R.1~m':ln Shlh5.bu'd dunya \\ :l'd din abO'1 
1IH1 ~.a I t.·'Ir B5~ azid Sb~h :is S~i~n .. 
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• SJlIh:ibu'd dlln~ 3 \\a'd d~l nbU'1 mu~ffar B5yazid ~15h as Su l!5n 1I5~lru amiri'llI1u'lI1ll1ll1 QbaU§uJ 
1515111 \\:l'Il1Iuslimin 

Su itiUJ 'A lauddlll Fm!z bill DJv:ll.ld Shah 81711414 

• 'A 15"u'd dUll\u \\ :l'd diil abu'l mu~ff3r flrlll..s.b h bill Oaytlzid S!l5h:l.S Sul!iin , 

Sui!,;l!\ Jalaiudd!!Ltv ,hamillad hall K 1 M-SI W 1415- ] ~ 16 & 82 1-lS3 6(14 1 1S-1432 

• as Sul!3nu'l 'add Jol5lu'd dunya wa'd din abn'! mu~fTar Mul,l3mmad S,b.5:h as Sul!fin nl41n1 amin'] 
mu'nllnin .maut;u'l lsl5m w,,'1 muslim!n 

• Same as aboH! bUI oMiJ mlljo711d 111 stead of'abu'l muZo.'lfTar', 

• al mUJ:ilud Ii s.1bil ar RaJ.unan JalaJu'd dun~'!i \\n'd din abu'l mu~fTar Mui.13mmad ~lah as Su l ~an 
n~~lru .1lllin' llllu'min ln lilia~u ' l l s l5.m \\a'imuslunin 

• hlfilu'd dunya \\ n'd dIn abu'l mu~fTar Mu~al1ll1lad Shah as ul!-'in 

• al mu\\"an Id ba IliYYld ar RaJ)man Jal5lu'd duna)' wa'd din abu'l mu~ffar Mu~;ullmad htlh ns 
Sulpn 

• Sam.: a .. :abo\.: but at the i.:nd \\ llh (,btlll'/./(,hbiir 

• :1m\! as :Ibo\ c bUI :11 thc end Inslc;)d of abdul Jabbar\,lIalifal Allah n~lru ' l l s l all1 wa'i muslimin' 

• Sam!.! as abo\ c but 31th!.! cnl~difm Allah fI'l 3rd~1 n:i~ II'I '1 Isl5m \'13'1 musltmln' 

• Jalalu'd dun~n \\ :t'd din .,bii'l mU ?--"l(f3r MI.I!13Olmad Sh5h as I.II~n nar Klshar/Kisan :lbt.tr 

$\llll1n Shamsyddlll Ahmad Shah K36-X37/1432-14 33 

• £bamsu'd du n~J \\;J'd dil, A~I1l:ld Sbah bill Mul,l:llll1llad Sllah as Sul!Jn 1Ia..~ lru alliin I mU'IIIIIl;1l 
CiliJuo§u'! Islam \\ a'imushmin 

• as Sul\5nu'l a'~un Sh:unsu'd duny5 wa'd din .11 l1luJrrlud AI) mad Sllah Ibn Mu~ammad h:lh as 
Sul!fin 

• 31 mU\\';l~ ~ Id b.1I.l~~ Id ad Dayan Sbamsu'd dunya wa'd din abu'l mu;affur A~m:1d SNih Ibn 
Mul):1 mmad Sil, h 3S u]\~n Oil~lnJ mnin 'l mu'mlOln s.bauE.u'll sllim \Vn'l mushmin 

• J. ult .1llu'l :l.'7,:I111 Sh:UllSU'd dunya wa'd din 31 l11uJahid AI)mad Sbah ibn Mul,mmmad S}llUi as 
5ul1,5n n:tWlI :11ll1n'] mu'nunTn gbutlti_u'l lsklnl \\. 'I mushm'in 

Su ltan GllI\asuddin Nusr:!1 Sh:l.h X3711433 

• Cllil~~u 'd dun\ 'j \\a'd d;n :Ibtl'j mUJ:ihid NUSl"a1 ~lah Su l~:in 8 il l[l\l'1 must:)'!" wa'lmusl:I'5n 
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Mahmud SlllIh is 

Sultan Nas![\lddlll lahnlud Shah X37·X63/ 1433·14 W 

• as SulVin ~I 'add Nj~ml'd dun)3 \\{l 'd d~n abu'l mUj!ilud Mnhml.d Shah us Su l~5n nl mU\\a)' ~ Id 
batii~ \ Id ar R:11.lmfi n lillalil:11 ;\ lI!Jh bl' l 1,lIjj:11 wa'i burh:ln 

• NJ~ lnI 'd dun~ a \\a'd din .lbU'1 mUjalud Marymud Sbnh Su l~an al muwil)')'ld batS)') Id ar Ra!:un5.n 
\Wah fat Alltlh bl'l IJUJJ3t wt\ '1 burhan 

• N~tnl'd duml\ \\ad din abii'! mUJah ld Mal,1nlud Shnh lor Sh:lil Sul~anl n~lru 'l Isl:.im \1;;)'1 
mus!unill 

• ame as :ll>o\'c but (lb,;'1 Imqaffar instead of 'abu'l muj:1hld' 

• as Sult:H1 31 'add N5Slru'd dunya wa'd din abu'l mujahld Mnqmud Sb5h ns SU!!:in 

• Same as abo\ c but \\ Ith the :lddltlon ofQllau~.u ' ! l s l :im wa'! musllmi"1l 

• S:UIII: :t!o ,Ibm \.! but III add Ilion of t!:J.(IIIl.luO A 1161/11 mill/w illi It (l l lll!(I;udlll at tht: end. 

• Na IN'd dUI\~ 5 \\a'd din abu'! mu~ffar MaJ.unud Shah ul~an n1u'b ggh~u'l lslam W3" muslim," 

• N~lr h:lh Sul!511 naJ'b gha~ul l s l:im wa'imushmln 

• Na~ilnl 'd dUII~ 5 \\a'd dtn abu' I Mu~fTar Mal,IlllUd h. h Sultan ghau€u'llsl5m Wa'l lllusllllu-n 

Sllll;m Ruknuddlll Ih ,rbilk Shah 1\64·87IV 1459·1474 

• ;lS S,d!:ill IbIlU '~ $Ull:lll Rul..l1u'd dut1y5 ":.'d diil ~Ib [j '! mUJ5.lud Barbilk hlh Suh:tn lbll 1a1)l11ud 
Shah , IS Sul\3n 

• Ruknll 'd dllll~ ti \\3'd din abu'l muzaffar Barbak Sh:lh as Su!!.ln Ibn Mal.lnllJd Sbah as Sultan 

• 31 '5:1111\ :11 :1'd.,1 al a'¥ll1l a! mu'a.p;':l1l1 Barlxtk Sj}:ih Sul~an Ibn M~m(jd SlJ..'ih ul~:in . 

• Q:lrb JS Sul!3n al a'd:.1 al a'~m Biirbak ~!1h Sul\.1n Ibn Ma~mCld Sb:ili Sultan ldIaUa<b AII5.hu 
mull..ahu \\3 suh511ilhu 

• Ruknu'd dun~ :t w;l'd din abu'l IllUJfUlId Barbak S)eh Sul?n Ibn MaJ}mud Mh as Sul!!n • as 
ul!!ln Ibnu's tll,an 

• Ruknu'd dllt1 ~ :T \':I 'd dlil abu'lmuJtl:lud B5rb3k Sl~h SIII\aJl Ibn M:liullUd SJ!~ 3S Suillin &!Potul 
Isl:im \\:1'1 mushll1 in 

• Rulo..nu'd dUII~ 5 \\a'd din abu'! mllJ:ihld Birbak Sliah Sultan ibn Ma~Ill(ld 5.Mh as Sul!jn :\1 
IIIU\\ J~ ~ Id ba t J~ ~ Id ar Ral)Jnan khalrfat Allah bl'l QUJJat wa'i burh3.n 

• S:unc as 3bO\ e bUI uhii' 1t"'~a.UOI' I11stcad of 'abu'l MUJalud' 
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• SJIllC as abon; bUI In addi tion of na~'lf/I 'l /shim Wa'l lnll,\'llIm;) allhe cnd 

Sultan ShanlSlIddl1l YII~\lf Shah K:;tO-I$K5i 146{)-144() 

• S!lamsu'd d\lIl\;1 wa'd din abu'l Illujahld Yusuf ~h5h as Sul~an Ibn B5rbo.k SJinh Sulr.'ill Ibn 
Mal,lI1lud 511:-lh ns Sul~TIn 

• :um: ~s abo\!.: bUI /Ihn'/ mll;al/(1/' Inslead of'Muphld' , 

• Same as abO\!.: bUI \\ Ith t.hc addition of 'a 1 Illuway) Id bala},) Id ar Ra~ll1an ~\a ITfa t Allah bl'll,lUJJnt 
\\a'l burh5n' 

Sult<ln Nuru'd dill Slk:l.ndar II Shah ~X51l 4MO 

• as Sul~:i11 bill as Sul!:in Nuru'd duny:i wa'd d~\ abu'l nlujruHd Sikandar £.h3h SuJtan Ibn MaI.unud 
Shah SUIPlll 

Sultan Jalaiuddm£alh Shah X1SCt·X~3( 14X I -1487 

• J:tlalu'd duma \\;1'd din ;1bu'llllu~anar Fatl,l Sbah Sul!iin Ibn MaiunLid 5jl3.h :tS Sul~jll k:\ JUIlJ)d 
SJ,5.hi 

• 3S Sul t:in Ibl! as 5111~?in Jal3lu'd dUllya \\a'd din ::lbo', IllU¥1ffur Fall,l jt~h as Sul~~11 Ibn Mal:ulllld 
Sj:l:'lh:ls Su ll ;in !' lI\\:l~ad S!l:'lhi 

• as Sul!jl1 al I1lWKI\\War bl nun'l lIlustanvi II:ihl al Illukhntab Sul~:in az z5IHdln tr't )'aq~t ba 
I11Uslm~lId:lh agl Sh:llkhul mUJa\\ar 11 qadam ar RasQl JaIi1.lu'd duny:! wa'd din aba'! mUl.Jff.1r FatJ} 
Shah 3$ Sul!!!:n Ibn Ma~mnd Sb5h as Sul\iI'n. 

• 3S Sul!;\11 bm as Sul!3n Jaljlu'd dunya wa'd din abu'l mUJahld Fall) S_ha.h .\5 Sull5.n Ibn MaJ]f11Ud 
ah as Suli3n 

• amc as abO\!.: but "hli" nllqaffor Instead of'llluJahld', 

• Sam!'; as abo\c but 10 addmon of Kiichmard .'il1ahi :1t the. cnd. 

• Jal51u'd dun~n \\3'd dli, abul mU?-3fTar "a muridu'n Nabl wa n~iru ~~abih i Fa~ S.liTh as ultan 
Ibn r-.'Ia~lIniid ~l:"1h as 5ul\5n 

• as ' ul!all ush al~ h~r ba lIlund Ian :lbij \\'a khal1l1su a~hablhj ;\1 tU1allfat Allah l\i:,-n51 Allahl 
\\:1 II bu\\ a\ II hl!1I::lral \\a :.tkh9ar II Mlsr:11 mUIl;l,\,\ar \\a'i Gnff:rr Jal31u'd dun)'l wa'd dr.l abu'l 
mu zalT;lr Falh Sh5h :IS Sultan Ibn M"hnHld Sh h as Sultan. , .- , , - , 

Abyssini:lIls 

Sultan Ghl\':lsuddlll S:lfb\lk Shah ~93114lS7 

• Ghi)a~u'd dun~5 \\a'd dIll abu'l mu~ .. ffar Bi.'irbak h!lh as Suhan , 

SyltaJl Salfuddm flog Shah 893-X96/14X7-1490 

• ~'ufu 'd du n~;i \\ a'd dUI ab{i'll11u~ffar FII,iz ~li1h OlS 5uJ~n , 
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Sultan QUtbllddill Mahn1llilShah li96/1 49Q 

• QlI!bu'd dun~5. ":l'd din ;!.bii'lmu):lhld M::U~lIliid s..h~h as SII I,I511 ibn fmiz Slu'Ih as Sul!<ill 

Suliall Sb;Ullsuddul ~l l1 zanar Shah ~%,~YK/ 14 90-1493 

• 

• SlI;!'lllSlId du n~!l wad din abn ltnu~lT:lr MUr"ffar SbTth as Sul~:in , 

• FatlJul llIulk al 'jdil al mUJahtd Sa'du'd drn n~i ru :lJl1lri'l OIu 'nu nill abiJ'n na~r MtI~ffar Sb3h as 
Sul!?in 

Sultan Alauddlll H USll' n Shah lW9-1J251141J4,1519 

• as Sultan ~I 'adll nl b5zl1 waJadc Sayyidu'l MUfS:llln 'Aliiu'd du nya wa'd din nbu'l mu~ffar t:JU S:l~1\ 
~lnJl:lS Ul!:ill 

• O'IS Sul\anu'l ',idll 'Al5u'd dun~5: \\a'd din abll 'l ll1u~fTnr ~.Iw;ayn jlah Sul!5:n bill SaY~ ld A@r:lf31 
I:iU S:l~ III 

• 'Al5u'd dUII)5 \\<I'd din abu' I mu~lTar t:J uS3)n Sb!ih as Sul~1n 

• as ul.t:rn:ll F:ilt~1 \I Kamru wa K mlah wa j;ij nagar \Ya Orissa 'A laud dllnya wa'd din 3bU', 
nlllp ffaf ~usa~ n fl:Iusayn ~Mh as Sul~ bill SaYYld A~r:lral ':t us~yni , 

• as Sultan al lllulJ.\\ ... kkil 'a15 Allah OIl F5.lJl,l III Kiimrii wa'i Kanllah ba 'inayat Allah San Id 'A laud 
dun~a '''a'd din abu'l mu~fTar l~us.1.yn S!:tah as Sul~n , 

• as Sul!5nu'l 6 11!1 h Kamrii wa'i KamIah wa Jaj nagar ul 'Imi)'al Allah 'Alau'd dunya '\~I'd din :tbu'l 
mu~ff'nr 1,lusa\ 1\ S~5.h bill Sayyid AV.lraf al t!usayn'i 

• ::IS ul~un 'Al:\u'd dun)a \\a'd din :)bu'l mu~rrar ~1 1I s.'lyn ~lllh Sult!\n bin SaY) ld A~raf al 
!:tus,"" ni 

Sultan N;uanrddlll Nusrnl Shah 925-93811 j IY-1532 

• :ts Sul!5n Ibuu's Sul!:in N5~lru'd dunya w3'd din abu l Illu;aff:lf NU$m1 S,!!:lh bill l;Iusayn ~:lh as 
Sul1511 31 H U5a\ IIi . . . 

• as Sul!an bin as Sult;n N:i~iru'd dunya wn'd din abU"1 mu~ffar Nu~rat S!l!lh Sul!an ibn 1,lusayn 
SJlah Su1liin Sn~ ~ Id H USa)111 

5"11.1.11 Alauddm flGl l bill NusGu 93K-93911532-1 533 

• as ul!iill bill as Sul!:1n bin as Sul!in 'AI5u'd dUII)'u wa'd din ~abu' l l11u1:3fTar Finlz Shah 3S S\II! !1n 
bill NlI~ml S..l.i:th as ul!:in bill I:tusayn S,!lllh as ul!31l l~us:lYIll , 
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~II Gh l\asuddlll f>. l:Ihnmd Shah 939-Y4"t 533-!S31S 

• as ul!::iu Ibnu's ul!:in G!lIy.i~u 'd ~un~ 5: wa'd din nbii'l mu~'fTa r Mal.nllild h:\h lS Sul(jn Ibn 
',IUS3\ II SJrnh U..') \11!_IIl. Radar S.,bahl 

• Same as ::abo\c but OlnlUlng "Bad .. \ r shatu " 
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""" .,.JI 

\3 B5 Si lver In n circle Same as No. 12 ICB II , No.24 coin 
624 1.1 inch ..III .ul 'i no. 10 

168.2 ..»I Jr.) ~ Berlin. Coinage, 
grains ..»1 ~4 .,;'UiJI P. 18 

" .,.JI 1 
"""' .>" 

Coin No50A 
Margin: 
~J~ "" .l..y~ 

~J ~~J~) 

14 B6 Lakhnauti Silver Round In double square In double square within lNSI XLI, P II .u, 
626 164 grain Tanka scrollwork in segments circle ( 1979) PP.98-102 ir. 

10.7 gram Jil ')\ .UI 'J rl.~1 ¥.) Coinage P.IS coin 
..1'J.".....J~ -"'" ~ or, .. n No SOc if PMC. 

""" .,.JI 
coin No 34. 

Margin: Thomas. chronicles 
...s..Jl .~ y,.r.:.. P,46 . 

..::....~J~.}~~ 

~.JUl~J 

15 Silver Round In Plain area In a circle, margin ICB II , (lASB 
BI 627 A.H .0.925" I Tanka "'4~1 outside 1873) P. 364 

or 629 168 grains Jl.l...lI """".JI .>'" Jl.l...lI Curpus P. 12. 
.:.>II W.>J • rl"-~ 1 ~ - ..,........ Jll, .l.l.lt-l J>W A second coin is 
Jl.l...lI ~ c"l' ~ "j\iJI ~ .:.>II ~ ,.", ~ known in 

""".,.JI .",., .;}4 Yo ~ .:.,tl.". LM .I..!. ..:.J.,tl l .P.Goenk. 
J.I 4')1; collection. 

.. .,.JI -"'" ,. ~ • ...>J+-

Margin: 
UJ~ ~ ~ .;.,..:. ... 

~'...LJ 
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13 B5 Si lver In a circle Sa l1le as No. 12 ICB II, No.24 co in 
624 1.1 inch .J.j\".sl "1 no. 10 

168.2 ..lil J"-J .l...:...o. Berlin. Coinage. 
grains ,.jo1 ..>-'4 .,;'tlall 1'. 18 

" .,.JI 1 t..>.P'" ~ Coin No50A 
M argin: .. . . . 
~ .J.H- .,' • .l4 Y J-'" 

~J.)!~Jti) 

14 B6 Lakhnauti Silver Round In double square In double square within JNS I XLI, P /I ~, 

626 164 grain Tanka scro llwork in segments circle (1979) PP.98-102 ir. 
10.7 gmm ~I ),1 .UI 'J rl.~1 ¥.} Coinage P. IS coin 

.J.l J -""'J ~ ~ .J oj. , en No 50c ir PMC. 
0Jl..,.JI coin No 34. 

Margin: Thomas. chronicles 
...s..Jl ,.:.. y.;:. P.46 . 

..:-~ .J~.}"; #11 
~J~J 

15 Silver Round In Plain area In a circle, margin ICB II , (JASB 
81 627 A.H .0.925" I Tanka .Ji4~1 outside 1873) P. 364 

or 629 168 grains .Jl.LlI 0Jl.".JI "..1 .Jl.LlI Corpus P. 12. 
UJ.>II J I;l>lI ..,......: FYI Jll, .~ J>..lI A second coin is 
.Jl.LlI ~ c:"i' ~ <S ~ UJ.>II J ,.", :4 known in 

0Jl..,.JI ".., .;}4 JI ~ .l..t3.,. L,M 'u ul.,.., J,P.Goenka 
.J.'~ collection . 

0Jl..,.JI ".., ~ 
Margin: 
UJ~ C7" ~ J"":' ... 

~I..U....J 
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16 B7 Silver Round tn 3 circle In double square, scroll Present location 
632 1.15 inchs Tanka .J!1 )II .uI 'J work in segments Berlin KFM . 

188.9 ..lI i J,....; ~ ~ J.l.l-II CoinageP.19coin 
grains ..i.I ..,.4 .J m iA, . 11 tJf!1I.J4iili .... ~ No. 500. Thomas-

rll-*" ~ fo.Jl ",I chronicles P.52 
.:.0- . ' .".JI , u ' UJ...Jl U:!-"" ~.)'-G u - (XXIX) 

Margin : 
u..;... ,;,;.r, ~ - > > 

17 B7 Round Same as No. 16 bu. Same as No. 16, bUI SCA.PI.40 Coi n Plate 

630 Tanka margm ~)'1 ..::'J.l...J1 NO.68u First ~I 

J~~~I~'.,.l~ mention of the u:ml 
~L..l... ~~ > > - Tanka 

18 B7(0) Lakhnanti Silver 1.15 Round In n circle In double square same Coinage, P.20 coin :"'rJI 
[Lakur]sic] inch Tanka ..la! "il .uI 'J as No. 17 No. 52 A IMC, 11 P, 

633 167.5 ..hI J."......J ..:......:..... ~~I Jl.LlI coin No.38 
grainS ..I4~1 

.:.o-..-J .... 1 
Margin: 

.} JA <i>'l' .lA ... .;-:. 
~.J~.J ~ ~.J""': 

19 Si lver Round Within double circle or Within a circle of dots Not mentioned 
62? 30-31 mm line and dots ,J>..Il .;,LIJ-II JNSI XL (1978), 

10.5 gram ..tal )II <\l1 'J UflII.J~1 ~ PA2 
..ial J.,... J ,l.u....a ..,:...rJI.Ji.IWl I 

.>" '" .. rll I ~ ~ .»" >- ..II <.i.\;. • ·Ll.WI . ~c.r 

328 

16 87 Silver Round In a circle In double square, scroll Prescnt location 
632 1.15 inchs Tanka ..1.1 "il .uI 'J work in segments Derlin KFM. 

188.9 ..lI1 J,...J .!,.u....o ~ .:MJ-II Coinage P.19 coin 
grains ..lil ...>-4 ..J At; .11 ~.J4il1I>J~ No. 500. Thomas-

rl'-,,", ~ft.J' ... ' chronicles P.52 
.JI'-o ~.,.JI Jl"1 ."....,.U wUJ.JI (XXIX) 

Margin : 
u..:.... ,:,j.!. u'l' - ~ ~ 

17 8 7 Round Same as No. 16 bUI Same as No. 16. but SCA .PI.40 Coin Plate 

630 Tanka margm ~)'1 ..;'.l.l..JI No.68u First ~I 

J~~~I:ay~ mention of the (cml 

~L.r.l....J .J ~ ~ Tanka 

18 B7(a) Lakhnanti Silver 1.15 Round In" circ le In double square same Coinage, P.20 coin "r> 
[Lakur]sic] inch Tanka Jil '11 ~ 'J aS l o. 17 No. 52 A IMC. II P, 

633 167.5 ..hI J.".....J J...;..:r.... ~ ~I .;,tJ.Ll1 coin No.38 
grams ..t~ J . j'; ,,0 

.JI'-o"..II ."..1 

Margin: 
~ .Jfo U.;-!II .1t. -r ~ 
~.J c:fl.J ~ ~ J""': 

19 Silver Round Within double circle of Within a circle of dots Not mentioned 
62? 30·3 1 mm Ii ne and dots ~luUJ..ll JNSI XL (1978), 

10.5 gram .>1 ~ I .J1 ~ UfllI.J~1 ~ P.42 
..iIIJ.J-J ,l,a.3...& ..,:...:;:.J1~1 .J"- Yo 

" ".II I U ~ ..»- J- ,J,I ~ . "1..l.J..J\ . ~ '-'"' 
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Margin around is almost 
obliterated 

u..:... . • _ J U4..>-£ the fifth line is illegible 

20 B8 633 Silver Round In double square within In double square within The coin is broken Plate 
30mm a circle. a circle in 10 rour pieces J.P. 

10.6 grains ,Jo< YI .Jl.l..l ,"-'11 ¥ ~ GocnkaCollection . 
~1 .J 1~1 t..:'-! .... ' ~' Calcutta. 

pw .... .:.>-.,.Ji 
.Jl.l..l ~ 

Margin around Margin : partly truin 
.}~'>!.J JJ,l...,>i- .:". . .. bled 
~ .J ~ ~ J*, ~tiWu ~ ,,:.pl . . , 

~~.J 

Ruknuddin Firuz 633-63411235-1236 
21 81 LakhnaUli Silver Round I n double square In double square within SeA PI. 40 coin No. 

29mm ,Jo< YI .Jl.l..l :) circle 684 
10.51 grnm .J>!lI WI ifi J • ~ ,LoY I ¥.) 

jJ~PW"" ..»'"1 J 0" .n 

.Jl.l..l WI .\.! .:.>-rD 

Margin : legend outside 
the circle encircled 
byanolher circle 
'~~1~,-, . '-F' . . >-

,;,;,r. J (:I J ""' ~~ .) 
u..:... • J 

22 Lanhnauti Silver Round Same as No. 2 1 Same as No. 2 1 SeA Plate 40 coin Plate 
634 30mm margin: No.685 

10.78 gram ~~~.~'-;-I~ 

,;,;,r. J (:I J ""' ~ *' .) 
329 

Margin around is almost 
obli terated 

~JU:!~ the fifth line is illegible 

20 88 633 Silver Round In double square within In double square within The coin is broken Plate 
30mm a circle. 3 circle in to rour pieces J.P. 

10.6 grains ~YIuU-W r'-"11 ¥ ~ GocnkaCollcction. 
,:,..ll> 1,>"' '-~ """~I Calcutta . 

.iJW ... .:.>-.,.JI 
uU-W ..,!..!.II 

Margin around Margin : partly truin 
~~.H J JlJ cZ 1y. ,j.o .• • b led 
~ J ..!.r.t ~ J~ ~\.i1..A. ~~ ." 

~~J 

I{uknuddin Firuz 633-63411235-1236 
21 III LakhnaUli Silver Round I n double square In double square within SeA PI. 40 coin No. 

29mm ~YIuU-W a circle 684 
10.51 gram .:.>lI > ~I if. ~ ,L.YI"... .} 

j >.»i .iJW ... ...,., ~ . r. .» 

oUJ.-lI c)I .l.! ,:,,;...,.JI 

Margin : legend oUlSide 
the circle encircled 
byanother circ le 

• ~ .L;.,.iII I»..... . ..r . . J-" 

,;,;.r. > ~J "- ~~ .} 
u..... - > 

22 Lanhnauti Silver Round Same as No. 21 Same as No. 21 SeA Plate 40 coin Plate 
634 30mm margin: No.685 

10.78 gram ~~~la~l.;-I.r-4 

,;,;.r. > ~) "- ~~ .} 
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~I.....U-J 

Jalalatuddin Radiya 634-63711236-1240 
23 AI Gold Round In a lettered surface In triple square within a Not known 

NA IO FYI .;;.w1 circle. margin outside. lNSI XV I. 1954 
gram ~ L.»lI ~ , . . ,LoYI ¥.r 

.Jl.LII w¥ ~ &. -'" I .,.....r.....JI 

~..,.JI »' . ..;-i .. .,.ll ..,.... 

Margin: illegible 
24 81 Lankhauti Si lver Round In a circle In double square within SCA Plate 

634 29mm Tanka Same as No.23 a circle same as No.23 !'LNo. 40 
10.70 gram but margin coin No.686 

~~ ~ I» y';-:" 

,;,;.t , ~) "'- ~*' .) 
~l..:......J 

Alauddin Masud Shah 639-64411242-1244 
25 AI NM Gold Round In double square within In double square within JASS. 191 0. P.149 

NO .92 inch Tanka circle, scroll work in circle, three dots in Coinage P.46 coin 
166.4 segments. each segment NO. IS7A 
grams FYI.:.W-JI ,LoYI ¥.) 

.;OlW Y. .:.oJl, ~ '" . ' .,..JI I .!.e .,.....r.....JI ~ » . 
J.loL cJ.! .U j,.......... '" No margin. 

26 BI NM Silver Round Same as No. 25 IMC. LI PLII . No.1 19 
NO 1.I inch Tanka 

163 gram 

27 BI(a) NM Silver Round Same as No. 25 Same as No. 25, but SCA. 1'140 coin 
NO 2801m Tanka ends with .J.4.:a.l instead No.693 
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JalalalUddin Radiya 634-63711236-1240 
23 AI Gold Round In a Ictlcred surface In triple square within a t ot known 

A 10 F Y' .J.I.LlI circle. margin outside. JNSI XV I. 1954 
gram ~ """ ~ J • . r"-"il ¥ ..r 

.:J..l.l-JI U4 .;..rJ; ..sl. -"" .,....r.-.Jl 
~.,.J' »' .~ .:.>-.,.ll 

Margin : illegible 
24 Bl Lnnkhauti Si lver Round In a circle In double square within SCA Plate 

634 29mm Tank. Same as No.23 a circle same as No.23 PI .No. 40 
10.70 gram but margin coin 0.686 

..$J~~I»y~ 

u;,t J ~) ..... J*- ..,; 

~\.....:......J 

Alauddin Mas ud Shah 639-644/1242-1244 
25 AI NM Gold Round In double square within In double square within JASS, 1910, P.149 

ND .92 inch Tanka circle, scroll work in circle, three dots in Coinage P.46 coin 
166.4 segments. each segment No,187A 
grains ,.l>o Y' .;,u.LlI ,loY' ¥ ..,; 

.;ilWI Y. .;..>lI J ...,n "'" .:.>-.,.JI -"" .l.l, J • to .n 
uUoL Of .u ')."...- .. 

o margin. 

26 B I tv! Silver Round Same as No. 25 1M ,LI PI.II , 0.119 
ND 1. 1 inch Tanka 

163 gram 

27 BI(a) NM Silver Round Same as No. 25 Same as No. 25, but SCA, PI40 coin 
D 28mm Tanka ends with .,l,.o.;o.\ instead NO.693 
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36 Lakhnauli Silver Round Same as No.35 Same as NO.35 but ND. Vol Vill 1984. rlate 
672 30mm Tanka Margin : Panly effaced margm : Pt.I+1I PP.73·74. 

12 grams panly truncated but ~~.~y~ Also the Month 

JI"': '" u'.".sJ ~I ~ JI"':' ~ ~ JltSl Muharram and 
~t...l...-'~J Jumadn 673 A,H, in 

SeA. oin os 
716.717. 

37 1JI Lakhn3uli SilYer Round In a square In 3 square (siruck In Bengal) Plate 
ND 1.1 inch Tanka ,.,k-YI ~ F.Jt .;..u.ut Coinage. P.13 

169.2 ~ W,)t ~ • J . ~ t.»lt u J. .>-- 0.442 A 
grams .L!~ p..n Y- .L! ,.,.,.>1 p..n , ~ . ~ 

( 10.9 uu.-u uU:.Lll &! wu..ul 
grams) No. margin o margin 

38 B2 Silver Round In double square within In double square Ref. B.M .. Coinagc. Plate 
1.1 inch Tanka a circle F.Jt utl.Lll P.129 Coin No.505 
166.9 'JluUoJ-ll ~J"'" ~ B 

~.L! """,-k .L! ,.,.'.>1 ~ Y-
.:/.l.L '" .Jll. .;UJ-l1 ~ t.:..u.w, 

39 AI Sonarkanw Silver Round In a circle In a circle Ref. BM Coinage. Plale 
728 .9 inch Tanka Sil)l J"~ ~~ F.Jt .:P-W' P.12S coin No.492F 

165 cY. ~..1a~ .)lW' >I' ~, .,." ~ 
.~ utJ.U .L! ->"« 

Margin: ulJ.!..lI u! 
.~~I1t. 

~~JJ~~'¥\SJl... 
~~.J 

40 A2 Sonarkanw Silver Round In a square within circle In a square Onc came wilh Platc(cnla 
17mm JlalfTanka legend is same as Type utl.Lll Ihe phOiograph in rgcd) 

5.45 gram A 1 omitting tbe first .!#-~ 1999 for 
word y..,...o. .;,,>It, ';'-ill idcnlific31ion and 

kindly allows the 
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54 (Gaud) Silver Round Same ilS above Same as No. 53 but al Oeyell. Living 
10.88 gram I Tanka muaz.zarn is wrinen as wi thout Si lver, 

l SI mim is p. 364. Coin no. 298 
m iSS ing 

C hiyas uddin Iwad 6 16-624112 19-1227 

55 BI NR Silver Round In a circle Katima In a circle Ref. Thomas ICB. II. 
(but Gaud) .75" 1 Tanka "iI.oJI"J 0UJ....J1 JASB. 1873, p. 354. 
6 16 161 grains ,l..o..:o,...o ..!at ~.!lI":"'yl. ~, coin No. 4, (Also 

..111 J.J-'..J ~1 Yo' ..:..~\-J Dated 617, Ibid. No. 
Margin: ..,r-oU ~1 ~ uA f- 5) 

~~l.~y~ ~yJl Y.-'" 

Ui~ w... ~ ..;.,...:. 

~~J 

56 B2 NR Sil ver Round In a circle In a doned circle Ref. T homas ICB. II . 
(but Gaud) O. S" tTunks ..lI\ "il...n "i ~'i\uu.u JASB, 1873, p. 356 
6 17 169 grains ..1!1 J"...-, ~ 0I'l' ~ 4l>lI ~ coin No. 6. 

.1.1 .:..>l .>""UIl .~ . . c'"' 1 I.i. ~ (.)A ~ y. 

.:.l-."..JI ..>JA' J ;Jia.o ~ -»-' ..r--U 

Margin: .:".>ll ~ .;oJ1 ::.. .,... .)~ 
...s..JI.» y~ 

.J·~~~J~vi 
~w..... 

57 NR Round Same as No. 56 but Same as No. 56 Ibid coin No. 6a Plate 
(but Gaud) Tanka margin. 
Rabi ll ~.J "" .u..J1 .» ..... y:.o 

~w.....~ ~ y.."il 

617 

5S B3 NR Silver Round Same as No. 56 but In a dotted circle Ibid, p. 357 coin No. 
(but Gaud) 0.9" I Tanka margm : ~.,!.JlF 7. Thomas read 
20" of 169 grains ..,...: ,:yo ~, C:!.)t:J\ ~ ~ c"I' Y. iJ»l1 ~ we have followed the 
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54 (Gaud) Silver Round Same as above: Same as 0.53 but 81 Oeyell. Living 
10.88 gram ITanka muazzam is written as wi thout Si lver, 

IS\ mim is p. 364. Coin no. 298 
m iSS ing 

C hiyasuddin Iwad 616-624/1219-1227 

55 BI NR Silver Round In a circle Kalima In a circle Ref. Thomas ICB. II . 
(but Gaud) .75" I Tanka "iI.oJ\'J Jl.l-.Jt JASB. 1873. p. 354. 
616 161 grains ~.Ja' '7'.!lI .!J\.#. ~, coin No. 4. (Also 

..111 J'>-J ~\ .>!' (.~\ -J Dated 617. Ibid. '0 . 
Margin: ..r-ou ~ ~ vA.f- 5) 

~~I.~y.;-A ~",".,.Jt -"'" 
.:.N~ w.... ~ J*, 

~t....l....J 

56 B2 NR Si lver Round In a circle In a doned circle Ref. Thomas ICB. II. 
(bu. Gaud) O. S" lTanka .JII "/1 ...n "i ~ 'II tJI..!.aLI' JASB. 1873. p. 356 
6 17 169 gr'Jins ..1Jl J .J-'J ~ u.>l'~ ~.!# coin No. 6. 

.. , .:..>I ->-U11 ~ U! t.Y> f-~ .)il 

~.,.JI -"'" ~ .;,,;..,.It -"'" ->-u 
Margin: u.>l' ~ ~I ~ ."" .)~ 

d.JI.1I. y..,.... 
.J.~~~ J~~ 

~W-

57 NR Round Same as No. 56 but Same as No. 56 Ibid coin 0.68 Plale 
(but Gaud) Tanka margin. 
Rabi ll &/.) ~ ...s....J1 .~ ..,.. y.:o 

~W-~~y."il 
617 

58 B3 NR Sil ver Round Same ns 0. 56 but In a dotted circle Ibid, p. 357 coin No. 
(but Gaud) 0.9" I Tanka margm: ~ ..!Jl.!' 7, Thomas read 
20th of 169 grains " ~I' ~I '" f- c"l' ~ .:..>II ~ we have followed the ...If- W" ~J 
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Rabi II U:!~ ~ ft.'}!~.J ..... ".... .:-Jl '" ...... reading of Z:A. 
620 u.u.. ~I .:,ll.l.. ,:"lo.,..JI Desa i. E.I , A& P Plate _ J 

p...!1 J!.:..>II I.l.>lI . . .J...J"-4 Supplemenl, 1975 
,:"lo.,.ll .,..1 ~ ~ pp. 7- , 

59 8 3(.) NR Silver Round Same as No. 58 Same as No. 58 but in BM , p. 9 
(but Gaud) 1.2 Tanka addition with ....s.t.. .ill. al coin No. I (pi ) 
620 163 grains the end. And Lane 

Poole read 'Mu'iz' as Ji' 
Nur 

instead o r (Sher)~ 
Burhnn .,:;ay. 

60 B4 NR Silver Round In a double circle. the In Il dotted circle SeA . Plale No. 39, Plate 
(but Gaud) 31 mm !Tanka Quler one is dotted. wtlJ...J1 coin No. 67 1 
622 10.70 gram Same BS No. 56. but ~w4t- ~"" 1 Most interesting is 

Margin: ,j.! rfo J' ~ ~, W:.ll1 thaI the coin 
~, ~ ... ~~ t:...)~ ,:"lo.,.ll -""I ".... u.-JI mentioned the 

~\...j,.."..J0!~ ~ . ~1 · UJ..It ~. L.J J 

~ ""' p...!1 JlI .:..>II J Shcr. ~.F ~ ~...,k. 
.»'" .,,)"-01.:. u-O J' ~ 

,:"lo .,.ll 

Mughisuddin Yuzbak 652-65511254-1257 

61 BI Nudiya Silver Round In a circle In double square within JNSI. XLV ( 1983) Plate 
652 I Tanka ,.k YI .:,lJ.l.J1 circle p. 180, Plate IX, 2 

~I WI~ . J. . tL.YI "" .} (Photograph) only 
wlJ.l.J1 ocl,jJ! c"l' J! Jl'"1 . u '; , ., Single co in known 

,:"lo.,.ll ..... J""u ,:"lo.,..JI 
Margin: 

~4-lYI.;-I~ 
.J~~ J~ 

~w...-,~ 
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Ruknuddin K.ikau, 689-699/1290-1299 

71 AI Gold Round In circle In circ le VRM.No.5199. 
.85 mm Fractional t>" JlS.fo ,j,ll Muslim Amolc 
.94gram Jl.LlI Banglar Tankshal 

Nagari.p. 77a.pl.no. I. 

n 81 Hadrat Silver Round In double square with in In double square within Sylhet. BNM mm 
Lakhnauti 28 mm I Tanka a circle a ci rcle Ace. No. 83 Ai' kharaj i 
689 10.91 gram rk~t uu.wt ,L.)" Bang . 

~I .>I' U:'J.II J y,w' tfi.J .,."...' ( 0" • 1\ 

uU-LJ' U".J15.fi ."... ".It Plate 
uu.wt · .u.u . ~o.J ~ Margi n: 

~ 1~,-:-,~ 

('; t -'" .:.. '" J'tSl ,~ 
~w... -' ~W -' t-.:i ~ ~ 

73 131 Hadrat Silver Round Same as No72 Same as No. 72, but BNM OlIO 

Lanknanti 30 mm I Tanka FaUlh above ,I...."il of 83. 94 kharaj i 
689 10.83 gram Bang 

74 81 Hadrat Silver Round Same as No.72. Same as No. 72, but BNM mIO 

Lakhnauti 29 mm I Tanka date 83.929 kharaj i 
690 11.00 gram ~J~~ Bang 

75 81 Hadrat Silver Round Same as No.72 Same as 10 . 72, but 8 NM 
LakhnaUl i 29 mm I Tanka Margin: 83.882 
698 10.84 gram .~~ I1-.y~ 

~J0W"""''';~ 
~\...,j..,.J 
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76 BI 

77 BI 

78 A I 

79 III 

Hadrat 
Lakhnauti 

NA 
NA 
6 ?? 

NM 
ND 

Hadrat 
Lakhnauti 
700 

Silver 
28 mm 
10.87 gram 

Silver 
28 0101 
I I grams 

Silver 
0.95" 
170 grains 

Si lver 

10.75 gram 

Round 
I Tanka 

Same as No.72. Same as No. 72, but 
date 

~LU... J ~.J r:-U ~ 

Shamsuddin Dall iat Sh:lh 6--/ t2.-

Round 
I Tanka 

In a square 
~~I wUJ..ll 

~~~' U--: 
.~ ..:.J..t-l .fo.Jl y,' 

t,)UJ...Jl 

In double squa.re within 
a ci rcle 

Margin: 

('\",'11 

..J:!'" \' n- j . !1 

"",,,.ll 

.l.I--~ .. . t...;..,&l1 . ::.... ~~ 

Sham,uddin Firu. 700-72211301-1322 

Round 
I Tanka 

Round 
!Tanka 

In double square 
~~I wUJ..ll 

~1.J ~1~ 
.l! ' " • . :1.:. .11 1 

J.J~;--- Y. 

uu.w 
In double square 

~~I.:,u.u 
. ,,' lll.>ll • U!"""J. v--' 

.I..! jJ.)~ ..,au Y.' 
u \.hL.J1 

In double square within 
circ le 

rl..'J1 

..»""' i u "j 4
11 

"",,,.ll 
In double square with in 
a circle 

Margin: 

rl...'i l 

-*", i 0-i •. \1 

"",,,.ll 

L:..ill .~ Y>4 
' . '-' .. <' ~~ .ou... c.r~ ... . 

~t.......w 

BNM 
83.884 

lNSl, XL, 1979 
pp. 130-3 1, only one 
coin known 

!Me, II , p. 147 
coin No.9 

Stan Garon 
ND. IX (1985) 
Pans 1+11 
pp. 101-\02 

Plale 

Uncirlai 
n 
attributi 
on. 

Hadrat 
Lakhnnu 
ti 

Plate 

342 

76 BI 

77 BI 

78 A I 

79 BI 

Hadrat 
Lakhnauti 

NA 
A 

6 ?1 

NM 
ND 

liadIat 
LakhnaUli 
700 

Silver 
28mm 
10.87 gram 

Silver 
28 111m 
I I grams 

Silver 
0.95" 
170 grains 

Silver 

10.75 gram 

Round 
I Tanka 

Same as 0.72. Same as No. 72. but 
date 

~L.:1...J~J~~ 

Shamsuddin Dali la! Sh:lh 6--/ 12-

Round 
I Tanka 

In a square 
~~I .).b1..J1 

~.J~' o--!o 
.L! ..:..l,.jJ .fo.Jl Yo' 

wl..b.L..J1 

In double square within 
a circle 

Margin: 

,\""11 
.J:.Wl ? 0'" IOn 

(;Il-yJl 

.'+0 ~ ... 4......Ai.ll • .:. y>-,,-

hamsuddin Firu. 700-72211301-1322 

Round 
I Tanka 

Round 
I Tanka 

In double square 
~~I .).b1..J1 

iJrlllJ~l ~ 
.c: . .,' ·""1' J.J~""""" ~ 

.).b1..JI 

In double square wi thin 
circle 

fl.'i 1 

..*"' I ... j 411 

(;Il-yJI 

Ln double square wi th in 
a circle 

Margin: 
~.» y;:.o 

-':....~~~~ 

~~ 

BNM 
83.884 

J SI . XL. 1979 
pp. 130-3 1. on ly Olle 

coin known 

IMe.lI. p. 147 
coin 0. 9 

Stan Garon 
D. IX (19 5) 

Pans 1+11 
pp.101- 102 

Plale 

Uncirlai 
n 
attributi 
on, 

Hadrat 
Lakhnau 
Ii 
Plate 
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80 B1 

81 BI 

82 BI 

83 BI 

84 BI 

Khin3 
lakhnauti 
716 

Hadrat 
Sunargaon 
7051715 ? 

HadrHI 
Banga 
(70)5 

Khina 
Firuzabad 

Khinah 
Lakhnauti 
NO 

Silver 
28mm 
10.8grams 

Silver 
1.06" 
168.9 grain 

Silver 
1.05" 
168.5 grain 

Silver 
28mm 
IO.7grams 

Silver 
27mm 
10.8grams 

Round 
Tanka 

Round 
I Tanka 

Round 
lTanka 

Round 
I Tanka 

Same as No. 79 

Same as No. 79. As 
above 

Same as No. 79. 

Same as No. 79 

Same as No. 79, but 
Margin: 

~111. ..... ~ 

~<.....~..;~~ 
~1...u..;.- .J 

Same as No. 79. but 
Margin: 

BNM, Acc.no.70.513 
A1so-715 (70.522) 

712 (70.743) 

Purinda Dhaka 
1112 Suppl. Sh illong 

~ 4.l.... ylS.;u... CJ~ Catalogue 
~\..&L!-.J 01~/ ~ pp. 100-101 

Same as No. 79, but Rupaibnri, Nawgaon 
Margin: Assam, 1/ 13, Suppl. 
~ 4.l.....ili,. ~~ Shillong Catalogue, 

(pI. I. No. 1) 
pp. 102-103 

Same as No. 79, but BNM 
Margin: Acc. No. , 72. 152 

~~'~I.:-I~ 
('41) j >-", 

S hih . buddin Bughdah Shah 717-718113 17-1 318 

Round In double square within In double square within BNM 
ITanka a circle a circle Ace. No. 70. 750 

~~I ulJ.LJI fL.'i1 70. 748 
~1~1 -..4-' »' . ... i .1\ , 70. 749 

.\.! • .li..,> fo,Jl ~I .:..>-"..JI 
,:,UJ..JI · . tJ.LJI Ulu Margin: Corpus- Dated- 718 

"'~~~I;' p. 31-32 

Khitta 
Lakhnau 
Ii 
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97 BI (a) Silver 25 Round I In a square within a In a square within a BNM, 98. 1799 
mm 10.86 Tanka circle with an annulci at circle with a"nulets 3t Suppl. Shi llong 
gram the centre of each side, the centre of each side. Coin 0.2/39 

legend same as No.94 Legend same as No.94, (pp.1I 8- 19) PI.! 
but margin illegible. No.3 

98 BI (b) Hadrat Si lver Round In a square within a In a circle. Same as BNM Ace.no. 
Plalc l alal 25 01111 1 Tanka circle with an annule! 3t No.94, but date 737 78. 1839 (737) 

Sonargaon 10.70 the centre of each side. AH. 
737 grams arne as No.94 

99 738 Silver Same as No.94, but 8 1.413 (758) Plate 
25 mm .~ t.} J~ I~ Y.;-"> unpublished not found 
10.73 . ~ <l.. '\$P- J:4 .tu y . earlier 
grnnts 4.!.AA.f-J~ 

100 BI(c) Hadral Silver Round In a circle In a circle BNM Ace .no . Plate 
l alal 260101 I Tank. Same as No.94 Same as No,94 but 75.698 
SOl1argaon 10.85 1l1 ~lrgtn . 

744 grams • ~.u..JI.» ..,.,.",..... 
tI) <l.. jo\$)J. .. J:4 

"t........ . ) • . J c..W'--I .J 

101 B2 Hadrat Si lver Round In a circle same as No, In a circle BNM Plate 
l alal 26mm I Tanka 94 <i.WI . . ......, 75.429 
Sonargaon 12.90 .)/"", ~u 

744 grams .. .... Jt 

""" Margin : 
;,~d..J1 I~y"""'" 
t ul ~ .,.i\SJu... ~ 

"t........ . ) • , .J ~ J 

347 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



^  ^  ^^  ^  ^^  ^  ^ ^  ^  ^  ^

^  ^  ^  ^

^  ^  ^

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



107 

108 81 

109 132 

110 AI 

Firuzabad 
743 

Firuzabad 
744 

Firuzabad 
742 

Firuzabad 
7471749 ? 

1.0S inch 
168 gr::t in~ 

Silver 
1.1 inch 
156 grains 

Gold 
28mm 
21.8 gram 

Same as No.106 

Same as No. 106 

In double square 
,Joo YI wtJ.LJI 

"",I, ~I "" 
.;ilW "I J-JII fo..l 

JhW1.~ 

lIyas S hah 744-758/ 1343-1357 
Round In square within a circle 
Double (2) lj ,;Wl 0LlaLJJ 
Tanka ~\ J ~1 r,.;--:-! 

WI.;iJ&.J1 I ....,.. _ Yo 

uUaLJ' .L.!. 

Margin: 
t....:.:..al,'~.,...~ 

~J~' jJ~~'~~' 
~l.....f....J ~j \.t,\ 

Same as No.1 06 but 
~lu..,:-J ~).J ..!.Jj ~ 

Same as o. 106 bUI 
the date 

. J 1 ~ .J ~U 

In double square a 
circle 

rL..'.." 

J.!-<" , -~~ . ·11 
.' .,..II 
~ 

Margin: 
........ J4I .JJ.;:! .; ~, .~ 

In square wilhin double 
circlc, a pellct 
on the left segment. 

..,.>t:.lIj>L 
<=JI ' ...... 

W!'-yJI .".1 

Margin: 
u... J\.f jJ~ .. ~ 1~ 

~~J~Jt;:-

IM C, P. I SO No.22 
I3MC, P. 14. No.IS 

Mr. Mozammel Haq 
Dhaka. Unpublished 

uppl. IMC,II , P.43, 
No. 21 (Pl.) 

"t-\ ~tc . ~ • . 

C}J'3"t 't' 01.) 

Not known 
(found in 
Bangladesb) 
Gocnka Collection . 
India. Unpublished 

Plate 

Plate 
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Margin:date 
! y 1.5 ..;1:..... J:4. y ~ 

~~J~.J~ 

138 85 Hadrat Si lver Round In a circle In a eircle SCA 757 (p1.4S) Alsodt 
Firuzabnd 28mm lTanka ft.)'1 ~:....~ Corpus· Type-D 772&774 

770 .>! ,.k~1 ...»"1 ..>-U..l.II in Bl M . 
.>-"'- "'t.-JI .ll;. """.,Jt Ace.no. 

.,.t,l '" .l.: <.i)li. ..ill 66.109,66 
wUJ.J1 .I...!. Margin: . 124 

u~d-Il .~y~ 

~~Jt.,1 J.J~ 

~'~.J 

139 85 (a) Iqlim Si lver Round Same as 0. 13S bul arne as No. 138. but in B M Date 
Muazzama 30mm I Tank. instead of 5 lines, last two lines Aee.no.87.7378 illegible 

bad ,t..~1 ) :;::u .olIl Corpus ,Type D 
? "" Margin: 

~1 <l.5J1 . iII ..... ...>-"> 
~.l.4 Wu... 

140 B5(b) Iqlim Silver Round Same a No. 138, bUI Same as No. 138 but SCA 0.758 P1.45 
Muazzama 27mm I Tanka arrangement differs laSI line only Corpus-D 

bad ,.k~1 ,t..~1 omitting 
? y&.. .lIIo4-J1 y'l ,4 w.... ~1 

.u U"l:fll ~ .~ 
0UJ..JI 
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153 BI3 

154 AI 

155 A2 

156 A3 

157 BI 

NO. NM Silver 

NM 
N O 

M 
NO 

NM 
NO 

Salgaoo 
793 

2.7 gram 
15mm 

Gold 
25 mm 
IO.56grams 

Gold 
23 mm 

10.56grams 

Gold 
23 mm 

to.9 gram 

Silver 

Round 
Quaner 
Tanka 

In 3. circ le In a circle SCA, No. 769 

G hiyasuddin AZam Shah 792-8 13/ 1390- 141 0 
Round In a quancrroi l In a circle Camilla. 

Bangladesh 
~~I "''' B M. Ace. 

,:".LJIJ No.86,2257 
.. ill. 

1 T anka ~ uL,t. 

Round In plain surface In plain area Kawalc oll cc lion 
I Tanka ~)I~",~I ..lil Wi. . . .-. ONS.147 

""" J y.,n ~ " "..JI 1 U ~ J¥>..J-d P. 13 

.t.: ,.1>01 .;ilW " ,.";L.;'il .!J.F Rajgor (Type-237) 
.t.:.J'lL ~ .:,;.LJI J p.22, WI. 10. 7grams 
.l.: ...,.l;JI ~ &...t, .ill.. 

.:J.l.l..II 

Round In n lettered surface In a lettered surface J.P. Goenka 
I Tan.ka Same as No.154,but Same as No. I 5S.but Collection. India. 

1J"411 ~ y.4.. Vi . I~I ~ ill. 
.l.: 

Round In a square In an ocmgonal star IMC, Type-O 
J Tanka ~)I >i>"- " ,.JI J-Ou Coin No. 74. 

..".>I1Jy.,n.!.L,L J~~I 66.188 

I-Iamrncrd 
reverse 
legend 
effaced 
P latc 

Bhattasali 
raised 
question 

360 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



^  ^

^  ^

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



^  ^  ^  
^  ^  ^  ^  
^  ^  ^  ^  
^  ^  ^  ^  
^  ^  ^  ^

^  ^  ^

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



^  ^  ^

^  ^  ^

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



^

^  ^  ^

^  ^  ^

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



^  ^  ^  
^  ^  ^  

^  ^  ^  
^  ^  ^  

^  ^  ^

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



^  ^ ^ ^

^  ^  ^

^  ^

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



^  ^  ^
^  ^  ^  ^

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



^ 
^

186 BI(o) NM Silver Round In a circle legend as no. In a square within BNM 70.865 Plate 
817 30 mm I Tanka 185 • but in four lines circle 

10.6groms Same as no. 185, but 
margin: Top .:J.!o-' 
Len: t+"'~ 
Bottom: -"" 
Right: U.lW • J 

187 B2 Firuzabad Silver Round In multi foil In an inverted scallop BNM 
8 16 31 mm I Tanka Jl..,J! of eight arcs wi thin Tangail hoard 

IO.Sgrams . .)1""" ..,... .. c ircle 
.J~I ..,..~ . · .".JI I t.:. ~ ..>:" J-

,;ilW ~ .;.>II '::;"""'11 ,!J~ 

.'-' 'I:;;" (.~.J 
.;UJ..JI Margin: in eight curves 

(r) "'-'"'" (') fo. JlI ( ' ) 
~ (o) jJ"'; (') J"'-

('}~(V}""'~ (') 
AI' 

188 B3 Si lver Round In a hexagon In a circle same as BNM This type 
816 I Tanka ,~ No. IS5 but omining 90.2287 and 

.;.,>II lWIl J • the end line. Tangail Loard design 
'I:;;" .fo.JI ~ .sl. .>I;. alsofound 

Jl.W.'-' Margin: from 
Margin outside the .... d..Jl . 1. y.;-:.. 'Arsah 
hexagon starting from "'" ~ Plate Salgaoo 
top right. & 

.r F~I . , wu.ul., Salgaon 
I!lWI .0 ~~ . ! ~..,..JI wi th 

.;...)1 ., different 
design 

368 

186 Bl (o) NM Silver Round In a circle legend as no. 10 a square within B M 70. 65 Plate 
817 30mm I Tanka 185 . but in four lines circle 

10.6g",m. Same as no. 185, but 
margin: Top ~ 
Len: Cj-'~ 

Bottom: ~ 
RighI: t.w\...:. • J 

I 7 B2 Firuzabad Silver Round In multifai! In an inverted scallop B M 
8 16 31 mm I Tanka Jl".JI of eight arcs wi thin Tangail hoard 

10.5g"'01' . ,;II """ ...... .. circle 
J ~l ..,..4--! . · .".JI I ~ ~ ~J-

,JilW -'" .;..>II ,.::L~ I "' ... 
.~~jN t:.~I.J 

.:,U.U Margin : in eight curves 
(rl "'"... (' l fo. ,,1 (' l 
~ (0) j,,,,; (!) ~ 

('l~(Vl"" '~ (') 
AI, 

188 B3 Silver Round In a hexagon In 3 circle same as BNM This type 
816 I Tanka .!\.t-! No.IS5 but omining 90.2287 IlfId 

,:.,.IiI ~ , . the end line. Tangai) Loard design 
"jN .fo.JI -'" <Sl.. .>I;. alsofound 

.:,U.U .~ Margin: from 
Margin outside the .... d..Jl .~ "';-1';-:" 'Arsah 
hexagon starting from '''''I ~ Plate Salgaoo 
lOp right. & 

. r F ~I . , .;,L\.I..JI ., Salgaoo 
.ill.Jl • 0 ..>P~ .! ~.,...l1 with 

.:-,;11 ., different 
design 
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189 B4 Firuzab3d Si lver Round In a muluCoil In an inverted scallop BNM 
817 32, 31 I Tanka y...: of eight arcs within a 89.508 Plat.e 

1O.7grams ..... WlI1 J _ circle. Legend and 89.510 
~PWI J!' . . ".J 1 t; 

~ "Y.A.J-A 

.Jll.U.u rL'il ~.,t. 
.;,;.L-lI J 

Margin same as 0.187 
but date is 817 . 

. r'-,ol~ . lfo.y. . ' 

, ., ~ , 0 j.J~.f ..r&-
An ,A uk- ,v Jl,J 

190 B5 Firuzabad Round In muhifoil, legend In a circle, same as Suppl. IMC \I , P.57, 
815 I Tankn Same as 0. 185 No. ISS bUI in last line Coin l 0. 127. 

. - ".J 1 t; (,):!oW J¥' J-*S 

fA-"'11 .!.J.F-
~-' 

~.::.....ill.. 

daled 815. 

191 B6 NM Silver Round lo a plain area In a circle SCA, P.47 
NO 26mm Half Tanka y~ ~ t; . .J- 0. 790. 

4.94 grams .;,.>11 w,JI J _ 
""" .,..Jl ,,:,;.. "'~ J!' <Sl. ,j;. 

wtl.L!I .I..! 
'Ala uddin Firuz bin Bayazid Shah 81 7/ 1414 

192 BI Silver Round In a circle with vertica l In an eight inverted BNM 
290101 I Tank. Jines outside sca llop of eight arcs 90.2339 

<In a rayed circ le) ~.,.n .»-"1 ,..,.....U 
J l,l»1 ~ ~ 'YI .!J"t. 
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193 BI 

194 B2 

195 BI (I) 

Firuzabad 
817 

81 [7J 

Pandu 
nagar 
1339 
(Saka) 

Si lver 
32 mm 

10.65 mm 
Silver 
29 mm 

Silver 
1.20" 
163 .5 
grams 

Round 
I Tanka 

Round 
I Tanka 

ft.Jl ". .:.oJl 
(,H'\...! j.J~ 

.L.:. ~ 

J.l.Ll1 

Same as No. 192. 
arrangement as above 
but lettering are different 
In circle 
Same as NO. 192 

Danujmar dana Dev 819 - 8201 14J6 
Round In a rayed circle 
I Tanka ~~" 

'l."f'I< 
'IVl1I'U 

.:..J...IIJ 

Margin: In the 
segments illegible or 
cut ofT 
Same as No.192 

In a square 
Same as No.192 but 
wi th 
at the end. 

4.S..L.. .'li.. 

Margin: 
Top segment:J1 ..-' (!) ..... t:'"' 
Bottom" 
Right " 

.;.!<­
iuWt..:a • J 

141 7(1339 1340Saka) 

SCA.no.79 1.PI .47. 

BNM, 
Ace.no.90.2342 

Plate 

In a square within a Coins and 
circle Chronology. p.II S, 
~ ~ coin no. I ,pI.8. .. ~~ 
""'~ 
Margin: Top segment 

"""" Right segment - }~:t .... 
Le n se Of'fRt'i5 

Bt\M. h.,.. . .. o 

qlll - z..S" II ( p r~). 

• 

Plate 

Most part 
of the 
obv. 
legend 
off the 
nan. 
There is 
the 
month-­
Shawal 
,unite 
digit 
illegible. 

Plate 
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193 BI 

194 B2 

195 BI(I) 

Firuzabad 
817 

81 [7) 

Pandu 
nagar 
1339 
(Saka) 

Silver 
32 mm 

10.65 mm 
Silver 
29 mm 

Silver 
1.20" 
163.5 
grams 

Round 
I Tanka 

Round 
1 Tanka 

ft.Jl .... .:,,>11 
VI·L.:. J.J~ 
.l.!~ 

.J.l.Ll1 

Same as No. 192. 
arrangement as above 
but lettering are different 
In circle 
Same as No. 192 

Danujrnar dana Dev 819 - 820/ 1416 
Round In a rayed circle 
I Tanka ~~" 

~ 
'It'WII 

Margin: In the 
segments illegible or 
cut off 
Same as No. 192 

In a square 
Same as No.192 but 
wi th 
at the end. 

Margin: 
Top segment:J..-' (' ) 

Boltom " 
Right " 

~~ 

>'<­
..,ww . ~ 

141 7 (1339 1340 Sakal 

SCA.no.79 1.PI .47. 

BNM. 
Acc.no.90.2342 

Plate 

In a square within a Coins and 
circle Chronology, p. 11 8, 
~ ~ coin no. I ,pI.8. .. ~~ 
""'~ 
Margin: Top segment 

"""" Right segment - }~~ ..,.. 
Lefi sc ~ 

BI'{t1. k,.c. . .. o 

"t" ' l..$" II (p1¥<). 

• 

Plate 

Most part 
of the 
obv. 
legend 
off the 
nan. 
There is 
the 
month­
Shawa! 
,unite 
digit 
illegible. 

Plate 
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Mahendra 820/ 141 7 (1340 Sakal 
200 BI Pandu Sivlcr Round In a scalloped circle In a square within a Ketun, Dhaka 

Nagar 1.17 inch 1 Tanka within a circle, a dot in circle. a at on four Coins and 
1340 Saka 166 grains each angle between two sides inside the circle Chronology P. 122 

scallops ~~ 
~;!r. ... ~ 
om'!! lI11l" 
"""I Margin : Top segment 

....... Righi """'. 
l3ottom~ 

Len [I ]340 
201 Chatigram Si lver Round In square within circle, In double square within Numismatic Suppl. 

1340 NA I Tanka double half circ les on circle legend same as XXVI; 1930 
(Saka) four segments within no . 200 bU I margin: (JPASB) PI. I & 2 

circle legend same as Top 'I'>T"I1 Coin no. 9 
no. 200 Right )>:180 

Botlom~ 
LeO_ 

Jalaluddin Muhammad S hah 818-819 & 821-836/1415-1433 
202 AI Firuzabad Gold Round In muhifoillScalloped In a square within a Not known J.P. 

821 24mm I Tanka circle ci rcle Goenka collection Plale 

NA J4 ,::L~I .,...u Calcutta. India 
.:..>lI ~ > - ~.J unpublished 
fl..JI .... .uL.~ 

.t.: ~ Margin: Top • .» ....,.".... 
uUJ...Jl Len: illegible 

Bottom :~ jJ..># 

Righl: A Y' 

203 A2 NM Gold Round In plain surface in In plain area in Tughra NOI known Brilish InBMC 
NO I inch 1 Tanka Tughm character character Museum BMC. Ihe 

(26 mm) .:..>ll> ~I J4 ,::L ~ I U';'I w.;. .,... - 1'.34 Coin no. 8 1 PI. legend is 

372 

Mahendra 820/141 7 (1340 Sakal 
200 81 Pandu Sivler Round In a sca lloped circle In a square within a Ketun, Dhaka 

Nagar 1.17 inch I Tank. within 3 circle, a dot in circle. a at on four Coins and 
1340 S.ka 166 grains each angle between two sides inside the circle Chronology P. 122 

scallops ~ 
:9\>1 .. q~ 

~ mq 

""'" MHrgi": Top segment 
~. RighI """". 
Iloltom~ 

Len [1]340 
201 Chaligram Silver Round In square with in circle, In double square within Numismatic Suppl. 

1340 NA I Tanka doub1e half circles on circ le legend same 35 XXVI; 1930 
(Sak.) four segments within no. 200 bUI margin: (JPASB) PI. I & 2 

circle legend same as Top "RiTlIfi oin no. 9 
no. 200 Right )1:18 0 

Bouom~ 

Len """ 
Jal.luddin Muhammad Shah 818-8 19 & 821-836/1 415-1433 

202 AI Firuzab.d Gold Round In muhifoiliSealioped In 3 square within a Not known J.P. 
821 24mm I Tanka circle circle Goenka collection Plale 

A J:l4. ,.:>-~ I "...u Calcutta, India 
.:..>lI l.»l1 > - ~.J unpublished 
.;ilW -'" &. ili. 
.w. ~ Margin: Top • .!.. ....,.;-:0 

uUJ...Jl Len: illegible 
Bottorn:~ JJJi. 
Right"" , 

203 A2 NM Gold Round In plain surfacc in In plain arca in Tughra Not known British In I3MC 
NO I inch 1 Tanka Tughm character charactcr Museum BMC. Ihe 

(26 mm) .:..>I'> ~I J:l4. ,.:>-~I U';I <i.J.;, 
"... - P.34 Coin no. 81 PI. legend is 
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212 B2 Firuzabad Silver Round In a circle legend as In a square within BNM. Plate 
81 -? 32 mm I Tanka Type B I but "'4-11 another square. levend Acc.no.90.2353 

10.59 gram at the beginning of line Same as No.209 but Tangail hoard. 
four instead of p...!I arrangement differs 

.,...u 
~."...ll Y-'"'l 
il-'it ..!J.,c. 
~J 

Margin: in the four 
comer triangular 
segments 
Top len, Jt.1 j J..;# 

Lower left iM 
Lower right ~ 
Top right ~W~ 

2 13 B3 AI Silver Round In a scalloped ci rcle In Quarterfoil 
Firuzabad 30mm 1 Tanka J:4 ,.:>-yl .,...u BNM,Acc. no. 
818 10.5gram UJ->ll WI J _ ~J 89.5 19 

.;ilW1 I J! &.~ Also dated 819. 
6W~ Margin: from lOp right mint is same, BI M 
ull.Lll anti clock wise (Acc.no.89.520) 

/.} <s..J1 /.'" Y.rO 
"',,. ....... /:.tr jJ~1 

2 14 B3 lannatabad Silver Round Same as 0.213 Same as 0.2 13 but the BNM. No. 89.52 1 
8 19 32 mOl I Tanka mini is Pl ale 

10.6grams A" J\,I~ 

2 15 B3 (a) illegible Silver Round In circle. Same as No. In ci rcle BNM 
819 28 mm I Tanka 213 Same as No. 2 13 90.2354 

10.06 gram Margin: illegible but Tangail hoard 
date .... 
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225 8 8 NM Si lver Round Same as no. 223'5 In s small circle in the Biya"i Bazar hoard, 
834 NA 1 Tanka reverse in Tughrn centre Sylhct.Privatc 

character coliection,Dr. I' haq 
Surrounded by a broad Imam. Dhaka. 
circle of arabesque. 
Date bellow 

226 89 M Silver £iglll Same as no. 225 in Same as no. 225 date Private collection Plale 
834 A Petalled Tughra character also the same i.e. Mr. lflekhnr 

1 Tanka Alam.Dhaka.Unpub 
li'hed. 

227 BIO 'Arsah Silver Round In a circlcllettered In a circle/lettered BNM.Acc.no. 
Cho.tgaon I Tanka surface in Tughm surface in Tughra 90.2376 
83 1 Character same as no. character 

225 (J-Yt r-U.I>, <;,l>. 
u.J-.JI > 

,\ r, .".!.S4 ~.J' .; 

228 BIO Oakhil Silver Round Tughra character in a Tughra character in a BNM Plale amclype 
Banj3 liy.h 10.6 gram I Tanka circle circle 90.2363 misread 

832 Same as no. 225 Same as no. 227 but on by 
left flank J;J, Blochma 
right flank ... n ~ nn,cfJAS 

B,1874.p. 
294 

229 BIO Muauama Silver Round Tughra character Tughra character same BNM 
bad 10.5grams ITank. Same as no. 225 as no. 227 but mint 90.2379 

? ",w.... 
date illegible 
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230 BII ·Ar.;ha Silver Round In circle In a circle in Tughra BNM 
Plate Chalgaon 3 1 mm I Tanka Same as no. 225 Character 90.2388 

836 10.08 gram . . ~1.}.l.1 <.i.l;. ~.J . 

UJL..II, ,.:L~I J-" 
Margin: 

~'.1I. y~ 
A" ·, ~ .,;.~ """"""oF'; 

this circular legend 
enclosed by another 
circle 

23 1 BI 2 NM Silver Round In a circle decorated In a multifoil stylized SeA, PI. 48 coin 
ND 1 Tanka with triangular rays and lion to right and a line no. 795 

dOl in each triangle . of Arabic legend above 
~ lion 

~, .,." tuI.r----< . ..J . Y 
,;iJ>.l 1 .>! 
.w~ 

utJ.U 
232 B 12 <aJ NM Silver Round Same as no. 231 Same as no. 23 J but Ihe J.P. Gocnka Plate 

ND 31 mm I Tanka lion to left and the collcclion in India. 
11.61 gram legend in two lines 

above the lion 
.r----< y 

"'I ~ . 

233 BI3 NM Silver Hexagon In a hexagonal multi foil In a hexagon Same as Rajgor P. 25 
ND NA I Tanka Same as no. 231 No.23 I and the legend Type 282 

NA above the I ion 
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230 BII 'Anh. Si lver Round In circle In a circle in Tughra BNM 
Plate Chalgao" 3 1 mOl I Tank. Same as no. 225 Character 90.2388 

836 10.08 gram .. ~1 .}"'1 UJ> ....... ~ . 
0J-0L..l1, ,.:L~1 J-<'~ 

Margin: 
~I.l.y~ 

A'" ~ y&;.. ........ .F ~ 
this circular legend 
enclosed by another 
circle 

23 1 BI 2 NM Silver Round In a circ le decorated In a multifoil stylized SeA, PI. 48 coin 
NO J Tanka with triangular rays and lion to right and a line no. 795 

dot in each triangle . of Arabic legend above 
J% lion 

~, .,..n t:uI ~ . ..J . ..; .>" 

p..,l .... 
• u ~ 
utJ.U 

232 B 12 (a) NM Silver Round Same 8S no. 231 Same as no. 231 but the J.P. Gocnka Plale 
NO 31 mm I Tanka lion to left and the collection in India. 

11.61 grnm legend in two lines 
above the lion 

~y 
p. 

233 BI3 NM Silver Hexagon In a hexagonal multi foi l In a hexagon Same as Rajgor P. 25 
NO A I Tanka Same as no. 23 1 No.23 I and the legend Type 282 

A above the lion 
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234 BI4 NM Silver Round Same as no. 23 1 Same as no. 231 Akhirparn awgaon 
NO 21.44 gmOl 2 Tanka private collection t 

in Bangladesh Dr. 
Ishaq Imam. 1 in 
India, I in Canada 
rest two's location 
unknown 

235 BI5 AI Silver Round In t'I. square within a In a ci rcle, a figure ora At present in a 
Firuzabad 67 mm 10 Tanka circle in Tughrn lion facing right wi lh private collecton in 

824 105 gmms character Same its left paw rai sed, Bombay India. 
asNo.223 legend above the lion (Published) J SI. 

.:,;>II Woll J4 , . . jUJ'~Y xxxviii , 1976. PP . 

.c: ~ .;ilWI '" 88·95. 
" tl.Lll 

Margin: Top.~ Y~ 
<s..JI 

Left ...,;JI .,.; ~ 
Bottom) ~J ~ .)4IJJ 
Right ~\....i\4. J ~ 

236 BI6 NM Silver Round In 3 decoralive circle In a decorative circle SCA. PI. 49 
ND 22m01 HalfTanka J4 .L: .l..u.... Coin no. 810 

5.41 grams \.a.>.lll , . uU:.l...Jl 

'" .:,;>II 
&. >Ii. 

~I 

237 BI 7 NM Silver Round In plain area In lettered surface SCA 
NO 120101 1/8 Tanka -"I uLU...JI PI. 49 

1.24 grams ~I 4,j\la.1...J4SL. Coin No. 8 1 I 
.\..! .!..u....o 
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of Shams udd in Ahmad ~Arv J.J~ 
Shah, who succeed live 
in 837, named Nasir 
Khan 

245 Iqlim Silver Round Same as No. 244, but Same as 0.244 but Pu rchagcd in Dhaka Plate 
Muazzama 10.74 grdm I tanka the name Nusrat greater part of the It is sa id that the 

bad 25 mm Part ia lly off the nan margin has been effacd coin camc rrom thc 
837 the date is inscrifed as northern part or 

rClrogated the mini Bangladesh 
seems to be 

'4 w..... ,..,., 
Nasiruddin Mahmud 837-863/1434- 1459 

246 AI Gold Round In lenered surface In a circle ONS· 148 
10.72 gmm I tanka J.>WI uUJ-.lI ~~ ~.,.Jl P.20. No. 13 
21 mm .:,,>II t.;,Jl U , . .r- ..lI1 ~o-)1 

.1.,.....a-o JolI t.,....J1 ~1 w\4y1'.J~ 
0llJ...JI.u Margin: illegible 

247 A2 Gold Round In a decorative circle In lettered surface Private collection in Plate 
Var.(I) 10.8 gram I tanka .:..>Il t.l.>ll U J. .r- Same as No. 246 India 

18 mm .1.".-... JA 4-.11 -,,' J.P. Gocnka 
ullJ...J1 • L.! 

No mint, no date 
248 A2 10.97 gram Round In a circle In a circle B M ace o . Plate 

Var.(2) 1 tanka .:..>Il t.l.>lI U ,. .r- ~~ .l:!yJl 82. 171 
.1.,........... .l44-.1' yI .J.I <lli. ' yt • u<> 

utJ.!..,l-' JA","I,~ 

249 A2 10.7 gram In double circle. Same '-11 a decorati ve circ le. Kawali co llection 
Var.(3) 21 mm as No. 248 Same as No. 248 India. ONS·14 

NM. D P.19, Coin 0.7 
Karim. Corpus 
TypeQ 
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250 A3 Gold In a decorative circle In a decora ti ve ci rcle Goenka Collection, Plate 
Var.( I) 10.9 gram W.lll U ,:;...~I .,...Il India • J-> 

24 mm Yo' ~1.J ~IJ 
»40-.11 '.S1. ~ 

. • t.!. J~ seemed to be in a 
It seemed 10 be in D. rayed circle. 
mycd circle 

25 1 A3 10.8 gram In a rayed circle with In a circle (rayed?) Kawali Collectioin. 
Var.(2) 19 mm dOls in eacb tringlc. same as No.250 India. 

same as No. 250 NM.ND. ONS 148-1'.20, 
No.11 corpus 
Typc-H 

252 A3 10.7 gram Same as No. 250 Same as No. 250 Kawali Collection 
Var.(J) 22 mm Crude form Crude form ONS 148, P. 20. 

No.12 

253 A4 166 grains In plain surface ~yJl JASB, 1904 Plat.! . 
. 85 inch ~ t:. ~~ 1'.381. 1'. 1 X. No.3 . .,... 

-" .;,,>II) ~ . ,)1 . ..,... 1 coin in Goenka 
,>'"-' p..ll ~~\ Collection 10.8 gram 

ul.bLJ\ .L:. u'u.~IJ 20 mm 

254 AS 10.7 gram In lettered surface In a decorative ONS 148 
22 mm UI'lI W>ll Il • J ~ J- fordered circle P.19, No.IO 

'.J=-' ,;iJ>..l -" ,:;... ~I .,...Il Cprpus Type G 
wllJ.... .l! u.J.-J1J 

'.S1. ~ 

255 A6 In n circle the fi gure of (I In a circle of In coinage and 
lion standing to righl. decorat ive margin: Economy of North 
forepaw raised and the ~~~, Eastern States of 

384 

250 A3 Gold In a decorative circle In a decora ti ve circle Goenka Collection. Plate 
Var.( I) 10.9 gram .."n ..,...u ,::J-~I .;-oU India 

24 mm ~ ","I) ~I - ) 

»4-11 <s1.. >l;. 

.\..!, :~ seemed to be in a 
It seemed to be in a rayed ci rcle. 
rayed circle 

251 A3 10.8 gram In a rayed ci rcle wi th In a c:irclc (rayed?) Kawali Col lcetioin, 
Var.(2) 19 mm dots in eacb tri_nglc. same as No.250 India. 

same as No. 250 NM. ND. ONS 148-P.20. 
No. l t corpus 
Typc-H 

252 A3 10.7 gram Same as No. 250 Same as No. 250 Kawali Collection 
Var.(3) 22 mm Crude form Crude form ONS 148, P. 20. 

No.12 

253 A4 166 grains In plain surface ~r1' lASB. 1904 PIll.h. 
.85 inch Ll>I1 U .lJ.t:it P.38!. P. I X. No.3 _ .;-0 

~ ","I, ~.;,..)I 1 coin in Goenka 
J ........ p..tJ .~Jl!1 Collection 10.8 gram 

ill.lJJ .l! .).\J!ll) 20mm 

254 A5 10.7 gram Ln lettered surface In a decorative ONS 148 
22mm .:..>II WJlI U ) _ .;-0 fordered circle P.19. 0.10 

.l ~ .;iJo..Jl .M1 ,::J-~I .;-oU Cprpus Type G 
wllJ... .L! u;.J.-JI ) 

<s1.. >l;. 

255 A6 In n circle the figure of a In a circle of In coinage and 
lion standing to righl. decorative margin: Economy of North 
forepaw raised and the 

"'''' "".JI 
Eastern States o f 
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circular marginal legend '.l,!i. .:-.,J lndia. Rtljgor Type 
same as NO.2S4 ~.!.I 361 

<J.o. -'"' J 

"! " ~y.. 

256 BI Firuzabad Silver Rond In a circle In multi foil No known Canada 
837 NA. A I tanka YI <lI Y ';'WI .:,UJ..lI Deye ll Collection Pla le 

~"I ~WI \.; J . .r- Published 
.!.I J.,..J )~.l.to4-Jl ~ Sharifuddin Ahmed 

Margin around: t:..Ll.LlI • L.!. (cd) . Sylhel : llistory 
j.JJJilI ~ ~I .~ Y~ nnd Heritage, 

(Ar'V ) v,." .t:.... .)41 Bangaldcsh Il ihas 
Samili,I999 
P. 678. Coin No.F. 

257 BI (a) Arsah Silver Round In a circle Kalima Same In a circle legend same Ibid, P.680. 
Chatganw 24 mm I tanka as No.2S6 but margin as 0.256. No.G&H (A) 

839 NA. .... .F- (,}) <LII .:.. .,..,..:. 
",., ~~ 

258 BI(b) Firuzabad Silver Round Same as 0. 256. but In a circle legend same Bagerhat 
848 27 mm I tanka mint as No.256 BNM , No.83.148 

10.42 gram "fA ~ ~ j.J~ 

259 B2 838 Si lver Round In a circle In a circle Biyani Bazar. 
24 mm I tanka ~I ~UJ..JI ,::>-YI Sylhet. Dr. Ishaq 

NA. .:..>J1 J ~ "...\.; "'>'- Imam Collection . 
J~ ~4-J1 ~I .:,.,.1-l1 J Dhaka. Published 

0llaWl .Wo Margin: I bid, P .680. 
mostly cut off and No.G&H (A) 
illegible. 
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265 B5(a) Silver Legend same as No. 264 Legend same as SCA 
in a circle margi~ n No.264. but in a o. 31 
having a decoration of double circle the inner 
double half circles with one is made of eight 
a couple of dots in each arcs.Margin: illegible. 

266 B5(b) Round In a rayed circle having In a circle legend SCA 
I lanka a dot in each triangle se3mc as Type 85(0) 831 

legend same as No.264 Margin : illegible 
Probably Firu2abad 

/1.£' .J~I jJ~ 

267 B6 Silver Round In a circle legend same In a circ le same as No. BNM 
NM. ND 24m01 I tanka as No. 264 bUl.;i-lW1 Yo 264 Crude cxicution 

25 mm instead of Abul Mujahid 
26mm 

268 B7 Muhamma Silver Round tn a decorative circle In a decorative circle Bagerhal BNM 
dabad 23mm I tanka legend same as No. 267 ~ ".,.n 

10.62 ..l.1w.. · )I . ..,.,. 
c).AJ!I>~ 

269 7(0) ? 856 Silver Under a rlinged In a muhfoillegend Bagcrhat 
22mm umbrella having a stick same as 268 but date BNM No. 83.183 Plate 
23mm legend same as No.267 

mint illegible 

270 7(b) Satkanw In a circle same as Type In a cirlce same Type No.? also with 
856 B7 BI illegible mints 

3 7 
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271 B7(c) Satknaw Si lver Round In a decorative circle In a decorative circle Bagerhal. BNM Plate 
858 21 mm 1 lanka legend as Type B7 legend same No. 268 83.172 

10.64 M>A~ 

grnms 

272 B7 Muhamma Si lver Round I n a circle tH'lVing design In n circle having Bagerhat 
dabad 23 mm I lanka likc sp .... hcad legend design like spear head 83. 156 

8-7 10.73 same as No.267 in fu ll Tughra 
character legend same 
as No.268 

273 67(e) Muazzama Silver Round In a half circle In a circle SageThat Plate 
bad 21 mm 1 tanka within a circle Same as No. 268 but BNM No. 83.149 
856 10.56 I;>.>lt..,...u 1\0 1 .l~WM.. 

grams .;iIW 1.:.->11 
" J uUJ.J' .t.:..l~ 

274 B8 Muhamma Silver Round In plain arca In a circle A.S.B . 
dabad . 9 inch I tanka 4l>l' >-"u ,::J-YI '"'~ [MC 
858 165 grains .;OlWI ~ .;..>lI J .. t .>l;. .:.-L-Jl J P. I64 

J.l.L . t..:. .l.,,-... I\OA .l~ .l.u-o Coin No. 116 

275 B8(a) Suhur Silver Round In double multi foil same In a circle same as 274 ASB 
Sitpur .95 inch I tanka as No. 274 ,::J-Yt '"'~ IMC 

162 grains .. t .>l;. .;".L-lI J P. I64 
Coin No. 11 7 

276 B8(b) Fathabad Silver Round In multifoillcgend same In multifoillegcnd A.S. B 
1.05 inch I tanka as No. 274 same as No. 274 but IMC 

157 grains ,.\0, Jl,I ~ P. 165 
Coin NO. 1 19 
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271 B7(c) Satknaw Si lver Round In a decorative circle In a decorative circle Bagerhat. BNM PI,le 
858 21 mm 1 lanka legend as Type B7 legend same 0. 268 83.172 

10.64 "'OA~ 

grnms 

272 B7 Muhamma Silver Round In a circle having design In n circle having Bagcrhat 
dabad 23 mm I tanka likc sp<Alhcad Icgend design like spear head 83. 156 

8·7 10.73 same as No.267 in full Tugh", 
character legend same 
as No.268 

273 B7(e) Muazzama Silver Round In a half circle In a circle Bagerhat Plate 
bad 21 mill I lanka within a circle Same as No. 268 but BNM 0. 83.149 
856 10.56 ~ ..>-U AO'\.l~ 

grams .fo.l1 ,; .;..>l' J 

tJl,lJ.JI • \..!, .1 ~ 

274 B8 Muhamma Silver Round In plain area In a circle A.S.B. 
dabad .9 inch I tanka I..l>lI I.l • ..>- ,,::J-"il w.F IMC 
858 165 grains .fo.l1 ~ .:..>II J .. , >l;. .:.-L-Jl J P.I64 

utJ..L .1..! .1 ~ AOA~ ~ Coin o. 116 

275 B8(a) Suhur Silver Round In double multi foil same In a circle same as 274 ASB 
Sitpur .95 inch I tanka as No. 274 '::;-'/1 w Ji. IMC 

162 grains .. , >l;. .;"..J.-l J P. I64 
Coin No. 11 7 

276 B8(b) Fathabnd Silver Round In multifoil lcgend same In multi foil legend A.S.B 
1.05 inch I tanka as 0. 274 same as No. 274 but IMC 

157 gra ins A 0 ~I ~ I.:.::i P. 165 
Coin 0. 11 9 
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294 BI3 Mint+date Sil ver In seven circlets legend In a decorative circle 8agerhal 
illegible 22 mm same as No. 292 legend same as (Type 

10.56 gmm B7) No. 268 
~~ ~y.l! 

~l~U-yl 
.",-,", ~ U . J . . 

Dale and mint illigible 

295 BI 4 Darud Si lver In a circle figure ora In a decorative circle Bagerhat Plate 
Darb lion to left, right four ~~ .l.,!.,.11 BNM 
849 leg raised, tai l bends ..ill ~~)\ 

upwards, the circular 0lA.;:J1J~ 

legend around hIe circle y~ j .l ,,~ ,\ 

.:.oJ1 WI ~ .)1.LJI J _ >-
.l,.!. .)~ .).li...Jl ~I 

296 - 849 Silver Ln a ci rlce Same as No. 295 date SCA 
23mm figure ora PI. 49 
10.69 lion 10 right mint illegible Coin No. 822 
grams same as 

No. 295 

297 BI5 Khali fatab Silver In a ci rcle, the first two Lo a circle 87.6737 Plate 
ad 26 mm lines are in Tughra ..J.I oJ;. 

846 Character ....:;\.l.!.....J..sL. also dated 
0UJ...l1 Margin: 

.:",.>II lWJI ~ J _ >- <i;li. (..;) <Lli .:0. y..,.., 

.,).,...- ..l44--Jl ~1 '\t i\ .)4 
.J..: 

298 BI 6 NM,ND Silver Round Same as Type 8 8, i.c. In a ci rcle SCA 
22 mm Iialflanka No.274 iJ-'}I ,!.J.F- PI. No. S'O 

5.85 gram WolI ~ . >- ~I • J Coin No. 841 
392 
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322 B3(c) Shamsa Silver Round In an ornate border the In ornate border same BNM.ACC.no. 
Plale bad 10.41 gram 1 tanka Kalirna but mint as No.319 77.395 

884 26mm A.AfJ~ 

323 134 NM Silver Round Kalima in a squire Seems to be in a plain BNM .Acc.no. 
ND 10.55 gram I tanka divided by a horizontal area but the legend 72.366 

27 mOl line creating fou r divided by three 
segments contains horizo1llallines . 
names of the 4 Khalifas .;.>1' Woll • J • .......-

/.Jft' ~/,j;>.... fo..,,' ~u.L.U . ....LJE. ..Ii!';. !! ~ 

<r'-'.>" .,l< / Ji<. '" ~ .I.,........ .:.H' 
.Ji1\'I.uI'/ Ul.hl.Jl .U 

.3.1 J"...; ~ 

324 B5 NM Silver Round In a lettered surface In a IcLtcred surface SeA,coin no. 863 
883 10.58 gram I tanka .. .. ... .. ~~ .!J.,.Jl 

26mm c)j~IJ .., '-i.!.;. ' )' • U"" 

wl.laUl.1.!. u-.,t.! .t..ylI ~ u . J .. 

J-l1 .t.:S.;\.i 0:" Mr 
.l.! J..,....... rY. No mint 

J.l.Ll1 
325 B6 NM Silver Round In lettered surface In a lettered surface SeA.coin no.864 Probably 

NO 5.22 gram Halflanka "4-Ji .,; ~~ ~.,.JI struck 
20mm l-" . ~ ~ ,:,..)1 from a 

• l.!.S.,J.< i>! ,;.. ... full lanka 
die? 

Nuruddin Sikandar Shah 885/1480 
326 Bl NM,ND Silver Round In a decoratvic circle the In a decorative circle BNM, unpublished 

27mm I tanka Kalima in three lines wlJ.l.J1 '" J.l.Ll1 Aee.No.82. 139 
~'<J' ~ ~\J~I.J; ......... , 0Lbl....1...: .;..llL .!4~ 

..i!1 J-,,",.J ~ .I...! .J.,.-.. L.H 
No minI 
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327 BI(a) Khazanah Silver Round In circle the Kalima in In lettered surface BNM, Unpublished 
885 25 mm I tanka twO lines, minI (plain area) Acc.No.72.644 

10.57 gram ..lIl'JI.uI'i ..JI wUJ....J1 
..l!1 J""'J ~ ~1.JY0u..u\ 

AA! ~1ji. .lII4-J1 y-I ~I J 

and the third line 0tl..L .L.: y.&... 
J..l.L .L..! .l."..-... 0!1 

328 Darud Silver In plain area Kalima and In a plain area BNM. 
Darb 10.4 gram ! M y.,;.--All ..JIJ 0! 0LbWl Acc.No93.397 P la te 
?85 25 mOl W.!l1 . J..l..LlI _ H Also in SCA, PI.52 

-"'~ "~J No.865 
01 J.1.L .t.! J"S.-

ulhL . L.! J~ 
J ul. ludd in Fath Shah 886-893/1481-1486 

329 A I Fathabad Gold Round rn an ornamented circle Same as obverse design BNM.Acc.no77.729 Plate 
886 22 mm I tanka having floral motif .l~ t:Hl Published in 

10.58 gram placed alternately with a DI..b1...JI .\...!. Cultural lnterac tion 
domical motif 

""' t.! """" 
in South Asia. Table 

J:4 AI<.' .l4~ I, P.167 
~ Wli _ J _ 

fo.JI.J-I1 

J.1.L .t.! c'" 

330 A2 Khazanah Gold Round In an ornamented circle Same a5 obverse design IMC, P.169 
[8J87 .82 inch I lanka having floral mOlif. ofNo.330 Coin o. 152,PI. 

160 grains 0 1.lJ..Jl I • ~. , ,-,,-,, 

uLlJ...J1 u,.1 01
' 

,)l.l..ll 
,...,n J:4 wt...l.a.L.ll .I..! J y.a..o 

~, Ufll'J u"l.!. JtJ-
fo>.Jl AAV ~y. 
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353 BI3 NM Silver Round In a circle In a circle SCA. NO.SSI 
889 21 mOl Half tanka ..111 ..JI "1 Ui OJ.U PI.54 

5.28 gram Jil J."....; ~ J04 uu.J 
AA' .;iJo..l1 ,,1 "'" J 4l-'ll 

~.~ 

354 BI4 Khazanah Si lver Round In a circle legend same In a circle. legend same SCA. NO.S8l 
890 16m01 Quaner as NO.342( Type B5) as NO.342 (Type B5) PI.54 

2.57 grams tanka 

Ghiyasuddin Barba k I (Shazada B.rbak) 893/1486 

SI. Type Minl l Metal Shape & Obverse, design & Reverse design & Location Rererence Remnrk 
No. Date Measure Dcnomi. Legend Legend Provcn:tncc s 

\Veight 
I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

355 BI Falhabad Silver Round In ornamented circle In ornamented circle BNM.Acc.No. Plate 
893 30mm I tanka ..1I1\'1.u1'J w..ill ..!:Wt. J • . 81 .969.unpublished. 

10.5grdm ..lIIJ"""J~ .;il>.JI ~ """I Also in a private 
...,r ~ l...:.i .Jl.W1 .U<, ;., collection in Dhaka, 

&. ..l.1 .l!.i. Mr. Mozammcl Haq 
SCA, PI. 54,No. 884 

356 BI(a) Darud Silver Round In a decorative border In a decorated border Private co llection in 
Darb 26mm 1 tanka Same as No. 355. but probably same as abv. Dhaka 
893 10.6 gram mint ""r .J.Jl jJ but the edged circ le cut Dr. lshaq Islam 

it may be read as of lOlally .Also 
.,. -"'"" )J Same as No. 355 SCA,no.883.PI.54 

accepting the 'alif of ad 
Dzarb missing 

357 BI (b) Khazanah Silver Round Same as No. 356. bU I Same as No, 356 SCA 
893 10.39 gram 1 tanka minI ... ,,. .u lji. PI. 54 

30mm Coin No. 885 
405 
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Sham.uddin Muzaffar Shah 896-a98/1490- 1493 
368 Al Khazanah Gold Round In a scaJlopcd circle Within double lINM Plate 

896 28mm I tanka otlIt ')\ ..n 'J sca lloped circle H.H.C 
10.53grams .oli\ J .J-.J ~ t;;.>!, v-' P. 23, No. 11 9,Pl. 

",,'" ~'y.. .;-lI1 ~1 ~l J There arc three morc 
Margin: outside the 0UJ.J1 .I...!. ~ coins of the same 
circle encircled by 4.Sl. .ol.il .ill. type. in 
another scalloped circle .;lJ,l..J JASlI,XLll ,p.312;B 

....AJ..;. . J"- ~fo.li MC,p.45(nole);NS.X 

u-'>'Y' uk u~u~ VI,p.697-98. 

369 Al Khazanah Gold Round Same as No. 368, bUI Same as No. 368 ONS. No. 148 
898 21 mm I tank.t mint and date 1999, P. 2 1 

10.7 grams MA .vI';';' 

370 III Khazanah Silver Round Same as No. 368 (Gold In double scalloped BNM. 
896 27 mm I tanka Type AI) circle ACC No. 73. 1542 

10.6grams Same as No.368 Variety cxisl.Thc 
~, ~ same type struck also 

~>!'~'J from F athabad, Daru 
wtl.Lll.1.: p. Nur,Barbakabad,a l1 

<Sl..,J" ol>. dated896,BNM. 
~-' 

37 1 B2 NM Si lver Round '-n a circle encircled by In a circle BNM Plate 
89? 26 mm 1 tanka another circle of dots 4UiI v-' 73.96 1 (oval shape) 

28mm ~, <II ~ ~I Y. Uflll" rev. double struck 
~ ...1I1 ull.Lll .1.: p. bUI 

..lI\ J-,,",.J <Sl.. ,J" ol>. is clear . 
A"! ...JJ..L) 

408 

Sham.uddin Muzaffar Shah 896-898/1490-1493 
368 AI Khnzanah Gold Round In a scalloped circle Within double B M Plate 

896 2801m I tanka All ":I1..n "i sca ll oped circle H.H.C 
10.53grams .oli) JJ-.J .l..u....o ~\ u-.! P. 23. No. 11 9,1' 1. 

M"I .o,jlj.:>. ~1.",,1~1..t There arc three more 
Margin: outside the r:;ll:J.J\ .I...!. ~ coins of the same 
circle encircled by ~..J,j\ .ill. type. in 
another scalloped circle "\.l:.l...J JASB.XLlI ,p.312;B 
....,u.;, . yr- <lP- fol! MC,p.45(note);NS,X 

~Y'uk 0~0~ VI,p.697-98. 

369 AI Khazanah Gold Round Same as No. 368, but Same as No. 368 ONS. No. 148 
898 21 mm I tanka mini and date 1999, 1'. 21 

10.7 grams ""'/\ ~'..P-

370 BI Khazanah Si lver Round Same as No. 368 (Gold In double scalloped BNM. 
896 27 mm I tanka Type AI) circle ACC 0. 73. 1542 

10.6grams Same as No.368 Variety cxist.Thc 
~'o-! same type struck also 

J-lll ", .:.."1 J from Fathabad. Daru 
wtl.Lll .1.: fo. Nur,Barbakabad,all 

&.....1I.ili. dated896,BNM. 
~J 

37 1 B2 NM Silver Round In a circle encircled by In a circle BNM Plate 
89? 26mm 1 lanka another circle of dots WJlI • . u- 73.96 1 (oval shape) 

28 mm "j1...J\ "j .;ilW1 >! .:..'" J rev. double struck 
.l.c;.....I. ..111 ull.Ll1 .1.: fo. bUI 

.olI1 J--""".J .sI. ..II >l;. is clear. 
A'I! .-.JJ..L) 

408 
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372 B3 NM Silver Round In a circ le divided by In 8 circle BNM.Acc.no. 73.40 I ery 
(Kamla 32mm 1 tanka two horizontal lines. in .J>l.l .ill.lI c" -73.403 good 
Mardan) 10.9 grams uppcrpart ~ !a- JA4-ll Jl4lI There are three coins conditio 

..11 'il ~ Y """,,.II .»-' .,..,c; with three. different n 
yl,\>..J1 sizes. 32 mm, 29 mm 

..la I JrJ~ ~ J """ ..,...., 
and 27 mm but the Plate 

in lower part .r-'i' 1 Yo legends orc snme 
Margin: begins with 
8 

.\il ili. ~ll.J.J1 .l.: ~ 
~~.>- ti...S~.J ~ 

", 
Ala uddin Husain Shah 899-925/1494-1519 

I. Type I\'linl l Metal Shape & Obverse, des ign & Reverse des ign & Location Reference Remark 
No. Date Measure Oenomi. Legend Legend Provenance s 

Weigh. 
J 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

373 AI Kazanah Gold Round In ornamented double In a circle IMC n, PI. 172 BMC 
899 2501m I tanka eight-foil (omamcntar- .:J.l.Lll No. 167, PI. V has a 

10.5 grams tions are of four petalled J'I.ilI J>WI B Mukharjec coin of 
!MC. 97 floral mo.i!). u.L-.,., ,....,t J 77u! Indian Gold. same 
163.5 .ill ,/1 ~ 'i 

"'"' J ~J ~ Indian Museum, 'ype, 
grains .J,I J."... J .l.u...r. .~ . .}lWI ,;. u;- . Calcana. 1990, p.44.no. 

M" ~..p- .J.I .>I;. .:J.l.Lll P. 68, coin No. 126 10 .PI. 
J.l.L <Sl. 

374 A2 Khazanah Gold Round In ornamented circ le but Legend within a similar ONS, 149 
899 20mm I tanka the designs are almost circle as obv. Summer 1996 

10.7 grams CU i orr. W.>lI ~ _ J P. II 
Same as No. 373 ~ ~4-JI ~ lJt.ll'J 

Jil .!li tJl.U..Jl .L.!. 

~~J&.. 

409 
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grams '" "" ~46..:i.t .J.I .>Ii. .:,U.l..lI • t.: Kbazanah (d. 899), 
~U:J....J~ BNM (88.4189) and 

Chandrabad ( date 
illegible) BNM 
(88.41 87) 

387 B5 Husain Silver Round In a circle In a circle Indian Museum. 
abad 1 I tanka ..hI ..,.,~,..,. WI :k • J CaiCUlt3 

? 164 grains .J.I J.J-.) .!.0..2.....0 PJI ~I Uf!ll.J 1Me, 
~4'~ wt.l..LlI .u ~ PI. 176, No. 199 

~u~I~~ 
<Sl.. .>Ii. 

388 B6 Fathabad Silver Round In a circle In a circ le Dohar hoard.Dhaka Plate 
89 1 tanka uUJ...J1 .\..!.~ BNM. Acc. No. 

..:....s J J.>'1.Sl ~I.ill ~~wlU.JI 88.4202. Also found 
~JJ ~4-J u': , n w..;.!1 from Khazanah 
~I w,n :ok J. J ~1..l.LJoI.Sl.....Ll.lli. Husainabad dated 

p.!IJi "'4Wi 919,925, 
Muhammudabad 
dated 917,919,920, 
Darud Darb, dl. 912, 
922, Kbazanah dl. 
919,92 1, 925 and 
without mint dt. 91 J 
[ Dohar hoard] 

389 B7 Khazanah Silver Round In a circle In a circle BNM.Acc.no. 77.8 15 
899 1 tanka wu.u .t.: Also found fonn 

l:fj.l.l\ J .:k JJWI w~~ Darud Darb, dl. 902, 
.;ilW I ~I Yo J ~I u..;-!J ~ l>I 904, without mini dt. 

"',,, ~Iji. ~.lli. 913, in Dohar hoard 

413 
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395 BII NM Si lver Round one- In a plain area In 3 plain area Coin. Annual issue 
NO NR eighth W>lI :... .\!. of the unismatic . , 

I 4 grams (' /8 ,h) ~J .:r-- Society of Calcutta. 
lanka ~ 1999. P. 22. PI. V. 

co in No. 28 

396 BI 2 M Si lver Round onc- Lettered surface LCllcred surface Ibid, Coin No. 29 
NO NR sixteenth .\!. .\!. 

0.7 grams ('/ l6th) 4'>1' .;,,-. 
tanka .;..>I', u!l.W1 

397 B I3 NM Si lver Ih2one- 4'>1' .l.! Ibid 0. 30 
NO NR Thiny .;..>II, .;,,-. 

0.4 grams Seeondth 0lbLl\ 
tanka 

Nasiruddin NusrAt Shah 925-938/ 15 19- 1532 

398 AI Gold Round In a circlch ScentS to be in a plain BNM. Acc.no, Plate 
922 15 mm I lanka ~ surface No.75.709 

10.6 gram J-u .;,u.u i>i .~ ..r-l itihas, X{ 1382 B.S.) 
~,~ .;,u.u P.139 IT. 

(.;iJ.W1 .>i) wu.u .l! .:..- i>i The same without 
<Sl...l!;,~ date & mint, in 

'" Goenka collection, 
unpublished. Goron 
mentioned several 
examples in 
ONS(No.l49.pp.12. 
13) of Kawalc 
collection 

4 15 
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398. AI(.) 'Arsah Gold Round In a plain area In a lettered surface J.P.Goenk' 

[9)28 17mm I tanka .:,tJ.U .\.! .~ collection, India Plate 
10.6grams J-u ul.l:J.J\ ~ u'..w....n ·l,.!.~ Goron reponed 

.:.oJ1 1WI1 . , . &....Jil~~l th ree more of the 
.ft..JI I Yo (An) Yi A 4o.....D.F- same in ONS.1 49. 

pp.12.13. 
399 AI(b) NM Gold Round I n an ornate border In an ornate border BNM .Acc.No.78,' 5 

ND 13 mm 1 tanka same as No.398 Same as No. 398 unpublished.Three Plate 
10.46 gram more,one in BNM 

another in Goenka 
collection ,3rd one 
inONS,No 149,p. l3. 

400 A2 ND Gold Round In a decorative circle In a decorative circle ONS, 149, P. 13 
NM 7 mm !I4 th wtJ.Ll1 (design not clear) 

2.7 grams (Quaner) 
utJ.U '" 

~,.~ 

(3mm lanka J ~.ll\ ~u . ...,-. 
thickness) ~~ 

.1.: 

40 1 B I Nusrat Silver Round In double circle a doned In double circle a Dohar hoard, 
.bad 23 mm 1 tanka one in between dotted one in between BNM collection 
927 ulhU\ uUal.... .l.!;j~ Also from 

uLbL!11Y- u~·w.~tY. Muhammadabad 
.:&II W.>l1 U , . .>-" &. .>l;.~1 dated 925-928& 

.ft..JI I Y- HV .3L.t. . . .>- 930-934 

402 B I Khairabad Si lver Round In a circle In a circle Dohar hoard Plate 
926 10.5 gram I tanka Same as No.40 I Same 3S No.40 I BNM. Ace. no. 

but ~" ' .l~I~ 88.4395 

416 

398. AI(.) 'Ars.h Gold Round In a plain area In a lettered surface J.P.Goenk' 
(9)28 17mm I tanka .:,UoLI1 .t!;~ collection, India Plate 

10.6gram, U ' \.l:J.J\ . \ >- w ~ wlJ.L.l1 .\..!. ~ Goron reported 
~1.J 4lll' -ill....lI1 ~~, three more of the 
,;il>.J1 I 

" (AY') Yi"'~~ same in ONS. 149. 
pp.12·13. 

399 AI(b) NM Gold Round In an ornate border In an ornate border BNM.Acc .• 0.78.55 
ND I3 mm I t.nk. same as No.398 Same as No. 398 unpublished.Three Plate 

10.46 gram more,one in BNM 
another in Goenka 
collection ,3rd one 
inONS,No 149,p.13. 

400 A2 NO Gold Round In 3 decorative circle In 3 decorat ive circle ONS, 149, P. 13 
NM 7 mm !l4 th uU-LJ1 (des ign not clear) 

2.7 grams (Quaner) iJll.WI L>1 ~I.~ 

(3mm lanka W-.ll\ \J J . __ • ..,r-i 
th ickness) ~~ 

.t.: 

401 BI Nusrat Silver Round In double circle a doned In double circle a Dohar hoard, 
ahad 23 mm I tanka one in between dotted one in between BNM collection 
927 wlhWl wUal.... • t.::i J-l Also from 

ulbL!l L.» ~.w.~~ Muhammadabad 
u;>l1 I.WI1 u J. __ .sl..>I.;. ~ dated 925·928& 

,;il>.J1J! HV ~L\j . . .>- 930·934 

402 BI Kh.irabad Silver Round In a circle In a circle Dohnr board Plate 
926 10.5 gram I tanka Same as No.40 1 Same as No.40 I BNM . Ace. no. 

but ""1 ..lt.d.? 88.4395 

416 
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419 BI 

420 B2 

421 B3 

422 B4 

Dar ? 
933 

Fathabad 
ND 

Husaina 
bad 
945 

Fathabad 
933 

Silver 
25mm 

Silver 
26mm 

Silver 
26mm 

Silver 
5.21 grams 

Round 
I tanka 

Round 
I tanka 

Round 
I tanka 

Round 
Half tanka 

In 3 small circ le in the 

and the legend within a 
bigger circle 

I n lettered surface 
(HcjUaLn 

~ ul.l:J..JI 
~16flllJ ~1 

ow. .l~ Ji.l:....ll 

Same as No.420 but in 
addition of daLe '\ f 0 

In plain surface, same as 
No.419 
(Badar Shahi Type) 

In a small circle in lhe 

and the legend within a 
bigger circ le 

0U:.LJl • L!. 

.l.!~ 

~ 
..ltl .l.\.i. (j1.l:J..J1 

'\n·~J~ 

J' 

In plain area 
OJ uLW..Jl 

(jll:J..JI .l.! ~ 
...sl. All .ll.i. 

.l46:.i ~I..I..L J 

Same as No.420 but 
with~1 

before ..IIl.l.\.i. 

mint .l~ 1~ 

Same as No.4 19 (Badar 
Shahi Type) but mint 

.J'-l~ 

Dohar hoard. Dhaka 
BNM collection, Plate 
Also found from 
FathabadHusainabd. 
NUSf3 labad 
Muhammadabad 
and Khalifatabad all 
dated 933 . 

Dohar h03rd. BNM 
co liection,Also of 
Nusratabad mini 

D, and with dale 
only, 933 . 

B M, 89.1884 
Also found from 
M uhammadabad 
dt.938. 'Arsah dt. 9-
2, and ND & NM 

SeA 
PI.5 . No.935 

Plate 

421 
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429 83 NM.ND Silver Round In a circle In a circle Private collection Plate 
28mm 1 tanka ~ ,"".,.n ",... "...u Dr. lshaq 
11.05 grnm ~ ... " ...sL...hI.ill. Imam.Dhaka 

ljl>lt yl.i ~J.LJ 

Y. ",",J 

.t.:..lWl .;ilW No margin 
asiruddin Ibrahim Shah (N D) 

430 BI Illegible Silver Round In multiroil in Tughro In muillfoil made of Bl M. Ace. No. Plate 
but >-0"'" I tanka Chardcter nine arcs Also found in a 

Mu'azzam fl-ll Y. .:...>I J 4l~' .;-U i>-~' ->-"u plain obverse area 
sbad .;,u.u .t.: /'i"JiI .;,;.l--ll J but the reverse 

Margin: design is Ihe same. 
..... ..:.l!'...Ji,....... . .. 

423 
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1'h(· ( ; IIhl ( ·oill-s II r I he ludcpend('111 Suh:lIls uf Oellgal i II the Blt llgl:Hlesh N:II iOllal M IISl' UII1 . UII a~lI 

III 

248 

368 

398 399 

399 
413 

41 7 
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The Cold oills or the Ilcng:d Sultalls in thc Co lleclion or J. P. Cocll kn . C:llcuu:1 

... 
L ' " . .. r - ..... · 
~ • J 

-:- ?- ~ : : .{ 
' . . 

. " '-' ~ rL" { ~::>L'" 
~'-'I 

~ 
.f'-..:," .. , ', .... . '" - '' ' 

., . ' .~~~ .. . . ( "-., ~~l 
I ZJ ~ 

ZU2 

~/ 
250 

®
~. 

- -.' . 
399 

398 

~~ 
.~ 

~.~ .. f 

1 2~ 

238 

331 

, , • • 

~ 

41 7 

~ ," 

" 
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Sil ver Coins: 

-' --. 1' ... ~ , 
- '. " . ' , . .' "'" 

0- ~".: ~~. : 
1-• • .,·.,\ "' 11 
.u..-~ .I. 

_ .... ;..< ... • 

'-.. ...... ' 

IUS 

,, ' I III ' , 

1211 
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132 

165 

163 

~JlI 
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ISH 

I ')~ 

·13 I 
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Silver' Coins: 

256 

26 1 

269 

273 

, 
,'­, 

,-~ - .-~ ....... '-
" . .... -... 'r-,' ,. , ' ... .. ~ \ ... 

J ."".~,- ' "':. '-, . 
' - "7 ..... ' ... ~ -

. .,-

245 

260 

263 

271 

433 
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Sih l'!' Cui liS: 

\~ 
~ .. 
- - '::!r:< 
' ., Jj~ •• 

.. ., ..... .. --.. ~ . 
. ;, II ., • 

. \ , ~ ~ ....... ~ 
.~J(.:. . , 

" " IIII ~' ·· · ) ~\ \- ; " .... '_1 

\
' 7;:; ",~" , ~ ..r~ ;" 
",~ ., 
~ ' .. ~~.~ 

320 

339 
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3~ 9 
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Silver Coins: 

385 

~02 403 

40~ 405 

409 
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420 
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